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aSIDSES 'SF® Wi^gSQIB »w nrin. 


Accounts, of the settlement of 79 
Adams, president, his age 447 
Adams, Mr. sec of state — see 
congress, various heads; his 
letter on emigration 157 — his 
directions respecting the cen- 
sus 319; the only head of a 
department at the seat of go- 
vernment 464 

Jfi'ica — Sierra Leone 65; of the 
riverNiger 415 

African colonization — arrival of 
the Elizabeth, 8tc. 240; re- 
ports of deaths, &c. 432 

“Age of reason,” notice of the 
work 82 

Alabama — law of the state for 
safety against the slaves 113; 

C. Tait— district judge 240; 
exports of Mobile 328 

Allston, Mrs, reported murder 
of, &c 311; her case referred 
to 451 

Almeida, capt. 326— see brig 
“Wilson.” 

Americans at sea 417 

Anonymous letters 151 

Antiquities of Ireland 362 

Appointments and promotions 
— naval 128, 151; civil 128* 
223, 318; military 390, 391; 
remarks on 137 J 


Bankg of the United States, capital, &c. 
a« reported by the sec. ol the treasure 
77, 78; Columbia banks l, 34, 184, 416, 
4ft I ; modesty or a robber clerk 184; of 
Virginia altered notes 240; of Maryland 
3*6, 481; N. York 360; coutitrrMt bills 
326. 360, 416, 4.12, 446; o r New England 
432; Kentucky 151; Teutn **-•« 433, 45i; 
Geo. 224, 241, 271, 274, 4ft); Ohio 224, 
39b; Maine 440, 312; New Hampshire 
364/ halves of notes 340; broken banks 
364, 36ft; counterfeits and small notes 
4ft i : nests of counterfeiters 464 

Bankruptcy, brief sketch of a 
system for 7 — the necessity 
of a law, &c. 97 

Bavbary — the treaty between 
France and Algiers 51; Mo- 
rocco 161, 225; the plague 
iu 398; Algerine squadron 
446,463 

Barron, com. his duel with com. 
Decatur 57, 97; correspon- 
dence 98; recovering 128; his 
case noticed 169; his trial by 
a court murtial* at length, on 
the affair of the Chesapeake 171 
Bibb, Wm. »W. dies 446 

Bigelow, a lawyer 369 

Bonaparte, Napoleon— his me- 
moirs 25, 63; force and cost 
of the establishment for his 
safe-keeping 155; Mr. Stokoe, 
155; of his condition 238 

, Jerome 360 


Bonds for duties, aggregate, 

! amount, 8t c. 229 

Appropriation bills, notiq&d 33 Boston, ancient artillery comp. 
Arab pirates 239 287; St. Paul's church 365 

Arabia — lady Hester Stanhope Brackenridge’s history of the 

65; the Wahabees 65 1 war 96 

Arkansas— notices of 240'lfrazi/ — galley slaves imported. 


Army — col. King 152; general 
order respecting the recruit- 
ing service, kc. 152; general 
orders, northern division 224; 
board of officers, rank in the 
line 391; court martial at De- 
troit 431; maj. Wooley and 
capt. Johnson most honorably 
acquitted 

Arrest of a dead body 
Arts, progress of in France 321 
Astley, Thomas 387 

Atlas, American, Tanner and 
Co's, ' 274 

B. 

Baldwin, H. see “congress,” and 
288; dinner given him at Phi- 
. ladelphia 327 

Balloon, flight of one 2 87 

Baltimore— donations to Savan- 
nah .87; inspections 151, 365; 
exchange opened 271; cele- 
bration of independence 329; 
oratorio at 343; interments 
432,447 

BANKS AND BANKING. 

Bank of the United States— report of the 
McrrltrT of the treasury respecting 1, 
34,77; dividends of the renutinsng funds 
•f the M bank 33; on the price of its 
stock 112: statement of its condition, 
Nov. IBIS, 117; on the tones of the U. 

8. Vy its misconduct 316; counterfeit 
bills 3S6; coriooscakulations of profits, 
and errors corrected 402; law ease, at 
Cincinnati 300, 442; jobbing in tike 
stock 46 


Curran, Mr. 4-fr 

Cu.uoms, ancient 61 

Debt 61, 322, 394, 4!C 

Devereux, gen. 61 

Dover, riot of smugglers at 427 

Droits of admiralty 175 

Duties 368 

Edwards, the spy 310; a bill for high trea- 
son found against him 3ft8; pardoned! 304 
Elections j 74, 188, (curious) 189, 223 

Emigration 61,268 

Emigrants to the Cape of Good Hope 48,26B 
Exeter theatre burnt 158 

Expenditures * 322 

Exports 413 

Foreign ministers 324 

Forgeries 61, 158; legalized 459 

Fo*, Charles, bis nniuory celebrated 4S 
Free trade 268,343,346 

Gambling, high 61, 1S8 

Garrick, Mrs. 268 

Glasgow— radicals at, be* 108,223, 237: 

population of 460 

Glencoe, massacre of the clan of^ noticed 254 
Grain, prices of 368, 442; ports partially 
opened for the import of 394 

Grattan, Mr. 60 

Greenock, riot at 359 

Groom of the stole 124 

Grosvenor, general, 188 

Gun, the possession of orte * 17ft 
Hanging, a /hotly business 238 

Harmon, Mr. 343 

Heard, air Isaac 60 

Hereditary revenues 175 

Highlanders in Rom shire 175 

Hobhoust;, Mr. 158, 040 

Hunt, Mr. tried, See. 188. 222, 343, 413 
Hutchinson, lord 302 

Ice, lives lost by the breaking of 49 

Income of the empire, Rtc. 323 

Insurrection, simultaneous, intended 237 
Ireland, disturbed 3ft 324; particulars 4t, 
61, 108, 175, 244; the lord lieut. 413; 
(hiliire of the banks 413 

Irish antiquities 369 

Kean, Mr. 4 59 

Kent, the duke of. diet, &c- 48, 60: bis 
child 459 

Kenyon, lord ’ 459 

King George III, dies. fcc. 47; proceed- 
ings 47, 48; George IV. proclaimed. He. 
48, 49. 61; notices 48, 60. 244; (bis birth 
day) 267; speech 269; revenue to him 
284; his roust 363; hit message on rhe 
arrival of the queen 393; ladies’ hoops 
dispensed with 414; bis courtesy to Cur* 
ran 427 

larks, a strange quantity of 62 

Leo|>old, prince 459 

Liturgy altered 60, 237 

Liverpool, imports at 48; arrivals at 62; 
•sports 268; petition on the navigation 
laws 394; entry of vessels at 442 

Loan required, 8tc. 394, 428 

London— a great fire at 49; proclamation 
„ of the new king 61 

323, 349, 412 (estimates) 414 ! Mackenzie, sir A. 2 54 

237 j Manchester 61, 222: persons killed and 
Banks, sir Joseph 427 ' wounded at the massacre 466 

Banks, private 363, 394. 413, 459, 460 1 Manufactures 23* 

Barber fined 343 ! Manufacturers, state of 324, .39 5 

BennetiMr. , 461 ; Marriage, singular, 48; barbarous 26* 


And remarks on emigration 
to 286; a new history of 364 

British affairs 

Affairs, interesting illustrative of the debt. 

revenue, taxes, Ike. 322 

Agriculture, state of 394, 413: of the com - 
mittee on 460 

America, trade with 310 

American produce and stocks, noticed 
48; only one vessel at London 994; ta* 
~apjl < riff, 00 **** new * °f its rejection 412 

i Americans impressed 61 

96 1 Animal, curious 349 

1 Autrobus, Mr. 189 

Army 
Arrests 


Birmingham, reduced consumption Gt 395 
Bradley, the Yorkshire giant 4 16 

Brougham, Mr.— see “queen.” 

Burdett, sir Francis 25, 123, 188, 343, 
394,413 

Byron, lord .368 

Canning, Mr. 343; his eulogy on the 


Merchants’ petitions 346 

Ministers 61, S53 

Money abundant 231 

Mournings 175 

Mufiwn, the 413 

Mutiny 413— bill 423 

Names— "holy, sacred,” See. 427 


queen 427: his course respecting bar 460 1 Navigation laws 268, 343, 346, 394 

Canterbury address to the queen 393 1 Navy 394; estimates 414; of the Kent 74, 

Cartwright, maj. 222 427; ships broken up and building 443 

Casttereagb,lord 60 ! Newgate calendar 48 

Gathofies in England 264 j North America 463 

Caro street conspiracy— notices and de* j *39, 237 

*“ *"• "" " 1 Parliament, prorogued 108; king’s speech 

123; meets 244; strength of parties 343 
Paupers 238; poor rates, See. 322, 334, 39S 


tails, Sec. 108,' 123, 158, .7ft, 237, 254, 
368; editorial remarks 276; execution 283 
Champion of Knglsndi 413 

Clarence, the duke of 6l 

Cobbrtt, Mr. 48, 175, 232, 413 

Colleges and universities 460 

Combination against American manufac- 
tures 151 

oro, average price of 3*3 

emanation of the new king 338, 324,343. 

359, 394, 413 

Crevey, Mr. 46i 

Crim. can. rasp 459 1 

Crimes and criminals 48, Sty 


Pel tew, capt. 

Percival, Mr. 

Phillips, Mr. 

Pickpockets 
Plymouth sea-wall 
Press, liberty of 
Quakers wait on the king 


459 

44* 

60 

238 

413 

61 

363 


Queen, notices of her 48. 60, 6!, 108, 133, 
188 , 337, 268, 4i7, 428, 429. 442. 443; 
arrives in England, Sec. 343, 358, 393; 
393, 413,401: correspondence, negociv 
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INDEX, 


ticn, &t. 302. 301* 412. 422, 420, 442, 
443, 434; addr. strd by the corporation 
of Loudon 112: parliamentary proceed* 
iog* 393, 4)2, 4.8, 449, 442, 443, 459, 
46i; remarks on her case 449: the bill 
to divorce her 45V, 461: Pergami 46 1 
Revenue 68, 238. 322 

Riots, Ike. 108,323 

Royal academy 3*8 

—sod fy 437, 442 

Scotland— disturbances in 158, 175, 337; a 
battle in 238, 354; tmron of the exche- 
quer 343; representation 413; church 
of 438 

Scott, sir Walter 128 

Sfdkktnt, See. 48 

Sheep, extraordinary 158 

Sheffield Mercury, extract from 310 

Ship owners 347, 394 

Shipping, 460, 463 

Silver, plenty 394 

Smuggling 427 

Spain, oa relations with 48, 384; revolu- 
tion in honored 264 

Stage coaches, 460 

State of the country 48, 385, 303 

Stocks 108. 188, 268, 284, 343,394, 460 
Sunday newspapers 413 

Sussex, the duke of 48,60 

Taxes 322 

Theatre— plays prohibited 48 

Tbistbwood, A. tee “Cato street cousin* 
racy.** 

Throne, the heir of the 60; new one pre- 
paring i58 

Universities 450 

Yiei*, king's proclamation against 238 

Wages of weavers <ji 

Walts, the princess of— see “Queen’* above: 

a “Jack of all trad s’* iu 460 

Wellington, the duke of 61, 123 

West, Benjamin, dies 175: his collection 
of old palutiugs 460 

Wheat, price of 442 

Wife sold 268, 363 

Wukslvtsir Charles 25, 254, 343,413 
Wool, from New South Wales 48 

Woolen yam. length of a pound 442 

Working people, state of 323, 324, 39 j 
Yorkshire giaut 445 

Young, Arthur, dies 267 

Brown, rmj. geo. 224 

Butnos Ayres, state of affairs at 
25, 1 62; war with Artigus 162; 
flight of Pueynedon, revolu- 
tions, See. 162, 190, 237, 241; 
treaty, 8tc. 270; further pro- 
ceedings 285, 364 

Bunker’s Hill, the man who 
fired the first gun at, dies 446 

Butter, price of at Ctica, N. Y. 287 
C. 

Cadets, promoted 391; at New 
York 44.7 

-Cumpeuchy, the constitution 
adopted at 286 

Canada, imports and exports, 
&c. 65; Isle aux Noix 112; ta- 
riff 169; early potatoes 224; 
arrivals at Quebec 326; forti- 
fications at do. 398 

Candy,' the regalia of the king, 
in London 238 

Cannon, the proof of, prescrib- 
ed by the navy board 132 

Cape of Good Hope — colony at 364 
Capitol, of the United States 224 
Carey, Mr. liis “New Olive 
branch’ 9 57 

Carroll, Charles, of Carrollton 

329,447 

Cass, gov. his projected tour 150 
Caucus, called 97; abortion of 113 
Census, the 4th of the U..S. di- 
rections of the sec. of state 
for taking it 319; remarks 
upon the law, &<?. 450 


Chauncey, com. 432i 

Chesapeake frigate, Barron’s 
trial at length 171 

Chicago-state of affairs at 36U 
Chili — lord Cochrane’s pro- 
ceedings 25, 89, 91, 108; Spa- 
nish ship of 74 guns lost 
25; sundry captured 91; the 
San Telmo 108; Carrera 162; 
reduction of Valdivia 286; 
Com. Hardy arrives off the 
coast, report of the loss of 
lord Cochrane’s flag ship 416 
China — a French Mandarin of 363 
Clark, John, dies 271 

Clay, Mr. see congress — re- 
marks on his resolutions 97; 
a dinner given linn at Lex- 
ington 327 

Colonization of the free blacks 298 

C (rlumbia— the republic of— progress, civil 
and military 91; uiuvi iiic-uti, 8tc. *68; 
first vessel arriv.* under the new flag 
190; Rio dela Hachr 190, 886, 364, -398, 
416; rt ported battles 190. Mr. Torre* 
224; tiew* of the revolution in Spain re- 
ceived 240; L Mendez, minister at Lon- 
don 255; constitution proclaimed at 
Carthageiia 364; commissioners from 
Murillo 398; Bolivar 398; Dcvereux ar- 
rive* 398, 416; privateers 398; Aurv’t 


III 


Biddle, capt. of the navy 125,195 

Bill*, exhibit of the progress of 3 

Bonds, message of the president respecting 
66; do. Ibr duties 229 

Boyd. g-n. 55 

British coloiftrs. trade with, Sec. 52, 92, 
112. 124. 166; letter from the secretary 
of ;he treasury respecting 139 

Bulk ley, Benjamin G. 9,93 

Burrill. Mr 67 

But!; r, R. and others 8 

Canals, see “roads aud canals. 1 ' 

Capitol of the U. S. 68, 109, 284 

Card* li, Peter 192 

Castifiu, relitf to certain persons nt 1 10, 
111, 111 

‘ Caucus** 97, 111 

Census U. S. 8 8, 33; law 1 20 

Channing, W. 80 

Circulating medium— report of rise see. <4* 
treasury mentioned 1; at length 31, 70 
Civil appropriations 54 

Claims, on the settlement of 190, 195 

Clay, Mr. his resolutions 95,97, 11J, 112, 
195; thanks to, and his reply 233 

Collectors of the customs 233 

Colonisation 194,309 

Columbia, the district of 16, 92, 109, 139, 
150,464 

Constitution, proposed am endm e n ts 94, 1 ;o 
Cwniin®. ut rxpeims 18, l»» 

Crimes, bill for ttu- punishment of 109 


squadron 431; currespondence of Mo- 


Cumberland 
Customs, offlet rt of the 
Darlington, Mr. 

Debts, the collection of 
D catur. corn. 

! Defaulters 

j Delislc, Dudley and others 


66 , 67 
M 
436 
109, 112 
69,91,92 
109, 112 
110, 111 
163 
150 
190, 231 

Dudluip, a motion respecting 125, wo; 

(report) 127, IG1 

Duties 8; letter from the secretary of the 
treasury respecting 9; 00 a change of 
the manner ol payment 55, 69; on im- 
ports aud tonnage 127; on the prompt 
payment of 106, 182; lettdr respecting 
829 

Duvergne,B. 11 

East Indies, imports and exports from and 
to 288 

En tries, regulation of 92 

Erin, p a . 

Florida, report and bill to Cake possession 
of 32, 53; the treaty 119; motion to take 
CONubess. | j™Jp’*° n 195 »* ** ***•»“” retatious 

Academy, military 12, 54, 55, 56 j Floyd. Mr. 136 

Accounts, acts for the settlement ol 79 For , i|?n armed TeMe |, n 2 32 

Fouest, Mr. 439 

Fortifications, &c. civil jurisdiction over 
28; contracts for building, 31; appro- 
priations 3X 

1 Franking ll 

treaty of Ghent J’* French spoliations 55,67, 127; affairs 166; 

Adjournment 66, 67,94, 95,182 183! ypsvds >32 

Agriculture, a committee ol 1 83 j Gales and Seaton, Mr. Randolph’s motion * 


! Departments, regulation of 
di«ri« ol‘— ttre .t’Guor^etown i «* 

1WS J 12; judiciary UJ, tW > 5«w art*, iSut fco. of 

tre burnt 151; depreciation ol* property I** ■■ al * amouut, etc. of 
- at Alexandria 25 1; churches in 416; City 
Hall *64 

1 Combustion, spontaneous 4tK) 

J Comet, a new hypothesis re- 
I specting 272 

Company, at sea 416 

Compliment to the editor 45 

Congress, on the manner of do- 
ing business in 3 

Congress of 1774, non-importa- 
tion agreement 225 


Acts, a lilt of passed at the session 234 
A'dam*, Mr. Ins letters to Mr. Lowndes 59; 
report on the case of J. Smith 67; on 
cliiims against the government* of St. 
Domingo 93; on the ixecution of the 


respecting 


Alabama 89, 148, 150; (French emigrants 

. ,f 0 . . , _ Gen. Armstrong privateer 

Appropriations, on the transfer of 13; na- Georgia * K 

ni 2 ?;;" 1 :..' “'«<«. ««»««« of ibe tw»ty* 
112, 124, 125, 126; general 56, 68, 109. 124 G idlroy, G. 

Arkansas 28, 149 Go.*tx,F. 


Army— rations, gee. ll: certain contracts 
16; appropriations, kc ahovei cost of the 
HatF, &c. 56; clothing 124, 146, 147. 150, 
183, 190, 193, 231; employment of to 
ro*ke a survey of the interior 177; a mo- 
tion for reduction 18 1; a plan for 195 

Auction duties 169, 185, 127, 148, 166, 181; I 
proct-ediugs, debate, &c. 182, 183; Mr. | 
Baldwin's speech 418' 

Bata ires dne from collectors, See. 229 

Baldwin, Mr. 69; his speech on the tariff I 
241; do. on (he duty bill 299; do. on the j 
Missouri question 403; on the auction 
bill 418 

Baltimore— respecting a cannon lost at 
Ninth Point 110 

Banks of the U. 8. 28, 31; general report 
of the secretary of the treasury 1 

—in thedisuictof Columbia 136, 127, 
163, 167, 177,182 

Bankruptcy, a system of 10, 32, 52, 56, 
67,91, 95, 109, 148 
Barbour, Mr. 11, ii4 

Mean lieu, capt. L. J. of the revolution 177 
Beecher, Mr. 13 


94,95 

185 

66, m 

54, UV 

52, 67 
67 


Good Friday, proposed adjournment on 119 
Gun powder, lead, Sec. lottird 8, 11, 16 
Half pay officers of the rev. army j 28 
Hall of the house of rep. 232 

Hay ti— see “St. Domingo’’ below. 

Heaps, John 125,177 

Imports and tonnage 127 

Illinois 125, 148, 233 

Importations, value of for four years ziU 

Indiana (aud Illinois) bou ml.iri US 

Indians— a htlf to I icriisr traders with i\* 
report ou thn trade 143; do. to the . • 
nate 155; trading hou.t and trade 1 

1 1. 23. y 

•the StocUbmlge 


-the Chippewa* 


94,114, 127. 167 
11 . S3 
433 
143, 192 
127 
28 
329 


Internal revenue 
Iron, of duties upon 
Jackson, gen. A. 

-Uis memorial 

Journals of the old congress 54, 147; of 
the convention log 

Judges (district) 124,127 

Judicial syst-m 153 

Judicivy of the dirt, of Columbia ids, \pr 
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INDEX. 


Junidiction, eivU, of the jtates 
Kruturky 
Itvrmion, L*de 
King, Mr. ofN. T. 

-Col. William 


53 

__ 310,183,231 

167, 190; 2 per cent, fund 10; Mile* of 33, 
66 . 67: quantity unsold, tre. 14®; report 
on the application of certain Swiw 107; 
on reduang the price of, &c.l50j titles 194 
jsMws-iec »*Law»;'’ on the panage of 9; 
pyrnuj^rf 

Loan, the, for 1820, 148, 183, 103, 23 1, 233 

Ti~**i»i>n*i French awfBpaniah grants in 
53, 69 

LouUiana— great claimi to land in 147 

Lowndes. Mr. 14. f 3 . 59 » 0, » 


Lyon, Matthew 


124 


83.92, uo 
127 
11 

16, 180 
194, 195 
11,140 
194 

relations 


Maine, memorial of the members from 
7; of the bill 9; conference 10; courts in 
29; representatives 52, 92,110 

Marine hospital money 
Massachusetts 
Manufactures, generally 
McNeil, Joseph 
Mediterranean squadron 
I lee ting of congress 
Meigs, Mr. 

Mercer, Hn 

Message of the preaident- 

with Spain 33, 54. 191,230; on thetrea* 

2 r of cession with Georgia 66; on the 
umbi-rl&nd road 66; about the bonds 
of collectors, &c. 

Michigan **. *49, 167 

Militia 16, 110; (return for W 19- 960 
124, 139, 146, 150 4 163, 164,231 
Military establishment, see army. 

MiHer, Christuphi r }J} 

Mint, the 55; amount ofeo»nage,6v. 136, 141 
Mississippi ami Ohio rivers, survey of 54 
Missouri expedition 6 

■ ■ respecting slavery, in, See. 9, 10, 

12, 13, 14. 15, 16. 17, 27, Mr. Tay- 
lor’s speech iTs Mr. Pinckney s 349; Mr. 
8**rg**a»t’s 367; Mr. Baldwin’s 400; Mr J 
Darlington’s 436; Mr. Forrest’s 439; Mr* 
Tucker’s 453; Mr. Smith’s 458 

Molasses, against the increase of duties 

Navigation, the act concerning^! *5.^117^ ^ 

Nary— small vessel*. 150. 167, 231; sur* 
g^ns in 164; regulations respecting 
presents, freights. 6r. 167, 177, 181, 
195, 230; rules and regulations (general) 
177; employment of certain officers to 
make surveys 177: Mr. Williams* mo- 
tion 180: organization qf navy board, &c, 
181; peape establishment 193; timber^ 

10 
232 
232 


Newpon, Robert 
Newton, Mr. 

North Carolina, the coast of 


Office, of the term of, in certain eases 1 90, 
531 

Ohio and Mississippi river* 54; conrtf in 
4lie state II; pre-emption right 66, 147, 
231, v 32; boundaries 167 

Order, a curious question of 127 

Otis, Mr. „ J M 

Paper. fur an increase of duty upon 127 
J* enmj lvania— Mr. Pindall’s motion 111 
Pentium and pensioners 8, 10, 36, 68, 69; 
tile new bill 93, 110, 124, 185, 125, 128. 

163, 166,194, 195, 230 
Perry, com. O. H. 13,111 

Pet '.turns, «l right 112; a motion respecting 
the receipt of a U3 

Pintt. John H. ^ 33,124 

Pinektuy. Mr. of 8. C, 349 

I'iudnll, Mr* HI 

piracy 163, 164, 196,230 

Piaster of Paris 
Post efflee. general 
Pre-emption rights 
priva'cer pension fund 
privan-ering 
private cin'nns 


163, 164,165 
23 1 
J95,23*| 
94, 140 
166 
97 
94 
30 
187 

purely, R. II 

JUtnage, lieut. 109 

Randolph, Mr. 11,12,30,69,92,94,95 

iteid. rapt. Samoa) C. 126 

Reports— of the sremary of the treasury 
on ban^s and a circulating medium 1, 
n, 31, 34 fa 45, gun 7p lu 79; of the cum. 


private property t*k#*ufor public use 
i*rivil r allt-grd breath of 
Public iniiMings 


mittee on foreign relations 32, 53; on 
public lands 107; on the execution of 
the treaty of Ghent 117; on the admiins- ! 
t ration of the navy HO; of the commit- 
tee of wtys and means 141; on the In- 
dian trade ;43tdo> in the senate 155; oo I 
the public buildings 187; about the na- 
vy board, &c. 181 

Revenue, net amount of fbr several yean 
229; officers 233; internal 148,192 

Revolutionary array, officers of 148 

Road, the great western 56, 163 177 

Roods and canals, 163, 177, 191, 194,232, 233 
Rules, proposed alterations, &e. 14, 30, 

31, 52, 54, 55, 93, 178, 180, 192 
Savannah, petition from certain mer- 
chants „ 8,124,125 

Seamen, about the discharge of certain 16; 
for the relief of disabled, 127, 147, 166, 
231, 232 

Seminole war, 10, 13, 38, 66, 93, 149, 192 
Senate, rules of 67 

Sergeant, Mr. .. **67 

Session, on the dose of— see adjournment. 
Sinking fund l® 3 * 1*4 

.Slavery, the prevention o < 8te, 9, 10, 13, 

14, 15, 16,27, 29; on the abolition oft 149 
Staves, on the restitution of, 92, 111; on 
the importation of sume 1 10, 111 

Slave trade, 194, *30, 231; interesting de- 
tail of the proceedings thereon 307 
Smith, Mr. IS*, 453 

Smith, James ®7 

Spain, relations with 32, 53, 59, 81 212; 

claims against 56 

Speech?!, on tbe Missouri question— Mr. 
Taylor’s 17, Mr.Pmckneyu, of S. C, 349, 
Mr. Sergeant s, 367, Mr. Baldwin’s 403, 
Mr.Darlington’s, 436, Mr. Forrest’s. 439, , 
Mr. Tucker’s, 453, Mr. Smith’s, of Md. 
458; of Mr. Williams on the appropria- 
tion for the increase of the navy, Stc. 
180, Mr. Floyd, on the same, 180; Mr. 
Baldwin’s on the tariff, 241, Mr. Lown- 
des, on the same, 259, sketch of Mr. 
Smith’s oq the same, 19t; of Mr. Bald- 
win, on the prompt payment of duties, 
299; of the same, on the auction bill, 418 
Spence, G» K. 178 

Spirituous liquors, proposed tax upon 178 
South American republics 195 

St. Domingo, claims against the chiefs, 93 
Steam boat company’s petition 52, 162, 
163, 178, 181 

Steel, John 163 

Stewart, com. 16 

Surveying of the coast 177, 132 

Sweden, spoliations af 67, 163 

Swiss emigrants 197 

Tariff, the new, proposed 60; bill at length 
133; Mr. Baldwin’s speech, 192. 241; 
Mr. Lowmita, 259: iu tbe senate, 127; 
various proceedings on 148, 150, 166, 
177, 178; comparative view of the duties, 
164; various speeches and motions no* 
ticed, 166, 167, 168, 178,181, 192; classi- 
fication of tbe votes, 169; indefinitely 
postponed in mate -178, 183 

Tennessee, 67, 148; circuit judge oft 

124, 127 

Timbertake, J. R. 177 

Treasury-report on the circulating me- 
dium, &c. 1, 34, 70; letter from the se- 
cretary respecting bonds for duties, 9; 
do. about toe trade with the British co- 
lonies. 139; bill fot the better organiza- 
tion of the department, 92, 109, 112,233; 
respecting bonds for duties, 229 

Tucker, Mr. 453 

Waite’s state papers 92 

Walker, David, dies, proceedings 15 

Washington, gen. remains of, Ktc. 125 

Washington city and charter, 134, 127, 
183, 190, 194, 231 
Ways and means, report of tbe com. 141 
Wilkiuson, gen. 127, 148, 190 

Williams, Mr. of N. C. 179 

Winter, Klisha 148, 163, 192, 195 

Yeas and nays— in the senate, on the Mis- 
souri question, tt, 10. 27, 23: respecting 
a law about the public lands, 10, 32: on 
the appropriation for tbe Missouri ex- 
pedition. 56,9$s about the bankrupt law 
66. 95, 108; on the act oonceming navi- 
gation, 124: about the salaries of certain 
judges 125: on tbe bill about elo thing 
the army, 146: on Winter's claim, 147: 
respecting roads and canals, 163, 177: 
on the revolutionary pension bill, 163: 
about the banks in the district of Colum- 
bia, 177: on the tariff bill, Wfc respects 


ing the term of certain offices, 190< on 
a canal bill, 191: on the nevo. pension 
bill, 230: In the home, on tbe Missouri 
bill, 13, 14, 15, 29, 30: respecting a rule 
of the house, 31: about the Cumberland 
road 68: about the rev. pension law 110, 

1 11: on the bill respecting the surviving 
officers of the rev. army, 148: on the 
new tariff, 148, 192; oo Mr. Cohh’s pro- 
posed amendment to the constitution. 

149: on the bill to change the mode of 
disposing of the public lands, 162: on 
the new tariff bill, I78t on the auction 
bill, 183: respecting tbe time for meet- 
ing at the next session, 194: on a motion 
to take possession of tbe Florida*, 195: 
ou the loan bill 23*. 

Connecticut —a present to tbe editor from 
Middletown 45; election of governor 
126; U. S. senator 240; sand discovered 
to make glass 240; poll tax 288; expen- 
ditures, school fund, and election ex- 
pense* 312; bishops rand 326; the Ro- 
gcree nt 666 

Corn, a great crop of 2 72 

Corn w&llis’ surrender, the paint- 
ing of 389 

Constitution of the U. S. naval 
fraternal association 424 

Contagion, remarks upon 451 

Cotton, its product, &c. 47 

Court martial at Detroit 431; on 
rosj. Wooley and capt. John- 
son 464 

CdAc— reported insurrection in 65, 161; 
slave trade 162; proclamation of the con- 
stitution, &c. 176, 239; arrival of sptcie 
239; great benediction 239; arrivals of 
French flour at 287; gen. Renovates 
286; newspapers established 343; mili- 
tia 415; Havana 161 

Cumberland road, see “con- 
gress** and 57 

Currency— see report of the se- 
cretary of the treasury— gov. 
Wolcott’s pamphlet noticed 98 
Customs, various particulars re- 
specting 229 

D. 

Darlington, Dr. William 112; a 
dinner given him at West 
Chester 327 

Decatur, com. his duel with 
com. Barron, and death 57, 

69, 95; the affair noticed 97; 
correspondence 98; “Indian 
oration” on his death 418 

Delaware— governor’s message 
33; representation 138 

“Democrat of ’98” on the signs 
of the times 3 

Denmark — small pox banished 
325; failure of a banking 
house 446 

Detroit — Hull'* flag staff falls 256 

Dickson, col. William, dies 398 

Direct taxes of the U. S. of pro- 
perty sold for 355 

Dixon, Robert, the famous 257 

“Domestic Economist,” publi- 
cation declined 153 

Downes, capt. and lord Coch- 
rane 39 

Drunkard’s death 416 

Duel, between Bsrron and De- 
catur, noticed, reports of its 
cause, &c. 57; see “Decatur:” 
at Gibraltar 272; horrid 326; 
another 464 

Duponts, the Messrs, of Rran- 
dywine, and their cloths 40t 
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* E. 

Eatt Indiet — Palembang 286 pi- 
rates in the Persian golf 286; 
act of a tyger 397 

Eclipse of the sun 328 

Economy recommended 3 

Edinburg Review, extract fr. 334 
EAtori , U remark*— on the' news from 
Spiro 1, 154; the manner of doing bu- 
siness m congress 3, 7; on the sieve 
question 25; on the seizure of the Flo- 
raws 46; European prospects *8; Bett- 
£»** persecutions 82; Mr. Clay’s reso- 
lution* 97; flitandsl 1IJ, 137; on the 
naTy J l4; neW “rW ll *S appointments 
«o office 137; on representation in 
Konh Carolina, &c. 138; “Modern Van- 
ttb n U3;onour Indiana 154; on a para- 
graph from a %t Louis newspaper 170. 
i«5i; the * home of the free# 1 170; note to 
•‘Amicus’* 273; to agents and subseribers 
X73; on a tale about eight millions of 
dotfars heing offered by Spain 273; small 
change *74; crew of the Irresistible pri- 
vateer 275; the -Cato street conspira- 
tors’* 274; on the slave trade *78: on the 
failure of the tariff bill, and an article 
from the Richmond Enquirer 207; on 
colonizing the free blacks 208; on pi* 
votes, kc. 208; on independence 313; 
on the loan for 1820, 315; on the pen- 
sion law, kc. 345; on certain British 
commercial papers 345; on the pomp 
nod parade respecting the mail robtiers 
36i ; ou foreign news 385, 449; on cir- 
culating things about the Missouri ques- 
cum 385; on American manufactures 
401; on Americans at sea 417; on the 
new bank in IVu newer 433; on the 
Hose of the year 44V; an the census 450; 
on the yellow fever 451 

E-SUl * 1 — progress of cultivation, 

&c 326 

Emigration to the U. S. Mr. 
Adams' letter to Mr.Fursten- 
waerther 158; passengers ar- 
rived at New York 388, 399 
Enquirer (Richmond) 297 

European prospects 08 

Exchange, table of, by the sec. 

of the treasury 79 

Exports of the U. S. 228 

F. 

Fayette, la, the marquis of 96 

Finances of the U. S. remarks 
upon 115, 137 

Fire ip the woods 224; at New 
York and Schenectady 326 
Florida . Sec congress — anedi- 
* torial article on the proposed 
seizure of 46; noticed 81; mi- 
litary disturbance at St. Au- 
gustine 311; governor's son 
captured 326,364 

Flour, price of 33, 365, 416 
Floyd, William, of New York 447 
Ford, major M. dies 360 

Foray tb, Mr. toasted in Lon- 
don 264 

France. 

Soult, 25; Vamlamme, 25; the 
hank 25; of the king, 49, 269; Le- 
valette, 49, 255; Bassano, 49; of 
the winter in, 49; bank of France, 
49; finances, 49; La Fayette, 49, 
96, 158; fire at Xerer, 49: treaty 
with Algiers 51; editorial remarks 
58; liberty of the press, 62, 159, 
258, 269, o43, 359, 41 4; prelates, 
324; assassination of the duke of 
B«m, &c. 62, 63, 91, 108, 343; 
Eeacnzes, 62, 63, 108, 175; cham- 
hcfpf peers, 63, 159; “modern 


Vandaft” 153; riotous dispositions, 
kc. 63,' 108, 123, 159, 343, 395, 
414, 462; new laws proposed, 91; 
British residents at Paris, 108; Mo- 
reau's monument, 159; Benjamin 
Constant, 160, 343; to secure a 
successor for the throne, 123, 175, 
prayers of the ladies for it, 462; 
Swiss guards, 159, 255, 430; law 
of arrests, 159, 431; “Minerva,” 
159, 189; the Bourbons 160; cham- 
ber of deputies, debates 159, 269, 
395, 414, 44o, 462; Louvel, the as- 
sassin, 175, 269, 395, 414; lettres 
de catchet 160, 223, 269; ‘radicals’ 
175, 395; army, 175; agriculture, 
175; parties, 189, 223, 395; Grou- 
chy 224, 443; censors of the press, 
237,238; incendiary handbills 238; 
apprehensions 238, 254, 255; Clau- 
zel, 254, 443; ballad makers, 254; 
projected assassination, 254; a pe- 
ruke maker, 255; whistling! 254; 
M. de Neuville 256; Harbaud's pe- 
tition, 269; Yolney, dies, 284, 359; 
notices of the progress of the arts, 
321; duchess of Berri, 324; dis- 
turbances, 430, 431; duke ofAn- 
gouleme,324; population and con- 
sumption of Paris, 363; a Chinese 
mandarin visits his native country I 
363; election law 62, 395, 414, 430, 
462; salt mines of Muerthe, 416; 
claims of Algiers 443; navy 443; 
proceedings oh the tonnage duty 
laid in the U. S. 443; a tri-colored 
flag! 462; an Englishman in a mob 
462; the revenue, how apportion- 
ed, 462; of the grant to the widow 
of Moreau, 462; pensions, 462. 
Frog found in a bed of gravel 328 
G. 

Gallatin, Mr. to the secretary of 
state 221; the same to the 
same on our commercial re- 
lations with France 445 

Gassawa y, gen John, dies 328 

Georgia— of the anfferen by the fire at 
. Savannah, Ike. 33; correspondence with 
the mayors of Baltimore and New York, 
«<*• 87; new attempts to fire the city 
151; amount of donations received 448; 
notices of a small farm in 47; corres- 
pondence respecting certain slaves 118; 
anciquitirs in 447 

Germany — inundation of the Rhine 85, 

51; canal from the Danube to the Adria- 
tic 50; Hamburg 50, 307 ; dreadful slate 
of the press 50; Cassel 5 1, 325, 343; H*-«- 
se Hamburg 51; Wirtembiug 5), 16I; 
emigrations 101; Liberty of the press, 

&c. 16 J; f-udal service 161, 176; con- 
scripts 161; universities, sedition-, &c. 
161: Saudt 360, 397; fire at Ulsar ill- 
* manufacturers lei, .195; Mi-elileiiberg 
, i7 * ; £ r "’ at firri-f °f the elector 
of II sc . 325; Vienna authors, Ac, 325; 
Tru-st- 1 5 ; influx of British goods 360, 
397, 462; the emperor’s preparation fur 
budding ships 160; Austrian loan 105- 
sinking fund 446; Hanover 445; a J»-w ' 
rrtu*es the -price of blood’’ 415; the 
confederation 4,4 

Ghent, execution of the treat v 
of ’ H7 

Gibraltar, duels at 271 ; peace 
made at 43 1 

Glass, a sand discovered suita- 
ble for the making of 240 

Glory, remarks upon, from the 
Edinburg review 344 


Graham, John, esq. 400; dies 431 
r Greece, the college at Chios 325 
Greene, cashier 360, 398 

Gregor McGregor 463 

Gross, Michael, dies 398 

Guineamen 287, 343 

Guy, Francis, dies 464 

H. 

Hancock, col. George, dies 446 
“Hancock and Adams,” two 
pieces of cannon 287 

Handy, col. Geo. dies 448 

“Hard times,” a cure forejudge 
Ross' charge 321 

Hayti— royal proceedings— in- 
surrection suppressed — du- 
ties 270; free blacks invited to*' 
emigrate 326; revenue of Cape 
^Jiewy 343 

Heaps, the mail driver 223«— 
see congress 

Hogs» very large ones 33 

‘‘Holy alliance” 188 

“Home of the free” 179 

Hull, capt. his order on the loss 
ot the schr. Quaker 96 

Hungary, population of 325 

I. 

I/linoio — the British settlement 
in 117; presidential election ' 
law 39 <j 

Imports of the U. S. 228 

Impressment, a case of at Ha- 
vana 2 

Incendiaries 95 

Independence, remarks upon 
313, 360; toasts. See. on the 
anniversary of 398, 447 

Indiana — cultivation of the vine 
1 , re P°rted silver mine in 432 
'Jnrftane— the Sioux and Ponkai 96; de- 
predations 224, 360, 400; British talk 
to 258; the secretary of war’s regula- 
tion* of intercoms with, 129; editorial 
remarks on their state, 8c t. of 154 , 247; 
the Wmnebagoea. fcc. and proapectof 
war i57, 40); peace 416; civS war 
among the Choctaws 288, 432; 0 f Ml*, 
aouri 358; on their way to receive div- 
kou frOD1 lbe 30 °i the PenoU- 

Iotiian islands — insurrection and** 6 * 
battles in ^ 

Irresistible privateer— her crew 
256; the case of 275 

Italy-n quaW* vi.it to (he pope 51; 
eruption of Veauviu* 51; pope’* circi 
Je,uitl l«l; Wrtb extraordf- 
nary I 61 , convent* hi Naples 161 - fall 

iSTZSSsr e*!ii 

tude* 223; galley slave* at Rome 239 - 
of flerculaneum a^d Pom- 
pen 364; tV reiMiblie of St. Marino 3Q7- 
f Protf.tant c .nrch at Rome 4 i?;he* 
te*timou 7 of the pope to lie takeu ro 
be used in a British court of law' 42 s 

J. 

Jackson, gen. his effigy trallant- 
ly destroyed at York, U. C. 
271; his memorial to the sc- 

r„ nate * *29 

Jaconet muslin, American 399 

Japan — population of Jeddo,&c. 

Java, failures at 4^ , 

Jefferson, Mr. extract of his let- " 
ter on the Missouri question 
47; a remark ol his respect- 
ing the revenue collected at 
a custom house 305; his age 447 
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Johnson, col. It. M. the sword 
prepared for him 151; pre- 
sented 152, 

Johnson, capt, 464; 

Jones, Paul, a proposed publi- 
cation respecting 320 

K. 

Keeler, Kent. Samuel, dies 464 
JCentucky — banks 151; the re- 
plevin laW 328 

Sing, col. sentence against 
him 152 

Kosciusko, general, his benevo- 
lent will 69 

L. 

Labor, its properties noticed 1 
Lamb, price of 287 

Lands, public, see “eongress”— 
sales of in Michigan 96; sales 
in Alabama 365; remarks on 
the new law for disposing of 
them 387 

Lapland — a great water fall in 51 

Law cases, ere.— decision of the tupreme 
court on piracy 65; of the rarae re- 
specting militia flue* 66; revpeciing 
cent* *56; the Spanish consul w- cer- 
tain bales of cochineal at Norfolk, 
brought in by a patriot privateer 310; 
caw of certain men destined for a pri- 
vateer 325; usury 3**1 on the replevin 
Jaw of Kentucky 32B; about the halves 
of bank notes 340; of a colored woman 
In New Jersey 344; extract from judge 
Store’s charge on piracy and murder 
275; it Cincinnati, about the authority 
of the bank of the U. S. to discount 
notes 

lows— for taking the 4th census ISO; new 
tonnage on French vessels 235; on the 
crime of piracy 236; additional naval 
force 236; concerning navigation 236; 
authorizing a loan 314 

Leacvaft, John R. dies 446 

Le e, Robert, of New J ersey 447 
“Let us see the light,” an essay 
on the settlement of accounts 79 
Letter of a director of the bank 
of the U. S. 387 

Lightning — British manufacture 
5f 398 

Lincoln, Levi, dies 168 

Loan of the U. S. for 1820 — see 
“congress;” taken by the 
bank of U. P. 312; the law, 
treasury circular and edito- 
rial remarks on the negocia- 
tion with the bank 314 

Loans, &c. 115, 153 

Logan, William, of Kentucky, 
honorable proceeding of 311 
Louisiana — trade at New Or- 
leans 151; fires, &c. at 288; 
election 464 

Lyon, col. Matthew 113 

M. 

Macdonough, com. 69, 327 

Madison, lieut. and Lafitte 138 
Mail robberies mentioned 1; 

robbed and the robber caught 6 
Mail robbery, near Baltimore, 
81, 150; do. near New York 
81, 128; Hutton and Hull exe- 
cuted 360, 361 

Maine- progress of the new government 
70; election of governor 121; bonks 240; 
election of senators 240; message of the 
governor 281; election of senators, sala- 
ries of officers and banks 342; a toast 
given by the gor. 313; gyms of Maine 


313; talk to the Penobscot lod<aiffs62; < 
a remark on organizing the govern- 
ment 366; general orders of the gov. 366 
Malory, Charles K. dies 168 
Manufacture*, &c. cloth pre- 
sented to the editor 45; Bri- 
tish combination 151; Du- 
pont's cloths, and paper fur- 
nished to congress 401 

Marriages, noticed 48, 69; pro- 
mise 326; extraordinary 399 
Masonic, eleetion 365 

Maryland — about liberating the 
Jews 33; representation 138; 
penitentiary 365; executive 
communication 129 

Massachusetts— election of go- 
vernor 128; do. of a senator 
312; governor’s speech 423 
Maxey, the rev. Jonathan dies 287 
Mephetic gas 400 

Methodist society in the U. S. 24 
Meurthe, salt mines 416 

Michigan — sales of* public lands 
in ' 96 

lake, post at Green bay 240 

Middleton, Mr. 112 

Middletown, Con. a present 
from 45 

Militia, return of 96, 139 

Missouri— question, see .slave question 
and aongress. Mr. Randolph’s adver- 
tisement 115; expedition, see “congress” 
and 06, 326, 448; elections 240; remarks 
258; remarks on a paragraph in a St. 
Louis newspaper 170; Indians in the ter- 
ritory 358; do ou certain silly or wick- 
ed things, pro and con 385; white and 
red lead 300; mephetic gas, new market 
for cattle 400; progress, &c. of the con- 
vention 400, 448; great flood in the ri- 
ver 446; remarks ou the speeches 449; 
imprudent remarks 1 451 I 

Mitchell, gen. D. O. 118 

“Modern Vandals” 153 

Money, cheap 153, 360 

Monitor, Ohio, — extract from 365 
Mountain, a moving one 431 
Mullony, capt. appointed consul 
to Tangiers 240 

N. 

National Gazette, extract from 
277,395 

Navy and naval afftdrs — The schooner 
Hornet at Havana 2, 69; Enterprise 
162, 271. 464; Congress fr. 69, 224, 311, 
416; Columbus 74—151, 168, 184, 398; 
Lynx 287,446; Macedonian 69, 89, 184, 
271; John Adam* 271, 343; Constella- , 
tkm 168,287, 416; loss of the schooner 
Quaker and several officers and men 96: 

. remarks on the perfection of the ships, 
&c. 114; Cyane 168; prizes sent in 241; 
proof of cannon 132; Franklin 168, 288; 
Ohio 184, 256; ship building at Boston 
224; Constitution 334; Nousuch 256, 
.416; names of onr vessels 256, 399; 
North Carolina 74, 432; Guerritre, the . 
officers of) See. 271, 431; progress of 
building, &c. 371, 447; officers in ser- 
vice 287; depot 287; navy board 132, 
340; Mediterranean squadron 27 1, 311, 
431; general order respecting uniform 
341; respecting midshipmen 365; chari- 
table association of officers 365; frater- 
nal association 424 

Ntikeriamds- inundations 51, 64; national 
debt 161; arrest and acquittal of an 
agent from the S. American patriots 
343; restraint on ihe press 396; a mov- 
ing mountain! 431; celebration of the 
battle of Waterloo 445 

Nevr Hampshire — report on the 
Virginia resolutions 337; mili- 
tia returns 399; state-prison 443 


-Vew Holland — a bank at id 

New York, state— Grand Island 33; ae- 
spectinr Mr. Tompkins 1 accounts 70; 
Judge Van Ness 128; institution for the 
dtafand dumb 1 5i; legislative proceed- 
ings If l; election 184; militia duty 184* 
canals 288, 311.326, 416; Holland land 
company 328; arrivals at Buflhlo S28; 
school funds 432 

New York, city— donations to Savannah 
88; Sunday schools 271; theatre burnt 
279; passengers arrived at 388; Thames 
water imported 447 

Newspapers, how to be carried 
in the mail 449 

Non importation agreement of 
congress, 1774— 225 

North Carolina — state of repre- 
sentation in 138; bridge at 
Fayetteville 151; presidential 
election law 399, 432; survey 
of the coast 448 

North West passage 81, 97 

O. 

Ohio — of the proposed canal 
from lake Erie to the river 
Ohio 24; default of the trea- 
surer 33; of the silver mine 
in 116; further account of 
the same 316; money to be 
received at the treasury 448 

Oil stones discovered in Penn- 
sylvania 326 

Olive branch, the new, by Mr. 

Carey 57 

Opal, precious, discovered in 
Mexico 344 

Ox, a very large one 33 

P. 

Packett, lieut. John, dies 128 

Paper furnished for congress 401 

Parga, misfortunes of the peo- 
ple of 159 

Patriot, the, pilot boat so cal- 
led 311 

Peale, Rembrandt 365 

Peckle, Frederick, dies 256 

“Pen cutter to congress” 447 

Penn’s treaty with the Indians 344 
Pennsylvania — report respect- 
ing the governor 33; improve- 
ment bill 33; convention at 
Carlisle 33; dead body ar- 
rested at West Chester. 96; 
thanks to H. Baldwin, esq. 
288; representation of a grand 
jury inspecting the state pri- 
son 312; Lewis, the famous 
robber 365, 398 

Pensioners, a muster of and 
toasts drank by 344; remarks 
on the law, case of a pension, 
a schedule, &c. 345, 386; at 
New Haven, Con. 365 

Percival, lieut. his letter re- 
specting the transport of mo- 
ney in the Macedonian 184 

Peru — shipments of specie 162 

Philadelphia — riot in the prison 
96; theatre burnt 112; offers 
for a loan 153; malignant fe- 
ver at and interments 431, ' 
447; chamber of commerce 
433; citizen of dies at New 
York, of the yellow fever 464 
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Viratci and piracies — several 
condemned at Baltimore 33; 1 

persons convicted of 70, 256; 
to be executed 112, 240,288;' 
executions 128, 365; remarks 
298; at New Orleans 256; 
caught 287; in the Mediterra- 
nean 398; off* Florida 416 
Plaster of Paris, duty on the ex- 
port, See. 168; quarries on the 
Susquehannah 184| 

Poland — monument to Koscius- 


ko 


286] 

83 

113 

in 


Pope, the, a circular of 
Population, probable 
Portugal — severe weather 
51; a revolution spoken of 
223; quiet 259; Spanish news- 
papers prohibited 286; Ber- 
resford’s departure for Bra- 
zil 364; house of Cadaval 397 

Post office, general regulations 
of 448| 

Prairie du Chi en 400] 

Presbyterian church, recom- 
mends a fast 366| 

Presence of mind 168] 

President of the U. S. 255 

Presidential election 398 

Press, state of the, in Europe 223' 
Printing, an improvement in 96 j 
Prisoners (Am.) released in ] 

Spain 280 

Privateering 326; 

Promotions— see “appointments 1 
Prussia — freedom of the press 
5 1, 325; king melancholy 161 ; 
of a constitution for 223, 462 
Q. 

Quaker, the schooner, loss of 96 
R 

Stamage, lieut. of the navy 
Randolph, John 115 

Register, increase of subscribers 
to 57; on the close of the vo- 
lume 449 

Religious persecutions 81 

Representation in Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia and N. 
Carolina 138 

Revolutionary pensioners — see 
“congress;” regulations and 
forms from the department of 
war 227; soldiers, aged 447 

Revolution, “principles and acts 
of,” 274] 

Rhode hland — pay for militia 
services, prosperity of its ma- 
nufactures 272; rejects cer- 
tain proposed amendments to 
the constitution 344] 

Richmond proceedings on the 
circular of the Philadelphia 
chamber of commerce 433 
Road, military 287; the great 
western, see “congress” andSll 
Kogereens, tbe,a nligious sect366] 
Rondeau privateer 343 

Ross, judge, his charge to cure 
hard times 321 

Ratslo— of the weather in 51; 
.Kamchatka 51; of the trulementi in 
America 51; new tariff 5i; trade with 
SfeU. 8. 51; the army 61, 161, 125; re- 


lief from taxation 64; of the emperor 
161: wolrea 161; royal plate 161; war 
with the Turka, apoken of S39, 325; a 
decree mentioned 219; commerce, &e. 
270; steam boats 446; education— voy- 
ages of discovery— bibles turned into 
cartridges— Jt-auio, and supposed de- 
aiga upon Turkey 321; Jewish converts 
415; loan 431; a palace burnt 431 

S. 

Sag-Harbor, N. Y. whaling ves- 
sels at 446 

Salt water, abundance of 256; 
reduced price of in N. York 311 
— mines of Meurtbe 416 

Sandwich Islands 311, 398 

Sardinia, a consul from the king 


of 224 

Savannah, see “Georgia.” 

Scott, maj. gen. 271 

Sea serpent, again 447 

Seamen, American, skill, &c. 


of 

417 

Season, the, remarks on 

96 

Shakers, their liberality 

464 

Shuler, Mr. his circular 

446 


“Signs of the times” 

Silver mines -see Ohio and In- 
diana 

Slave question— brief notices of 
1; essay on the subject 25; re- 
marks and statistics 47; Mr. 
Jefferson's letter 47; facts and 
remarks 278; New Hamp- 
shire report 357; see “con- 
gress,” “Missouri,” &c. 

Slave trade, interrupted by the 
Cyane 241, 279; prisoners 
sent to the U. States 365 

Slaves, correspondence respect- 
ing certain, said to be intro- 
duced 118 

Sleighing on the ice — an inte- 
resting incident 168 

Small change 274 

Smith, gen. calls a “caucus” 97 

, capt. his voyages round 

the world 417 


Spain. 

Relations with the U. States — 
(see congress): noticed, 41, 168, 
169, 185; revolt of the troops, as 
first reported and expected revo- 
lution, 1, 25; reports, rumors and 
various details of the progress of 
things, 49, 50, 64, 91, 108, 124, 
137, 189, 284, 324, 359; editorial 
remarks, 58, 154; Mina, 223, 255, 
284; arrests, 64; Cadiz 64,91, 189, 
269: pompous letter of the king, 
91; gen.Vives, arrives, &c. 97, 113; 
constitution adopted by the king, 
proceedings, decrees, 8cc. in con- 
sequence, 137, 176, 189, 190, 223, 
238, 239, 255; liberation of pri- 
soners 176,270,280,462; massacre 
at Cadiz, 189, 223, 269, 3*3, 363; 
abolition of inquisition, 190, 237, 
238, 462; cession of the Floridas,j 
190; Aguero, 324; the constitution 
of the cortes, at full length, 196 to 
2l 2; new gazettes published, 223, 
255; of the cortes, 223, 414, 431; 
Quirega, 237, 255,311,324, 414— 
his correspondence with the bi 


shop of Cadiz and gen. Freyre 442; 
remains of I.acey honored, 237; 
Mr.Forsyth compliments the king 
238; Russian minister ditto, 237; 
British minister at Madrid, 238, 
283; citizens of Spain, 238, 311; 
monastries abolished, Sec. 339, 414; 
Barcelona, and the inquisition at, 
239; honors to the patriot chiefs, 
239, 270, 324, 431; exiles, 239; acts 
of the king, 255, 359, 363; the mi- 
litia, 2 55, 363; amnesty, 255; the 
cortes and South-America 255; L. 
Mendez, 2 55; British congratula- 
tions, 270, 396; French do. 396; 
Saxon do. 396; Dutch do. 396; 
said to have offered eight millions 
to the U. States to get don Onis 
received ! 273; reported flight of 
the king, 284; his address to his 
subjects beyond the seas, 285; 
galley slaves and the priests, 284; 
congratulation of Mr. Rich, U. S. 
consul, 284; Guineamen, 287; pa- 
triotic donations, 311, 414; disas- 
trous bull fight, 343; disturbances, 
359, 396; the friars, 360; Soutli- 
American states 3t provinces, 364; 
Saragossa, 396; books free of du- 
ties! 396; refractory members of 
the old cortes, 396; naval officers' 
address to the king, 396; remarks 
on Mr. Monroe and the conduct of 
the U. S. 397; political clubs, 414; 
slave trade, 415; duke de Frias, 
415; the king’s petiticoat for the 
Virgin! 431; decrees 431; marquis 
de Villa Prayres, 431; loan propos- 
ed 359, 396; signs of vassalage de- 
stroyed 359; Mr. Meade's case 462; 
Toledo 462; plague at Majorca 46?. 
j Spalding, Joseph, dies 446 

Specie, arrivals of 288; abun- 
dant 365 

Steam— a packet from New Toik to New 
Orleans S3; a boat from Rio Janeiro 90; 
coach in Ireland 90; boat Columbus, 
provided with a “snag room," 11 2; great 
voyage 112; many, at New Orleans 272; 
power of, exhibited at New York 288; 
the Comet 300; the Calhoun 300; Chan- 
cellor Livingston 440 

Stockjobbing 464 

Stocks of the U. S. prices of 360 
Story, judge, extract from one 
of his charges 27 5 

Supreme court of the U. S. see 
law, &c. adjourns 69 

Sweden — population 239; in- 
creased duties in favor of do- 
mestic manufactures 397; pro- 
hibition of coffee repealed 446 
T. 

Tammany, Cornelius, an Indian 
chief, dies 128 

Tariff— the new, proposed, see •‘congress” 
and 8|; remarks upon 114, 169, 225; vote 
on the 3d rending, by states 169; moans* 
ing for the failure of the bill 241 ; re- 
marks on its fail ore 297; further re- 
marks on the subject gemsally and on 
a circular letter from Philadelphia 433 
Tennessee — special session of the 
legislature 272; governor's 
message 398; of the new 
bank in 433, 452 

Texas, arrest of “pal riots” 
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bound to 288; Indian popula- 
tion of 328 

Thief, unlucky 288 

Thompson, Charles, toasted 345 
Tiger, dreadful courage and 
fury of a 397 

Time, a match against 33 

“Times," the state of 151 

Tompkins, vice president D. D. 
elected G. M. of masons 365; 
see “New York.” 

Tonnage entered at different 
ports 228 

Torpedoes, to blow up whales 432 
Tour, gov. Cass to set out on a 150 
Travelling, rapid 33, 288, 344 
Treasury of the U. S. 115 

'Treaty with the Chippewas 112 
Trumbull, col. the painter 326; 
account of his surrender of 
Cornwallis 382 

Turkey — i nsurrections 52, 397; 
at Aleppo 326; Ali Pacha 397, 


415, 431, 446, 462; navigation 
of the Tigris 462; do. of the 
Euphrates 462; fire at Con- 
stantinople 463 

U. 

Usury, a law case respecting 328 
Y. 

Vawter, Jesse, health of his fa- 
mily 464 

Pmtfzitf/o-B-progress of the pa- 
triots, &c. 52; Dr. Zea 52; of 
the fleet 65; see “Columbia" 
republic 

Vermont — election of censors 
and their duties 272 

Virginia — robberies of the mail 
in 1; Petersburg 33; laws 
about oystering 33; of the law 
to stay execution 33; repre- 
sentation 138; sales of land in 
for taxes 426 

W. 

Walker’s dictionary 365 


Wales, New South, wool im- 
ported from 49 

War, a speck of 257 

Walsh's appeal, notice of a re- 
view of 416 

Weather, remarks on, 72 years 
ago 322 

Weaving, rapid 434 

West Indie * — Porto Rico 162, 
239, 286; Trinidad 176; Tor- 
tola 270; privateers trouble- 
some 343 

j W est Point cadets 240 

i Wheat, price of 328 

i Wheeler, Samuel, dies 256 

Williams, capt. N. his remains 
disinterred 448 

Wilson, the privateer 326, 328, 

343,364,398, 416 
Wooley, major 464 

» Y. 

Yellow fever, remarks upon 
the disease 461 
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(j^j*In obedience to a resolution to try to give the 
subscribers to the Register the full worth of the 
money required for it, a supplement of eight pages 
is attached to the present number* 

The title page and index for the last volume will 
be published next week. 

flCj^The arrangements for this number have been 
exceedingly deranged by the unusual space which 
we found it necessary to give up to the proceedings 
bf congress, on the highly interesting subject so long 
discussed in both houses. Their nature was such 
that we could not condense them, as our custom is, 
without an apprehension of neglecting something 
that ought to be clearly understood and generally 
known. It will be seen that the house of represen- 
tatives,having disagreed to all the amendtnentt of the 
senate to the Maine bill, has passed the Missouri 
bill with tlie contemplated restriction, by a small 
but decisive majority, manifested on several occa- 
sions. The matter is now before a committee of 
conference of the two houses, and the National In- 
telligencer says, “there is yet a hope of its being 
ultimately adjusted, in such a manner as that each 
party will attain part of its object — and, as it is 
hoped, will serve to tranquilize the present ferment 
bf the public mind.” QCj*P. S. See page 16. 

We have a copy of the report of the secretary of 
the treasury concerning a circulating medium, but 
not yet had time to read it. It is most likely that 
we shall insert the article entire, especially if Mr. 
Crawford has thrown the light which we hope that 
he has, on a matter so intevesting, and about which 
many sobeT- minded people are so much mistaken. 
A body of solid gold, as long, broad and high as from 
hence to the planet Hertchell, would be of no man- 
ner of use to Any one, unless there were means to 
get some of it into circulation — the mean t provided of 
earning money , through labor. Money it plenty— the 
six per cent, stocks are at 103 to 104; but there is 
little use for money in the hands of those who do 
not owe it. Hence it has a sluggish currency, and 
those who have it do not know wliat to do with it 
for themselves, and are afraid to trust it to others. 
Of late, the editor has been several times consulted 
as to the best means of investing money — and his 
advice uniformly was— pay your debts, if you owe 
any, and hold on to the balance, except so much as 
you may want for necessary expenses and rational 
enjoyment. If congress sets the manufactures to 
work, or any thing happens to give a stir to com- 
merce, money will be as “plenty” as a reasonable 
man can desire it to be. The people want employ- 
ment — without that, any scheme to relieve th« ge- 
neral distress must be mischievous, for our embar- 
rassments are not of a temporary character: they are 
the natural effects of a ruinous policy and wild spe- 
culation, public and private. 

Mini robberiet.—ln three instances, within about 
eighteen months, letters, mailed at James Town, Va. 
addressed to the editor, and containing small sums 
of money, have either been arrested in their pro- 
or pilfered before they reached Baltimore, 
would evidently shew’ that there is some vil- 
lain on the route, in whose discovery the public are 
Vol. XVIII. 1. 


much interested. There is hardly any, if any, spe- 
cies of crime against property so great as that of 
robbing the mail, and lessening the confidence of 
the people in this invaluable establishment. 

We observe also, that the southern mail, proceed- 
ing north to Charleston, was wholly taken from the 
driver, 13 miles south of Bee's Creek. We trust 
that this will terminate as all other similar offences 
have done — in the arrest of the criminals and the 
recovery of the property. It is one of those offences 
which so much strikes at the interest of every man, 
that all men are on the alert to detect the authors 
of it. 


Revolution in Spain! 

The ship Mendoza, capt. Ramberger, has arrived 
at Philadelphia, in 45 days from Cadiz, from which 
place she escaped on the 5th of January, an em- 
bargo having been laid on all the vessels in that 
port. The following is published in the Philadel- 
phia Gazette, as extracts from the journal of capt. 
Ramberger, who is represented “as being one of 
the most respectable of his profession, ami of un- 
questionable veracity.” 

From capt. Ramberger*t Journal . 

“On the 3d Jan. 1820, the news came to Cadiz, 
that part of the Spanish army consisting of 6000 
men, had taken possession of the Caraccas, (the 
king's navy -yard) ami the Isla, a town between Ca- 
diz and Caraccas -they had released the state pri- 
soners which were confined in Caraccas, and a col. 
of the prisoners put himself at their head; there 
was only one captain of the royalists killed, who op- 
posed the passage of the bridge at the Isla; he was 
shot by the colonel in person. Cadiz was as well 
as possible fortified; an advance guard was 9ent to 
garrisons strong fort which commands the road of 
Cadiz, and all the gates shut. Not a person allowed 
to go out or in without a written order from the 
governor; the whole city in great consternation; all 
the stores shut; the militia ordered out to patrole 
the streets; at 12 o'clock at night, we heard firing 
which lasted for half an hour. 

4th January— This morning the gates still shnt; 
we received intelligence, that an advance of five 
hundred men had made an attack on the fort which 
commands the road to> Cadiz, but were repulsed 
with the loss of seven men killed— The gates were 
opened this day at 12 o'clock. The communica- 
tion by land to the interior of Spain is stopped — 
provisions have augmented fifty per cent, this dsy. 
The genera] mail which started yesterday for the 
whole continent of* Europe and England, was stop- 
ped by the National troops (as they call themselves) 
and destroyed. This day the governor sent out a 
flag to the Isla, to know what the troops wanted; 
they sent for answer, they were very well situated; 
that they woukl not trouble Cadiz, as long as they 
would not interfere with them— that they were an 
advance of fifty thousand men; that they want the 
constitution of the Cortes y that they would not em- 
bark for South America; and that their arrears 
should be paid. They also said that ten thousand 
men had marched to Madrid to compel the king to 
grant their demands. This afternoon, the men of 
war in the bay bent their sails, and were ordered 
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to proceed to sea on a moment’s yarning. All the 
gun- boats have been manned and stationed at Pun- 
ishes, to prevent the National troops passing that 
post. The sailors and marines on board the men of 
war, and the regular troops in Cadiz have this day 
received their pay due them up to this dayrpromis- 
ing them that if they would remain faithful to the 
king, that they should be paid every month. All 
the provisions which were on board the transports 
for the great expedition, are disembarked and stor- 
ed in Cadiz. 

6th January. This day received intelligence of 
Porto Real, Porto Santa Maria, Sevilia, and all 
the neighboring towns, having been taken posses- 
sion of by the National troops, and all communica- 
tion with Cadiz stopped, all vessels in the bay em- 
bargoed, and no pilots permitted to leave the city. 

The state p:v>oners which were in the castle of 
St. Sebastian, made their escape last night; and it 
is said that they liave joined the National troops at 
Porto St. Maria. This night I made my escape out 
of the bay. 

The following is fVom a letter to a gentleman it) 
Philadelphia, dated 

"Cadiz, 5th January. 

"We are besieged by 6000 men of the army that 
was destined for Buenos Ayres, who are determin- 
ed not to embark. They have posseasion of the 
arsenal and all the country round; and lam inform- 
ed they have taken the city of Sevilia, and have 
proclaimed the constitution in every place they go. 

'J hey permit the boats with provisions and passen- 
gers to pass from all the places round; and have pro- 
claimed it death in any soldier that takes any thing 
from an inhabitant without paying for it. 1 think if 
they proceed in this manner they will be here in se- 
ven or eight days, without any bloodshed. The inha- 
bitants seem to be satisfied with their proceedings. 
There is not 700 men in this garrison, and they 
are not in confidence with their present govern- 
ment.” 

January 6. 

“It would appear that a strong division of the 
grand army, originally destined against Buenos 
Ayres, had orders toj-march for Cadiz, where a de- 
tachment to consist of 6000 men, were to be sent 
to succour Morillo. The day before yesterday 
2000 men entered the Isla, and at the bridge the 
marine guards attempted to oppose their entrance. 
The result was that the commander of the guards 
and the centinel were shot by the approaching 
troops. On their entering the town they disarmed 
the marine guards, took the captain general of 
marines prisoner, and proceeded for this place; but 
the ships of war in the bay having learnt what had 
tuk'-n place at Isla, sent about 400 marines, soldiers 
and officers, to the “Coita Dura,”* who on the ap- 
proach of the Insurgents, fired on them from the 
fort and killed. about 13 on the spot. 

The troops then retired U the bla, and then the 
commander (a colonel) issued a proclamation styl-| 
ing themselves the advance guard of the “constitu-j 
tional army.” Other commanders it is said, have 
gene with their respective divisions, which consist 
of the whole of the army of the expedition, to dif- 
ferent departments of the kingdom, and that the 
plot is of magnitude there is no doubt. I will write 
you soon and more fully, via Gibraltar.” 

New York , February 29 — noon. 

A letter was received in this city yesterday from 

•A strong fort on the Narrow pass. 


Havana, dated the 16th of Feb. which States, that 
a Spanish packet had just arrived there in a short 
passage from Cadiz, but brought no letters, nor dkl 
the officers communicate any news. The packet 
was to proceed immediately for La Vera. Cruz.— 

JMfer. Adv. 

(Tj*W r e easily believe what we wish to be true— 
And, as we most sincerely desire the destruction of 
the 9panish monarchy and “holy inquisition,” that 
a gallant people may be relieved of an ungrateful 
tyrant and a herd of priestly knaves and villains, 
wc are heartily disposed to pray for the success of 
almost any measure which may accomplish results 
so happy. The “hero of Bennington” has said that 
“death is not the greatest of evils;” the gift of fife 
without the means of living, is valueless. Such is 
the deplorable state of the people of Spain that 
they cannot be worsted — a change can hardly be 
imagined that will not be beneficial to them; and 
that they will supportthe army, we think, cannot b£ 
doubted. We now look for a great act of justice— 
the capital punishment of a perjured king, and at 
least, the perpetual imprisonment of all persons 
connected with the inquisitionin theirown dungeons. 
Events of this nature have long been expected t® 
happen in Spain, and we cannot see any cause to 
doubt the intelligence now received. There is 
reason and probability as to the general facts 
brought to us. 

If a revolution has taken place, and the king 
and his priests and counsellors meet with their de- 
serts, the consequences will be of great “pith and 
moment” to all the civilized world, but chiefly im- 
portant to North and South America. In the first 
place, it will revive the commerce of the United 
States in a wonderful manner, and make money plen- 
ty, as the saying is, by raising up objects on which 
to employ it, and many thousands now idle, or near- 
ly so, will find enough to do, Florida will naturally 
fall into our hands without an effort; and Cuba, we 
trust, will assume independence— which, much as 
we are opposed to alliances, we should be almost 
willing at once to guarantee, so immensely interest- 
ing to us is it that this valuable island should r emaia 
in it9 present weakness or be possessed by a friend. 
Mexico will probably become an independent king- 
dom, at which, it has been hinted, that the vice- 
roy has long been aiming. Venezuela and Grana- 
da, now united and called the republic of Colum- 
bia with Buenos Ayres and Chili, will certainly be 
free. There will perhaps be a scramble among the 
European powers for some of the colonies of Spain, 
but though the government may be destroyed the 
nation will remain, and others will be preserved 
to it by mutual jealousies. Eo. Req. 


‘Tree trade and Sailors Rights.” 

Such was Porter * 9 motto, at the main of the 
“tight little Essex,”*and Decatur 9 $ toast at the din- 
ner given to him at New York, when he returned 
with the Macedonian “in tow:” such is the princi- 
ple of every naval officer in the United States,— 
and more than all, such is the ruTe by which eveiy 
citizen of the republic has determined that things 
shall be governed. We therefore, hail with de- 
light the following statement of the proceedings of 
lieut. Ramagk, at Havana, and, hateful as war is> 
loath as we are to have a difference with any nation, * 
we trust that every American, in a public or pri- 
vate station, will carefully watch and stand prepar- 
ed to resist the “first dawning” of an attempt to re- 
duce a free-born brother to a worse than Algerine 
slavery. The question of impressment remained 
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unsettled at the treaty — but, piincipiia obstn,- let us 
meet a resumption of the infernal practice at the 
beginning — make the strongest possible laws to 
exclude foreign seamen from our service, and en- 
force them with all the means in our power, — but 
declare to the world that under the “star spangled 
banner,” is really the “home of the free.” 

The British IVasp, it seems, encountered an 
American Hornet — our country’s thanks to lieut. 
Ramage and his officers, for a conduct so honors 
bleto themselves, and, as an example, of inestima- 
ble value to preserve peace with England, and 
the respect of all foreign nations. We hope for 
particulars — they are as “precious as rubies.” 

From the Federal Gazette . Extact of a letter , dated 
Havana, Feb, 16, 1820. 

“I cannot close this letter without informing you 
that wc have here two English brigs of ^ar — and 
our little pop-gun schooner Hornet, lieutenant Ra- 
mage, of six nine pounders — One of the brigs fell 
into tiie old trick of impressing, by sending his boat 
on board the schr. Sarah and Louisa, of Baltimore, 
and taking out a sailor. I cannot enter into the 
w hole detail of the affair, but suffice it to say that 
lieut. Rumagc, immediately took it up in a gentle- 
manly, firm, and truly officer-like manner, such as 
characterize the noble sons »f Columbia’s gallant 
little navy, and after much correspondence has com- 
pletely gained his point. The reply of the gover- 
nor to his official report of the occurrence, is very 
handsome, Jiffin Bull’s replies being somewhat 
irrelevant and evasive, Ramage gave him twelve 
lioursfor his categorical answer — whetherhe would 
or would not give up the man— *the reply is satis- 
factory. — The Wasp is the English brig’s name, 
capt. Carter. Our officers were determined, if offici- 
al means did not answer, to make the affair a per- 
tonal one, as they are all resolved to do on every 
occasion, until old John desists from his insults.” 

(Ej'A Charleston paper, referring to the same cir- 
cumstance, say9— We understand that a pretty 
sharp correspondence took place between captain 
liamage of the Hornet , while at Havana, and the 
commander of the British sloop of war Wasp, in 
consequence of the impressment by the latter of an 
American seaman, belonging to a Baltimore vessel. 
As the W T asp was about to sail for New Orleans, 
Captain Ramage forwarded a statement of the cir- 
cumstances to com. Patterson, who commands on 
that station, and has also forwarded a similar state- 
ment to the secretary of the navy at Washington. 

"Signs of the Times.” 

The following has been addressed to the editor of 
the “Rkoisteu” by some gentleman signing him- 
self “A Democrat of *98,” with a request that it 
should “be put in form” for publication. We can- 
not comply with tbit* reqfiesr, having much more 
writing of our Own to do than We cati do, as we 
would: but believing that the hints deserve at- 
tention, we give them just as they were present- 
ed to us, for the reflection of Our readers* 

Ed. Reg. 

Mr. J\7/ea, 

Si a— Being one of your subscribers for many 
years, and, if I know myself, a democrat of the old 
school, one who, I assure you, has no motive other 
than to invite you to examine the policy pursued 
by the general government since the late war 
and now — and if you can shew that it. is correct— 
1, and many others, will be much gratified. 

When w’e look at England and reflect on what 
ryitrsX likely has been the causes that led to her pre- 


sent state, and compare our present policy with 
lier’s — 1 confess to you, that it appears to me alarm- 
ing* 

We have onr bank — our standing army— our 
permanent navy— with all the officers, sub-officers 
and their connections, ramified throughout the 
whole nation — all of which appears to me to be of 
a-picce — and in direct hostility with the liberties 
of the people. 

It seems to me the nation is asleep— the people 
seem contented in 1820 with the government’s pur- 
suing a policy which in 1800, caused a complete re- 
volution. 

I confess myself unable to see why it should be 
so. We surely have nothing to fear from foreign 
nations now, to cause these extensive preparations. 
Not so in 1800 — all Europe was at war — and we 
less powerful and less in debt. Yet Mr. Jefferson 
thought the policy of 1800 most congenial to th« 
feelings and interests of the people. 

In 1820, we have little business and a bad pros- 
pect before us of its being better — are we not 
therefore forging chains tor ourselves and our 
posterity? I do, most religiously believe, that a 
more certain mode cannot be adopted by the inge- 
| nuity of man. 

Have we not permitted ourselves to be gulled 
by our deranged currency into & bank — and tick- 
led by the exploits of the Ute war, into a permanent 
navy and army? It is time we examine into it, or be 
assured it will be too late. 


A very seasonable article. 

The following is the eighth chapter of “.f rapid 
sleet ch of the policy of the government of the Unit- 
ed States, on the subject of agriculture , manufac- 
tures arid commerce, from its organization to the pre- 
sent time now in the press and speedily to be 
published. If the subjects generally, are manag- 
ed with the ma9ter-hnnd so evident in this ex- 
tract, 1 venture to say that the w ork will have a 
mighty effect upon the public reason. 

1 have myself, several times pretty severely ani- 
madverted upon the manner that business is done, 
or neglected to be done, by congress; and stated 
some cases of hardship towards individuals which 
amounted almost to a •wanton denial to common 
justice , and others that shewed a W’aste and pro- 
fligacy in regard to the public money and of 
public time, unparalleled in the annals of legis- 
lation: but 1 fell fur short of the eject which this 
exhibition must have on the considerate mind — 
which presents to us an astonishing apathy at the 
beginning of a session, and an undignified undis- 
criminatmg haste at the close of every one. 

Never was there a happier “hit” than the detail of 
the proceedings on the “compensation law, ’’con- 
trasted with those respecting the hero of Ben- 
nington— the venerable Stark, the last surviving 
major general of the revolution, old and feeble 
and in penury* The impression is irrosistably 
made, that congfess can legislate fast enough, on 
their own account. 

The things so justly complained of, must be corrected 
—the republic has suffered more by them than 
can be easily imagined, and for what? Aye, “that’s 
the question!”- that the peoples time ond mo- 
ney may be consumed in visitings and feasting-?, 
or with drawling speeches, when the houses are 
in session, which nobody listens to, which would 
do no good if they were listened to, though 
costing us more than five hundred dollars per 
hour. 
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It will been seen by the congressional proceedings, 
that Mr. Randolph, in the circle of his eccentri- 
cities, has moved an enquiry into the contingent 
expenses of the house of representatives— but if 
he would attack the mighty evils exposed jin 
the article annexed, having first eorrected him- 
self, he would do his country the most essential 
service that he has the power to render it.* 

I hope that this exposition will sink deep in the 
mind of every independent editor in the United 
States, of whom 1 consider myself to be one. If 
we can be induced by a consideration of their 
importance, to act together to produce a refor- 
mation, it may be accomplished. The people 
will nobly support us; a few who think them- 
selves vastly great men may be offended,— but 
they who made them members of congress, it 
must not be forgotten, can also unmake them. 
For my own part, I pledge myself not to neglect j 
the people’s interest in this matter, and intend j 
some day to visit the capitol to take a list of the j 
members and how they are emp1oyed,while some , 
person is making a speech— /or the newspapers. 
(jjTlt must be observed, however, that on Tuesday j 
last, the house of representatives deserved well 
of their country, and fairly earnt much more than 
their wages, by bringingthe consideration of the 
Missouri question so nearly to & close as to or- 
der it to a third reading, after a sitting of nine 
hours and a most laborious discussion. No pos- 
sible good, but much injury has resulted by suf- 
fering it so long to be suspended, ami ever}' bo- 
dy, on either side, will be glad when it is finally 
disposed of. 

Dilatory mode of proceeding in congress. Lamentable 
waste of lime. Statement of the progress of bills. 
Eighty t-wo signed in one day / Jlnd four hundred 
and twenty in eleven / Unjeeling treatment of gen. 
Stark. Culpable attention to punctilio. Rapid 
movement of compensation bill. 

To every man interested in the honor and pros- 
perity of the country, it is a subject of deep regret 
to reflect on the mode in which the public business 
is managed in and by congress. It is among the 
sources of the distress and embarrassment of our 
affairs, and requires an early and radical remedy. 
While in session, a considerable proportion of the 
members are employed in chatting — writing letters 
to their friends, or reading letters or newspapers. 
They pay little or no attention to the arguments of 
the speakers, except to those of a few of distin- 
guished talents. To some of the orators, however, 
this is no great disappointment; as their speeches 
are too often made for the newspapers, and to dis- 
play their talents to their constituents. 

But the lamentable waste of time by the spirit of 
procrastination in the early part of the session, and 
by i.ever-ending speechifying throughout its con- 
tinuance, is the greatest evil, and is discreditable 
to congress and highly pernicious to the public 
service. There i9 in almost every session some 
subject of real or fictitious importance, on which 
every member capable of speaking thinks himself 
bound to harangue, and to “keep the floor,” for 
two, three, four, five or six hours. The merits of 
the speeches are generally measured by the length 

•Mr. Randolph’s speech, (a sketch of which is 
published in the National Intelligencer and occu- 
pies a column), on moving this enquiry, though no 
doubt amusing , afforded about as good a specimen 
of the way in which time may be wasted, as any that 
we have seen. He talked of things wlfch had no 
sort of connection with the subject of his motion. 


of time they occupy. They are all, to judge by the 
puffs in the newspapers, elegant, wonderful, pow- 
erful, admirable, excellent, inimitable. 

In most cases, it will be found, as is perfectly na- 
tural, that the early speeches, on each side, parti- 
cularly if by men of talents, exhaust the subject; 
and that those Which follow them, do little more 
than retail the arguments previously advanced. It 
surely requires no small disregard of decorum fora 
member to occupy the time of a public body, to 
whose care are entrusted the concerns of a great 
nation, with such fatiguing repetitions. 

The debate on the repeal of the compensation.' 
act cost some weeks; that on the Seminole war, fills 
six hundred of close printed pages; which, if divested 
of the duplications, triplications, and quadrupli- 
cates, the rhetorical nourishes, and extraneous 
matter, would be reduced to two hundred— per- 
haps to one hundred and fifty. The Missouri ques- 
tion will probably fill from eight hundred to one 
thousand pages. Some of the prologues to these 
speeches are, as was humourously observed by a 
member long since, like “sale coats,” calculated to 
suit almost any other subjeot equally well. And 
during this miserable waste of time, excitement of 
angry passions, and Seditious threats of separation, 
there is a total suspension of the business of the na- 
tion, whose blood flows at every pore — whose re- 
venues are failing— whose manufactures are para- 
lized-of whose commerce one half is annihilated-^- 
whosc merchants and manufacturers are daily swal- 
lowed up in the vortex of bankruptcy — whose 
great staples have fallen in price at least thirty per 
cent. — and which exhibits in every direction, most 
i appalling scenes of calamity and distress! 

Some idea may be formed of the mode in which 
the business of this nation is conducted by its le- 
gislature, from the following chronological state- 
ment of the periods at which the acts of successive 
sessions were approvedt by the presidents. Be* 
tween their passage in the two houses and the dates 
of the presidents’ signatures, there may be some 
few days difference, for which the reader will make 
allowance. But be that allowance what it may, it 
cannot remove the accusation of a most ruinous 
waste of time, and a most culpable and shameful 
procrastination of public business in congress. 

In the first session of the twelfth congress, which 
commenced on the 4th of November, 1811, and 
terminated on the 6th of July, 1812, there were one 
hundred and thirty eight acts passed, which were 
signed by the president in the following chronolo- 
gical order — 

In November 2 

December ... - 8 

January ------ * 9 

, February - 14 

March ------- 14 

April - -- -- -- 26 

May 21 

June -17 

July 1st - -- -- -- 8 

July 6th 2t 

• 13i 

Twelfth congress.— Second session. From Novem- 
ber 2, 1812. to March 3, 1813 — Sixty-two acts. 

November --1 

December 4 

January 11 

February - -23 

March 3d 23 

62 
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Thirteenth congress. — First session. From May 24, 
to Aug. 2, 1813.— Fifty nine acts. 


May 00 

June 3 

July 32 

August 2d - • ^ . 24 


59 

The twenty four acts signed on the 2d of August, 
.contain forty six pages of dose print . The act im- 
posing the direct tax, is in the number, *nd contains 
twenty two pages . 

^Thirteenth congress . — Second session . From Decern - 
her 6, 1813, to April 18, 1814. — Ninety five acts. 
December 2 

January 7 

February 7 

March 27 

April 1st to 16 - . . - - 18 

April 18th 34 

95 

'Thirteenth congress.— -Third session. From Septem- 
ber 19,1814, to March 3, 1815. — One hundred acts. 

September - 00 

October -1 

November ------ 6 

December - 11 

January ------- 9 

February 38 

March 1st - - - - - - 4 

March 3d 31 

100 

The thirty -one acts signed on the 3d of March, 
contain thirty-live pages. 

This was the ever memorable session of con- 
gress, in w'hich the imbecility of the majority and 
the factious violence of the minority, brought the 
nation to the jaws of destruction, previous to the 
close of the war. 

Fourteenth congress. — First session. Froiji Decern - 
ber4. 1815, to Apnl 30, 1816, — One hundred and 
seventy-three acts. 

December 2 


January - 

. -4 

February - 

- 15 

March 

- 14 

April 2d to the 24 - - 

- 39 

26th wid 2rth - 

- - 59 

29th .... 

• - 31 

30th - - - - 

- 8 

~172 

Fourteenth congress.— Second session. 

From Decern - 

her 2, 1816, to March 3, 1817. — One hundred and 
fourteen acts. 

In December : : : 

: 00 

In January : 

; ; 8 

In February : 

: : 10 

On Saturday, March 1st ; 

: : 14 

March 3d : 

: : 82 

114 


' The acts of this session are comprised in one hun- 
dred pages. Those signed in January occupy three 
pages and a half— those in February four — those 
on the first of March nine— and those on the 3d se- 
venty three! 

Fifteenth congress. — First session. F'rom November 
16, 1817, to April 20, 1818.— O/ie hundred mid 
thirty acts. 

^ November 00 

December I 


January : 

: : : 

: 7 

February 

: : : 

6 

March 

: : : 

; - 10 

April 3d to 18th : 


: 54 

April 20th 

: : : 

: : 52 



130 


The fifty two acts signed on the 20th of April, 

| contain, of J. E. Hall’s edition, no less than eighty 
seven pages. In this session there were, it ap- 
pears, one hundred and six acts passed in seven- 
teen days -and only twenty four in the preceding 
four months and a half! 

The annals of legislation may be challenged for 
any parallel case. 

Fifteenth congress. — Second session. From November 
16, 1818, to March 3, 1819.— One hundred and se- 


ven acts . 

November 00 

December 7 

January ::::::: 4 

February ::::::: 33 
March 2d :::::: 8 

March U : : : s f : 55 


107 

This system of procrastination has been coeval 
with the government. I am informed by a gentle- 
man of veracity, that general Washington, when an 
extraordinary number of acts were presented to 
him on the last day of a session, more than he could 
correctly decide upon, has expressed a strong and 
most marked disapprobation of so incorrect a pro- 
cedure. 

Analysis. 

Sessions of congress ... 9 

Duration - months 39£ 

Acts passed - 988 

Of which were signed in eleven days 420 

viz. 

1812. July 6th - - - * - - 29 

1813. March 3d 23 

August 3d - - - - - - 24 

1814. April 18th 34 

1815. Marsh 3d 31 

1816. April 26tb, 27th and 29th - 90 

1817. March 3d 82 

1818. April 20th 52 

1819. March 3d 55 

Acts signed in eleven days 420 

Thus it appears that in three years and three months 
there were 568 acts signed — and in eleven days, as 
I have stated, 420 ! ! Wonderful system of legisla- 
tion ! 

No small share of the censure due to the pro- 
crastination of the public business, so visible in the 
above proceedings, justly attaches to the speaker 
for the time being. He ought to keep a docket 
of the business brought before the house, and urge 
committees to perform their duty. Certain days 
should be appointed to make reports, which ought 
then to be called for. If not ready, others should 
be fixed. And whenever the public business is 
unnecessarily or wantonly procrastinated, his duty 
requires the use of strong animadversion. This 
arrangement would be productive of the most sa- 
lutary consequences. But for want of this or some 
other system, a very large portion of every session 
is literally thrown away. And ilo much of the bu- 
siness is crowded together at the close, that it 
is impossible to concoct it properly. Ever since 
the organization of the government, tlirco.fQurtl.? 
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of all the important acts have been passed within 
the last week, or ten days of each session. 

Is it? then surprising that the national business is 
^grcgiously ill-managed? That the reiterated re- 
quests of so large a portion of our citizens, for a 
bankrupt and other salutary acts, are of no avail? — 
How is it possible for the members — how is it 
possible fora president — to discharge their respec- 
tive duties conscientiously with such a system? Can 
any powers short of superhuman, enable the latter 
to decide on the justice, the propriety, the consti- 
tutionality of twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seven- 
ty, or eighty acts in one or two days' Is not this 
making a mere mockery of legislation' 

Two, three, and sometimesfour months are drawl- 
ed away in the early part of the session — with three, 
four, six, eight, ten or twelve acts — and afterwards 
all the business is hurried through with indecent 
haste. In the one portion of the time, the progress 
resembles that of the snail or the sloth — in the 
other, that of the high mettled racer. In fact and 
in truth, if congress desired to bring republican go- 
vernment into disgrace, to render it a bye -word 
and a reproach, it would not be very easy to devise 
a plan more admirably calculated for the purpose 
than a considerable part of their proceedings. 

One ruinous consequence attending the system 
pursued, is that, at the close of every session, 
some of the most important bills are Necessarily 
postponed. 

It is frequently said in justification of the pro- 
crastination of congress, and the little business that 
is executed in the early part of the session, that the 
committees are employed in digesting and pre- 
paring their reports. It is obvious, that this must 
require time. But whoever considers the nature 
of a large portion of the business that is discussed 
in that body, will be convinced that it might be dis- 
patched in a fifth part of the time it occupies. 

Among the acts hurried through at the close of 
the session, there are frequently some, and among 
them private ones, which have “dragged their slow 
length along” for months before, aqd which might 
as readily be decided on in a week as in six months. 

I annex the dates of introduction and of signature 
of a few to exemplify this. 

Reported. Signed 
Act to divide the state of Penn- 
sylvania into districts, 1818. Feb. 4 April 20 
Act for publication of laws, Jan. 16 April 20 
Act for relief of B. Birdsall Jan. 27 April 20 
Act for incorporating Columbian 

Institute, Feb, 3 April 20 

Act for relief of gen. Brewn, Feb. 9 April 18 
Act for relief of T. and J. Clifford Jan. 20 April 20 

The bill for the relief of T. and J. Clifford, which 
was three monthson its passage through the houses, 
contains about twenty lines, and was tor the remis- 
sion of duties paid on articles not subject to duty. 
Three days would have answered as well for the 
discussion as seven years. Such is the case with 
half the bills that arc crowded together at the last 
day of the session. 

It may not be uninteresting to make a few fur- 
ther extracts from the journals, shedding additional 
light on this important subject. 

1819. April 18. “Engrossed bills of the follow- 
ing titles C nine in number J were severally read a 
third time a»d passed.” 

April 20. “Bills from the senate of the following 
titles C ten in number J were severally read a third 
time and passed.” 

Eodem die. «A message from the senate that 


they have passed bills of this house of the following 
titles, to wit — (~ eighteen in number.** J 

By a careful search through the journals of dif- 
ferent sessions, we might find three or four hundred 
bills, thus bundled together, and hastily read offi 
ten or a dozen en suite. 

The case of gen. Stark 'deserves to be put on 
record, to corroborate some of the opinions of- 
fered in this chapter. 

On the 6th of March, 1818, a petition was pre- 
sented by this old veteran, representing his neces- 
sitous circumstances, and praying that the bounty 
of the national government might be extended t# 
him, in the decline of life, in compensation of his 
faithful services in defence of his country. It was 
referedto a committee, who reported a bill on the 
9th, which was read the first and second time on 
that day. It then lay over untouched for abme five 
weeks, till Saturday the I8(h oj April, when it was 
passed and sent to the senate, where it was read and 
referred to the committee on pensions, who re- 
ported it pn that day without amendments. It 
was read the third time on Monday the 20th, 
in committee of the whole, and agreed to with 
amendments. It being against a rule of the se- 
nate to pass a bill, under those circumstances, 
on the same day, Mr. Fromentin moved that the. 
rule be dispensed \nfith. Rut this motion was unfeel- 
ingly rejected. And as the session was closed that 
day, the bill of course was lost; and the venerable 
old hero, about ninety years of age, apd bending 
over the grave, was disappointed at that time of 
receiving the pittance intended for him. The im- 
portance of his victory at Bennington, which led to 
those all-important events, the battle of Saratoga 
and the capture of general Burgoyne, which stands 
conspicuous among the proudest triumps of the re- 
volutionary war, is so deeply impressed on the pub- 
lic mind, that every good man in the nation felt 
deep regret at this very ill-timed and ungracious 
punctilio. 

The compensation bill, which was to render mem- 
bers oj congress salary officers, at the rate of 1500 dol- 
lars per annum, passed by a former congress, forms 
a proper contrast to the bill in favor of general 
Stark. 

It was read the first and second 

time in the bouse of representa- 
tives Biarch 6th, 1815. 

Read a third time and passed 9th 

Read first time in senate 11th 

Second time 12th 

Third time and passed 14th 

Laid before the president 18th 

Approved same day. 

What wonderful economy of time! 

Thus a bill fortheir own benefit which introduced 
% novel principle into the country, in twelve days 
passed through all its stages from its inception, to 
tlie’presideniial approbation ! ! 

What a reproach to congress arises from a con- 
trast of this case with that of the veteran Stark! 
How wonderfully their personal interest accelerated 
their movements! 

The citizens of the United States, however, are 
answerable for a large portion of the derelictions 
of congress. Blost of the members are ambitious 
of popularity; which forms one of the principal in- 
ducements to seek a seat in that body. And the 
utter inattention too generally displayed by the citi- 
zens to the conduct of'theirrepresentatives, induces 
a degree of indifference towards the interests and 
wishes of the constituents. A more frequent call 
for the yeas and nays, by those members who arp 
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sincerely desirous of discharging 1 their duty, and of 
having the public business punctually attended to, 
together with a publication of lists of votes on all 
important questions, previous to elections, would 
operate powerfully on the feelings of the members. 
If every member whose votes militated with the 
substantial interests of his country, were sure to 
be discarded, as he ought to be, on the day of elec- 
tion, the proceedings of congress would exhibit a 
very different appearance from what they do at pre- 
sent. 

ROTE BT THE EDITOR OP THE REGISTER. 

At the moment of handing the preceding to the 
workmen, in turning over some letters which 1 had 
“laid on the table,*' the following paragraph in one 
from a gentleman of Virginia, attracted my atten 
tion, and I thought it might well be added by way 
of a note. 

“While the pen i9in my hand, permit me to tres- 
pass a little longer onyourtiqne, to express an idea, 
which suggested itself to me on reading the debates 
in congress on the subject which now so much agi- 
tates the nation, (it is almost the only subject on 
wbich I cannot agree with you,) but let me pre- 
mise, it must not be inferred, that 1 am hostile to a 
fee discussion of all subjects of importance, as this 
unquestionably is. The idea is, that by some con- 
venient mode, each member of congress should be 
reminded when he assumes “the floor,** of the ex- 
pense he is about to impose on the people: it might 
deter some “ honorable gentlemen ** from consuming so 
much time to reiterate, what had often been re- 
peated by other “honorable gentlemen” I have not 
before me the data to ascertain the exact expenses 
of congress per day, but presume that 2500 dollars 
will not be much out of the way;— if this be a good 
“guess,** some of the speeches have cost the nation 
5000 dollars. — Have we, (or the speaker) received’ 
an equivalent? This is what 1 wish to be borne in 
mind by the “honorable gentlemen.** What an in- 
consistent creature is man! perhaps / am now com- 
mitting the very offence, I have censured in others, 
pardon me, sir— 

I am, most respectfully, &c. 


District of Maine. 

Representation of the members of the house of represen- 
tatives, f'om that part of Massachusetts hitherto 
known as the district of Maine . 

To the honorable the senate and house of representa- 
tives , of the United States , ;w congress. 

The undersigned, members of the house of re- 
presentatives, from that part of Massachusetts hi- 
therto known as the district of Maine, beg leave, 
respectfully, to represent — 

That they have received a communication from 
the delegation from Maine, in the legislature of 
Massachusetts, stating the emliarrassments which 
the people of Maine experience by the delay of 
congress to decide upon the hill for their admission 
into the union, and requesting them to press these 
embarrassments upon the consideration of con- 
gress. 

The act of Massachusetts granting the separa- 
tion is on condition that congress shall consent to 
their admission into the union before the fourth of 
March, 1820. It is understood that this condition 
will be held indispensable, unless ou terms which 
are inadmissible. 

By the constitutions of the states of Masr.ichu- j 
setts and Maine, the elections for the next lcgisla-> 
lures will be held on the first Monday in April 
The meetings are usually summoned between the 


middle and twenty fifth of March. Should con- 
gress delay a final decision beyond the present 
week, the notice could not arrive to the remote 
towns and plantations of Maine, before they shall 
have notified their meetings, and perhaps held 
their elections. The embarrassments and injuries 
which would result are beyond calculation. One 
portion of the electors voting under the constitu- 
tion of Massachusetts, the other under that of 
Maine. 

Should the legislature of Massachusetts repeal 
the condition, it w ould afford no relief. They can- 
not postpone the elections. These would be held 
in each state, under total uncertainty. Should we , 
elect our officers for the new state, and congress 
refuse to admit us, we should have officers without 
a state. Should we elect for Massachusetts, and 
congress admit us, we should have a state without 
officers. Should Massachusetts and Maine deter- 
mine differently, one relying on congress to pass 
the bill, and the other proceeding us before, it 
would produce a complication of errors and em- 
barrassments equally unfortunate and ridiculous. 

To these difficulties, which are serious indeed, 
the undersigned have to add others equally afflict- 
ing. The legislature must pass several laws, which 
will depend on the decision of congress. They 
have protracted their session beyond the usual pe- 
riod, and are now at great expense, waiting the re- 
sult of your determination. 

i The people of Maine, not aware that any reason- 
I able objection would be urged to their admission, 
considering that they had given no just cause of of- 
fence to their brethren of the United States; be- 
lieving, moreover, that the act of the last congress 
seemed to have pledged the assent of the nation, 
have made their arrangements for the new order of 
things, notified their meetings for the selection of 
their candidates, and made other preparations 
which their exigencies require. If their hopes are 
to be disappointed, at last, they think it but reason- 
able that they should know it, before their evils 
shall be further increased. 

The undersigned, therefore, in behalf of their 
constituents, ask leave respectfully to urge, that 
congress would, as speedily as possible, decide tfie 
question of their admission into the union. They 
exceedingly regret that the people of Maine are 
to wait the discussion of a principle in which they 
have taken no part, and which can never apply to 
their case They believe that their claim is enti- 
tled to a separate and independent decision. But 
if they are doomed to wait until other claims, un- 
connected with, and foreign to theirs, shall have 
been decided, they hope and trust that the peculi- 
arity of their situation will be their apology for urg- 
ing that those other claims may be brought to a de- 
cision, and in believing that after five weeks debate 
on u subject with which they have been unfortu- 
nately connected, congress will, for their sakes, 
practice a brevity which the crisis demands. 

JOHN HOLMES, 

M. KINSLEY, 

MARK LANG1JON HILL, 
JAMES PARKER, 

JOSHUA CUSHMAN, 
EZEKIEL WHITMAN. 


Uniform System of Bankruptcy. 

PnOM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 

We understand that a bankrupt system, of a new 
cast, has been digested by a judicial character, 
whose experience has been not a little, and will 
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shortly be submitted to the investigation of the 
friends of such a measure. 

This bill proposes— 

I f To incorporate the, bankrupt system into the 
judicial system of the country; to which it properly 
belongs. . . 

II. To get rid of the machinery of commissioners 
and assignees, and substitute for them— 

1. A register of bankruptcy, who shall be the 
common assignee in each district; reserving, how- 
ever, to creditors the right to take the bankrupt's 
estate into their own hands when they prefer it, and 
obliging them to take it after a limited time. 

2. An inquest, in thp nature pf a special jury, be- 
fore whom the conduct of the debtor shall be openly 


his securities are not regarded as good. Stull and 
Williams have repaid a part of the powder, and 
new securities have been required, though not yet 
obtained, fbr the balance. 

The loans of lead, to Murray, it appears were 
made on the personal responsibility of capt. Tyler, 
late of the ordnance department, who, in the 
course of last year was dismissed from the service. 
Nothing is said of tt)e probability of a re-payment. 

(Ej*ln obedience to the same resolution, there 
a report from the navy department, and the commit 
sioners of the navy, stating that po loans had been 
made to any private citizen, to the knowledge of 
I the secretary or the commissioners. 

T- — _ 


investigated. 

It then proceeds to make provision— 

1. To secure the creditor against frauds. 

2. To enforce an equal distribution of the bank- 
rupt's effects. . . _ . . 

Bankruptcy is provided for, as distinguished into 
voluntary and involuntary. The rights of a volun- 
tary bankrupt, in the cases specified, are extended 
to all persons; the liability of an involuntary bank- 
rupt confined to merchants and traders. But an 
involuntary bankrupt may entitle himself to the 
rights of the other, by the subsequent fairness of 
his conduct. 

It then concludes with a confirmation of all the 
discharges under state laws, up to the passage of 
the act, wherever they have been obtained without 
fraud or concealment. 

The system now before congress provides only 
fbr the cases of involuntary bankruptcy. 

Those who are unfavorable to a total discharge 
of the bankrupt, will have only to alter one line, in 
order to substitute a letter of license or exemption 
from suit for a terra of years. 


Gun powder, Lead, &c. Loaned. 

We have a report from the department of war, 
in obedience to a resolution of the house of repre- 
sentatives of the 24th Jan. relative to certain loans 
to private citizens, of gun powder, lead, &c. belong- 
ing to the government. The amount and persons 
to whom loaned is as follows: 

March IS, 1815-Geo. W.Murnpy.N. y«rk,kad tent 33, 0 S 10 
Oct* 25, ditto 


do. 


21, 4 3 4 


May 25, Stoll and William*. Georgetown, Col. 

7 ’ powder tyt. 00 .000 

June 24, 18 IT- E. J. Dupont & Co. Wilmington DeL do. 3,600 

July 24, ditto d®* 3W,m 

Auc. 10;— ditto d®- *'.000 

Oct. 21,— Peter Bauduy, Wilmington, Del. do. 50,000 

The times- of re-payment were, for the lead, six 
tnonths from loan, and for the ponder, at sixty day s 
after notice; security for the value of the articles 
being given 

In explanation, it appears that the loans of lead 
to Murray, were made because the stock of govern- 
ment was large, ami as the article was very scarce, 
to assist him in the manufacture of white lead, in 
which he was extensively engaged. The powder 
was loaned because the stock on hand was too large, 
and liable to he damaged — a part also being of an 
inferior quality, for which that of the best quality 
was to be returned. The arrangements, as to the 
powder, were sanctioned by Mr. George Graham, 
then acting secretary of war. 

Dupont & Co. have partially returned what they 
borrowed, and appear ready to meet* the wants or 
wishes of the government in respect tr. the balance. 

The re payment by Pauduy in con »idcrcd doubt- 
fpl— he at present is said to reside at Havana, and 


CONGRESS. 

IK TAR 8RHA?X. 

February 24. The senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the report of the committee of finance, 
on the petitions of Andrew Low and others, mer^ 
chants of Savannah, who pray for a remission of dtir 
ties paid and secured to be paid on a large amount 
of imported goods which were consumed and de- 
stroyed by the late tire in that city. In general, 
the government has refused to remit the payment 
of duties in such cases. Relief ha9, however, in ^ 
very few such cases, been granted; but in extraor-? 
dinary cases — such, for example, as the goods be- 
ing m the custody of the officers rtf the United 
States, to secure tbe payment of duties. The re. 
port concludes an argument of some length by re- 
commending the adoption of a resolution “that it is 
inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petitioners.”- 
Mr. Elliot, of Georgia, moved to amend the re. 
port by substituting the following resolution for 
that reported by the committee: 

“ Resolved, That the report be recommitted to the 
committee on finance, with instructions to report a 
bill authorising the remission of 25 per cent, on all 
bonds due, or becoming due, at the custom house 
at Savannah, in Georgia, executed for the payment 
of duties on imported goods, wares, and merchan- 
dize, not insured against fire, and which have been 
destroyed by the late lire in that city — and extend- 
ing the additional credit of two years on such 
bonds.” 

T his amendment was earnestly supported by Mr. 
Elliot, and Mr. Walker, of Georgia. These pro- 
ceedings shall be more particularly noticed at a fu- 
ture day. 

The w hole subject was then, on motion of Mr. 
Roberts, postponed to to-morrow. 

The report of the committee of pensions on the 
petition of Richard Butler and others, praying for, 
pensions (who did not serve in the army pf the re- 
volution, but in the partizan carps of tfye several 
states) was taken up, aud it was 

Resolved , That the prayer of the petitioners 
ought not to be granted. 

The bill making further provision for the sale of 
the public lands (changing the terms of sale from 
credit to cash) was taken up, and the amendments 
proposed yesterday by Mr. Walker, of Alabama, 
was, after some discussion, withdrawn by him, in 
order to be offered again on a future occasion. 

Mr. Edwards offered the following amendment; 
"Jind be it further enacted. That even* person whp 
now is, or hereafter may he, an actual bona fide set- 
tier upon any quarter section of land w hich shall 
have been previously exposed to public sale, and re- 
main unsold, shall he permitted to purchase such 
quarter section in the same manner, and on such 
i terms as are now authorised by law.** 
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Considerable discussion took place — finally, the 
subject was postponed until to-morrow. After some 
unimportant matters, the senate proceeded to exe- 
cutive business. 

February 25. Mr. Elliott's amendment offered 
yesterday to the Teport of the committee appointed 
on the memorial of the sufferers by the late fire at 
Havannah, was agTeed to— -ayes 21, noes 18. 

On motion of Mr. BurriH, the senate then pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the Maine bill . 

The question being 1 on the motion of Mr Btimill, 
(not Mr. Morril t as heretofore stated,) to hkceds 
from the amendments of thesenate, which embrace 
provisions for the admission of Missouri, and for 
excluding slaves from the territories — 

A discussion arose on a point of order, respecting; 
the division of this question, (as yesterday direct- 
ed,) so as to separate the question respecting Mis- 
souri from that respecting the territories: it being 
contended by Mr. BunHU, that the whole amend- 
ment was an unit, the second part depending on the 
first, and therefore inadvisable. 

The president, (Mr. GaiUard,) availed himself of] 

. a Jiile of the senate, to submit the question to the 
decision of the senate. And, after debate, in which 
Messrs. Buivilt. , Qtis, Barbour Walker of Alabama, 
Lowrie, Macon, Roberto , King of N. Y. Smith and 
Morril , took part, the question apparently -becom- 
ing more difficult in the course of the discussion, it 
was at length determined, on the third trial, that 
the further consideration of the subject be postpon- 
ed to to-morrow. v 

The followiug letter was received from the secre- 
lary of the treasury: 

Treasury Department , 23d Feb . 1820. 
Sm — In obedience to a resolution of the senate, 
of the 12th of February, 1819, directing that “the 
secretary of the treasury lay before the senate, as 
early in the next session as practical, an abstract of 
all bonds for duties, on merchandize imported into 
the United States, which shall have become payable 
and remain unpaid on the 30th day of September 
‘next, exhibiting in su£h abstract the state of each 
bond and the time when it became payable, its 
amount, names of the obligors, distinguishing prin- 
cipals from sureties, and the district of the cus- 
toms in which taken, together with suph informa- 
tion. as will show how much or what parts of such 
bonds are irrecoverable and lost to the United 
States," I have the honor to transmit statements A, 
B, C, and D, and a letter from the register of the 
treasury presenting the general result of state- 
ments A and D. From the latter statement, it ap- 
pears that the ambunt of revenue which has ac- 
crued from the customs, from the commencement 
of the present government to the end of the year 
1819, is estimated at £351,329,799 53. From state- 
ment A, it appears that the amount of* revenue lost 
by the insolvency of persons who became bound for 
the payment of duties, is estimated at £1,037,355 
64 cts. and that which is doubtful, at the sum of| 
£540, 969 20 These sums together, are not quite 
equal to 45,100 of one per cent, upon the aggre- 
gate revenue which has accrued since the organi- 
zation' of the present government. Statement B 
shews the amount which is estimated to have been 
lost the government by the misconduct of officers 
employed in the collection of the revenue arising 
from, imports and tonnage. Statement C exhibits 
the amount of loss i'rom the collectors of the in- 
ternal revenue and direct tax, and receivers of pub- 
lic moneys. These sums form an aggregate a- 
mpunt nearly equal to that which is exhibited in 
statement A. hocuments from 1 to 71, include, 


contain abstracts of the bonds put in suit in the se- 
veral collection districts of the United States. 

It was intended to have presented a statement of 
the sums which are estimated to have been lost 
by the misapplication of the public money by tho 
officers of the government employed in disburs- 
ing it; but it has been ascertained that the state- 
ment cannot be prepared during the present ses- 
sion of congress. There can, however, be no doubt 
that the losses arising from this source greatly ex- 
ceed those whioh have been incurred in the col- 
lection. 

1 have the honor to be your most obedient ser- 
vant, WM. H. CHAWFOUD. 

The hon. the president of the senate . 

The letter and documents lie on the table. 

The senate then adjourned. 

February , 26. After other business, the senate 
again proceeded to the consideration of the mes- 
sage from the house of representatives disagreeing 
to the amendment of this body to the bill for the 
admission of Maine into the anion. [This amend- 
ment embraces nine sections, the first eight of 
which contain provisions for the admission of Mis- 
souri into the union; the 9th prohibits the fiirther 
introduction of slavery into the territories of the 
United States.) 

The question of order on the susceptibility of 
division of a question on motion to recede , so as to 
take it separately and successively on each part, 
being yet under consideration, Mr. Otis, Mr. BurriH 
and Mr. Morril, successively spoke briefly on the 
question; when, 

°n motion of* Mr. Johnson , of Kv. the senate ad- 
journed. 

February 28. Mr. Lloyd, of Maryland, submitted 
for consideration the following resolution* 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing appropriations of public lands for the support 
and encouragement of literary institutions within 
the limits of the old states, corresponding with the 
provisions which have been made for tho same pur- 
pose within the limits of the new states. 

The motion lies on the table one day of course. 
The senate proceeded again to consider the 
question on receding from the amendments made 
by the senate, and disagreed toby the house of re- 
presentatives, to the bill for the admission of Maine 
into the union. 

[These amendments embrace two distinct mea- 
sures: the one admitting Missouri into the union — 
the other prohibiting the future transportation of 
slaves into the territories of the United States.] 


The question of order, depending on the last ad- 
journment, was, after a few remarks on it by Mr. 
Wilson , by a vote of 22 to 17, decided in favor ef 
the divisibility of the question of recession from the 
amendments of the senate. 

The question was then taken, without debate, on 
receding from so much of the amendments of the 
senate as provides for the admission of Missouri in- 
to the union, and decided as follows. 


ter, 

Oti#. 

bje, Van Dyke, Wilson— 21. 

. U ee ? n JT MfMr >* Bar bn Hr, grown, Eaton, Edwards, 
Etlwt, Gtillard, Johnson of Ken. Johnson of I«u. Xing of A lab. 
teake, I Jo yd, Logan, Macon, Pinkney, Pleasants, Smith, Stokes. 

of Alab. Walker of Geo. Williams of 
Miss. Williams of Ten.— 23. 

So the senate refused (every member of tbe se- 
nate being in his seat) to recede from this pari of 
its amendments. 

The question was then taken, also without tie 
bate, on the rf ceding from so much as regards the 
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inhibition of slavery in the territories of the United 
States north of 36 degrees 30 minutes north lati 
tude, and decided as follows: 

YEA S.— Mean. Barbour, Elliot, Gaillard. Macon, Noble. Plea, 
aaati, Sanford, Smith, Taylor, Walker of Geo. William* of Mim. 
—II. 

NAYS.— Mewra. Brown, Barrill, Dana, Dickerson, Eaton, Ed* 
wards, Honey, Horner, J ohnson ot Ken. Jolintun ol‘ Lou. King of 
Alab. King of N. Y.'Lanmau, Leake, Lloyd. Logan, Low rie, Mel* 
len, Morrill. Otis, Palm, r, Parrott, P»nkn"V, Roberts, Ruggtt*, 
Stokes. Thomas, Ticlienor, Trimble, Van Dyke, Walker afAlab. 
Williams of Ten. Wilson*-— 33. 

So the senate refuted to recede from this or any 
part of its amendments to the bill for the admission 
of Maine into the union. 

On motion of Mr. Barbour, the senate then de- 
termined to insist on the first clause of its amend 
xnents; and, on motion of Ytr. Roberts, it determin- 
ed in like manner, to insist on the latter clause of 
its amendments. And the secretary was instructed 
to inform the house of representatives according- 
ly. 

r On those proceedings the editors of the Nation- 
al Intelligencer observe — “The question which has 
so long been agitated in congress, and throughout 
the country, approaches the crisis of its decision, as 
the reader will find by a reference to the proceed 
ings of yesterday in the subsequent columns. Not* 
withstanding the feeling which but too sensibly 
prevails, we have yet some hope it will be amicably 
settled. It is seldom that the senate of the United 
States is* as much agitated as it was yesterday The 
subject is now committed to a conference between 
the two houses of congress. If that conference 
should not lead to an amicable result, it is much to 
be feared that the present session will pass over 
without a decision of “the distracting question” 
now depending in congress.”] 

The senate then resumed the consideration ofthe 
bill for changing the mode of disposing of the pub- 
lic lands from credit to cash sales. 

The amendment moved by Mr. Edward* on 
the 24-tii inst. being vet under consideration, j 

A debate arose thereon, in winch Messrs* Oi* 9 
Noble, King of New York, Edward*, Buggies, John- 
son of Kentucky, Low rie, Johnson of Louisiana,! 
Leake ar.d Eaton, took part. 

The question on agreeing to the same was then 
decided by yeas an d nays, as follows: 

YEAS. — Mesm. Brown, Edwards, Johnson of Lou. King of 
Alab. Lloyd, Logan, Noble, Pinkney, Smith, Stokes, Thomas 
Walker of Alab*— H. 

NAYS.— Messrs. Barbour, Btirrill, Dana, Dickerson, Eaton, El 
Not, Gaillard, Horsey, Huutec, King of N. Y. Lanman, Leake* 
Lowrie, Macon, Melten, Morril, Otis, Palmer, Parrott, Pleasants, 
Roberts, Ruggks, Saisdford, Taylor, Ticbenor, Trimble, Van 
Dyke. Williams of Geo. Williams of Miss. Williams of Ten. Wil- 
son.— 31. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Other proceedings were had on the bill not ne- 
cessary to notice just now - and without any tiling 
being definitively done, the subject was postponed 
until Friday. 

The bill for the establishment of an uniform sys- 
tern of bankruptcy was taken up, ami was postpon- 
ed to and made the order of the day for Monday 
next. 

The bill for the relief of the officers and volun- 
teers engagedinthe late campaign against the Se 
jninole Indians was taken up. Mr. Eaton commenc- 
ed some explanations respecting it: but the senate 
appeared too much absorbed in the affair of the 
Maine and Missouri bill to give attention to it: on 
motion of Mr. Eaton , the further consideration of 
the subject was postponed. 

The senate was about to adjourn, when the clerk 
of the house of representatives presented himself 
at lb* door, with a message, that the house of re- 
presentatives had insisted on their disagreement to 


the amendments ofthe senate to the Maine bill. [See 

above.] 

Mr. Thomas then moved that a committee of con - 
feretice be appointed, to confer with the house of re- 
presentatives on the subject. 

flereupon a warm debate took place— Mr. King, 
of Alabama, and Mr. Smith, were in favor of adhe- 
rence, which forecloses conference: Mr. King, of 
New York, spoke in explanation: and Messrs. Bar- 
bour, Thomas, Johnson, of Kentucky, Lowiie, Morril, 
Dana, Eaton , Macon and Mellen, successively sup- 
ported the conference. 

The debate resulted in this: that a motion for de- 
ferring the question was negatived, and the senate 
voted, not without opposition but without dividing, 
to request a conference with the house of repre- 
sentatives. 

The senate then balloted for managers thereof 
on their part: and Mr. Thomas, Mr. Pinkney, and 
Mr. Barbour were duly elected: 

And the senate adjourned. 

February 29. The unfavorable report in the case 
of Robert Newsum, (praying a pension on account 
of disability incurred while laboring in a United 
States* navy yard,) was taken up and agreed to. 

The resolution moved by Mr. Lloyd, for an en- 
quiry into the expediency of making appropria- 
tions of public land for the support of literary in- 
stitutions in the old states as well as in the new,vyas 
taken up and agreed to. 

The bill respecting licenses to trade with the In- 
dians was considered, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. This bill provides, that licen- 
ses shall be granted only to citizens of the United 
States, who shall give heavy bonds for the per- 
formance of certain conditions prescribed, with a 
power in the president to recal the same, & c. and 
an> person trading without such license shall for- 
feit all his merchandize, and be liable to a heavy 
fine and imprisonment. [Such a law as this is much 
wanted, and we hope it will be rigidly enforced, to 
preserve the peace of our frontiers through the in- 
trigues of British traders, and prevent the impositi- 
ons too much practised upon the Indians by our own. 

The bill from the house of representatives io 
continue in force for one year the act for establish- 
ing trading houses with the Indian tribes, was or- 
dered to a third reading, and was read a third time 
acaordingly, and finally passed. 

March , 1. A resolution, yesterday submitted by 
Mr. Noble , was taken up, and modified, to read as 
follows ; 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury, be 
directed to lay before the senate a statement ex- 
hibiting the amount of the two percent fund, aris- 
ing from the sale of the public lands, lying within 
the state of Indiana, within the state of Ohio, and 
within the state of Illinois, and also the amount of 
said fund arising from the sale of public lands with- 
in the state of Illinois, which was reserved for the 
purpose of making roads leading to the states, and 
to be applied under the direction of .congress. 

After some explanatory remarks from Mr. Logan , 
the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. T imble submitted for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs, 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
providing for the abolition ofthe system of Indian 
trade, established by a law of the second of March 
1811, which has been continued in force until the 
3d of March 1821, and for the disposition of the 
goods and public property, and the payment of th$ 
proceeds into the treasury. 
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The resolve lies on the table. 

*1 lie engrossed bill “for the be»ter regulation of 
trade with the Indian tribes,” was read a third time 
and passed. 

The engrossed bills for the relief of Labedoyere 
«le Kermion; for the relief of Joseph McNiel; for 
the relief of B.- Duvergne; for the relief of Robert 
Purdy, were severally read a third time, passed, and 
sent to the house of representatives. 

The engrossed bill for altering the place of hold- 
ing the federal courts in the state of Ohio; and the 
engrossed bill to amend the post office, law so as 
to extend to the president pro tem. of the senate 
the same privilege of franking, as belongs by law, to 
the vice president of the United States, were read 
a third time and passed. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill, which had been made the order of the 
day for this day, to change the mode of disposing of 
the public lands. 

• Mr. Barbour said that, under existing circumstan- 
ces with respect to another question, (the Missouri 
question) he did not feel in the humor at present 
to legislate on this bill, which, at any other moment, 
he should have regarded as a very important one. 
Unless something should be done on the other sub- 
ject to which he had referred, he, for one, was will- 
ing, after passing the annual appropriation law*, that 
congress should return at onee to their constitu- 
ents and take their sense on the course pursued by 
congress. 

rfr. Otis said, if it w*as understood that no busi- 
ness w as to be done until the other business referred 
to came to a consummation, the senate might as 
well adjourn to-day without attempting to take up 
any business. 

The bill extending the time of payment to deb- 
tors for the public lands, and to defer the forfeiture 
thereof for non-payment, eame up next in order. 
After several members had spoke on the subject, 
Mr. Trimble moved to lay this bill on the table, 
with a view to a reconsideration of the postpone- 
ment of the cash sales bill. 

The motion was negatived, 19 votes to 17. 

The question on postponeing the indulgence bill 
to Monday, was then decided in the affirmative — 
17 to 14. 

The senate spent some time in consideration of 
executive business. 

BO CSX OF BXPUBSJtJPTATIVXB. 

Erratum. In the brief sketch of Mr. Randolph’s 
remarks— page 455, last vol. for “curia,” read 
cuirass. 

Thursday, Feb. 24. Mr. Meigs made a motion 
that the journal of the house should be amended | 
ao as to place his name in the affirmative on the 
vote taken yesterday, upon disagreeing with the 
senate in their amendment connecting Missouri 
with Maine, the same having been ervoneously sta- 
ted in the journal (and of course in this paper) the 
other way. But the motion was declared not to 
be in order, as the yeas and nays cannot be altered, 
after they have been once recorded. 

The speaker laid before the house, a report 
from the secretary of the treasury made in obedi- 
ence to a resolution of the house of representatives 
of the 1st of March 1819, “directing him to trans- 
mit to congress at an early period in the next ses- 
sion, a general statement of the condition of the 
bank of the United States, and its offices, similar 
to the return made to him by the bank: and a 
statement exhibiting as nearly as may be practica- 
ble, the amount of capital invested in the different 


chartered banks in the several states, and the dis. 
rict of Columbia; the amount of notes issued and in 
circulation; the public and private deposits in them; 
the amount of loans and discounts made by them 
and remaining unpaid, and the total quantity of 
specie they possess; and also, to report such mea- 
sures as, in his opinion, may be expedient to pro- 
cure and retain a sufficient quantity of gold and 
silver coin in the United States, or to supply a cir- 
culating medium, in place of specie, adapted to 
the exigencies of the country and within the pow- 
er of the government; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The speaker also laid before the house a letter 
from the secretary of war, enclosing a report of the 
third auditor of the treasury and of the commissa- 
ry general of subsistence, in relation to “the ex- 
pense of furnishing the army with rations for one 
year ending on the 14th of April 1818, exhibiting 
the average cost per ration, and also the average 
cost per ration for one year, under the provisions 
of the act of the 14th April 1818, entitled an act 
to regulate the staff of the army,” rendered in obe- 
dience to a resolution of this house of the 17tli 
day of December last: which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. Lowndes from the committee of foreign re- 
lations, reported a bill designating the ports with- 
in which only foreign armed vessels shall be per- 
mitted to enter; which was tw r ice read. 

Mr. Storrs, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of the Muhheconnuck, or 
Stockbridge nation of Indians; made a report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill confirming the title 
of Mohiccan, or Stockbridge nation of Indians to 
certain lands; which was twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Strother , it was 

Resolved , That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire into the circumstances under which powder 
and lead have been loaned by the war department, 
or by any of the officers of the United States* army, 
to certain individuals; and into the causes and ex- 
tent of delinquencies in the paymasters* and quar- 
termasters* dapartments; and that they be authoriz- 
ed to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Randolph rose to make a motion; which, he 
said, he should very much prefer to have been made 
by any other member than himself, but which he felt 
it to be his duty tobringforwardjand he trusted that, 
whatever others might think, or however others 
might act, he should never feel a disposition to 
shrink from the discharge of his duty. It was im- 
possible, Mr. 11. continued, for any man to see what 
was going on here — abuse heaped upon abuse, like 
Pelion upon Ossa, until it was impossible to tell 
where it would end — it threatened to reach the 
skies. This house, he said, w as emphatically en- 
trusted with the purse-strings of the nation. H': 
hoped it would not prove to be the case that the 
people had, according to a well known maxim of 
law, trusted the lamb to the custody of tire wolf. He 
had said, this house was entrusted with the purse- 
strings of the nation; and it behoved it, as the grand 
inquest of the nation, also, to enquire into abuses of 
every description, but first to pluck the beam from 
its own eye, before it attempted to take out the 
moat from Us brother’s eye. 

He then proceeded to say, in his usual manner, 
that since the agitation of the Missouri question, 
he could not sleep o’ nights, and in consequence 
of his early risings, thought he had discovered some- 
thing like peculation, or abuses, in a small way, in 
the contingent expenses of the house. That as part 
of his own equipment, he had for the first timefo 
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20 years, received at this session, a present of a 
knife, which he should carry heme as a tpolia opti- 
ma. He went on to sa^, he despaired of seeing 
any man elected presidenc whose conduct he 
should entirely approve — that he should never be 
in favor at court, as he had, somehow, as great 
alacrity at gettinginto a minority, as honest Jack 
Falstatt* had at sinking, See. He said that when he 
was a member of the committee of ways end means, 
lie was incessantly pestered with accounts for 
wood and candles and molasses and water, and peo- 
ple were always complaining of not being paid by 
the clerk, though he shewed their receipts in fui) 
—which it seemed lie compelled them to give that 
they might obtain the contract and then he specu- 
lated on the money, or made the debt a private af- 
fair. Mr. R. said he cast no imputation on the pre- 
sent clerk — the abuse he referred tq was not 
under his controul. lie then moved the following 
resolution: 

Oi'dered, That the clerk do prepare, and lay be- 
fore this house, a statement of the annual amount 
of the contingent expenses thereof, from the com- 
mencement of the present government, to the 30th 
of November last: distinguishing the expense of 
stationary, printing, fuel, lights, furniture, atten- 
dants, and their assistants; with a, statement of the 
amount and nature of the perquisites of each. 

Mr. R. wished the accounts of the present ses- 
sion kept separate, for they would, he thought, 
constitute a curiosity, a volume in themselves. 

Tlia house having resolved itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole, Mr. Stem in the chair, on the 
Missouri bill; 

Mr. Fuller , of Massachusetts, tpok the floor, and 
spoke about two hours in support of the proposed 
restriction. 

Mr. Baldwin , of Pennsylvania, next addressed 
the committee, and spoke also about two hours 
against the constitutional right of congress to im- 
pose the restriction; aitfl* incidentally, in favor of 
the right of congress to restrict slavery in the ter- 
ritories of the United States. 

The committee then rose. 

Ftiday, Feb. 25, The Speaker laid before the 
hpuse a letter from the secretary of war, transmit- 
ting a report from the engineer’s department, re- 
specting the rules for the government of the milita- 
ry academy, fee. in obedience to a resolution of this 
house of the 26th of Feb. 1819. 

• Other business of no importance being transact- 
ed, 

The speaker announced the order of the day, on 
the Missouri bill. 

Mr. HM of Massachusetts, rose, and said he did 
not now wish to consume the time of the house up. 
on a subject, the progress of which seemed to be 
stamped with all the marks of eternity. But he 
rose merely to move that the committee of the 
whole be discharged from any further eonsidera 
tion of the Missouri bill. 

Withdrawn at the suggestion of Mr. Lovmdes , 
fbr the present. 

The house then again went into a committee of 
the whole, Mr. Cobb, in the chair on this bill. 

Mr. Ft'vin, of South Carolina, took the floor, and 
spoke at considerable length against the restriction. 

Mr. Scott , of Missouri, next rose, and spoke more 
than an hour on the same side. 

Mr. Meigu, of New York, spoke some time also 
against the restriction. 

Mr. 4Jan», of Massachusetts, made a few re- 
marks in favor of the restriction; and 

Mr. Tucke r, of Va. spoke more than an hour a- 


gainst the amendment. When he had concluded* 
(about 4 o’clock, ) 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, rose and observed, that 
a large number of his constituents had expressed 
their opinion in opposition to the opinion which he 
was known to entertain on this subject, and it 
might be presumed that be desired to deliver his 
reasons for the vote which he should give. But 
Mr. S. said the public business was suffering by the 
protraction of the debate; the members are weary 
of it; every one’s opinion was made up on it: and 
he was up willing to consume the time of the com- 
mittee by any remarks op the question. He there* 
fore forebore, and he hoped the question would 
be taken. 

Mr. Walker, of North Carolina, rose then to move 
that the committee should rise; but the question 
was called for so clamorously and so persevering, 
ly, that Mr. W. could proceed no farther than to 
move that the committee rise. 

The committee refused to rise, by almost a unan- 
imous vote. 

Mr. Beecher , of Ohio, then stated that it was his 
wish to be heard on the question; and, if not allow- 
ed an opportunity of speaking in committee, he 
should do so hi the house, unless prevented by 
foroc; and he moved that the committee should 
then rise. 

This motion was lost by a very large majority. 

Mr. Sfmith, of North Carolina, 6atd the course he 
was about to propqse was unusual and perhaps 
without precedent — that was to call the previous 
question in committee of the whole; but, as he 
conceived the motion would be sustained by the 
rules and orders of the house, and to put an end to 
any further debate op tha amendment, he moved 
for the previtut que»tion thereon. 

The chair conceived that the motion was not ip 
order. 

Mr. Randolph asked leave of the mover of this 
course, to suggest to him a less invidious mode of 
getting at his object If the committee should 
consent to rise, artd the house would refuse it leave 
to sit again, the question would then be in the 
house; and that was the only way, Mr. R said, that 
the committee, worn down by what was called a 
discussion, could be relieved from it. He hoped, 
wherever possible, that the previous question 
should be dispensed with; but if some mode were 
not devised of* getting clear of this debate, he be- 
lieved he should become reconciled to it — though 
a man convinced against his will, was of the same 
opinion still, &c. 

Mr. Clay (speaker) observed that the previoue 
quettion would not effect the object of the gentle- 
man who moved it; because its effect would be to 
put pside the question on the amendment altogeth- 
er; and though that might be a very happy effect, 
yet it was not, he presumed, desired by the com- 
mittee, and he thought it fcir to warn gentlemen 
; of an effect that he supposed was not anticipat- 
ed. 

Mr. Smith of North Carolina, thought he had 
felt himself at an entire liberty to make a motion, 
intended to stop the debate, inasmuch as he had not 
troubled the committee with a speech on the sub- 
ject: yet as the effect would be, what had been 
stated by the speaker, he would withdraw his 
motion. 

The question was then taken o.i Mr. Taylor’s 
proposed restriction, and agreed to, by from 12 
to 18 votes, [The reporter was not able to ascer- 
tain the precise number.] 

Mr. Taylor then moved that the committee risu 
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as he presumed it was not prepared to go into the! port of any army or detachment of troops raised 

DaMAiiii /latnila nf tha Kill t)iio avaninw aavaral nf tuithnnt fl>A .L* " . 


various details of the bill this evening, several of 
which were important, and would give rise to ma- 
ny questions. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Scott and Mr. 
Strother, and supported by Mr. Sergeant, It, how. 
ever, finally prevailed, and 

The committee obtained leave — ayes 90 — to sit 
again; and, about 5 o’clock. 

The house adjourned. . 

Saturday , Feb. 26. Mr. Smyth of Virginia from 
the committee on military affairs, to whom Was re- 
ferred an enquiry into the expediency, of establish- 
ing an additional national armory, made a report un- 
favorable to the establishment of an additional armo- 
ry.- which report was, on motion of Mr. Anderoon 
laid on the table. 

The order of the day being announced from the 
chair;— being the unfinished business of yesterday, 

Mr. Hill renewed the motion which he made yes- 
terday, that the committee of the whole house be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
Missouri bill; but the motion was not sustained hy a 
majority of the house. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Cobb in the chair, on the 
said bill. 

Mr. Storrs , of New York, moved to amend the 
bill, by inserting in the 4th section, (immediately 
preceding the restrictive amendment adopted yes 
terday,) the following proviso: 

That in all that tract of country ceded by France 
to the United States, under the name of Louisiana, 
which lies north of thirty-9ix degrees and thirty 
minutes north latitude, excepting only, such part 
thereof, as is included within the limits of the state 
contemplated by this act, there shall be neither 
slavery nor involuntary servitude, otherwise than in 
the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted: Provided alxouye , That 
any person escaping into the same, from whom la- 
bor or service is lawfully claimed in any state or 
territory of the United States, such fugitive may be 
lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the person 
claiming his or her labor or service as aforesaid. 

Mr. Sierra supported his amendment in a speech 
of considerable length — embracing, incidentally, in 
the range of his remarks, an examination of the 
right of imposing the slavery restriction on Missouri. 

Mr. Randolph next rose, and spoke more than four 
hours, against the amendment, and on the topics 
connected with it, the subject of restriction, &c. 
When he had concluded, (about half past four 
o'clock,) 

An ineffectual motion wa9 made for the commit- 
tee to rise. 

Mr. Beecher, of Ohio, then took the floor, and 
proceeded a short time in a speech on the subject, 
when he gave way for a motion for the committee 
to rise, which prevailed, and about 5 o’clock 

The house adjourned. 

Monday , Feb. 28. Several reports were receiv- 
ed — after which 


without the consent of this house, or the authority 
of congress; made a report thereon. 

This report is of very considerable length, and 
accompanied by voluminous illustrating and sup- 
porting statements. The report having been read 
through: 

Mr. Reid, of Geo. moved, that 5000 copies thereof 
be printed for the use of the house; in support of 
which he remarked, that this was a government de- 
pending, in a peculiar manner, on the strength of 
public opinion; that the house would recollect that 
the debate on the Seminole war had gone before 
the public; that a report of a committee of the se- 
nate, at the last session, had also gone forth, and 
that a vindication of the president of the U. States 
and his commanding generals, prepared by an un- 
known hand, bad been put into circulation, and 
found its way even to their tables, and that, without 
any prejudices of any description to gratify, he 
wished all the facts and evidence (now laid before 
the house by this report) to be as extensively spread 
before the people as the documents, fcc. to which 
he had alluded. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. Strother at some 
length; who argued that it would bq an unneces- 
sary expense, as the report would probacy receive 
a general circulation through the public papers; 
and that the usual number (six hundred copies) 
would be sufficient for the use of the members, &c. 

The usual number was ordered to be printed. 

After other business, which will be noticed in its 
progress— 

A message was received from the senate, by their 
secretary, announcing that the senate maiaton their 
amendments to the bill for the admission of Maine 
into the union, which had been disagreed to by this 
house. J 

Mr. Taylor moved that the house should ineiot on 
their disagreement to the amendments. Mr.Lopnde* 
moved that the amendments should lie on the table; 
negatived, ayes 7*4, noes 85. Mr. Culpepper, after 
some remarks to shew the propriety and necessity 
of mutual concession, moved to postpone the sub*. 
J***!! to-morrow— negatived without a count. 

The main question then recurring, it was so di- 
vided, on motion of \f r. Buthr, of Louisiana, as to be 
first taken on insisting on the disagreement of this 
house, to the first eight sections, (connecting with 
the Maine bill provisions for the admission of Mis- 
souri) and was decided by yeas and navs, as follow^* 

AiSf the dh 2f rtew:iU °f this Arfamt, 

5** cher * Boden * Bruth, BufTum. Du tier, 
of NJI. CoropMl, Cate. Clflgrtt, Cook, Cr*ft«. ('ti'liman. Darling 
gft Oeunitpo, Dewitt, Dickinton, Dow*, Eddy, Edwonlt, of Cim 


Hottetfer, Kendall, Kimley. Latbrop, Lincoln, Linn, Livermore, 
Lyman. Maclay, Mallory, Marchand, Masoci, Meeeb, Mein, R. 
Moore, S. Moore. Monel!. Morton, Mow-Wry. Murray. N-Uon, Mot* 
Melton. of V*. Parker. of Mau. Patt^rton, Phelps. Philaon, Pitcher* 
Plumor. Rich. Richards, Richmond. Rngm, Rott, Run, Sampson* 
Sergeant, Siltbee. Sloan, Smith, of N. J. Southard, Stevens. Storrs. 

Street. Stnmg^fVt. Stronr ' T ~ ' T '“ " - 

kina, Tracy, Upham, 

Wood— 97. 


Strong. NY. Tanr. Taylor, TomKruon, Temp, 
_ i, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Wendovrr, Whit- 

Mr. Randolph , from the select committee appoint- j 

cd oil that subject, reported a bill for the relief of — ■ •>-■>«»., umviuuno, orr>i[u. mu-n, nrynn. nunon, uur 
the family of the late Oliver Hazard Perry, and for of , Cannon, CoWj. CoHte, CrawM, Cutbrntr 

tfce education of hi. children at the public charge, 

which was twice read and committed. or Tenn. Kent, LitfK Lowndes, M’Coy, M’Ciran. 

Mr. front the select committee appointed , 

on his resolution of the 10th of Dec. last, to enquire Rhry. Ringgold, Robmson. settle. Show, Simkint, siocomh. smith 
and report, whether any of the public moneys ap-| .tt®’ N - c - brother, 

propriated by congTes, for the pay and subsistence j wSST. rT? wTu££,* v£' iv-w.' 

of the regular army of the United States, since the . The question was then stated on insisting on the 
4th of March, 1815, have been applied to the sup- 1 disagreement of the houta to the remaining am-nd 
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merits of the senate, (being the 9th section, em- 
bracing the compromise principle.) 

Mr. Lowndes wished to remark, before this ques- 
tion was taken, that, although he should always be 
ready to vote for such a proposition, substantially, 
when presented to him, combined with the free 
admission of Missouri; yet, as the amendment rela- 
tive to Missouri had been disagreed to, it would be 
useless to retain this amendment in connection with 
the Maine bill alone, and, as he should therefore, 
now vote against retaining it, he wished his motive 
to be understood. 

\fr. Jr C iv ary made a remark or two to the same 
effect; when 

The question was taken on insisting on the dis- 
agreement of the house to the 9th section of the 
senate’s amendments and carried, by yeas and nays: 
as follows: 

For insuring on the diiagreemcnt—Meun* Abbot, Adam*. Alex- 
ander. Allen, Mew. All-o, N. Y. Mien, Tenu. Anderwn, Areher, 
Md. Archer, Va. Balk Barbour, Bateman, Beecher, Borien, Brr* 
rard. Brown, Brush, Bryan, Bn (Turn, Burton. BurwelL, Butler, N.H. 
Butler, Lon. Campbell, Cannon, Case, Clarett, Clark. CobtvCnok, 
Crafts, Culbreth, Cushman, Cuthburt, Darlington, DavWlaou, Den- 
nUon. Dewitt Dickinson, Dowse, Earle, E ldv, Edwards, Cou. Ed- 
wards, Penu. Edwards, N. C. Ervine, Fny, Fisher. Floyd, Folger, 
Foot, Ford, Forrest, Fuller, Garnett. Gross, N. Y. Gross, P*-nn. 
Guron, Hackley, Hall. N.Y, Hardin, Hazard. Hemphill, Hendricks 
Herrick, Hibshman, Hirster, Hill, Holmes, Hooks* Hostrtter, Joins* 
son, Jones, Va. Jones, Tenn. Kendall, Kent, Kinsey, Kinsley, Lin* 
coln,Linn, Livermore, Lowndes. Lyman, MacIay,McCoy,McCresr)'» 
McLean, Ky. Mallary, Marcliand, Mason, Meigs, Metcalf, R. Moore, 
S. Moore, Monell. Morton. Mosely, Murray, Neale, Nelson, Mass. 
Kelson, Va. Newton, Overstreet, Parker, Mass. Parker, Va. Patter- 
son. Pbdps, Philson, Pinckney, Pimlsll. Pitcher, Plumer, queries, 
Randolph, lUnkin* Reed, Rhea, Rich, Richards, Richmond, Ring- 
wold. Robe rtson, Rogers, Ross, Russ, Sampson, Sergeant, S^iU?, 
Silshce.31mkj ns, Slocumh, B. Smith, Va. A. Smyth, Va. Smith, N.C. 
Southard, Stevens, Storrs, Street, Strong Jf.Y. Strother, Swearingen, 
Tavlor. Terrell, Tomlinson, Tompkins, Tracy, Trimble, Tucker, 
Ya* Tucker. S.C. Tyler, Upham, Van Rensselaer, Walker, N. C. 
Wallace, Warfield, Wendover, Whitman, Williams, Va. William*. 
N. C. Wood— ISO. 

Again* i miffing on the disagreement of the house- Messrs. Bald- 
win Bloomfield, Cocke, Cnlpepper, Fullerton, Ladirop, Lutle, 
Merer, Shaw, Sloan, Smith, N. J. Smith, Md. Strong, Vi. Tarr— 14. 

So the house instiled on it* disagreement to the 
whole of the senate’s amendments to the Maine 
hill; and the clerk was direct eel to acquaint the se 
natc therewith. 

The house then again went into committee of 
the whole, Mr. Cobb in the chair, on the Missouri 1 
bill — Mr. Storrs's proposition to insert therein the 
clause to exclude slavery from the territory of the 
United States west of the Mississippi and north of! 
36° 30’ north latitude, (excepting the proposed 
state of Misssouri,) being still under consideration 


^ Mr. Beecher resumed his speech on the right of 
congress to impose the restriction, as to slavery. 
Mr* Randolph again spoke on the opposite side 
and in^eply to Mr. Beecher. Mr. Mallamj expres 
sed himself in favor of the accommodation pro 
posed in the amendment, and Mr. Storrs also sup 
ported it. Mr. Uvermore opposed it. Mr. Bald- 
win was in favor of the amendment, and replied 
to a point or two of Mr. Beecher’s remarks. Final- 
ly, Mr. Storrs’s proposition was disagreed to — for 
it 33. 

The committee then proceeded to fill up the de 
tails of the bill; 

Mr. Taylor moved an amendment thereto, going 
t6 strike out all that part providing the apportion 
mentof delegates to the convention among the se 
vend counties, and substituting therefor, in sub- 
stance, a provision leaving the apportionment to the 
general assembly of the territory”, according to the 
free white population thereof. 

After considerable discussion, this amendment 
whs negatived, by a large majority. On filling the 
blanks of the bill, according to the motions of Mr. 
Stott, of Missouri— 


Mr. Taylor moved an amendment [one of which 
he had offered on the first day that the bill was taken 
up, and then withdrawn] by adding to the last sec* 
tion the following clause: “And if the same [the 
constitution] shall be approved by congress at their 
next session after the receipt thereof, the said ter- 
ritory shall be admitted into the union, as a state^ 
upon the same footing as the original states. 

Debate being had, this motion was lost— ayes 75, 
noes 84. 

Mr. Storrs then offered an amendment, in effect 
to transfer the restrictive amendment already adopt- 
ed lo the 6th section of the bill, (which embraces 
those provisions in the nature of the compact,) and 
so modify it as to make it a recommendation for the 
frre acceptance or rejection of the convention of 
Missouri, as an article of compact, to exclude slavery, 
instead of enjoining it as an absolute condition of 
their admission. 

Mr. Clay seconded the motion, and, with the 
mover, zealously urged the adoption of the amend- 
ment. It was opposed as zealously by Messrs. Tay- 
lor , Sergeant , and Gross , of N. York. 

Mr. Stori's withdrew hi9 motion — Mr. Clay re- 
newed it — two hours debate followed, maintained 
by several speakers. It was finally negatived, ayes 
82 noes 92. 

fto other amendment being offered, about half 
past nine o’clock, the committee (having rejected 
several motions, in the course of the evening, to 
rise and report progress) rose and reported the bill 
to the house. 

Mr. Lowndes laid the following^proposition on the 
table, as an amendment of the rules and orders of ' 
the house: 

And if any member shall not confine himself to 
the question under debate, and shall be called to 
order, if the decision of the speaker of the house 
upon appeal, be against the member thus deviating 
from the question, such member shall not be, at 
that time, permitted to proceed, without the special 
leave of the house. 

And the house adjourned. 

Tuesday , Feb. 9. Considerable time was spent or* 
thr proposition to amend the rules of the house of- 
fered yesterday by Mr. Lowndes — finally, it was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting an ab- 
stract of the official emoluments and expenditure* 
of the officers of the customs, for the year 1819; 
rendered in obedience to the provisions of a law of 
congress; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

The house then proceeded to consider a message 
received yesterday from the senate, requesting of 
this house a conf erenefc on the disagreeing votes of 
the two houses on the amendments of the senate te 
the Maine bill. 

On motion of Mr. Holmes, the conference was 
agreed to; and a committee of five members order- 
ed, as the managers on the part of this Jiouse. Mes- 
srs. Holmes , Taylor, Lowndes, Parker , of Mass, and 
Kinsey , compose the committee. 

The house next took up the amendments report- 
ed by the committee of the w'hole to the Missouri 
bill 

The question was taken on all the amendments 
to the bill, with the exception of the restriction 
moved in committee, by Mr. Taylor , and were 
agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the restrictive 
amendment - » „ 

Mr. Storrs moved to amend that amendment by 
[striking out the words "shall ordain and establish? 
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and inserting therein other words, so as to make the 
provision for excluding slavery a proposition to the 
convention of Missouri, as an article of compact be- 
tween the United States and the said state, for 
their free acceptance or rejection— instead of a 
positive injunction. 

Debate followed, by Messrs. Rhea, Walker of N. C. 
Johnson of Va. Nelson, Randolph , Smith of Md. For- 
rest and Parker . The amendment offered by Mr 
Storrs was lost — ayes 82, noes 98. 

Mr. Scott then offered an amendment to the re- 
strictive amendment, having for its object, in sub- 
stance, to prevent the operation of the restriction 
either on the slaves noyr in Missouri, or on their in- 
crease. 

'This proposition was advocated by Mr. Campbell , 
of Ohio; but 

Mr. Scott , at the suggestion of several of his 
friends, withdrew his amendment. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the restrictive amendment, adopted in committee 
of the whole, on the motion of Mr. Taylor , and de- 
cided in the affirmative, — yeas 94, nays 86. 

Mr. Taylor then renewed a motion which he had 
made unsuccessfully in committee, to amend the 
last section of the bill, by striking out the words 
“and the said state, when formed, shall be admitted in- 
to the union on an equal footing with the original 
states and inserting in lieu thereof the following; 
“and if the same [constitution] shall be approved 
by congress, the said territory shall be admitted 
into the union as a state, upon an equal footing with 
the original states.” 

This question was briefly supported by the mo- 
ver, and was opposed by Messrs. Scott, Lowndes , 
Jtercer, Floyd and Hendricks; and 

The question being taken thereon, it was de- 
cided in the negative, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Teas — Messrs. Adams, Allen, Mass. Allen, N. Y. 
Buffum, Butler, N. H. Clark, Crafts, Cushman, Dar- 
lington, Dennison, Dowse, Edwards, Conn. Ed- 
wards, Penn. Fav, Folger, Forrest, Fuller, Guy on, 
Hackley, Hemphill, Herrick, Hostetter, Kinsley, 
Lathrop, Lyman, Maclay, Marchand, Meeeh, Mor- 
ton, Murray, Patterson, Phelps, Philson, “Rich, 
Richards, Richmond, Rogers, Ross, Sergeant, Storrs, 
‘Strong, Vt. Strong, N. Y. Tarr, Taylor, Tracy, Van 
Ransselaer, Wallace, Wendover, Wood — 49. 

NAYS— 125. 

The question recurring, on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third lime: 

Mr. Storrs moved to amend the bill, by adding 
thereto a new section, providing for the exclusion 
of slavery from all the territories of the United 
States west of the Mississippi and north of36 deg. 
30 min. of north latitude, excepting the proposed 
state of Missouri — fthe amendment commonly cal- 
led the compromise.) | 

Another debate took place — finally Mr. Storrs, to 
avoid the long discussion which the proposition 
might create, withdrew it. 

The question was then, at length, taken on or- 
dering the bill to be engrossed and read a third time, 
and decided in the affirmative, by yeas aiul nays, as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. 

Adams Buffum Cushman I 

Allen, N. Y. Butler, N. H. Darlington 

Anderson Campbell Dennison 

Baker Case Dewit 

Bateman Claggett Dickinson 

Beecher Clark Dowse 

Boden Cook Eddy 

Brush Crofts Edwards, Con. 


Edwards, Penn. Linn 


Fay 

Folger 

Fold 

Forrest 

Fuller 

Gross, N. Y. 

Gross, Penn. 

Guyon 

Hackley 

Hall, N. Y. 

Hemphill 

Hendricks 

Herrick 

Hibshman 

Hiester 

Hill 

Hostetter 

Kendall 

Kinsey 

Kinsley 

Lathrop 

Lincoln 

Abbot 
Alexander 
Allen, Tenn. 
Archer, Md. 
Archer, Va. 
Baldwin 
Ball 

Barbour 

Bloomfield 

Brevard 

Brown 

Bryan 

Burton 

Burwell 

Butler, Lou. 

Cannon 

Cobb 

Cocke 

Crawford 

Crowell 

Culbreth 

Culpepper 

Cuthbert 

Davidson 

Earle 


Lyman 

Maclay 

Mallary 

Marchand 

Meech 

R. Moore 

S. Moore 
Monell 
Morton 
Moseley 
Murray 
Nelson, Mass. 
Parker, Mass. 
Patterson 
Phelps 
Pliilson 
Pitcher 
Plumer 
Rich 
Richards 
Richmond 
Rogers 

NAYS— Messrs. 
Floyd 
Foot 
Fullerton 
Garnett 
Hall, N.C. 
llardin 
Holmes 
Hooks 
Johnson 
Jones, Va, 

Jones, Tenn. 

Kent 

Little 

Livermore 

Lowndes 

McCoy 

McCreary 

McLanc, Del. 

McLean, Ken. 

Mason 

Meigs 

Mercer 

Metcalf 

Neale 

Nelson, Va. 


Ross 

Russ 

Sampson 

Sergeant 

Silabee 

Sloan 

Smith, N. J. 

Southard 

Stevens 

Street 

Strong, Vt. 

Strong, N. Y. 

Tarr 

Taylor 

Tomlinson 

Tompkins 

Tracy 

Upbam 

Van Rensselaer 
Wallace 
Wendover 
Whitman 
Wood— 93. 

Pinckney 

Pindall 

Quarles 

Randolph 

Rankin 

Reed 

Rhea 

Ringgold 

Robertson 

Settle 

Shaw 

Simpkins 

Sloe umb 

Smith, Md. 

B. Smith, V*. 

A. Smyth, Va. 
Smith, N. €• 
Storrs 
Strother 
Swearengeu 
Trimble 
Tucker, Va. 
Tucker, S. C. 
Tyler 

Walker, N. C. 
Warfield 
Williams, Va. 
WilliamsjN.C. 84 


Edwards, N. C. Newton Warfield 

Ervin Overstreet Williams, Va. 

Fisher Parker, Va. Williams,N.C. 84 

And, a little after 8 o’clock, the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, March 1 . — Soon after the Speaker 
had taken the chair, 

Mr. Quarles, of Kentucky, rose, he said, with feel- 
ings which he -could not express, and with a me- 
lancholy very seldom experienced by him, to an- 
nounce to the house the distressing intelligence of 
the death of one of its body: my friend and col* 
league, major David Walker, with Christian forti- 
tudejabout eight o’clock this morning, exchanged, 
said Mr. Quarles, a world of cares, of toils and diffi- 
culties, for. I hope, a mansion of bliss. 

I offer, said Mr. Q. for consideration, resolutions 
comporting with the wish of the deceased. While 
living, my colleague, by profession and practice, in 
private and public life, was a plain unaffected man. 
He, from education, had an abhorrence of pomp and 
parade, lie desired that the body that was clad 
with mourning should w ? ecp with mental distress. 
He had seen numerous carriages, filled with per- 
sons attending funerals, at this and other places, 
1 moving with solemnity to the burial ground, an?* 
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Missouri (Question. 

DEBATE lit THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thu r*d a y % January 27.— The question before the 
committee was on agreeing to an amendment, offer- 
ed by Mr. I at to a, of N. Y. to insert after the pro- 
viso, that the constitution shall be republican, and 
not repugnant to the constitution of the U. States, 
the following: 

«And shall ordain and establish that their shall 
he neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the 
said state, otherwise than in the punishment of 
crimes whereof the party shall have been duly con- 
victed: Provided always, that any person ^scapjng 
into the same, from whom labor or service is lawful 
!y claimed in any other state, such fugitive may bt 
lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person 
claiming his or her labor or service as aforesaid. — 
And provided also, that the said provisions shall not 
he construed to aher the condition or civil rights 
of any person now held to service or labor in the 
said territory.” 

*1 he amendment having been read, and the ques- 
tion stated by Mr Balthoin, the chairman of the 
committee of the whole — 

Mr. Tailor, of New York, rose, and spoke as 
fbllows: 

Mr. Chairman: The bill on your table propose.* 
no act of ordinary legislation. No attribute of so- 
vereignty is more important than that which is ex- 
ercised in the admission of new parties to the fede- 
ral compact. It was reserved for America to exhi- 
bit, on an extensive scale, an example of indepen- 
dent states uniting for the general welfare, surren- 
dering a part of their sovereignty to a new created 
government, and authorising it to constitute other 
states similar to themselves. 

By the articles of confederation, the approbation 
of nine states out of thirteen was necessary to the 
admission of a new member. In the convention 
that formed the federal constitution, the subject of 
admitting new states being under consideration, it 
was proposed that to such admission the consent of 
two thirds of the members present in each house of 
congress should be necessary, and it passed in the 
affirmative by the votes of all the states present, 
except Virginia and Maryland. No other question 
was taken on this single proposition, and why it was 
not finally incorporated into the constitution does 
nHt appear. Congress and three fourths of the 
states may change the constitution — may establish 
principles and create powers, in jurious to the rights 
of the other states. The period may arrive when 
the desire to obtain this constitutional majority in 
support of some project of ambition, or avarice, 
may lead to the admission of states favorable to its 
accomplishment. 

T his bill acquires additional importance from the 
consideration that the territory m question is no 
part of our ancient domain. The power of admit- 
ting new states into the union, when adopted by 
the members of the g«»od old confederation, had to 
this territory no more application than to Chili or 
Peril. It was a foreign province — alien to our laws, 
customs, and institutions. It sustained none of the j 
conflicts of our revolution; it wa9 purchased, not bv 
the blood of our fathers, but with the wealth of 
Vox. XV11I. 2. 


their sons. If we believe that, by a liberal con- 
struction of the constitution, the power of admitting 
this territory as a state is possessed by congress! 
we remember also that politicians of no humble 
name have denied its existence; that an amendment 
to the constitution, for the purpose of obtaining 
from the states a grant of the power now about to 
be exercised, was proposed in the United States 9 
senate, by a statesman eminently entitled to the 
confidence of this nation; that serious doubts on 
this subject existed in the minds of those who then 
occupied in our government, its most distinguished 
stations — doubts, which were finally removed, as 
other doubts afterwards were, by consideration of 
imperious necessity. 

The magnitude of this question is apparent, by 
casting your eye on a map of the territory from 
w hich it is proposed to carve this state. Vvho 
knows its extent? Who has explored its boundaries? 
The waters of its rivers traverse a country of at least 
two thousand miles, before they reach the Missis- 
sippi. It probably contains more square miles than 
all the states of the old confederacy. The rule you 
now apply tirMissouri, hereafter will be held appli- 
cable to the residue of the territory. The fertility 
of its soil, the temperature and salubrity of its cli- 
mate, its majestic rivers, it vegetable production*, 
its mineral wealth; all contribute to confirm our 
anticipations of its greatness. Under the guidance 
of a wise policy, it will doubtless exhibit in future 
time, the fairest specimens of American character, 
and the most perfect models of free government.— 
Cold, indeed, must be his heart* who can contem- 
plate without emotion, the high destinies prepared 
for our posterity in this land of promise — secured 
to them without possibility of failure, if congress 
shall be true to their interests, and to our national 
principles. Probably this very question, certainly 
the determination of a few congresses, will irrevo- 
cably decide, whether this territory is indeed, as 
it has been pronounced on a former occasion, by a 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Randolph) the most 
expensive acquisition made by the United States, 
or whether its purchase was the wisest expendi- 
ture of treasure ever made by any nation. 

The importance of this bill is further enhanced 
by the unparalleled excitement it has produced in 
every section of the union; an excitement occasion- 
ed not by the intrigues of political leaders, but ris- 
ing from the intrinsic merits of the subject, and 
manifested by the spontaneous expression of pub- 
lic feeling. 

These considerations, and many more which 
might be mentioned, dictate the propriety of con- 
ducting this discussion in that spirit of temperance 
and fraternal affection, which produced the adop- 
tion of our happy constitution, and has exalted this 
union to its present elevation among the nations of 
the earth. For myself and for those who unite in 
support of the proposed amendment, I solemnly 
disclaim the existence of a feeling unfriendly to our 
brethren of the south. On what foundation can 
such a suspicion rest? The states most unanimous 
in support of this amendment, are those whose at- 
tachment to the national administration for the last 
niueteen years bus been the most Uniform. In all this 
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contests of party strife, which during that time have 
agitated the American family, we have zealously 
supported their principles and their men. We 
have stood side by side advocating the same system 
of national policy, and maintaining the same creed 
of political faith. We have rejoiced in their for- 
tunes and honored their valor. We still cherish 
towards them like sentiments of kindness and es- 
teem. 

We also disclaim any wish to alter the basis of 
compromise on which the federal constitution was 
founded. “The spirit of amity and mutual conces- 
sion,** displayed in its formation and adoption is 
equally essential to its preservation. The bond 
has been executed, and we will faithfully perform 
all its conditions; we yield, without grudging, to 
the slave holding states all the political advantages 
they have a right to demand. If the weight and in- 
fluence of the south be increased by the represen- 
tation of what they consider a part of their proper- 
ty, we do not wish to diminish them. The right 
by which this property is held is not derived from 
the federal constitution; we have neither inclination 
nor power to interfere with the laws of existing 
states in this particular. On the contrary, they 
have not only a right to reclaim their fugitives 
wherever found, but, in the event of “domestic vio 
lence,” (which may God in his mercy forever avert) 
the whole strength of the nation is bound to be*ex- 
erted, if needful, in reducing it to subjection; while 
we recognize these obligations, and will never fail 
to perform them, we ask in return that a system of 
policy may not be pursued inevitably leading to the 
imposition of new and unreasonable burdens, which 
were never contemplated when the compromise 
Was made. 

We equally disclaim all desire to restrict the 
emigration of the south, or to deny to it an equal 
.participation of territorial benefits. We bought 
the soil and and sovereignty together. We paid 
for it, not “with the money of Virginia,** but with 
the treasure of the union. When we sell the soil 
every citizen has an equal right to purchase. The 
proceeds of sale belong to no state, but to the na- 
tion. The powers of sovereignty over the territo- 
ry ought to be exercised, not on the principles of 
Virginia or Massachusetts, but upon those of the 
United States. Is this doctrine unreasonable? Does] 
it justify the imputation charged upon its advocates J 
by a gentleman of Virginia, (Mr. Randolph) that 
we consider the emigrants of the south “a degrad- 
ed cast?** In what part of this country have such 
opinions been maintained? Truth answers no 
where! Wherever emigrants from the south have 
settled, they have largely shared in the honors of 
their adopted states. Distinguished examples 
might easily be mentioned even in the old states. 
But in the new, in those especially north of the 
Ohio, where the principle of the amendment was 
early established, and has been faithfully maintain- 
ed, what is the fact? Have southern emigrants 
been there considered a degraded cast? Whence 
came their government, judges, and secretaries?— 
Whence their present senators and representatives 
in congress? Are not these states, and especially 
Indiana and Illinois, indebted, not only to the south, 
but chiefly to one section of the south, for a princi- 
pal share of that talent and ability which now repre- 
sent their wishes and interests in our national coun- 
cils. 

Mr.Chairm&n, cannot the amendment be support- 
ed upon principles very different in their character 
from those with which wo are unjustly charged by 
its enemios? Is it difficult for those who admit 


slavery to be a malignant poison, to believe that we 
consider it essential to the prosperity of Missouri, 
that this poison shall not be infused into her civil 
institutions? And are not we as much bound, in 
our legislation, to regard her welfare as if we were 
elected by her people? In exercising this trust, 
we ought to consider not only her present, but her 
future advantage. The present generation is not 
alone, nor even principally interested in this ques- 
tion before us. If the age of states were linvtcd 
to the period of human life, this subject would be 
comparatively of little importance. But when all 
the inhabitants who are now engaged in the busi- 
ness of the territory, shall sleep with their fathers, 
it scarcely will have commenced its political exis- 
tence. The statesman whose views look not to the 
future, is unworthy .the confidence of the Ame- 
rican people. It depends upon us, in no small 
degre^, whether, fifty years hence, the counties 
of Missouri shall be cultivated like the garden of 
Pennsylvania, supporting a population of industri- 
ous freemen, awl contributing largely to the nation- 
al wealth, or whether they shall exhibit the cheer- 
less spectacle presented to our view in the neigh- 
borhood of this district —whether her portionless 
sons shall hereafter become companions of planta- 
tion negroes, or the independentcultivalors of their 
own fields, if improved land fye more valuable to a 
state than barren wastes; if a compact population 
be more valuable than that which is dispersed; if a 
population of freemen be better than hordes of 
slaves, we cannot hesitate in deciding what 19 re- 
quired by the interest of the territory. 

Is not the amendment necessary, also, to the wel- 
fare of the middling class of emigrants throughout 
the union? Can they flourish in a country of slaves? 
In civilized society, the persons engaged in me- 
! chanical arts, constitute no considerable portion of 
its members. But if information derived from the 
old slave-holding states be credited, that cla 89 of 
their free population is constantly diminishing. — 
Those arts have been taught to their slaves, who 
now perform the business in which free citizens 
were formerly employed. That part of society 
whose physical power requires to be strengthened, 
is thus diminished, and the mechanic is compelled 
to abandoned his home, and search for employment 
in a distant land. 

The admission of Missouri, without a restriction 
against slavery, is opposed by a majority of the 
states in the union. These states, it is true, have 
arted with the power of legislating on the subject; 
ut, ought not their judgment and wishes to be re- 
spected? In business partnerships, wliat would wis- 
dom dictate in such a case? Although its managers 
or agents might have power to admit new mem- 
bers, would they be wise to exercise it in a manner 
hostile to the known opinions of a majority of those 
both in number and amount, interested in the con- 
cern? What consequences would be likely to fol- 
low such proceedings, even if the managers should 
be able, by the pieans of votes thus acquired, to re- 
tain their places and control the interests of the 
original partners? Could the concern flourish? 
Would not contention and distrust unavoidably en- 
sue? And is harmony less desirable in a confedera- 
cy of states, than in the little concerns of mercan- 
tile profit? 

The adoption of the amendment is necessary to 
retard the growth of that slave holding spirit, 
which appears to gain ground in the United States. 
Notwithstanding the exertions of abolition and co- 
lonization societies, in various parts of the union, it 
is feared and believed, that public sentiment in the 


Digitized by 


Google 




NILBSS’ REGISTER— MARCH 4, 1820— MISSOURI QUESTION. 


19 




west is becoming less unfriendly to slavery than it 
formerly was; no new state has been admitted into 
the union, since 1791, which has not established 
slavery by law, unless prohibited by congres. Ala- 
bama,* the last state admitted, has not left it to the 
regulation of law, but has protected it by a consti- 
tutional provision. In 1792, when Kentucky was ad- 
mitted; a powerful combination of talent and in- 
fluence was exerted in favor of the gradual emanci- 
pation of her slaves. Who were then the zealous 
supporters of freedom in Kentucky? The history of 
their efforts and the cause of their failure, are well 
known to some honorable members of this commit* 
tee from that state. Unfortunately their efforts did 
mot succeed. But, even an attempt to stop the pro 
gress of slavery in the west, though unsuccessful, 
was no small honor. It evinced an elevation of 
mind, a magnanimity of purpose, to which the ci- 
tizens of no new state have since attained. Some 
old states have accomplished for themselves, the 
objects of the Kentucky emancipators; but itha9 
been done in latitudes only where cotton could 
not be grown, and where the value of slaves was, 
on that account, comparatively small. The in- 
crease of a 9lave holding spirit appears, not only 
from these facts, but also from the manner in which 
the ordinance of 1787 is treated, both in congress 
and out of it. That ordinance was passed by the 
unanimous vote of all the states. I have the autho- 
rity of aa honorable representative from Virginia, 
when I say, that its sixth article which prohibits 
slavery, was proposed by a delegate of that state. 
Its enactment was then considered by all the states, 
as well slave-holding as non-slave-holding, not only 
within the legitimate powers of congress, but es 
pecially recommended by considerations of public 
policy. Is this sentiment still maintained? No, sir,- 
it is not, public journals, conducted under the pa- 
tronage ofhigh authority, denounce it; distinguish- 
ed statesmen in both houses of congress, proclaim 
it an instance of rank usurpation; and a legislative 
assembly of one state, at least, have threatened re- 
sistance if congress shall apply the same principle 
to Missouri. It is not to any purpose to declaim 
against these proceedings; 1 mention them' only in 
proof of my proposition, that a slave-holding spirit 
is gaining ground in the union. 

But, however necessary the adoption of the 
amendment may be to promote the welfare of the 
territory; however calculated to better the condi- 
tion of mechanics and laborers; however essential 
to the preservation of existing state rights; and 
however much demanded to check the pervading 
influence of slave-holding principles, it ought not 
to be supported, unless in pursuance of some pow- 
er clearly delegated to congress. In my judgment, 
the power may be derived from those grants in the 
constitution which authorise congress "to dispose 
of, and make all needful rules and regulations re- 
specting the territory of the United States;” «to 
admit new states into the union;” and to make all 
laws necessary and proper to carry that power into 
effect; and also, from the right of sovereignty over 
the territory, acquired by the treaty with France, 
of April 30, 1803. 

In regard to the first proposition, we observe, 
that much confusion and error has arisen, from re- 
presenting Missouri as now entitled to the rights 
and prerogatives of a state. Nothing can be more 
deceptive than arguments founded on that hypo- 
thesis. Until it snail have formed a constitution, 
and that constitution shall have been sanctioned 
by congress, and an act of admission passed, it re- 
mains a territory. It is entitled to no federal pow- 


er. This bill proposes, on the conditions therein 
contained, to grant to the people of a territory 
permission to do certain acts which they now are 
unable to perform. The power exercised in fixing 
these conditions is, that of making rules and regu- 
lations respecting the territory — it is legislation 
for the territory. Several sections of the original 
bill, as reported by the delegate from Missouri, 
propose an exercise on the part of congress, of a 
sovereignty quite as extensive as that claimed by 
the amendment. The bill denies to the people of 
the territory the privilege of determining the ex- 
tent or boundaries of the proposed state. It estab- 
lishes boundaries widely differing from those pe- 
titioned for by the legislature of the territory. It 
refuses to them an extensive tract of land which 
they ask to have incorporated into their limits, and 
gives them a tract which they do not want; and the 
privilege of admission into the union is granted 
only on this condition, among others, that the terri- 
tory shall ratify the boundaries in the bill. 

Neither the qualifications of electors to vote for 
the convention to form the constitution, nor the 
number of its members, in the appointment of them 
among the several counties, nor the time of hold- 
ing the election, nor of the meetingof the conven- 
tion, are confided to the determination of the ter- 
ritory. Are not some of these regulations very im- 
portant, calculated to have great influence on the 
character of the constitution to be formed? But all 
admit the right of congress to establish them. Cer- 
tain conditions are also prescribed without assent- 
ing to which the territory cannot be admitted &9 a’ 
state, and by assentingto which she will be depriv- 
ed of powers enjoyed byjpther states. Among, 
these are the following: "No tax shall be imposed 
on lands the property of the United States, and in 
nox:ase shall non-resident proprietors be taxed 
higher than residents.” The right to prescribe 
these conditions, is not denied. 

But, by what provision of the constitution is that 
right conferred which does not equally apply to 
the amendment in question? The plain truth is, that 
a law authorising the people of a territory to form 
a constitution and state govern ment,partakes of the 
nature of propositions to form with them a treaty 
or compact. The citizens of Missouri have certain 
rights, of which congress cannot deprive them. 
The following are examples: a right of protection 
in the free enjoyment of their liberty, property, 
and religion; a right of trial by jury; of the writ of 
habeas corpus; of freedom of speech and a free 
press; of petitioning government for a redress of 
grievances; of keeping and bearing arms; of securi- 
ty in their persons, houses, papers and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures; and 
many more that might be mentioned. Possessing 
these rights of which we cannot deprive them, they 
petition for a grant of others. In deciding on their 
application, we are bound to consider the subject 
in relation to the general welfare, embracing that 
of the particular territory. We grant the applica- 
tion upon specified conditions, not inconsistent 
with the principles of the constitution. The peo- 
ple of the territory examine these conditions and 
decide thereon; if approved, they ratify the treaty, 
and succeed to its advantages; if rejected, they 
continue in the enjoyment of all the rights previ- 
ously possessed. We claim no authority to form a 
state government for Missouri, to compel her to ac- 
cept it, and come into the union, but we do claim 
the right which has ever been exercised, of mak- 
ing her admission depend upon just and reasonable 
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conditions, in the acceptance or rejection of which 
she acts with entire freedom. 

Congress may admit new states into the union. 
Congress also may declare war, and may borrow 
money. — These acts are alike to be performed 
when required by the general welfare, t he con- 
stitution imposes upon congress no obligation to 
admit new states. It permits none to demand ad- 
mission. It authorises no member of the confede- 
racy to require such admission. The president and 
senate cannot, by treaty admit a state into the uni- 
on; nor can they impose on congress an obligation 
to do it. The admission of Louisiana, which was 
part of the same territory with Missouri, was not 
claimed as a matter of right: it was solicited as a 
favor. The propriety of imposing conditions was 
not questioned. It was then thought reasonable 
and constitutional too, that a political as well as 
every other society, should prescribe the time, 
manner and conditions of obtaining the privilege 
of membership. That the power of admitting new 
states and making the laws necessary and proper 
therefor give the right for which we contend, ac- 
cording to the plain and natural interpretation of 
language, appears to me too evident to need fur- 
ther illustration. 

By the ’treaty with France, congress acquired 
••an incontestible title lo the domain and possession 
of the ceded territory in full sovereignty with all 
its rights and appurtenances.” The only limita- 
tion on the exercise of this sovereignty, must be 
found in the constitution. The sovereignty is ge- 
neral, but must be exerted in a manner consistent 
with the principles of our national government. It 
'therefore becomes important to ascertain what 
these principles are, in relation to the amendment 
on yourtable. In other words, is the power of hold- 
ing slaves a federal right? In discussing this ques- 
tion. we ought carefully to distinguish between the 
principles of the United States* government, and 
those of particular states. The doctrines of New 
Hampshire and of Georgia in regard to slavery, are 
diametrically opposite, and cannot both be the 
doctrines of the United States. The federal go- 
vernment is as distinct from each of these, as they 
are from each other. All these rightfully exercise 
a limited sovereignty in their proper spheres. We 
further premise, that, in a confederacy like ours, 
the principles of a dominant state naturally acquire 
a currency and an artificial value from their con- 
nection with honor and power. It is evident 
enough, that the United States* government does 
not belong to Virginia, any more than to Ohio. It ne- 
vertheless may be quite Virginian, Indeed we were 
told but a few days since, that we are indebted for 
the territory in question to the wisdom and to the 
cash ofVirginia. [Mr. Randolph rose and said, that 
if the gentleman IVom New York quoted him, he 
hoped he would not misquote him. He had used 
neither the word wisdom nor cash.] Mr. l aylor re- 
plied, that words were only useful as a means of 
communicating ideas. The gentlman from Virgi- 
nia may have used sagacity instead of wisdom, and 
treasure, wealth or money instead of cash. The 
gentleman from Virginia shakes his head. I cannot 
have mistaken the sentiment. His expressions as 
usual, were very clear and distinct. But it is not 
material. The political sagacity of Virginia is un- 
impeached. She has manifested it in many respects, 
and in none more than in the ability she displays 
on this floor. She selects for congress her ablest 
sons. She reposes in them a liberal confidence. 

^While faithful to her interests, she continues them 

Vjher employment, thereby enabling them to ho- 


nor the nation and serve their state. She instructs 
them not to waste their strength at home, in petty 
warfare, in scuffles for office, and in the gratifica- 
tion of private resentments. She points to the 
prize of high ambition, and bids them secure it. 
They obey her mandate. If they stumble, she up- 
holds them. If they fall, she raises them. If they 
wander, she reclaims them. She publishes their 
virtues, and covers their errors with a mantle of 
charity. How unlike Virginia in all these respects, 
to some of her sisters! She has set before them an 
example, which failing to imitate, their complaints 
of her influence will remain unavailing. And, is 
there less danger that the principles of Virginia, in 
regard to slavery, will acquire popularity, and ul- 
timately pass for those of the nation, because she 
is wise in her policy ,and maintains her consequence 
in • very department of your government? But let us 
examine what are the principles on which the Unit- 
ed States* government is founded. Do they justify 
slavery? 1 answer, they do not. Congress, within 
its sovereignty, has constantly endeavored to pre- 
vent the extension of slavery, and has maintained 
the doctrine “that all men are born equally free.’* 
But has disclaimed, and continues to disclaim, any 
right to enforce this doctrine upon state sovereign- 
ties. 

The first truth declared by this nation, at the era 
ef its independence, was, “that all men are created 
equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights; that among these are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.** 

Are we willingto pronounce this declaration, for 
the support of which the fathers of our revolution 
pledged their lives and fortunes, a flagrant false- 
hood^ Was this declaration a solemn mockery? Did 
such men as Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, Sherman, 
and Livingston, proclaim to the world, us self-evi- 
dent truth, doctrines they did not believe? Did they 
lay the foundation of this infant republic in fraud 
and hypocrisy? ! he supposition is incredible. 
These men composed the committee which report- 
ed the declaration of independence* Four of them 
were delegates from Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut, and New York. They expressed the 
opinions of the states they represented. The sen- 
timents of their chairman on this interesting sub- 
ject are not contained in the declaration alone. If 
further evidences be required as to his opinions, it 
is abundantly furnished in his notes on Virginia. 
His denunciation of slavery is there expressed in 
language too distinct to be misunderstood. Its in- 
justice is portrayed in glowing colors, and its evils 
described with irresistable eloquence. While books 
are read, or truth revered, his sentiments on tins 
subject will ensure to their author unfading honor. 

In 1784, Virginia ceded to the United States her 
right and title to the northwest territory, on con- 
dition “that the states there to be formed, should 
be admitted members of the federal union, having 
the same rights of sovereignty, freedom and inde- 
pendence, as the other states.** In July, 1787, an 
ordinance was passed for the government of the 
territory, by the unanimous vote of all the states, 
of which the following is an extract: “ And for ex- 
tending the fundamental principles of civil and re- 
ligious liberty, which form the basis whereon these 
republics, their laws and constitutions, are erected; 
to fix and establish those principles as the basis of 
all laws, constitutions and governments, which for- 
ever hereafter shall be formed in the said territory; 
to provide also, for the establishment of states and 
permanent government therein, and for their ad- 
mission to a share in the federal councils, on an 
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equal footing with the original states, at as early by constraint. It applies to all subjects capable of 
periods as may be consistent with the general inte- locomotion. Slaves may be said to migrate or move 
rest: It is hereby ordained and declared by the au- with their masters, as well as soldiers with their of- 
thority aforesaid. That the following articles shall beers. The word migration was not intended to ap- 
be considered as articles of compact between the ply to citizens, i because the constitution declares, 
original states and the people and states in the said that “the citizens of each state shall be entitled to 
territory, and forever remain unalterable, unless by all privileges and immunities of citizens in the se- 
cummon consent, to wit.” veral states.” It therefore must have related to a 

“Article 6. There shall be neither slavery nor in- class of population who were not citizens. A more 
voluntary servitude in the said territory, otherwise particular designation cannot be necessary. The 
than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the par- power of congress to prohibit the moving of “such 
ty shall have been duly convicted: Provided al- peisons^ into territories and into states which did 
ways, that any person escaping into the same, from not think proper to admit them, has never been de- 
whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any nied, and, in fact, was rightfully exercised before 
one of the original states, such fugitive may be law- the year 1808. Some of the instances shall be 
fully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claim- pointed out before 1 sit down, 
ing bis or her labor or service as aforesaid.” The constitutional provision which requires that 

This ordinance was passed for the government, persons held to service or labor in one state, and 
not of a part, but of every foot of the territories of escaping into another, shall be delivered up, gives 
the United States; not extorted by compromise, and no sanction to slavery. That provision would have 
considered a hard bargain, but expressive of the been proper to protect the rights of masters over 
Spirit of freedom which then prevailed. It is an their apprentices and bound servants, even if sla* 
imperishable monument of glory and renown to its very did not exist. The constitution was formed, 
framers. They sacrificed prejudice on the altar of among other objects, for the purpose of “ensuring 
their country. Avarice found no place in their bo- domestic tranquility.” No power to interfere with 
s >ms. Disinterested aiid magnanimous were their the laws of an existing state, on the subject ofslave- 
acts,and the blessings or posterity will embalm their ry, having been granted to congress, all interfer- 
memories. Their names will be engraved on columns ence is denied to other states, 
of marble, and preserved in the legislative hall of In 1789, the first congress met under the consti- 
every state north-west of the Ohio. No American tution, and passed a law recogniziugthe ordinance 
statesman was then found hardy enough to main- of 1787. 

tain the anti-republican doctrine, that man cannot In 1790, North Carolina ceded to the United 
be free without possessing a power to enslave his States that part of her territory which now compo- 
fellow man. ses the state of Tennessee. Knowing the princi- 

This ordinance is important also in another re- pies of the United States* government to be hostile 
spect. It shows that, in 1787, Virginia did not con- to slavery, she made the grant upon express con- 
sider that the states to which its 6th article should dilion, “that no regulation made or to be made by 
be applied would be deprived of “the same rights congress should tend to emancipate slaves.'* Does 
of sovereignty, freedom and independence, as the not this condition most clearly show, not only what 
other states.” The amendment on your table is North Carolina thought in regard to the power of 
copied from that article, and a proviso added to congress in this particular, but also of the manner 
prevent its application to persons now held to ser- in which that power would probably be exercised 
vice in the territory. The date also ofthis ordi* unless restrained by positive stipulation? It would 
nance is worthy of remark. It was passed in July, even seem to have been considered, by the words 
The convention which formed the federal consti- of the condition, that its introduction was necessary 
tution was then in session. The members had the to prevent the then existing laws of the union at- 
©rdinance before them. They saw the rules and tacliing to the ceded territory, and liberating the 
regulations which congress had established for the slaves therein. 

government of all the territory of the United In 1794, fourteen years before congress had pow- 
States. Judging thereby, they could not have er to prohibit the importation of foreign slaves into 
thought it necessary to guard against the extension such states of the union as chose to admjt them, an 
of slavery by a constitutional prohibition. They, act was passed to prohibit carrying on the slave 
therefore, two months after the passage of the or- trade to any foreign place or country. By this act 
dinance, confide to congress an unlimited power of it was declared, “that no citizen or citizens of the 
making “all needful rules and regulations respect- United States, or foreigner, or any other person 
ing the territory of the United States.” coming into or residing within the same, shall, for 

The ordinance also illustrates the import olj, the himself nr any other person whomsoever, either as 
following clause in the constitution: “The migra- master, factor, or owner, build, fit, equip, load or 
lion or importation of such persons as any of the otherwise prepare, any ship or vessel within any 
states now existing shall think proper to admit shall port or place of the United States; nor shall cause 
not be prohibited by the congress prior to the* any ship or vessel to sail from any port or place 
year 1808; but a tax or duty may be imposed on within the same, for the purpose of carrying on 
Such importation, not exceeding ten dollars for any trade or traffic in slaves to any foreign country, 
each person.” This provision has given great or for the purpose of procuring from any foreign 
trouble to the opponents of restriction on slave- kingdom, place or country, the inhabitants of such 
ry. The extraordinary constructions to which they kingdom, place, or country, to be transported to 
have resorted furnish of this fact conclusive evi- any foreign country, port or place whatever, to be 
dence. That migration and importation do not sold or disposed of as slaves.** This act was en- 
xnean the same thing is evident, because a tax may forced by very severe penalties. Under its opera- 
be imposed on the latter, but not on the former tion the extraordinary spectacle was exhibited of 
Importation implies the bringing into this country the United States' government inflicting exempla- 
froro abroad, either by land or by water; migration, ry punishment on its citizens for transporting 
the moving within it, from one state or territory to slaves from Africa to Cuba; but allowing, as lawful 
another. This moving may be either voluntary or commerce, their transportation from Africa to 
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South Carolina. Congress had power to prohibit 
the former, and it was exercised. No power exist- 
ed to prohibit the latter, because the states reserv- 
ed to themselves this branch of sovereignty until 
1808. We saw and deplored the evil, but our hands 
were tied. It was not suffered to exist a single day 
after the power of preventing it accrued. Con- 
gress enforced the principles of this government, 
and manifested its devotion to the rights of man, 
by passing the act of 1794. If slavery be eanction- 
ee by these principles, why was that act passed? It 
proscribed a profitable commerce; it dried up one 
source of national wealth; and was unfriendly to 
the navigating interest. By that commerce no 
new slaves were introduced into the states; they 
were carried la foreign countries, where their im- 
ortation was sanctioned by law, and thereby the 
alance of trade was rendered mdre favorable to 
the United States. Worldly wisdom urged much 
in its favor; yet, such was our condemnation of 
this accursed traffic — so hostile to our national 
principles was it considered to make merchandize 
of men, that the law was passed with very great 
unanimity. 

In 1798 the Mississippi territory was claimed by 
the United States, as well as by Georgia. If it be- 
longed to the latter, the power of congress could 
not be exerted against the importation of slavea. 
until after the expiration of ten years; but, such 
was the solicitude of this government to prevent 
the extension of slavery, that an act was then pag- 
ed, declaring “that any slave imported into the ter- 
ritory, from without the limits of the United States, 
should thereupon be entitled to, and receive his or 
her freedom.” 

In 1802 congress further enforced the law against 
the slave trade, by severe penalties, and recognis- 
ed the prohibitory acts of part'?cular states. 

In 1803 Georgia ceded to the United States the 
Mississippi territoiy, and, to prevent the applica 
tion to it of the United States* principles in regard 
to slavery, the articles of agreement and cession, 
which provided that the ceded territory should 
form a state, and be admitted into the union on the 
conditions of the ordinance of 1787, expressly ex- 
cepted that article which forbids slavery. 

In 1803 Louisiana, including the territory of Mis- 
SQuri, was purchased from France. The third is 
the only article of the treaty relating to the sub- 
ject before us. It consists of three parts; first, 
“The inhabitanta.ofthe ceded territory shall be in- 
corporated into the union of the United States.** — 
This provision was to be executed immediately. — 
It extended to all the inhabitants, wherever resi- 
dent, and depended on no contingency. Without 
it they might have continued aliens, and have been 
treated like the inhabitants of a conquered pro- 
vince. The obligation imposed by this clause, was 
discharged by congress, in passing the act of 1804, 
erecting Louisiana into two territories, and provid- 
ing for the temporary government thereof. By 
this act they were incorporated into the union, and 
the laws of the United States were extended to 
them: they became part of the American family, 
subject to its rules and regulations, and bound to 
obey its authority. Their allegiance was transfer- 
red from France to the United States; they were 
obliged to support our constitution and obey our 
laws; they necessarily acquired some new privi- 
leges, and lost some formerly enjoyed: for exam- 
ple, they lost the privilege of employing ships in 
the slave trade— of buying foreign slaves— of pu- 
nishing heresy, and, in short, of being governed by 
tlie colonial laws of France; and they acquired the 


privilege of being governed by the American con- 
gress, on principles 'of freedom, t hese conse- 
quences necessarily followed their incorporation , 
into the union. 

The second clause is contingent, and required 
that the inhabitants “shall be admitted, as soon as 
possible, according to the principles of the federal 
constitution, to the enjoyment of all the rights, ad- 
vantages, and immunities of the citizens of the 
United States.” The subject matter of this clause 
is inhabitants , not territory. In all the cessions of 
territory previously acquired by congress, a provi- 
sion had been inserted in the compacts, “that the 
territory should be formed into a state or states.” 
These compacts had been made by congress, which 
had power to admit new states into the union. But 
this treaty was made by the president and senate/ 
who had no such power. It was doubted by many 
whether, according to the principles of the federal 
constitution, new states could be erected in this ter- 
ritory: and it was uncertain whether the existing 
states would so amend the constitution as to confer 
the power. But if- congress had the power, it was 
uncertain whether, and on what conditions, they 
would think proper to exercise it; and, until the ge- 
neral welfare of the U. States should, in the opinion 
of congress, require its exercise, it was not possible" 
for them to be admitted. Moreover, the rights ad- 
vantages and immunities to the enjoyment of which 
they are to be admitted, are those of citizens of the* 
U. States. The power of holding slaves is no right* 
advantage, or immunity, arising from the United 
States* citizenship. Whatever those rights are, 
they must be uniform; that is United States* citizen- 
ship confers the same rights in New Hampshire as 
in Kentucky. If in Kentucky rt gives the power of 
holding slaves by virtue of it a citizen of the United 
States may hold slaves in New-Hampshire. The 
error is in confounding the rights of the U. States' 
citizenship with those arising under the laws of 
Kentucky. By the latter an authority to hold slaves 
exists; by the former it does not. The rights of 
United States* citizenship are founded on the con- 
stitution; they are paramount to, and cannot be’ 
taken away or affected by state laws. But the 
right of holding slaves may be taken away by state 
laws; therefore it is not a right of the United States' 
citizenship, and consequently was not guaranteed 
to the inhabitants of this territory by treaty. 

The inhabitants had no right to calculate on a 
power oi’ holding slaves. Neither the principles of 
the constitution, nor the practice of the government, 
justified that expectation. Congress nad allowed 
slavery to exist in no territory where its allowance 
had not been made by the state ceding it, an ex- 
press condition of the cession. These inhabitant^ 
could not reasonably expect greater rights than 
were enjoyed by those of the original territory of 
the United States. They were authorised to expect 
the privilege of self-government, in the same man- 
ner as it had been granted to them; but, like them, 
they were subject to the determination of congress 
as to time, manner, boundaries, and every other 
condition. The third clause of the article provides, 
“that the inhabitants, in the mean time, shall be 
maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of 
their liberty, property, and the religion which they 
profess.” Without stopping to enquire into the gene- 
ralsignification ofthe word property , I take it for gran- 
ted that it docs not include the future generations 
of men who may be bom in the territory, and the con- 
dition of those now held to service will not be change 
ed by agreeing to the amendment. With this single 
remark I proceed to observe that the free enjoyment 
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of property cannot mean an absolute right to use it 
without control nor, that the control snail be exer- 
cised in the same manner and degree that it had 
been under the former government. If this were 
its meaning, and the treaty considered in the nature 
of a charter of rights to the inhabitants, that may 
at this time rightfully carry on the slave trade, and 
do many other acts prohibited by law. But the 
right granted freely to enjoy their liberty, proper- 
ty, ana religion, only requires that they shall be 
protected by the constitution and laws of the United 
States, in the same manner as the liberty, proper- 
ty, and religion of other citizens, similarly situated, 
are protected. It is a protection according to the 
principles of this, and not of a foreign government. 

The act of 1804* to which 1 have already advert- 
ed, strongly illustrates the solicitude of congress to 
prohibit the extension of slavery, even in the Or- 
leans territory. It forbade the introduction, first, 
of sill foreign slaves; secondly, of all s T aves brought 
into the Uuited tates after May 1, 1798, or there- 
after to be imported; thirdly, of all other slaves, 
except by citizens of the United States, removing 
into the territoiy for actual settlement, and bona 
fide owning such slaves All slaves brought into 
the territory of Orleans, contrary to these provi- 
sions, w ere entitled to freedom, and penalties were 
imposed on the importers. Congress could not en- 
dure the. idea that even New Orleans should be- 
come a market for the sale of human flesh. 

The residue of Louisiana was placed under the 
government of the governor and judges of Indiana 
where slavery was forever prohibited by the ordi- 
nance of 1787. It was believed that these officers 
would apply to Missouri the same principles of go- 
vernment on which they were bound to administer | 
that of Indiana. Unhappily for Missouri, these j 
gentlemen entertained different views, and suffer- 
ed the evil to increase, without an effort to retard 
it. I he subsequent acts, in regard to this territory, 
are of so recent a date, that it is unnecessary to de- 
tail their provisions. 

The contests of party at home, and the great na- 
tional questions in which we were soon involved 
with foreign governments, drew the attention of 
congress from this particular subject. It is now 
brought forward at a time when political animosi- 
ties have in a. good degree subsided, and every cir- 
cumstance is favorable to its just decision. 

The states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, were 
Admitted into the union in 1802, 1816, and 1818, 
and the restriction: against slavery was applied, 
without opposition, to all of them. They formed 
their constitutions accordingly, and are now reap- 
ing the rich reward of civil as w ell as political free- 
dom. 

The slave trade was abolished by act of 18 j 7, to 
take effect on the first day of January, 1808, be- 
ing the earliest day on which congress could exer- 
cise, that power. 

In this manner congress has respected the rights 
of man, and has endeavored, in pursuance of the 
principles of the United States* government, to limit 
the extension of slavery as much as possible. 

Many important considerations relating to the 
general welfare, are intimately connected with this 
subject. To a few of these I shall briefly advert. 
The defence of our country emphatically rests on 
its militia force. A slave population contributes 
nothing to this force, and occupies the place, which 
otherwise would be filled by a brave and hardy 
yeomanry. In detailing militia from the several 
states.for the public service, the quota of each is 
ascertained, not by its political power or represen- 


tation in congress, but by its militia returns. War 
may be made by the representatives of a minority 
of those who are obliged to risk their lives in its 
support. Thi9 is a departure from that principle 
of the constitution which establishes a proportion 
between political power and contribution to public 
burdens, a departure which, in operation, has been 
found very unequal, but of which we do not com- 
plain in relation to existing states. It is one con- 
dition of the compact between us, and we are will- 
ing to fulfil it; but we are not willing to aggravate 
tlie inequality. 

By the extension of slavery the contribution of 
money as well as of men, is rendered more unfa- 
vorable to the non-slave holding states. If our reve- 
nues were raised by direct taxation, the inequality 
would not be very great. But, of the millions which 
have passed through the United States* treasury, 
how small a portion has been derived from that 
source! Nearly the whole amount has been levied 
by duties on importation. We have paid it in the 
price of our coffee, tea, sugar, and almost every 
other article of foreign merchandize. These articles 
are extensively used; awl many of them considered 
necessaries of life by all classes of citizens in the 
non -slave-holding states, while there consumption is 
very limited among slaves. We have no reason to 
believe that the present revenue system will soon 
be superseded by that of direct taxation; and, while 
it continues, our contribution to the public treasu- 
ry will ever remain greatly disproportionate to our 
political power in the federal government. 

I have no desire to magnify the danger of insur- 
rection in the slave-holding states. I hope it no 
where exists, or, at most, in a very limited degree. 
Information derived from honorable members of 
this committee, confirm my belief that such is gene- 
rally the case. 1 have listened with pleasure to the 
recital of examples of the unconquerable attach- 
ment, fidelity, and devotion of slaves to their mas- 
ters. Some of these instances have evinced a mag- 
nanimity which would have done honor to the best 
days of chivalric heroism. They are alike honora- 
ble to master and slave. But these examples are 
<>f rare occurrence. That some danger exists is not 
denied. It is admitted by all. Whatever it may 
be, I am unwilling to entail it upon the inhabitants of 
the west, and with it the obligation of protecting 
them against “domestic violence.** 

The strength of this nation chiefly consists in its 
moral power. The foundation of this is laid in the 
intelligence and virtue of the people. A wise ad- 
ministration will always, and especially in perilous 
times, receive the support of such a people. As 
difficulties thicken, and dangers threaten, they win 
not put forth their strength. Being capable of un- 
derstanding the necessity^ great sacrifices, they 
w ill make them with cheerfulness, and will march 
to victory. But this moral power of a nation does 
not consist solely, nor chiefly in the distinguished 
science of her favored sons — the rich and noble 
few — but in the information and integrity of her 
yeomanry, her farmers, mechanics, and laborers 
These, in a government like ours, possess as well 
the moral power as the bone and sinew of the coun- 
try. If a large portion of these be slaves, that pow- 
er is not only impaired, but physical debility occu- 
pies its place. 

The peculiar situation of this territory requires 
it to become a strong frontier. Lying in the vicini- 
ty of numerous and powerful tribes of Indians, ap- 
proaching the neighborhood of a country, which 
soon may become a rich and jealous rival, we ought 
not to weaken it with a slave population.. 
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The representation in congress allowed for slaves 
as I have before said, was matter of compromise. 
The extent of this concession was supposed to be 
seen and clearly understood. It was believed, that 
it could not be carried beyond the then existing 
states, and possibly, to the territory in dispute be- 
tween the United States and Georgia. It did not 
apply to foreign territory. If you can claim it as 
incident to the power of admitting new states, you 
may stretch the principle to I know not what length. 
The words of the constitution may not be violated, 
but its spirit will be disregarded. No express pow- 
er is granted to congress to acquire territory. If it 
exists at all it is by implication. Thus, on the im- 
plied power to acquire territory by treaty, you ra'rse 
an implied right to erect it into states, and imply a 
compromise by which slavery is to be established, 
and its slaves represented in congress. Is this just? 
Is it fair? Where will it end? Must we allow re- 
presentation not only to French and Spanish slaves 
Dought with the territory in question, but to Afri- 
can slaves smuggled into it in violation of law? But 
our lust of acquiring is not yet satiated. You must 
ave the Floridas. Your ambition rises. You co- 
vet Cuba and obtain it. You' stretch your arms to 
the other islands in the Gulf of Mexico, and they 
become yours Are the millions of slaves inhabit- 
ing these countries, too, to be incorporated into the 
union, and represented in congress? Are the free- 
men of the old state* to become the slaves of the 
representatives of foreign slaves? The majority 
may be in your hands. You may have the power to 
pass such laws, but beware how you use it. Re- 
member by whom, and for whom, this government 
was established. “We, the people of the United 
States,” made it to secure our liberty, and pro- 
mote our welfare. True, sir, it is not every viola- 
tion of the constitution that will justify extreme 
^measures. Our union may be compared to a com- 
mercial partnership. Some omissions of duty and 
acts of unkindness may be forgiven; many errors of 
judgment may be overlooked and forgotten; but, if 
there be a transgression which in iis very nature is 
beyond forgiveness, and requires resistance, it con- 
sists in admitting into the concern new and unex- 
pected partners, in such manner as to change the 
principles of the partnership itself and destroy the 
rights of the original owners. 

We are bound by oath to support the constitution 
of the United States. The duty imposed is to up- 
hold, not to impair and weaken it. Our obligation 
is as solemn to maintain the powers confided to this 
government as to forbear the exercise of those 
which belong to others. The amendment on your 
table opposes no state right. Gentlemen require 
us to admit that Missouri is a state, and then demon- 
strate quite clearly that we ought not to interfere 
with her municipal regulations. That Missouri, at 
some period, will become a state in this union f 
have no doubt; but that she will ever be admitted 
by an American congress without recognizing “the 
fundamental principles of civil and religious liber- 
ty,” I cannot believe. Possessing, as we do, both 
a moral and constitutional right to require of Mis- 
souri a provision against slavery, as a condition of 
her admission — ifwe fail to exert it, we shall justly 
incur the reproach of our cotemporaries, and the 
malediction of posterity. 


Ohio Canal. 

In compliance with a resolution of the house of 
representatives of Ohio, Gov. Brown has addressed 
to them a message, communicating his ideas and 


opinions on the practicability of connecting the wa- 
ters of lake Erie and Ohio river by a canal. The 
length of the message compels us to dispense with 
its publication entire in our paper, at present. We 
therefore give the following abstract, as embracing 
some ot’the most prominent features of the message: 

The governor proposes three several sites, as 
practicable for the contemplated canal— The first 
through the northeastern part of the state, and 
part of Pennsylvania — rhe second, through the 
Miami country— The third, along the eastern bank 
of the Scioto river. Owing to the want of the re- 
quisite mathematical demonstrations, he is unable 
to give a decided preference to either route: But, 
keeping in view at the same time expediency, 
utility, and expense, we think he seems to favor the 
one last mentioned. He recontmeuds an accurate 
examination and survey of these routes, and an es- 
timate of their respective costs. He suggests that 
“a tramve r*e canal, fed from the waters of the great 
Miami, Scioto, and Licking, might probably be ex- 
tended from Greenville to Zanesville.” 

The governor is of opinion that three million* of 
dollar * will be a perfectly safe calculation for its ex- 
pense, should our canal be equally large and deep 
with that in New York. For the purpose of defray, 
ing this expense, he proposes purchasing from the 
United States (say) four millions of acres of the 
land in the north western part of this state, to which 
the Indian title has recently been extinguished, 
which he thinks maybe had at one dollar per acre: 
But this land not to be offered for sale, until the 
contemplated canal be completed; when the most 
moderate calculator will not rate the land at lesa 
than three dollars per acre. The money for com- 
pleting the canal, may, he thinks, be borrowed on a 
pledge of the land, or the faith of the stale, for se- 
ven years, at 7 per cent, per annum — but deems it 
unadvisable to borrow faster than the progress of 
the work may require. The sales of these lands, 
he calculates, will far more than defray all the ex- 
penses of the canal; which, when finished, will yield 
to our state treasury, annually, a very handsome in- 
come. 

Gov. Brown intimates that a second canal may 
be cut through the above tract of four millions, in 
a different direction from the first, which would 
nearly double the value of the whole tract, and af- 
ford additional millions for improvements of every 
kind of internal communication throughout the 
state. [Ofive Branch. 


THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL SOCIETY. 

The following statement exhibits the number of 
white and colored communications in the Methodist 
episcopal church in the United States, in 1819. It 
is taken from the last minutes, viz. 



White*. 

Colored. 

Total. 

Ohio conference. 

28,361 

773 

29,134 

Missouri do. 

4,580 

184 

4,764 

Tennessee do. 

18,987 

1,089 

20,676 

Mississippi do. 

1,959 

412 

2,371 

8’th Carolina do* 

21,059 

11,587 

32,646 

Virginia do. 

17,234 

24,828 

5,351 

9,261 

22,585 

Baltimore do. 

34,089 

Philadelphia do. 

24,635 

8,161 

32,796 

New-York do. 

21,1 83 

1,455 

22,638 

New-EngPnd do. 

15,149 

163 

15,312 

Genesee do. 

23,775 

138 

23,913 

Total, 

201,750 

39,174 

240,924 

Total in 1819, 

229,627 

Increase in 1819 



1,297 
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(£j»The bills for the admission of Maine and Mis- We shall overhaul these papers, and though they 
souri into the union, have been respectively sign- do not contain any newt, perhaps glean from them 
ed by the president of the United States, and be- some miscellaneous articles of interest, 
come laws. 1 he latter without restriction as to - — . 

slavery, but containing the provision to prevent its Spain. There is abundant confirmation of the ge^ 
further extension, ferever % north of 36£ deg. north neral amount of the late news of a revolt of the ar- 
latitude, except within that state. my in Spain, though more recent accounts from 

We shall proceed leisurely to record some of the that country have not been eceived. The effect of 
speeches, as originally proposed, on the Missouri these proceedings are yet to be known, 
question: but at present, and for a week or two to 

come, the major part of our pages will be monopo South Jimenca. We learn from Buenos Ayres, 
lized by Mr. Crawford's report on a national cur- the Monteneros, under Ramirez, Lopez and 
rencv— a matter, now, of more immediate interest. Carrera , and the Buenos Ayrean army, under the 
The proceedings of congress, however, in relation director Rondeau, were within a few leagues of 
to the former subject, are given at length, and con- eac b other, and a battle daily expected. The com- 
duded in this sheet. munication with Chili was cut off* Artigas* party ap- 

There are a great many articles on hand which P ear ^ to have been much strengthened of late, and 
we desire to publish, and not a few subjects that we the civil war in the provinces of Rio de la Plata 
ourselves are prepared to say something about seems very far from being at an end. Lord Cocli- 
assoon as the room for them can be had. rane had failed in two attacks on the Spanish fleet 

at Callao. We hear much of plots, conspiracies and 

(£j*A %'ery important bill has passed the senate arrests. The next arrival will probably give us 
of the United States. It changes the mode some interesting particulars. It is supposed that t ie 
of disposing of the public lands from credit to cash Spanish 74, SL Telmo, which sailed from Cadiz for 
sales— a measure which, we are very well satisfied, Peru, has been lost off Cape Horn, and the w hole 
will be highly advantageous to us in every respect, crew perished. 

Especially beneficially to the government as to the 1 ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■■ ■ : 


receipt of its dues, and profitable to the new TMio ftlavp rinpatinh 

states and territories, by preventing the excessive , . v A u ® oiavc VlJJ esuon 
speculations and severe drains of monev to which J* 118 “distracting question, as it was emphati- 
they now are liable. * cally ca ‘ ,ed b y a member of the senate of the IJ. 

States, and which has so long excited the hopes 

From England, by an arrival at New-York, Lon- » nd fe » re ® f , ev « ? P at " ot in the Union, has at last 
don papers, to the 18th of January, have been re- settled. Very few, perhaps, are entirely 

ceived. They contain nothing of much interest, and Phased with the manner of its adjustment; but 
in the extracts presented to us, not a word is said mo . 8t Pf rso 'J S S^^fied that it has been adjusted 

•bout reform or the reformers, except that sir Fran- smicably for, certainly, it was a matter of mure 
cis Burdett was to be tried upon the ex-officio infor- 8e . nou f importance than any other ever before sub- 
notion filed against him for his letter to the elec- to the consideration of congress, since the 

tors of Westminster, on the murders at Manchester. fo r m atlon of the constitution: presenting a conflict 
and that sir Charles Wolesbv major Cartwright, Mr. 148 t0 or jionestly presumed rights, 

Wooler, and others, were also to be tried for alleg- and affecting > us all geographically I was among 
ed illegal proceedings at Birmingham and Lancas- ^ rst » J Relieve, w ho espoused, and the only edi- 
^ er> tor that I know of who openly advocated, a com- 

. . , , promise, and recommended a recurrence to that 

_ The winter has been very severe the ice at 9 pi r *,t of conciliation which prevailed when our 
Woolwich was five feet thick— the mail coaches constitution was adopted. — not because, that I my- 
were interrupted by the depth of the 6now in Scot- self had any doubt as to the power of congress to 
land, which was from six to fifteen feet deep! T he , m p 03e the contemplated restriction on Missouri, 
provincial papers are said to be chiefly filled with b ut f or ^ rea9 on that, in this extreme case, l would 
accounts of the distresses of the poor. waive the full exertion of such power, rather than 

France is quiet— Soult has received his marshal' 3 jeopardize the harmony and perpetuity of the gys- 
baton of the king, and,Vandamme is permitted to re* tern of government under which we live, so happily 
turn. The bank has a great deal of money unenv fitted to secure the best interests of the American 
ployed, inconsequence of the Unfitted applications family. Not that 1 would make a bargain with ini- 
i'or discount. quity, (as some, on both sides, thought that a com- 

Ireland is much disturbed— and martial law pre- Promise must needs be)-but a choice of evils be- 
vails in several districts. i«g presented, it seemed wise to accept the least 

w ^ , of them, as congress finally agreed to do. Many 

. ^ rma ijy inju^ has been done by an g cnt i e men, and among them several warm personal 
inundation of the Rhine. The territory of Carls- f rit . nds> rome in tllvor of and aom . opp osed to ra . 

ruhe was almost whoUy under water. striction, disapproved of the course pursued in the 

The ninth book of the memoirs of Napoleon, Register; but I now flatter myself, that they will 
written by himself, have been published at Paris— very soon be generally pleased with the principle 
2000 copies were sold in one day, and on the next, of compromise — considering it as the only manner 
the remainder of the edition was seized by the po- in which the great question could have been peace - 
UtOG. ably settled. But let it nQt be understood from 

Vo*. XVIII. 3. 
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tlii*, that 1 either wish to draw geopraphical lines It is quite certain, and manifest to every man of 
through the republic, or am contented With that observation, that a principle opposed to slavery 
which necessity has drawn. It is not worth while, is making daily advances in the United States, 
however, to speak of these things now — the ob- Few, if any, are bold enough to advocate the prac- 
ject of all should be to restore to the people and tice as being right in itself, or dare to justify it, ex- 
their representatives, that good understanding and cept on the broad plea of necessity:— the blacks 
friendly communication which existed before the were imposed upon us without our consent, and the 
proposed restriction .was agitated. Neither of the management pr disposal of them is a matter of most 
great interests in the union can claim a victory over serious concern. Their numerical force is justly 
the other; and political power will soon rest where feared in several of the states, and a day of dreadful 
the effective population is located. conflict as looked to as a probable event. To keep 

i he votes on this question conclusively prove this off as long as possible, many efforts are mude 
that a large majont) m both houses, were of opinion to continue the blacks in abject ignorance, and 
that congress .adds a constitutional right to inhibit render them mere laboring machines, with never* 
slavery in theterrnories of tne United States, with- theless, a general amelioration of their condition ini 
out their original limits; though many, adverse to other respects; they are much better fed and cloth- 
tlie restriction on Missouri, may have thought it ed, and more kindly treated, than formerly, and I 
inexpedient to impose such restriction The ter- believe that nothing but an apprehension of their 
ritory north of 36 1 degrees north latitude, if “run- power prevents their emancipation as rapidly, as, I 
forbidden to be peopled with slaves, except believe, would be consistent with their good 
in the state of Missouri. I he right then, to inhibit or our own. It cannot be pretended that they are 
shivery in any of the territories, is clearly and com- fitted at once to be let loose on society; and the 
pletely acknowledged, and it is conditioned as to impediments in their march to respectability are 
some of them, that even when they become states, almost insuperable* or account of the prejudice a- 
slaverv shall be “forever** prohibited in them, gainst their color. This is the grand difference be- 
There’ is no hardship in thi^-the territories belong tween them and us; and, however they may ad- 
to the United States, and the government may vance to what we consider the point of perfection 
rightfully prescribe the terms on which it will dis- as to color, if still shut out from the rights of free* 
pose of the public lands. This great point was men they must remain asr negroes, and associate 
agreed to in the senate, 33 votes to U, and in the only with the blacks. A distinguished gentlemen 
house of representatives, by l34to 42, or really , by from one of the southern states, filling one of the 
139 to 37*—and we trust that it is determined “for- highest offices in the government of the U. States, 
ever,” in respect to the countries now subject to in a recent conversation with me, suggested the idea 
the legislation of the general government. It is and powerfully maintained it, that a grade of color 
true, the compromise is supported only by the let- should be fixed in all the slave holding states, at 
ter of a law, repealable by the authority which which a peraon should be declared free, and entit* 
enacted it; but the circumstances of the case give led to all the rights of a citizen, even if bom of a 
to this law a moral force equal to that of a positive slave. He said, and I believe justly, that this act 
provision of the constitution; and we do not hazard would separate all such persons from the negro 
any thing by saying, that the constitution exists in race, and present a very considerable check to the 
its observance. Both parties have sacrificed much progress of the black population, giving them at 
to conciliation we wish to see the compact kept the same time new interests and feelings. It sp- 

in good faith, and trust that a kind Providence will pears to me, that this would do more to relieve us 
open the way to relieve us of an evil which every of the evils of slavery than fifty colonization socie- 
good citizen deprecates as the supreme curse of ties. It would also have a powerful tendency to pre- 
fix country. In the acquisition of new territories serve order among the slaves themselves, so far as 
(say of Florida, the only new territory that we ever to prevent combinations to oommitactsof violence, 
wifcli to see added, taking the line as fixed by the The children of those thus emancipated, even if 
late treaty with Spain for our boundary west,) the the parents should not be wholly fitted for it, would 
question may be partially revived— but sufficient come into society with advantages nearly equal to 
for the day is the evil thereof:— And, with the ex- those of the poorer classes of white people, and 
ception of Florida, we trust that a sound discretion might work their way to independence as well, with- 
will check the desire of obtaining more land. Our out any counteracting detriment to the public good, 
territory is already large enough, and the dispersion that I am aware of. A just pride would be excK- 
of our population must be measurably restrained, ed, and lead them to maintain the elevated ground 
that the physical power of the nation may be pre- on which they stood, for the benefit of themselves 
served. and their posterity. 

A few general remarks on slavery in the United Butthe great check to the progress of theslave 
States, and on the humane as well as the political population in the United States, I apprehend is to 
principles involved in the late discussion, may not be found in the general condition of things- It is 
be inapplicable here. indubitable, that the demand for several of our great 

-- — staples chiefly derived from the labor of slaves, will 

* Of the forty -two gentlemen who voted against fail to produce anything like their former profits — 
the compromise in the house of representatives, I allude chiefly to cotton, tobacco and rice, and 
Messrs- Adams, Allen, Mass. Bulfum, Folger and after a while, sugar. It is a fact, that the cotton now 
Gross of N. Y. did so because they were in favor of raised in different parts of the world, is quite equal 
an entire restriction on all the country west of the to the wants of the world to consume, or its capa- 
Missisrippi, except in the state of Louisiana—and city to purchase. The whole cotton crop of the 
the 37 others united with the preceding, because United States is raised on less than a million of 
opposed to any restriction whatever. Of the 37— acres, according to Mr. Coxe*s memoir, and the 
1 was from Maryland, IS from Virginia, 6 from greatest amount exported, (85 millions lbs.) accord - 
North Carolina, *4 from South Carolina, 4 from hngto a writer in the National Intelligencer, at 
Georgia, 1 from Kentucky, 2 from Tennessee. 2301b. to the acre, on 531 square miles, or 339,840 
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acres + Admit that Mr. Coxe* whose estimation is 
much higher than the other, is correct, and it will 
appear that all our cotton is raised on about a two 
kundt'eth part of the cotton region of the United 
States, which probably, of itself, is sufficient to 
supply the world, if fully populated to raise the ar- 
ticle, though a very small part of the world which 
is capable of producing it. The teeming millions 
of the East Indies only, (to say nothing 01 other im- 
mense tracts of country in Asia and Europe, Mex- 
ico and South America) can produce enough to 
supply two worlds like this, and that they will 
furnish the majority of the quantity used in Europe 
cannot be doubted, because labor is much cheaper 
there than in the United States, even if of slaves, 
most scantily fed and badly provided for. 1 he 
valley of Seres , iii the province of ancient Macedo- 
nia, produces 70,000 bales, of 275lb. each, or near- 
ly 20 millions of pounds. This lieslin 41 degrees 
north. The culture is easy, and small children are 
nearly as useful in some parts of the business as 
adults; and they have employment but a short time 
in the year. 1 therefore conclude that the great 
profits heretofore made upon cotton in the United 
States, will never return: and think the time is 
not far distant when it will 6ell Tor 3 or 10 cents per 
lb. unless protected for home consumption. South 
America, emancipated, will knock down tobacco 
io a very low price — the progress of agriculture, in 
the raising ot corn, will supersede the use of our 
rice, and sugar, even now, if not protected by Che 
present enormous duty on the foreign product, 
would be a poor business in Louisiana. 

Except for the commodities mentioned, slave la^ 
bor is not desirable in the United States, because 
it is generally unprofitable. A comparison of Penn- 
sylvania with Virginia certainly shews us that it is 
the labor of freemen which enriches a country. A 
farmer in the former, with three or four hands 
lives better and more comfortably and saves more 
money, than another in* the latter with four times as 
many slaves. For the work done in the common 
business of agriculture, the labor of free persons is 
by far cheaper than that performed by slaves. 
There is an intelligence in its details which the slave 
is not entrusted with, or, if known to him, that he 
has no motive to exert. 

For these facts 1 conclude, that the demand for 
slave labor will be exceedingly checked in the 
United States, and, of course, the wish to have them 
or desire to bre£d them, be greatly diminished. And 
I believe the effect of these things will be, that 
Kentucky, Tennessee and Missouri, will, before ma- 
ny years, follow the lead of Pennsylvania, &c. and 
cease to be slaveholding states, as well as from 
rinciple as from interest. In Kentucky, as I am told 
y several gentlemen of high standing, there is so 
strong an opposition to slavery, that the chief slave 
holdersjhave long feared to call a convention to al- 
ter the constitution, though much desired, lest 
measures should be adopted that might lead to a 
gradual emancipation. Tennessee has not many 
slaves, and they are but little approved of in this 
state. If the culture of cotton fails, they will hard* 
ly be desired by any, as ordinary laborers. They 
cannot easily be profitable in Missouri, and the in- 
flux of a free populfction may soon forbid the 
further introduction of slaves, even if the con- 
stitution now to be formed stydl admit such intro- 
duction, which there is some reason to hope will 
not be the case. 

Much more might be said in favor of the opinions 


f See last vol. ol the Register, page 225. 


herein advanced— but the reasons of them will oc- 
cur to most persons who take the trouble to ex- 
amine the subject, and t think they will agree with 
me, tlut the slave population will not advance in the 
ratio that it has done. 


CONGRESS. 

IN THE SENATE. 

March 2. Other business being transacted, to be 
noticed in its progress, fee.— 

A message from the bouse of representatives an- 
nounced the passage of the Missouri bill, so long de- 
bated in that body and passed with a restriction as 
to slavery. 

The bill was, on motion of Mr. Barbour, immedi- 
ately taken up and read a first and second time; and 
at his instance also, was then forthwith taken up a* 
in committee of the whole. 

Mr. Barbour then moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the proviso requiring the new state to 
interdict slavery within its limits. The subject, he 
said, had been so fully discussed, and so often pas- 
sed upon, and the yeas and nays recorded on it, that 
he thought it unnecessary to say any thing on the 
subject: and he should forbear even the asking for 
the yeas and nays upon it. 

Mr. King, % of New York, said lie was perfectly 
ready fo concur in the sentiment expressed by the 
gentleman from Virginia. He had no idea of pro- 
ducing delay in bringing this matter to a conclu- 
sion, which only would be the effect of discussion; 
but was ready to concur in any course which would 
lead to its speedy termination. 

Mr. Horsey said, that, having been necessarily ab- 
sent when this question was before decided, he 
wished now to be indulged with an opportunity of 
recording his vote. 

The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered to 
be taken, and stood as follows: 

YEAS.— Mew*. Barbour, Brown, Eaton, EdwarAa. Elliot, 
GtHlard, Honey, Hunter, Johmon of Km. Johnson of Lou. King 
of Alab. Lamoan, Luak« Lloyd, Logan, Macou, Parrott, Pink- 
ney. Pleasants, Smith, Stokes, Thomas. Van Dyk», Walker of 
Alab. Walker of Geo. Williams of Miss. Williams of Ten.— S7 

NAYS.— Messrs. BnrriU, Dana, Dickerson, King of N. Y. Low* 
rie, MeNea, Morril, Noble, Otis, Roberts, Hunks, Sandford, 
Taylor* Trimble, Wilsom-U . 

Mr. Thomas then proposed to amend the bill by 
inserting therein a section declaring the inhibition 
of slavery in the territories of the United States north 
of 36 degrees 30 minutes north latitude (the same 
as was previously proposed by the senate to be ad- 
ded to the Maine bill.) 

This motion was agreed to, without debate. 

.The amendments were then reported from the 
committee of the whole, and the first of them was 
concurred in without a division. 

To the second (Mr. Thomas's) Mr. Trimble pro- 
posed an amendment, which was, to strike out the 
part thereof descriptive of the territory from which 
slavery is to be excluded, and in lieu thereof, to in- 
sert the following: 

« All that part of Louisiana west of the Mississip- 
pi, ceded by France to the United States, except 
the state of Louisiana, the territory included in the 
proposed state of Missouri and the Ark ansa w ter- 
ritory east of the 17th of 94th degree of longitude, 
agreeably to Mellisb’s map.” 

Mr. Trimble said he would not have offered this 
amendment, but with the hope that some agreement 
might taka place between the two houses, and in 
the belief that that amendment embraced princi- 
ples on which the two houses might unite on this 
subject. When we go into the territory which was 
uninhabited at the date of the Louisiana treaty, and 
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is yet uninhabited, very few, he believed, enter- 
tained scruples as to the constitutionality of the re- 
striction. For his part, he did not see on what prin- 
ciple the constitution could be brought to bear on 
the subject. He had offered this amendment with 
a view, should it succeed, to Vote for the bill in its 
present form. He had little doubt that it contained 
principles on which, were it agreed to, the bill 
would pass the other house; and he was under the 
impression that it would not succeed on the princi- 
ple of the amendment of the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, as it now stood. 

The question was then taken without debate, on 
Mr. Trimble’s motion to amend the amendment, as 
above stated, and decided as follows 

Y LAS.— Mcwrt. Burrill, liana, Dickmon, King of N. Y. Lt» 
nan, Mellon* Morrill, Otis, Buggies, Saofurd, Trimble, Wilton. 
— 12 . 

NAYS— Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Eaton, Edwarft, Elliot, Gail- j 
lard. Honey, Johnson of Kelt. Johnson of Lou. King of Alabama, 
Lcakt, LI iyd Logan, Lowri’ , Macon, Noble. Palmar, Parrott, 
Pinkney, Pleasants, Roberta, Smith, Stok-s Taylor, Thomas, Van j 
Dyk., 'Walker oi' Alal». Walker of Geo. Williams of Mbs. Williams 
ot Tcu. — 30. 

Ylr. Vfiamas’ amendment was then concurred in, 
as agreed to in committee of the whole. 

And the amendments were then ordered to be 
engrossed, and with the bill to be read a third time: 
it was read a third time accordingly, passed, and 
sent to the house of representatives, requesting 
their concurrence in the amendments. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Trimble , 
for enquring into the expediency of abolishing the 
system of trading houses with the Indian tribes, was 
agreed to, nem. con. 

The senute then took up the bill for taking the 
fourth census of the people of the United States, 
and made some progress therein. 
f March 3. A message was received from the 
house of representatives, that the house had con- 
curred in the amendments of the senate to the bill 
for the admission of Missouri into the union. 

Mr. Thomas, from the committee of conference 
on the Maine bill, reported a recommendation of a 
verbal alteration, necessary to conform it to the 
existing state of things; which was agreed to, and 
the bouse of representatives informed accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. King, of N. Y. the memorial of 
major-general Andrew Jackson was taken up, and 
considerable debate took place; which ended, how- 
ever, iu those who had opposed the printing wav- 
ing their opposition to it. Those ^ho supported 
the motion for printing the same, were Messrs. 
King, of N. York, fVilson, MorrU, Lanman, Pinkney , 
Eaton and Smith,- and those who at first opposed it, 
but withdrew their opposition on explanation of 
some passages in it, ana on understanding that no 
further proceeding was proposed with regard to it, 
were Messrs. IVaUccr, of* Georgia, Dana and BurriU . 
The memorial was then ordered to be printed. 

An engrossed bill, for the relief of Walter Chan- 
ning, was passed by the senate — after which the se- 
nate went into the consideration of executive bu- 
siness, and then adjounied to Monday. 

March 6. — Nothing interesting transacted this 
day, except after making some amendments to the 
bill for taking the fourth census, which involved 
none of its important principles, it was ordered to 
a third reading. 

March 7. A considerable quantity of business 
e>f a preparatory nature, was transacted this day; 
aiming which, 

The report of the committee of claims unfavora- 
ble to the petition of sundry inhabitants of Michi- 
gan, praying indemnity for certain losses susjtain- 
lh the Luc wr, was taken up and agreed to. 


After making some amendments thereto# the 
senate ordered to a third reading, the bill making 
payment for horses, &c. lost in the Seminole 
war. 

March 8. The important bill for changing the 
mode of disposing of the public lands, from credit 
to cash sales, was discussed at large, and finally or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill to suspend for a further time the for- 
feiture of lands for non-payment, Lc. was also tak- 
en up, and ordered, pari passu with the former 
bill, to be engrossed for a third reading. 


HOUSE OF HEPaXSENTATIVES. 

Thursday , March 2. Mr. James tVoodson Bales 
the delegate from the territory of Arkansas, ap- 
peared this day and took his 9 eat. 

Mr. Pinckney, i rom the select committee appoint- 
ed on the subject, reported a bill to restore to all 
I the states which have, in cessions emitted to retain 
the same, the jurisdiction of the territory ceded to 
the United States, for forts, arsenals, dock-yards, 
and barracks, so far as respects the execution of 
their state laws for the prevention and punishment 
of crime*, and recovery of debts; which was twice 
read and committed. 

The bills to appoint a register and receiver of 
public monies, in Lawrence county, Arkansas, was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rhea , the committee on pen- 
sions and revolutionary claims were instructed to 
enquire into the expediency of reviving and con- 
tinuing in force the revolutionary "pension act of 
April 10, 1806, which was revived in 1812, and con- 
tinued six years. 

On motion of Mr. Bateman, it was 

Resolved , That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of re- 
quiring by law, the marshals of the several districts, 
in sell mg real estate by virtue of execution, to hold 
such sale ih the city or county in which such real es* 
tate shall be situate. 

On motion of Mr. Baldwin, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
required to communicate to this house, the state of 
the bank of the United States on the first day of 
March, J une, and December last. , 

A message was received from the president of 
the United States, stating that no progress had been 
made in surveying certain parts of the coast of 
North Carolina, in consequeuce of the board of en- 
gineers having been engaged last year on the east- 
ern coast — but that during the ensuing summer, 
such survey would be made, &c. 

Mr. Smith of Maryland, moved tbat the house 
should, by general consent, agree now to take up 
( out of its order) the navy appropriation bill. This 
motion being lost; 

Mr. S. moved to postpone the preceding orders 
of the day, for the purpose of taking up the said 
bill. This motion was agreed to; and 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Nelson, of Virginia, in the chair, 
on the appropriation bills. 

Mr. Randolph rose, and after objecting to this 
mode of getting at important bills, moved tbat the 
committee should immediately rise. Mr. Smith, of 
Md. said, that the due notice had been given, and 
that the public service wa9 suffering for the want 
of appropriations. Mr. Clay also wished the com- 
mittee to rise The bills before the committee 
were those on which the great question was to be 
decided, of how the deficit iu the treasury, whe- 
ther by taxes, loans, or otherwise, was to be sup- 
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plied. The house was not now in a moral condi 
tion for the consideration of such questions. He 
not only wished the Missouri bill to be first finally 
disposed of, but really he wanted a day’s rest for the 
body as well as the mind, after the settlement of 
this agitating and laborious subject, 
i And the committee rose and had leave to sit 
again. The house then went into a committee of 
the whole on the bills establishing U. States courts 
in Maine and Alabama, and made some progress 
therein. 

A message was received from the senate an 
nouncing that they had passed the Missouri bill, 
with an amendment, which amendment was, in sub 
stance to strike out the slavery restriction, and in< 
sert in lieu thereof, the clause (Mr. Thomas’s and 
Mr.|SfDrr*’ff original proposition) to exclude slavery 
from all the territory of the United States west of 
the Mississippi, north of 36* 30* north latitude, ex 
cept within the proposed state of Missouri 

On motion of Mr. Holmes, this message was laid 
on the table long enough to give him an opportu- 
nity to make a report from the committee of con- 
ference. 

The report of this committee was, three resolu- 
tions, recommending in substance — 1st to the se- 
nate to recede from its amendments to the Maine 
hilh 2ndly to the two houses to strike out of the Mis- 
souri bill the restriction upon the state; and 3dly to 
insert a restriction on all the territory north of 36 
degrees 30 minutes. 

A motion was made and carried to lay the report 
on the table. 

Mr. Beecher then moved to print the report. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Lovmdes, on the 
ground that it would imply a determination in the 
house to delay a decision of the subject to-day, 
which he had hoped the house wasfully prepared for. 

Some conversation passed on thismotion between 
Mr. Taylor and Mr. Lovmdes, on the propriety of 
proceeding to act in this house on the recommen- 
dation of the committee, before the senate had 
given the pledge required of them of first adopting 
the report by receding from the amendments to the 
Blaine bill, in which Mr. Tuylor opposed the pro 
ceeding, and Mr. Lovmdes was m favor of it; inas- 
much as it would be wrong to put in jeopardy a 
satisfactory settlement of this question, from an ad- 
herence to a mere point of etiquette and order: that 
the house could not fear that the senate would 
adopt the recommendation to recede from their 
amendments, as the committee of conference was 
unanimous in their report, with the exception of 
one member from this house, (Mr-’Toyfor], and be. 
cause further as the disposition of the senate to 
admit Maine, cannot be doubted, they would have 
no motive to adhere to their amendments if this 
houle should adopt the report, &c. 


A long debate took place on the question of j 
pointing, or rather on the question, whether this 
house should act on the 2d and 3d propositions of 
the committee of conference before the senate had 
acted on the 1st. Those against acting immediate- 
If, and in favor of the printing, were Messrs. Tayfor, 
JJvermore and Whitman. Those who opposed the 
printing were Messrs. Lovmdes, Holmes, Kinsey* 
Storrs , Randolph, Brown , Strother, Campbell, and 
Parker of Va. 

The debate had continued about three hours, 
when Mr. Beecher withdrew his motion. 

/The house* then resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the senate to the Missouri bill, 
p The question was divided so as first to be taken 
on striking out the restriction. 


Mr. lovmdes briefly supported the compromise 
and earnestly urged a decision of the question 
which would give tranquility to the country. Mr. 
Holmes followed to nearly the same effect. Mr 
Adams, of Mass, spoke in favor of the restriction * 
Messrs. Kinsey, Stevens and Mercer explained at 
large, why they should vote against the state re- 
striction and in favor of the territorial restriction. 
A call for the previous question being sustained— 
The main question was put on concurring with 
the senate in striking out of the bill the slavery re- 
striction on the state of Missouri, and decided in the 
affirmative, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

For concurring — Messrs. 

Abbot 
Alexander 
Allen, Tenn. 

Anderson 
Archer, Md. 

Archer, Va. 

Baldwin 
Barbour 
Bayly 
Bloomfield 
Brevard 
Brown 
Bryan 
Burton 
Burwell 
Butler, Lou. 

Cannon 
Cobb 
Cocke 
Crawford 
Crowell 
Culbreth 
Culpepper 
Cuthbert 
Davidson 
Earle 
Eddy 

Edwards, N. C. 

Ervin 
Fisher 


Adams 

Allen, Mass. 

Allen, N. Y. 

Baker 

Bateman 

Beecher 

Boden 

Brush 

Buffum 

Butler, N. H. 

Campbell 

Claggett 

Clark 

Cook 

Crafts 

Cushman 

D .rlington 

Dennison 

Dewitt 

Dickinson 

Dowse 

Edwards, Pen: 
Fay 
Folger 
Fond 
Forrest 
Fuller 
Gross, N. Y. 
i Gross, Penn. 


Floyd 

PindaU 

Foot 

Quarles 

Fullerton 

Randolph 

Garnett 

Rankin 

Hall, N. C. 

Reed 

Hardin 

Rhea 

Hill 

Ringgold 

Holmes 

Robertson 

Hooks 

Settle 

Johnson 

Shaw 

Jones, Va, . 

Simpkins 

Jones, Tenn. 

8 locum b 

Kent 

Smitfi, N. J. 

Kinsey 

Smith, Md. 

Little 

B. Smith, Va. 

Lowndes 

A. Smyth, Va. 

McCoy 

Smith, N. C. 

McCreary 

Stevens 

McLane, Del. 

Storrs 

McLean, Ken. 

Strother 

Mason 

Swearingen 

Meigs 

Terrell 

Mercer 

Trimble 

Metcalf 

Tucker, Va. 

Neale 

Tucker, S. C. 

Nelson, Va. 

Tyler 

Newton 

'Walker, N. C. 

Overstreet 

Warfield 

Parker, Va. 

Williams, Va. 

Pinckney 

WilliamsjN.C. $0 

inst concui'ring — Messrs. 

Guyon 

Patterson 

Hackley 

Phelps 

Hall, N. Y. 

Philson 

Hazard 

Pitcher 

Hemphill 

Plumer 

Hendricks 

Rich 

Herrick 

Richards 

Hibsham 

Richmond 

Hiester 

Rogers 

Hostetter 

Ross 

Kendall 

* Russ 

Kinsley 

Sampson 

Lathrop 

Sergeant 

Lincoln 

Silsbee 

Linn 

Sloan 

Livermore 

Southard 

Lyman 

Street 

MacI ay 

Strong, Vt. 

Mallary 

Strong, N. Y. 

Marchand 

Tarr 

Meecb 

Taylor 

R. Moore 

Tomlinson 

S. Moorp 

Tracy 

Monell 

Upham 

Morton 

Van Rensselaer 

Moseley 

Wallace 

Murray 

Wend over 

Nelson, Mass. 

Whitman 

Parker, Mass. 

M’ood— #7. 
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[ Detection. For concurring — Messrs. Mason, Hill, 
Holmes* and Shaw,oi Massachusetts, Foot, and Sineus, 
of Connecticut* Eddy, of Kliode Island; Meigs, and 
Storrs of New York; Bloomfield, Kinsey , and Smith, 
of New Jetsey; Baldwin, and Fullerton, of Pennsyl- 
vania; M* Lane, of Delaware; and all the members 
present from the states of Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. 

Against concurring — All the members present 
from New Hampshire and Vermont, all present 
frera the following states except as above stated, 
viz: Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Ndw 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois. 

Absent on this vote — Messrs. Edwards, of Conn. 
Case, Peek, and Tompkins, of N. Y. Hall of Dela- 
ware, all of whom it is presumed would have voted 
against concurring— 5; and Messrs. Ball, of Va. 
Sawyer of N. C. and Walker, of Ky. deceased, 
who, if present, would liave voted oq the other 
side. 

For concurring $0 

Against it 87 


Absent in all 8 — speaker 1— 


177 

9 

186] 


Whole number of members 

The question was then stated on the second a- 
mendment of the senate; when 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out the words “thirty six degrees 30 min- 
utes north latitude,” and inserting a line which 
would exclude slavery from all the territory, west 
of the Mississippi, except Louisiana, Missouri, and 
Arkansas. 

The previous question was again demanded, and a 
gain sustained by a majority of the house. The 
effect of the previous question being to exclude 
the question on the amendment, and to bring it 
back to the main question — 

The main question was taken, on concurring with 
the senate in inserting in the bill, in lieu of the state 
restriction, the clause inhibiting slavery in the ter. 
ritory north of 36 degrees 30 minutes north latitude 
and was decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 

For inserting the substitute— MewriJMIe*, of N. Y. Alton. Teen. 
Anderson, Archer, Mrt. Baker. Baldwin, Bateman, Bayljr, Beecher, 
Bloomfield, Baden. Brevard, Brown, Brush, Bryan, Butler, of N . H. 
Campbell, Cannon, Case, Ctagett, Clark, Cocke, Cook, Crafts, Craw- 
ford, Crowell, CottiRth, Culpepper. Cushman. Cuthbert. Darling- 
ton, Davidson, Denniaon. Dewitt. Dickinson, Dowse, Earle, Eddy, 
Edwards, of Penn. Fay, Fisher, Floyd, Foot, Ford, Fwmwt, Fuller, 
Fullerton. Gross, of Penn. Guyon, Hacktoy, Hall, of N. Y. Hacdhi, 
Jlaxard, Hemphill. Hendricks, Herrick, Hibshoian, Jfkstrr, Hill, 
Holmes, Hostetler, Kendall, Kent, Kinsley, Kinsey, Lathrop, Little, 
linculti, Linn. Livermore, Lowndes, Lyman, Mactoy, kPCseary, 
M Lane, Del. M'Uan, of Ken. MaJtory, Marchand, Mason, Meigs, 
Mercer, R. Moor, & Moore, Monell, Morton, Moseley, Murray, 
Nelson, Mass. Nelson, of Va. Parker, of Mass. Patterson, Pbilson, 
Pi teber, Flamer Quarles, Rankin, Rich, Richards, RidimoddJUag- 
gold, Robertson. Rogers, Rots, Russ. Sampson, Sergeant, Settle, 
Shaw, Silsbee, Sloan, Smith, of N. J. Smith, of Md. Srokh, of N. C. 
Southard, Stevens, Storrs, Street, Strong, Vt. Strong, N.Y. Strothrr, 
Tanr. Taylor, Tomlinson, Tompkins, Tracy, Trimble, Tucker, of 
S. C. Upham, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warfield, Weodover, Wil* 
liams, N. C. Wood.- 134 . 

Against it— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Alexander, Allen, of Maar 
Archer, of Vs. Barbour, Buffbm, Button, BurweU, Butler, of Lou. 
Cobo, Edwaids. uf N. C. Ervin. Folger, Garnett, Gross, of N. Y. 
Hall, of N. C. Hooks, Johnson, Jones, of Va. Jones, Tenn. M*Coy, 
Metcalf, Neale, Newton. Overstreet, Parker, of Va. Pinckney, Pin- 
dalL, Randolph, Reed, Rhea, Siinkios, Slocumb, B Smith, of Va. A. 
Smyth, of Va. Swearingen, Terrill, T acker, of Va. Tyler, Walker, 
N. C. Willi an*®, of Va.— 42. 

So the house concurred in the amendments of | 
the senate to the bill; and 

About half past 7 o'clock the house adjourned. 

Friday, March 3. The journal of the proceedings 
of the bouse on yesterday being read. 


Mr. Randolph rose and intimated an intention 
now to move the house to reconsider their vote o 
yesterday, by which they concurred with the se- 
nate in striking the restriction from the Missouri 
bill. 

The Speaker declared the motion out of order 
until the ordinary business of the morning, as pre- 
scribed by the rules of the house, should be dis- 
posed of. From which opinion of the chair, Mr* 
Randolph appealed. 

The question being taken on the correctness of 
the decision, it was affirmed by the house. 

The house then, proceeded in receiving and re* 
ferring petitions; when, petitions being called for 
from the members from Virginia. 

Mr. Randolph moved that the house retain in their 
possession the Missouri bill, until the period should 
arrive, when, according to the rules of the house, 
a motion to reconsider the vote of yesterday on 
concurring in the first amendment proposed by the 
senate to the bill aforesaid, should be in order. 

The Speaker declared'this motion out of order, 
for the reason assigned on the first application of 
Mr. Randolph on this day. 

Mr. Randolph, being in the majority on that 
question, moved the house now to reconsider their 
vote of yesterday, in which they concurred in the 
first amendment proposed by the senate to the 
Missouri bill, which was to strike out the slavery 
restriction. 

Mr. Archer, of Virginia, seconded the motion. 

The Speaker, having ascertained the fact, stated 
to the house, that the proceedings of the house oix 
that bill yesterday, had been communicated to the 
senate by the clerk, and that the bill not being in 
possession of the house, the motion to reconsider 
could not be entertained. 

Whereupon, Mr. Randolph submitted the follow* 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That, in carrying the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the people of the territory of Mis* 
souri to form a constitution and state government, 
and for the admission of suoh state into the union on 
an equal footing with the original states,” after a 
member from Virginia had given notice of his in- 
tention to move a reconsideration of the question 
decided last evening, in which the said member, 
via. Mr. Randolph, voted in the majority on one of 
the amendments of the senate thereto, the clerk is 
guilty of a breach of the privileges of a member 
of this house under the rules thereof. 

And the question being put whether the house 
would now consider the said resolutioh; it was de- 
cided in the negative— ayes 61, noes 71. 

Mr. Randolph then submitted the following pro* 
position; which lies on the table, 

“That so much of the 37th rule as allows a re* 
consideration of any question by motion of any 
member of the majority on such question, on the 
day succeeding that on which auch question be tak- 
en, be expunged.” 

A message was received from the senate, an- 
nouncing that they had receded from their amend- 
ments to the Maine bill; but asking a further coll* 
ference on the subject of that bill [for the purpose 
of making a necessary verbal amendment-to insert 
March “1820,” instead of March “next,” as the ori* 
ginal bill was drafted.] 

Mr. Randolph moved that the bill be indefinitely 

a oned, and proceeded at considerable length 
er his /easons for wishing to prevent its pas- 
sage; when 

Mr. R. was called to order, by Mr. Livermore fog* 
deviating from the question under debate. 
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The Speaker decided that Mr. Randolph was not 
out of order. 

Mr. IAvermore , appealed from the decision of the 
chair; but before the question was put, 

Mr. Randolph withdrew his motion for the inde- 
finite postponement of the bill. 

The conference was then agreed to; and soon af- 
ter Mr. Holmes reported the amendment as above 
stated, which was agreed to by the house, and the 
bill was thus finally acted on. 

Mr. Lowndes* motion to amend the rules of the 
house, with the amendment proposed thereto by 
Mr. Randolph, was then considered, and three 
hours debate had upon it. Finally, the question 
was stated on agreeing to the motion in the follow- 
ing words— 

“And if any member shall not confine himself to 
■the question under debate, and shall be called to 
order; if the decision of the speaker of the house, 
upon appeal, be against the member thus deviat- 
ing from the question, such member shall not be, 
at that time, permitted to proceed, without the spe 
cial leave of the house.” 

And it was decided in the negative, by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 


YEAS— Mtatn. Adam*, Allen, N. Y. Anderson, Baldwin, 
field. Bodeo. Brtnh, Buffum, Canapbrll, Cannon, Case, Clark. Cocke, 
Cook. Crowell. Culpepper, Darlington, Deaoiftoo, Dewitt Dickin- 
son, Dowie, Edwards, Con. 7olg«-r, Fuller, Gross. Penn. HackW, 
HsM.N Y. Hendricks, Herrick, Hill; Hooks, Kendall, Kinsiey, La- 
tbrop, Linn, Livermore, Lowndrt. Maelay, McCreary, Mallory, Ma- 
son, Merck, S. Moure. Monett. Overstreet, Fsrkrr, Mass. Pitcher, 
Flumrr. Rankin. Robertson, Rogers, Sergeant, Simkins, Sloan, 
Smith, N.J. Smith, N. C. Southard, Stevens, Tompkins, Upham, 
Wallace. Whitman. Wood— 63. 

RAYS— M tsts. Abbot, Alexander, Archer, Md. Archer. Va. Bar- 
bour, Bayly, Brown, Bryan, Burton. Burwell, Butler, N.H. Butler, 
Lou. Clogett, Cobb. Crufts, Cushman, Cutbbert, Davidson, Earle, 
Edwards, Penn. Edwards, N. C. Floyd, Ford, Forrest, Fullerton, 
Garnett. Goyon, Hall, N- C. Hardin, Hazard, Hemphill, Hibsbman, 
Miestcr, Holmes, Hostetler, Johnson, Lincoln, Lyman, McCoy, Me* 
Lane, Del. McLean, Ken. Marchand, Mercer, MetealC R« Moore, 
Morton, Murray, Neale, Nelson. Mass. Nelson, Va. Newton. Par- 
ker, Va. Patterson, Phelps, Philson, PindalL < Quarles, Randolph, 
Re«d, Rhea, Rickards, Richmond, Ringgold, Ron. Russ, Sampson, 
Settle, Shaw, Siocumb, B. Smith, Va- A. Smyth, Va. Sum, Strong, 
Vt. Strother, Swearingen, Tarr, Taylor, Terrell, Tomlinson, Tracy, 
1'ueker.Ya. Tucker, S. C. Tyler, Warfield, Wendover, Williams, 
Va. WUfiama, N. C.— 37. 

And the house adjourned to Monday. 

Monday, March 6. Many reports on private pe 
titions were received— nearly all unfavorable. 

Mr. Slocumb submitted a resolution authorising 
the president of the senate, and speaker of the 
house of representatives, to close this session by 
adjournment of their respective houses, on the 
— clay of — next. And, at the instance of 
the mover, the said resolution was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. Coclee , submitted for consideration the fol 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of reduc- 
ing the naval establishment of the United States. 

Mr. Cocke made a few remarks, in the course of 
which he stated his object to b« to effect a recluc 
tion of expense by a reduction in the number of 
officers of the navy, sots to proportion them more 
equally to the number of vessels in commission. It 
was to this point only that he wished to call the 
attention of tlie naval committee. 

Tha house having agreedto consider the motion 
by a vote of 67 to 63, it was then, on motion of Mr. 
Lowndes, with the consent of the mover, ordered 
to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Cocke , it was then 

Resolved, That the secretary' of war be directed 
to report to this house copies of all contracts which 
have been made for the building or repairing fortifi 
cations, arsenals, or magazines, since the year 1815; 


and, also, that he report the amount of moneys ac" 
tualiy paid, to whom and when, and whether pub- 
lic notice was actually given of said contracts, and 
what surety was given, in what amount, and whe- 
ther the surety is still solvent; and whether thi con- 
tracts have been faithfully performed. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Nelson , of Virginia, in the chair, 
on the bill making appropriations for the support 
of the navy of the U. States for the current year. 

On this bill a rather interesting, but desu tory 
debate took place, which employed the time of the 
committee until past four o’clock; and which shall 
be the subject of a future notice. 

The speakers were in succession, Messrs. Smith 
of Maryland, Johnson, Storrs , Clay, Lowndes, Trine* 
bit, Meigs , Foot, Silsbec, Cobb, and Fuller . 

Towards the close of the debate, Mr. Clay moved 
that “it be recommended to the house to recommit 
to the committee of ways and means, the bill enti- 
tled: See. (the appropriation bill) with instruction 
to prepare the same in reference to an occasional 
instead of a permanent employment of the squad- 
ron in the Mediterranean.” 

This motion Was negatived, 72 to 51— finally the 
committee rose, and reported the bill to the house. 

[The point, on which the debate chiefly turned 
(says the National Intelligencer,) was the employ- 
ment of a stationary naval force in the Mediterra- 
nean seas,to the continuance of which there appear- 
ed to be a strong opposition. It is, however, gene- 
rally understood, that that force is hereafter to be 
more frequently relieved. 

In the course of the debate, with a view to the 
amount of naval force necessary to be provided 
for, enquiry was made, whether the committee of 
foreign relations had determined upon any report 
in regard to our existing relations with Spain, and 
if so, what would be the nature of that report. 
The reply to which was, that the committee had 
not yet come to any determination on that subject; 
and, not having done s*, that the chairman of the 
committee had it not in his power to slate, not 
having been instructed on that head, what would be 
the nature of their report.] 

Tuesday, March 6. Mr. Silsbee , from the com- 
mittee on naval affairs, who were instructed to en- 
quire into the expediency of suspending for a limi* 
ted time, so much of the standing appropriation 
of 1,000,000 dollars, for the increase of the navy as 
may be consistent with the public service, &c. 
made a report, tbe purport of which is, that after 
due enquiry, they believe that true economy and 
the best interests of the nation are opposed to a 
suspension, even for a limited time, of any portion 
of the sum annually appropriated for the gradual 
increase of the navy; and that they have not been 
able to ascertain where any essential reduction 
can be made in the expenses of the navy, without 
reducing the establishment. 

The report was. ordered to lie on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting state- 
ments, shewing the state of the bank of the United 
States, on the 25th of February, the 27th of May 
and 29th Nov. last. 

The house then proceeded to the consideration 
of the report of the committee of the whole on the 
bill making the annual appropriations for the sup- 
port of the navy. 

Mr. Cobb moved to recommit the bill to t^he com- 
mittee of ways and means, with instructions so to 
amend it as to reduce the appropriation for every 
branch of the service, one-fourth. 
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This motion produced a debate, in the course of 
which it was supported by the mover, and Mr. 
Warfield and Mr. Culpepper, and opposed by Messrs. 
Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of North Carolina, Trim- 
ble , Johnson , Foot, Holmes, Wood , and Lowndes. 

The question was taken on Mr. Cobb's motion, 
and negatived 15 or 20 members only, rising in fa- 
vor of it. 

• he report of the committee of the whole was 
then agreed to, and the hill, as it stands, was order- 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading. 

And the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, March 8. The amendments of the se- 
nate to the bill “to provide for taking the fourth 
census or ^numeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States,” were read and concurred in by the 
house. 

The engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
support of the navy of the United States, for the 
year 1820 was read the third time, passed and sent 
to the senate. 

The house then resolved itself into a cqmmittee 
of the wdiole, Mr. Nelson of Va. in the qhair, on the 
bill making appropriations for the support of the 
military establishment of the United States. 

[To the same committee was to-day referred the 
bill respecting the military establishment.] 

The last mentioned bill was first taken up, and, 
having been read — 

Mr A Cannon moved to strike out all the first sec- 
tion of the bill excepting the enacting clause, and 
in lieu thereof to insert the following: 

“That the military peace establish jnent of the 
United States shall consist of such proportions of 
artillery, engineers, infantry and rinemen, as the 
president of the United States shall judge proper 
to retain in service, not exceeding in the whole, 
including officers, non-commissioned officers and 
privates, five thousand.” 

Mr. Cannon supported this motion by a speech of 
some length on the necessity of retrenchment, oc- 
casioned by the state of the finances; the inutility 
of an army in peace-- the militia being willing and 
competent to perform any occasional service in 
which an army may be employed. 

Mr. Clay avowed himself to be in favor of reduc- 
ing the army, in preference to resorting to taxes, 
loans, or to an invasion of the sinking fund, to meet 
the expenses of the government — if, on the report 
of the committee of foreign relations, the attitude 
of ihe country should not be changed to that of 
war, or to that which should menace war. Mean- 
while, he was disposed not to act on the bill now 
bef >re the committee, but to defer it for the pre- 
vent, for the purpose of acting on the military ap- 
propriation bill. If, after the report of the com- 
mittee of foreign relations should be m&de, it should 
he thought expedient to reduce the army, the ap- 
propriations would shape themselves to what 
should be the actual force and condition of the mi- 
litary establishment. He therefore moved to lay 
this bill on the table , with a view to take up the ap- 
propriation bill. 

The question was taken on this motion without 
debate, and decided in the affirmative. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the military establishment, for the current year, 
was then taken up. 

On coming to the appropriation for the sup- 
port of the military academy for the present 
year — 

Mr. Can non spoke against the appropriation, and 
jnoyet] that the bill should be laid on the table — 
negatived. He then movetj the appropriation of a 


less sum — also rejected. On other items much and 
various debate followed, in the course of which th^ 
propriety of a reduction of the army was essentially 
entered into. But the several items as originally 
reported in the bill, so far as the committee of the 
whole went through it, were agreed to. The com- 
mittee rose at 4 o’clock, having the appropriation 
of 800,000 dollars, for fortifications, under consider- 
ation. 

Thursday's proceedings. 

In the senate — The engrossed bill to change the 
mode of selling the public lands was read the third 
time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas. — Messrs. Burrlll, Dana, Dickerson, Eaton, 
Eliot, Gaillard, Hunter, King of Alab King of N. Y. 
Lanman, Leake, Lowrie, Macon, Mellen, Morrill, 
Otis, Palmer, Parrott, Pleasants, Roberts, Ruggles, 
Sanford, Stokes, Taylor, Tichenor, Trimble, Vaq 
Dvke, Walker of Alab. Williams of Mis. Williamsof 
Ten. Wilson— 31. ^ 

Nays. — Messrs. Brown, Edwards, Johnson, of 
Ken. Johnson of Lou. Logan, Noble, Smith — 7. 

The engrossed bill further to suspend for a li- 
mittedtime the sale or forfeiture of lands for|failur£ 
in making payment, was also read the third time and 
passed; and both bills sent to the other house fob 
concurrence. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of bank- 
ruptcy throughout the United States, was taken up. 
The bill occupies 50 printed pages, and it was only 
read through, and then postponed until to-mor- 
row. 

The following message was received from the 
president of the United States, by Mr. J. J. Mon- 
roe. 

To the president of the senate , pro tempore. 

I transmit to the senate copies of sundry papers 
having relation to the treaty of the 22d February, 
1819, between the United S^tes and Spain, which 
have not before been communicated to the senate! 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, 8th March, 1820. 

The message and documents were read, and 1000 
copies thereof ordered to be printed. 

O^The documents, it is said, shed very little ad- 
ditional light on the state of our relations with 
Spain. A letter from Mr. Forsyth to the secretary 
of state, dated the 27th Nov. last, informs that the 
Spanish government had refused to receive bis re- 
monstrance of the 18»h Oct. at which he felt much 
offended, and seems to have resolved to leave Ma- 
drid by the 1st of January. Gen. Vivas was at Ma- 
j drid on the 15th Nov and had accepted the ap- 
pointment of minister to the U. S. — but when he 
was to proceed or what was to be done, Mr. Forsyth 
does not appear to have known. If, on seeing^thc 
documents at length, tnere is any thing worth the 
room it will occupy in the Register, it shall be in- 
serted- 

In the hovse of representatives . Mr. Forsyth, from 
the committee on foreign relations, made a report 
accompanied with a bill, to authorize and require 
the president to take possession of and occupy the 
territories of East and West Florida. Twice read 
and referred to a committee of the whole on the 
state of the union. The report, generally, states 
the long, delay of Spain to do justice to the United 
States, and the want of hope in amicable negotia- 
tion; and the bill provides for the temporary go- 
vernment of the country, when occupied by the U. 
States. 

The house in committee of the whole, proceeded 
to consider the hill making military appropriations, 
and agreed to the item for fortifications at 80 j,0G0, 
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*9 originally recommended by the committee of 
ways and means. 

In our next these things shall be noticed at 
length. Time will not permit us to give them at 
present. 


CHRONICLE. 

appropriation bills. The time spent in debating 
on the Missouri bill, has delayed the passage of the 
annual appropriation bills by congress, by which 
thousands of individuals have suffered. Even the 
revolutionary pensioners cannot yet be paid, though 
their pensions were due on the 4th instant. This 
will cause many useless and fatiguing jonrnies. 

Pirates. On the 2d inst. John F. Ferguson , Wil- 
liam Mu'phy, Thomas O' Brian, Charles Weaver, 
Isaac sinister, John Jackson, and Isaac Denny, con- 
victed of piracy, committed on board of the La Ir- 
resistible privateer, which ’they ran away with from 
Margaritta, were brought before his honor judge 
Bland, who, after a short but impressive address, 
pronounced upon them the sentence of death. Yhe\ 
were conducted back to jail, there to await the ex- 
ecution of the sentence. 


Old bank of the United Stales. The trustees of 
the old bank ofHhe United States, have declared a 
further dividend of one and three quarters per 
cent — equal to seven dollars upon each share of the 
stack of the late bank of the United States; which 
will be paid to the stockholders, or their legal re 
presentatives, at their late banking house in Phila- 
delphia, on or after Monday the 24th of April next, 
(being a second extra dividend, and making five 
and three quarters per cent, or twenty three dol- 
lars, over and above the par amount of said shares. 

Philad. paper. 

Fire. Many attempts, and one or two of theip par- 
tially successful, have been made to conflagrate the 
town of Petersburg, Va. The people are much 
alarmed, and a very strict watch is kept up. 

Fl fur. The price of this article, at Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Richmond, is g4 75 per barrel, and 
dull at that very low price. 

Oysters. The laws have been amended, and the 
Virginians seem determined that the carrying trade 
in oysters shall be secured to themselves. The pe- 
nalties against persons from other states fishing in 
their rivers are very severe. 

Two Ho?s have been exhibited in Baltimore, 
which, together, weighed 1743 lbs. raised in Lan- 
caster county, Pennsylvania. — One of them was 6 
feet and 3 inches in girt round the body. His length 
from the root of the tail to the end of the snout, was 
nine feet and an inch . — This one was 18, and the 
other 14 months old. 

•An ox is exhibiting at New York, weighing three 
thousand and eighty four pounds. 

Steam Ship. An elegant steam ship, built by M. 
Eckford, at New York, is to ply between that port 
and New-Orleans, touching at Charleston, and Ha- 
vana. She is called the “Robert Fulton.** Success 
to her! 

Jfew-York. M. Noah’s project of purchasing 
Grand Island, to be settled by Jews, has been 
rejected in the legislature by a great majority. 

Pennsylvania. The report of the committee of 
enquiry, which exonerated gov. Findlay from all 
the charges preferred against him, has been ac 
cepted by the house of representatives — ayes 62, 
noes3l. 

The legislature of Pennsylvania state has pas- 
sed the “improvement bill,** by which 55600,000 
gre appropriated to public works. An additional 


bill, appropriating 300, OOo dollars more, it was ex- 
pected would be reported. 

A convention has been held at Carlisle, for the 
purpose of nominating a candidate for governor in 
opposition to Mr. Findlay. Gen. Hiester has been 
nominated for that purpose. x 

Virginia. \ bill to stay executions, after being 
debated for five days in the bouse of delegates, was 
rejected by a majority of 38 votes. 

Ohio. Qn a late investigation, the treasurer was 
found to be deficient in the amount of {511.431 78; 
he has resigned. 

The Richmond Enquirer says “/* is pretty vrr-7 as- 
certained that the deficit in the U. S. branch of this city 
is at least 5560,000” — by the late acts of one of the 
clerks. 

legislature of Maryland. Mr. Kennedy asked 
leave to introduce a bill to liberate the Jews from 
the irreligious restrictions* which they are subject to 
in this state —but leave was refused. 

Mutch against time. A person last week rode 
on horseback, from Fairfield in Con. to New York, 
fifty five miles , in two hours and a half. He perform- 
ek this on eight horses, and was at full peed all the 
time, except the time lost in mounting and dis- 
mounting. A bet of 1000 dollars depended on its 
being done in less than three hours. 

Spontaneous combustion. The case of spontaneous 
combustion mentioned in th© Register, page 590, 
last vol. has been amply confirmed at tne mint 
of the United States, where some linseed oil was 
poured upon a quantity of hickory ashes — no 
change of temperature was perceived for 46 hours, 
when the mixture was fairly ignited, and in a short 
time emitted flame, which continued an hour. Af- 
ter the flame the ignition continued 18 hours, and 
then the ashes were poured out of the vessel. 

General Clark , the governor of Georgia, has, on 
his own responsibility, drawn ten thousand dollars 
from the contingent fund of that state, for the re- 
lief of the sufferers by the late fire at Savannah. 

The planters in the vicinity of Savannah have es- 
tablished depots of rice, coin, &c. where the dis- 
tressed citizens can obtain it, “without money and 
without price.” 


Legislature of Delaware. 

Fellow citherns of the senate, 

and of the home of representatives, , 

Since my communication io the general assembly of theStliof 
January last, there hare been collected in the county of Sussex, 
and cl-aned, boxed up and »t«’r d in the court house at George- 
town. fonr hundred and forty stands of the public arms of the 
state, with their accoutrements: a copy of the account of the ex- 
penses of collecting, cleaning and storing these arms, is submitted 
ner-with. 

According to returns made, 'it appears that there now are, of the 
public arms of the state, three hundred and fifty stands stored in 
the court house at N**w Castle, three hundred and eighty-three 
stsnds stored in the court house at Dover, and four hundred and 
forty stands stored in the court house at Georgetown; amounting 
in the whole to eleven hundred and seventy-three;— so that of the 
fourteen hundred stands belonging to the state at the close of the 
late war, there are y«-t two hundred and twenty-seven stands that 
have not been collected or returned to the proper offle- r* of the 
state; of these, it it known that a militia officer in New Castle 
aonnty, and another in Kent county, received enough to arm their 
respective companies, and that they have hitherto wholly ne- 
glected to return them, although frequently urg-d to do so by the 
military commissaries of those counties resp« ctively: I would there- 
fore suggest to the legislature the propriety of directing such mea- 
sures to be taken as will compel a return of* the public arms and 
accoutrements that were obtained by these officers, and also of. all 
others now in the hands of individuals. In June last, two hun- 
dred and twenty stands of arms (without •‘quipments) were deli- 
vered to this state by the cover ment of the United States, under 
the provisions of the act of congress of the 23d April. 1806, entit- 
led “An act snaking p revision for arming and equiping the whole 
body of the militia of the United States:’ these arms were, by my 
orders, deposited in the a r sen si at New Castle, and are now there 
suHect to tV directions of the general asse mbly. 

During the last summer, the commissioner*, appointed under 
the act entitled.“An act authorising a general assessment of the 
real and personal property of this state,” e*»mj»h ted the asses* 
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meat of Sunex county. From statements tod accounts made and 
ptrwntcd, under the ptutbivai of the act eiitiUcd. •‘A iiipplement 
to au act entitled an act authorising and directing* gmcral 
cessment of ths real and perso nal property of this st*te, n an* of 
tha act entitled “An additional supplement to an aet entitled an act 
authorising and directing a general assessment of the real and pee* 
oonal property of this ttmtr” it mean that the pay of the «om- 
niuioners and their clerk, for making the assessment ojrSjwsea 
c6unty, amounts to the sum of three thousand 


-ed and 

twenty-eight dollars. Orders liars been drawn on the state trea- 
surer. under the provisions of the two acts of as s emb ly last above 
mentioned, in favor of tlw three surviving commissioners and their 
dark, respective ly, for thr— fourths of the sums to which they 
are respectively mtitied for thrir services in assessing the said 
eoottfy. according to the acts of assripbly aforesaid and the saw 
statement. And the atcouut of William Wolfe, deceased, for hit 
services as one of the commissioners iu as s essi ng the other two 
counties, has been adjusted by the secretary of state, and paid by 
the state treasurrr, under the ptovision of the third section of the 
att of assembly last above mentioned. 

f bavelatdy received » report from the agent on behalf of this 
state to settle the claim against the United Snln, for military ex- 
penditures made hy this sute in support of and iu eunsequenev of 
the late war, in which be informs me “that so much of the claim 
as consist* of the pay and pro visions of the militia, tin general go- 
vernment has agreed to adjust upon principle which appear to 
be unobjtctioimWe— but that the adjustment of most of the other 
items remains yet embarrass* d will* serious difflvultirs, growing 
out of the want of vouchers."— A copy of this retmn is herewith 
submitted. • . 

It has been lately settled by a decision of the court of appeals, 
that the 'rccogoiranee of a public officer it not a lien on his real 
estate. I would therefor suggest the propriety of providing by 
law tliat, iu future, the recoguizances entered into by aH pabftie 
officers, for the due performance of all the duties of thrir offices, 
shall upt-rat* as liens on the real estate* Of all the officers mttv 
ing into them, and also of tbeir sureties. And I would suggest 
the propriety of also increasing the sums for which such recugot- 
uaoeM should be given, particularly in the case of ib*ti1fn 
^ Much ioconvemence is now occasionally experienced by pur- 
chasers of land attbrtrifT • sale iu getting possession therepft aud 
vrheuthe defendant, or tenant, at the (time of the tale, refuses to 
give up che possession, the purchaser it obliged to he at the ex- 
pens? and trouble of an action of <yectm«-ut to recover the land 
bought: I therefore recommend to the legislature the propriety of 
providing by law a remedy for such cases. „ . 

As the period rapidly approaches when the charters of all the 
banks of the state wilt expire, prudouee suggests the propriety of 
•eting on the subject during the po-sent session of the general as* 
•embly. That the legislature will not re-charter any of them 
cannot ho snppoacd. because the state itself, is very largely con- 
cerned in one of them, being a stockholder to near one-third of 
|U capital, ami because the good or the people imperiously nr 
Quires. a hanking Capital in the state: on tne other hand it cannot 
be presumed that they will all be ^chartered, bemuse it is most 
evident,and will not be denied by any person who has thought on 
the subject, that there are now too many. Owe hanking institu- 
tion in the state, with a branch in each county, seams to be abto 

. t- u: ■ o„ . l ' —ui:. i 


shall, together with its branches and offices of discount and de 
post te, be confined to the district of Columbia. 

Since the close of the last session of the general asrambly, I have 
received, for the use of the state, the following laws, journals, and 
state papers, viz.* 

This state** onota of the burs of the United States, pawed dur- 
ing tho first and second sessions of the fifteenth congress— of which 
twenty-one copies of theaetsof each sessioa have been delivered 
* of the I 


to the clerlt of the house oT representatives, and uine copies to 
the dark of the senate, for the use of the gen* ml assembly, and 
the rest have been distributed according to the provisions of law. 

Oss copy of state papers, 2d and 3d arssions 13th congress, and 
1st session 14th eoogresi,all of which are placed in the Office of 
the secretary of state lor the use of government. 

Two copies state papers, 2d session 14th congress, of which one 
copy is deposited in the secretary’s office, and the other has been 
daliterad to the elerk of the house of represe nt atives for the use 
of the general assembly. 

Five copies of state papers, 1st session 15th congress, and four 
2d wemkm 15th < 


copies state papers, 2d 
the United 


journals of tbe United States* MaatMA^ house of representa- 
tives duriog the 2d sessioa 15th congr ess o f which one copy of 
each has been delivered to the clerk of the house of representa. 
tives, another to the clerk of the senate, a third deposited in tbe 
secretary's office for the use of the executive department, and the 
others remain in the secretary*! office, to be disposed or accord- 
ing to tbe provisions of the resolution of congress of tbe 27th De- 


lutely necessary for tbe public good. . Such an establishment, with 
a portion of iu capital reserved for the use of the state, and to be 
subscribed as tbe legislature might direct, would he amp 1 * “‘ m 
cient for tbe public good, aud. if conducted with prudsaw 
become highly respectable, and be of the greatest utility, 
to the peopfe, but to the state itself. 1 would therefor 
meud tins subset to the senous consideration of tbe legis 


being 

acted 


•would recomtovnd tbe adoption of all such measures, both by the 
legislature and the people, as will tend to exclude the " 
foreign nations and to firing ii 


Three copies of the laws of Vsrmoot, October sessioa 1818, of 
Pennsylvania. Decem b er sesrion 1818, of Massachusetts, January 
s es s ion 1819, and New Hampshire, June session 1819, ami three 
copies land laws of United States, of which one copy of each 
has boon delivered to tbe elerk of the house of representatives, 
another to the clerk of tbe senate* and the third deposited in the 
— c*\ t*ry's office. 

two copies laws of Illinois, February session 1819. of which 
one copy has been placed in the office of the secretary of state, 
aud the other delivered to the senate for the use of the general as- 
sembly. 

One copy of tbe laws of Kentucky of the December session 
1817, and the December session 1818, one copy of Seybrrt’s Sta- 
tistical Annals, one copy of the laws of Louisiana, to the January 
session ‘818, inclusive, whioh are deposited in the office of the se- 
cretary of state for the use of tho government. 

It is with great regret that 1 announce to you the death of 

-nr* UaILm...,, tk. ■MimMMWW « Lm. nTik!. ..... 


Henry Molleston. esquire, the governor elect of this state— a cit* 
xon of distinguished worth and unsullied diaraets r. 
tuoate event presents a new case, 
tution or,lawsof the sute* 

January 5, 1880. 


This unl’or- 
provided for by the const i* 
JOHN CLARK* 


with prudence, would 
nut only 
Tore recom- 

consideratton of tbe legislature, i 
of thr greatest importance. It should be examined and 

on in the most calm and dispassionate manner, and with a 

•ingle eye to the public good. 

1 beg leave, fellow citizens, to impress on your minds the great 
importance of affbrding the most efficient protection to the agri- 
cultural and manufacturing inter-, its of the state, both of which 
era at present in a very depressed condition, and require the he 
trrmg care of the people and of the government: in regard to 
these subjects, your wisdom and experience may devise measures 
of great utility. In aid of tbe first, however, I would suggest for 
your consideration, the propriety of offering sufficient premiums 
in each oouuty. In support and encouragement of the Utter, * 

^ tbe adoption of all such measures, both by ( 

• fabrics of 

g into general use those manufactured 
by our own citizans. To the general government of the union, 
It is true ure must look for the roost important support of our 
manufactures: much however may be done by the govern menu 
nnd people of the severs! states, and so far as it is in your power 
to aid tne manufactures of our own or of our sister states, your 
zealous and active exertions will not, I trust.be withheld. 

With tbU message you will receive a resolution of the legisla- 
ture of the state of Vermont, proposing an amendment of (be con- 
stitution of the United States, having lor its object an uniform 
vnode of choosing representatives in congress and electors of pre- 
sident and vice-president of the United States— and also a copy of 
oyrtaira p roceeding* of the house o! representatives of the state of 
South Carofina. disapproving tho amendment proposed by the 
state of North Carohua to the constitution of tfie United States 
to ' stshliah an uniform mode of electing electors of president 
nnd vic^-psvsident of the United States. 

And I also communicate a resolution of the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, proposing an amendment to the constitution of the U. 
, providing that congress shall make no law to erect or in- 
irporata any bank or other 
e district of Coll 


States. ..... ----------- 

corporate any hank or other monied institution, except within 
the district of Columbia; and that every bank or other mooied in- 
stitution which shall be ertabliibcd by the authority of congress, 


Banka — and National Currency. 

Ktf«STOr the seciutait of thb tbsascby. 

TEIASVIT DKPAItTMJtJCT, 

12th February, 18*20. 

§i%~— In obedience to m resolution of the house 
of representatives, passed on the 1st of March, 
1819, directing «the secretary of the treasury to 
transmit to congress, at an early period in the next 
session, a general statement of the condition of the 
bank of the United States, and its offices, similar 
to the return made by the bank; and a statement, 
exhibiting, as nearly as may be practicable, the 
amount of capital invested in the different charter- 
ed banks in the several states and the district of 
Columbia, the amount of notes issued by those 
banks and in circulation, the public and private de- 
posites in them, the amount of loans and discounts 
made by them and remaining unpaid, and tbe total 
quantity of specie they possess; and, also, to report 
such measures as, in kua opinion, may be expedient 
to procure and retain a sufficient quantity of gold 
and silver coin in the United States, or to supply a 
circulating medium, in place of specie, adapted te 
the exigencies of the country, and within the pow- 
er of the government:” 1 have the honor tb submit 
tlie subjoined report and statements. 

Statement A exhibits the condition of the bank of 
the United States and its offices, on the 30th of 
September, 1819. 

Statement B exhibits the amount of bank capital, 
authorised by law, during the years 1814, 1815, 
1816 and 1817. As this statement is founded upon 
the applications made to the treasury under the 
acts imposing stamp duties, it is believed to be sub- 
stantially correct. The average dividends upon 
, which the stamp duty was paid, during those years; 
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amounted to about 7t per cent, upon the nominal) which has been employed to determine the specie* 
amount of capital; it is, however, a matter of gene- the whole amount of bank notes, in circulation, may 


ral notoriety, that the dividends upon bank capital, 
actually paid, exceeded that rate, if it is assumed, 
that the dividends declared, and upon which the 
duty was paid, amounted, during those years, to 10 
per cent, then the capital actually paid, in the 
year 1817,insteadofbeing more than §125, 000,000, 
as it is exhibited in statement B, will be found to 
be about §94*000,000; but, when it is recollected 
that, after the first payment required by the char- 
ters of the different banks, they have generally 
gone into operation, it is probable, that a consider- 
able proportion of the remaining payments have 
added nothing to their active capital. This iact be- 
ing assumed, and a deduction being made of the 
amount of permanent accommodation enjoyed by 
the stockholders, in their respective banks, the ac- 
tive bank capital of the United States may be fair 
ly estimated at a sum not exceeding §75,0 j0,000. 
That these deductions ought to be made, in an at- 
tempt to ascertain the real amount of bank capiul, 
cannot, it is presumed, be contested If a stockhol- 
der, to the amount of 10,000, has a permanent ac 
commodation, in the bank, of §8,000, Tie has in fact 
but §2,000 of capital in the bank. This is equally 
true when a portion of his subscription has been 
paid With his own note, however well endorsed: so 
long as the note remains unpaid, it adds nothing to 
the real capital of the bank. 

Such, it is believed, has been the process by 
which the capital of most of the banks has been 
formed, which have been incorporated since the 
commencement of the late war. Since that period, 
banks have been incorporated, not because there 
was capital seeking investment; not because the 
places where they were established had commerce 
and manufactures which required their fostering 
aid; but because men, without active capital, want- 
ed the means of obtaining loans, which their stand- 
ing in the community would not command from 
banks or individuals having real oapital and estab- 
lished credit. Hence, the multiplicity of local banks, 
scattered over the face of the country, in particu- 
lar parts of the union; which, by the d epreciation 
of their paper, have levied a tax upon the commu- 
nities, within the pale of their influence, exceeding 
the public contributions paid by them. 

Statement G presents the condition of the state 
banks from which returns have been received, pr 
have been transmitted by the secretaries of state 
of different states, in conformity with the request 
of the treasury department. By comparing this 
statement with statement B, it will be perceived 
that it is very imperfect. Independently of the 
banks which have been created since the year 1817, 
it will be discovered, that bank capital to the 
amount of more than §18,000,000, comprehended, 
in statement B, is not embraced in it. As the 
amount of bank capittl exhibited in statement C is 
§72,000,000, and its specie §9,828,000, the whole 
specie possessed by the state banks may be esti- 
mated at §12,250,000; if to this sum be added the 
specie in the possession of the bank of the United 
States, and its offices, the specie capital of all the 
banks in the United States may be estimated at 
§15,500,000. There are no means of ascertaining, 
with any degree of precision, the amount of spe- 
cie in circulation; it is probable, however, that it 
does not exceed §4,500,000. Assuming this amount 
to be nearly correct, the whole metallic currency 
of the union may be estimated at §20,000,000. Ap- 
plying the same rule for ascertaining the circula- 
tion of the banks, not embraced by statement C, 


be estimated at §46,000,000. It is probable, how- 
ever, that this estimate is too high; as, according to 
the general practice of banks, all notes issued arc 
considered in circulation, which are not in the pos- 
session of the bank by which they were issued. A 
reasonable deduction being made from the notes ‘ 
supposed to be in circulation, but which are,in fact, 
in the possession of other banks, it is probable that 
the actual circulation, both of paper and specie, is 
less, at this time, than §45,000,000. By the same 
mode of calculation, the whole amount of discounts 
may be estimated at §156,000,000. 

The destruction or loss of the returns madetotho 
treasury, before the year 1816, by the banks in 
which the public money was deposited, prevents 
any satisfactory comparison being drawn between 
their condition before and since that period. Com- 
parative statements, however, have been received 
from sixteen banks in different parts of the union, 
shewing their sitpation on the 30th day of Septem- 
ber, in the years 1813, 1815 and 1819. By state- 
ment D it appears that those banks, at the first pe- 
riod, with a capital of §6,903,262, and with §3,059, 
149 of specie in their vaults, circulated §6,845,344 
of their notes, and discounted to the amount of 
§12,990,975: at the second period, their capital 
was §8,852*371; specie, §1,693,918; circulation, 
§9,944,757; and discounts §15,727,218; and at the 
third period, their capital was §9,711,960; specie, 
§l,726,065;circulation, §4,259,234; and discounts, 
§12,959,560. 

By statement B, already referred to, it has been 
shewn that, in the year 1814, the nominal bank ca- 
pital in the United States exceeded §80,000,000. 
it is understood, that a large addition was made to 
it in that year, in several of the states If it be ad- 
mitted that such addition amounted to §15,000,000, 
the bank capitafin operation, in the year 1813, may 
be stated at §65,000,000. Allowing to this capital 
the same amount of specie, circulation and dis- 
counts, as was comparatively possessed by the 
banks comprehended in statement D, the estimate 
will be, specie §?8,000,000,circulation §62*000,000 
and discounts §117,000,000. In 1815, the bank ca- 
pital had increased to §88,000,000; whilst, upon 
the same principle of calculation, the specie would 
have been estimated at §16,509,000, circulation at 
§99,000,000, and discounts at §150,000,000. Ap- 
plying this principal to the §125,000,000 of bank 
capital in operation during the year 1819, the spe- 
cie possessed by all the banks would amount to 
§21,500,000, circulation §53*000,000, and discounts 
157,000,000 dollars. 

These last results, with the exception ofthedisr 
counts, very materially diifer from those which 
have been obtained by the mode of calculation pre- 
viously adopted. They, nevertheless, furnish mate- 
rials which may be useful in the progress of this en- 
quiry. From them the following deductions may 
be drown: 

1st. That, in the year 1813, the circulation of 
bank notes was nearly equal to the bank capital: 

2d. That, in the year 1815, it exceeded the ca- 
pital by one eighth: 

3d. That, in the year 1819, it was less than the 
capital nearly in the proportion of 1 to 2.5: 

4th. That, whilst the amount of bank capital has 
increased since 1813, from 65 to 125 millions, the 
metallic basis, upon which the circulation of notes 
is founded, has decreased in the proportion of 15.5 
to 28; being equal to 44.6 per cent. 

5th. That the circulation of notes in the ye*T 
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18 19, in proportion to the specie in the possession 
of the banks, exceeded that of 1813, 25.9 per cent. 

6th. That in the year 1815, the discounts, in pro- 
portion to the bank capital employed, exceeded 
those of 1815, in the ratio of 18 to 17, and those of 
1 819, in the ratio of 18 to 12. 

7th. That the increase of bank notes in circula- 
tion, between the years 1813 and 1815, exceeded 
the increase of discounts during the same period by 
4,0o0,0u0 dols. whilst the specie in the vaults of the 
hanks, Wasdimished 11,000,000 dols. 

8th. That, whilst, between the years 1815 and 
1819, an addition of 37, 000,000 dols. has been made 
to the nominal bank capital, but 6,000,000 dols. 
have been added to the aggregate amount of dis- 
counts. 

It is probable, that, between the year 1811 and 
the year 1813, a considerable addition was made to 
the paper circulation of the country. From a re- 
turn of the former bank of the United States, made 
to the treasury in 1808, it appears that, with 
15.300,000 dols. of specie, it circulated only 4,787,- 
00U dols. of notes. Another retnrn made in 1810, 
shew's its condition was not materially changed. 
Shortly after the expiration of its charter, bank 
capital, to a great amount, was incorporated in 
some of the states. The expenditures produced 
by the war, which was declared in 1812, without 
doubt, contributed, in some degree, to produce the 
difference between the condition of the sixteen 
banks already referred to, and that of the former 
bank of the United States. If it be admitted, how- 
ever, that the circulation in J 813 was not redun- 
dant, it must have become excessive in 1815. An 
increase of the ‘currency, in the space of two years, 
in the proportion of 99 to 62, even if it had been 
wholly metallic, could not have failed to have pro- 
duced a very great depreciation, but, when it is 
considered that, not only the increase, but the 
whole circulation consisted of paper, not converti- 
ble into specie, some idea of its depreciation may 
be formed. The depreciation, however, was not 
uniform in every part of the union. The variation 
in the degree of depreciation depended not only 
upon the greater issues of banks in one section of 
the nation, than in others; but, also, upon the local 
advantages which they enjoyed as to commerce It 
is impossible to determine, with precision, where 
the most excessive issue of bank notes occurred. 
Statement E, which exhibits the rate of exchange 
between the principal cities to the east of this 
place and London, and the price of bills at New 
York upon Boston, Philadelphia and Baltimore, 
during the years 1813, 1814, 1815, and 1816, may 
be considered presumptive evidence of that fact. 
So far as it can be relied upon for that purpose, 
Baltimore was the point of greatest depreciation 
among the above mentioned places. This is pro- 
bably true; as it is known that the banks in that 
place fanade greater advance* to the government in 
the loans which it obtained during the late war, in 
proportion to their capital, than those of Philadel- 
phia, New York and Boston. But the greatest de- 
preciation of the currency existed in the interior 
states, where the issues were not only excessive, 
but where their relation to the commercial cities 
greatly aggravated the effects of that excess. 

This statement may also assist in explaining the 
cause of the necessity which existed in 1814, for the 
suspension of specie payments by the banks. From 
the commencement of the war until that event, a 
large amount of specie was taken out of the United 
States by the sale of English government bills, at a 
^discount, frequently of from 15 to 20 per cent. Im- 


mediately after the suspension, they commanded a 
premium in those places where the banks had stt 8 - 
pended payment, which gradually rose to 20 per 
cent, whilst at Boston they remained at a discount 
of about 14 per cent, until February, 1815. 

Whatever may have been the degree of depre- 
ciation of the currency, in 1815, it continued to 
augment throughout the first six months of the 
year 1816, if the rate of exchange with London is 
considered conclusive evidence of that fact. The. 
excessive importations of British merchandize dur- 
ing that period, and in the preceding year, might 
indeed account for the increase of premium paid 
upon sterling bills, and was, probably, one of the 
principal causes of it. The great fluctuations which 
occurred in the latter part of that period, furnish 
some reason, however, for ascribing them, in some 
decree, to changes in the value of the currency, fn 
which their price was calculated, rather than to the 
ordinary principles of exchange. It is more pro- 
bable that the currency in those places where it 
was not convertible into specie, fluctuated in valtie 
according to the efforts which were made, in parti- 
cular places to prepare for the resumption of spe- 
cie payments, than that the balance of payment be- 
tween the two countries should have varied to such 
an extent as is indicated by the sudden variations 
which occurred during that period in the rate of 
exchange. So far as these fluctuations are ascriba- 
ble to the currency in which the rate of exchange 
was determined, a considerable appreciation of 
that currency took place in the last months of the 
year 1816. From that period until the present 
time, the circulation has rapidly diminished; and all 
the evils incident to a decreasing currency have 
been felt in every part of the union, except in some 
of the eastern states. 

If, as previously stated, the circulation of 1813 
be admitted to be the amount required to effect the 
exchanges of the community with facility and ad- 
vantage, and that, in the year 1815, that circulation 
was extended to $99,00o,000, which was, in some 
degree, augmented in 1816, the extent of the di- 
minution of the currency, in the space of three 
years, may be received. But it is probable that 
the currency in 1815 exceeded $99,000,000. The 
banks, upon whose situation that estimate is found- 
ed, were established at a period when the practice 
of dispensing with the payment of those portions of 
their capital falling due after they went into opera- 
tion, had not been generally introduced. Some of 
them did not suspend their specie payments duriog 
the general suspension. The rest were amongthe 
first to resume them, and have continued them to 
the present time. It cannot be expected that banks 
which went into operation during the war, and after 
the general suspension had occurred, were con- 
ducted with an equal degree of prudence and cir- 
cumspection* A reasonable allowance being made 
for bank notes supposed to be in circulation at that 
period, but which were, in faot, in the possession of 
other banks, and for the excess of issues beyond 
the estimate, the circulation may, it is believed, be 
safely calculated at not less than $110,000,000.— 
The paper circulation in 1813 has been estimated 
at $62,000,000. At that period, however, gold and 
silver formed a substantial part of the currency. — 
The condition of the old hank of the United States, 
in 1810, and of the sixteen banks, in 1813, proves 
that the demand for specie from* the vaults of the 
banks was inconsiderable. It is, therefore, proba- 
ble that the whole circulation of 1813 amounted to 
$70,000,000. In 1815, it is estimated to have risen 
to $ 1 10,002,000; and this amount was probably aug 
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then teil in 1816. At the close of 1819, it has been cleat, it is still depreciated. In several of the states 
estimated, upon data believed to be substantially the great mass of the circulation is not even oaten- 
correct, at 845,0u0,000. According to these esti- sibly convertible into specie at the will of the hol- 
xn&tes, the currency of the U. States has, in the space der. During the greater part of the time that 
of three years, been reduced from g 110,000,000 to has elapsed since the resumption of specie pav- 
g45,000,000. This reduction exceeds fifty nine ments, the convertibility of bank notes into specie 
per cent, of the whole circulation of 1815. The has been rather nominal than real in the largest 
fact that the currency in 1815 and 1816 was depre- portion of the union. On the part of the banks? 
dated, has not sensibly diminished the effect upon mutual weakness had produced mutual forbearance* 
the community of this great and sudden reduction. The extensive diffusion of bank 9tock among the 
Whatever was the degree of its depreciation, it was great body of the citizens, in most of the stated had 
still the measure of value. It determined the price produced the same forbearance among individuals 
of labor, and of all the property of the community. To demand specie of the banks, when it was known 
A change so violent could not fail, under the most that they were unable to pay, was to destroy their 
favorable auspices in other respects, to produce own interests, by destroying the credit of the 
much distress, to check the ardor of enterprise, and banks, in which the productive portion of their 
seriously to affect the productive energies of the property was invested. In favor of forbearance 
nation. The reduction was, in fact, commenced was also added the influence of the great mass of 
under favorable auspices. During the year 1817, debtors. Every dollar in specie drawn out 

and in the greater part of 1818, all the surplus pro- of the banks, especially for exportation, induced 
duce of the country commanded, in foreign mar- the necessity of curtailments. To this portion of 
k«ts, higher prices than ordinary. The rate of the community all other evils were light, when corn- 
foreign exchange afforded no inducement for the pared with the imperious demands of bunks. Their 
exportation of specie for the purpose of discharg- exertions to prevent the drain of specie in the pos- 
ing debts previously contracted. The only drain, session of those who controultd their destiny 
to which the metallic currency was subject, was the equalled the magnitude of the evils which were to 
demand for it, for the prosecution of trade to the be avoided. In mopt parts of the Union this fore- 
East Indies and to China. In this trade, specie be- e <l state of things is passing away. The converti- 
ing the principal commodity, and indispensable to bility of bank notes into specie is becoming real 
its prosecution, the amount exported during those wherever it is ostensible. If public opinion does 
years was very great, and seriously affected the not correct the evil in those states where this con- 
amount of circulation, by compelling the banks to vertibility is not even ostensible, it will be the im- 
diminish their discounts. perious duty of those who are invested with the 

Notwithstanding the drains for this commerce, power of correction to apply the appropriate rerne- 

duving these years, was unusually large, every oth- dy. 

er circumstance was favorable to restoration of As the currency is, at least in some parts of the 
the currency to a sound state, with the least possi- union, depreciated, it must, in those parts, suffer a 
ble distress to the community. The capacity of the further reduction before it becomes sound. The 
country to discharge a large portion of the debts nation must continue to suffer until tikis is effected 
contracted with banks, and which had occasioned After the currency shall be reduced to the amount 
tbeif excessive issues, was greater than at any for- which, when the present quantity of the precious 
TOer period, and than it probably will be again for a metals is distributed among the various nations of 
lapse of successive years. The effort to reduce the the world, in proportion to their respective ex- 
amount of currency during those years, though sue- changeable values, shall be assigned to the United 
eessful to a very considerable degree, was not ptfr- States; when time shall have regulated the price of 
sued with sufficient earnestness. In the latter part labor, and of commodities, according to that amount- 
of 1818, when the price of the principal articles of and when pre-existing engagements shall have 
American production had fallen nearly fifty per been adjusted, the sufferings from a depreciated 
cent, in foreign markets; when the merchant need- decreasing, and deficient currency, will be terminat- 
ed the aid of additional loans to sustain him against ed. Individual and public prosperity will gradual- 
the losses 'which he had incurred b> the sudden re- ly revive, and the productive energies of the na- 
duction in the price of the commodities he had ex tion resume their accustomed activity. But, new 
ported; he was called upon to discharge loans pre- changes in the currency, and circumstances ad- 
viously contracted. The agriculturist, who saw verse to the perpetuity of the general prosperity" 
his income reduced below his indispensable neces- may reasonably be expected to occur. So far as 
sides; the manufacturer who was not only strug- the changes depend upon the currency, their re- 
eling against foreign competition, but who saw the currence, to an extent sufficient to disturb the pros- 
sale of his manufactures reduced by the incapacity perity of the nation, would be effectually prevent- 
of his customers to buy; in fact, all classes of the ed, if it could be rendered purely metallic. In that 
community, under circumstances so adverse to the event, we shoiild always retain that proportion of 
command of funds, were subjected to curtailments the precious metals which our exchangeable com- 
wherever they had obtained discounts. modities bear to those of other nations. The cur" 

AH intelligent writers upon currency agree that rency would seldom be either redundant or deii- 
Where it is decreasing in amount, poverty and mi- cient, to an extent that would seriously affect the 
sery must prevail. The correctness of the opinion interest of society. But when the currency is me- 
is too manifest to require proof. The united voice tallic, and paper convertible into specie, changes 
of the nation attests its accuracy. As there is no to such an extent, it is believed, will frequently oc- 

recorded example in the history of nations of a le- cur. J 

• duction of the currency, so rapid and so extensive, The establishment of banks which are restrained 
so but few examples have occurred, of distress so from issuing notes of small denominations, furnishes 
general and so severe, as that which has been ex- great facilities for the transmission of money, and in- 
hibited in the United States. To the evils of a de- creases the efficiency of the capital subject to their 
creasing currency are superadded those of a defi- control, to the extent of the credit employed by 

cient currency. But, notwithstanding it is defi- them. The degree of facility afi'ordedbv them for 
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the transportation or transmission of money, depends 
upon the extent of country within which their notes 
circulate, and preserve a value equivalent to spe- 
cie. Ordinarily, this extent is determined by the 
interior trade of the country; they will circulate 
through the whole extent of countiy, the produce 
of which is carried for sale to the place of their es- 
tublishment. If they are established only in the 
principal commercial city of the nation, their notes 
will circulate through the whole extent of its terri- 
tory, and afford the greatest possible facility for 
the transmission of money. If they are establish- 
ed in several of the commercial cities, their circu- 
lation will be circumscribed by the sections of coun- 
try, the inhabitants of which trade to those cities. — 
The facility for transmitting money will be diminish- 
ed by their establishment. Dut if banks should be 
established in all the interior towns, this facility 
would be impaired to a still greater degree. In 
that event, their notes would circulate within vety 
narrow limits; but, within those limits, the notes of 
the banks in the commercial cities would no longer 
form part of the circulation. Should they, by acci- 
dent, be carried within it, the first individual having 
remittances to make, and into whose hands they 
might come, would use them for that purpose. 

The degree of credit which a bank can employ, 
in proportion to its capital, depends upon a varie- 
ty of circumstances. If the community reposes 
great confidence in the prudence and integrity of 
those who direct its concerns; if the capital employ- 
ed is small in proportion to the demand for the 
transmission of money; if there is no other bank, 
whose local situation repels its circulation from 
those sections of country, the produce of which is 
ultimately carried to the place where it is establish- 
ed, the credit which it will be able to employ will be 
very great. Where all these facilities arc wanting, 
the extent of the credit which it will employ will be 
very inconsiderable. The additional efficiency which j 
in the latter case, will be imparted to capital in- 
vested in banks, will, it is believed, not countervail 
the evils which necessarily result from their estab- 
lishment. 

Among the advantages which have been suppos- 
ed most stropgly to recommend their establishment, 
especially in a community whose resources are ra- 
pidly expanding, their capacity suddenly to increase 
the currency to the utmost demand for it, has been 
considered the most important. 

In a country where the currency is purely me- 
tallic, no considerable addition can be made to it, 
without giving, at the time of its acquisition, arti- 
cles in exchange of equal value. No addition can 
be made to the currency without affecting, to the 
extent of such addition, the enjoyments of the 
community. The amount so added will, to the 
same extent, diminish the quantity of articles which 
would otherwise be imported into the country for 
domestic consumption, or for re-exportation. 

Ordinarily, the currency of one country will not 
be exported to another, because its value in every 
country is nearly the same. It will not, therefore, 
Tike other commodities, command a commercial 
profit upon exportation. It will be taken from one 
country to another, only when the price of commo- 
dities in the former is so high as to produce a loss 
in the latter, equal to the expense of transporting 
specie. It is this condition, annexed to every ac- 
quisition to the currency of a state, when it is pure- 
ly metallic, of diminishing, to the same extent, the 
enjoyments of the community, which affords the 
most efficient protection against its becoming re- 
dundant. It is equally efficient in guardingagainst 


a deficiency, to an extent that can seriously affec 
the interest of the community. Dut this condition 
is not annexed to the increase of the currency, by 
the issue of bank notes, even when convertible into 
specie. The notes, by which % he currency is sud- 
denly augmented, do not, in any degree, diminish 
the enjoyments of the community. No equivalent 
is, by such issue, transferred to another communi- 
ty, as is invariably done when an acquisition is made 
to a metallic currency Whenever the currency can 
be augmented, exempt from such transfer, it must 
be subject to some degree of fluctuation in quanti- 
ty. Every addition made to the currency by the 
issue of bank notes, changes the relation which 
previously existed between the amount of the cur- 
, rency, and tbe amount of the commodities which 
are to be exchanged through its agency. — Their is- 
sue depends not upon receiving, in exchange, arti- 
cles of equal value; but, upon a pledge of the credit 
of one or more individuals, to the amount of each is* 
sue. No evil ctn result to the community from the 
advance of the capital of a bank in exchange for the 
credit of individuals. In that case, no addition is 
made to the amount of the currency previously in 
circulation. It is perfectly immaterial to society, 
whether this capital be lent by individuals or by 
corporations. The relation between the currency 1 
and the exchangeable commodities of the state 10 
not disturbed. But, when their credit is greatly 
extended, the currency is expanded, and that rela- 
tion is deranged. An expansion of the currency, 
through the agency of banks, will generally occur 
only in periods of prosperity. During such peri- 
ods, exterprize will be fostered, industry stimulat- 
ed, and the cojnfort and happiness of the people 
advanced without the fictitious aid of an expansive 
currency. But there can be no doubt that a sud- 
den increase of the currency during periods of 
prosperity, through the agency of bank issuer, 
gives additional force and activity to the nationai 
enterprise Such an increase will be followed by a 
general rise in the value of all articles, especially 
of those which cannot be exported. — The price of 
lands, houses, and public stock will be augmented, 
in a greater degree, than if no such increase had 
taken place. 

If these prices could be maintained; if they could 
even be protected against sudden reduction, they 
would be cause of gratulation rather than of com 
plaint. But, the expansion of the currency by the 
issue of paper, in a period of prosperity, will inevi- 
tably be succeeded by its contraction in periods of 
adversity. The extent to which the currency may 
be contracted, through the agency of banks, de- 
pends upon the use which they may have nude of 
their credit. The excess of their discounts beyond 
their capital actually paid, determines the amount 
of the credit which they have employed. Thus, in 
1813, the capital of the banks in the United States 
has been estimated at 65,000.000 dots, and their 
discounts at 117,000,000 dols. The extent to which 
their credit was then employed was 52,000,000 dels. 
Their circulation, at the same period, has been es- 
timated at 63,000,000 dols. In this estimate no al- 
lowance was made for notes stated to be in circuta* 
tion, but which were probably ip the possession ef 
other banks. A reasonable deduction being made 
on that account, it is probable that the paper cir- 
culation did not much exceed 53.000,000 dols. But 
the liability of the banks for specie* was equal to 
the whole amount of notes represented to be in 
circulation, besides the individual deposites. To 
meet an immediate demand, they are estimated to 
have had 8,000,000 dols. in specie. If the de- 
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posites of individuals should be estimated at 
18,000,000 dols. their ultimate means of meeting 
the demand of 62,000,000 dols. without sacrificing 
their capital, would consist of 19,000,000 dols. in 
specie, and 52, 000,000 doLs. secured by the notes 
of individuals; this sum being the excess of their 
discounts over their capital. Under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, the basis upon which the credit of this 
circulation rested, might be considered sufficient 
to sustain it. A debt of 117,000,000 dols. could not 
under the most adverse circumstances, be consider- 
ed inadequate to meet one of 52*000,000 dols. But, 
in the case of currency, the capacity of ukimato 
redemption is not sufficient. The capacity to re- 
deem it as it is presented is indispensable. When- 
ever the public confidence, in this capacity, is im- 
paired, an immediate demand for specie will be 
created; and, if it is not promptly met, deprecia- 
tion will ensue. But, even in circumstances in some 
degree adverse io the operation of banks, if their 
discounts consisted principally of notes founded 
upon real transactions, in which the idea of renew- 
al was excluded; and if specie formed a consider- 
able proportion of the circulation, the capacity of 
the banka to meet the demands upon them for spe- 
cie, might have been sufficient to sustain the credit 
bf the currency. If, on the other hand, the debts 
due to the banks consisted chiefly of fixed or per- 
manent loans, generally denominated accommoda- 
tion paper; if specie had been banished from cir- 
culation, by the issue of dollar notes, the suspen- 
sion of payment by the banks could not fail to be 
the result of any considerable pressure upon them 
for specie. In the former case, as their notes 
should be withdrawn from circulation, they would 
gradually be reduced to the demand for them for 
the transmission of money. If the effort to with- 
draw them should be continued beyond that point, 
specie, would be paid into the banks by their deb- 
tors, in preference to bank notes; and the just pro- 
portion between the paper circulation, and the spe- 
cie in their vaults, would be promptly restored. In 
the latter case, as the debts due to the banks would 
not, according to the understanding of the parties, 
become due at short intervals, the only mode of 
meeting the increasing demands upon them for 
specie would be to require of the whole mass of 
debtors the payment of a fixed proportion of the 
sums due by them. As the circumstances which 
would require this measure, on the part of the 
banks, would generally affect the community in the 
same degree; the capacity of their debtors to meet 
this demand would generally be found to be in an 
inverse ratio to the demand. The demand itself 
being inconsistent with the impression under which 
the debt was contracted, would be resisted in eve- 
ry case, where the interest of the debtor would be 
subserved by delay. As specie formed but an in- 
considerable part of the currency, the reduction of 
the paper circulation would have to be carried to a 
greater extent than in the former case. A just pro- 
portion between the paper circulation and the spe- 
cie necessary to support it, could be obtained only 
by the p .sitive reduction of the form eT, as it would 
be impracticable to increase the latter, while the 
demand continued. — Under such circumstances, 
the suspension of payment would be the probable 
result. 

Such, in fact, were the circumstances under 
which the suspension in 1814 occurred. 

The injudicious multiplication of banks, where 
eapital in that form to some extent, might have 
been useful; the establishment of them where they 
only could be injurious! the permission to issue 




dollar notes, by which specie was banished from 
; circulation; and the demand for specie for export- 
ation which existed during the years 1813 and 
1814, imposed upon the banxsin the middle, south- 
ern and western states, the necessity of suspending 
payment. A longer effort to discharge their notes 
in^specie would not only have been ineffectual, but 
would certainly have postponed, to a more remote 
period, the resumption of specie payment*. The 
evils which have resulted to the community from 
that suspension have certainly been great: but, 
it may well be doubted, whether others of equal 
magnitude would not have been suffered, if that 
event had not occurred. The extent to which the 
currency must have been reduced, in order to have 
avoided the suspension, could not have failed, at 
any period, to produce great embarrassments and 
distress to the community. But, in a timp of war; 
when the country was invaded; when the public 
safety required that the energies of the nation 
I should be fully developed, a sudden and extensive 
j reduction of the currency, by any cause whatever, 

I would have been fatal. Under such circumstan- 
I ces, the demand for currency would have been tod 
| imperious to be resisted. It would, from necessity, 
have been supplied by the issue of treasury notes. 

The fact, that, in a small portion of the union, 
specie payments were continued, cannot be admit- 
ted as evidence, that it was practicable throughout 
the nation. In that part of the country, ^he extent 
sive bank issues, consequent upon loans to the gov- 
ernment™ the middle states, had not occurred. For- 
eign trade, which, in other parts of the union, was 
nearly annihilated, still preserved there a languid 
existence, through the permission or connivance 
of the enemy. These circumstances could not fail 
to enable the banks, in the eastern states, to con- 
tinue specie payments longer than those of the 
middle, southern, and western states. Iq an effort 
to preserve their credit, they would, inevitably, 
be the last that would fall. In such a struggle, 
however, they must have failed, had not the circula- 
tion of the paper of their weaker neighbors and 
the issues of treasury notes come to their" aid. But 
for this adventitious assistance, wholly unconnected 
with the wisdom and foresight of their directors, 
specie payments must have been suspended there, 
or the best interests of the community have been 
sacrificed. From that period, until the resumption 
of specie payments in the early part of 1817, trea- 
sury notes, and the notes of the banks which bad 
suspended payment, formed the great mass of cir- 
culation in the eastern part of the union. Specie^ 
or the notes of banks which continued to pay specie, 
formed no part of the receipts of the government 
in Boston and the districts east of that town, until 
about the close of the year 1816. 

In all great exigencies, which in the course oF 
human events, may be expected to arise in every 
nation, the suspension of payment by banks, where 
the circulation consists princi pally ofF bank notes,' is 
one of the evils which ought to be considered as 
the inevitable consequence of their establishment. 
Even in countries where paper does not form the 
principal part of the circulation, such an event 
w.ll sometimes happen. In the year 1797, when 
the restriction was imposed upon the bank of 
England, the average of its circulation, for several 
successive years, was about 10,000,000/. sterling, 
whilst the metallic currency was estimated at 30, 
000,000/. Yet m that country, whose trade in the 
time of war, through the protection of its fleets, 
was ra her ' xp.*ndea than contracted, it waa found 
■ necessary to authorise the bank to suspend payment. 
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tvhich suspension, after a lapse ot twenty-three 
years, still continues. When the existence ot banks 
depends upon the authority that regulates the cur- 
rency, it may be practicable to impose salutary 
checks against excessive issues of paper during 
suspension: and in some degree to guard against an 
excessive issue of the currency. But, w lure these 
institutions are created by an authority having no 
power to regulate the currency, and, especially, 
where they are created by a great variety of au- 
thorities independent of each other, and practi- 
cally incapable of r.cting in concert, it is manifest 
that no such checks or restraints can be imposed 
It is impossible to imagine a currency more vicious 
than that which depends upon the will of nearly 
four hundred banks, entirely independent of each 
other, when released from all restraint against ex- 
cessive issues. By the term currency, the issue of 
paper bv government, as a financial resource, is 
excluded. Even such an issue, in a state where 
the reign of law is firmly established, and public 
opinion controls the public councils, would be 
preferable to a currency similar to that which ex- 
isted in some parts of the United States, during the 


districts, has greatly improved the general appeal 
ance of the country, is not denied. Comfortable 
mansions, and spacious barns, have been erected; 
lands have been cleared and reduced to cultivation; 
farms have been stocked and rendered more pro- 
ductive, by the aid of bank credits. But these im- 
provements will eventually be found, in most cases, 
to effect the rain of the proprietor. The farm, 
with its improvements, will frequently prove une- 
qual to tlie discharge of the debts incurred in its 
embellishment. Such, in fact, is the actual or ap- 
prehended state of things wherever banks have 
neen established in the small inland towns and vil- 
lages. Poverty and distress are impending over 
the heads of most of those who have attempted to 
improve their farms by the aid of bank credits. So 
general is this distress, that the principal attention 
of the state legislatures, where the evil exists, is, at 
this moment, directed to the adoption uf measures 
calculated to rescue their fellow citizens from the 
inevitable effects of their own indiscretion. If, in 
affording a shield to the debtor, against the legal 
demand of his creditor, the axe shall be applied to 
the root of the evil, by the annihilation of banks 


general suspension, and which now exists in some where they ought never to have existed, the inter- 
of the s'ates. This truth has been practicably de*|ference, however doubtful in point of policy or 


monstrated, by the redemption of the whole of the 
treasury notes, issued during the war, within the 
short space of about two years after the peace; 
whilst a large amount of bank notes issued during 
the suspension are yet unredeemed and greatly de- 
preciated. 

There can be no doubt, that a metallic currency; 
connected with a paper circulation, convertible 
into specie, and not exceeding the demand for the 
facile transmission of money, is the most conve- 
nient that can be devised. When the paper cir- 
culation exceeds that demand, the metallic curren- 
cy to the amount of the excess will be exported, 
and a liability to sudden fluctuations to the same 
extent will be produced. 

If banks were established only in the principal 
commercial eities of each state; if they were re- 
strained from tlie issue of notes ot small denomina- 
tions; if thev should retain an absolute control over 
one half of their capital, and the whole of the cre- 
dit which they employ, by discounting to that 
amount nothing but transaction paper payable at 
short dates; the credit and stability of the banks 
would, at least, be unquestionable. Their notes 
could always be redeemed in specie on demand. 
The remaining part of their capital might be ad- 
vanced upon long credits to manufacturers, and 
even to agriculturalists, without the danger of be- 
ing under the necessity of calling upon such debt- 
ors to contribute to their relief, if emergencies 
should occur. Such debtors are, in fact, unable'lo 
meet sudden exigencies, and ought never to accept 


principle, may, eventually, be productive of more 
good than evil. 

The general system of credit, which has been in- 
troduced through the agency of banks, brought 
home to every man’s door, has produced a fictitious 
state of things, extremely adverse to the sober, 
frugal, and industrious habits, which ought to be 
cherished in a republic. In the place of these vir- 
tues, extravagance, idleness, and the spirit of gam- 
bling adventure have been engendered and fostered 
by our institutions. So far as these evils have 
been produced by the establishment of banks, 
where they are not required, by the omission to 
impose upon them wholesome restraints; and by 
the ignorance or misconduct of those who have 
been entrusted with their direction, they are be- 
lieved to be beyond the control of the federal go- 
vernment. Since the resumption of specie pay- 
ments, measures have been adopted in some of the 
states to enforce their continuance; in others, the 
evil has been left to the correction of public opi- 
nion. There is, however, some reason to appre- 
hend, that the authority of law may be interposed 
in support of the circulation of notes, not converti- 
ble into specie. 

But the federal government has, by its- measures, 
in some degree, contributed to the spirit of specu- 
lation, and of adventurous enterprise, which, at thia 
moment so strongly characterise the citizens of this 
republic, the system of credit, which, in the infancy 
of our commerce, was indispensable to its prosperi- 
ty, if not to its existence, has been extended at a 


of advances from banks, but upon long credits, for period when the dictates of sound discretion seem- 
which timely provision may be made. The latter i ed to require that it should be shortened. The cre- 
olass, of all others, is the least qualified to meet the idit given upon the sale of the national domain has 
sudden demands which a pressure upon banks com- 1 diffused this spirit of speculation and of inordinate 
pels them to make upon their debtors The re- enterprise among tlie great mass of our citizens, 
turns of capital invested in agriculture are too slow The public lands are purchased, and splendid towns 
and distant to justify engagements with bauks, ex- jerected upon them, with bank credits. Every thing 
oept upon long credits. If the payment of the is artificial. The rich inhabitant of the commercial 
principal should be demanded at other periods (cities, and the tenant of the forests, differ only in 
than those at which the husbandman receives the! the object of their pursuit. Whether commerce, 
annual reward of his toil, the distress which would splendid mansions, or public lands, be tlie object of 
result from the exaction would greatly outweigh ’desire, the means by which tlie gratification is to 
any benefit which was anticipated from the loan. be secured, are bank cred its. 

That the establishment of banks, in agricultural I [To be continued.] 
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The proceedings of congress are interesting. 
Both houses ?eem to have resolved on the despatch 
uY business. There is a considerable quantity of 
debate, but of the right sort— no set-speeches to 
wear out each others patience and waste the pub- 
lic time. Though there is an active and numerous 
body in favor of retrenchment, it do«& not appear that 
much will be done to suit the government to the 
condition of the nation: still, at this moment, we 
should deem it inexpedient to impair the effective 
forqe of the army and navy. The report of the com- 
mittee on foreign relations is important. Several 
letters to the editor express an opinion that a ma- 
jority is at present opposed to a seizure of the 
"Florida*. See the article on this subject, page 46. 

(£y*The report of the secretary' of the treasury, 
on a national currency, &c. is so continued as to 
avoid a break when the volume is bound up, as it is 
our custom to dispose of long articles: we shall con- 
clude it, with the tabular statements, next week. 
The original and miscellaneous matters commence 
in page 45. 

g^*We have very late and highly interesting 
news from Europe. We have spent much time ih 
collecting, out of a mighty mass of matter, the ap- 
parent facts useful to be known and preserved, as 
the history of our own times. 

(j^A supplement will be published next week, 
to relieve ourburthened files a little and bring up 
lee-way. “One of the people,” hereafter. 

Relatione -with Spain. A heavy pamphlet relative 
to our affairs with Spain, and also two interesting 
letters from the secretary of state to the chairman 
t>F the committee on foreign relations, have reach- 
ed us. The former was prepared to be noticed in 
abstract, and the latter inserted in extenso, in this 
sheet, but nece»rity t in the mechanical department, 
baa compelled the postponement of these things 
until next week. I he pamphlet throws little, if 
any, additional light on our concerns with Spain. — 
Nor is any prospect held out as to a termination of 
negociation. The letters from Mr. Adams, in an 
swer to certain questions proposed by the commit- 
tee, amount to this- that the treaty is supposed 
binding on the king of Spain,' like a covenant to 
convey lands by an individual. He also intimates 
that ptobably a reason why the treaty has not been 
ratified, was in a desire that the U. S. should stand 
pledged not to recognize the independence of the 
South American provinces^ though such a pledge 
liad been decisively refused long since. He gives us 
to understand that some prospective views of the 
policy of the French and Russian governments have 
been obtained — they are favorable to a little further 
exercise of our patience. The secretary does not 
exM# that in the event of a war with Spain, any of 
tfeelBifrope&n powers will interfere— -but concludes 
titttitne greatest reliance of Spain would be in the 
employment of privateers fitted out and manned by 
the people of other countries. 

BBFORTOF THE ftSCH START OF THE TREASURY. 


[ Continued from page 40. ] 

Tbis state otiftfogs is no less unfriendly to the 
dtffttfon of our Republican institutions, than it is ad- 
verse bathe developement df our nationaienergies, 
Vex. XY11I. ft. 


when great emergencies shall arise; for, upon such 
occasions, the attention of the citizen w'dl be di- 
rected to the preservation of his property frbtn the 
grasp of his creditors, instead of being devoteH^o 
the defence of his country. Instead of being abhs 
to pay with promptitude the contributions necessa- 
ry to the preservation of the state, he will be induc- 
ed te chum the interference of the government to 
pfbtect him against the effects of his folly and ex- 
travagance. 

Thiaoaighthot to be the condition of a republic, 
when menaced* by foreign force, or domestic com- 
motion. Such, it is apprehended, will be the con- 
dition of the United Stales, if the course which has 
been pursued since the commencement of the late 
war is not abandoned. Since that period, it is be- 
lieved, the dumber of banks in the United States 
has been more than doubled They have been es- 
tablished in the little inland towns and villages, and 
have brought distress and ruin upon the inhabitants. 
When the cause and die extent of the evil is known, 
no .doubt is entertained that the appropriate reme- 
dies will be applied by those, who, in our complex 
form of govern rhent, are invested with the necessa- 
ry authority. 

But the resolution requires the secretary of the 
treasury “to report such measures as, in his opini- 
on, may be expedient to procure and retain, a suf- 
ficient quantity of gold and silver coin in the Uuit- 
ed States.” 

It has already been suggested that, if the cur- 
rency was purely metallic, or connected with paper 
convertible into specie, to the extent only of the 
demand for the transmission of money, the United 
States would retain that proportion of the precious 
metals which the value of their exchangeable com- 
modities bore to those of ether states. But, if paper 
can be made t& circulate independent of its em- 
ployment in the transmission of funds, gold and sil- 
ver, to the same extent, will be exported. If pa- 
per will be received and employed generally as 
the medium of exchange, and especially if it is is- 
sued in bills of*«in{Ul denominations, the amount of 
specie.wliich will be'>mported,wiUbe greater in pro- 
portion to the paper in circulation. If this position 
be correct, the power of congress will be sufficient 
to retain any considerable portion of gold and silver 
in the United States. Bank notes, from one dollar 
to those of large denominations, have circulated, 
and, it is presumed, will continue to circulate, in- 
dependent of its authority. As long as bank note* 
will be received as a substitute for specie, the quan- 
tity of specie, necessary for currency, will be small, 
and may be easily retained without the aid of go- 
vernment. But the demand for specie, where the 
, circulation is principally paper, is extremely fluc- 
tuating When there is but little or no demand for 
it, the temptation to increase their discounts, by 
the issue of more paper, is too strong to be resisted 
by banks. Whep a demand for specie arises, the 
currency has to be suddenly diminished by the con- 
traction of their discounts. Fluctuation in the 
amount of the currency, produced by this means, is 
the principal mischief to be remedied. These fluc- 
tuations wjll frequently occur in even* state, where 
the currency is prine’p: G. t *per convertible into 
coin. In the United ota,e% where the specie ex* 
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ported, as a primary article of commerce, to the 
East Indies, and to China, bears sp large a propor. 
tion U> the metallic currency of the country, that 
they must not only be more frequent than in states 
where no sueh commerce exists, but more exten- 
sive iri their effects.- The demand created for Span- 
ish milled dollars, by the exportation of specie, in 
the prosecution of this trade has, without doubt, 
caused their importation to an extent which other- 
wise would not have occurred. As this demand is 
in some degree contingent, the supply will also be 
contingent. When it exceeds the demand, the 
banks will be tempted to new issues of paper. When 
it is deficient, the deficiency will be drawn from 
banks, and will cause a sudden diminution of the 
currency. If this diminution could be limited to 
the amount of the deficiency thus drawn from the 
banks, the evil would be w»greaterthan if the cur- 
rency were metallic. But this is nbttfie fact. When 
the paper circulation is returned * upon the banks 
for specie, prudence requires that an effort should 
be made to preserve the same proportion between 
the specie in their vaults and their notes in circula- 
tion, as existed at the moment the pressure com- 
menced. If the paper in circulation should be three 
times the amount of specie in the possession of the 
banks, a demand upon them for 1,000,000 dols. of 
specie, would produce a diminution of 3,000,000 
dolst in the currency, if the specie should be ex- 
ported, and of 2,000,000 dols. if it remained in the 
country, ft is even probable that the campara- 
t?ve diminution would exceed this ratio. As the 
demand increased, apprehensions would be excit- 
ed for the credit of the banks; the exertions produc- 
ed by that apprehension, would correspond with 
the magnitude of the evil to be avoided, rather 
than with the positive pressure. This, it is pre- 
sumed, would be the effect of such an emergency, 
where banks had not become familiarized with 
bankruptcy, and were not countenanced by society 
in a course of conduct which, in, private life, would 
be considered dishonest. 

If, by any constitutional exercise of the powder of 
congress, banks can be restrained, 1st. From issu- 
ing notes of small denominations: and 2d. From ex- 
cessive issues when their notes are not returned 
upon them for specie, fluctuations in the currency 
to an extent to derange the interests of society 
may be prevented. But if the imposition of these 
restraints are net within the constitutional powers 
of congress, the evils which have been suffered for 
the want of those restraints, must continue, until 
the present system of banking shall be abandon- 
ed. 

In an enquiry into the state of the currency, the 
consideration of the coinage is necessarily involv- 
ed. The principle* upon which the coinage of the 
United States has been established, are substanti- 
ally correct. The standard fineness of the gold 
coinage corresponds with the coinage of England 
aud Portugal, t he standard of the silver coinage 
differs but little from that of Spain. The American 
dollar is intrinsically worth about one per cent, 
less than the Spanish milled dollar. This differ- 
ence, if the Spanish dollar had not heen made a le- 
gal tender, might have secured to the nation a more 

{ permanent use of its silver coinage. American dol- 
ars would not be exported, as long as Spanish dol- 
lars could be obtained for that purpose, a* a reason- 
able premium. If this latter coin was not a legal 
tender, the banks might afford to import it, and 
might sell, at a fair premium, the amount which 
might be required of them for the China and East 
India trade. 


The relative value of gold and silver has been 
differently established in different nations. It has 
been different in the same nation at different peri- 
ods. In England, an ounce of gold is equal in value 
to about 15-2 ounces of silver. In France, it is 
equal to 15-5; and, m Spain and Portugal, to 16 
ounces. In the United States, an ounce of gold is 
equal to 15 ounces of stiver. But the relative va- 
lue of these metaU in the markets, frequently dif- 
fers from that assigned to them by the laws of dif- 
ferent civilized states. It is believed that gold, 
when compared with silver, has been, for many 
years appreciating in value; and now, every where 
commands in the money markets, a higher value 
than that which has been assigned to it in states 
where its r elative value is greatest. If this be cor- 
rect, no injustice will result from a change in the 
relative value of gold and silver, so as to make it 
correspond with their relative marketable value. IF 
gold, in relation to silver, should be raised five per 
cent, one ounce of it would be equal to 15.75 or 15 
3-4 ounces of pure silver. This augmentation in its 
value would cause it to be imported in quantities 
sufficient to perform all the functions of currency. 
As it is not used to any considerable extent, as a 
primary article of commerce, the fluctuations, fre 
which" the silver currency is subject from that 
cause, would not affect it. It would be exported 
only when the rate of exchange against the coun- 
try should exceed the expense of exportation. Ire 
ordinary circumstances, such a state of exchange 
would not be of long continuance. If the currency 
of the United States must, of necessity, continue to 
be paper, convertible into specie, an increase of 
the gold coinage, upon principles which shall afford 
the least inducement to exportation, is probably 
the most wholesome corrective that can be applied, 
after the rigid enforcement of that convertibility. 

The copper coinage is believed to be susceptible * 
of improvement. Copper itself is too massive to 
serve the purposes of change. One hundred cents 
are too cumberous to be carried, and used in the 
numberless transactions which daily occur between 
individuals. Coin, compounded ot silver and cop- 
per, of from one to ten cents, would be much more 
suitable for that object. This kind of coinage has 
been adopted in other countries, with great advan- 
tage. 

It lias, however, been objected to this coinage— 

1. That, as compounded metals are much harder 
than the component ingredients, it would be dif~ 
ficult, and consequently expensive to work. 

2. That the coin itself would be of little or no in- 
trinsic value: copper or brass being of superior va- 
lue in the manufactures- to which it might be ap- 
plied. And that the public would scarcely sub- 
mit to the circulation of a coin so worthless. 

3. That it might be be counterfeited* by a compo- 
sition of zinc and copper. 

After giving to these objections their due weight 
it is believed, that a change of this nature, in the 
copper coinage, would be beneficiak Although the 
expense of such coinage would be twice as much ax 
that of an equal number of silver coin, still it might 
be advantageous. Small change, both of silver and 
copper, may be abundant in Philadelphia, the seat 
of the mintp but it is not generally so elsewhere. If 
if were, tickets of6£, 10, 121, 25, and 50 cents, issu- 
ed by mayors and corporation officers, and dollar 
bills torn in two pieces, for the purposes of change, 
would not be employed for that purpose. This 
single fact is an answer to the second objection. 
The fractional parts of a dollar are so indispensable 
in the transactions of individuals, that any thing 
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\vhich assumes that character will be employed* If 
the tickets which, at this moment, form so great a 
portion of the change of this city, and of various 
Other places, are employed for that purpose, it is 
inconceivable that the community should refuse to 
permit a compound coin, of silver and copper to 
circulate, containing the intrinsic value which it re- 
presents, merely because* for manufactures* it will 
not be worth more than brass or copper, and that 
the expense of refining will be equal to the value of 
the silver. Change* that is, the tVactional parts of a 
dollar, is so indispensable to the community* that 
its inapplicability to manufactures, and its exemp- 
tion from liability to exportation* instead of form- 
ing objections, are recommendations in its favor. 
The objection that this coin may be easily coun- 
terfeited. Is, if it cannot be obviated, entitled to 
great consideration. As has been before stated, 
•this compound coinage has been successfully prac- 
tised in other states. If compound metals are much 
harder than their component ingredients, may not 
a sufficient security against counterfeiting be de- 
rived from that circumstance? The dimensions and 
power of the machinery, which constitute one of 
the objections to the Coinage, will render it ex- 
tremely difficult to secure that secresy, and con- 
cealment* which are indispensable to the success of 
the counterfeiter* If this compound coinage should 
not be carried higher than ten cent, or dime 
peice3, the inducement* compared with the danger 1 
of detection, resulting from the magnitude of the 
machinery, would not, it i9 believed, be sufficient to 
eneourage counterfeiting. If, however, it should 
he deemed impracticable to guard against this evil* 
In a coinage composed of silver and copper, an at- 
tempt might be made to obtain a supply of small 
change, by a mixture of silver and zinc. The dan* 
ger of counterfeiting would then be removed.. 

As various plans have been suggested during the 
last twelve months, for alleviating the general dis- 
tress which has prevailed, by the emission of a large 
amount of treasury notes, a few observations on 
that subject will close this part of the report. 

If treasury notes are to be issued for this purpose, 
they will be either receivable in all payments to 
the government, or they will be made redeemable 
at a fixed period. 

1. If they are made receivable in all payments to 
the government* the revenue will, from the time 
that 5,000,000 dols. are issued, be substantially re- 
ceived m them. The government will be imme* 
diately unable to pay the interest and reimburse- 
ment of the public debt in specie, as It becomes 
due. These notes, when compared with the notes 
of the bank of the United States, will be at a dis- 
count. The latter notes, independently of their 
being every where receivable, in all payments to 
the government, are convertible, at the place of 
•heir issue, into specie. They are equal to the 
treasury notes in payment of the revenue, and su- 
perior to them, as they command specie when the 
holder shall desire it. 

If the 14th section of the bank charter was modi- 
fied, so that the notes of the bank and of its offices 
Should be receivable by the government, only when 
tendered where they are made payable, a small 
amount of treasury notes might be issued, and cir- 
culated, without depreciation. In that case, they 
would be used tor the transmission «f money* and 
wotild be in constant demand for that purpose. It 
Is the reception of the notes of the bank of the 
United States, and its offices, by the government, 
saherever they are tendered, that causes them to 
be considered as a good remittance throughout the 


United States. If they should cease to -be so re- 
ceived* a demand for treasury notes to a small 
amount, for the transmission of money* would be 
created, and would preserve them from deprecia* 
tion. if the notes thus issued should be made re- 
deemable at the treasury, in specie, upon demand* 
the amount which might be put and retained in cir- 
culation, would probably exceed, to a considerable 
extent, the sutn demanded for the facile transmis- 
sion of money. Suph treasury notes would, how- 
ever, have no advantage over the notes of the bank 
of the United States, as long as they are receivable 
in all payments to the United States, without refer*- 
ence to the place wh^re they are payable. ItHs 
even probable that they would not be of equal va- 
lue and currency with those notes, as the latter 
would generally be made payable in the principal 
commercial cities, where remittances are continual- 
ly made, whilst the treasury notes would be pay- 
able only at this place. If treasury notes, payble 
in specie, on demand, when presented at this place, 
should be preferred to the notes of the bank of the 
United States* it would be in consequence of the 
abuses which have been practised by banking in- 
stitutions, which have, in some degree, shaken the 
public confidence in the integrity of their direc- 
tion. 

2. If treasuiy notes were to he issued, not re- 
ceivable in payments to the government, but re- 
deemable at a fixed period, they would immediate- 
ly depreciate, unless they bore nearly six per cent, 
interest. In the latter case, they wotild be of little 
more use, as currency, than the funded debt. They 
would not perform the functions of money. 

3. In any case whatever, whether they are re- 
ceivable in payments to the government, or bear 
an interest, and are redeemable at a fixed period* 
they will afford no substantial relief where the dis- 
tress is greatest, unless they should be advanced as 
a loan in . order to alleviate that distress. If they 
are to be issued from the treasury in discharge of 
the demands upon the government, they would 
never reacli those sections of country where relief 
is most required. There* the government already 
collects more than can be expended. One of the 
causes of this distress* is the necessity of transfer- 
ring the public funds from those sections, for the 
purpose of being expended, to those where there is 
no deficiency of currency. 

As a ■ financial resource, the issue of treasury 
notes is justifiable only where the deficiency, which 
they are intended to supply, is small in amount, 
and temporal^ in its nature. As a measure of alle- 
viation, it will be more likely to do harm than 
good. If a sufficient amount of those notes* of any 
description whatever, should be issued* and put 
into circulation where they are most wanted* unh ss 
they were given away, a debt in that part of the 
union would be contracted to the extent of tfie is- 
sue. It might enable the borrowers to pay debts 
i previously contracted, hut their relative situation 
would be the same, unless the currency became 
vitiated by the relief which Was afforded, the ulti- 
mate payment of debt would consummate the ruin 
which the measure was intended to prevent. But 
it is probable that the sums which might be advanc- 
ed, by wav of loan, would, in a great degree, be 
lost. The government is not, from its nature, qua- 
lified for operations of this kind. The general sys- 
tern of credit which has been introduced by the 
agency of banks, and bv the inevitable effect of the 
measures of the general government, has produced 
an artificial state of things, which requires repres- 
sion rather than extension. The issue of treasury 


Digitized by 


Google 



MILES’ REGISTER- MARCHES, 1820— NATIONAL CURRENCY. 


44 


notea, for the purpose of alleviating 1 the general 
distress, would tend to increase this unnatural and 
forced state of things, and give to it a duration 
which it would otherwise never attain. If much of 
the evil resulting from a decreasing currency had 
not already been suffered, there might be some 
plausible reason for urging the issue of treasury- 
notes, as a measure of alleviation. This ground can- 
not be urged in its favor; it is, therefore, indefensi- 
ble, upon the ground of expediency, as well as of 
principle. 

The last member of the resolution assumes, by 
implication, the practicability of substituting, by 
the constitutional exercise of the powers of con- 
gress, a paper currency for that which now exists. 

In considering this proposition, the powerofeon- 
gress over the currency of the United States can- 
not consistently with the respect which is due to 
that body, be either affirmed or denied. It cannot 
be supposed that the house of representatives, in 
adopting the resolution in question, intended, 
through the agency of an executive department of 
the government, to institute an inquiry as to the 
extent of the constitutional authority of a body, of 
which it is only a constituent member. Yet, it will 
necessarily occur to the house that, if the power ot 
congress over the currency, is not absolutely sove- 
reign, the inquiry, whatever may be its immediate 
result, must be without any ultimate utility. The 
genera] prosperity will not be advanced, by demon- 
strating that there is no intrinsic obstacle to the 
substitution of a paper, for a metallic currency, if 
the power to adopt the substitute has been with- 
held from the federal government. Without offer- 
ing an opinion upon the weight to which these 
views would have been entitled, had they been urg- 
ed whilst the resolution was tinder consideration, it 
is admitted that they furnish no ground for declin- 
ing the performance of the duty imposed by its 
adoption. In the discussion of a question of so 
much delicacy and importance, the utmost con- 
fidence is reposed in the justice and liberality of 
those who have rendered it indispensable. 

At tl>e threshold of this enquiry, it is proper to 
observe that, it is deemed unnecessary to present 
an analysis of the motives which led, even in the 
most remote antiquity, to the general adoption, by 
civilizfcd states, of gold, and silver as the standard 
of value; or, of the advantages which have resulted 
from that adoption. The circumstance, to which, 
in the eourse of this investigation, it will be necessa- 
ry to*advert, is the tendency which a metallic cur- 
rency hasto preserve a greater uniformity of value, 
than any other commodity; and the facility with 
which it retumsto that value, whenever, by any tem- 
porary causes, that uniformity has been interrupted. 
No argument will, in this place, be offered in support 
of th is proposition. It is founded in the experience 
of all nations. Us truth, for the present, will there- 
fore be assumed. But, the proposition itself ad- 
mits, that gold and silver, when employed by the 
consent of all civilized states, as the standard of 
value, are subject to temporary variations of value. 
It is equally true, that they are sub ject to perma- 
nent variations. The cause and effect of these 
changes will be considered previously to the dis- 
cussion of the practicability of substituting a paper 
for a metallic currency. 

1st. When by any circumstance whatsoever, a 
greater portion of these metals is found in a par- 
ticular state, than is possessed by other states, hav- 
ing articles of equal value to be exchanged, they 
will, in such state, be of less value than in the ad- 
jacent states. This will be manifested by an in- 


crease in tiie price of the commodities of such states 
This increase of the price will continue until the 
metallic redundancy is exported, or converted into 
manufactures. Whenever this redundancy isdis- 

f iosed of, the currency will return to its former va- 
ue, and the price of other commodities will be re- 
gulated by that value. 

2d. But, the exportation of specie may take place 
where there is no such redundancy. This occurs 
whenever the general balance of trade continues, 
for some time, unfavorable to a particular state. 
The currency then appreciates in value, and the 
price of all other commodities in such state, is dimi- 
nished. As commerce is nothing more than the 
exchange of equivalents, the reduction in the price 
of the articles of such state, and the increased va- 
lue of the currency, will promptly produce a re- 
action; and gold and silver will soon return in the 
quantities required to reduce thoir value to that 
which they maintain in the adjacent states. With 
the return of specie, all other articles will return 
to the prices which they commanded before its 
exportation. Like fluids, the precious metals, so 
long as they are employed as the general measure 
of value, will constantly tend to preserve a com- 
mon level. Every variation from it will be promptly 
corrected, without the intervention of human laws. 
These fluctuations, being temporary in their nature, 
are wholly independent of the permanent causes 
which may effect the value of gold and silver, when 
employed as the general standard of value. They 
will equally occur, whether the quantity of these 
metals, compared with the exchanges which they 
are destined to effect, be redundant or deficient. 
The limits, however, within which* these fluctua- 
tions are confined, are so contracted, that the great 
interests of society cannot be seriously affected by 
them. But this observation* must be understood to 
apply to a currency purely metallic, or, at least, 
when the paper which is connected with it, does 
not exceed the demand for the convenient trans- 
mission of money. 

3d. Gold and silver, when employed by the com- 
mon consent of nations as the standard of value, 
are subject to variations in value from permanent 
causes. When their quantity is increased more ra- 
pidly than the articles which are to be exchanged 
through their agency, their price will fall; or, 
what amounts to the same thing, the price of all 
exchangeable articles will rise. It haS- been ad- 
mitted by all intelligent writers upon this subject, 
that, immediately after the discovery of America, 
towards the close of the fifteenth century, a sudden 
and extensive depreciation in the value of these 
metals occurred; and that, from that time, to the 
close of the eighteenth century, they continued 
gradually to depreciate. This depreciation, it is 
believed, has been accelerated during the last cen- 
tury, as much by the substitution of paper for spe- 
cie, as by the increase in the quantity of those me- 
tals during that period, beyond the demand which 
would have existed for them, &9 currency, had that 
substitution not taken place. The precise effect 
upon the depreciation of these metals, produced 
by the partial substitution of paper, in various 
countries, for a metallic currency, will not now be 
inquired into; but it is generally conceded, that 
the depreciation has been more rapid since that 
substitution, than at any former period; except 
when the accumulated stock of ages in the new 
world was brought into Christendom, and thence 
distributed into every other region where gold and 
silver were in demand. Since the close of the last 
century, doubts have existed, whether those metals. 
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cVcn when employed as currency, have not appre 
ciated in value: and it is contended, by the advo 
cates of a paper currency, that this appreciation 
will probably continue through a long succession 
years, and seriously affect all the oprrutions of the 
civilized world. It is maintained, by these|writers, 
that the demand for currency, at present, through- 
out the world, is greater than the supply which 
the existing quantity of the precious metals will 
afford, without materially depressing the prioe of all 
the objects of human industry and human desires. 
When it is recollected that production is regu 
lated by demand, and that both are directly affect- 
ed by the quantity of currency compared with a 
quantity of articles to be exchanged, it is readily 
perceived than an increase in the currency of the 
world by the substitution of paper, even when con. 
vertible into coin, will increase the quantity of ex- 
changeable commodities in the werld beyond what 
would have existed, had such increase of currency 
not taken place. Under such circumstances, a sud 
den reduction of the currency, by the rejection of 
the paper which had been employed, could not 
fail to derange all the relations of society, by dimi 
nishing the quantity of currency, whilst the articles 
to be exchanged through its agency, would suffer 
no such diminution. An immediate depression in 
the price of all commodities would be the inevita- 
ble consequence of an unqualified return to a me- 
tallic currency, upon the supposition that the quan- 
tity of gold and silver, annually produced, should 
remain undiminished. But, if this return to a me- 
tallic currency, should be attempted at a period, 
when the annual product of these metals, either 
from temporary or permanent causes, should have 
iBoneiderahly decreased, all the great interests of 
society would be most seriously disordered; pro 
perty of every description would rapidly fall in va- 
*rahje; the relations between creditor and debtor 
would be violently and suddenly changed. This 
change would be greatly to the injury of the deb- 
tor; the property, which would be necessary to dis- 
charge his debts, would exceed that which fee had 
received from his creditor; the one would be ruined 
without the imputation of crime, whilst the other 
would be enriched without the semblance of merit, 
Until the engagements existing at the moment of 
such a change are discharged, and the price of la 
bor and of commodities is reduced to the propor- 
tion which it must bear to the quantity of currency 
employed as the medium of their exchange, enter- 
prise ‘of every kind will he repressed, and misery 
and distress universally prevail. When this shall 
be effected, the relations of society, founded upon 
anew basis, will he equitable and just, and tend to 
promote and secure th^ general prosperity. 

Such, k is contended by the advocates of a pa- 
per currency, are the circumstances under which 
the -principal states of Europe are endeavoring to 
return to a metallic currency. For a century past, 
the currency of these states has been greatly in- 
creased by the employment of paper, founded, it 
is true, originally upon a metallic basis. During the 
last twenty years, this paper has ceased to be con- 
vertible into specie; and, as no systematic effort has 
been made to prevrnt excessive issues, it lias be- 
come redundant, and, consequently, depreciated. 
Notwithstanding this depreciation, the production 
of those countries, it is believed, have more rapidly 
increased, than those of countries where a metallic 
currency has been preserved. The first efforts 
that are seriously made by those states to return to 
a metallic curency, will be the repression of enter- 
prize of every description among themselves. It 


will be foreseen that the currency must appreciate, 
and that all other articles must depreciate in value. 
The effects of thi a appreciation of money will be 
first manifested in those states, by the fall of the 
price of all articles which cannot be exported. In 
the progress of these measures, the price of the 
exportable articles will also be effected, by the re- 
duction in the currency employed in effecting their 
exchange. It is even probable that the quantity of 
exchangeable articles will be diminished. Whilst 
the appreciation of the currency is perceptibly ad- 
vancing, the manufacturer will not hazard hiscapi. 

, J n Pacing articles the price of which is rapid- 
ly declining The merchant will abstain from pur- 
chasings under the apprehension of a further r$, 
auction of price, and of the difficulty of re-vending 
at a profit. It is even probable that the interest of 
money will fall, whilst the cry of a scarcity of mp- 
ney will be incessant. Under such circumstances, 
loans will not be required, except to meet debts of 
immediate urgency. None will be demanded for 
the prosecution of enterprises by which the pro. 
duetive energies of the community will be increas- 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


A .comfortable compliment. 

Accompanying the following friendly letter from 
Mr. Magill, on behalf of the -friends of national 
industry • at Middletown, Con. I received a par- 
cel of beautiful cloth, sufficient in qusntity for* 
CT'?‘ e of clothes and pood enough in quail- 
ty for the best man in Christendom- an honorable 
exhibit of the state of the woolen manufacture in 

Connecticut and a testimony of approbation to my- 
self personally, ver.> dear to my heart 

Believing asl do, that ihe interest of our manu- 
facturers is a national interest, and especially so to 
the farmers and planters, as furnishing the best 
market for their surplus productions, — ardently de- 
sirous that the whole resources of our country may 
be rendered subservient to the general wealth and 
prosperity of the republic — and convinced also, 
that public distress and private misery must suc- 
ceed the want of employment, — it is needless to sav 
that whatsoever I can do shall always be done, to 
give to the laboring capacity of the United States, 

permanent and profitable objects to occupy it so 

that every one willing to work unay have it to do. 
and all be enabled earn and enjoy a comfortable 
subsistence. 

Princes an Afierrs may flotiriib or may fade , 

A breath unmake them at a breath has made; 

But a brave yeomanry . their country's pride. 

If onee destroyed, can never be supplied. 

This is something like a pair of couplets impres- 
sed on my memory. Give me an independent popu- 
lace, and we shall have all that is required for a 
good government. They will command a respect 
for their opinions * 

Mr. Magill will please to accept my hearty thanks 
for his interesting compliment, as well as for the po- 
lite manner in w hich he was pleased to introduce 
it to me; and to assure “the friends of national in- 
dustry, at Middletown,*’ that their present is receiv- 
ed in the same liberal spirit in which it was made 

informing them, that I have hadjthe cloth made un 
into garments, dressed in which and seated in 
“FiiEKnoM’s r-HAiti,” r shall oftentimes strive to catch 
and then convey to others, in my plain unlettered 
way, a part of those feelings *vhich, in my opinion, 
ought to be common to my fellow citizens of the 
United States. 
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Middletown, February 25, 18^0. 

Mr. H. Niles, 

Dear sir — In the name of the friends of national 
industry in this town, 1 have the pleasure of for- 
warding you a few yards of Amen can si tpofine blue 
cloth, as an acknowledgment for the important ser- 
vices which they believe you have rendered your 
country, in ably advocating, for a number of years, 
the interest of home trade and home industry. Our 
own government has bestowed so little attention 
on these two subjects, that the people at large are 
now brought to a state of bankruptcy and beggary. 
If the same imbecile policy towards the domestic 
industry of the country which has heretofore pre- 
vailed, is much longer persevered in, our birth j 
right will not sell for a mess of pottage, and our ci- 
tizens almost be glad to hire themselves as la. 
borers to Christophe and Boyer. The cloth we 
send you was made.tt Mr* John R. Watkinson’s ex- 
tensive woolen manufactory in this town, and we 
hope will be acceptable as a specimen of the per- 
fection to which the woolen manufacture has arriv- 
ed in the United States. 

Yours, with much respect and esteem, 

ARTHUR W, MAGIfaL. 


Seizure of the Floridas, 

The committed on foreign relations has offered 
a distinct proposition to the house of representa- 
tives, to authorise and require the president to take 
possession of and to occupy the Spanish provinces 
of Jiast and West Florida; and, as we suppose, to 
carry the late treaty into effect ', in all its parts, as 
Recommended by Mr. Monroe, in his message at the 
opening of the session. 

We have already expressed our ideas quite freely 
on this subject,* and are still decidedly opposed to 
any measure, on the part of the United States, tp 
take immediate possession of the country in ques- 
tion — not because qf any moral duty which we owe 
to Spain, for she has long since forfeited every pre- 
tension to our forbearance or respect— not because 
of the power of Spain to resent the act, for she is 
contemptible; but for the reason that the time seems 
close at hand when the Florulas will fall into our 
possession without an effort, and in a manner which 
cannot be represented as offensive to the laws of 
nations, or be used as a pretext by Great Britain to I 
accomplish tier darling scheme of acquiring Cuba: 
which, in the language of one of her writers, “Me 
apologists for the seizure of the Danish feet at Copen- 
hagen , cannot want an excuse far,- f* 9 if we seize upon 
Florida. 

There is no apprehension that these provinces 
will rim away, nor reason to anticipate their trans- 
fer to another power. We should be willing to re- 
sist the latter at arms, because any such transfer 
must be considered as directly hostile to us; and 
the rightful claim which we have on this country, 
as an indemnity for injuries suffered, cannot be re- 
linquished. But where is the necessity of taking 
the possession now? We have waited long enough 
for justice, and the cup of forbearance is exhausted 
to the dregs. This is most true. Yet, what is tha 
state of the European world — what is our own con- 
dition? The former seems to be in the state of calm 
which precedes an earthquake — there is a fearful 
stillness every where, except the present bustle in 
Spain: are we prepared to disturb this repose, and 
bear the brunt of events that will follow— shall we 
do this that a barren sovereignty may pass into our 

•See fast vol. page 305. fldem, 353. 


hands, a few months sooner than otherwise it wiifr 
be the case? It is evident to every one, that the 
Spanish monarchy is crumbling to pieces— the «o- 
*< 0 /< may become vigorous, but the present govern- 
ment is perishing of its own imbecility — let us wait 
events, standing prepared to profit by them. 

If we possess ourselves of the Floridas, as recoin, 
mended by the president, besides the danger and 
cost of the thing itself we shall assume the pay- 
ment of the five millions of dollars whioh the treaty 
conditioned that we should pay to our own citi- 
zens on account of spoliations, and be compelled to 
recognize the enormous grants made by the king 
to certain of bis favorites, supposed to include all 
the vacant lands in both of the provinces. Certain- 
ly, our courts will not invalidate the act of the sove- 
reign in this respect — he had an undoubted right 
to dispose of the property as he pleased — if, by 
signing the treaty, he had revoked these grants, 
the affair would have stood between him and the 
grantees: but the very bill attached to the report of 
the committee would secure the property to them, . 
in the event of a violent possession of the country 
on our part; which, probably also, we mi^ht have 
to defend in war, We are quite wilbng that 
a sufficient portion of the army of the United 
States, well furnished ,aml properly appointed 
for the purpose, should be located on the borders 
of Florida, with a public undeiwanding that we 
stood ready to occupy the territory <at our own dis- 
cretion. This may be done, and as a measure of' 
precaution ought to be done, without much addi- 
tional expense to us, and without incurring much, 
if any, degree of responsibility to the international 
law— without affording to Great Britain an excuse 
fpr attempting to seize upon Cuba. If this invalua- 
ble island ever becomes her dependency, the effect 
will be oiany times more injurious to us than if she 
possessed the mouths of the Mississippi, lor we 
could not hope to dispossess her of it; and Cuba, 
in the hands of a power like Great Britain, would 
more severely annoy our trade, than it could be 
annoyed by a position on the Mississippi itself. 

It never too*, it never will be, expedient to do 
wrong; yet it may be inexpedient to urge a right. 
Thus we say, “truth is not to be told at afi times” — 
meaning, that though a person should not deviate 
from truth, it is not always necessary to relate it. 
Nor are we disposed to regulate our conduct by • 
an apprehension of what foreign nations may do. 
We can possess ourselves of the Floridas when we 
please, and we will take them, as a matter right, 
when we w>ll. But the great question is. has the 
time arrived at which we ought to act? Mfe believe 
that it it not now, though it Aos been more than once 
and will soon come again , when, as before, reason 
and common sense with a strict regard to justice 
and equity, will require a definitive movement in 
relation to this country. 

Many will advocate the measures recommended 
by the committee on foreign relations, for many 
have speculated upon and are deeply interested in 
the claims against Spain; and some, it is believed, 
have purchased much land in Florida,in anticipation 
of a transfer of its sovereignty. But these are not 
the people who should be respected in a matter 
like' this, liable to produce such important conse- 
quences. Though we hmve no sort of regard for 
the government of Spain, we have much respect for 
the honor of our own. Admit, that we now march 
a force into Florida and seize the sovereignty— in 
what is its principle different from the attack 
upon Copenhagen, or the seizure of the Spanish trea- 
sure ships by the British, without in either case a 
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declaration of war/ it is Vue, a treaty was made 
which ought, as we say, to have been ratified — 
but a sovereign may refuse to ratify the act of j 
liis minister. We hope always to be distinguish- j 
ed for candor and good faith, for frankness and j 
plain dealing. If congress is prepared to punish j 
Spain for her aggressions, and to whip her into, 
an observance of the justice and decency which one 
nation owes to another, by force of arms*— we are 
quite ready to say, agreed; but let us not commit 
a flagrant act of war in a time of profound peace, 
even the Indians within the territory being perfectly 
quiet. Let us declare war openly, or wait events, 
with means in readiness to act as the occasion re- 
quires. 

A rebellion or a revolution (to be hereafter term- 
ed according to its tuccess 1 .) is uow going on in 
Spain. The great port and city of Cadiz is in the 
peaceable possession of those opposed to the king, 
and our belief is, that Ferdinand’s infamous reign has 
already closed. If a liberal government is estaoush- 
ed, no doubt the Floridas will be delivered up to 
us, and it is probable also, that Cuba will assume in- 
dependence, which the people of that island have 
long calculated on doing and which they are able to 
maintain, from tin nature of their country and the 
immense advantages which a free trade to their 
island will confer on any foreign nation of whom 
they shall think it expedient to make a frieiul.— 
The present revenue of Cuba is about Jive ndlliont 
of dollar*, and, under an enlightened regard to its 
vast resources, the white population of the island 
and its revenues might be trebled, or perhaps, qua- 
drupled in less than 20 years. It is now very 
considerable, 9 receiving a Urge addition by emi- 
grants from the United States. 

In the contingency supposed, Cuba would assume 
a new face, as if by the work of enchantment; and 
of all the world, we should be most interested in 
the welfare and prosperity of the island, as deeply 
affecting our own — not so much on account of the 
valuable trade which it would give to us, but as the 
mutter key of the vast gulf of Mexico, the waters 
emptying into which are the means of commerce 
to such a mighty portion of the United States. 

Again we say, let us wait. We hazard nothing of 
honor nor interest by a little longer delay, but may, 
risk much by precipitating ourselves into a contest 
in times like these. The peace of Europe is preca- 
rious — every nation seems to contain within itself 
the elements of revolution, which only want some 
exciting cause to give them effects more prodigious, 
perhaps, than any which we have seen. By refrain- 
ing, we shall be prepared to profit by circumstan- 
ces which we cannot prevent, and proceed to 
strengthen the republic and give it a moral and phy- 
sical force that mutt be respected, and which vill 
preserve us in peace. 


The “Slave question.” 

,The following are extracts of a letter from a gen- 
tleman of great distinction, high in the public 
« confidence, and in his private character, as 1 be- 
- lieve, one of the best of men. The compliment 
paid to me is so much beyond the deserts of the 
article referred to, that 1 have inserted it only 
because it seemed necessary to introduce the in- 
teresting facts that follow, 
pexa sia. — 1 have read with great delight the 
article, “the slave question,” in the Register of 
March 11, 1820. — It is really worth ail, and mure 


•See last vol. p. 418. 


| than ally that has been said in congress on the sub- 
ject. The paragraph, “but the great check to the 
progress,” &c. is particularly just and true. 

1 now own 400 acres of land in Georgia. It is 
on rent. My agent has given me a statement of it * 
product last year, 1819, — via: 

1100 bushels corn, 100 do. wheat, 100 do. oats, 
3000 lbs. cotton, 100 gallons peach brandy —On 
the plantation, 50 hogs, 10 cows, poultry, &c. ad 
libitum . 

Only 130 acres are cleared: my object was rather 
preservation of timber and the log-houses, than any 
profit. 

The above product was from the labor of the 
father fthe tenant) and two of his sons, with one 
yoke of oxen and two horses. Net a slave touched 
the process. For this farm I receive the annual 
rent of $50. 

The above product in market, was fairly worth 
#1600— which is exactly the price 1 paid for the 
land. 

As you and I are, 1 am happy to say, like minded^ I 
am sure you will read this with some satisfaction.' 

Here is a proper place, perhaps, to give the follow*, 
ing extract of a letter from Mr* Jefferson, dated 
Feb. 7, 1820, which was read by a member of 
the house of representatives in his plsce, when 
the question was under discussion. 

“I thank you for your information on the pro- 
gress and prospects of the Missouri question. It is 
the most portentous one which ever yet threaten- 
ed our union. In the gloomiest moment of the ro» 
volutionary war, 1 never had any apprehensions 
equal to that I feel from this source" 

Foreign Articles. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

London daiet of Feb . 7. 

The old king, George William Frederick Guelph, 
died at Windsor castle on the 29th of January. He 
was born on the 24th of May, old stile, (or June 
4, according to the new) 1738; proclaimed king, 
Oct. 26, 1760; married Sept. 8, crowned Sept. 22, 
1761— consequently, he reached the advanced age 
of 81 years, 7 months and 26 days. If we count the 
\ifne as a part of his reign in which a regency has 
acted in his name, he reigned longer than any 
other sovereign who has sat upon the throne of 
England. The Tegency was permanently appoint- 
ed on the 6th of Feb. 1811. Henry III. reigned 56, 
and Edward III. 51 years — he reigned 60. 

His death was officially announced to the lord 
mayor of London, with a request that he would or- 
der the great bell of St. Paul's to be tolled, &,c. 

A cabinet council was held the next day (Sunday) 
when the following instrument was prepared and 
signed — 

“Whereas it hath pleased the Almighty God to 
call to his mercy our late sovereign lord, king 
George the 3d. of blessed memory, by whose de- 
cease the imperial crown of the united kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, is solely and rightfully 
come to the high and mighty prince, George, 
prince of Wales. We, therefore, the lords spiri- 
tual and temporal of this realm, being here assisted 
with those of his majesty's privy council, with num- 
bers of other gentlemen of quality, with the lord 
mayor, aldermen and citizens of London, do now 
hereby with one voice and consent, of tongue and 
heart, publish and proclaim, that the high and 
mighty prince, George, prince of Wales, is now by 
the death of the late sovereign, of happy memory. 
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become our only lawful and rightful liege lord, 
George the 4th, by the grace of God. king of Great 
Britain and Ireland, defender of the faith, &c. to 
whom we do acknowledge all faith and constant 
obedience, with all hearty and humble affection; 
beseeching- God, by whom kings and queens do 
reign, to bless the royal prince, George the 4th, 
-with long and happy years to reign over us. 

Given at the court at Carlton-house, this 30th day 
of Jan. 1830. 

eon save the kiho!” 

Then follows the signature of the privy-council- 
lors, &c. present. 

His majesty, king George IV. then made a deck* 
ration of nis tenderest affection for his native coun- 
try, and of his determination to do all in his power 
to promote the glory and happiness of the king- 
dom. 

The ministers resigned and were re appointed, 
and new oaths were administered to them, as woll 
as to the lords and commons, in parliament, See. 
The usual proclamation, of George IV. as king of 
Great Britain, &c. took place at St. James’ palace, 
Charing Cross and Temple bar, on the 31st of Ja- 
nuary. 

The prince regent, now George IV. has been very 
sick— -the bulletin of his health, of the 6th Feb. 
gays “the king continues better/’ that of the 7th, 
“the king has had a good night.” It is supposed 
that he will inherit his father’s property, and this 
will enable him to pay his debts — if he pleases. 

The king's fourth son, Edward Guelpl), duke 
ef Kent, &c. died at Sidmouth, after a short but 
.‘very severe illness on the 2.M of January. He 
was bom November 2, 1767. Edward was about 
as bad in his young days as the rest of his family, 
but is described as having latterly been a sober, 
temperate and discreet man, willing to do good 
according to his ability He recently married a 
•isterof the prince of Coburg, the widow of some 
German prince, by whom he had a daughter, now a 
few months old, and the apparent heir of England. 
His wife was vtry attentive to lum during his illness, 
and he died in her arms, There Were heavy insur- 
ances ‘on his life, for the security of his creditors, 
for he was indebted in*. princely amount. 

The interment of the late king and his son, it w$* 
expected, would take place on the 16th #f Feb./' 

American produce is very low in England- 12 
asked for Upland cottons, and the stock heavy. 
Ashes 41; rice dull at 17 to 20t. flour at 33t. 6a. to 
359. American 6 per cent, stocks 99 to loO — U. 
S. bank shares 2W. 10#. nearly 95$ dollars 

Upwards of two millions two hundred thousand 
egg* Were imported into England from France, in 
the space of three months. 

Many persons are emigrating to the Cape of Good 
Hope. y 

The British government had a negotiation with 
Spain, for the supply often mi Itions of dollars. At 
the last accounts it was terminated, and late* events 
have, no doubt, defeated it. 

The communication between London and York- 
shire, &c. was completely suspended by the severity 
of the frost. 

It bad been colder in month of January in Eng- 
land, than was ever known before in that -country. 
In the city of London the thermometer stood twen- 
ty -three degrees below the freezing point. At Is- 
lington, the silver in the barometer on the 14th, was 
down into the bowl. ' 

Accounts from Ireland represent a portion of that 
country to be in a dreadful state, from the horrid 
outrages which bad lately been perpetrated. Mur- 


ders of the most horrid description, with robberie 
innumerable, had taken place. In Monterlony a 
man was murdered, his wife’s arm was shattered bjr 
a ball, and the old parent of the house, of the name 
of M’Gurk, roasted alive, to compel him to make a 
confession where his property was concealed.— 
The following counties swarm with murderers and 
robbers, Fermanagh Enniskillen, Donegal, Antrim, 
Waterford, Roscommon, Wexford, King’s County 
I and,Galway. 

A quantify of wool, from New South Wales, was 
| sold at London, on the 14th of January, at more 
than 3s. sterling per lb. The sale averaged a 
higher price than Spanish wool, offered at the samfe 
time. 

A London paper states, that “the report in cir- 
culation, that the tragedy of Coriolanus has been 
prohibited, is not true. Brutus and Venice Pre- 
served have been forbidden.” 

Petitions are getting up ini Ireland, in favor of a 
dissolution of the union with Great Britain! 

Married— In December last, at New-Castle, Eng * 
Mr. Silvertop to Mrs. Pearson. This lady hafe 
been married three times. Her first husband was a 
Quaker, the second a Roman Catholic, and the 
‘ bird is of the established church. Every husband 
was twice her own age; at 16 she married a man 
of 32, at 30 she took one of 60, and now at 42, she 
is united to a man of 84. 

Import* at Liverpool from the United State*. ' 

1 Flour, bbl*. Sice, cash*. Tobacco , hd*. Cotton, bag* 

1817 540,000 195,000 7,861 314,330 

1818 350,000 100,000 110,000 423,500 

1819 43,000 78,000 8,790 366,000 

S ofk*, Feb . 1 —3 per cent, consols 67 5-8. 

State of crime in the metropo/i* of England, in the year 
, 1819. 

In Newgate on the 1st. Jan. 1819— males, 277 — 
females, 107— total 384. Of this number 26 were 
executed for the following offences murder 1; 
high-way robbery 6; burglary 2; house-breaking 1; 
stealing in a dwelling-house 4; unnatural offence 1; 
forgery 1; uttering forged notes 4; stealing post- 
office letters 3; cow-stealing 1; sheep-stealing 1. 

Convicted at the Old Bailey during the year 1819 
—2195. One hundred and eighty-three of whom 
were sentenced to be executed; twenty of this num- 
ber have been executed. 

In Newgate, 1st of Jan. 1820 — males, 248 — fe- 
males, 113— total 361. 

Item* and *crap * of new*. Mr. Cobbett seems to 
be sinking into contempt — he has not been able to 
make “a row” with Paine’s bones; and has offered 
a modest proposal that the people shall give him 
5000L which he will expend for certain purposes, 
not explained, and about which he will not render 
any sort of account! He says it will only require 
60o,00 J persons to give him 2d. each to make up 

the sum! La^ge subscriptions have been made 

for tbe relief of the poor; the distresses of the peo- 
ple are very great though trade is said to be reviv- 
ing, and many of the “radicals” to be returning to 
their employ. The bankers Rotschild & Co. have re- 
ceived nearly 8 toib of silver from the continent.— 
Several pe- sons have been tried for sedition and 
punished by fine and imprisonment. The duke of 
Sussex on the 24th of Jan. joined in a celebration 
in hon i* of the memory of Charles Fox, and he ig 
reproved >»s having sung the chorus of a song 
which runs thus, “Fall tyrants, fall! fall! fall!— these 
are the daysof liberty,” &c. The princess of Wales, 
now queen of England, was at Marseilles. There 
seems to he some difficulty in knowing what to do 
with her— and it is intimated that die present king 
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.will not suffer her to be crowned, which it is said, 
lie uia) do. A fire in Thames-st. London, did damage 
to the amount of 200,000/. — 35 persons lost their 
4ivps in consequence of the breaking 6f the ice at 
Xnottingley, on the ?2d of January.— It appears 
that a parliament, after the close of the session, is 
4lis9o!ved by the decease of a king. The dukes 
of York, darence and Sussex, the duke of Glouces- 
ter and prince Leopold, hare t ken the oath of al- 
legiance of king George IV. An extraordinary cou- 
rier had been sent to Spain. 

PRANCE. 

On the first day of the new-year, the king of 
France received the congratulations of the munici- 
pal body of Paris, when the prefect of the Seine 
expressed to his majesty the wish that it would 
please Heaven to grant him long life. 1 he king 
xeplied to the congratulations ofthe chamber of de* 
pu* es in these words: “We are in peace with all 
Eiirt pe; but we have an enemy to contend with — 
that 8, anarchy.” 

J rome Bonaparte is now established with his 
family at Trieste. 

Lavalette has been pardoned. Bassano has ar- 
rived at Paris. 

The frost has been severe in France and England. 
At Paris on the 11th, the thermometer of the en- 
gineer Chevalier, stood at 11 below 0. The Seine 
was frozen over. 

On first of January last, there was in the bank of 
France, 172 millions [francs] of specie. Twelve 
months previous there was in the same institution 
only 35 millions. 

Letters from Paris state, that the bank of France, 
in consequence of the very limited applications for 
discounts made in the depressed situation of com- 
■ merce, has accumulated a disposeable capital of 170 
millions of francs, nearly seven millions sterling, 
which, st this moment, is in a great degree unpro- 
ductive. — This has led to a reduction of the inte- 
rest on shares held in that institution, to 6 per cent, 
per annum, {he lowest rate permitted by the con- 
ditions on which their charter is held. As the 
shares in the bank of France are now quoted at 
1430, originally issued at 1000 francs, the real inte- 
rest paid is little more than 4 per cent, and at that 
*period when the government securities of the 
country are realizing 7 per cent, per annum The 
directors of the bank of France are now meditating 
a measure which will probably approximate their 
fuqdsand those ofthe country to the same level — 
to obtain the sanction of their proprietors to the 
investment of the portion of their capital, for 
which no commercial demand arises, in the pur- 
chase of rentes; the attempt was made last year, 
and was then rendered abortive by a majority of one 
person only . — London paper. 

Finance*. Mr. Roy, the minister of finance, has, 
submitted to the chamber of deputies, a project 
for authorising the provisional collection of six- 
twelfths of the direct taxes for the ensuing year; 
which was ordered to be referred to the Bureaux. 
The minister afterwards went into a detailed ex- 
planation of certain heads ofthe finances, begin- 
ning with the subject of arrears still remaining un- 
liquidated. He announced that the total expense 
under the budget of 1818, ending 1st Sept. 1819, 
was 1,415,6^6,762 francs; and the deficit of ways 
and means, 35,854,351 francs, to be borrowed from 
the resources of the present year. Next, that dur- 
ing the 4 years, 1815, 16, 17, 18, the expenditure 
which France had to bear* was 4, 144,000,000 francs, 
(upwards of 43,000,000/. sterling per annum) of 
which only about 120,000/. is wanting to complete 


the means of discharging every part of her engage- 
ments; and this sum is already provided for from 
collateral sources. This highly favorable declara- 
tion produced a lively movement of satisfaction 
among the deputies Of the above sum, more than 
three fourths were furnished by taxation; the re- 
mainder only by credit. 

M. la Fayette has addressed the following letter 
to the editor of the Moniteur : 

“Puri*, Jan, 2, 1820. 

“Sir — I read in the Mmiteur of to-day that 1 was 
outlawed in 1792, for having wished to emigrate at 
the head of the army. 

“This is the first time that I have ever replied to 
the calumny those various factions, who understood 
each other better than was expected, upon the ob- 
ject of dt*tracting France , and procuring sentence 
of outlawry against me. „ 

“My conduct in 1792 is known; it was judged by 
my country. It became me, therefore* to protest, as 
applied to myself, against an injurious confusion of 
proscribed patriotism, with armed emigration* 
more especially as 1 have always denounced the lat- 
ter as the principal cause ofthe misfortunes of the 
revolution, and of so many calamities; which have 
been protracted for too many years, and eternal as 
affecting myself. 

“I think it, therefore, my duty to give a formal 
contradiction, less to the docile writers of the arti- 
cle, than to the patrons who dictated it. 

(Signed) “La Fayette.-” 

A fire broke out on the 13th of October, on the 
mountains, near Xererde laFrontera, France, tra- 
versing the country for the space of five leagues, 
and destroying all kinds of property in its terrific 
course. It is stated that 23 persons, have fallen 
victims to its violence, and that eighty others have 
been severely burned. Three hundred and sixty- 
eight horses and mules have been destroyed, and 
136 severely injured; 474 cows, sheep and goats 
have also fallen victims. 

SPAIN. - 

The only news we have from Spain has reached 
us through France. The London papers intimate 
that the extent of the revolt cannot be gathered 
from this channel of- intelligence— but the follow- 
ing items may serve to shew that it is apparently 
very formidable: 

Cadiz was given up to the patriot * about the 1 1th of 
Jan. The constitution was immediately proclaimed 
and an oath generally taken to defend it. The 
merchants gave a grand banquet on the occasion. 
The patriot force there amounted to 24,0 00 men, 
who appear to have behaved very orderly. The 
people and the clergy generally in the south of 
Spain, are reported to have joined against the king. 
The cry is “live the constitution— down with Ferdi- 
nand!” Public tables were spread to supply, (he 
troops with provisions. 

Advices from Madrid as late as the 16th of Jan. 
are received — they are contradictory, but shew a 
great degree of alarm. It was believed that an ar- 
my of 30,000 men were marching to the capital 
—that the king had prepared himself to run fUvay 
—some said he had done so, and was killed*. A 
junta had issued a decree forbidding him to leave 
the kingdom. The account saysthat he offered to 
do any thing that the people wished; but it 
is not probable that they will again give him an op- 
portunity to break his oath. Many couriers, in 
great haste, have arrived at Paris. 

A letter from Madrid ofthe 15th Jan. says — “no 
accounts from Cadiz — the government publishes 
nothing— nil is alarm.” 
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Several illustrious men are said already to be at 
the head of the patriots, who, byhreakirtg open the 
dungeon* ,may find enough person* capable of lead- 
ing them to battle, or presiding over the affairs of 
the state . 

A Paris paper of Feb. 5, gays— The Spanish am- 
bassador has addressed a 'note to our government, 
requesting it to. cause the conduct of M. M. the 
Spanish Liberator; residing in Paris, to be observed, 
and to issue orders that no passports be delivered 
them. * 

The ambassador had an audience with the king 
on the 22d. * - 

Letters from Lisbon of the 17th Jan. received in 
London, represent the revolt as general in the 
south of Spain. At Madrid, bn the door of the curs- 
ed inquisition, a placard had been put up running 
thus-r-^/rom this day, this house to lei * AMEN. 

The London Statesman, of January 26th, in speak- 
ing of the news from Spain, observes— “It has been 
thought proper, by many, to suspend the execution 
of Spanish orders, till further advices (h>m|Cadix > 
or the metropolis of that kingdom, are received. 
8ome merchants have even gone so far as to stop 
the goods and merchandize on board of ships which 
were consigned to Cadiz, Bayonne, and other places. 

(jCj*VVe have accounts from Paris of the 8th Feb. 
A report prevailed that Ferdinand in attempting to 
- make his escape, was slain. Another, that he was 
assassinated. A letter from Madrid, of the 25th 
Jan. says that the capital was tranquil — that an 
amnesty had been offered to the insurgents, which 
it was thought they would accept of— other advices 
are the reverse of this. From a country like Spain, it 
is exceedingly difficult to know what is truth. 

Rumors. That the king of Spain has requested 
the king of France to lend him money and 25,000 
men to reduce the rebels, and also that some 
French ships of war might cruise off Bayonne. That 
a battle had been fought between the king’s troops 
and the patriots, the latter worsted — but another 
account says, that the former joined the latter in a 
body — a third, that the king’* guards remained 
faithful to him and were cut to pieces by his ene- 
mies. That Ferdinand wished to shew himself to 
the people at Madrid, and that the people hooted 
him into his own proper insignificance — that the 
young queen appeared, and the people sa’jd they 
wanted nothing of her. That the court would retire 
to Pampeluna, which is near France, to facilitate 
an escape by land or sea. That a French army of 
20,000 men, under the duke of Angouleme, was to 
be formed on the frontires of Spain-that the rebels 
had seized the count de Calderon, carried him a pri- 
soner to the mountains of Honda, and profusely 
published the papers found upon him. 

The following summary and remarks is from the 
National Advocate* published at New York— 

By the Stephania, from Havre, we have received 
Paris papers to the 6th of February, which are filled 
with extracts from Spanish papers and letters, re- 
lative to the revolution. On the 24th of Jan. the 
alarm was very great at Madrid; and the increasing 
power of the patriots afforded no prospects of its 
termination — Ferdinand had demanded assistance 
from England — his queen lately arrived from Ba- 
varia, was treated with respect. Cadiz and its en- 
virons were occupied by 20,000 men, every thing 
was tranqnil in that city, and Valdes, the son of ad- 
miral Valdes, was appointed governor of Cadiz; 
he is a decided friend to the Cortez and constitution. 
The army of general Frey ere is dispersed and the 
patriots have nearly half of Spain under their con- 
troul. These events, of course, have created great 


sensations at Paris; the coffee-houses were filled 
with politicians, and the only question seems to be, 
what part will France play in this drama? The king 

is Very delicately situated; if he moves he isgone 

The people of France, without reference to party, 
are iu favor of a constitution for, Spain, and to the 
re-establishment of the Cortez— if the king oppos- 
es this,he causes his own attachment to the French 
constitution to be suspected — there is, therefore a 
favorable disposition manifested in France towards 
"the patriots, and if the king deems it expedient to 
assist his cousin Ferdinand with troops, there is not 
a French soldier wiU leave Spain. The Spanish 
troops, the Guerillas, and the peasants generally, 
have been 90 accustomed to fight the French, that 
they will fall on them the moment they enter, for 
themas9 of the Spanish population is in favor of the 
constitution. Our letters state, that if the count 
Descazes does not look sharp it will be his over- 
throw, notwithstanding lie has so strong ahold on 
the king’s confidence. There is but one opinion, 
as te the independence of South America, which 
this revolt ensures. 

With respect to any assistance that Great Britain 
may afford the beloved Ferdinand, we should ques- 
tion whether they would stir an inch alter what has 
passed. The English have got nothing from the 
king— their course, is therefore, a plain one. 

SEBHiXT. 

A canal is cutting from Vienna to Trieste, to u- 
nite the Danube with the Adriatic sea. 

One thousand five hundred and ninety three ships 
arrived at Hamburg, during the year 1819. 

This great and interesting country seems to be 
“delivered” of a free press, and of freedom. The 
following is from a late London paper. 

Nothing can equal the gloom which has taken 
possession of the public mind in Germany. The 
jout'nals hitherto distinguished for independent have, 
one by one, either diaappeared, or lost their former 
conductors, some of whom, along with other public 
Writers, have been obliged, in order to escape from 
perpetual confinement in the dungeon of a fortress, 
to seek an asylum in France and in this country. 

“From henceforward,” says the Zat Schwinger ? , 
“this paper will appear under censorship. Where 
all lose their freedom, the equality may afford some 
consolation; and this we have already experienced 
under JVapoloon , Let us admire the wisdom of Pro- 
vidence! In order to give repose and harmony to 
our contradictory wishes, it has given us a common 
sorrow. 

Farewell readers, tiU we meet again!” 

Dr. fVcitzcl, hitherto the editor of the Rhetttisch e 
Blatter published at Wiesbaden, lias declared that 
he renounces the conducting of that journal so 
long as the present state of things continues. 

The Courier of the lower Khine, published at 
Clevea, has taken a voluntary leave of its read* 
era. 

The Mentz Journal has renounced the motto of 
Fiat Lux , which had reference to the invention of 
printing in that city. It is singular enough that the 
inqtusiUon against th “ press should have its head quar- 
ters in the place of its birth. 

M. Goer-res, the w ell known editor of the Rhenish 
Mercury, lias been obliged to seek a refuge in the 
country against which he labored with so much 
perseverance. H»s work of Germany and the re- 
volution , is considered aristocratical by the popular 
party, and was written with the view of dissuading 
his countrymen from entertaining any id*a of a re- 
volution; but unfortunately for him, it also reproved 
in strong terms, the departure from the laws in 
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which th# governments had indulged, and this was 
sufficient to obtain for the author a dungeon in a 
fortress. — His letter to a Parisian Journal speaks the 
language of a man conscious of his honorable inte- 
grity and his honorable intentions, and is every way 
4 ucn as a man in misfortune may with propriety 
write to a former adversary. 

The wife of the elector of Cassel, a princess of 
Denmark, died on the 9th of January, aged 7d 
years. The landgrave of Hesse Hamburg, also died 
on the 21st. 

At Amsterdam, Jan. 29th, information had been 
received of the overflowing of the back country, 
which bad destroyed a vast amount of property, 
sweeping away great numbers of cattle, &c. in its 
course, together with a number of the inhabitants. 
Contributions were making in Amsterdam for the 
distressed objects of this calamity. 

London. Jan. 29. A Flanders mail arrived this 
morning, bringing Brussels papers to the 26th inst. 
The states of Wirteroburg were assembled on the 
15th January at Stutgard, whom the king met, ad- 
dressed a speech replete with confidence and af- 
fection. His majesty’s determination, seconded by 
that of the states, to give a free constitution to his 
country, has endeared him to all ranks of his peo- 
ple. 

ITALY. 

The American Quaker, Stevens, celebrated 
as a second Howard, had an audience of the 
Pope on the 21st Dec. last. As the principles of his 
sect do not permit him to take off his hat, and as 
it might be inconvenient for him to keep it on his 
head, he proposed that some person in the anti- 
chamber, should take the trouble of uncovering 
him. This office was performed by M. Capacina, 
in the department of the secretary' of state. 

Vesuvius, for 19 months anterior to Dec. last, 
had not ceased to throw forth streams of lava. 
But, about the 7th of that month it cast out such 
quantities as to alarm the neighboring villages; the 
breadth of the torrent of fir# which rushed forth 
WM 25 feet; it reached a precipice oo the mountain 
and for a long time formed a cascade of flame, 
about 25 feet nigh! when it fell into an abyss, to 
come forth again and make a second cascade, and 
after that a third, sixty feet high, still in a perfect 
flame! The sight has been described, as it needs 
must have been, as terribly grand. ■ 

I09IAN ISLANDS. 

The insurrection which lately broke out in the 
Island of Santa Maura, was not quelled at the last 
accounts. The peasantry had had a battle with their 
••protectors,” the British, and killed 6, and wound- 
ed 25 men of the 28th regiment. Martial law was 
proclaimed; the people abandoned their houses 
and retired to the mountains; and then the British 
bravely burnt the houses, and destroyed the vine- 
yards, &c. After this, the people rushed from the 
mountains and severely attacked their “protec. 
tors,” killing 56 of them, on the 4th of Nov. The | 
island contains between 5 and 6,000 men, capable 
of bearing arms, besides the women, who seem to 
have taken an active part in these little battles. 
The people of these islands have been abominably 
used by the British— they are ruled as if perfect 
slaves. 

RUSSIA. 

It has been so cold in Russia, the past season, that 
all the public places of amusement had been clos- 
ed. The thermometer at St. Petersburg, stood at 
55 1-2 degrees below Zero. 

Letters dated at Kamtschatka, June 18th, eld 
atile, state, that on the fourth of that month,, an 


Vmerican merchantman arrived there, in 26 days 
from the Sandwich Islands, with a cargo of swine, 
goats, poult ry, water melons and potatoes. Some 
of the latter weighed 10 pounds. 

We have a pompous account in a Paris paper, of 
the Russian settlements in America, at Norfolk 
Sound — stating that they have a fort there mount- 
ing 100 pieces of cannon, &c. and, that troops 
lately embarked at Cronstadt to recruit the garri- 
son. That the Russians have a post, as stated, is 
true — but the settlements as yet are quite unim- 
portant. It is evident, however, that Alexander is 
directing his attention to this remote region — be* 
cause, no doubt, he lias not land enough in Europe, 
and Asia!!!— not more than five millions of square 
miles! 

New Tariff. A new tariff has been established 
in Russia, which completely shuts out all the coarse 
manufactures of cloth. A London paper, speaking 
of it, says — 

“ I'he duty on crushed sugars amounts to a pro- 
hibition. The duties on cloth, manufactured cot- 
tons, &c. instead of being ad valorem , is now pro- 
posed to be levied according to the weight, making 
no distinction being the finest and the coarsest 
goods of the same denomination, lienee the low 
priced manufactures, paying the same duty as the 
more valuable, will be altogether shut out, in order 
to encourage their own incipient establishments, 
and only our finer qualities of goods will be admit- 
ted, the demand for which is naturally more limit- 
ed — because in the finer manufactures a length of 
time must elapse before they can entertain any hope 
of rivaling us.” 

Trade with the United States, for the years 
1818 and 1819. 

1818 

Ships, no. 35 

Iron, poods. 288,353 

Hemp, do. 7,654 

Sail cloth, &duck, pieces 64,320 
Diapers, arsheene 660,861 
Quills, no. 2,770,000 

pobtugau.. 

The weather has been so severe at Lisbon, that 
in one night, thirty-five fishermen and three senti- 
nels were frozen to death. The i ce formed three 
inches thick in one night, a circumstance unprece- 
dented at that place. 

DF.K9TARK. 

The mob have again insulted the Jews at Copen- 
hagen. During the Christmas holidays, the win- 
dows of the houses of the principal Jewish mer- 
chants were destroyed. The cavalry was called out 
and prevented further excess. 

PRUSSIA. 

The kipg of Prussia has issued a decree, prohi- 
biting, in hi9 dominions, the circulation of the jour- 
nals printed in the Netherlands. 

LAPLAKD. 

The greatest water-fall in Europe has been re- 
cently discovered in Lapland. It is on the river Lat- 
tin; it is half a mile broad, and falls in a perp endi- 
lar descent of/our hundred feet. 

BARBART POWERS. 

The Paris papers state, that the Marquis Dessol- 
les, minister {of foreign affairs, has signed a treaty, 
by which a debt of 7,000,000 francs claimed in vain 
by the Dey of Algiers for the last twenty years, re- 
fused by all th& antecedent ministers, and evaded 
lately by the duke of Richelieu, is now recognized, 
and stipulated to be paid by monthly instalments 
commencing with the 1st of March next. 


1819 

148,261 
3,948 
31,244 
158,006 
4,016 000 
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TURKEY. 

• A most furious insurrection is stated to have bro- 
ken out-at Smyrna. Much blood has been sited on 
the occasion. The palace of the Pacha was storm- 
ed, and he himself escaped with great difficulty. 

There have also been great disturbances at Alep- 
po. The city was in a state of seige by the Pacha. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

Tinder the circumstances in which Spain is now 
placed, the complete liberation of South America 
from the yoke of Spain, cannot be far distant. Late 
accounts from Venezuela tell us that Morillo was 
reduced to the most desperate shifts to maintain 
himself, and that the patriot army from Granada 
was about to be possessed of Maracaibo and San- 
ta Martha. Their force was estimated at 8000 men. 
The British troops, of Devereux'a legion, were yet 
inactive. l)r. Zea is coming out as a minister to the 
XJ. States. * 


CONGRESS. 

IN THE SENATE. 

r March 10. The senate resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill to establish, an uniform system of 
bankruptcy; and hating proceeded as far as the 2d 
section thereof, which provides for the appointment 
by the district judges, of commissioners of bank- 
ruptcy— 

Mr. JtnniU observed that he had an objection to 
the provisions of this section. He would prefer 
that these commissioners should be appointed in 
auch numbers as might from time to time be deem- 
ed necessary, by the president of the United States. 
Mr. B. moved so to amend the section as tQ make 
it conform to his wishes. 

After debate, the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. King, of N. Y. laid upon the table the follow- 
ing important resolutions: 

VJ«Wved,That, from and after the the regu- 

lations and provisions of the act, entitled “An act 
concerning navigation,” passed on the 18th day of 
April, 1818, be and hereby are, extended, and 
made applicable to the colony or island of Bermu- 
da; to the Providence or Bahama Islands, and to all 
other colonies, islands, and places, under the domi- 
nion of Great Britain, in the West Indies, which 
are not now included within the regulations and 
provisions of the act aforesaid. 

Raolvcd, That, from and after the no goods, 

wares, or merchandize, shall be imported into the 
United States from the provinces of New Bruns- 
wick, the province of Nova Scotia, the island of 
Newfoundland, or its dependencies; the colony or 
island of Bermuda; the Providence of Bahama Is- 
lands, or any of them; or from any other province, 
colony, island, or place, under the dominion of 
Great Britain, in the West Indies, except such 
goods, wares, and merchandize only, as are truly of 
the growth, manufacture, or produce of the pro- 
vince, colony, island, or place, from which the 
same shall be directly imported into the United 
States; and that all gohds, wares, and merchandise, 
prohibited to be imported into the United States, as 
aforesaid, except as aforesaid, which, after the said 
— shall be imported, or attempted to be import* 
ed, into the United Strtea, contrary to the provisions 
oLthis act. shall be liable to seizure, and forfeited to 
the United States. 

The bill from the other house authorizing the ap- 
pointment of a register and a receiver of public 
moneys in Lawrence district, in Arkansas, was ta- 
ken up and ordered to a third reading. 

The senate took up the bill for the relief of Ga- 


briel Godfrey, [making him compensation for a bam 
destroyed by the United States* troops in the battle 
of the River Raisin.] 

This bill gave rise also toconsiderable discussion, 
as many of the various and multifarious claims 
growing out of the late war often do in both houses 
of congress. The discussion turned in this case 
chiefly on the propriety of allowing compensation 
for damage done by a soldier, wben it was not in 
evidence that he acted by the command of an of- 
ficer; but this case derived no little interest from 
the great gallantry of the act which gave rise to 
this claim. The anebdote, as related by Mr. Trim - 
hie , and confirmed by other gentlemen from the 
west, was briefly this. In the combined attack by 
the British and Indians of general Winches- 
ter's army at the river Raisin, the enemy derived 
great advantage from a barn within short rifle shot 
of the picketing of the American camp, by mean a of 
which they were not only sheltered but enabled to 
fire into the pickets. It was all important that the 
bam should be destroyed and the enemy dislodged. 
The soldier in question, at the almost certain sacri- 
fice of his life, rushed from the pickets to the bam 
with a torch and set it on fire; and had the good 
fortune to escape the bullets that were sliowered 
at him, though he suffered greatly in his rigging. 
It was this barn, which the soldier's torch destroy 
ed, that compensation was prayed for. 

This bill, after discussion, was ordered to a third 
reading. 

March 13. Mr. MeVen, according to notice, 
having asked and obtained leave, introduced a bill 
to apportion the representatives from the states of 
Massachusetts and Maine, in the next congress, 
(giving to Massachusetts thirteen, and to Maine seven 
members in the seventeenth congress ) 

Mr. King, of N. Y. laid on the table a rule desig- 
nating those who shall hereafter have theprivi' 
lege of coming on the floor of the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Trimble , it was 

Received, That the secretary of the treasury cause 
to be communicated to the senate a statement* of 
the quantity of land which has been sold, the quan- 
tity which remains unsold, and the amount of sales 
in each land district in the states of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois, respectively. 

The bankrupt bill being taken up, was postponed 
until Thursday, when it is probable that it will be 
fully discussed. 

The bill, from the other house, authorising the 
appointment of a register and a receiver of public 
moneys, for Lawrence district, in Arkansas, and the 
engrossed bills for the relief of Gabriel Godfroy, 
of Joseph Lefebvre, and of John Harding and 
othera, were severally read the third time and pas- 
sed, and the three last sent to the other house for 
concurrence. 

March 14 Among the petitions presented and 
referred to-day, was one by Mr. Sanford, from the 
Ocean steam boat company of New York, praying a 
law to authorise the issuing of registers for their 
steam vessels, in their corporate name, and to au- 
thorise commissions to the commanders of them, or 
in any other mode to invest them with the charac- 
ter of public vessels; also to allow the usual draw- 
back on the fuel consumed; and also to direct the 
post-master-general to contract for the transports* 
tion in them of the foreign mails. 

The senate took up the resolutions submitted by 
Mr. King, ofN. Y. on the 10th inst. concerning na- 
vigation. 

Mr. King explained pretty much at large his 
views in offering the resolutions, and the reasons 
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which he conceived should induce this government 
to adopt the policy which they suggested; after 
which the resolutions were, on his motion, referred 
to tlie committee on foreign relations. 

[The senate wa9 busily employed, this day, but 
nothing of a definite character transacted, except to 
order the, after explanation, the bill from the oilier 
house, for the support of the navy for 1820, by ge- 
neral consent, to a third reading, which being 
done, it was passed.] 

March 15. After a variety of other business. 

The senate took up the bill supplementary to 
the several acts for the adjustment of land claims 
(under French and Spanish grants) in the state of 
Louisiana and territories of Missouri and Arkansas. 

Debate being hard — the bill was postponed until 
Friday. 

The bill for the relief of Vincent Grant, (to in- 
demnify him for the loss of a house destroyed by 
the enemy on the Niagaia frontier, in the late war, 
on account, as was alleged, of its occupation as a 
depot of naval stores, &c. for the United Stages’ ser- 
vice) was taken up. 

After debate, the senate refused to order the bill 
to a third reading, and so it was rejected. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of John H. Piatt, (providing for 
the equitable adjustment of his claims against the 
government, for supplying the north-western army 
in the late war.) 

Many members spoke on the subject— and the 
senate adjourned while a motion to re commit the 
bill to the committee of claims, was o/.dcr conside- 
ration- 

HOrSR OF BEFaiftXXTATlVEfc. 

Thursday, March 9. Mr. Lowndes, from the com- 
mittee on foreign relations, delivered in the follow- 
ng report: 

The committee to whom has been referred so 
much of the president's message, at the commence- 
ment of the session, as relates to foreign affairs, re- 
spectfully report: 

That their attention was directed, immediately 
upon their appointment, to the state of the relations 
of the United States with Spain, and that their delay 
in making a report upon them, must be attributed to 
their wish “to afford an opportunity for such friend- 
ly communications, during the present session of 
congress,” as the government of Spain had autho- 
rised us to expect They thought it better that 
congress should postpone its determination until 
events might enable it to make that determination 
definitive, than that it should pass a contingent act 
for authorizing measures which it was not propos- 
ed immediately to execute; that it should found its 
determination upon relations ascertained to exist, 
than upon a calculation of events which might be 
expected to occur during its sitting. 

But more than a year has passed since the signa- 
ture of the treaty, by which it was proposed to ter- 
minate the long differences between the United 
States and Spain. More than six months has pas- 
sed since the appointment of a new minister from 
Spain, who was “forthwith” to make known to the 
United States, the intentions of his government, and 
we. have advanced so far in the session as to make 
it necessary to propose, without further delay, any 
measure on which it is expected that congress shall 
act before its adjournment. 

The committee will not attempt to add any thing 
to the exposition of the rights of the United States 
and the obligations of Spain, which is contained in 
the correspondence between the two governments. 
We can hardly expect, from continued negotiation, 


the redress which has been claimed for twenty 
years, and promised for eighteen— which has been 
a second time promised, and a second time with- 
held. In such a negociation, the signature of js 
treaty seems to be a mere incident, and not its 
term. 

For the spoliations which have been committed 
upon the property of our citizens, for the invasion 
of our soil, for the weakness or partiality which has 
made a Spanish territory the place of rendezvous 
and encampment of an enemy, and which has still 
more lately, permitted the Indian inhabitants of that 
territory, (whom Spain was bound by treaty to re- 
strain,) to engage in savage hostilities against us; 
for all these acts of war, a people less attached to 
peace would seek redress only by war. To cap- 
ture and confiscate the ships ami property of the 
wiong-deer, would be admitted to be a policy, of 
mildness and forbearance. But, by such reprisals, 
the government that does the wrong, suffers less 
than the unoffending subject. It seems a more just 
repr.sal to occupy the province which has been 
made an instrument of injury, which has been de- 
signated by Spain herself as the fund for our indem- 
nity, and whose occupation by the United States, 
will stop the accumulation of those claims for com- 
pensation and redress, which the misgovernment 
of that neglected colony continually produces. — 
The committee submit to the house a bill to autho- 
rise the president of the United Stales, to take pos- 
session of East and West Florida, and establish a 
temporary govemmenttherein. 

There appears loo much reason to believe, from 
the mistake of the Spanish negociator, as to the 
dates of the Spanish grants, which it was intended 
to annul, if the projected treaty had been ratified, 
that the crown lands in Florida may be ii. sufficient 

to provide the expected indemnity for our losses 

But these may be applied, as far as they will go, 
to the compensation of our citizens, and for the ex- 
cess of our claim, Spain, by whose act the domain 
of Florida has been rendered inadequate, must ex- 
pect us to look westward. Perhaps, when our at- 
tention is thus forced to a direction more? interest- 
ing to Spain, her government may at last admit that 
it is as much her interest as ours, that the just 
claims of the United States should *• e provided for, 
by friendly convention, and we may hope that the 
next treaty between the two nations may be execu- 
ted as well as signed. 

The following bill accompanied the report: 

Be it enacted, fjc. That the president of the Unit- 
ed States bt , and he is hereby authorized and requir- 
ed to take possession of, and occupy the -territories 
of East and West Florida, and the appendages and 
appurtenances thereof; ai d he is hereby authorized, 
for that purpose, to employ any part of the anpy 
and navy of the United States, and the militia of 
any state, which he may deem necessary. 

Sec. 2. Jlml be it enacted. That until the end of 
the next session of congress, unless provision for 
the temporary government of the said territories 
be sooner made by congress, ali the military, civil 
and judicial powers exercised by the officers' of the 
existing government'of the 9ame territories, shall 
be vested in such person and persons, and shall be 
exercised in such manner, as the president of the 
United States shall direct, for maintaining the inha- 
bitants in the free en joyment of their liberty, pro- 
perty,' and religion; and the laws of the United 
States relative to the collection of the revenue, and 
the importation of persons of color, shall be extend- 
ed to the said territories; and the president of the. 
United States shall be, and he is hereby authorized. 
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within the term afprei&id, to establish such districts [The documents accompanying this report were 

for collection of the revenue, and during the recess ordered to be printed.] 

of congress, to appoint such officers, whose com- The house again resolved itself into a committee* 
missions shall expire at the end of the next session of the whole on the bill appropriating monies for 
of congress, to enforce the said laws, as to him shall the support of the military establishment for the 
seem expedient. year 1820. 

Sec. 3. And be it enacted. That the sum of—— The whole of the remainder of the day was occu- 

dollars is hereby appropriated, for the purpose of pied on this bill, and principally on the subject of 
carrying this act into effect, to be paid out of any the appropriation for fortifications, 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. The debate resulted in fixing on 800,000 dol- 
and to be applied under the direction ofthepresi- lars as the amount of appropriation for fortifications, 
dent of the United States. for the present year being the sum Recommended 

The bill was twice read, and referred to a com- by the committee of ways and means, 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. Before finishing the consideration Of this bill, the 

Mr. Strong of Vt. submitted for consideration the committee rose (st 4 o'clock) and the house ad- 
following resolution: joumed. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States [The debate on the item for fortifications was 

be requested to lay before this house such informa- animated and interesting. It chiefly turned on the 
tion as he may think proper,relating to the progress, right and expediency in the executive to make con- 
proceedings, and final accomplishment of the com- tracts anterior to appropriations, which was fully 
missiohers, appointed agreeably to the 4th, 5th, 6th, discussed. Mr. Clay said, that the head of every 
7th, and 8th articles oftne treaty of Ghent, in ascer- department agreed that retrenchment was neces- 
taining and settling the boundary line between the sary, but that each would object to it in his parti- 
United States and Great Britain, in conformity to the cular department. The duty was therefore impose 
second article of the treaty of 1783? and whether ed on congress, kc. He was in favor of only 
it is ascertained, that the fortification at Rouse’s 500,000 for fortifications — but the amount was put 
Point (so called) on lake Champlain, near the 45th at 800,000 as originally recommende d, 73 to 61.] 
degree of north latitude, is within the boundary li- The appropriation for completing the arsenal at 
mits of the government of the U cited States, or of Augusta, in Georgia, was atriken out. 

Great Britain; and what has been the amount of the Mr. Clay, in offering the following amendment, 
expenditure in erecting said fortification; and also to briefly adverted to its importknee and interesting 
give such further information as he may think pro- nature. There was, he said, 11 states, (counting 
per as to the whole amount of the expenditure al- Missouri and \rkansaw,) more or less interested in 
ready accrued to the United States in carrying in iL Many steam boats were employed in tins navi- 
to effect said treaties, subsequent to the appoint- gation, and many more would be: and he did verily 
ment of said commissioners, including their annual believe, that, by an expenditure of a hundred or a 
salaries and perquisites. hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and an annual 

And the resolve was ordered to lie on the table, expenditure thereafter of 10 or 15 thousand dollars, 
Mr. PinddU moved again, (having on several pre- the navigation could be made perfectly safe. He 
vious days made the same motion unsuccessfully) hoped as this appropriation was analogous to one or 
that the bouse do now proceed to consider the re- more contained in the bill, there would be no ob- 
solution submitted by him on the 18th ult. propos- jection to it. 

ing an amendment to the rules of the house in re- "For making a survey, maps and charts of the 
lation to the duties of stenographers, admitted with- Ohio and Mississippi rivers, from the Rapids of the 
in the house; and the motion.was negatived. Ohio at Louisville, to the Bfalize, for the purpose of 

The resolution lying on the table to authorize, facilitating and ascertaining the most practicable 
the publication of part of the secret journal of con- mode of improving the navigation of those rivers* 
gress, under the articles ofjeonfederation, and the five thousand dollars.” 

amendments reported thereto by the select com- Friday, March 10. On motion of Mf. Cannon, it 
mittee, being read, were concurred in by the house, was - 

and the resolution, as amended, was ordered to be Resolved, That the committee of the whole house 
engrossed and read a third time. who have under consideration the bill making ap* 

The following message was received from the propriations for the military establishment for the 
president of the United States: year 1820, be instructed to enquire into the expe- 

To the speaker of the house of representatives . diency of abolishing the military academy at West 

I transmit to the house of representatives, in pur- Point, in the state of New York* also of repealing 
suance of their resolution of the 22d of last month, all laws in relation to said academy, from and after 
a report from the secretary of state, with the papers the first day of May next, and exposing to sale to 
containing the information requested by that rest- the highest bidder, all the property of the United 
lution. JAMES MONROE. States, in and about the same, in such manner as 

Washington, 8th March, 1820. may be directed by the president of the U. States. 

To the president of the United States. The bill from the senate, for changing the mode 

The secretary of state, to whom has been referred of disposing of the public lands from credit to caah, 
the resolution of the house of representatives of and the bill, also from the senate, for extending the 
the 22d ultimo, requesting the president to impart time for payment for the public lands, kc. were 
to that house, any communications touching the Flo- twice read, and referred to the committee on pub* 
rida treaty, which have not heretofore been com- lie lands. 

municated, and the communications of which, in his The engrossed resolution directing the publica-. 
opinion, may not be prejudicial to the interest of tion of the secret journal of the old congress, from 
the United States, has the hooor of submitting to the treaty of 1783, to the commencement of the 
the president the papers containing the informa- government, was read a third time, and passed, 
tion in possession of this department requested by The house having again resolved itself into a 
the resolution. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. committee of the whole, Mr. Beecher, in the chair, 

Department of state, 7 th March, 1 820. on the annual military appropriation bill— 
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Mr. Cache enquired, from the chairman of the 
committee of ways and means, what portion of the 
appropriations contained in this bill, related to the 
expenses of the expedition up the Missouri river— 
his object being to strike out that part Of the ap- 
propriation. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, answered, that he could 
not say more on this subject than was disclosed by 
the report on this subject from the war department, 
in pursuance of the requisition of this house, and 
which was in the possession of the house. 

After some conversation, it appeared to bje set- 
tled that the proper time for Mr. Cache's motion 
would be when the question came before the house 
for concurrence in the appropriations agreed to by 
this committee. 

And, on motion of Mr. Clay, this bill having 
been gone through, it was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The house then proceeded to the consideration 
of the proposition of Mr. Cannon, directing the 
committee of the whole to enquire into the expedi- 
ency of abolishing the military academy. 

Whereupon a (rebate of three hours arose. 

Mr. Clay submitted a resolution, “that it is inex- 
pedient at this time to abolish the military academy 
at West Point. 

Those who supported the affirmative and ne- 
gative sides of this proposition, in debate, were as 
follows: 

Affirmative. — Messrs. Clay, Wood, Campbell, 
Foot, Tomlinson, Fuller, Smith, of Md. Smyth, of 
Va. Bloomfield, Brown, and Case. si 

Negative. — Messrs. Livermore, Ross, 8tevens, 
Walker, Smith, of N. C. and Cannon. 

Among the supporters of the academy, Mr 
Campbell, and perhaps others, were of opinion the 
number of students might be reduced one .half, 
and of course, the expenditure proportionably, 
Amotion was made to strike out the syllable in 
from Mr. Clay's motion, so as to make it read expe- 
dient instead Of inexpedient . This motion wt*s ne 
gatived, after a division, in which it was. supported 
by 41 votes. 

And Mr. Clay's motion prevailed by a like majo 
tity. 

The committee then rose and reported their 
agreement to thi9 resolution} and also reported, 
with amendments, the military appropriation bill. 
And the house adjourned. 

Saturday, March 11. The message received 
yesterday from the president of the United States, 
was read, transmitting to congress a report from 
the director of the mint, of the operations of that 
institution during the last year. 

Among the petitions to-day, was one from the 
chamber of commerce, in the city of Philadel- 
phia, praying that the system established by law 
of allowing a credit for the duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandize imported into the United States, 
may not be changed to a cash payment of said 
duties; which was referred, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The house proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee of the whole on the bill making ap 
propriations for the support of the military estab< 
lishment for the year 1820. 

On the qnestion to concur in filling the blank for 
medical, hospital, and quarter master’s stores, with 
500,000 dollars, a debate was commenced by Mr 
Cocke, of Tennessee, opposition being made to it 
by him, on the ground of hostility to the Missouri 
expedition. 

The further prosecution of the expedition was 


supported by Messrs. Simkins, 8tr other, Smith of 
Md. Cook, Quarles, Smyth, of Va. Rhea and Ser- 
geant, and opposed by Messrs, tocke, Storrs, Har- 
din, Ross and Foot— 

The question being taken on agreeing tcrthe pro- 
posed sum of $500,000 for this item of expenditure, 
was decided thus: 

For this amount 70 

Against it 75 

So the house refused to concur with the com : 
mittee of the whole in filling the blank with thissuml 
And without proceeding further in the bill, the 
house adjourned, at near 4 o'clock. 

[Speaking of this debate, the National Intelli- 
gencer observes — “no exception was taken to the 
motives of the expedition, but the practicability of 
accomplishing its objects was questioned, and their 
importance if accomplished to the full, was alleged 
to have been over-rated. The idea generally held 
forth by those who opposed the appropriation, was 
thaVthe expedition should be recalled to the Coun- 
cil Bluffs, and that, for the present, that post should 
be the extreme military station in that direction* 
Those who vindicated the expedition, placed them- 
selves on the ground occupied by the official re- 
port from the department on the subject. 

The division of opinion on the subject did not 
appear to us to be marked by any party or sec- 
tional line, east, west, north and south, republicans 
and federalists dividing upon it into nearly equal 
parts."] 

Monday, March 13. On motion of Mr. Pindall, 
the house proceeded to the consideration of the 
motion submitted by him some weeks ago; for 
amending the rules of the house, so as to oblige 
the stenographers admitted within the walls to be 
under oath &c. 

[After debate, negatived— see last vol. 398. So ste- 
nographers may publish as they oftentimes do, 
tilings as speeches delivered in the house, which 
never were delivered! But tha plan proposed 
by Mr. IHndall , was not practicable in all its parts.) 

The house then again proceeded to the consi- 
deration of the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the military establishment for 1820. 

And the question being taken on filling the blank - 
for the amount of appropriation for the quartermas- 
ter’s department — the house having on Saturday 
refused to fill it with 500,000 dollars— 

Mr. Cocke moved to fill the blank with 400,000 
dollars— Mr. Trimble with $480,000. Mr. Holmes 
wit ! 495,000after much debate, Mr. Cobb, moved 
for 450,000 which w &9 agreed to, by a large ma- 
jority. 

[It appears to be determined by the house that 
the expedition shall not proceed further than the 
Council Bluffs, which is about 450 miles above the 
mouth of the Missouri, and nearly 200 miles beyond 
the most remote of our settlements. The Mandan 
villages are between five and six hundred miles (by 
land) above the Council Bluffs, and the mouth of 
the Yellow Stone rive r 300 miles further.] 

Tuesday, March . 14. — Mr. Smith, of Md. present- 
ed a petition of sundry merchants and underwriters 
in the city of Baltimore, in the state of Maryland, 
praying to be indemnified for spoliations committed 
on their property on the high seas by French crui- 
zers, between the years 1793and 1798, under the 
authority of illegal orders and decrees, issued by 
the government of France; their claims upon which 
for redress were relinquished b v the government of 
the United 9tat< s, in the convention of the 30th of 
Sept. 180Q: and the petition was ordered to lie on 
the table. 
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Mr. Smyth, from the military committee, reported 
a bill for the regulation of the military academy — 
twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, it was 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this house any in- 
formation which may have been received by the 
department of state, or other executive department, 
of the amount of claims of the citizens of the United 
States for Spanish spoliations upqn their property 
and commerce, or those for which the Spanish go- 
vernment is held responsible. % 

Mr. Bloomfield submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That brigadier-gen. Boyd, of the army 
of the United States in the late war with Great Bri- 
tain, be admitted within the house of representa- 
tives. 

The said resolution being read, Mr .Floyd moved 
to lay the same on tlve table; which motion was ne- 
gatived, and 

The resolve was agreed to. 

The house resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the mili- 
tary establishment for the year 1820. 

The item of fortifications next presenting itself for 
consideration — and the question being on concur- 
ing with the committee of the whole in filling the 
blank for the amount with the sura of eight hundred 
thousand do lars — 

Mr. Butler , of N. H. and Mr. Cocke, opposed the 
filling the blank with the amount, and Mr. Snath, of 
M<1. defended it. 

The question was decided affirmatively, by yeas 
and nays, 103 votes to 51. 

The next question was on concurring in ihe ap- 
propriation for contingent expenses* books, maps* 
&c. for the military academy. 

To try the sense of the house on the question of 
appropriating any thing for that institution,! he ques- 
tion was taken by yeas and nays, and was decided in 
favor of. the appropriation by 111 votes to 42. 

On the question to concur with the committee 
of the whole in striking out the clause making an 
appropriation for the completion of the arsenal nt 
Augusta, in Georgia- 

Some debate took place between Messrs. Cobb, 
Smith , of Md. Reid, and Cuthbert, on the subject. 
"When, on the question being taken, the house refus- 
ed to strike out t at clause; and a r ed to fill the 
blank with the sum of 27,000 dollars, viz. 25,000 
for completing the arsenal, and 2,000 dollars for 
draining the marsh near it. 

The next item which excited attention was that 
which embraces an appropriation of §2.776,000 for 
the payment of the military and revolutionary pen- 
sioners. Hereupon arose a debate; it began by 
Mr. Barlonr's objecting to the amount of this appro- 
priation, because of his intention to propose cer- 
tain restrictive provisions on the subject, as, if a- 
dopted, would reduce the number of revolutionary 
pensioners. The debate was kept up with some 
animation until near 4 o’clock; when the house de- 
cided, bv yeas and nays, to agree to the above a- 
mount of appropriation, being necessary to the pay- 
ment of the pensions actually granted. 

The bill was then at length ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading; and 

The house adjourned. 

G3*On the question to appropriate 495,000 dollars 
to the quartermaster's department, to continue the 


expedition up the Missouri— the yeas and nays 
were as follows: 

. YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, Alley, of V. f. Alton, of Tran. Bold win, 
Beecher, Bloomfield, Boden, Brush, Case, Clark, Cook, Crowell, 
Cushman, Cuthbert. Darlington, Dennison, Dewitt, Dickinson, 
Duarte, Earle, Eddy, Ervin, Fisher, Ford, Fullerton, Grow . N. Y. 
Gross, of Penn. Gtiy-on, Hall, of N.Y. Haeard, Hendricks, Hibs- 
han Hill, Holme*. Hostetler, Jones, Tran. Kinsey, Little, Lyman, 
Maelay, M'Lane, Del. M*Lran, of K~n. Mason, Meech, Meigs, Met- 
;ealf, S. Moore, Newton, Parker, of Mats. Parker, of Va. Patterson, 
Philsun. Pinckney. Pitcher, Rankin, Rhea, Rich, Rogers, Sampson, 
Sergeant, Silsbee, Simkins, Sloan, Smith, of N. J. Smith, of Md. B. 
Smith, of Va. k. Smyth, of Va. Street, Strong, If. Y. Strother, Swea- 
ringen, Tompkins, Trimble, Wallace, Weudever, Williams, of Va. 
Wood.— 77. 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Alexander, \ Hen, of Mass. Archer, oTVa. 
Baker, Barbour, Bateman, Bay ly. Brown, Bryan, Buffum, Burwell , 
Butler, of N H. Bull* r, of Lou. Campbell, Cannon, CiageM, Cobh, 
Cocke, Crafts, Crawford. Culpepper, Davidson, Edwards, of Con. 
Edwards, Penh. Edwards, N. C. Fay, Floyd, Folger, Foot, Forrest, 
Hall, of Del. Hemphill, Hririck, Hinter, Ho»k«, .ohnson, Kendal), 
Kent, Lalhrop. Lincoln, Linn, Livermore, M’Cuy, M'Creary, Mal- 
lary, Marehand, R. Moore, Monell, Morton, Murray, Neale. N lsorv, 
Mass. Nelson, of Va. Overstate!. PMps; Ptndall. Piuuier, Quarles, 
Reed, Richards. Richmond. Robertson. Moss. Russ Settle, Shaw, 
SloCbmb, Smith. N. C. Southard, Stevens, Scorn, Strong, Vt. Tarr. 
Taylor, Terrill, Tomlinson, Tracy, Tucker, of Va. Tutker, of S. C. 
Upborn, Walker, N. C. Warfield, Williams, N. C.-S4. 

[ The sum agreed upon was 450 , 000 dollars.] 

Wednesday, March 15. The speaker laid before 
the house a letter from the war department, trans- 
mitting statements of the sums which have been 
actually paid since the peace establishment* to the 
general officers and their staff, specifying parti- 
cularly on what account* to whom, and when paid 
—rendered in obedience to a resolution of this 
house. 

The engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
support of the military establishmeht during the 
year 1820, was read a third time, passed, and sent 
to the senate. 

The remainder of the day was spent in committee 
of the whole on the appropriation bill for the pay- 
ment of the civil list. 

Considerable discussion took place in some of 
the items of the bill; particularly on that appro* 
priating the salary of a thousand dollars to the 
reporter of the decisions of the supreme court. 
A motion to strike out that clause failed by a large 
majority. 

The committee had not gone through the bill 
at half-past three o'clock: when the committee 
rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to sit 
again. And the house adjourned. 

THURSDAV’s r ROCK RBI VOS. 

The senate was chiefly occupied this day on the 
bankrupt bill. A motion to postpone it indefinitely 
was rejected by yeas and* nays - yeas 14. nays 25. 

The home oj representatives. This day was neafly 
occupied in a debate on the civil appropriat on bill; 
and chiefly on the clause which proposes an appro- 
priation of one hundred thousand dollars “for com- 
pleting the contracts for constructing the road 
from Washington, Pennsylvania to Wheeling, made 
during the year 1817." 

The house rose without deciding on the subject. 
The power of congress oil this matter was discuss- 
ed at large. 

The mail, from New York proceeding eastward!)', 
was robbed near New Haven, on the evening of the 
9th inst. and completely carried off. Though the 
night was exceedingly dark and stormy, the people 
turned out, and discovered the bags with many let- 
ters broken open lying near them. The amount 
of loss is not ascertained. OC^The robber has been 
caught, and all his plunder recovered. 

%* An interesting “Chronicle” is shoved out. 


r RUTTED BT WILLIAM OttDEX FILES, AT THE FRAMKUV PRESS* HEAD OP CHEAP-SIDE. 
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EDITED AND PUBLISHED NT H. NILES, AT j{5 PER ANNUM, PAT A HUE IN ADVANCE. 


Assisted by a supplement to the present number, 
Ve are enabled to conclude the Jong' report of the 
secretary of the treasury on the currency, Jkc. to- 
gether with the titular statements thereunto at- 
tached, and also to give a great variety of other in- 
teresting matter, including a quantity of late fo- 
reign news. 

Other voluminous documents must be deferred 
Until after the rising of congress: by giving up so 
much room to them, we are often compelled to nc' 
glecX things needful to the current history of things, 
as well as deny that variety to our work on which 
we must depend to have it generally read. W e re- 
gularly receive every useful paper laid upon the ta- 
bles of the members, in either house — and shall take 
care that nothing is lost to our readers which we 
suppose it may be pleasing to them to see Regis- 
tered, Among those on hand, is the memorial of 
gen. Jackson to the senate, which, with its accom- 
panying documents, makes a heavy pamphlet of 61 
pages. 

An original article signed “one of the people,” 
Was, for mechanical convenience, located at the end 
of the supplement. It often requires a good deal 
of contrivance to make tabular statements conform 
\o the size and succession of our pages. 

Q^The editor of the Register has much cause to 
be grateful for a constantly increasing list of sub- 
scribers. For several months, they have averaged 
not much less than thrke per day. But the com- 
mon want of business to give circulation to money, 
bas almost stopped the usual sales of complete sets 
of tli e work for the present, and prevented nearly 
one half, perhaps, of the customary receipts on ac- 
count of former subscribers. It would not be right- 
ful, either to the editor or his readers, in the#e 
pinching times, rigidly to enforce the rule of pay- 
ment in advance; but as he is sincerely in want, he 
respectfully requests that every gentleman indebt- 
ed to him, will forthwith endeavor to square up his 
account, which has beeji, in most cases, either fur- 
'nished to individuals, or deposited with an agent in 
the vicinity, and there are very few instances in 
which the amount due cannot be easily ascertained. 
The bills of any specie paving bank will be received 
for the Register. 

Melancholy occurrence . A duel was fought on 
Wednesday morning last, neat Bladensburg, be- 
tween the victor of the Macedonian, com. I )ecatur, 
and com. Barron, who commanded tire Chesapeake 
frigate, when she was overhauled by the British 
ship Leopard. *1 hey fought at 8 paces, with pis- 
tols — at the first fire, both were wounded— com. 
Decatur through the abdomen, of which he died at 
half past 10 o'clock, in the evening; and com. Bar- 
ron severely on the right hip, the ball glancing 
from the bone, which probably, also, saved his life: 
though it is said he is dangerously injured. Com. 
Bainbridge was the*second of Decatur, and capt. 
Elliot, of the navy, of Barron — both of whom, it is 
stated, soon left the ground. Com. Decatur was car- 
ried to his own house in Washington city, to the 
arms of his distracted wife, in the arm9 of com. Rod- 
ger*, where he expired; his case being attended 
from the first with vomitting of blood, hiccup. See. 
The difference is supposed to have had its origin in 
Vox. XVIII. 5. 


an old quarrel — probably as old as the “affair of tlie 
Chesapeake.” 

£j*Com. Barron, it will be recollected, was sus- 
pended for five years, for alleged misconduct in 
the Chesapeake frigate in 1807, when si.e was at- 
tacked by the British ship Leopard— a particular 
account of which and of the proceedings thereon, 
may be seen by referring to the first vol. of the Re- 
gister, page 49. The navy list runs thus — Cap- 
tains Murray, Rodgers, Barron, B i nbridge, Camp* 
bell, Decatur , 8cc. With the expiration of his sus- 
pension, com. Barron resumed lus rank, and though 
we believe he never has been on duty since the Che- 
sapeake affair.it is said that he recently claimed the 
command of the Columbus 74, as the senior of com. 
Bainbridge, which claim was resisted by all tho na- 
vy board, and especially by Decatur — who had suc- 
ceeded Barron in thecommand of the Chesapeake, 
on her return to port after being attacked by the 
Leopard. Former heart-burnings were revived— 
and the rencontre took place which the nation will 
long deplore. 

The excitement at Washington City, when De- 
catur's case was known, was without parallel. A 
“drawing room,” as it is called, was to have been 
held that evening at the president's hetisc, winch 
was postponed — and the residence of the commo- 
dore was surrounded by an anxious multitude until 
his decease was announced. He suffered much. 

The Cumberland road. Some interesting fjets 
respecting this great national work, will be found 
among the proceedings of congress. We are truly 
surprised at the project of exacting a toll upon it, 
with the establishment of a regiment of gate-keep- 
ers, in the serv ice pf the United States. We cannot 
believe that this noble work, designed for the inte- 
resting purpose of drawing the western states nearer 
to those on the sea-board, will be disgraced by two- 
penny collections of toll, at every ten miles of the 
road. Provision ought to be made to keep it in re- 
pair; and perhaps, as, for the patriotic purpose just 
stated, the general government has made the im- 
provement, those who are immediately benefitted 
by it ought to contribute enough to keep it in order 
— but no more; and that also in the least trouble- 
some or oppressive manner: not by ten-niile-toll- 
gates, the keepers of which would eit up the great- 
er part of their receipts, and leave little, if nny 
thing, for repairs. If national works kre to be ma- 
naged en the principle now proposed to be applied 
to the Cumberland road, we do not wish to hear of 
any more of them. But there are many specialities 
belonging to this improvement, which we have nei- 
ther tame nor room to notice just now. 

New and interesting -work. In the 3rd page of the 
present volume, we insertedthe eighth chapter of a 
work then in the press, entitled "A Rabid Sketch ,” 
&c. It is since published with the following title 
— “The New Olive Branch, or an attempt to establish 
“ an identity of interest between agriculture, manufac • 
“ tures and commerce— and to prove, that a large por - 
“ tion of the manufacturing industry of this nation has 
“ been sacrificed to commerce; and that commerce ha* 
“ suffered by this policy nearly as much uz the tna/iu- 
“ factui'es** By M. Caret. 
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We sincerely recommend this new product of to grasp the sceptre lately wielded by the firm hand 
Mr. Carey’s indefatigable pen, to the attend /e pe- of A'apoleon. f As we believe that Prance cannot, so 
msal of every political economist or seeker after we also think that Great Britain will not, interfere 
truth. His propositions are explained with uncom- in the quarrel in Spain. There is nothing to gain by 
mon precision and strength, and supported by a supporting Ferdinand, but much to hope for from-* 
Continual reference to official documents. It is, revolution. It will make aconsiderabledcmandforar- 
certainly, the master-work of its sort that we have tides which she can furnish from her workshops, and 
seen; and, on account of its statistical facts alone, is augment or facilitate her commerce with the colo- 
worth more than the money charged for it. Mr. nies of Spain— perhaps, open the way to get posses? 
Carey does not write either for profit or for fame, sion of some of them, so ardently desired by her. 
though we think he is well entitled to receive both: Besides a war against the “Spanish patriots” would 
L- his great purpose is to cause labor to be respect- be the most unpopular act that can be imagined 
ed, and to bring about a system of policy which in England, where Ferdinand is universally exe- 
shall give to the laboring capacity of the nation a crated for his baseness and bigotry — the highest- 
reasonable state of perfection, as the only means toned loyal prints uniformly speak of him as infa- 
by which our country can be relieved of its embar- mous? indeed, he has shown as little gratitude tqr 
rassments. The person who buys more than he Great Britain as to his own subjects, for the exer- 
sells, must be beggared. tiona which, (whatever were their real purposes,) 

- - placed him on the throne. And the state of Eng- 

13 a land at this time is such, that it would be highly 

.European if rospects. inexpedient to excite the popular discontent-— the 

Since our last, we have again received late and late alarming disposition to riot has subsided, but 
important news from Europe. Our first attention the materiel of insurrection is undiminished; — anew 
is naturally directed to the progress of the revolt king too, has just been proclaimed — the parliament 
or revolution in Spain; but the intelligence is vague is dissolved, and many internal regulations are to be 
and uncertain, except that Cadiz yet remained in made. It is therefore in every respect, the interest 
the hands of the royal authorities as late as the 1st of England, as well as her inclination, to stand neu- 
of Feburary * — but the substance of what has reached tral, and suffer the Spaniards “to manage their own 
us is given under the proper head, page 64.^ It affairs in their own way,” at least for the present, 
does not appear that the insurgents, or patriots* Unless France or Great Britain moves in this quar- 
have carried on their work with the necessary ener- rel, it cannot be expected that any other of the Eu- 
gy and decision— but the leaders had much to do to ropean powers will interfere. Russia, Austria and 
organize the army Jo the new state of things, and Prussia are too distant to give immediate aid to 
no doubt, many difficulties to encounter: on the Ferdinand, if so inclined, and they cannot render it 
other side, the measures adopted by the court to if they would, without the aid of the Brit ish fleet to 
suppress the insurrection, seem to partake of its transport their troops by sea, or the permission of 
usual imbecility and laziness. The next arrival will France to march them through that country— nei- 
p rob ably give us something of a decisive charac- therof which can be thought of, if the latter powers 
ten We hope for the best, and trust that, as be- resolve to stand neutral. Ferdinand, then, has no 
fore observed, a great act of justice is about to be hope hut in the power of his priests over the multi- 
performed on Ferdinand the ungrateful, and his in- tuae, the influence of his favorites and officers, and 
famous councillors and priests It is not likely that in the vulgar prejudice to support him as king— . 
he will obtain any foreign aid against his revolted “the Lord’s anointed!” What these will avail him 
subjects. He is despised by all the world— there are yet to be seen. It appears to us, however, 
cannot be any feeling for him, except that which quite certain, on regarding the actual condition 
arises from the common iuterett of kings; and those of 8pain, that if the “patriots,” when they first 
of France and Great Britain, who act by constitu- come fairly into contact with the royal army pre- 
tkjns, or at least affect so to do, will hardl) put paring to march against them, have the advantage 
forth their hand to sustain a tyrant who has tramp- —that Ferdinand's flight or death must needs be 
led all law under his feet. Indeed, we should the consequence. The victory would open the dun- 
suppose that the state of France is such that the geons and bring forth men of high renown, once 
king’s ministers will not dare to move one step for the pride of Spain, to lead the people on to glory, 
the relief of Ferdinand:— it is evident from many and establish a government which in time would 
circumstances and the repeated declarations of the prepare them to enjoy a considerable portion of the 
king himself, that there is a vast force in that coun blessings of liberty, civil and religious. With such 
try disposed to what he calls “anarchy” — many prospects, we cannot be indifferent to the result, 
royal measures are contested in the chamber of And, if the revolt in Spain ends in a revolution 
deputies with a freedom and zeal which shews that — that is, if it succeeds, and Ferdinand is shaken 
the opposition is strongly supported by the people, off, who can calculate its effects on the re9tof Eu- 
It is probable also, that the veterans in the French rope— long likened to a volcano whose interior fires 
army would hardly march into Spain, to support only want an exciting cause to burst forth with re- 
the king. They would recollect the havoc of for- doubled violence? The prospect is awful ~ happily 
iner campaigns, and reason on the expediency of for the United States, we have no “entangling al- 
hazarding their lives in a cause in which it is impos liance” to bring us into the conflicts of nations. It 
sible that they should have an interest. The cir- is our true policy to act justly to all and between 
cumstances too, of the late horrible assassination of all, and remain as quiet as possible, that we may ga- 
the duke of Berri, will have a powerful tendency to ther strength to repel any aafailment, which even 

keep Louis quiet— he is a feeble man at best, and — ■ - ■ — 

by no means fitted for the times in which he lives— fP. S. Later accounts — see “Foreign articles,” 

■ - ■ ■ - ■ ■ - ■■■ shew us that France herself may be on the eve of a 

•P. S. We learn from Anvers, “direct from revolution. Such has been the state of the old 
Spain” under date of the 16th Feb. that “positive world for several years, and such is its present con- 
new” hid been received there of the occupancy of dition, that we are prepaid to receive wonderfift 
Cadis by the insurgent s, j news from any part of it, at any time. 
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the most frigid state of neutrality may not exemptt 
us from. The civilized world is in a singular state 
— so unsettled, that there is no such thing as telling 
to-day what the morrbw may bring forth; and the 
opinion is generally entertained, that the “age of re- 
solutions^ is not over. 


Relations with Spain. 

We have a pamphlet ef30 heavy pages, contain- 
ing the papers which accompanied the president’s 
message to the senate of the 8th inst. in relation to 
our affairs with Spain. On slightly looking over 
this mass of matter, we cannot consent to promise 
it a place in the RzeuTZK, for there is not any thing 
new in the whole of it! — the old story, of demand- 
ing justice on our part, and neglect or evasion on 
the part of the Spanish government. On the 18th of 
October, Mr* Forsyth presented a strong note to 
the Spanish minister, which the latter returned on 
the 12th of November, as “repugnant to the delica- 
cy and attention which are peculiar to* and invari- 
ably obsen ed in, all diplomatic communications.” 
Authentic copies of the grants of lands made to the 
duke of Alagon, fcc. though requested by Mr. For- 
syth, were refused — the “king’s word” as to such 
things being sufficient, he. We hope that Mr. 
Forsyth has been directed to leave Madrid— he is 
of no mahner of dse there* and we had better save 
the cost of the embassy. 

The following papers, however, presented to the 
hoif9e of representatives on the 16th inst. by the 
chairman of the eommittce on foreign relations, are 
interesting— 

The secretary of state to Mr. Lowndes. 
William Lowndes, esq chairman 

of the committee of foreign relations; 

Department of slate, WasSitgton, Dec. 16, 1819. 

Sin-^With reference to the question proposed 
by the committee* “whether the executive consi- 
ders the Florida treaty as a subsisting one, valid 
according to national law* and giving the same per- 
fect rights* and imposing the same perfect obliga- 
tions, as if it had been ratified,” I have the honor to 
state that the president considers the treaty of the 
22d of February last as obligatory upon the honor 
and good faith of Spain, not os a perfect treaty, gra- 
tification being an essential formality to that,) but 
as a compact which Spain was bound to ratify — as 
an adjustment of the differences between the two 
nations, which the king of Spain, by hi9 full power 
to his minister, had solemnly promised to approve, 
ratify and fulfil. This adjustment is assumed as the 
measure of what the United States had a right to 
obtain from Spain, from the signature of the treaty* 
The principle may be illustrated by reference to 
tfire rules of municipal law, relative to transactions 
between individuals. The difference between the 
treaty unratified and ratified, may be likened to the 
difference between a covenant to convey lands and 
the deed of conveyance itself* Upon a breach of 
tpe covenant to convey, courts of equity decree 
that the party who has broken his covenant shall 
convey, and further, shall make good to the other 
party all damages which he has sustained by the 
breach of contract. 

As there is no court of chancery between nations, 
their differences can be settled only by agreement, 
or by force. The resort to force is justifiable only 
when justise chnnot be obtained bv negociation. 
And the resort to force is- limited to the attainment 
of justice. The wrong received marks the bounda- 
ries of the right to be obtained. 

The king of Spain was bound to ratify the treaty; 


bound by the principles of the law of nations ap- 

{ dicable to the case; and further bound by the so* 
emn promise in the full power. He refusing to 
perform this promise and obligation, the United 
States have a perfect right to do what a court of 
chancery would do in a transaction of a similar cha- 
racter between individuals; namely, to compel the . 
performance of the engagement as far as compuh 
sion can accomplish it, and to indemnify themselves 
for all the damages snd charges incident to the ne- 
cessity of using compulsion. They cannot compel 
the king of Spain to sign the act of ratification, and 
therefore, canhot make the instrument a perfect 
treaty. But they tan, and are justifiable in so do- 
ing, take that which the treaty, if perfect, would 
have beuml Spain to deliver up to them; and they 
are further entitled to indemnity for all the expen- 
ses and damages which they may sustain by conse- 
quence of the refusal of Spain to ratify. The refu- 
sal to ratify gives them the same right to do justice 
to themselves as the refusal to fulfil would have 
given them, if Spain had ratified, and then ordered 
the governor of Florida not to deliver over the 
province. 

By considering the treafy as the term beyond 
which the United States will not look back, in their 
controversial relations with Spain, they not only 
will manifest a continued respect for the sanctity 
of their own engagements, but they avoid the in- 
convenience of re-entering upon a field of mutual 
complaint and crimination, so extensive, that it , 
Would be scarcely possible to decide where Or 
when negociation should cease, or at what point 
force should be stayed for satisfied right; and, by 
resorting to force only so far as the treaty had ac- 
knowledged their right, they offer an inducement 
to Spain to complete the transaction on her part. 
Without proceeding to general hostility. But Spain 
must be responsible to the United States for every 
wrong done by her, after the signature of the treaty 
by her minister; and the refusal to ratify his act in 
the first wrong, for which they are entitled to re- 
dress. 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, siy, 
your very humble and bbedient servant. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAM3. 

The secretary of state to Mr. Lowndes • 

William Lowndes, esq. Chairman 
of the committee of foreign relations, 

Dkpaitmext of state, 
Washington, December 16, 1819* 

St » — In answer to the question continued in yfiur 
letter of the 10th inst. I have the honor to state, for 
the information of the committee, 

1st* That information has been received by the 
government of the U. States, though not through a 
direct channel, rtor in authentic form, that another 
motive, besides those atleged in the letter of the 
duke of San Fernando td Mr. Forsyth, did operate 
upon the Spanish cabinet, to induce the withhold- 
ing of the ratification of the treaty, namely, the ap- 
prehension that the ratification would be immedi- 
ately followed by the recognition by the U. States 
of the independence of one or more of the South 
American provinces. It has been suggested, that 
probably the most important of the explanations 
which the minister, to be seut by Spain, will be in- 
structed to ask, will consist of an explicit declara- 
tion of the intentions of this government In that 
respect. There is reason also to believe, that 
the impunity with which privateers, fitted out, man- 
ned and officered, in one or or more of our ports, 
have committed hostilities upon the Spanish com- 
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iwcrce, will be alleged among the reasons for delay, 
and perhaps some pledge may be required oi the 
effectual execution, against these practices, of laws 
v hich appear to exist on the statute book. 

It may be proper to remark that, during the ne- 
jgociation of the Florida treaty, repeated and very 
earnest efforts were made, both by Mr. Pizarro, at 
Madrid, and by Mr. Onia here, to obtain from the 
government of the United States, either a positive 
stipulation or a tacit promise, tliat the United States 
would not recognize any of the South American 
l eNolutionary governments; and that the Spanish 
jicgociators were distinctly and explicitly informed 
that this government would not assent to any such 
engagement, either express or implied. 

l 2. By all the information which lias been obtained 
of the prospective view s of the French and Russian 
governments, in relation to the course which it was 
by them thought probable would be pursuedby the 
United States, it is apparent that they strongly ap- 
prehended the immediate forcible occupation of 
Florida by the United suites, on the non-ratifica- 
tion by Spain of the treaty, within the stipulated 
time. France and Russia have both earnestly dis- 
suaded us from that course, not by any regular ofti 
cial communication, but by informal friendly ad- 
vice; deprecating immediate hostility, on account 
of its tendency to kindle a general war, which they 
fear would be the consequence of a war between the 
United States and Spain. It was alleged that, in the 
j) resent slate of our controversy with Spain, the 
opinion of all Europe on the point at issue, was in 
our favor against her. That by exercising patience 
a little longer, by waiting at least to bear the minis- 
ter, who was announced as coming to give and re- 
ceive explanations, we could not fail of obtaining, 
ultimately, without resort to force, the right to 
which it was- admitted we were entitled. But that 
precipitate measures of violence might not only 
provoke ^p&in to war, but changing the slate of the 
question between us; would exhibit us to the w orld 
as the aggressors, and would indispose against us 
those now the most decided in our favor. 

It is not expected that, in the event pf a war with 
Spain, any European power will openly take a part 
in it against the United Stales, but there is no doubt 
that the principal reliance of Spain will be upon 
the employment of privateers in France and Eng- 
land, as well as in the East and West India seas, 
and upon our own coast, under the Spanish flag, 
but manned from all nations, including citizens of 
our own, expatriated into Spanish subjects for the 
• purpose. 

b. The enclosed copies of letters from Mr. Fro- 
mentin, contain the most particular information pos- 
sessed by the executive, with regard to the subjects 
mentioned in your third enquiry. In the mouth of 
September, a corps of 3,000 men arrived at the Ha- 
vana from Spain, one-third of whom are said to have 
already fallen victims to the diseases of that climute. 
By advices from the Havana, as recent as the 4ih of 
thiB month, we are assured tliat no part of this force 
is intended tobe^in any event, employed in Florida. 

4. A communication from the secretary of w ar, 
also herewith enclosed, contains the information 
requested by the committee upon this enquiry. 

5. At the time when captain Read left Madrid, 
I3tl» Oct. Mr. Forsyth had no positive information 
even of the appointment of the person who is to 
come out as the minislar Indirectly wc have b' en 
assured that he might be expected to arrive here in 
ihe course of the present month. 

1 uni, with great respect, sir, your very obedient 
MWaul, JOHN ADAMS. 


Foreign Articles. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

London dates of ike 18 th February. 

The king w as announced as restored to health on 
the 10th of February, but requiring time to recover 
his strength. 

A reconciliation had taken place between the 
king and the duke of Sussex, his brother. 

Every body knows that the king, even George 
IV. is the head of the church in pursuance of Ids 
authority, he has altered the liturgy, and ordered 
that the people shall not pray for his w ife. 

The body of the old king was interred with great 
ceremony on the 16th of Feb. All sorts- of business 
was suspended. 

George IV' had so far recovered his health as to 
preside iu the council on the 17th of Feb. he sent 
a message to parliament on the loss of the nation 
sustained by the decease of his father, which im- 
posed on him the necessity of summoning a new 
parliament within a limited period, which he should 
do without the least delay — to which the house of 
lords returned an address of condolence and con- 
gratulation. 

Qf^After resignmg/»ro forma and being reappoint- 
ed by the new king, the chief of the ministers, such* 
as the lord chancellor and lord Castlereagh, really 
resigned, but were finally reinstated. They could 
not conse nt to act for king George the 4th, it seems, 
to bring- his wife to immediate trial for crimes 
which, con vie eel of, ^Jie must be beheaded on the 
scaffold / Can this be possible ? 

We do not precisely recollect the offence with 
which tiie princess of Wales,now the queen of Eng- 
land was charged; but believe it was for incontinen- 
cy before marriage. It was only a short time before 
her death, that the present king treated the prin- 
cess Charlotte as his daughter; and it was thought 
by many, that he never believed that she was his 
child. His wife, however, is generally considered 
as a much injured woman. 

(^Another account says that the king only 
wished to divorce his wife. This is the most pro- 
bable story. 

The London Packet of February 16, states that 
it wu&reported the day previous, that on the death 
of Iris late majesty, an intimation was transmitted 
to the queen, embracing these alternatives— that 
she might choose a residence wherever she pleas- 
led abroad, with the style of queen — and be allow- 
ed /50,000 per annum, and a frigate to attend her 
commands, on condition that she remained abroad, 
and sought no further establishment:— Or, a regular 
public renewal of the delicMe investigation, em- 
bracing transacti ms abroad, if she returned home: 

We made a mistake in calling the daughter of 
the duke of Kent, the heir apparent of the British . 
kingdoms — she is the probable heir. The duke of 
York is heir apparent, and the duke of Clarence the 
heir presumptive. After whom will succeed the 
daughter of the duke of Kent, in preference to 
other tinch-s or aunts, the duke having been the 4th 
son of the late king. 

Sir Isaac Heard, the garter-king-at-arms, is 9^ 

years of age. 

Died in January last, aged 88, the mother of Ro- 
bert Burns . Also Henry Grattan, the famous Irish' 
orator. 

It is stated in an Irish paper, that Phillips, the 
celebrated barrister, is about to enter into holy 
orders 

It is said tliat lord Castlereagh has been “grossly 
insulted by the populace at Norfolk.” 
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Many parts of Ireland are in a dreadful state. Fear- 
ful murders and outrageous robberies abound. In 
jGalway about 500 ribandmen besieged the bishop 
in the church, which he was defending with armed 
men! A party of soldiers was sent to relieve his 
lordship, and raise the siege. 

English agents are charged with having contri- 
buted to the disturbances in Ireland. 

Some of the persons convicted of seditious and 
treasonable practices at Manchester, have been sent 
to the hulks at Sheerness, heavily ironed. 

It is stated in the Liverpool papers, that the cir- 
culation of gorged notes is more extensive than at 
any former period. 

The act which has passed the parliament of Eng- 
land, for the suppression of libellous publications, 
takes in at a sweep all small papers, whether pam- 
phlets, weekly journals, trial reports, or of any de- 
scription which will not afford a duty of about seven 
cents on each. There are three ways in which it is 
to operate: In the first place, every printer rou9t 
£ive security to the amount of 5000/. sterling, for 
the purity of the matter he shall print'; then the 
publisher or printer must pay the stamp duty of 4 d, 
English, on each copy; and for the second offence 
he ns to suffer banishment. Sir V. De Crespigne 
gravely observed upon the bill, just as it was about 
to be passed, that if the noble lord Castlereagh 
should happen to be cut off by the hands of the law, 
the world would be deprived by the bill of his lord- 
ship’s dying speech and confession . 

It is stated that there were 100 destitute Ameri- 
can seamen in London, several of whom had sewed 
sexeral years in the British navy t supported by the 
American consul, from funds drawn from the United 
States’ government. The consul had contracted 
for the passage of 50 of them to the United States — 
who have arrived. 

The London Globe, of Jan. 39, says — “We under- 
stand that the lords of the treasury have given di- 
rections to allow mechanics, artificers, &c. to emi- 
grate from Great Britain to any country and in any 
ship. 

At Brighton, the wildest of the feathered tribe 
have been so punished with the frost, that they have 
left the woods, for warmer shelter in the habitations 
of men. Black* birds, starlings, larks and thrushes 
have been pursued by boys, at mid-day, and easily 
taken by the hand. 

In 1683, the frosts were the most severe ever 
known in Europe. A greater number of poor in 
Germany, France, Britain and Ireland froze to death. 
Wild ducks and other water fowl fell dead in the 
streets in England. Hares and rabbits came into 
the town and took shelter. 

Mr. Preston, late member of parliament,has shewn 
that a laboring man, with the miserable gains of the 
best weaver, namely, seven shillings a week, or 
eighteen pounds five shillings a year, pays 10 pounds 
fur taxes, leaving eight pounds for the maintenance 
and education of his family. 

A considerable excitement had been raised 
against gen. Devereux, as having acted without au- 
thority from the government of Venezuela, and as 
if he made a trade of sending men thither to pe- 
rish — as most of the poor fellows already have. 
But his friends have succeeded in convincing the 
people that he had acted fairly. Why has he not 
joined the troops? 

The queen. Certain letters from this person, da- 
ted at Marseilles, have appeared in the British pa- 
pers. She speaks of her uncomfortable situation 
in France, whither she had proceeded to meet her 
Jegal advisers. She says— “1 have been much alarm- 


ed about a rumor relating to our ever beloved and 
lamentedking’s health; if, on the event of any thing 
happening to our revered monarch, I put ray only 
trust in the generosity of the great nation, to pro- 
tect me from the hands of my enemies. I have 
great pleasure to inform you, that all my debts ii> 
England and Italy have been paid.” 

“I intend leaving Marseilles on the 20th of this 
month, and shall return into Italy. In case my 
presence should be necessary in England, I will 
come by sea, and not expose myself to the possibi- 
lity of being badly received by the family of the 
Bourbqns. The presenting, when in a distressed 
situation, was well received by my late father’s 
court at Brunswick-palace, and every comfort was 
afforded to him; but such great personages have the 
talent to forget where they have received civil. ties. 
In a strange country,! think the daughter should at 
least have been kindly received, without pomp or 
parade, but in a friendly way; that was all 1 expect- 
ed, as I travelled incognito. 

‘CAROLINE, princess of Wales.” . 

Ancient customs . — On the day that the present 
king was to be proclaimed as George the Fourth, a 
procession was formed fronting the palace of Carl- 
ton-house, and proceeded for the city, when, on the 
cavalcade arrivi- g at Temple-bar, they found the 
gates, according to ancient custom, closed. “The 
city marshal was sent forward to the gate, intima- 
tion having been given to the lord mayor that 
there was a loud knocking at the gate, and a de- 
maud of admittance from some persons outside. 
The marshal went to the gate, and asked, who 
knocks,’ and was answered, ‘the herald king at 
arms. I attend wi.h a warrant to proclaim king 
George the fourth. Open your gates.’ The city 
marshal answered, ‘1 shall inform the lord jnayor 
that you are in waiting at the gate.’ The marshal 
then rode back to the lord mayor, and having in- 
formed him that the herald king at arms was in 
waiting for admission, to proclaim George the 
fourth, king of England, was directed by his lord, 
ship to give the admission required, which was to 
be limited to the herald king at arms. The mar- 
shall upon going to the gates, said to the officers, 
“open one side of the gates and admit the herald 
king at arms, and him alone.” The herald then 
rode in, supported by his guards, and was accom- 
panied by the city marshal to the lord mayor. The 
herald king at arms presented the warrant. — The 
lord mayor immediately said, ‘admit the whole 
precession into our city of London.* ” 

On the death of a king, all patents of office must 
be renewed within si* months; and every person 
executing a judicial ofpee, without such renewal, 
“falls within the danger of a pvemunire .” But eve- 
ry thing, judicial as well as executory, will proceed 
as heretofore, for six.months, unless revoked by the 
present king. 

The inmate? of Windsor Castle have all re- 
moved from thence, it being required that the pa- 
lace should be unoccupied for the space of one year 
after the death of the sovereign. 

Gambling in high life . — Nothing has been talked 
of in the fashionable circles during the la9t two 
days, but the recent losses at play, sustained by a 
gieat military chief who, carried away by that 
wretched -propensity, is said to have been almost 

beggared! It is said that lord Y has come in for* 

280,000/. of tlve booty on this occasion, and, t9 
crown all, that the f edged bird has contrived to wing 
his flight to the continent. Sic transit gloria mundil 

Another paper di .nctly soys, that the “great 
| military chief,” is the Juke of Wellington, and that 
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those whoso completely fleeced him, were the duke 
of Clarence (prince William Henry) and lord Yar- 
mouth!— J?oya/ doing*? 

Revenue, By the account! returned to parlia- 
ment, we observe that the consolidated fund on 
the JQfo Oct, last wasinarrear 10,693,0 o9/12j 6^d. 
and the deficiency of the revenue of the united 
kingdom, from 5th Jan. to IQfo October, 1819, as 
compared with the same period of 1818, was 
1,067,851/. In this deficiency all the new taxes are 
included; consequently the actual deficiency, as 
compared with 1818, is much larger than the above 
amount; and the charges added to the consolidated 
fund, by interest of loans of 1818 and 1819, up to 
October 10, 1819, and for which no provision has 
been made, amount to 2,381,573/ 8$ 0 id. and if 
the deficiency from October to January 1820, be 
added to the consolidated fund, the arrear on the 
5t|i Jan. 1820, will be about eleven millions. We 
apprehend a sum, unprecedented in the annals of 
finance, to have been lent by the bank, and for 
which the bank has a mortgage on the revenue ac- 
cniing from 5th Jan. 18$0 to 5th \pnl, 1820, and 
Which revenue actually has been previously assign- 
ed to the public creditor; consequently, should the 
bank refuse to advance nearly the whole dividends 
in April, they cannot be paid. 

We apprehend the probable deficiency of re- 
venue for the year 1819, as compared with 1818, 
deducting the amount received on account of new 
taxes, will be about 1,600,0001, 

We trust the enormous arrear on the consolidat- 
ed fund, amounting to eleven millions, cannot go op, 
and that parliament (even the present) must make 
some provision for its liquidation. We fear we 
shall be again called on for new taxes, if the re T 
ports be true, that considerably less malt* beer and 
spirits are made than were ihade last year, and IF] 
the exports and imports continue to decline. They 
tiave produced, from 5th Jan. to 11th Feb. about 
150,000/. less than they did ip the same period last 
year. Mom. Crou . 

Abstract of the net produce of the revenue of] 
Great Britain, ip the year ending 5th Jan. 1820: 
Customs : : /. 6, 3 19,988 

Excise ; : : 19,768,318 

Stamps ; : : 6,184,239 

Post-office : : : 1,475,000 

Assessed taxes z : 6,176,529 

Land taxes : : : 1,234,325 

Miscellaneous : : 392,732 

Unappropriated war duties 166,001 

Total consolidated fond 41,717,132 

Annual duties to pay off bills 3,484*134 

M ? ar taxes : * : : 3,015,549 

Total revenue : ^ 48,156,158 

Revenue to 5th Jan. 1819 48,982,960 

Difference : ; : 826,802 

Debt of Qreat Britain. By an account lately laid 
before the house of commons, it appears that the 
total debt of Great Britain and Ireland, amounted 
to /.l, 181, 502, 362 

Of which there lias heen redeemed, 389,637,049 


Leaving total unredeemed debt, 791,867,3.13 

Tne sinking fund amounted to 15,815,001 

Total charge, including sinking fopd 45,749,296 
’ Loitdov, January 22. — The atmosphere at Teign- 
mouth, on Tuesday, was literally clouded with a 
flight of larks, which appeared to come from the 
opposite coast; many were drowned in the passage, 


and great numbers dropped on the shoroin an ex* 
haustable state. Some of the inhabitants amused 
themselves by shooting at those, whose superior 
strength had enabled them to keep on the wing, 
and 20 or 30 were frequently brought down at a 
shot: several hundred were caught in the e/ening, 
their weakness disabling them from flying. So 
great was the number shot and captured,* that they 
were carried about for sale in large baskets, at the 
price of la. for seven dozen; and the bakers’ ovens 
were the next day literally crammed with lark- pies. 

Trade of Liverpool . Number of vessels reported 
at the custom-house, for the Jast two years: 

1818. 1819, 

From Europe : : 807 653 

British, from foreign ports 827 815 

Foreign, do. 359 246 

Ireland and Isle of Man, 1824 1874 

The coasters amounted to 9921. 

FRANCE. 

There appears to be much warmth in the cham- 
ber of deputies about the election law. The mi- 
material party is charged with employing every 
specie! of seduction to accomplish the purposes of 
the court. A project for the better security of the 
purchasers of die national property has passed — 184 
to 43. 

It is stated that the committee of the chamber of 
peere, has. rejected the project of a law, further tu 
restrain the liberty of the press. 

At about the 1 6th of Feb. a great number of fo- 
reigners were leaving Paris with precipitation, as if 
a revolution was expected to take place. In con-, 
sequence of the assassination of the duke of Berfo 
it is said that the government will propose certain 
strong measures, which will produce a ferment. 

Paris , Feb . 24.— The inhabitants of this metro- 
polis have been horror-struck by an atrocious as- 
sassination, perpetrated last night, at 10 o’clock, on 
the person of his royal highness the duke de Berri. 
The prince attended the duchess to her carriage in 
quitting the Opera-House, she was already seated* 
whep a parson passing quickly by his royal high- 
ness, encircled nim with his left arm, and thrust a 
a poignard, four inches and a half long, in his right 
breast up tp the hilt, On feeling the wound he ut- 
tered a cry and fell senseless into the arms of hip 
servants. The duchess herself sprang out of the 
carriage find drew the dagger from the duke’s 
breast, whose only exclaipation was, "je tne menrs 
[1 am dying.) The duke was conveyed into one of 
the saloons of foe opera, and the nearest surgeon, 
sent for. The duchess never quitted the couch of 
her husband. The duke of Orleans, who was at 
the opera, arrived immediately, accompanied by 
the duchess and mademoiselle. M. Pasquier came 
shortly afterwards, bringing with him in his carriage 
M. Dupuytreu. The surgeon bled foe prince 
three times, and washed the wound with warm lo- 
tions. The internal hemorrhage making an alarm- 
ing progress, cupping was applied, which made 
his royal highness super so much, that he exclaim- 
ed, U M. Dupuytreu — epargnez moi—je sens, tna po- 
sition — jfi ne evois pas que cefa serve a rein .” [M r 
Dupuytreu, spare me from further suffering— I am 
sensihle of my fate — I do not think it wui avail 
any thing.] 

M. de Cazes was seated in onp of the comers of 
the chamber in indescribable grief. The assassin was 
interrogated in the presence of M, de Cazes, and 
deolared, boldly declared foat he had meditated 
the murder ever since 1814, and that he had quit- 
ed Mentz for Calais, in the intention of assassinat- 
ing the king on his rentree , but that he was too 
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late; that he had at length resolved on the exter - 1 
ruination of the duke de Berri, as the youngest of! 
the family, knowing that nature would soon dis- 
pense him from the necessity of abridging the days 
of the king. 

M Jacquinot de Pampelune examined him: a 
second dagger was found on his person. 

Mademoiselle fainted twice, nor would the duch- 
ess d’ Orleans leave the bed-side of the prince till 
the king ordered her away. 

The duke de Berri died at six o'clock in the 
arms of his majesty. 

London, Feb. 18. We have received this morn- 
ing the Paris papers of Tuesday. They are, of 
course, painfully interesting, for they communicate 
a variety of facts connected with the assassination 
of his royal highness the duke de Berri. Among 
the most important of these is the undeniable one, 
that the atrocious crime was committed from po- 
litical motives. This alarming truth was distinct- 
ly admitted, not only by the members of the two 
chambers, who met to address his majesty upon the 
mournful occasion, but it is recognized by the king 
himself, in the concluding sentence of his answer 
to the address of the deputies.— “The chamber 
cannot doubt," said his majesty, “that feeling as a 
man, and acting as a king, I shall adopt every ne- 
cessary measure to preserve the state from dangers, 
of which / am too forcibly forewarned by the crime of 
this day. 9 * The assassin himself, indeed, accord- 
ing to the letter of our private correspondent, upon 
being interrogated, avowed that he had extermi- 
nated the duke, as the youngest of the royal fami- 
ly, ‘knowing that nature would soon relieve him 
from the necessity of abridging the days of the 
king/ 

The duke of Berri was in his 42nd year, and after 
his aged father, the count d’ Artois, the nearest heir 
of the throne. He has a daughter; but women can- 
not reign in France. His widow, however, is end- 
ente. 

The assassin of the duke is about 30 years of age; 
his name is Louvel. It appears he was one of those 
who went and returned with Bonaparte from Elba, 
and has since been employed, up to the very time of 
the fatal deed, in the king’s hunting establish- 
ment. 

The prince having expressed a desire to see his 
infant daughter, when she was brought to him, in 
her cradle, at four o’clock in the morning, he kiss- 
ed the babe, and gave ithis benediction, pronounc- 
ing these remarkable words: — “Poor infant, I wish 
that you may be less unfortunate than the rest of my 
family.* 9 

The duchess de Berri fell senseless when her 
august partner expired, She was tom from the side 
of her departed husband. When she recovered, 
ahe threw herself on her knees before the king, and 
implored him to grant her leave to return to Na- 
ples. 

The assassin’s name is Pierre Joseph Louvel . He 
has been examined before the ministers, when his 
replies were as follow: 

Q. What induced you to commit this crime?— -A. 
My opinions, my sentiments. 

Q. What are they? — A. 1 think the Bourbons are 
tyrants, and the most cruel enemies of France. 

Q. In that supposition, why did you attack the 
duke de Berri in preference to the rest?— A. Be- 
cause he is the youngest prince of the royal family, 
and seemed to be destined to perpetuate that race, 
hostile to France. 

Q. Do you repent your act?— A. No. 


2. Had you any instigator, auy accomplice? — A. 
None. 

Yesterday, (the 14th instant,) an individual, a- 
mongst the group on the place Carousal, uttered 
many seditious expressions, and dared to exhibit a 
ferocious joy at the deed which has plunged France 
in mourning. The persons around him, whom sen- , 
timents of grief had induced to repair to the vicini- 
ty of the Louvre, took him into custody, and escort- 
ed him to the police-office. 

In the chamber of peers, M. de Cszas appear- 
ed with an ordonnance of the king, pursuant to 
the penal code, constituting that chamber a tribu- 
nal for the trial of Louvel . — “If this crime,” said the 
minister, “fills our hearts with profound indigna- 
tion, what must be our feelings, when the confes-. 
sions of the criminal himself, (who glories in his 
offence) informs us, that the august individual who 
has fallen, was not the only one whose death was 
meditated, but that all those upon whom our desti- 
nies rest, to whom were forever linked our fidelity 
and love, were condemned; and thatthe most sacred 
life, as well as the most necessary to the country, 
had equally its fatal termination in the designs Of 
the criminal." 

M. de Cazas, one of the king’s ministers, is 
strongly suspected of having had some agency in the 
murder of the duke of Bern. The Paris papers have 
several criminating paragraphs against him, without 
particularizing charges. 

Numerous patroles have paraded the streets of 
Paris, as if some great disturbance was immediate- 
ly expected to take place — and some riotous as- 
semblages of young men seemed to countenance 
the cautions observed. A member of the cham- 
ber of deputies gave notice on the 15th of Feb. 
that he should the next day bring an accusation 
again8tthe count de Cazas, minister of the interior, 
as guilty of treason— [of being concerned in the as- 
sassination of the duke of Berri] — and yesterday 
morning, says a Paris paper of the 18th, all the fa- 
mily of de Cazas, stepfather, stepmother, wife and 
sister, prostrated themselves at his feet, who for 
more than 48 hours had been in a state of dejection, 
and supplicated him to fly from the storm that w wi 
gathering over his head. Moved by their attach- 
ment, and overcome with fear, this favorite minis- 
ter went to the Tuilleries at one o'clock, and beg. 
ged tbe king to accept of his resignation, acknow- 
ledging tliat this measure was indispensable to the 
safety of the monarchy. 

dj* France appears to be in a very unquiet state 
and we are prepared to expect great news from 
ihatcountry. 

KAPOLSOW BOMAFARTZ 

The IX volume of the memoirs of Napoleon, of 
which 2000 copies were sold in Paris in one day, 
when the work was seized by the police, re-print - 
ed in England, has been received at Philadelphia, 
and re-published there. We have not seen the 
work, but it is spoken of as highly interesting. It 
is believed to be authentic as written by himself, 
and published under the inspection of Dr. O'Meara, 
with/* short preface. It is thought, also, that Dr. 
O’Meara is in possession of the preceding volumes, 
but that, in opinion of the author, the proper time 
for their publication has not arrived. The portion 
of the history of Napoleon embraced in this volume, 
is said to be full of interest. It “comprises an au- 
thentic account of the memorable events that oc- 
curred in France and Flanders during the hundred 
days.’’ In other words, it begins with the embark- 
ation of the emperor at Elba, and ends just before 
his embarkation for St. Helena. “Besides the co- y'* 
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? iou-4 details of the operations of the campaign of 
815, it contains military criticisms of the first or- 
der.” 

spuir. 

VT e have a large mass of matter, containing rumors 
and reports, and extracts ofletters, &c. &c. respect- 
ing the revolt of the Spanish army at Cadiz. The 
latest accounts from that city have been received 
•via Antwerp; a journal published at which, on the 
the 18th of Feb. says— “We have just received po- 
sitive news of the occupation of Cadiz by the insur- 
gents. A vessel which arrived at Ostend, the day 
before yesterday, from that port, h 119 g’ven us en- 
tire certainty of it — the vessel is furnished with 
connaissemons coustitutionncls .” 

Now this ‘positive news’ seems to be contradicted 
by later Antwerp papers, which give us the follow- 
ing articles: 

Cadiz, Feb, 1 — Our mercantile paper contains two 
proclamations of gen. Frey ere; one of them to the 
insurgent soldiers, calling on them to return to his 
standard; and the other to ti c inhabitants of Cadiz, 
praising their lid< lityJ Gen. F. left X res on the 
29th ult. anil is how at Port Royal, about 8 leagues 
from the insurgents; the two parties are in presence 
of each other. 

Jlfatlnd, Feb. 1 — The minister Lozano, and seve- 
ral other persons, who have had the confidence of 
the king, have been arrested. The captain general 
of the province executed, in person, the king’s or- 
ders, and has sent them into exile. 

Paris, Feb. Id.— A letter from Barcelona states 
that a vessel, despatched from Cadiz, arrived off that 
port on the 29th Jan. bearing despatches to the 
captain. gen. Casteneros, enjoining him to acknow- 
ledge and proclaim the const itutional government. 
The captain-gen. refused to receive the despatches, 
and the vessel immediately made sail. According 
to the same letter, Malaga would be in the power 
of the insvirgents. 

Another account states that the insurgents have 
got possession of all the provisions that had been 
collected for the expedition. 

Additional accounts . Palis , Feb. 17 — Letters from 
Bayonne state, that an engagement has taken place 
in the neighborhood of Seville, between thfe royal 
troops and the insurgents, in which the former were 
completely beaten. . 

Feb. 18— Extract of a letter from Bayonne of Feb. 
12: According to letters from Cadiz of the 1st, re- 
ceived this day, all is tranquil in that city; but it is 
the tranquility of a man in agony You will judge 
whether the insurgents are not in some force when 
the chief of the national army has detached a divi- 
sion of 3000 for Algesiras, to accompany from thence 
to the head-quarters several members of the cortes, 
xvho had landed there. .It is said there have been 
some skirmishes between the royal and insurgent 
troops, in which the latter had the advantage. The 
troops have left Vittoria for Gallacia, where some 
troubles have broke on*. 

. Anvers, Feb. 16. — Direct from Spain. We have re- 
ceived positive news of the occupation of Cadiz 
by the insurgents 

(j^/'Tbe gen. Freyere mentioned, is the king’s offi- 
cer in the south, jvho has been collecting troops to 
.oppose or subdue the insurgents, entrenched on the 
isle of Leon, and possessed of the chief supplies laid 
up for the “grand expedition.” But such is the 
nature of . Cadiz, that it may be defended by 5,000 
men ^against 500,000, except attacked by heavy 
ships* in aid of a land force. It is very strongly 
walled all round — and the approach to it by land is 
by a sand bank, on w hich a road ia raised that, tor. 


between two to three miles, is less than 100 feet 
wide, and is commanded by numerous pieces of 
artillery. The genius of Napoleon's best officers* 
it will be recollected, was foiled here, though mor- 
tars, &c. were prepared especially to assail the city. 
The governor, it is said, has ordered the inhabitants 
to be disarmed. 

Gen. Frey ere’s army is reported to consist of 15,000 
men. Some accounts say that the insurgents have 
lost many by desertions — others, that they are 
strengthened by recruits from the royal forces and 
the peasantry. They wear a red cockade ornament- 
ed with a green triangle. A proclamation of Qui - 
roga, “general in chief of the national army,” ex- 
horts them to union and discipline, saying that “vic- 
tory awaits our banners, and in her train, the glory 
and reward which the country will lavishly bestow.” 
Their flag is the Spanish, to which is added two 
sabres crossed, above the escutcheon. 

A Paris paper says— “The greatest part of the 
letters from Spain, received at Bordeaux, from the 
6th to the 7th, (of Feb.) have on the head of them 
“liberty, constitution.” 

O^We must wait further accounts. It is impos- 
sible to determine what is the actual state of things 
in Spain. But something must hare happened be- 
fore this to fix the Character of transactions therein. 

Kl.THKft LANDS. 

We learn from the Hague, under date of the 28th 
of Jan. that in the Reluwe, seventy two villages 
were under water! In many places all the houses 
with their inhabitants had been swept away! The 
king has given 100,000 florins to assist those who 
have suffered by the inundation, and personally vi- 
sited sundry places in distress The dykes have 
given away, and large fields are covered with mas- 
ses of ice. 

RUSSIA. 

The force of the Russian army, last year, made a 
total of 1,038,000 men, including 47,088 cannon. 

I Imperial birth-day present. — The following decree 
was issued by the emperor of Russia on his last 
birth day. It would doubtless afford pleasure to 
their respective subjects, if all the monarchsin Eu- 
rope were able and willing to follow so noble an 
example:— 

St. Petersburgh , Dec. 29. 

On occasion of the birth-day of his majesty the 
emperor, the following most important ukase has 
been published, by which all the war taxes imposed 
in the year 1812 are abolished. This law is to be 
in force from the 1st January, 1820. The benefits 
which his majesty incessantly confers upon his sub- 
jects do not a little contribute to increase their at- 
tachment to him: — 

“From the report which has been laid before us 
by our minister of finance upon the revenue and 
expenditure of the year 1820, we have recognized 
with the roost lively satisfaction the possibility of 
gratifying the wish which we have constantly had 
at heart, of lessening the burden of the ia\es, 
which, to our great regret, the urgent necessity of 
providing for the extraordinary calls of the state for 
a time obliged us to increase. In consequent of 
the blessings of peace, which Divine Providence 
lias given iis, the sources of public revenue flow 
more abundantly, and we have been able to apply 
annually 60,000,000 to the consolidation of the pub- 
lic credit, to increase the pay of our brave army,, 
and, after providing for all the public expenses of 
the next year, we arc now able to give our faithful 
subjects a new proof of our eagerness to lessen 
their burdens, and tf* promote the means bv whi<;h 
tfieir welfare, may bo increased by the prosperity of 
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'he various branches of agriculture and industry. 
tVe therefore order, that from the first (loth) Jan- 
uary of the ensuing year, 1820, the imposts shall 
cease which were imposed by the decree of the 11th 
(23d) February, 1812, on the revenue of all real 
property arising from feudal services (redevances) 
wood.cutting, rent of land or houses, profits of ma- 
nufactures, and other establishments; and that 
from the date above-mentioned, the farther levy of 
them shall cease, and the owners be no longer bound 
to give a statement of their incojne as before pre- 
scribed. At the same time that we abolish this 
tax on the real property of all classes without ex 
ception, we wish and hope that this relief may con- 
tribute to the increase of the general prosperity, 
and consequentlvto the advantage of the state. 

[Signed] ALEXANDER” 

ARABIA. 

A correspondent of a London paper states, that 
in travelling thro* Syria, he received much polite- 
ness from lady Hester 8tanhope: she resides at 
Abra, six miles above Sidon, is styled “princess,” 
and has great influence. She enjoys good health, 
and has no in ention of returning to England. Her 
stud of horses are said to be the most beautiful in 
the country. 

AFRICA. 

Tendon, Jan. 3 — Accounts from Sierra Leone, da- 
ted Sept. 23, state that the Spanish commissioners 
were so ill from the climate, that no proceedings 
could take place on the vessels of that nation seut 
in — and Portugal having appointed none, the com- 
mission, as far as rela es to the slave traders of that 
nation, remains a nullity to this very moment. — The 
pheasant and Morgiana had sent in two vessels. 
The colony had been unhealthy: many lives were 
lost. 

« IVahabecs . — Though we find that the Wahabee 
chief Abdallah, and some of his officers, were be- 
headed at Constantinople in December last, and 
that another victory had also been gained over 
them, in which the chieftain who succeeded Abdal- 
lah was slain, yet we find their measures still vigor- 
ous and their courage still unshaken. The daugh- 
ter of a former chief, has now the supreme com- 
mand, and as she is a woman of extraordinary 
talents, she has infused into her followers an en- 
thusiasm that will again lead them to victory.” 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

Com. Stafford has succeeded admiral Brion as 
commander of the fleet at Margaritta. He is a bold, 
active and intelligent officer, and efficiency is ex- 
pected of him. Of the 1500 Irish troops which ar- 
rived at this island, only 500 effective remain. They 
are to proceed to co-operate with Bolivar, “the 
Washington of the south,” who, with about 8000 
men, was said to be advancing directly on the city of 
Caracas. 

CUBA. 

Certain troops were recently sent from Havana 
to quell an insurrection of the black population at 
St. Jago-de-Cuba. 

CAR ADA. 

The following extract from the Kingston Chroni- 
cle, may shew the state of trade in Canada, as well 
as how far it is profitable to the mother country. 
Comment is unnecessary. 

Mr. Editor — In your last paper you gave us the 
value of the imports and exports at the port of Que- 
bec for the past year 1819. The former you esti- 
mate at fourteen or fifteen hundred thousand pounds 
— the latter at seven hundred and thirty six thou- 
sand pounds currency. The difference must be re- 
mitted in bills of exchange, and gives a very good 


average of the expenditure of government in tliesfe 
provinces. What the situation of the Canadas 
would be without this increase sum spent by the 
army and navy, which during the last year was not 
less than 700,000/ sterling, your readers may easily 
perceive by looking at tiie deplorable condition of 
New York, the great emporium of the United 
States.” 


Supreme Court of the U. States. 

Thursday, March 2.-- The argument ot the case 
of Doghf.rtt against Blake, was continued by the 
ATTORRitT general and Mr. Kelly, for the defend- 
ant in error, and by Mr. Joses, for the plaintiff. 

In the opinions delivered by Mr. Chief Justice 
Marshall, Mr. Justice Johnson, and Mr. Justice 
Story, in the several cases of piracy before the 
court, the following points are determined: 

1st. That the act of congress, 1790, tor the pu- 
nishment of certain crimes against the United 
States, is not repealed by the recent act of the 3cl 
March, 1819, entitled “An act to protect the com- 
merce of the United States, and punish the crime 
of piracy.” 

2. That it is not necessary that an indictment, un- 
der the act of 1790, should charge the prisoner as a 
citizen of the United States, nor the crime as com- 
mitted on bo .rd an American vessel; if it charges it 
to have been committed from on board an American 
vessel, by a mariner sailing on board an American 
vessel. „ 

3d. That it is competent for the jury to find 
that the piracy was committed on the high seas, 
upon proof that it was committed in an open road- 
stead at the island of Bonavista. 

4th. That the act of 1790, extends to a piracy 
committed by the crew of a foreign vessel, on a ves- 
sel exclusively owned by persons not citizens of the 
United States, in a case where the persons assumed 
the character of pirates, whereby they lost all claim 
to national character or protection. 

5th. That a citizen of the United States, fitting 
out a vessel in a port of the United States, really to 
cruise against a power at peace with the U. States, 
is not protected by a commission from a belligerent 
from punishmentfor any offence committed by him 
against vessels of the United States. 

6th. It is competent for the jury to find that a 
vessel within a marine league of the shore, at anchor 
in an open road-stead, where vessels only ride under 
shelter of the land, at a season when the course of 
the winds is invariably upon the high sea9. 

7th. That the words in the 8th section of the act 
of 1790, “out of the jurisdiction of any particular 
state must be construed to mean out of the juris- 
dictitionof any particular state of the U. States. 

8th. That the 5th section of the act of 1819, fur- 
nishes a sufficient definition of piracy, and that it is 
defined, "robbery on the high seas. 9 * 

9th. That the national character of a vessel is a 
fact which the jury may find upon such evidence 
as will satisfy their minds, without producing the 
register, or proof of its having been seen on board. 

10th. That a murder , committed by a foreigner o\\ 
a foreigner, on board a foreign vessel, is not pu- 
nishable under the 8th section of the act of 1790, 

11 tli. In the case of the United States against 
Smith, tried before the chief justice, that the offence 
charged in the indictment, and found by the jury, 
amounts to the crime of piracy, as defined by the 
law of nations, so as to be punishable under the act 
of 1819. 
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12th. That a reference to the law of nations, as 
contained in the act of 1819, to define the crime of 
piracy, is such a definition as the constitution of the 
United States requires. 

13th. In the case of the United States against 
KUntock , that Amy's commission does not exempt 
the prisoner from the charge of piracy. 

That, although the fraud practised on the Dane 
may not, in itself, support the charge of piracy, the 
whole transaction, as stated in the indictment, and 
in the facts stated in the record, does amount to 
piracy. 

That the prisoner is punishable under the provi- 
sions of the 8th section of the act 1790. 

And that the act of 1790 does extend to all per- 
sons, on board all vessels which throw off their na- 
tional character by cruizing piratically, and commit* 
ting piracy on other vessels. 

IMPORTANT DECISION. 

The following extract of a letter from Washing- 
ton, appears in the Trenton True American. It 
wiU be regarded in this state as settling a question 
of much importance, which has occasioned much 
litigation ana some angry newspaper discussion. 

“The supreme court of the United States has 
lately made a decison, which is justly deemed of 
national importance. We believe the following is 
a correct, though brief history of the case: During 
the late war, many militiamen of the commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, neglected or refused to perform 
their tours of military duty, when regularly drafted 
agreeVoly to the laws of the United States. The 
governor of the commonwealth ordered courts mar- 
tial to be held for the trial of these delinquents! 
and these courts sentenced them to pay the fines 
prescribed by law. The marshal and his deputies 
proceeded to collect the fines; but many believing 
that the courts had been illegally constituted, one 
Houston, of Lancaster county, brought his action in 
the Common Pleas, against deputy marshal Moore 
for damages sustained by the seizure and sale of his 
goods to make the fine as aforesaid, and recovered. 
The deputy marshal brought the case up by writ 
of error to the Supreme court of Pennsylvania for 
that district, which reversed the judgment below. 
The case was next removed by writ of error, to the 
Supreme court of the United States; which, after 
solemn argument, affirmed the judgment of the Su- 
preme court of Pennsylvania." — This not only puts 
tlie question at rest as it regards the fines levied 
and collected in that state, but settles the principle 
according to the views and wishes of the friends of 
the government. 


CONGRESS. 

IN THE SENATE.^ 

The following were the yeas and nays in the se 
nate, on the 16th inst. on the motion made indefi- 
nitely to postpone the consideration of the bank- 
rupt law. 

For postponement . — Messrs, Eaton, Johnson of Ky. 
King of Alab. Logan, Macon, Morrill, Noble, Plea- 
sants, Buggies, Smith, Taylor, Walker of Alab. 
Williams of Ten. Wilson— 14. 

Jlgainst postponement.— Messrs. Brown, Burrill, 
Dana, Dickerson, Edwards, Elliot, Gaillard, Hunter, 
Johnson of Lou. King of N. Y. Lanman, Leake, 
Lloyd, Lowrie, Mellen, Otis, Parrott, Pinkney, 
Sanford, Stokes, Thomas, Tichenor, Trimble, Van 
Dyke, Williams of Mis. -25. 

March 17. This day was occupied on the bank- 
rupt bill, and considerable progress was made in its 


details— shewing a determination to pass a bill on 
the subject. 

The following message was received from the' 
president of the U. States, by Mr. J. J. Monroe: 

To the senate of the United States . 

It being stipulated, by the 4th article of the arti- 
cles of agreement and cession, entered into on the 
24th of April, 1802, with the state of Georgia, that 
the United 8tates should, at their own expense, ex- 
tinguish, for the use of that state, as soon as might 
be done, on reasonable terms, the Indian title to all 
lands within its limits: and the legislature of Geor- 
being desirous of making a further acquisition of 
said lands at this time, presuming that it may be 
done on reasonable terms; and it being also repre- 
sented, that property of considerable value which 
had been taken by the Creek and Cherokee Indians 
from citizens of Georgia, the restoration of whioh 
had been provided for by different treaties, but 
which has never been made, it is proposed to hold 
a treaty with those nations, and more particularly 
with the Creeks, in the course of this summer, for 
the attainment of these objects. I submit the sub- 
ject for the consideration of congress, that a sum, 

1 adequate to the expense attending such treaty, may 
be appropriated, should congress deem it expedient. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, March 1 7th, 1820. 

A message was also received from the president 
ef the United States, transmitting a report of the 
secretary of the treasury, accompanied by state- 
ments of the annual expenditures made in the con- 
struction of the Cumberland road, from the year 
1806 to 1820. 

£By the report thus transmitted, it appears that 
this noble undertaking, the Cumberland road, has 
cost, up to this date, 1,514,281 dollars; and that the 
completion of the contract now entered into with 
J, Kinkaid & Co. for completely finishing said road, 
requires a further expenditure of 141,589 dollars. 
So that the whole cost of the road wiU have been 
1,655,870 dollars.] 

Mr. Buggies, according to notice, having ob- 
tained leave, introduced a bill granting to the state 
of Ohio the pre-emption right to certain sections of 
land. 

Mr. Otis, hud on the table the following resolu- 
tion: 

Jl tsolved. That the president of the senate, and 
the speaker of the house, do adjourn their respec- 
tive houses on Monday the 10th day of April next. 

And the senate adjourned to Monday. 

March 20. The president communicated a let- 
ter from the secretary of the treasury, transmit- 
ting, in obedience to a resolution of the 13th inst. 
a statement of the lands sold, the amount remaining 
unsold, &c. in the states of Ohio, Indiana and lll|- 
noia. 

The engrossed bill to make compensation for 
horses and other property k>9t, captured or de- 
stroyed in the Seminole war, was read a third time. 

Considerable debatefollowed — finally the hill was 
passed and sent to the house of representatives. 

The following message was received from the 
president of the United States, by Mr. J. J. Monroe. 

To the senate of the United States . 

In compliance with a resolution of the senate, of 
the 16th of February, 1820, requesting me to cause 
to be laid before it “abstracts of the bonds, or other 
securities, given under the laws of the U. States, by 
the collectors of fthe customs, receivers of public 
monies for lands, and registers for public lands* 
paymasters in the army and pursers in the navy, 
who are npw in office, or who have heretofore been 
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in office, and whose accounts remain unsettled: to- 
gether with a statement of such other facts as may 
tend to shew the expediency or inexpediency of |p 
for altering the laws respecting such officers, that 
they may hereafter be appointed for limited pe- 
riods, subject to removal as heretofore,” I transmit 
to the senate a report from the secretary of the 
treasury, which, with the doccuments accompany- 
ing it, will afford all the information required. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, March 20, 1820. 

The message was read, and, with the documents, 
ordered to be printed. 

The resolution offered by Mr, Otis, on Friday, 
fixing a day for the adjournment of congress, was 
on his motion, postponed to Thursday. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the 
bankrupt bill, and made some further progress on 
it in committee of the whole. After which, 

T he senate adjourned. 

March 21.' The following resolution submitted 
yesterday by Mr. BurriU Was taken up for conside- 
ration; and after some remarks agreed to: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to lay before the senate, copies of the 
correspondence between the ministers or other 
agents of the United States, and the ministers or 
government of Sweden, relative to seizures, seques- 
trations, or confiscations of the ships or other pro- 
perty of citizens of the United States, under the 
authority of Sweden or of France, while the French 
were in possession of Pomerania or other territo- 
ries pf Sweden; or of bo much of said correspon- 
dence as may, in the opinion of the president, be 
communicated without injury to the public interest. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the rule 
proposed some days ago by Mr. King , of New York, 
prescribing what persons shall be admitted on the 
floor of the senate, and after some discussion of it, 
and of sundry amendments offered — the proposition 
was postponed to a day beyond the session. 

Mr. Stokes laid on the table the following resolu- 
tion; 

Resolved, That the committee on the public build- 
ings be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
enlarging the senate chamber, so as to render them 
suitable for the comfortable and convenient accom- 
modation of such persons as may think proper to 
attend the deliberations of the senate. 

The senate again resumed the consideration of 
the bankrupt bill— after 9ome time spent therein, 
the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 

The senate then took pp the bill for the better 
organization of the treasury, (for the appointment 
of a solicitor, and for the prompt recovery of debts 
due the government;) and 

After being some time occupied in executive 
business; 

The senate adjourned. 

March 22.— The president communicated to the 
senate the following report from the secretary of 
state. 

The aecretary of state, to whom, on the 6th of 
February, 1819, by a resolution of the senate, the 
memorial of James Smith, and others, was referred, 
to consider and report thereon, has the honor of 
submitting the following report. 

The claims of the memorialists belong to a class 
which, among many others, has been repeatedly, 
and very earnestly, pressed upon the attention of 
the government of France. Copies are herewith 
submitted to the senate of the correspondence be- 
tween the minister of the United States at Paris, and 
the minister of foreign relations, upon this subject, 


before and since the reference of the memorial to 
this department. From the grounds of resistance 
-to the claims most recently assumed on the part of 
the French government, it would appear, that any 
relief which the memorialists may be entitled to 
expect, can result only from measures within the 
exclusive competency of the legislative authority. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Department of State , W ashington, .March 20. 

Attev some other business— the senate, in com- 
mittee of the whole, resumed the consideration of 
the bankrupt bill — some proceedings thereon were 
had— and then, it was postponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. Sanford, from the committee on finance, ta 
whom was referred the military appropriation bill 
from the house of representatives, reported the 
same with sundry amendments, (the principal one, 
to increase the appropriation for the quarter-mas- 
ter general’s department [Missouri expedition] 
to 500,000 dollars), which amendments were read, 
and, together with sundry documents accompany- 
ing the report, ordered to be printed. 

The rest of the day was spent on the bill supple- 
mentaiy to the several acts for the adjustment of 
land titles in Louisiana, Missouri and Arkanaaw. Not 
decided upon. 

HOrAE OV HEPKK8ENTATIVX8. 

Tuesday March 17, The bills from the senate 
(br the relief of F. Goetz, and G. Godfroy, being 
reported on by the comimttce of claims, were in- 
definitely postponed. 

Mr. Rob r; son submitted the following joint re- 
solution for consideration: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representa- 
tives, &c. That the consent of congress be, and 
the same is hereby given to a contract or agree- 
ment made and concluded by and between the 
states of Kentucky and Tennessee, at Frankfort, in 
Kentucky, on the 2d day of February 1820, to ad- 
just and establish the boundary line between them. 

The resolve was read twice and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The engrossed bill to authorize the secretary of 
state, to cause the laws of the Michigan territory to 
be printed and distributed, was read a third time, 
passed, and sent to the senate. 

The house then again resolved itself into* com- 
| mittee of the whole, Mr. Beecher in the cliair, on the 
appropriation bill for defraying the civil expenses 
of the government. 

Considerable progress was made in the bill, and 
finally, it was reported to the house. The question 
to concur in filling up the blank with 100,000 on 
account of the great Cumberland road again oc- 
curring was agTeed to — 90 to 66. 

Some objection was made, to paying col. Trum- 
bull 6000 dollars on account of certain paintings, 
because the 2nd is not yet delivered, and therefore 
as not being due. But the appropriation was 
agreed to— 76 to 54. 

Saturday , March 18. The bill from the senate to 
suspend, for a further time, the sale or forfeiture of 
lands for failure of completing the payments there- 
on, was laid on the table — ayes 66, noes 52. 

Mr. Anderson, from the committee on the public 
lands, to whom had been referred the bill to change 
the mode of disposing of the public lands, (from 
credit to cash, &c.) reported the same with amend- 
ments. 

[The amendments propose to strike out all that 
part of the bill which change the sales from credit 
to cash payments.] 

After a 4hort discussion, as to the proper dispo- 
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*itio» of the bill, »t was committed to a committee of 
the Whole house. 

The engrossed bill making appropriations for 
the support of government for the year 1820, was 
read the third time, passed, and sent to the senate 

for concurrence. 

The bill making appropriations for the centre 
building of the capitol, and for other purposes, pas- 
sed through a committee of the whole, Mr. Beecher 
in the chair; the sums inserted by the committee, 
(111 789 dollars, for the centre building,) agreed 
'to by the house, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

• house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Jieecher in the chair, on the bill 
to amend the act of March 18; 1818, providing pen* 
sions for persons engaged in the land and naval ser- 
vice in the revolutionary war I 

r The remainder of the day was spent t>n this mat- 
ter. There have been great abuses of the law, 
which a resolution is manifested to correct; as well 
as to limit its duration to certainperiods, and to les- 
sen the amounts now paid to officers, after certain 
times: so that no one shall be entitled to a pension 
for life, or at a higher rate than 72 dollars per an- 
num, who d.d not serve three years, &c. Mr Bar. 
hour moved a substitute for the bill which was 
to repeal the law, ns to all those who had served for 
a term less than three years, after they shall have 
received their pensions for two years, and to con- 
tinue pensions for life, to all those who had served 
three years and upwards, to officers and soldiers an 
equal sum, after they also shall have received two 
years pension according to the act of 1818. 1 he 

proposition was opposed by Mr. Culpepper and An- 
derson, of Kv. — but the committee rose while it 
was under consideration ancl reported progress, &c. 

And the house adjourned 

Monday, March 20. A bill was reported from 
the committee of naval affairs, the object of which 
i8 60 to amend the act for the government of the na- 
vy, as to authorize an extension of the present term 
of enlistment of seamen. 

Mr. Pint lull reported a bill, the object of which 
•is to amend the acts authorizing the publication of 
the laws of the United States, so as to confine the 
publication of them in 25 newspapers in the states, 
and one in this district, and to abolish the compen- 
sation' now allowed by law tor that service. 

■q'liege bills were twice read and committed. 

Mr. Storrs , from the com mil tee on roads and 
canals, reported a bill to authorize the erection of 
toll houses, gates and turnpikes on the national road, 
leading from Cumberland in the state of Maryland, 
to the river Ohio, and fixing the rate of toll there- 
on. The gates are not to exceed 12, nor to be less 
than 6, and to be erected at a distance, of not less 
than 10 miles from each other. 1 he toll at each 
gate is proposed to be as follows: — for each score of 
sheep or swine, six cents; for each score of cattle, 
twelve cents; for every charriot, coach, coachee, or 
phaeton, twenty-five cents; for every stage, wagon, 
or other four-wheeled carriage for the conveyance of 
passengers, drawn by four horses, twelve cents; for 
every cart, sleigh, or sled, drawn by two oxen or 
horses, six cents: and for every additional horse or 
ox two cents; for every wagon drawn by two horses, 
eight cents; and for every additional horse, four 
cents; for each person and horse six cents, for each 
chaise, sulkv, or one horse wagon, six cents. 

This bill having been read, and its second reading 
being in due course proposed— 

Mr. Barbour moved to reject the bill. 

This motion gave rise to a short debate, in the 


course of which it was supported by Mr. Barbour 
and Mr. Randolph , and opposed by Mr. Hardin, Mr. 
Idt'ei'morc , and Mr. Ballard Smith. 

Finally, the question on the motion to reject the* 
bill was then put in this form — “Shall this bill be 
rejected?*' on which the votes were as follows: 

YEAS— Mew*. AH*m», Alexander, Allen, of N. Y. Archer, of 
Va. Ball, Barbour, Bayly, Bryan. Bnrwell, ClageO, Cobh, Cook, 
Earle, Edwards, of Penn. Edwards, of N. C. Floyd. Folger, Foot, 
Forrest, Hall, of North Carolina, Holmes, Hooks, Johnson. 
Kent, McCoy. McCreary, Meigs, Neale, Nelsou,ol Va. Parker, of 
Va. Phelps, Randolph, Rhea, Richards, Sampson, Settle, Shaw, 
A. Smyth, of Va. Smith of N. C. Strain r, Swearingen, Tucker, 
of Va.. Tucker, of S.C. Walker, Warfield, Williams, of Va. Wil- 
liams of N. C.— 47. 

NAYS- Messrs. Abbot, Allen of Tenn. Baldwin, Bateman, Beech- 
er, Bloomfield, Bodt-n. Brush, Butl r, of N H. Butler, of Lon# 
Campbell, Cannon, Case, Clark, Cntkr, Crafts, Crawford. Crow M, 
Culpeppr. CSihmsu, Cuthbert, Darlington, Davidson. Dennison, 
Dewitt, Dickinson. Dowse, Eddy, Edwards, of Con. Fay, ftihr, 
Ford, Full* r, Fullerton, Gross, N. Y. Gross, of Penn. Hackky, 
Hall, of N. Y. Hall, of Del. Hardin, Hazard. Hendricks, Hermit, 
Hibsham, Hill, Hostetter, Jones, of Tenn. Kendall, Kinsey, Kins- 
ley, Lathrnp, Little, Lincoln, Lmn, Livermore, Lowndes, Lyman, 
Maclay, M'laine, of Del. M’Lean,of Ken. Military, Marchaud, Ma- 
son, Merck, Mercer, Metcali, R. Moore, S. Moore, Moisei, Morton, 
Murray, Nc json, of Mass. N»-wtbu, Parker, of Mats. Patterson, 

I Pliilsou, Pindall, Pitclur, Plumer, Rankin, Reed, Rich, Richmond 
Ringgold, Rogi-rs, Hint, Russ, Silsbee, Simkius, Sloan, Slocunab, 
Smith, ot N. J. Smith, of Md. B. Smith, of Vj». Southard, Stevens, 
Storrs, Street, Strong, of Vt. Strong, of N. Y. Tarr. Taylor, Terrill, 
Tomlinson, Tompkins, “Tracy, Trouble, Upham, Wallace, Wen* 
dover, Wood.— Ill* 

j So the house refused to reject the bill; and it wi? 
twice read, and referred to a committee of whole, 
j The engrossed bill appropriating money for con- 
tinuing the centre building of the capitol was read 
a third time, pnssed, without debate or division, and 
sent to the senate. 

The remainder of the day was occupied in de- 
bating the bill for amending the pension law, and 
j the proposition of Barbour to substitute for it a 
different bill. Messrs. Rid, Hill % Fuller , Trimbit*, 
Barbour , Jdyermore, and BloomfiM , engaged in the 
bill: among whom Mr. Bill, Mr. Fuller , and Mr. 
Lwefmore, earnestly opposed any invasion of the 
present pension law, though willing to make any 
necessary amendment to its details. Mr. Fuller 
spoke on the subject considerably at large. 

Before coming to any decision on the subject^ 
the committee rose and reported progress — and 

The house adjourned. 

Tuesday, March 21. Mr. Meigs from the commit- 
tee made a report on the public buildings — (which 
is longspid not of immediate interest and was post- 
poned until next week.] It is in favor of completing 
the capitol as fast as it can be conveniently done. 

Mr. Storrs, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals to whom the subject was referred, made a re- 
port, of which the following is the resolution re- 
commended by the committee for the adoption of 
the house. 

« Resolved , That the committee on roads and ca- 
nals be discharged from the further consideration 
of the co/nmunication to this house from the secre- 
tary of the department of the navy, on the 18th day 
of January last, and the petition of the inhabitants of 
the borough of Erie, in the state of Pennsylvania 
relative to the improvement of the harbor of 
Erie.” 

The house poncurred in the report. 

A like report was made and concurred in, with 
respect to several petitions praying the aid of con- 
gress in the construction and improvement of cer- 
tain roads. 

Mr. Southard , from the committee to whom had 
been referred the senate’s bill “for the better regu- 
lation of the trade with the Indian tribes,” reported 
the same without amendment; and it was referred 
to a committee of the whole. 

The house then again resolved itself into aTom- 
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initteeof the whole, Mr. Beecher in the chair, on 
the bill to amend the revolutionary pension law. 

Various amendments were offered, proposing 1 all 
sorts of modifications of the present law; all which 
w ere successively rejected. 

Until at length amotion was made to strike out 
the whole of the bill except the enacting clause, so 
as to leave a blank to be tilled with any thing the 
house should chuse. 

This motion^ was agreed to (at about the usual 
hour of adjournment) by a vote of 75 to 41. 

The committee then rose, reported progress, 
and the chairman asked the usual leave to ait 
again. 

Before it was granted, however, a motion was 
made to adjourn, and was carried. 

[As to the bill respecting revolutionary pensions 
the National Intelligencer observes— This subject 
has occupied much of the time of the house of re- 
presentatives for several days past. It appears 
probable, at present, that the pension law will not 
be touched at all; not that it is not acknowledged 
that frauds more or less numerous may have been 
committed under it; but that it is supposed no pre- 
caution will prevent them. The bill reported with 
that view is now amended so as to be completely a 
blank; and it is doubtful whether that blank will be 
filled with any thing or not.] 

Wednesday, March 22. Mr. Baldwin , from the 
committee an manufactures, reported “a bill to 
regulate the duties on imports, and for other pur- 
poses.” 

The bill was twice read and committed. 

[Of this bill, the National Intelligencer ,. ob- 
serves: — “A bill was reported in the house of re- 
presentatives yesterday, embracing provisions of 
great importance to the commercial, as well as to 
the manufacturing interests: It proposes a revision 
of the tariff of duties on imports, to take place on 
the 30th June next. The bill is of too great length 
to. allow of its immediate publication; but we ge- 
ther, generally, from a hasty glance at it, that it 
proposes a small increase of the present duties. 
And, on the present rate of duties, on coarse wool- 
lens and cottons, an increase at the rate of from 
twenty-five to thirty three and a third per cent.] 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting the an- 
nual statement of imports into the United States, 
(for the year 4818.) 

The rest of the time of this day’s sitting was oc- 
cupied with the bill to amend the revolutionary 
pension law. It finally assumed a shape in which it 
will probably pass — the main provision is, that no 
person shall hereafter receive a pension, who has an 
mcome.equal to g 100 per annum, or an estate of 
the value of g200. Means to ascertain the facts 
arc laid down. 

Thursday’s proceeding 

The senate was occupied very busily this day on 
\;arious matters — the proceedings shall be noticed 
hereafter — the bill, supplementary to the several 
acts aboitt land claims in Louisiana, (as purchased 
by the U. S.) was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

In the house of representatives, as soon as the sit- 
ting was opened, Mr. Randolph rose, and, after 
some feeling remarks, expressive of the grief with 
which he was filled, by the recent melancholy oc- 
currence of the death of that distinguished naval 
officer, commodore Decatur, which he rather al- 
luded to, than announced, called the attention of 
the house to sundry resolutions, the import of 
which was, that, when it adjourns, it will adjourn to 


meet again on Saturday; that it will attend the fu- 
neral of the late com. Decatur on to-morrow; and 
that its members will, in respect to the memory of 
the deceased, wear crape on the left arm, for the 
remainder of this session. 

A division of the resolutions being requested, Mr. 
R. said he would withdraw them, if there was any 
objection. 

Mr. Taylor of New York said that, in opposing 
this motion, he felt it due to himself, to state that, 
in respect for the memory and public services of 
the. deceased, he yielded to no member of this 
bouse — not even to the honorable gentleman from 
Virginia. But it is with the most painful regret 
(says Mr. T.) lam constrained to say, that he dted 
in the violation of the laws of God and bis country. 
I therefore cannot consent, however deeply his loss 
is deplored by this house, in common with the na- 
tion, to vote the distinguished and unusual honors 
proposed by these resolutions. 

Mr. Randolph th6n withdrew the resolves he had 
offered; and moved that the house do now adjourn. 

The question on this motion was taken, by yeas 
and nays, and it was decided in the negative by 83 
votes to 50. 

Nothing else transacted this day which it is need- 
ful to detain the press for. 


CHRONICLE. 

Coin. Decatur . An account of his duel with com. 
Barron is inserted in the first page of this number. 
His remains were to be interred last evening, (Fri- 
day) with the mo9t respectful forms. All the pub- 
lic officers at Washington, including the president 
of the United States, were to join the procession, 
with the foreign ministers, &c. his pall to be sup- 
ported by naval officers, with the exception of gens. 
Bro wn and Jessup. Particulars hereafter. Had the ho- 
nors proposed in the bouse of representatives ever 
been granted' except to a member of congress, it is 
thought they would have been bestowed on the me- 
mory' of the gallant and much esteemed Decatur. 

The Supi eme court of the United States adjourn- 
ed sine die, on Friday the 17th inst. 

Gen. Kosciusko, by his will, placed in th e h antis of 
Mr. Jefferson, a sum exceeding twenty thousand 
dollars, to be laidout in the purchase of young fe- 
male slaves who were to be educated and emanci- 
pated. The laws of Va. have prevented the will of 
Kosciusko from being carried into effect. 

Married, on Thursday evening, the 9th instant, 
Samuel L. Gouverneur, esq. of N. Y. to Miss Maria 
He9ter Monroe, youngest daughter ef the president 
of the United States. 

The United States schooner Hornet has arrived at 
Norfolk. The seamen impressed at Havana was 
not given up, as stated in the papers— but wc have 
no further particulars. 

The Congress frigate, capt. Healey, arrived at 
Lintin, China River, on the 2nd Nov. last, from 
Rio Janeiro. She had experienced very boister- 
ous weather in the China sea9. Some of her crew 
were a little indisposed in consequence of bad wa- 
ter, but on the recovery. The officers were all 
well. 

lueut. Percivat, of the United States frigate Ma- 
cedonian, arrived at Norfolk a few days ago, by 
way of Havana. He left the frigate at Panama on 
the 9th of Jan. and crossed over land to Chagre. 
Captain Downes and crew all well. 

Commodore Macdonough. We learn, with great 
pleasure, thar capt. Mardonousrh has been appoint- 
ed lo command the line of battle ship now building 
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at New- York, when she shall be in a state to receive 
her commander. Capt. Macdonough having be- 
come sensible that the course pursued by the court 
martial, of which he was a member, and which led 
to the officers composing said court being ordered 
home, was incorrect, with that magnanimity which 
bespeaks a great mind, acknowledged his error to 
the chief of the navy department, who has taken 
the earliest opportunity of restoringthis gallkntof- 
ficer to the service. This appointment will of 
course afford additional pleasure, when it is recol- 
lected thatit is made without impairing that subor- 
dination, which is so essential to our naval ser- 
vice. — JVVtf. Int • 

Maine. The people are busily preparing to suit 
themselves to their new condition. Gen. King is 
the only candidate named for governor. 

New York . A committee of the senate of New 
York has made a long report on the subject of Mr. 
Tompkins’ accounts. The conduct of the comp- 
troller is severely condemned — they say that "he 
disregarded the authority of the legislature, and 
acted in disobedience to its laws.” A balance of 
gl 1,800 is reported in favor of D. D Tompkins. It 
appears by a correspondence published, that Mr. 
T. is willing to meet the arrangement, and even, 
in addition to his "other sacrifices,” to give up 
the sum so awarded in his favor, that a final adjust- 
ment may be made. (0* The committee of ways 
and means, of the house of assembly, have made an 
elaborate report on the same subject, and fully jus- 
tify the comptroller in all his proceedings in relation ; 
thereto. 

Pirate*. We are informed from good authority 
that nearly thirty convicts in the United States are 
at this time under sentence of death for piracy — a 
number of whom will probably undergo the awful 
sentence of the law. — Wath. City Ga s . 

National Currency. 

1BPOST OP THE SECatTAUT OP TUX TKEASOBY. 

[ Concluded from page 45.] 

As the measures which have been adopted by 
England, and several of the continental states of 
Europe, for returning to a metallic currency ad- 
vance, the interests of those states, which have ad- 
hered to it, will be affected. Whilst gold and sil- 
ver were, in the former states, dispensed with as 
coin, they were sought for merely as commodities. 
The quantity necessary for their manufactures was 
readily obtained, without deranging, in any serious 
degree, the currency of other states. 

It has been estimated, that from eighty to one 
hundred and twenty millions of dollars were neces- 
sary to England. Taking the mean sum, and ad- 
mitting that the other European states engaged in 
the same effort, require an equal amount, a supply 
•f two hundred millions of dollars is necessary. 

The commencement of the measures necessary 
to obtain that portion of this sum which caunot, in 
a short time, be drawn from the annual product of 
the mines, may not be immediately felt by other 
states. But, when these measures approach their 
completion; when a large quantity of gold and sil- 
ver is necessarily withdrawn from the currency of 
ether states, the price of specie will, in the latter 
appreciate, and the price of all commodities will 
decline. All the evils incident to an appreciating 
currency will be felt in those states, though in a 
less degree than where a paper currency had been 
exclusively adopted. The example presented by 
the return to a metallic currency in France, even 
in the midst of a revolution, wliich probably had 


some influence upon the decision of this question 
by other states, is believed to be, in no degree ana- 
lagous in its principal circumstances. \t the pre- 
cise period that this change was operating, Eng- 
land, and the principal continental states, abandon- 
ed the precious metals as currency. The supply 
demanded by France, was not only at hand* but was 
seeking the very employment which that change 
had made indispensable. At the same time, im- 
mense sums were brought into France by her con- 
quering armies, which, being raised by military 
contributions laid, in some degree, rendered are- 
sort to paper currency, in the invaded states, ne- 
cessary. At present, the civilized world is at peace* 
and each state is endeavoring, by systematic mea- 
sures, to secure to itself a just participation of the 
benefits of equal and reciprocal commerce. The 
states which are now attempting to return to a 
metallic currency, will find much greater difficulty 
in effecting this change, than was experienced by 
France. 

The demand for gold and silver, as the medium 
of exchange, cannot be supplied until the price of 
all exchangeable articles has fallen in proportion to 
the reduction of the currency, which the abandon- 
ment of paper must produce. It is even probable, 
as has been before suggested, that after the price 
of commodities and oflabor shall have fallen, so a* 
to bear a just proportion to the currency which is to 
be employed m effecting the necessary exchanges* 
that the currency will continue gradually to ap- 
preciate. This, however, is matter of conjecture. 
It depends entirely upon the fact, whether the an- 
nual produce of the mines, after furnishing th« 
quantity necessary for the consumption of the pre- 
cious metals in manufactures, Will be equal to the! 
increased demand for Currency, arising from the in- 
crease of exchangeable commodities throughout 
the world. The great advancement in the arts 
and sciences— the rapid improvement in machine- 
ry, which characterise the present age, acting 
through a long succession of ages, cannot fail t <s 
augment, in an astonishing degree, all the products 
of human industry. 

It may, however, be urged, that the same im- 
provements will augment, in an equal degree, the 
product of the mines} and that, therefore, the 
quantity of the precious metals in the world will 
continue to bear, to other commodities, the same 
relation which they may assume when the return tv 
a metallic currency is effected. This may be true* 
but, so far as it depends upon the general principle, 
that the supply of all articles is regulated by the 
demand, there is reasonable ground of doubt. The 
maxim, although good as a general rule, admits of 
exceptions. A demand beyond the supply, in- 
creases the price of the thing demanded, and in- 
vites to the investment of additional capital in it* 
production. But, when the article demanded is to 
be produced from z material, which no investment 
of capita) — no application of skill can augment, 
the only effect of such investment and application, 
is to produce the most which the material has the 
capacity to furnish. Such, in fact, is the case of 
gold and silver. The material from which they 
are made, is limited in quantity, which neither ca- 
pital nor skill can augment. It is probable that 
the improvements in machinery, and the art of re- 
fining, will be eounterbafime ed by the exhaustion 
of the mines, or the difficulty of working them, 
arising from the depth and extent of their excava- 
tions. It is therefore possible, that the demand for 
the precious metals, for currency and for manufac- 
tures, may exceed the production of the mines. 
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Previously to entering upon the immediate dis- 
cussion of the practicability of substituting a paper 
for a metallic currency, it is proper to observe, 
that gold and silver derive part of the uniformity 
of value which has been ascnbed to them, from the 
general consent of civilized states to employ them 
as the standard of* value. Should they cease to be 
used for that purpose, they would become more va- 
riable in their value, and would be regulated, like 
all other articles, by the demand for them, compar- 
ed with the supply in any given market. It is pre- 
sumed that, if they should cease to be employed as 
the standard of value by several states, their unifor- 
mity in value would be in some degree affected, 
not only in those states where they were consider- 
ed as mere commodities, but in those where still 
employed as currency. Whenever, as commodi- 
ties, they should rise in value, a drain would take 
place from the currency of other states; and when 
they should fall in value, as commodities, they should 
seek employment as currency, and render, in some 
degree redundant, the currency of the states where 
they are employed* After making due allowance 
for the depreciation of banknotes in England, from 
the time of the bank restriction, in 1797, to the 
present period, the price of gold and silver in that 
country is believed to have varied more than at any 
former period. Their price, when compared with 
bank notes, from the year 1797 to I808, showed 
but a alight degree of depreciation; considerably 
less, in all human probability, than actually existed. 
During that interval, the demand for those metals 
was limited in England to the sum required for ma- 
nufactures. It is highly probable, that if the quan- 
tity of the paper circulation had been reduced to 
the amount of the currency in circulation at the 
time, or for one year before the restriction, the 
price of bullion would hsve been below the mint 
price. On the contrary, in the year I808, when 
the employment of a British force in Spain created 
a sudden demand for specie, the depreciation of 
bank notes, indicated by. the price of bullion, was 
probably greater than that which really existed. — 

In the year 1814, after the treaty of Paris, the 
price of bullion, estimated in bank paper, w as not 
above the mint price; whilst, in the succeeding 
year, it rose to more than twenty per cent, above 
that price: the amount of bank notes in circulation 
mt the former, exceeding, in a small degree, that of 
the latter period. Il is impossible that these varia. 
tions in the price of gold and silver, in the short 
space of one year, can be entirely chargeable to the 
depreciation of bank notes. The effect which these 
variations, in a great commercial state, where the 
precious metals were considered only as commodi- 
ties, were calculated to produce upon the currency 
of the neighboring states, has not been ascertained. 
The convulsions to which most of these states were 
subject during that period, may account for the 
want of sufficient data to elucidate the subject, it 
is, however, highly improbable that these fluctua- 
tions were not sensibly felt by them. 

Having considered the nature and extent of the 
variations in value, to which a metallic currency is 
necessarily subject, it remains to examine, whether 
it is practicable to devise a system, by which a pa- 
per currency may be employed, as the standard of 
value, with sufficient security against variations in 
its value, ar*d with the same certainty of its recover- 
ing that value, when, from any cause, such varia- 
tions shall have been produced, ft is distinctly ad- 
mitted, that no such paper currency has ever exist- 
ed. Where the experiment has been made direct- 
ly by government, excessive issues have quickly en» 


sued, and depreciation has been the immediate con- 
sequence. Where the experiment hss been at* 
tempted through the agency of banks, it has inva- 
riably failed. In both cases, instead of being used 
as a mean of supplying a cheap and stable currency, 
invariably regulated by the demand, for effecting 
the exchanges required by the wants and conveni- 
ence of society, it has been employed as a financial 
resource, or made the instrument of unrestrained 
cupidity . In no case has any attempt been made to 
determine the principles upon which such a cur- 
rency, to be stable, must be founded. Instead of 
salutary restraints being imposed upon the monied 
institutions which have been employed, tbe vital 
principle of whose being isgain,they have not simply 
been left to the guidanoe of their own cupidity, but 
have been stimulated to excessive issues, to supply 
deficiencies in the public revenue. This is known 
to have been the case, in an eminent degree, in the 
experiment which has been attended wifo most suc- 
cess. The issues of the bank of England, on ac- 
count of the government, were frequently so great 
as to destroy the demand for discounts by individ- 
uals. In consequence of these excessive issues, 
the interest of money fell below five per cent, the 
rate at which the bank discounted; the demand for 
discounts at the bank, therefore ceased. It is, in- 
deed, not surprising, that no systematic effort has 
been made to restrain excessive issues. In the case 
of banks, the experiments which have been made 
were intended to be temporary; they were the re- 
sult of great and sudden pressure, which left but 
little leisure for the examination of a subject so ab- 
struse. The employment of a paper circulation, 
convertible into specie, the favorite system of mo- 
dern states, having, as has been attempted to be 
shewn m a previous part of this report, the inevita- 
ble tendency to produce the necessity of resorting, 
in every national emergency, to paper, not so con- 
vertible, imposes upon those who are called to ad- 
minister the affairs of nations the duty of thorough- 
ly examining the subject, with a view, if practica- 
ble, to avoid that necessity. If the examination 
does not result in the establishment of a paper cur- 
rency, unconnected with specie, it may lead to th» 
imposition of salutary checks against excessive is- 
sues, wlien the necessity of suspending pavment 
may occur. r * 

It has already been said, that every attempt which 
has been made to introduce a paper currency has 
a * 80 J> e said* that of all the systems, 
which, during the discussion of this interesting sub- 
ject, both in Europe and the United States, which 
have been proposed, none are free from objections. 
It is possible that no system can be devised, which 
will be entirely free from objections. To ensure 
the possibility of employing such s currency with 
advantage, it is necessary: — 

1. That the power of the government over the cur- 
rency be absolutely sovereign: 

3. That its stability be above suspicion: 

3. That its justice, morality, and intelligence, be 
unquestionable! 

4. That the issue of the currency be made not on- 
ly to depend upon the demand for it, but that an 
equivalent be actually received: 

5. That an equivalent can only be found in the de- 
livery of an equal amount of gold or silver or of 
public stock: 

6. That, whenever, from any cause it may become 
redundant, it may be founded at aninterest a frac- 
tion below that which wax surrendered at its ia- 
sue. 
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never be equal to the whole. The credit of any and possessing absolute power over the currency, 
individual, or associatioiiM>f individuals, cannot be it is believed there is no just reason to apprehend 
equivalent to that of the natior, of which they form a difficulty of that nature. If, in such a govern- 
a part. But, it may be said, that although the ere- ment, banks existed, deriving their powers from it, 
dit of individuals is not equivalent to the credit of the specie in their podscskm would be gradually 
the nation, yet an equivalent for a particular por- exchanged for the paper currency which would 
tion of that credit, may be found in the pledge or become the basis of their operations. Not only 
mortgage of property of equal or greater value, the specie which they possessed would be thus ex- 
than the currency issued upon it. This may be true; changed, but exertions would, from time to time, 
but the value of property has been continually flue- be made to acquire the sums necessary to support 
tuating: — it will continue to fluctuate, after giving their banking operations. Specie would be im- 
to the advocates of a paper currency full credit for ported, even at an expense, for the purpose of be- 
the superior stability whicb,they suppose, will attend ing exchanged. Whilst specie formed the basis of 
its substitution for gold and silver as the standard of the operations of banks, its importation could not 
value. But this is not the only objection to the ae- fail to be productive of loss. Each importation not 
ceptance of property as a pledge for the payment, only produced the necessity of additional importa- 
by individuals, of an equivalent for the paper curren- tions, but of an increased expense. But, when im- 
cy which may be advanced upon such pledge. Frauds portations shall be made for the purpose of being 
will be practised by pledging property which isen- exchanged for the currency, the exportation of the 
cumbered, which it would be extremely difficult to specie thus imported, will not affect the operations 
detect. The government will be involved in endless of the banks. It is only when the funding of the 
litigation with individuals who are interested in the currency shall commence,that they will be admonish - 
incumbrances, oy which its Tights to the property edto desist from further importations* Individuals 
pledged is embarrassed. In such contests, the inte- and banks would likewise exchange public stock 
rest of the government is always endangered, even at the rates prescribed by the system for the paper 
where right is on its side. It is not qualified to en- currency. Whenever the demand for currency 
ter into such litigations, with an equal chance of should be such as to raise the interest of money 
success. The feelings of the community are always, considerably above that produced by the public 
except in flagrant cases of fraud, upon the side of stock, it would, by banks and individuals, be giv- 
en individual, supposed to be struggling with the en in exchange for the currency. But the facility, 
overwhelming influence of authority. Besides, in which the existence of a public debt furnishes 
all contests of this nature, something of the respect in procuring the paper currency, is countcr- 
for the government, which ought to be cherished balanced by the difficulty of complying with the 
by the citizens, especially of a free state, will be public engagement to discharge such debt in a 
lost. The situation is invidious, and ought not vo- metallic currency. After a paper circulation 
hmtarily to be assnmed by a government jealous of shall be substituted for gold and silver, they will be 
its dignity snd purity of character. It is, therefore, found in the country only in the quantity demand- 
believed that a national currency cannot be issued ed for manufactures, and for such branches of cora- 
with safety, with a reasonable prospect of success, merce as are entirely dependent upon them. A 
snd with sufficient security against redundancy, considerable demand for geld and silver by the go- 
but in exchange for gold and silver of a definite vemment, to meet its engagements, previously con- 
standard, or for the public stock at certain fixed tracted, would raise their price in the market, and 
rates. When issued in exchange for them, and for render the obligation to discharge those engage- 
thera alone, there is, though not the same, yet per- ments, in the precious metals, not only extremely 
haps an equal security against redundancy as in the onerous, but perhaps sometimes impracticable. In 
case of a metallic currency. When it is issued in such a state, a compromise with the public creditors 
exchange for coin, there is no addition made would seem to be a preliminary measure. This, 
to the currency. When it is issued in exchange under any circumstances, would be a measure of 
for public stock, commanding, previously to great deiicacy and difficulty, and, in some cases, 
the exchange, its par value in coin, the party would probably be utterly impracticable, 
who acquires the currency parts with that which 6. Whenever, from any cause, the currency 
was equal to specie and is deprived of the annual in- should become redundant, the redundancy may be 
terest which it produced. Unless the interest of funded at a rate of interest, a fraction below the 
the currency, resulting from its scarcity, should ex- rate of legal interest. 

ceed that paid upon the stock, it would not be de- In determining the rate at which it may be fund- 
manded in exchange for the stock. In either case, ed,'due regard should be paid to the rate of interest 
the danger of redundancy is extremely remote. — previously existing in the state. The rate of inte- 
By the exchange of specie for currency, the active rest, it is conceived, ought not to depend, and, 
capital of the country will be increased to the where a metallic currency prevail* does not de- 
amount of the currency; and the capacity of the na- pend, solely upon the amount of currency necessa- 
tion to redeem it, whenever it shall, by any circum- ry taperform, with facility, the exchanges required 
stance whatever, become expedient, will be unques- by the wants and convenience of society. In a new 
tionable. country, where there is but a slight accumulation 

But, it may be doubted whether, under such of capital, the interest of money will be high*not- 
eonditions, a paper currency ever can be put in withstanding there may be even a redundanc^of 
circulation. Under a government firmly establish- currency beyond what is necessary to effect its ex- 
ed, conducted by upright and enlightened councils, changes. In such a country, all the objects upon 
Vol. XVill. — — 5. 
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which capital may be employed, except those of 
the most simple kind, we unoccupied. The cur 
rency necessary to effect the exchanges of its pro- 
per;* , moveable and immoveable, will be entirely 
insufficient to satisfy tlie demand for capital for 
those objects. If it should be multiplied, so as to 
equal that demand, it would exceed the demand for 
the necessary exchanges of society, and, conse- 
quently, depreciate. Such, in fact, it is believed, 
would be the consequence of issuing the currency 
upon individual credit, or upon the pledge of pro- 
perty, at a rate of interest below that which pre- 
viously existed in the state. Any change of the in- 
terest of money by law, previous to its having taken 
place in individual transactions, in consequence of 
the accumulation of capiul, would be unjust, and 
could not fail to produce serious inconvenience to 
the community. Admitting the rate of interest, in a 
state about to make the experiment, to be six per 
cent, then the currency should be issued only in ex- 
change for specie or six per cant stock, or other 
stock according to that ratio. If the currency should, 
when, by any means, a redundancy existed, be fun- 
dable at five and a half per cent, interest, the utmost 
depreciation, to which it could be subject, would 
be eight and one third per cent. But it i9 probable 
that the real depression in its value would not, at 
, any time, be more than half that amount. Before 
funding would commence, the public stock, receiv- 
able in exchange for the national currency, would 
be above the rates at which it was receivable. Its 
issue upon the exchange of stock would, there- 
fore, have cease d. There are in every community 

• capitalists who would prefer lending to the govern- 

• ment at 5^ per cent, than to individutls at six. The 
funding of the currency would, therefore, begin be- 
fore the redundancy would offer any general induce- 
ment to that mode of reducing it. The variation to 
which its value would be subject, would therefore 
be less than eight and one-third per cent. It would 
be the interest of the 'government to reserve the 
right of redeeming the stock created by funding, 
at its par value; under the condition, however, of re- 
deeming it according to the order of time in which 
it was created. Connected with this system should 
be a permission to the. banks to purchase public 

, stock, but not to dispose of it, except to the govern- 
ment, at its par or current value, when under par, 
unless the government should decline the purchase. 
The currency, upon being funded, should be inva- 
riably cancelled. Under a system of this kind, if 
no other paper was permitted to circulate, than the 
national currency, a redundancy which would af- 
fect its value could only occur by a temporary dimi- 
nution of the articles which were to be exchanged 
through its instrumentality. In that event, the 
price of the articles would be enhanced, so as to re- 
quire a greater amount of currency to effect their 
exchange. Should the price not be enhanced, in 
proportion to the diminution in the quantity of the 
articles, that portion of the currency which would, 
tinder such circumstances, be left without employ- 
ment, would be funded. A just relation between 
the amount of currency, and the demand for it, 
would be promptly restored without affecting, in- 
juriously, the retortions between individuals. On 
the other hand, should a greater quantity of ex- 
changeable articles be produced, the demand for 
currency would exceed the supply, and lead imme- 
diately to additional issues, until the necessary sup- 
ply should be obtained. 

But, in a stAte where banks already existed, 
which derived their charters from the sovereignty 
that regulated the currency; where the people 


were accustomed to bank notes, and in the habit 
receiving them, the agency of these institutions 
might be admitted in supplying a portion of the 
currency. They might be permitted to issue their 
notes, payable on demand, in the national currency. 
Their notes would, of course, be issued on person- 
al security. In this case, the currency might be- 
come redundant by the issues of the banks. When- 
ever this should happen, the national currency 
would be demanded of them for the purpose of be- 
ing funded; the banks would be compelled to cur- 
tail their discounts, to relieve themselves from the 
pressure, and th$ amount of the currency would be 
promptly reduced to the legitimate demand. 
Wherever the agency of banks should he employed 
in furnishing part of the circulation, a refusal, or 
omission, to discharge their notes on demand, in the 
national currency, should be treated as an act of 
bankruptcy. The national currency being a legal 
tender m the payment of debts to individuals and 
to the government, would, in relation to the banks, 
perform the functions of specie, where bank notes 
are convertible into coin. But, in order to impose 
a salutary check against excessive issues of bank 
notes, the national currency should alone be receiv- 
able in all payments to the government. 

In an attempt to trace the probable results of a 
paper currency, founded upon the principles which 
have been developed in the preceding pages, the 
influence which it will have upon foreign exchange 
requires investigation. The want of stability, mo- 
rality, and intelligence in the government, which 
may undertake to substitute a paper for a metallic 
currency, are the objections which have already 
been considered. To these, according to common 
opinion, is to be added, the injurious effect which, 
it is supposed, it will have upon foreign exchange. 
In a country, where the currency is metallic, an un- 
favorable state of foreign exchange will probably 
have the following effects. 

1st. To raise the price of exportable articles aar 
much above that, which they ought to bear, as the 
premium paid upon foreign bills, until it exceeds 
the expense of exporting specie to the foreign 
market. 

2d. When this rise exceeds the expense of such ex- 
portation* the price of exportable articles will 
fall gradually below what they ought to com- 
mand, to the extent of that excess. 

3d. Until this fall in their price shall be effected, 
specie will be exported; after which, it will 
cease. 

4th. This fall in their price, by increasing their 
consumption in the foreign markets, ultimately 
provides for the return of the specie which had 
been exported. 

5th. During the second and third stages of this 
process, the price of all articles not exportable, 
is affected in a greater degree; enterprize is 
damped, and distress prevails. 

Such are the necessary effects of an unfavorable 
state of foreign exchange, where the currency is 
metallic. As the vital principle of commerce is 
gain, it is probable that, generally, the price of ex- 
portable articles would, in fact, be rather higher ’ 
than is stated in the preceding deductions; the ti- 
mid might export specie, before the premium upon 
exchahge exceeded the expense of its exportation; 
but timidity is not the predominant characteristic 
of commercial enterprize. On the other hand, the 
sanguine and enterprizirrg,relying upon the chance 
of better markets, would give higher prices rather 
than submit to certain loss upon the exportation of 
specie or the purchase of bills above par. 
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In ft country where paper currency has been 
adopted, and the principle® by which a redundancy 
may be prevented have been enforced, an unfavo- 
rable state of foreign exchange will probably have 
the following effects: 

1st. The effect of raising the price of export- 
able articles, as much above what they ought to 
bear, as equals the premium upon foreign bills But, 
in this case, gold and silver being exportable arti- 
cles, will rise in the same proportion as all other ar- 
ticles, 

2d. When the price of all articles is raised so 
high, that a loss will be incurred by their sate in fo- 
reign markets, those who have no remittances to 
make will withdraw from the competition. If pro- 
fitable investments in other enterprizes cannot be 
made, a portion of the currency, at their disposi- 
tion, will be withdrawn from circulation, by being 
converted into funded stock; competition will, in 
this manner, be diminished; the price of articles for 
exportation will be reduced by the reduction of the 
currency, and by diminished competition among the 
purchasers. It is not probable, however, that the 
price will fall so low as to admit of a profit in fo- 
reign markets, as long as the premium upon ex- 
change continues above the ordinary commercial 
profit upon exported articles. But, exportation 
will not be continued at a certain loss, longer than 
the discharge of debts previously contracted ren- 
ders indispensable; foreign articles will not be im- 
ported, when the loss upon remittances, whether 
made by bills of exchange, or by the importation of 
commodities, is equal to the profit upon importa- 
tion; the high price given for exported articles will 
increase their production, and Restore foreign ex- 
change to a favorable state. The balance of trade 
and the rate of foreign exchange, which have given 
so much trouble to statesmen for two centuries past, 
when left to the laws by which they will be go- 
verned, in despite of human devices, as invariably 
regulate* themselves, as fluids when unrestrained 
find their common level. They will, probably, 
more promptly conform to these laws in a state, 
where a well regulated paper currency prevails, 
than where it is metallic. In the latter, the curren- 
cy is exported to make up any temporary defici- 
ency, and by that means provides against the re- 
currence of the evil, by indirectly causing an in- 
crease of the exportable articles of the state, ami 
diminishing the importation of foreign articles. 
Until fhe capacity to purchase these by the ex- 
change of articles shall be restored in the former, 
as the currency cannot be exported, the importa- 
tions will be more promptly reduced to the capaci- 
ty of the country to purchase, whilst the increase 
ofits exportable articles will be the direct, instead 
«f the indirect consequence, of a temporary inca- 
pacity to pay for previous importations. 

3d. During tfce whole process of restoring a fa- 
vorable state of exchange, in a country where a well 
regulated paper currency prevails, the price of all 
articles, not exportable, will suffer no material va- 
riation. The funding of the currency, which will 
probably take plhce, will not be, immediately, car- 
ried so far as to reduce the price of exportable ar- 
ticles so as to command a profit in foreign markets. 
They will, so long as the rate of exchange is unfa- 
vorable, continue to command higher prices than 
when the exchange is favorable. This increased 
price will encourage industry and enterprize, and 
constantly tend to augment the productive ener- 
gies of the community. This effect cannot fairly be 
attributed to any depreciation in the currency. 


That will continue to bear nearly the same propor- 
tion to the exchangeable articles of the state, t* 
when foreign exchange whs favorable. It is pro- 
bable even that its relation to those articles will be 
changed, so as to produce an appreciation of the 
currency; and that this appreciation will be per- 
ceived, in a slight degree, in the depression of the 
value of all articles not exportable. The effects 
of this appreciation will, however, be diminished 
by the impulse given to industry and enterprize, 
by the increased price of all articles which can be 
exported. 

1 hese are conceived to be the effects which a 
well regulated paper currency will have upon the 
foreign exchanges, and upon the domestic industry 
of the country which may adopt it. If the value 
of currency depends, like that of all other article*, 
upon the quantity compared with the demand, the 
idea of its depreciation in raising the price of arti- 
cles in the case which has been considered, must 
be rejected. That this position is incontrovertible 
seems to have been admitted by all writers upon 
the subject. This admission is found in the re- 
ports which have been made to the British parlia- 
ment; in the evidence upon which those reports 
have been founded; and in the essays of those who 
have opposed the paper system in that country, 
since the year 1797. The objection to the paper 
system, as it existed in England, was the absence 
of all restraint upon the issue of paper, and the 
supposed impossibility of imposing any efficient 
restraint. In fact, no attempt has been made to 
impose such restraint in that country, unconnected 
with the convertibility of bank notes into the pre- 
cious metals. So far as this restraint is limited to 
the convertibility of bank notes into bullion, at any 
given rate, it is rather an attempt to regulate fo- 
reign exchange through the instrumentality of the 
bank, than to confine the issue of bank notes to the 
sound demand for currency. ’? he restraint impos- 
ed seems to rt st upon the idea, than an unfavorable 
state of foreign exchange must be the result of a 
redundant currency. Notning can be more incor- 
rect than this hypothesis. Considering the vitiated 
state of the currency of England for more than 
twenty years past, it is not surprising that this idea 
should there be entertained. During that period, 
the unfavorable rate of foreign exchange which ge- 
nerally prevailed, was, if not directly, at least indi- 
rectly, attributable to the depreciation of their cur- 
rency. But, in this interval, a favorable rate of fo- 
reign exchange more than once occurred. To 
what could this favorable exchange be attributed? 
Certainly not to the depreciation oftheir currency. 
But it would be as unjust to attribute every unfa- 
vorable state of foreign exchange to the deprecia- 
tion of the currency, as to ascribe to that currency 
the credit of any favorable state of such exchange. 
The truth is, that fluctuations in the exchange, be- 
tween two countries having a metallic currency, 
continually occur, and depend upon principles 
wholly unconnected with the idea' of a depreciated 
currency 

If these views be correct, the only obstacles to 
the establishment of a paper currency, by a go- 
vernment having a sovereign right to establish it, 
is the danger of the instability and want of integri- 
ty and intelligence of the government. There is, 
certainly, just reason- to apprehend that emergen- 
cies may arise in the aflairs of every nation, m 
which their stability may be menaced, by foreign 
force or domestic insurrection. In such an event, 
& panic might ensue, and the credit of the currency 
be utterly annihilated. How far the recent examples 
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which have been adverted to in other states — how 
■far the influence of public opinion over the conduct 
of governments, may be relied upon, as an effici- 
ent preventive against evils of such magnitude, 
*muM be determined by those to whom, under Di- 
vine Providence, the prosperity and happiness of 
iiauons are committed. The subject involves all 
the complicated interests of society, except the en- 
joyment of civil, political and religious liberty. It 
*>ught to be approached with more than ordinary 
circumspection. In states the best qualified to at- 
tempt the change, it is environed with doubts 
which can only be dispelled by the light of expe- 
riment. In the United States these doubts are 
-gTeatly increased by the complex forrfi of the go- 
vernment. In the division of power, between the 
federal and state governments, the line of separa 
rion is no» sufficiently distinct to prevent collisions, 
which may disturb the harmony of the system. Col- 
lisions have atready arisen, and, in the course of hu- 
man events, may be reasonably expected to arise, 
tintil the linp of separation by which their relative 
powers and duties are determined, shall be dis- 1 
tinctly defined by practice, or by explanatory I 
amendments of the constitution, effected according 
to the forms prescribed in that instrument. Upon 
•no question will collision more likely arise tlimn 
•that contemplated by the resolution under which 
this report is submitted. No attempt to make the 
change has succeeded. The measure, when strip- 
ped of extraneous difficulties, must be admitted to 
1>e of doubtful tendency. Under the most auspici- 
ous circumstances it may prove abortive. Under 
circumstances in any degree adverse, it must inevi- 
tably fail. Any obstacle opposed to its execution, 
by one or more of the state governments, would be 
•decisive of its fate. Their simple acquiescence in 
the measure would not be sufficient to secure to it 
that issue, to which the principles upon which it 
might be established, would necessarily lead. Their 
active co-operation would be indispensable. The 
banks which derive their authority from the state 
governments, are generally bound by their charters 
to discharge their notes in specie on demand. From 
this obligation it would be necessary to the system 
to relieve them. The obligation to discharge their 
notes upon demand, in the national currency, 
should be substituted for that of paying them in 
specie. 

If these obstacles should be removed, that con- 
nected with the public debt, which has been sug- 
gested in a previous part of the report, would still 
remain. After the substitution of the national cur- 
rency, go!* and silver would be imported only in 
the quantity required for manufactures, and for the 
prosecution of those branches of trade in which 
they are primary articles of commerce. For these 
purposes, the importations would be sufficient. 
They might even be sufficient, and at a reasonable 
price, for the payment of the annual interest of the 
public debt. But, after the year 1 824, when the 
sum of 10,000,000 dols. would annually be expend- 
ed by the commissioners of the sinking fund, it is 
probable that the premium which would be paid 
upon it, would be considerable, until the debt was 
extinguished. A compromise, as has already been 
suggested, with the public creditors would seem to 
be a measure preliminary to any attempt to estab- 
lish a paper currency. It is more than probable 
that the attempt would nof only be unsuccessful 
but that it would injuriously affect the public cre- 
dit. 

It may, also, be proper to observe, that those 
sections of the union where a measure of this kind 


would be most likely to be acceptable, would prd- 
bably derive from it the least benefit. >ln the west 
and inthe south, the complaints of adeficeint curren- 
cy have been most distinctly heard. In the latte*, 
these complaints are of recent date. In both they 
proceed in a greater degree from the disbursemerft 
of* the public revenue than from any other cause. 
The great mass of public expenditure is made tp 
the east of this city. The revenue accruing 
'from imports, though principally collected in the 
middle and eastern states, is paid by the great 
mass of consumers throughout the United States. 
That which is paid for the public lands, al- 
though in some degree drawn from every part of 
the union, is principally paid by the citizens of the 
west, and of the south. The greatest part of the 
revenue accruing from the public lands, as well as 
that collected in the southern states upon import^ 
has been transferred to the middle and easterp 
states to be expended. The necessity of making 
this transfer, arises from the circumstance that, the 
great mass of the public debt is held in those states, 
or by foreigners, whose agents reside in them; anil 
from the establishment of dock yards, and nava[l 
stations in their principal ports. This transfer will 
continue to be necessary until the public debt shall 
be extinguished, and until the other expenditures 
of the government can, consistently with the pub- 
interest, be more equally distributed. If a national 
currency should be established, the demand for it 
in the southern and western states, for the purpose 
of transmission, would be incessant; whilst its return 
by the ordinary course of trade, especially in the 
latter, would be slow and in some degree uncer- 
tain. The currency, being every where receiva- 
ble by the government, would, for the purpose of 
remittance, be more frequently demanded in that 
section than specie, for the same reason, that the 
notts of the bank of the United States and its offices 
command there, at this time, a premium in specie. 
As the transfers of the public money are made by 
the bank of the United States, the excitement pro- 
duced by the demand for specie, or funds that can 
be remitted, consequent upon such transfers, lias 
been directed against that institution. AH the evils 
which the community, in particular parts of thp 
country, has suffered from the sudden decrease of 
the currency, as well as from its depreciation, have 
been ascribed to the bank of the United State's, 
which, in transferring the public funds, has been a 
passive agent in the hands of the government. 

It is then believed that the evils whieh are felt in 
those sections of the union where the distress is 
most generalfWill not be extensively relieved by the 
establishment of a national currency. The suffer- 
ings which have been produoed by the efforts that 
have been made to resume, and to continue, specie 
payments, have been great. They are not termi- 
nated, and must continue until the value of proper- 
ty, and the price of labor, shall assume that relation 
to the precious metals which our wealth and indus- 
try, compared with those of other states, *M11 
enable us to retain. Until this shall be affected, ah 
abortive attempt, by the substitution of a pap€r 
currency, to arrest the evils we are suffering, will 
produce the most distressing consequences. The 
sufferingsthat are past will, in such an event, recur 
with additional violence, and the nation will again 
find itself in the situation which it held at the mo- 
ment when specie payments were resumed. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient ser- 
vant, WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

The honorable the Speaker 

of the house of representatives. 
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TABULAR STATEMENTS. 

A— is a very heavy table, shewing a general statement of the bank of the United States, and each of its 
offices, in the month of September, 1819. The following recapitulation serves all ordinary purposes. 


Dr . — Funded debt of the United States, (various) - 
Bills discounted, viz: — On personal security 

On ditto and funded debt 
On ditto and bank stock, &c. 

Bills of exchange, viz:— Foreign - 

Domestic - 

Baring, Brothers & Go. for bills in favor of J. Richards 
Offices of discount and deposite .... 

State banks 

Real estate, permanent expenses, and bonus ... 
Expenses ....... 

Cash, viz: — Deficient at Baltimore .... 

Notes of the bank of the United States, and branches 
ditto ditto state banks 

Specie - 


7,252,501 34 

21,226,128 56 
229,024 00 

7,937,515 83—29,392,668 39 
136,470 66 

1,575,087 86 1,513,558 52 

94,864 57 
^ * 32,267,712 09 

2,964,860 65 
780,992 59 
79,936 61 

146,454 74 
10,582,147 09 
1,133,923 86 

3,254,479 91— 15,117,005 60 


TOTAL, 

1 


89,464,100 16 


Cr. — Capital stock ......... 

Bank, branch, and post notes - - . - - - - 

Dividends unclaimed ........ 

Discount, exchange, and interest - 
Profit and loss - 

Due the bank of the United States and offices of discount and deposite - 
State banks - - 

Baring, Brothers & Co. and Thomas Wilson & do. ... 

Premium and damages on bills purchased on account of Baring, Brothers & Co. * 
Bills of exchange, received of 9. Smith |c Buchanan .... 
Deposited viz:— On account of the treasurer of the United States • 1,097,163 

Public offices ... 1,765,800 

Individuals ... 2,631,453 


34,973,828 63 
14,392,258 49 
33,81460 
465,088 28 
1,104,932 94 
32,101.135 224 
675,818 30 
142,040 03 
43,410 20 
37,355 55 
33 
81 

76 5,494,417 90 


total, 89,464,100 16 

The total amount of bank and branch notes issued is 14,392,258 49 
Qi which there was on hand at the bank and branches 10,582,147 09 


In circulation 3,810,11140 


J3. — Statement of the bank capital in the several states, districts, and territories, of the United States, 
as far as it was known at the treasury, during the years 1814, 1815, 1816, and 1817. 


STATE, DISTRICT, OR TERRITORY. 

CAPITAL. 

1814. 

CAPITAL. 

1815. 

CAPITAL. 

1816. 

CAPITAL. 

1817. 





DOLLS. 

DOLLS. 

DOLLS. 

BOLLS. 

Maine - - , 




1,380,000 00 

1,930,000 00 

1.860,000 00 

1,720,000 00 

New Hampshire - 



• 

838,250 00 

942,350 00 

943,350 00 

997,550 00 

Vermont 





. 


- 

Massachusetts - 




11,350,000 od 

11,600,000 00 

11,650,000 00 

11,300,000 00 

Rhode Island 




2,317,320 00 

2,317,320 00 

2,317,320 00 

2,317,320 00 

Connecticut 




3,6 55,750 00 

4,063,675 00 

3,909,575 00 

4,021,262 00 

New York - 




17,185,352 00 

17,700,736 00 

17,145,979 00 

16,991,704 00 

New Jersey 




2.121,932 00 

2,071,957 00 

1,672,115 00 

2,076,465 00 

Pennsylvania 




14,963,333 00 

15,546,432 00 

15,393,594 00 

15,732,615 00 

Delaware 




996,990 00 

973,890 00 

974,500 00 

974,500 00 

.Maryland 




7,872,002 00 

8,243,422 00 

8,346,782 00 

8,657,147 00 

.District of Columbia 




4,060,814 00 

4.244,765 00 

4,650,176 00 

5,008,527 00 

Virginia 




3,597,000 00 

4,752,460 00 

5,521,415 00 

4,884,565 00 

North Carolina - 




1,576,600 00 

2,594,600 00 

2,776,000 00 

2,796,600 00 

South Carolina 




3,730,900 00 

3,832,758 00 

3,832,758 00 

3,919,973 00 

Georgia - 




623,580 00 

1,239,440 00 

1,502 600 00 

1,502,600 00 

Louisiana 




1,432,300 00 

1,402,300 00 

1,422,300 00 

1 ,432,300 00 

Mississippi 




100,000 00 

100,000 00 

100,000 00 

200,000 00 

Tennessee - 




212,962 00 

365,610 00 

498,506 00 

995,500 00 

Kentucky 



. 

932,600 00 

2,532,000 00 

2,057,000 00 

2,823,100 00 

Ohio - 




1,435,819 00 

1,932,108 00 

2,806,737 00 

2,003,969 00 

Indiana - - - 


. 



. 

. 

127,624 00 

Missouri 





- 

- 

193,125 00 





80,378,504 00 

88,185,823 01 

89,380,707 00 

90,676,446 00 

Bank of the United States 



♦ 


- 


35,000,000 00 






. 


125,676,446 00 
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C.— A statement, shewing the condition of the banks in the several states, districts and territories of 
the United States, as far as the same was known, at the treasury department, in the year 1819. 

[abstract.] 


CAPITAL 
PAID IN. 


NOTES IN' 
CIRCULATION, 



STATE, DISTRICT, OB TERRITORY, 


Maine - 
Massachusetts 
Mew-Ham pshire 
Vermont - 
Rhode- Island 
Connecticut 
Mew-Jersey - 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland - 
Columbia 
Virginia - 
Morth-Carolina 
South -Carolina 
Georgia 
Alabama - 
Tennessee • 
Kentucky - 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Missouri - 
Mississippi - 


New-York - 

|72,340,770 64| 35,770,903 42l | I 9,828.745 21 


The following items are also given in the table, the aggregates of which it may be useful to notice^— 
observing, carefully, that there is no return of any of those from the banks in New York. 

Due other banks : s i : $3,039,403 89 

Undivided profits : : i : 2,469,836 46 

Loans on discounts : j : : : : r : : . f : 73,623,595 76 

Due by other banks, in notes or otherwise 7,616,252 54 

United States' stocks :::::::::::: 1,506,320 52 

Stocks of incorporated companies, bills of exchange, and miscellaneous effects : : 2,278,075 12 

Real estate 2,262,922 40 

Later returns from the banks in Maine and Massachusetts, and several banks in Pennsylvania, sli$w 

the following results: 

. C capital increased about 1-13 circulation increased about 1-30 


do. 

8-10- discounts decreased 

1-52 

do. 

1 10 circulation do. 

1-19 

do. 

5-10— discounts increased 

1 25 

do. 

1.64 -circulation decreased 

4-10 

do. 

1-13— -discounts do. 

1-6 


. C capital increased about 1-13 circulation increased about 1-30 

Jnoine, £ specie do. 8-10- discounts decreased 1-52 

xr *. „ C capital do. 1 10 circulation do, 1-19 

Massachusetts £ S p ec j e do. 5 . 10 discounts increased 125 

_ , C capital do, 1-64 ^-circulation decreased 4-10 

Ptnn.ylvama £ 8p >, cie do . 143 ^ iscount3 do< x . 6 

(jyit will be seen that the preceding returns are very imperfect — as, for instance, the capital paid 
in in Maryland, is given at 86,290 — whereas the real amount is nearly eight millions of dollars. Several 
of the other items I know, from various documents in my possession, are pretty nearly correct; yet 
Home are also much deficient. But a reference to the preceding table will correct some of those as ta 
the amount of capital. [Ed. Req. 

D. — A statement shewing the aggregate amount of the capital, circulation, specie, and discounts, of 
several banks, (sixteen in number) situated in Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode-Istand, Pennsylvania, 
District of Columbia, Virginia, South-Carolina, Georgia, and Ohio, on the 30th September, annually, 
in 1813, 1815, and 1819. 


TEAR. 

CAPITAL. 

CIRCULATION. 

SPECIE. 

DISCOUNTS. 

1813 

$6,903,377 00 

$6,845,344 00 

$3,059,149 00 

$12,990,975 00 

1815 

8,852,371 00 

9,944,757 00 

1,693,918 00 

15,727,218 00 

1819 

9,711,960 00 

4,259,334 00 

1,726,465 00 

^ 12,959,560 00 
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E. 

A Statement* showing the rate ef exchange between Boston, New-York, Philadelphia and Balti. 
more, and London, during the years 1813, 1814, 1815, and 1816, and also the price of specie at 
New-York* and the rate of exchange between that place* Boston, Philadelphia and Baltimore* 
during the same period* 

Not* — The rate of premium is designated by the letter n , and the rate of discount by the letter d; 
in the fractional places the letter h designates one-half, the letter q one-quarter. 


JPT NEW-TOXIC. 

AT 

BOSTON. 

AT 

?HILAD*A. 

AT 

BALTI M*E 


E&OH 


Bill* on 

■ 

Bill. 

Billa 

BiO* 

Specie. 



Baltimore. 


an Loudon. 

ill London. 

>n Loudon. 

PEB CENT 

PEH CENT 

PER CERT 

PER CERT 

PER CENT 

PER CENT 

PER CERT 

PER CENT 

s 

a 1-3 

. 


d 18 

d 18 

i nh to 10 

d 17 

© 

m 



• 

d 17 

d 18 to 20 

d 17 x 





• 

d 16 1-3 

d 18 to 15 

d It 

# 

m 1-3 



d IS 

d 10 

d 14 to 15 

d 18 

■ . 




• 

d 10 

d 10 to 17 

d 10 

# 




• - 

d 18 

d 10 to 17 

d 17 

-B 

a 1-3 



4 15 

d 15 

d 15 to 17/ 

d 15 

, 




. 

d 141-8 

d \th to IS 






. 

d 14 1-2 

d \4h to 10 


. 

a 1-3 



d 14 

d 14 1-3 

d 15 to 12/ 

d 14 to 15 





• 

d 13 

d Ith to 13 

d 10 to ISA 

• 

• 



• 

d 7 

d 13 to 5 

d 20 to ISA 


a 1 



d 8 

dS 

d 8 to 3 


. 




• 

d 8 

rf6Ato9 

d 8 


8 



. 

d 10 

d 7 to 10 

d 8 

* 

a 1 1-3 



d 71-3 

d 8 

d 8 to8A 

4 8 

. 




• 

d 10 

d 8 to 10 






. 

d 13 

d 9 to IS 




dS 


d 11 

d 13 1*2 

d 9 to 12 

d 10 to7A 

8 




. 

d It 

d IS to 13 

d 11 to 7 


* 



. 

d IS 

d 14 to 7h 

d 1 1 to 7 

a 10 to 11 

<* 



d 8 tot 

d D 1-3 

d 10 to th 

d 3 to par 





. 

d 13 1-3 

d 2 h to 2A a 

par to sA a 

• 

• 



• 

d 10 

partoSA a 

SAto 3 a 

« 11 

a S3 

d 3 


par to 1 a 

d 14 

1 to 3 a 

4 to par 





• 

d 14 

3 to 3 d 

par 





• 

d 8 

3 to 3 3-4 d 

par to 3 d 

a is 


d 3 

k 0 

d 4 

d 8 

th to par 

par to 3A a 


, 



» 

d 8 1-2 

par to 0 o 

S In 7 A a 

l ! 




• 

d 9 

4 to 7 a 

7 to 8 a 

aUAtolS 

a 10 to 11 

d 4 1-3 

it I 

par 

ef 4 1-2 

8h to OA a 

8 to 5 a 






d 9 

OA to 10 a 

8 to 10 a 





• 

d 3 

11 to 7A a 

llAto 19 a 

a 14 to If 

a 13*A to 15 

d 8 

d 7 

a ll 

d 8 1-3 
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1813. January 
February . 
March • 
April • 
m»t . 
June • 

July • 
August • 
September 
October . 
November 


(XS14. January • 
February 
March • 
April • 
May . * . 
June • 
July • 
Aogust • 
September^ 
October} 
November} 
December} 

1815. January • 
Februar>( 
March 
April • 
May. . 
June • 
July . 
Auguat . 
September 
October. 
November 
December 

list®. January • 
February 


April • 
May . 
June . 
July - . 

Auguit • 
September 
October. 
November 
December 


•Bills on London fluctuated very much in price towards the close of December, at Boston and 
Philadelphia. 

•(•Specie payments suspended at New-York, and south of that place, 1st September. 

tBills on London fluctuated very much during these three months, at Boston and Philadelphia. 

§News of peace 13th of this month, when the price of London bills declined. 


“Let us see the light.” 

The following explains a thing that has often per- 
plexed me, not being much versed in the ways 
of the world. It is anonymous— but I know the 
hand-writing, and can assure the readers of the 
Resists* that the author of it is perfectly ac- 
quainted with the nature of the things disclosed, 
and that, in my opinion, he is incapable of misre- 
presenting facts. 

Give the most extensive latitude that can be allow- 
ed to the cases referred to— viz. that accounts, 
just m themselves, sometimes cannot be passed 
tor want of some forms or formal vouchers, it ap- 


pears to me that the measures adopted for the 
settlement are begun at the -wrong end; or, in com- 
mon phrase, “the cart is put before the horse.** 
It seems to me, that it ought to be the especial 
duty of the proper officer, he cannot settle a 
person’s account according to “justice and equi- 
ty,” to state the whole reason of it to congress, 
with the amount of the money that ought to be 
admitted to the credit of such person; on which 
congress, as the custom generally is, might admit 
or reject the claims &9 should seem correct, and 
not suffer undefined amounts to be paid away 
Without their positive consent. Then “re the 
people” should knew exactly hew our money wae 
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disposed of, and the responsibility would rest 
where it ought. We should hear of few pre- 
terit* to clerks fir getting account s through, and 
the public safety and individual advantage would 
be exceedingly promoted. If the proper officer 
refused to report, the claimant might apply to 
congress, and the officer be summoned to shew 
the principles of bis decision. 

Every considerate man who is acquainted with the 
nature and extent of the business submitted to 
the committee of claims, must be aware of the 
severe drudgery which the gentlemen compos- 
ing it have to undergo, and a multitude of the 
claims are sufficiently preposterous “to wear out 
the patience of a saint.” Still, every petition 
should be considered, and by a more perfect 
subdivision of labor, it is thought that each claim 
might be promptly paid, or promptly refused to 
be paid, which cannot be done at present, let the 
members of this committee be as zealous as they 
may. Suppose there were several committees of 
claims, whose respective duties should be clearly 
designated— then there would not exist a neces- 
sity to neglect so many things as are neglected) 
and, whether there are more committees than 
one or not, the mode above proposed rather les- 
sens than adds to the labor of the committee. It 
appears now as if congress was “saving at the 
spigot and letting out at the bung-hole:” almost 
every private claim is reported unfavorably of, 
but the weighty requisitions for the several de- 
partments, though in some cases severely con- 
tested, are generally complied with. 

In fact — we want more economy of time and mo- 
ney, and a deeper looking into the public con- 
cerns. There never was a season so well fitted to 
bring about system, as at the present, for party 
has lost its fervor and force, and a man now may 
oppose or support any measure of government, 
without a spirit of hostility or mean subservien- 
cy being imputed to him. 
l|r. Miles — 

Believing it to be the duty of every good citizen 
to contribute his mite to the promotion of the “ge- 
neral welfare,” I respectfully submit to you, and, 
through you, (if you please) to the public, the fol- 
lowing facta — to the end that the “procedure may 
be corrected,” if it shall be deemed right to cor- 
rect it. 

In casting my eye over the newspapers, I occa- 
sionly see acts for the relief of sundry persons who 
had petitioned congress, worded after the following 
manner — “That the accounting officer of the pro- 
per department be, and he is hereby authorised to 
settle and adjust the account of ■ - ■ upon juat 
and equitable principlea .” Under a. law like this, 
the party petitioning, it is presumed, generally 
gets what he asks. Now I should like to know how 
any one can, rightfully, have more extensive ere- 
dits allowed him under such a law, than he would 
have been entitled to without it? Are not all ac- 
counts between individuals and the publie settled 
in conformity to the principles of “justice and equi- 
ty?” The reason of the practice is simply this: — 
Congress, with a view either to get rid of the trou- 
ble of investigating a claim, or of the responsibility 
of allowing or rejecting it, pass a law of the kind 
abovementioned; and, although it does not confer a 
particle of additional power on the officer who is to 


adjust the account, there is, nevertheless, a perfect 
understanding \X\sX much more extensive credits are 
to be allowed the party than it was deemed expe- 
dient to allow him before the passage of the last 
law— which is, generally, entitled an act for his 
“relief.”— Whatever allowances may be made, the 
officer making them always takes care to shield 
himself under this law; — and congress think they 
have done their duty when they have directed the 
account to be settled according to the principles of 
“ equity and justice. 99 — An act, as i before remarked, 
of entire supererogation, because all public ac- 
counts are settled upon those principles, or were 
intended so to be settled, by permanent and pre- 
existing laws. By contrivances like these, large 
sums of money are, I feel well assured, either 
wrongfully drawn from the public treasury, or large 
claims on individuals whe stood previously indebt- 
ed, are wiped off. 

ThiB contrivance, either to get money out of the 
treasury, or to prevent the return of large sums 
previously drawn from it, is not of very old date. I 
have a perfect recollection of the first case of this 
kind that occurred,— on settling the account of a 
certain great man, he felt in debt to the government 
about twelve thousand dollars, after giving him cre- 
dit for every fair and proper charge made in his 
account. The same person afterwards became con- 
spicuous on a certain memorable occasion.* Not 
long after this he petitioned congress for “relief/* 
—who passeda law authorising his account to be 
settled upon “just and equitable principles, under 
the direction of the secretary of - ■ .” It had 

already been Bettled upon just, fair and equitable 
principles, under the “direction” of the same officer - 
and yet, with no other provision in his favor than 
that his account should again be settled upon «^just 
and equitable principles, under the direction of 

the secretary oft* , on the re-adjustment of his 

account, the old balance against him was not only 
entirely extinguished, but the sum of about twelve 
thousand dollars was reported in his favor, which 
he received: — and all this- too without producing a 
single voucher or fact other than what had been 
produced on the first settlement of the account. 

There is so mucti of trick and fraud practised 
now o’days— so much of legerdemain, that if some 
of these shameful practices are not exposed and 
corrected, the evils will continue to grow upon us, 
until, at last, and before long, we shall be as cor- 
rupt in our republic as they are in any of their cor- 
rupt governments in the old world. 

Believing, Mr. Editor, that your journal hasdone 
much good by inculcating sound republican doc- 
trines (I mean that kind of republicanism which 
means something — not that which means “any thing 
or nothing ”), and believing also, that it will continue 
to do good so long as it adheres to correct princi- 
ples, and abstains from meddling with party politics 
— mere contests between the « ins and the outs,” — 
the foregoing remarks are respectfully submitted 
to your discretion, to do with them as to you may 
seem meet, — by oke or the people. 

llth March, 1820. 


t *As we have no personal object in the Registry, 
the editor has taken the liberty to alter a few words 
here which might have led to an individual’s aff air. 
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Occupation of Florida. An important message 
from the president on this subject, was laid before 
congress on Monday last. We have strongly op- 
posed a seizure of the Floridas at present, though 
suggested by the president at the opening of the 
session, and since recommended by the committee 
on foreign relations, as being not only unnecessary 
but inexpedient, and are pleased to find reasons to 
believe that a seizure" will nfct just now be made. 
We mu 9 t frankly confess, however, that we do not 
understand why the European powers should have 
interfered in this matter, though it happens that 
their advice or wishes so well agrees with our own, 
ns to the most material parts. 

The pho posed new tariff. We intended to have 
published this week, tha bill lately introduced into 
the house of representatives by Mr. Baldwin, from 
the committee of commerce and manufactures, to 
establish a new tariff. This bill seems to have been 
devised with great care, and in most respects comes 
up to the reasonable wishes of nearly every consi 
durable class of manufacturers, and also effectually 
protects every product of agriculture which may 
be interfered with by importations from abroad, 
pilch as of cotton, sugar* 8tc. The passage of this 
bill, together with those directing the prompt pay- 
ment of duties and for regulating sales at auction, 
would cover our country with smiles in less than 
Six months. 

Mrih-weit passage. A report is circulated in 
London, on the authority of a letter signed “John 
jvic Tarish,” and dated at Montreal, Dee. 27, 1819, 
that, by the ships which left England for the pur- 
pose last summer* the long supposed north-west 
passage has been discovered — that they had passed 
through one of the sounds of Baffin's bay and reach- 
ed the mouth of the Copper Mine river, believed 
to empty into the North Pacific ocean. The story 
is improbable — had an event of such importance 
been known at Montreal in December last, wc must 
needs have heard ofit before this time. 

vail robberies. As the eastern mail 'due at 
Baltimore, on Saturday last, the 25th ult. did not 
arrive in season, a suspicion was entertained that it 
bad been robbed — and information was soon received 
that the horses employed in convey ing it were found 
tied to a tre« about three miles from the city. The 
mail is at present transported by a carriage pre- 
pared for the purpose, and not in stages — the 
general preference of travelling in the steam boats 
rendering the latter mode Unprofitable to the con- 
tractors. 

The alarm was instantly raised. Parties of 
patriotic citizens went out immediately, on the 
invitation of Mr^Sk inner, the post master, to scour 
the country in ail directions; The driver, mail and 
carriage were found about eight and an half miles 
from the City, in a thicket near the road, whefe a 
quantity of brush-wood had been laid to obstruct it. 
The driver was discovered with hisarm9 extended 
and fastened to trees, murdered , by a bullet wound 
and two stabs in his breast! !! The mail bags cut 
open and rifled, and the fragmehts-of letters strew- 
ed upon the ground. 

Vol. XViil. 7. 


The situation of the horses indicated that the 
murderers and robbers had retired from the horrid 
deed towards Baltimore — heavy rewards were of- 
fered forth e discovery of the wretches — every body 
was on the alert, for all were deeply interested in 
detecting the flagrant offenders; and, on the after- 
noon of the same day, two persons were arrested 
and committed to jail, charged with the mur. c and 
robbery. One of them named Perry Hutton, a na- 
tive of Delaware, formerly a well known stage- 
driver, who lately broke jail at Richmond where he 
had been committed for kidnapping; the other a 
certain Morris N. B. Hull, a native of New York, 
passing fora doctor. On their persons were fund 
more than 6000 dollars, and their trunks being 
examined, upwards of 10,000 dollars more were re- 
covered, a considerable part in half notes. They 
are both young* men, about 26 years of age, and 
had arrived at Baltimore from New York or. the 
Tuesday preceding. Other persons were taken up 
on suspicion of being accomplices, but dischaiged. 
In the affair of the murder, Hutton and Hull main- 
tained an obstinate silence. The belief is irresista- 
ble that the murdered man, whose name Was John 
Heaps, knew Hutton, which caused hi9 death* 

The amount of money obtained by them must be. 
conjectural — it i9 thought however, that nearly all 
has been recovered; All the letters or parts of 
letters ascertained to be fbr the Baltimore office, 
which have come to hand, were delivered. I he 
packets and letters intended for other offices, were 
forwarded to the general post office, fur cXamina- 
tibn and distribution. 

Poor Heaps, the murdered driver. Was a foreign- 
er who emigrated to the United States about two 
years since. Having established a fair character 
and found the means of subsistence, he sent for his 
family, a wife and several children, who recently ar- 
rived! The pistol was put so near to his breast, that 
his clothes were singed. A leather mask has b£en 
found near the spot at Which he was killed. Mea- 
sures have been taken to obtain some provision for 
his family. See proceedings in congress. 

P. S. The mail robbers, Hutton alid Hull, have 
made a free confession of their guilt io judge Bland, 
of the tJ. S. district court. They aglvc in <* /cry 
thing but this Hutton savs that they Hid not ori- 
ginally intend to kill the driver, the other declares 
that they did. Hull shot him, and Hutton, (as report 
says,) stabbed him to put him out of his misery, from 
the first wound. The driver did hot resist. The 
robbers assert that they had no Accomplices, .and 
that every dollar which they obtained has been re- 
covered. Their pfaris were laid in New York. 

Thus it is, that robbers of the mail are always 
detected, and it is to be hoped th«t such outrages on 
society will cease from the certainty of punishment. 

(j^Gcntlemcn who sent money tb the editor of 
theRKoisTKR, that may hav«* been in the robbed 
mail, and which is not receipted for in due time, 
will please to hotify him of it, with ah possible per- 
spicuity, that applications for it may be made to 
the general post office. 

JVVw York , Match 27.— For a few days past, a 
man who calls his name Smith, has bee n aHempti> g 
to seduce the d: »ver of the eastern m.-dl Ongc into 
a coivsp'*rar-. i® rob the mail. The driver having 
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acted with great discretion on the occasion, has 
been the means of arresting 1 the man, and frustrat- 
ing his wicked intentions. He pretended to Smith 
that he wouid aid in the ’ obbery and share with him 
the plunder. In the mean time, he informed gen. 
Bailey of the circumstances, who took measures ac- 
cordingly. Yesterday (Sunday) morning, being the 
time agreed upon, the robber took his station on 
the front seat of the coach, with the driver, as they 
started from Rust Chester. He soon opened the 
mail with a false key, and took out several packa- 
ges; when, on a signal from the driver, the gentle- 
men inside the coach, Mr. Custis, a police o (Tice r, 
and Mr. Wiley, of the post office, immediately se- 
cured him. The villain is safe in Bridewell. It 
was his intention to have opened the mail occasion- 
ally with his false key and take out a few packages, 
then to close it — so that no clue could have been 
had to the manner of the robberies, and suspicion 
would have fixed upon the post masters. 

Q^This Smith, or, as he is called in another pa- 
pe'. Smith Daw*, appears from some time expres- 
sions which he let fall during his examination* to 
have been concerned with those who robbed the 
mail and murdered the driver, near Baltimore- he 
said “that this occurrence was but trifling, oorapar 
ed with what may be expected to occur somewhere 
be i ween Boston and Charleston, South Carolina.” 
He added — “I know that there is a combination of 
at least ffy persons, of genteel appearance, who 
are determined to carry their point.” The magis- 
trates used every argument to induce the prisoner 
to disclose the names of the persons who had thus 
combined. This he obstinately refused, but said, 
if ihe president, after his trial, would grant him a 
pardon, he wouM then disclose the whole. 


Religious Persecutions. 

We recently noticed the conviction of a cer- 
tain person named Carlisle, in London, for blab-| 
fhkmt, on account of his having published Paine ? #| 
“Age of Reason.” The consequence of the convic- 
tion was, that several thousand copies, ev:ry copy 
of the work for sale in that metropolis, was imme 
diatcly bought up by the people! 

It is always thus. I well recollect a circumstance 
which happened in one of our own cities,of the fol- 
lowing nature: A crafty bookseller had incidently 
become possessed of a large quantity of a stupid 
work, in which what were deemed the supersti- 
tions uf one of our sects, was furiously attacked. 
They lumbered his shelves for a long time - he 
never was even asked for the book! To relieve him 
self of his bad stock, he politely presented a copy of 
the work to the different clergymen of the sect at- 
tacked, with a very modest hint that such outra- 
geous slanders ought to be resisted! Well — the 
clergy fell into the trap: the chief of them, with 
great zeal, condemned the work from his pulpit 
and cautioned his hearers against it — the conse- 
quence was, that in three days the bookseller sold 
•very cop> that he had, and at an advanced price on 
account of the demand, and gravely propped to 
publish a new edition of the * popular* 1 volume! 

In the United States, there is no statute law to 
prevent the publication of books called blasphe- 
mous; but the moral law is opposed to such pro- 
ductions, and they drop “still -born from the press.** 
Perhaps, if all the bookstores in Baltimore were 
searched, a single copy of the “Age of Reason” 
could not be found in them; or, if a copy wasjbund, 
it would be discovered among what the booksel- 
lers call rubbish and covered w'ith dust. I have net 


seen one for many years. It is out of print, and 
will remain so, unless persecution excites curiosity 
about it — for it it a thing without merit or power in 
itself. 

When will men learn wisdom? Are we never to 
arrive at a state when “common sense” shall influ- 
ence society? Have we made so little progress in 
Ckrijtiatuly , as to believe that human laws are ne- 
cessary to support the sublime principles of the 
g©9pel? We are solemnly charged to let such things 
alone — “if they be of men they will come to nought 
— but if of God, ye cannot overthrow them.** If 
then, our religion is o. Divine origin, and all pro- 
fess! i.g Christians at least say that it is, why do we 
falsify our profession by attempting to force it — us 
though Infinite Mercy was pleased with persecu- 
tion, and Unbounded Power unable to bring about 
His own purposes? Is the spirit which offered favor- 
ite scraps of the gospel in one hand, and pointed 
to the faggot with the other, wherewith people 
might bo roasted alive for the “glory of God,” — to 
last forever? 

The undoubted and a most blessed effect of the 
gospel dispensation, freely and really preached to 
all, is to emancipate the minds of men, and lead 
them into “all truth** — teaching, that they are aw- 
fully responsible, not to their fePow-roen but to 
their Creator himself, for theirfaith and conduct. 
Hence, in proportion as genuine Christianity pre- 
vails, every one believes that he must do his own 
work, and his confidence in those who make a 
“craft** of religion, is diminished. 1 do not mean 
by this that the respect due to preachers of the gos- 
pel is lessened — it is rightful to exhort, reprove 
and instruct the people, on all suitable occasions, 
and call their attention to the duties which they 
owe to God and all the •reatures and things by Him 
made— but as in opposition to that truly blasphe- 
mous conduct which converted men by the sword, 
and established certain individuals as depositories of 
the will of God regarding man, as is more or less the 
case in every country infested by government- 
priests and national-churches, no matter what the 
sect or profession may be. Solitary fragments of 
this anti-Christian principle preVail in the United 
States, through the influence of imported books and 
dogmas, and the ambition of individuals. We 
sometimes hear that the rev. Mr. A. in his pulpit, 
attacked the rev. Mr. B. and that Mr B.beat “the 
drum ecclesiastic’* against Mr. A spouting like a 
couple oflawyers at the bar for the sake oftheirfees, 
and equally scurrilous. Happily, these things are 
rare and are going out of fashion; but solitary cases 
must be expected while some of our state constitu- 
tions recognize a sort of right in the civil govern- 
ment to regulate men’s faith, and prescribe the 
manner In which they shall worship their Maker, 
under penalties for non-conformity! 

A. light goes forth, human laws to support hea- 
venly principles, retire — and the interference of in- 
terested men grows into disrepute. It is the natu- 
ral disposition of man to resist dictation from his fel- 
low-man, and there are many that will do what 
they themselves believe to be wrong, or at least in- 
convenient to them, if the contrary course is at- 
tempted to be forced upon them, by persons who 
have no rightful authority over them. This especi- 
ally prevails in matters of faith: and if any of our 
legislatures were foolish enough to pass a law to 
punish a person for publishing the “Age of Reason** 
for instance, that imbecile book would be immedi- 
ately put to press and published — and be read by 
thousands that therefore never had cared any 
tiling about it. In the spirit to do this, is the best 
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security for civil or religious truth. All men are 
fallible, and as most men love power, the best check 
to an unjust or unholy acquirement of it, is a 
principle of resistance in the people. We are told 
that “the devil can quote scripture;” meaning, as 1 
suppose, that the most evil propensities may be sup- 
ported by partial extractsfrom the book which is our 
* rule and guide” in things of the greatest moment 
here aud hereafter. 

In monarchical countries, where sectarian dog- 
mas are established by law, the generation of hypo- 
crites naturally progresses. The priesthood is con- 
ferred by favor, ami the veriest viilians frequently 
rofess a belief in things which they have nottrou- 
led themselves to understand, for the sake of the 
salary attached to the clerical office, and set them- 
selves up as teachers ofthe people without one spark 
of godliness or virtue! This must be so while the 
outrageous system of a government-religion endures; 
and, when persons like these— who fatten on the 
sweat and blood of the laboring poor, are brought 
out to oppose Paine’s book for example, the people 
spontaneously recollect the prophane cry of “great 
is the Diana of the Ephesians,” and think there is 
some ««craft” in the business, as well they may do, if 
it is denounced by those abominable men, whose 
whole lives are at war with justice , mercy and humi- 
lity. The idea crosses the mind like that which 
was entertained by the by-standers, when, during 
one of the civil and “holy” wars of England, a sol- 
dier, so drunk that the street was not wide enough 
for him to walk in, was brought up by achurch, and 

exclaimed, “Are you there yoti old b— — ; by 

I’ll support you!” We become disgusted with the 
best things if presented by filthy agents. Even 
Jiltihnmet *s paradise would fail to please the most 
wanton, if not tendered with virgin delicacy; and 
lie as loathsome to reflecting minds as the leprosy 
is to the outward man. Mahomet was well aware 
of this disposition; for he represents his women for 
the pleasures of the “faithful” after death, as pure' 
and unsullied. There is nothing more repugnant 
to my feelings than to see what 1 am willing to re- 
gard as & sacred or solemn rite, performed with in- 
difference— or by a person that my conscience tells 
me is unworthy to partake in it himself. Garrick , 
being asked by a bishop, why it was that the peo- 
ple were more attentive to listen to a play than a 
sermon, said — “because -we relate fictions as if they 
were truths, and you tell truths like fictions.” 

In free countries — where every man worships 
God after the dictates of bis own heart, and goes 
to church or meeting, or lets it alone, at liis own 
will and discretion — the priests aud ministers are 
generally good, well-meaning men, or at least, are 
compelled to appear to be such, and pay homage to 
virtue— else they lose their livings, as well as the 
respect of the communities in which they reside. 
This is a matter of great importance to true reli- 

g ion, and the' welfare of society in general: and 
ence it is, that there is a sweet affection commonly 
existing between the clergy and their hearers in the 
United States, which cannot exist in countries where- 
in it is the priest’s great object to get as much as be 
can of his parish, by the #wo.d, and the first consi- 
deration of his flock to prevent it— in which there 
is every thing but a Christian spirit. 

The persecution ofthe poor thing, Carlisle, at Lon- 
don, to which, if I recollect rightly, the archbishops 
were summoned, was precisely of the same nature 
ns the following circular from the pope to the Irish 
prelates, though perhaps both would have made a 
common cause against Carlisle . It is a curious arti- 
cle to appear in the veur of our Lord one thousand 


eight hundred and nineteen— but what of that? 
Many of the dignified clergy of England did, until 
very recently opposed the general instruction ofthe 
poor by free schools, on the principle that, with the 
progress of knowledge, their own power would be 
diminished! Government-priests and government- 
religions are every where the same — the sinks of 
hypocricy or the fountains of vice. With peculiar 
tenets I have nothing to do— it is their construction 
and operation only that I deprecate. 

Circular of the Pope to the Irish prelate a, on the sub - 
ject of Bible schools — 
u Rome , Court of the Sacred Congregation 

for the propagation of the joith , Sept. 18, 1819. 
“My Lord — The prediction of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the parable of the sower that sowed ( good 
seed in his field; but while people slept, his enemy 
came and sowed tares upon the wheat,’ Mat. xn. 
24, is to the very great injury indeed of the Catho- 
lic faith, seen verified in these our own days, par- 
ticularly in Ireland; for information has reached the 
ears of the sacred congregation, that bible schools, 
supported by the funds of the Catholics, have been 
established in almost eveiy part of Ireland, in which, 
under pretence of charity, the inexperienced of 
both sexes, but particularly peasants and paupers, 
are allured by the blandishments and even gifts of 
the masters, and infected with the fatal poison of 
depraved doctrines. It is further stated, that the 
directors of those schools are generally speaking 
method ists, who introduce bibles translated into 
English by the “Bible Society,” and abounding in 
errors, with the sole view of seducing the youth, and 
entirely eradicating from their minds the truths of 
the orthodox faith. 

“Uuder these circumstances, your lordship alrea- 
dy perceives with what solicitude and attention, 
pastors are bound to watch and carefully protect 
their flocks from the “snares of wolves, who come 
in the clothing of sheep.” If the pastors sleep, the 
enemy will quickly creep in by stealth, and sow the 
tares; soon will the tares be seen growing among 
the wheat, and choke it. 

“Every possible exertion must therefore be made 
to keep the youth away from these destructive 
schools; to warn parents against suffering their chil- 
dren, oh any account whatever, to be led into error. 
But for the purpose of escaping the snares of the 
I adversaries, no plan seems more appropriate than 
that of establishing schools wherein salutary in- 
structions may be imparted to paupers and il iterate 
country persons. 

“In the name then of the bowels (of the mercy) 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, we exhort and beseech 
your lordship to guard your flock with diligence, 
»nd all due discretion, from those who are in the 
habit of thrusting themselves insidiously into the 
fold of Christ, in order thereby to lead the unwary 
sheep astray; and mindful of the forewarning of Pe- 
ter the Apostle, given in these words, vis: “ « here 
shall also be lying masters among you, who shnl 
bring in sects of perdition, 2 Pet. ii 8” do your labor 
with all your might to prevent the orthodox youth 
from being corrupted by them; an object which will, 
I hope, be easily effected by the establishing of Ca- 
tholic schools throughout your diocese. And con- 
fidently trusting that in a matter of such vast im- 
portance, your lordship will with unbounded zeal 
endeavor to prevent the wheal from being choked 
by the tares, I pray the ali-good and omnipotent 
God to gu*rd and preserve you safe many years. 

Your lordshiu’s most obedient and humble ser- 
vant, “i\ CARDINAL FONTANA, Prefect, 

“C. M. PEDICINA, Scc’ry.” ' 
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ZZ ^ tli'm paper, just now made known to the 
British public, bus any effect, it will be to induce 
parliament still to refuse emancipation to the Ho- 
man Catholics of Ireland— working by the “rule of 
contrary,” just like the silly persecution of Carlisle. 
It cannot be doubted, but that the persecution of 
the Jews and cry of Hep, Hep,* in Germany against 
them, has elevated their standing in society; and 
such generally is, and almost ever will be the result 
of a fanatical or sectarian zeal, when it amounts to 
a denial to any of their common rights as rational j 
beings. i 


Our Relations with Spain. ' 

The following important message was transmitted 
on Monday to both houses of congress, by the pre- 
sident of the United States: 

To the house of representatives of the United States. 

I transmit to congress an extract of a letter from 
the minister plenipotentiary of the United States 
at St. Petersburg, of the 1st November last, on the 
subject of our relations with Spain, indicating the 
sentiments of the emperor of Russia respecting the 
non-ratification, by his Catholic majesty, of the trea- 
ty latrly concluded between the United Slates and 
Spain, and the strong interests which his imperial 
majesty takes in promoting the ratification of that 
treaty. Of tills friendly disposition, the most satis- 
factory assurance has been since given directly to 
this government, by the minister of Russia residing 
here. * 

I transmit also to congress an extract of a letter 
from the minister plenipotentiary of the United 
States at Madrid, of a later date than those hereto- 
fore communicated, by which It appears that, at the 
instance of the charge des affaires of the emperor 
of Russia, a new pledge had been given by the Spa- 
nish government, that the minister, who had been 
lately appointed to the United Mates, should set 
out on his mission, without delay, with full power 
to settle all differences in a manner satisfactory to 
the parties. 

I have further to state, that the governments of 
France and Great Britain continue to mainifest the 
sentiments heretofore communicated, respecting 
the non* ratification of the treaty by Spain, ami to 
interpose theirgood offices to promote its ratification 

It is proper to add, that the governments of 
France ar.d Russia have expressed an earnest de- 
sire that the United States would take no step, for 
the present, on the principle of reprisal, which 
might possibly tend to disturb the peace between 
the United States and Spain. There is good cause 
to presume, from the delicate manner in which this 
sentiment has been conveyed, that it is founded in 
a belief, as |well as a desire, that our just objects 
may be accomplished without the hazard of such 
an extremity. 

•The Fioston Centinelf gives the following expla- 
nation of the word Hep! which is used by the Ger- 
mans in pursuing and persecuting the Jews; 

“ This Hep! Hep! according to old chronicles, bad 
the follow mg origin. — In theyear 1097, a party of cru- 
saders, headed by Peter Ganssleish, went about re- 
cruiting for followers, with flags bearing the initials 
of the *ords, FFierosolyma Est Perdita, (Jerusalem is 
lost) HKP. — This swarm, however, never proceed- 
ed to the Holy Land, but remained in Germany, 
where they persecuted and murdered the Jew’s, j 
and more particularly along the Rhine. — Whenever 
this band came with their colours, the people ex- 
claimed Hep 1 Hep! and fell upon the Jews. 


On full consideration of all these circumstances, 

I have thought it my duty to submit to congress, 
whether it will not be advisable to postpone a de- 
cision, on the questions now depending with Spain, 
until the next session. The distress of that nation 
at this juncture affords a motive for this forbearance, 
which cannot fail to be duly appreciated. Under 
such circumstances, the attention of the Spanish 
government may be diverted from its foreign con- 
cerns, and the arrival of a minister here be long de- 
layed. I am the more induced to suggest this 
course of proceeding, from a knowledge that, while 
we shall thereby make a just return to the powers 
whose good offices have been acknowledged, and 
increase, by a new and single proof of moderation, 
our claims on Spain, our attitude in regard to her 
will not be less favorable at the next session than it 
is at present. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, March 27, 1820. 

Extracts of a letter from Mr. Campbell to the secretary 
of state, dated St. Petersburg, 20/A October, fist 
JSTovember J 1819, containing details of a conversa- 
tion -with count Nesselrode. 

“Your despatch, No. 3, of June 3d, I had the ho- 
nor to receive a few days ago.” 

“After some general conversation, he* enquired, 
(as 1 presumed he would do, and waited for him to 
introduce the subject,) if I had any certain account 
of what Spain was doing, or had done, respecting 
the treaty lately concluded by her minister at 
Washington with our government. I had shortly 
before received from Mr. Gallatin a letter confirm- 
ing the account which had already reached me 
through the newspaper, that the king had refused 
to ratify the treaty until he should obtain some pre- 
vious explanations, relating, as Stated by Mr. Galla- 
tin, to two points: 1st, the declaration Mr. Forsyth 
was instructed, on cxchaging the ratifications, to- 
put in, that the grant to the duke d’Alagon for 
lands in the ceded territory, which, though intend- 
ed to be, w’as not by the terms of the treaty made 
null, should be considered as null; and, 2d, an en- 
gagement required by Spain, on the part of our go- 
vernment, not to recognize the independence of 
any of the Spanish colonies; and that, to demand 
these explanations, a minister extraordinary was to 
be sent to Washington, though Mr. Forsyth had of- 
fered, as instructed, to give full explanations on any 
point connected with the treaty. I therefore in- 
formed the count, I had received authentic inform 
mation, though not from my government, that the 
king had refused his assent to the treaty until he 
should obtain explanations on certain points, for 
which purpose, he proposed sending a minister 
extraordinary to Washington. I took this occa- 
sion to remark further, that, by official information? 
from my government, I felt myself authorised to 
state, that Mr. Onis, the Spanish minister, Was fully 
empowered to conclude the treaty, and might have 
yielded more than he did without exceeding his 
authority; and that the points on which it is now pro- 
posed to ask explanations had been fully discussed 
before the treaty was s gned, and their extent and 
meaning explicitly understood by both parties; of 
which the Spanish court was fully informed; and 
our minister there was instructed to give ample ex- 
planations, which he offered to do, on any points 
relating to the treaty that might be supposed to re- 
l quire them. I added; that the treaty was undoubt- 
I edly, under all circumstances, highly favorable to 


•Count Nesselrode. 


Digitized by 


Google 



NILES* REGISTER -APRIL 1, > 820— RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 85 


Spain, and that, I was satisfied, a strong desire on 
the part of my government to preserve peace alone 
induced them to agree to its provisions; that I pre- 
sumed he had been informed respecting the terms 
ef the treaty by Mr. Poletica, with whom I under- 
stood you had freely communicated on the subject. 
He said Mr. Poletica had advised him that the ex- 
planations received from you respecting it, the 
treaty, was by him considered favorable to Spain. 1 
then referred to the grant to the duke d’Alagon, 
briefly stated the nature of it, as made known to 
me, and observed, that, should the views of the 
king, as now avowed, in relation to it, supposing 
the principal point on which explanation wus re- 
quired be acquiesced ill, the chief object of enter- 
ing into the treaty would be thereby frustrated; 
that, by one of its provisions, the United States go- 
vernment agreed to pay, on account of Spain, to 
their own citizens, for spoliations committed by her 
subjects, or in her ports, contrary to treaty, five 
millions of dollars out of the proceeds of the sales 
if lands in the ceded territory; but, should - this 
grant, said to include a very large portion of those 
lands, be confirmed, the sum assigned for that pur- 
pose would* fail, and, of course, this provision of the 
treaty could not be complied with. 

He appeared to feel the full force of the remark, 
giving his assent to the conclusion drawn and pro- 
ceeded to observe, it was to be regretted that Spain 
did not understand her own interest better than 
she seemed to do; that it was difficult to conceive, 
in her present situation, what could indude her to 
lake the course she had done, refuse to ratify a 
treaty favorable to herself, and concluded by her mi- 
nister vested with full powers for the purpose. He 
then remarked on the great importance of preserv- 
ing peace, as far as practicable, among the civilized 
nations of the world, enquired what Spain could 
now do in regard to the business bv sending a mi- 
nister to Washington, and what course our govern- 
ment would be likely to adopt on the occasion. 

I replied, that, as to Spain, 1 could form no opi- 
nion of the motives by which she was governed. I 
did not perceive what she could do, unless she re- 
ceded from her objections to the treaty; and, as to 
my own government, though I was satisfied of its 
strong desire to preserve peace, I could not pre- 
tend to say what course it might conceive itself cal- 
led on to take on the present occasion, though 1 
presumed no decisive measures would be adopted 
to change essentially the relations between the two 
countries until congress should convene, early in 
December; and the course then pursued would 
probably depend upon what Spain should in the 
mean time do. 

He then enquired how soon I expected to hear 
from my government, after it had been advised of 
the refusal on the part of Spain to ratify the treaty; 
and, being told that I could not state the precise 
time, with any degree of certainty, but that it 
would undoubtedly be as soon as despatches could 
reach this from Washington, he expressed, with 
some earnestness, his wish that I should make 
known to him, at as early a day as might be conve- 
nient, such information us 1 might receive from my 
government on this subject.” 

Extract of a tetter from .Mr. Forsyth to the secretary of 
state , dated * Madrid , January 3, lHiU. 
few days after the date of mv last, number 10, 
I had a visit from the count Bulgary, the Russian 
charge* d’affaires; he came to see me in consequence 
erf a conversation he had just had with the duke of 
$an Fernando, respecting my official letter of the 


18th of October, and the subsequent correspon- 
dence in relation to it. He stated to me, that the 
duke regretted the necessity of sending back the 
letter, but that it was so harsh in its terms, he could 
not place it before the king; to this was added a 
great many assurances of personal kindness and 
guod wdl, not necessary to be repeated. I replied, 
that it was very mortifying to me, to be obliged to 
send the letter in the first instance, and not less so, 
to insist on its being received; that the duke had 
put it out of my power to act otherwise than I had 
done; but there was no difficulty in avoiding the 
unpleasant consequences likely to ensue. The 
duke had nothing to do but to give me such assur- 
ances in regard to the grants, as would render it 
superfluous for me to say any thing about them. 
His answer was at once curious and dissatisfactory. 
He said that the duke could not give me any assur- 
ances, such was the predominating influence of the 
grantees with the king. He was sincerely dispos- 
ed to settle all the differences with the United 
States, and hoped, in a short time, to have power to 
effect it; had authorised count Bulgary to say to the 
Russian government, that general Vives was going 
immediately to the United States, and would have 
competent powers; and that every thing would be 
amicably arranged — 1 made the Russian charge 
d’affaires sensible that one part' of this statement 
contradicted the other. General Vives could not 
receive powers competent to the purpose of ami- 
cable settlement, if the secretary of state’s des- 
patch was unable, from the influence of the gran- 
tees, to say any thing about the large donations. 
This was a subjeet upon which the American go- 
vernment would listen to no terms; and friendly ar- 
rangement was out ofthe question, general Vives's 
visit to the United States useless, unless the Spanish 
government was prepared to abandon their preten- 
sions in favor ofthe grantees. On the subject of 
the mission of general Vives, 1 desired the count to 
remind the duke, that I knew nothing of it. The' 
general and loose declarations made months before, 
that the king would authorise some person to ask 
explanations at Washington, was all that the Spa- 
nish government had chosen to communicate to me. 
The count assured me ofthe personal anxiety ofthe 
ministerto arrange every thing satisfactory between 
the two countries; that his hopes were strong of 
being able to effect it; that this business of the re- 
turned note was embarrassing, and if 1 went away 
in consequence of its not being received, that, what 
he believed to be the wish of the United States and 
of his government, and almost all other powers, 
might be frustrated. Matters were in a bad state 
at present, and this would make them worse. To 
this, I answered, in general terms, that matters 
must become worse, before they became better; 
that the government of the United States had eve-* 
ry disposition to be friendly with Spain, and had 
evinced it in a variety of modes: for myself, J had, 
personally, every wish to be the instrument of pro- 
moting good will between the two nations. He 
said this government had a different impression. 1 
was very sorry for it; unfortunately the conduct of 
the Spanish government had compelled me to speak 
with a plainness and openness which were dis- 
agreeble, as they were not accustomed to it. In 
the course of a long conversation, it occurred to 
me, that this dispute about the note might be made 
useful, as I found the Spanish government anxious 
to avoid receiving it, and, contrary to my expecta- 
tion, desirous that 1 should remain here. I believ„ 
ed it practicable to accelerate their movements in 
our affairs without yielding the point m dispute. 
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With this belief, 1 stated to count Bulgary, that, if 
the duke of San Fernando would officially say to 
we, at once, that general Vives was going immedi- 
ately to the United States, with ample authority to 
arrange the business of the convention, and that it 
was the particular wish of his majesty’s government, 
that the letter of the 18th should be withheld and 
that all matters relating to the convention, should be 
discussed in Washington, notwithstanding I had 
positive instructions to remonstrate on the subject 
of the grants, and the conduct of Spain in relation 
to them, 1 would take the responsibility of retaining 
the obnoxious paper in my hands, until compelled 
by events to deliver it, or until I receive further^- 
vices from the president. 

The duke must understand, that this was done 
with a perfect understanding that I insisted upon 
the right of returning the paper, and should exer- 
cise that right, whenever 1 deemed it necessary. 
The count left me with the’expcctation of making 
this arrangement. A few days afterwards we had 
another interview? be told me that the duke would 
write, to tell me of the appointment of gen. Vives, 
and of the intention of sending him immediately to 
Washington? that he could have full powers, 8cc.; 
but that the duke thought he could not advert par- 
ticularly to the remonstrance, or the correspon- 
dence in relation to it, without commenting upon 
it, and this he desired to avoid; I answered, that 1 
could not tell how I should act until I saw the duke’s 
^tote? if I found in it a sufficient justification for de- 
taining the remonstrance, I would do so, and would 
look at it, with a view to find that justification. The 
duke knew from me, that 1 was instructed to re- 
monstrate earnestly on the subject of the grants, 
and might judge from my manner of performing the 
duty, of the sentiments of the American govern- 
ment. A week elapsed after this last conversation 
without my hearing from the secretary of state. I 
called on the Russian charge d’affaires to say. that 
I was surprised at this delay, and that I should cer- 
tainly return the remonstrance, if I did not hear 
from the duke in a few days. He saw the secreta- 
ry of state in consequence of this visit, who assur- 
ed him, that his personal indisposition had prevent- 
ed him from sending me the intended note. On 
the 1 8th December, I received the duke's note, a 
copy of which is enclosed, marked No. 1? you will 
see that it is not what I had reason to expect. He 
does not request a suspension of any correspon- 
dence, or say that it is the wish of the Spanish go- 
vernment that every tiling should be left to the ne- 
gociation of gen. Vives. He merely states, that, in 
his view, to continue discussion here would be su- 
perfluous, and lijcely to embarrass the negociation. 
Ferhaps, considering their peculiar mode of doing 
business, 1 had no right to calculate upon any thing 
more. 

Nevertheless, I am not at all satisfied with it, and 
/ had I consulted my own inclination only, I should 
immediately have sent back the note of the 18th 
October, with the translation. What has occasioned 
me to delay and deliberate, and still keeps me un- 
certain how to act, is the apprehension that my 
judgment of what is proper might be involuntarily 
influenced by my own wishes. I need not conceal 
from you, that my situation here is unpleasant, and 
that 1 find no sufficient consolation for my personal 
mortification in the consciousness of being useful 
to the United States, feeling as I do, that I am al. 
most, if not altogether, useless. The very awkward 
6tate of my private affairs in Georgia, in conse- 
quence of my unlooked for detention here, increa- 
ses my anxiety to leave Spain. What I fear, and I 


hope it is not an unworthy apprehension, is, that 
these circumstances may unconsciously induce me 
to believe, t.iat the more energetic course is the 
best. What 1 have at last resolved upon is, to de- 
lay my answer until 1 see the president’s message. 
It will then be sent before gen. Vives leaves Europe. 
He is still in Madrid, goes in a coach and colleras to 
Bayonne, a journey of 12 or 15 days? thence to Pa- 
ris, from Paris to England, and from England to the 
United States. Uk rapid journey to Washington, 
will probably be finished in May. My answer will 
be regulated by the advices 1 hope soon to receive 
from Washington. 1 shall certainly not go further, 
in any event, than to say, that I shall retain the let- 
ter of the 18th October for a short time, under the 
hopes that his majesty will render it unnecessary to 
make any remonstrance on the subject of it. 

»■— 

The duke of San Fernando & Quiroga to Mr. Forty th* 
[translation.] 

To the minister of the United States: 

Sm: Inconsequence of the decision of the king, 
my master, and in conformity with the communica- 
tions which my predecessor and I have had the ho- 
nor to make to you, the moment has arrived when 
the person of whom his majesty had made choice, 
is about to proceed to America, for the purpose of 
asking of your government the explanations which 
his majesty has judged to be indispensable, previ- 
ous to the ratification, by his majesty, of the treaty 
concluded and signed by Don Luis de Onis. 

The plenipotentiary appointed is the Marecb&l 
de Camp don Francisco Dionisio Vives? a distin- 
guished person, in whom the king, my master, has 
the fullest confidence, and to whom he has given 
the most ample powers to settle all the difficulties 
he so earnestly wishes to see removed, and succeed- 
ed by the establishment, on a solid basis, of that 
harmony between hpain and the United States to 
which their mutual interests so strongly invite them. 

As Don Francisco D. Vives will set out immedi- 
ately on his journey, and proceed expeditiously, I 
consider the measure now communicated to you*and 
which you w ill be pleased to make known to your 
government, as dispensing with any farther discus- 
sion here of the points which form the object of the 
above-named gentlemen’s present mission, as a con- 
tinuance of it would only tend to embarrass the 
course of the direct negociation about to be estab- 
lished. 

1 renew to you, sir, the assurances of my distin- 
guished respect, and I pray God to preserve you 
many years. 

The Duke of SAN FERNANDO & QUIROGA; 
Palace, 16th December, 1819. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Gallatin to the tecretary 
of state, dated Parit , January 22, 1820. 

“According to some accounts the intended minis- 
ter to the United States left Madrid on the 9th. 
The Britsh ambassador here told me that he was 
still there on the 11th.” 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Everett , charge d'affaires 

at the Hague, to the tecretary of tiate , dated Hague, 

January 2.5, 1820. 

«I stated in a late letter, upon the authority of 
the Spanish charge d'affaires here, that Mr. Onis's 
successor, general Vives, was at Paris, on his way to 
America. It appears, however, that he has not yet 
left Madrid,” 

TRANSLATION. 

Extract of a despatch from count Nettelivde , to Mr. 

Poletica, mini tier of II. /. M. the emperor of Rnstia , 
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in the United States, dated 2 7th JVor f9th Dec . J 

18t9. 

“You have doubtless been able to obtain informa- 
tion bow far the president’s last instructions to Vr. 
Forsyth were positive. The emperor will not take 
it upon him to jutify Spain, but he chargvs you to 
.plead, with the government at Washington, the 
cause of peace and concord. That government is 
too enlightened to take hasty steps, and its rights 
Appear to be too soli ; , not to be weakened by a 
violent course of pr»ceeding; and on the other 
''hand, such is the character of the considerations 
which command the ratification, by Spain, of the 
arrangement relative to the Florida®, that it is to be 
hoped, she will, at length, yield to the force of evi- 
dence. The United States will then have added 
to the reputation of an able, that of a moderate, poli- 
cy, and will gather, with security, the fruits of their 
wisdom. His imperial majesty, therefore, wishes 
that if there be yet time, you would engage the 
government at Washington to give to the Spanish 
ministry a proof of patience, which its circumstan- 
ces might indeed seem to suggest. Neverthlcss, 
the emperor does not interpose in this discussion. 
He makes, above all, no pretension to exercise an 
influence in the councils of a foreign power. He 
merely expresses a wish, dictated by his concern 
for the general welfare, and worthy of the generous 
good faith which characterizes the government of | 
(he United States.” | 


The late fire at Savannah. ) 

The liberal efforts of the citizens of the United 
States to re ieve the sufferers by the late dreadful 
fire at Savannah, may well be referred to in honor 
of the American character* and we hope to see a 
complete list of the donations published; though 
the amount will not, probably, cover one twentieth 
part of the loss sustained. 

In general we avoid every thing that can give a 
local character to the Register, but the following 
correspondence is of such a nature that we feel jus- 
tified in affording it a place -it is equally honora- 
ble to either of the parties engaged in it. 

CiTr or Baltimore, 15th Feb. 1820. 

Sir — I have the honor to enclose a copy of the 
proceedings of the city council and people of Bal- 
timore, in consequence of the late awful calamity 
which befel the city of Savannah, together w ith the 
proceeds of the means adopted, amounting to the 
sum of 5232 dollars and 46 cents — 1 would respect- ! 
fully beg leave to call your att» ntion to the history 
of these things, and the circumstances in which the 
local authorities and the individuals of Baltimore 
have been placed. The city council, warmly sym- 
pathising with you in your misfortune, officially re- 
quested that a meeting of the people might be cal 
led to devise ways and means to contribute our 
mite to alleviate the distress of Savannah, occasion- 
ed by the late dreadful conflagration. This meet- 
ing, at which I had the honor to preside as chair- 
man, was very numerous and respectable — feeling 
hearts abounded — and it appeared to me that if the 
ability of our citizens had been equal to tkeir wish- 
es, that they would of themselves have restored 
your city. A committee of five gentlemen of the 
most active and zealous, was ap painted to wait up- 
on the city council and request that the city, in its 
corporate capacity, would appropriate ten thousand 
dollars to your relief*; as also a committee of four 
from each ward to solicit private donations in their 
respective wards. 

The committee appeared before both branches 


of the council; was received in the most respectful 
manner, and the subject of their pvoposal taken 
into immediate consideration; and the opinion of 
the council was, that they possessed no authority 
or power to appropriate the money as requ sted.— 
The means of relief of course rested qponthe ward 
committees, who have collected and paid over the 
sum transmitted. 

I can assure yeu, sir, the will of the people of 
Baltimore is, that you should have received from 
us many times the amount of the sum now sent; 
but we have been severely affected in the means 
to furnish it, by commercial embarrassments, com- 
mon to all our cities, and by the prevalence of a 
deadly and malignant disease last autumn, which 
drew heavily on the disposition of the liberal and 
charitable at the time; and has since encumbered, 
us as a necessary consequence, with an unusual 
number of persons demanding relief and support pf 
the benevolent; they having been by the fever de- 
prived of the accustomed means of providing for the 
winter,* I can only add that what has been done 
was done with willing hearts and in the true spirit 
ofbrotherly love, which we hope will be received 
as an evidence of our disposition to relieve distress. 
Beseeching you to tender to the afflicted people of 
Savannah the best wishes and hearty condolence of 
the people of Baltimore, with which I most cordial- 
ly unite, and feel great pleasure in being the agfut 
on tills occasion. 

Most respectfully, I have the honor to remain, 
your obedient servant, 

EDWARD JOHNSON, 
Mayor of Baltimore. 

Thos. U. P, Charlton, Esq. mayor of Savannah . 

Citt or Savannah, 

Police office — February 2 5th, 1820. 

Sir — I have the honor, and I may with great sin- 
cerity add, the happiness, of acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 15th Feb. enclosing a 
check on the branch bank of the United S* ates for 
Jive thousand tao hundred and thirty tvro dollars, the 
munificent contribution of our brethern of Balti- 
more, for the relief of the distressed people of this 
city. 

The kind and affectionate manner used by you, 
sir, in conveying to me this donation, evinces a 
goodness of heart, and indeed a sympathy for the 
sufferers, that have obtained for you the private es- 
teem and friendship of us all. Considering the cir- 
cumstances under which our fellow citizens of Bal- 
timore have been placed, their contribution exhi- 
bits a feeling of generosity, which might havebeou 
expected from the character they have always sus- 
tained — you have said, sir, it appeared to you, if the 
ability of your fellow citizens had been equal to 
their wishes, they would of themselves have restor- 
ed our city. 

This American-like sensibility is of itself a con- 
tribution worth a million — it brings its as country- 
men and patriots closer together — it places Balti- 
more and Savannah almost in contact: prepared on 
every occasion to tender each to the other, the aid 
and salutations of friends and brethren. 

In return for the good wishes and condolence of 

* The mayor might have added that, at the time 
of raising the money for Savannah, we were called 
upon to relieve about 2()0 persons, chiefly women 
aad children, thrown destitute upon ns by the con- 
flagration of the Patapsco cotton factory, at which 
they had been employed; and that a handsome sum 
was raised for their relief. Ed. Reu. 
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the • o le of Baltimore, tender to them the grate - 1 aggressions of tyranny, is an impiety, madness and 
ful t » jl ,ks of our inhabitants, and accept for your- folly, without the apology of any reason, or any 
•eh assurance ofmy higu respect and consideration, motiv e. It is a moral intdady for which there can 
THU. U. P. CHARLTON. be no remedy - an infatuation, no analysis of the 
Mayor of Savannah, mind can explain.” 


Jfon. Btlwprd Johnson , Mayor of Baltimore . 

wlule on this subject it may be well to note 
the following. At the meeting oft lie general com- 
mitt e of New York tq forward the money collect 
ed for the relief of the sufferers at Savannah, the 
following resolution was adopted — 

“ Resolved, That it is the wish of the general com- 
mittee that the money and goods to be remitted to 
Savannah be applied exclusively to the relief of all 
' indigent persons, without iHstinction of color , who 
are dependent on their own industry for support, 
and who have been Sufferers by the late fire at that 

place. . 

The mayor of New York, m forwarding the mo- 
ney, sent also a copy of the resolutions — on which 
the following proceedings took place. 

jn council, Savannah , Belt. 28, 1820. 

The mayor having laid before the board the let- 
ter from the mayor of N$w York, enclosing the 
sum of ten thousand two hundred and thirty-eight 
dollars and twenty -nine cents, as the amount of the 
contributions pf the citizens of that city, for the suf- 
ferers by the late fire-, and also stating that certain 
goods were shipped for the use of the poor. And 
this collection appearing to be subject to condi- 
tions, in the mode and manner of its distribution, 
not annexed to any similar donation, and casting a 
suspicion on the views and objects of those appoint- 
ed tq distribute the charity fund, 

On motion of alderman Harris, seconded by aider- 
man Bonrke, 

Unanimously resolved. That the mayor of this city 
do thank the mayor of New York for his polite let- 
ter, and that he do return the money now received, 
and the goods, when tendered to him— -council 
feeling it a unty they owe this city, to decline the 
acceptance of this money, or the goods. 

Extract from the minutes: M. MY'ERS, C. C. 

The mavor of the city of Savannah has accord- 
ingly returned the money to the mayor of the city 
of New York, accompanied by a letter explaining 
the reasons for declining to accept the donation, 
the nature of which the following extracts will 
shew: 

*« he donations of our fellow citizens of New 
York places ou* distressed people in the humble 
condition of paupers It restrains, loo, our respect- 
able and intelligent committee in the exercise of a 
discretion, of which they ought not, and cannot be 
divested; and in the language of the resolution ad- 
verted to by you, is calculated aho to awaken and 
put forth impressions not only dangerous to the 
tranquilitv of this section of the United States, but, 
in reference to the humanity of our citizens, grossly 
injur ’ oms and palpably incorrect. It is, in short, 
throwing among us the fire-brand of discord, and, 
if persevered in, will shake to the foundation the 
beau. itul fabric of our liberty, .and place in jeopardy 
the federal unity of our now glorious republic. 

tt'Fi a it or s ami demagogues, who seek only their 
own aggrandizement, may be permitted to smile 
amidst the havoc their unprincipled ambition may 
create; but that a time hearted American, devoted as 
lie ought to he, to the happiness and best interests 
<,f his country, should, under any metaphysical ab- 
stract notion of human rights, place in danger the j 
onion of ftvse states, offering as they do the last and 
only rampart upon earth against ^the inroads and] 


The following letter was, at about the same time, 
published in the Savannah papers, and was con- 
sidered as an evidence of the “temper and tone 
of the northern section of the country towards 
the people of the south.” 

Office of the American fire insurance company , Phila- 
delphia, Feb. 17, 1820. 

Sm — I have received your letter of the 7th in- 
stant, respecting the insurance on your house and 
furniture, in Savannah. In answer thereto, I am to 
inform you, that this company, for the present, de* 
dine making insurances in any ofthe slave states. 
With respect, sir, 1 am your obedient servant, 
EDWARD FOX. 

, esq. Savannah. 

OC/Tn consequence ofthe letter of the mayor of 
Savannah to the mayor of New York, it is stated 
that the people of Newark, N. J. who had collected 
about glOOO for the relief ofthe people of the 
former, have resolved to return to the contributors, 
respectively, the sums which they have paid, 
(f^Onthe 13th inst.a resolution was offered in 
the legislature of Pennsylvania, to repeal the late 
law granting 10,000 dollars to the Savannah suffer- 
ers. The ground of the resolution, as stated in its 
preamble, is, that **it is evident, by the late pro- 
ceedings of the mayor and common council of the 
city of Savannah, in refusing the proffered donation 
of a sister state in money and other property to the 
amount of 12000 dollars, and directing the same to 
be returned, that their sufferings cannot be so ex- 
treme as to justify the remitting of the sum direct- 
ed to be given by the above recited act.”— The re- 
solution was rejected by a vote of 49 to 38. 

RLPLY OF THE MAYOR OF HEW YORK. 

New York, 12 th March, 1820. 
Sir— It is incumbent on me to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, with an 
extract from the minutes of the proceedings ef the 
council of Savannah, and the return of the contribu- 
tions of this city, remitted to you for the relief of 
the sufferers by the late fire at Savannah. 

It is ndt with less surprise than regret, that it as 
found that the wish expressed in the resolution I 
transmitted to you, has excited feelings so opposite 
to those which were anticipated. I think it my du- 
ty to mention to fou some facts which I trust will 
satisfy every one that bad motives have been most 
unjustly imputed to those concerned in this trans- 
action on our part. 

Immediately previous to the receipt of the cir- 
cular ofthe mayor of Savannah ofthe 13th of Jan. 
last, the citizens of New York had contributed se- 
veral thousand dollars for the relief of the sufferers 
by an extensive conflagration in the city 6f Sche- 
nectady. While the collections were making for 
the benefit of Savannah, a report was spread, and 
was at that time believed, though now ascertained 
to have been unfounded, that the money intended 
for the needy sufferers of Schenectady had been 
distributed among all who had properly consumed 
by the fire in proportion to their respective losses. 

It was readily perceived ’hat a distribution on this 
principle might give the rich much and the poor 
little. It was also observed by many that the circu- 
lar of the mayor of Savannah of the 13th of January, 
seemed intended, by an eloquent display ofthe 
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former advantages and splendor of the city, to ask 
aid for its restoration, rather than to awaken our 
sympathies for the distress of those who must have 

been left destitute by the late calamity. It must 

also be remarked, that certain resolutions, of the 
27th January, of the committee of Savannah, had 
reached us, and their invitation t*> lot-holders who 
'were in want of small sums to build, to call on the 
committee for aid, induced a very general appre- 
hension that the distribution would be made in Sa- 
vannah on the principle which it was supposed had 
been adopted in Schenectady. I be disposition ex- 
cited by these circumstances was so unfavorable to 
the collections, that many of the collectors gave as- 
surances to doners, that they would endeavor to in- 
duce the committee to take measures which might 
prevent the donations from being disposed of con- 
trary to the wish of the contributor's. When the 
committee met, the resolution which has been the 
subject of such severe animadversion, was proposed 
snd unanimously passed without much reflection or 
consideration. 

I must beg you to observe, that the resolution 
imposes no restriction or condition. The agents of 
the doners, io conformity with >vhat they believed 
to be the desire of their constituents, merely pre- 
sumed to express a wish as to the application of 
. their donations. 

This, sir, is the origin of the resolution which 
}rasso unexpectedly given offence. I can assure 
you it was not dictated by any spirit “imbibed anti 
caught from higher authority.” And I am very 
certain, that there is not a man that voiecl for it, 
Tvho will not be astonished to find, by doing so, he 
lias subjected himselt to the charges of insulting 
the committee of Savannah and its citizens, of 
throwing a firebrand among them, and of being a 
traitorand demagogue, disposed to smile amidst ha- 
voc created by unprincipled ambition. 

I do persuade myself, sir, that if, after due consi- 
deration and explanations, your fellow citizens 
should understand your letter to me, and perceive 
the injurious imputations it conveys, they will 
think there is a severity in its language which even 
sis eloquence cannot excuse, 

1 have called together the committee of which I 
was the agent in making the remittances to you. 

3 sincerely hope they will adopt measures which 
jnay allay every feeling inconsistent with those sen- 
timents which all Americans should cherish to- 
wards each other. 

Please to receive assurances of the respect with 
which 1 have the honor to be, your obedient humble 
servant, 

CADWALLADER D. COLDEN. 

The honorable Thomas U. P . Charlton , 

Mayor of Savannah. 

Now, really, it appears to me, as a disinterested 
person, that this affair between New York and Sa- 
vannah has taken an unjustifiable turn I was one 
of the committee appointed at a public meeting of 
the citizens of Baltimore to wait upon the mayor 
and city councils, and request a donation of $10,000 
iromthe funds of the city, for the relief of the people 
of Savannah. If we had obtained it, it is not at all pro- 
bable that any direction as its distribution would 
have * een thought of by either of us, — but l am 
certain, that if a recommendation, such as that sug- 
gested by the general committee at New York, had 
been proposed, it would not have occurred to me 
as deserving such a return as has been made to it 
and assuredly, I could not have supposed that it 
had anything to do with “traitors and demagogues” 


or a « dissolution cf the union/” Public feeling must 
have been exceedingly stirred up at Savannah, by 
the Missouri question, to have caused such a warmth 
of proceeding. It would have been amply sufficient 
to have returned the money, on the ground that the 
condition of its gift cast the shade of a suspicion on 
the discretion and impartiality of those whose busi- 
ness it was to distribute it at Savannah; which there 
is no reason to believe that they merited. 

The letter from Mr. Fox, an officer of a fire in- 
surance company at Philadelphia, is very impru- 
dently worded, to say the least of it — yet the proba- 
bility is, that nothing more was meant than to ex- 
press the determination of the company to refrain 
from insurances, on account of the greater dangefr 
of loss in the “slave states,” as they are roughly 
called.* Certainly, they have comparatively suffer- 
ed much more by conflagration than the other states 
— in part, perhaps, from the general construction 
of their build, ngs, but more from the want of proper 
apparatus and free labor to extinguish fires. Mary- 
land is a slave holding state, — yet 1 venture to say 
that Mr. Fox would gladly insure houses in Balti- 
more,— where, such is the perfection of our engine 
and hose companies, so great the abundance of vo- 
luntary laborers, and so large a supply of water, 
that, for many years past, with two or three excep- 
tions, on account of gales of wind, our fires have 
been confined tothehousesin which they nearly ori- 
ginated; and these, even if built of wood, were seldom 
burnt down, unless located at a distance from the 
mass of the population. But we have companies 
of our own, able and willing to insure more houses 
than are offered to them, and Savannah should have 
them also for herself. 


Capt. Downes and lord Cochrane. 

The folio ing correspondence took place between 
Capt. I ownes, of the United States frigate Ma- 
cedonia’., nowin the South seas, and lord Coch- 
rane, • ommander of the Chilian fleet; 

Chilian States* frigate O' Higgins, 
Employed in the blockade of th* port* of Peru, Nov. 9, 1819- 
Sill: [ beg leave to enclose you some extracts 
from the Law of Nations, yhich guides my proceed- 
ings. I submit them to your inspection on our 
first meet ng, it being my sincere desire to avoid, 
as far as isc^sistenl with my du‘y, any altercation 
or misunderstanding between the states of North 
and South America, whose interests and feeling 
ought to be the same. 

1 shall esteem myself honored by any observations 
you may judge proper to favor me with in order 
that, so far as is consistent with the rights , of the 
independe nt state of Chili, your wishes may be 
complied with. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, COCHRANE. 
Captain Downes, 

U. S. frig ate Macedonian. 

[exthicts.! 

I call those neutrals, who do not, by treaty, owe 
any thing to either party; for if they do, they are 
federates, or confederates, and not simply friends.— 
Bynkershocb. 

A nation, that, without any other motive than th e 
prospect of gain, is employed in strengthening my 

•The repeated attempts to fire Petersburg, in 
Virginia, may h:ive contributed to the resolution of 
this company. Wc cannot suppose that a monied 
corporation, in a case like this, was operated upon 
by political views. 
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enemy, without regarding how far I may suffer, is 
certainly far from being my friend, and gives me a 
tight to consider it as my enemy, and treat it as the 
associate of such enemy. — Vattel. 

No one doubts tliat enemy's property, found in 
the ships of friends, may be taken and seized, be- 
cause one enemy's power over the property of 
another, his enemy, wherever he finds it, is uncon- 
trolled. 

The effects belonging to an enemy, found on 
board a neutral ship, are seizable, by the rights of 
war — Vattel . 

Enemy's goods, found on board of the ships of 
Friends, if there put by the consent of their owners, 
may make the ship lawful prize.— Burlamaque. 

All commerce is entirely prohibited with a be- 
sieged town; and if I lay siege to a place, or only 
form the blockade, I have a right to hinder any one 
from entering, and to treat as an enemy, whoever 
attempts to enter, or to carry any thing to the be- 
sieged.— Vattel, 


U. S. frigate Macedonian, 
Callao bay Jfov 9th 1919* 

My Lord.— I have had the honor to receive your 
lordship’s communication of yesterday, enclosing 
some extracts from the Law of Nations. I feel, 
with yourself, a sincere desire to avoid any alterca- 
tion or misunderstanding that may involve the states 
of Chili and North America in difficulties. Your 
lordship appears desirous that T should make some 
observations upon the extracts which you were 
pleased to send me. I have only to remark, that 1 
have received no instructions from my government, 
tn.it will enable me to give an opinion as to your 
lordship’s proceedings. I, however, have taken the 
liberty to enclose a few extracts from the opinions 
of sir William Scott. . 

1 have the honor to be, your lordship’s most obe- 
dient servant, JNO. DOWNES. 

To the right hon. lord Cochrane , 

admiral and commander in chief 
of the Chilian naval force, Uc. 

Extracts from the Opinions of sir William Scott: 

Tribunals of justice have uniformly required it 
to be established, by clear and unequivocal evi- 
dence, that the party proceeded against, has had 
due notice of the existence of an actual blockade. 

Secondly. It is not the accidental absence of the 
blockading force that will be sufficient to remove 
the blockade. But, if the relaxation happen, not 
by such accident, but by the remissness of the 
cruisers stationed to maintain the blockade, then it 
is impossible for a court of justice to say that the 
blockade is actually existing. 

Thirdly. The very notion of a complete block- 
ade includes, that the besieging force can apply its 
power to every point of the blockaded state. If it 
cannot, there is no blockade. 

Fourthly. It is at all times most desirable that 
the blockade should be declared in a public and 
distinct manner, instead of being left to creep out, 
from the consequences produced by it. 

Extract of a lelier from a gentleman on board the 
frigate Macedonian, dated • 

Panama, Jan. 8. 

«We are last from Lima, which place 1 am much 
pleased with. The city is situated near the foot 
of a range of mountains on a very extensive plain, 
in a good state of cultivation, about six miles from 
Callao, the port of entry; it contains about sixty 
thousand inhabitants, who are generally wealthy, 


hospitable, and disposed to cultivate the acquain- 
tance of strangers particularly our countrymen, who 
are much more popular than any other foreigners. 

“The viceroy behaved in a very friendly manner, 
and appeared highly gratified to see us in his port. 
The morning captain Downes called on him, he 
was received with a great deal of distinction, and 
pressed to remain ana take a family dinner with him 
— a friendly deviation from the usual etiquette, ne- 
ver known here before, f he viceroy entertained 
captaiu D. in state afterwards. At the request of 
capt. D. he gave up two American prisoners, cap- 
tured in a Chilian privateer, Mr. Bond of Baltimore, 
and Mr. Bradshaw of Philadelphia; and he also pro- 
mised, provided he would again return to his poll, 
to deliver the rest, captured under similar circum* 
stances. 

“We have at last fallen in with lord Cochrane, arid 
I assure you he was exceedingly polite, although ho 
had threatened to sink our ship, if we attempted to 
enter the port of Callao, while liis squadron was off 
there. To let him see that we apprehended no 
danger from his threat, we hove to, and allowed him 
to board us, although we might have run in and 
avoided him. t he boarding officer came with his 
lordship's compliments, and requested to know hoar 
long we were from Valparaiso, and if any newt* 
the captain informed him, and at the same time de- 
sired him to say to lord Cochrane, if he had any 
further communication to make, he wished him to 
do it as soon as possible, as be was anxions to get 
to his anchorage before night. As soon as the boat 
returned, he ran up alongside of us, hailed, and 
hoped that captain D. was very well; the same ci- 
vility was returned. He then made some compli- 
mentary remarks on our passage, which had beeh 
very short, wished us safe to our anchorage, and 
sheered off his course. Since which time we have 
had no communication with him: having raised the 
blockade a few days after our arrival, he went down 
the coast plundering, as usual. The officers aitd 
crew of the Macedonian, were all at quarters, 
matches lighted and every thing ready for action, 
as it was the determination of captain Downes to 
have fought liis way, provided his ship would float 
in. Every officer and man on board felt exaspe- 
rated at his threat to exclude us from the port, 
when the English men of war were permitted to 
enter and depart, without molestation — we had a 
right to the same advantage, and were determined 
to possess it, “peaceably if we could, but forcibly 
if we must.” His lordship has not accomplished 
his obiects at Callao, nor will he ever, in my opi- 
nion, the place is much more strongly fortified than 
I had any idea of, from the representation 1 had of 
it. . The people appear satisfied under the present 
government, and completely disgusted with that 
of the Chilian, in consequence of the number of 
outrageous depredations lord Cochrane has com- 
mitted with his squadron on their defenceless towns 
along the coast. 

“All military operations in Chili, at present, are at 
a stand, and the only object in view, was their naval 
expedition, in the success of which they will be sad- 
ly disappointed, as they have not the meuns again to 
equip the squadron, which they could not have 
fittted out, had not the English merchants contri- 
buted so largely towards it. 

“The rapid movements of general Bolivar have 
caused great alarm in Peru. Quito, one of the 
principal towns in Upper Peru, was expected to fall 
daily, when he will make a rapid descent on Guaya- 
quil, the key to Lower Peru — where he will meet 
with but little opposition, nor any of consequence, 
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*ntil he arrive# in the neighborhood of Lima; they 
may be obstinate for a little time, but they must 
eventually fall. 

“ fhis place is small, but the most cleanly that 1 
have ssen on the coast. The people resemble the 
Europeans in manner and dress. Captain Downes 
gave a ball on board, on new year’s night, when we 
had a very fair opportunity of judging of the beauty 
of the place, and 1 assure you, it is not inconsidera- 
ble; the ladies are very gay, and disposed to be very 
sociable. This is the pleasant season here, and there 
are balls every night. The Macedonian will leave 
this in a few days for 9t. Blass, and probably touch 
at Acapulco on her way; after transacting the neces- 
sary public business, go to Valparaiso to refit for 
our return home.” - Guz . 


Foreign Articles. 

FRANCE. 

It is Stated that four of ine ministry have been 
^imprisoned, as. accessary to the assassination of the 
duke of Berri. 

Paris paper? of the 19th of Feb. are received— In 
addition to the new project of an election law, the 
king has proposed one to permit the arrest of any 
person, by a writ signed by three ministers, (in 
substance similar to the old lettrcs de cachet ), of any 
individual accused of plots or conspiracies against 
the king, the rest of the royal family, or the safety 
of the state. It, however, provides for his speedy 
examination. He has also proposed a law which, if 
passed, will entirely destroy the freedom of the 
press. It was thought that these projects would 
be rejected. 

SPAIN’. 

On the 16th of Feb. intelligence was received at 
Gibraltar, that the revolutionists were in possession 
of Algesirasand St. Roque and were advancing on 
Malaga. Their army amounted to 21,000 men, 
well disciplined, and who conducted themselves 
with great- moderation, injuring no one in person 
or property. They were welcomed every where 
witn acclamations, and gathering strength every 
moment. The royal troops were joining them. 
They possess all the strongholds round Cadiz, and 
it was thought supplies of money, with an abundance I 
of munitions and provisions. Several vessels of | 
War bad fallen into their hands at Carracas. They 
had released a number of persons who were im- 
prisoned. The revolutionary spirit seems to be general 
through Spain. Some of the king’s money had been 
captured by the patriots at Algesiras, It is said 
that they have entered Malaga without opposition, 

The following is a handsome specimen of the Spa 
nish stile — 

Letter addressed by his majesty, to the most noble, 
most high, and most heroic city of Cadiz. 

The fresh public testimonies of attachment and 
fidelity to my royal person, which have just been 
evinced to me by the inhabitants of my good city of 
Cadiz, have excited in my paternal heart, the neces- 
sity of manifesting to them how much lam satisfied 
with their loyal sentiments. He who loves you 
as a father, and who is also your king, will always 
be happy in causing his satisfaction to be made 
known to you. 

[Signed] FERDINAND. 

Madrid, 22d Jan. 1820. 

To my dearly beloved city of Cadiz. _ 

Later. As late as the 17th of Feb. Cadiz was not 
possessed by the patriots — among them is said to 
be a number of the nobility and priestsr 


We have a series of proclamations issued by Qtti- 
t'oga, as “chief and organ” of the patriot army. 
Thty are well written, full of spirit, and manifest & 
settled plan of operations. A complete revolution is 
aimetl at — and the full belief is, that the constitution 
vnll be established. 

(£3*1 wo government vessels have arrived at Gib- 
raltar, from Malaga, with a number of public cha- 
racters on board, flying from the patriots. The 
division of their army, under Riego, was received 
with open arms, after a slight skirmish with the fa- 
mous, or infamous, O'Donnel, and another with the 
governor of Malaga, in both of which the royal 
troops fled in every direction. 

BOOTS AMERICA. 

The city of St. Juan de Pastos, only 140 miles 
north east of Quito, was in the possession of the 
Columbian republic . It was believed that the whole 
province of Quito would soon be with the patriots. 

The government of the united provinces of Ven- 
ezuela and New Granada, appears to be well estab- 
lished, and all things seem to be going on prosper- 
ously. Agents were immediately to be sent to the 
United States and Europe, M. 'Forres is the regu- 
lar minister to the latter; but Dr. Zea and M. Sala- 
zar, both of distinguished talents, are daily expect- 
to arrive in the former. 

A letter from Buenos Ayres, dated 4th of Jan. 
says— «A Chili mail is just arrived, which brings the 
pleasing news of Lord Cochrane's having destroyed 
the three Spanish ships of \ war -which proceeded in May 
for Lima. Enclosed you have the Gazette account 
of the first essay, which proved so unfortunate— 
and I am sorry to inform you, that in an action, be- 
tween the vessels of this government and those of 
the Monteneros and Artigas, your friend Don An- 
gel Hubac had both his limbs shot away, and has 
since died. The action was severe on both sides — 
it took place off San Nicholas. 

The British Admiral, sir Thomas Hardy , is now 
here with a squadron of ten ships — viz. 2 of the line, 
6 frigates and 2 sloops. What it all means, God 
knows. The 74’s arc at Montevideo. 

(£/* Another account says that Hardy’s squadron, 
consits of thirty four vessels, all told. 

CONGRESS. 

IN THE SENATE. 

March 24. — The senate met to-day, but did rot 
sit lonp. One or two reports were received from 
committees, and, at an early hour, (for the purpose, 
no doubt, of allowing the members an opportunity 
of attending the funeral of commodore Decatur, 
though nothing was said on the subject,) 

The senate adjourned. 

March 27. The senate were occupied to day al- 
most exclusively in the consideration of the bank- 
rupt bill. After adopting some amendments in ad- 
dition to those heretofore noticed, the bill was re- 
ported, and all the amendments agreed to in com- 
mittee were concurred in by the senate. [Having 
got through the details of the bill, its fate in this 
branch of the legislature will probably soon be de- 
termined.] 

March 28. The senate took up, in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Van Dyke in the chair, the bill 
from tbe other house, making appropriations for the 
military service of the present year, together with 
the amendments reported thereto by the committee 
on finance of the senate. 

These amendments propose; 1st. to add 130,000 
dollars to the appropriation for the clothing for the 
army; and 2d. to increase the appropriation for the 
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quarter master general's department, from four 
hundred and fifty, to five hundred thousand dollars 
-—(this latter involving the question whether the 
Missouri expedition should be limited to theCoun 
cil Bluffs, or authorized, by appropriation, to be 
extended to the Mandan villages, as originally con- 
templated by the executive.) 

Mr Sanford detailed the reasons on which the 
committee had reported the augmentations of the 
appropriations. After much debate, the first was 
agreed to, and the further consideration of the Tat- 
ter postponed till to-morrow* After some time 
spent in the consideration of executive business, 

The senate adjeurned. 

March 29. A message was received from the 
president of the United States, transmitting, in pur- 
suance of a resolution of the 1st ult. a report of the 
secretary of state, respecting the late treaty with 
Great Britain, relative to the restitution of slave*; 
and the message and report were read. 

Mr. Johnson , of Ken. submitted the following re* 
solution, for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee on the District of 
Columbia e instructed to enquire into the expedi- 
ency of allowing to the said district, a delegate in 
Congress, upon a footing with the delegates from 
the several territorial governments. 

[Mr. Johnson supported his resolution with a 
speech of some length. It was laid on the table.] 

The senate, on the motion of Mr. Elliott , resumed 
the consideration of the bill to remit the duties on 
certain goods consumed hy the late fire at Savan* 
tiah. 

After a speech from Mr. Elliot t, the hill was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading —ayes 27. 

The house resumed the consideration of the mi- 
litary appropriation bill — the question on increas- 
ing the appropriation for the quarter-master-gen's. 
department, from 450,000 to 500,000 dollars, being 
still under consideration — 

Several gentlemen spoke for and against an in- 
crease of the appropriation, ft was finally agreed 
to, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Ykas — Messrs. Dana, Eaton, Edwards, Johnson, of 
Ken. Johnson, of Lou. King, of Ala, Lanman, Leake, 
Lloyd, Logan, Lowrie, Noble, Otis, Parrott, Pink- 
ney, Roberta, Sanford, Stokes, Thomas, Trimble, 
Walker, of Alah. Walker, of Geo. Williams, of Ten. 
Wilson— 24. 

Nats — Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Burrill, Dicker- 
son, Elliott, Gaillard, King, of N. Y. Macon, Mellen, 
Morril, Palmer, Pleasants, Ruggles, Smith, Taylor, 
Tichenor, Van Dyke, Williams, of Miss. — 18. 

Some discussion took place on other points, 
after which. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and, with the bill, to be read a third time. 

The engrossed bill apportioning the representa- 
tives from the states of Massachusetts and Maine in 
the next congress, was read a third time, passed, 
and sent to the other hpuse for concurrence. 

The senate then took up, and spent considerable 
time on the bill for the better organization of the 
treasury department, (providing for the more 
prompt recovery of debts due the United States, 
&c.) after which, The senate adjourned. 

HOUftF. OF &KPUKSKKTATIVKS. 

Friday , March 24. Mr. -Yew/on laid on the table 
sundry statements respecting the extent of our 
trade with the British, West Indian and North Ame- 
rican colonies, which were referred to the commit- 
tee of the whole, to whom the bill on that subject 
Was referred. 


The routine of morning business having been 
gone through — - 

Mr. Randolph rose, and, after a speech of some 
length, principally growing out of the remark- of 
Mr. Taylor, on the preceding day, on the manner 
of the death of the late commodore Decatur, moved 
a resolution to this effect. 

“That the speaker, officers, and members, of this 
house will attend the funeral of the late Stepheic 
Decatur, esq. of the U. S, navy, from his late re- 
sidence, at 4 o'clock this afternoon." 

Mr. Randolph's remarks Were of too much length 
to be reported. As soon as the motion was stated 
from the chair — 

Mr, Holmes rose, apprehending, he said, that the 
proposition might not receive an unanimous vote; 
fearing to hear either yea or nay on such a ques- 
tion; and at the same time wishing to give every 
gentleman of the house an opportunity of* indulg- 
ing his own inclination, on this solemn and melan- 
choly qcqasiqn, he moved that the house do now ad- 
journ, 

This motion the reader is probably aware, super-, 
sedes all others, and precludes ail debate. 

It was decided affirmatively, without debate, and 

The house adjourned, 

Saturday , March 25- Mr, Lemuel Savryer, a mem- 
ber from North Carolina, appeared this day, waa 
qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Smithy of Md. from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill further to regulate the entry, 
of merchandize imported into the United States, 
from any adjacent territory. 

On motion of Mr. Southard, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on manufactures; 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of fur- 
nishing the trading houses established by the U» 
States, for carrying on trade with the Indian tribes, 
with articles qf American manufacture. 

On motion of Mr. Tracy, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war he directed 
to transmit to this house a statement shewing the 
amount and costs (including transportation and. 
other charges,) of the goods furnished annually to, 
each factory or Indian trading house, since the 
peace of 1815: specifying also, the kind and quanti- 
ty of furs, peltries, or other property annually re-; 
ceived since that period at each factor}'; also the 
amount of the sales of such furs, peltries or other 
property, and the balance* (if any,) now' due, from 
such sales, to the government. 

A bill to authorize a subscription for certain co^ 
pies qf the Ikh and 12th vols. of Waite's collection 
of state papers, was postponed indefinitely — or re- 
jected, 131 to 32. 

The committee then proceeded to the bill to 
amend the act providingfor the publication of the 
laws of the V. States in newspapers, &c. 

After debate— this bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Monday , March 27. The speaker presented the 
memorial, remonstrance and protest of the senate 
and house of representatives of the state of Georgia; 
detailing several violations of the territorial rights 
of that state in treaties concluded between the 
United ^tatesand the Creek and Cherokee Indians; 
as also violations of the articles of agreement and 
cession of 1802, and remonstrating and protesting'- 
against an article in the treaty concluded in 1817, 
between the Cherokee nation and the United States, 
which invests a fee simple right to lands in certain 
Indians of that nation, and soliciting that commis- 
sioners may be appointed to treat with the Creek 
and Cherokeq nations of Indians, for further coa- 
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sions of the territory for the use of Georgia, which 
memorial, remonstrance and protest, was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The speaker also presented a petition of Benja- 
min G. Bullkey, setting forth that, in the year I8l)0, 
he preferred to the senate of the United State.s, 
certain charges of corruption in the post office de« 
urtment, which were not fairly and fully examined, 
y which he alleges to have sustained great injury, 
and praying that the said charges may now be en- 
quired into, to the end that justice may be render- 
ed him; whieh petition was also ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The speaker laid before the house the following 
report, which was referred to the committee on fo- 
reign affairs. 

The secretary of state, to whom, by a resolution 
of the house of representatives of the 7th of Febru- 
ary last, the petitions of Samuel G. Perkins and 
Others, merchants of Massachusetts, and of William 
Patterson and others, merchants of Baltimore, were 
referred, has the honor of submitting to the house 
the following report! 

In the month of January, 1817, in Consequence of 
a memorial to the president of the United States 
from sundry persons, interested in the claims set 
forth in these petitions, Septimus T ler was ap- 
pointed an agent, to proceed to the island of Saint 
Domingo, for the purpose of claiming the indem- 
nity which appears to be justly due to the peti- 
tioners, for property so unjustly taken from them. 
He accordingly proceeded thither; but was denied 
access to the government of Christo he, upon the 
alleged ground of informality in the style of his 
powers. Mr. Tyler did not live to return to the 
United States. 

In the spring of the year 1818, a second attempt 
was made to send an agent to make the demand, 
and authority was given him to present himself in a 
manner, which there was reason to expect would 
have discarded every question of form. The result, 
however, was a refusal, again, to receive him. A 
formal recognition of the kingdom of Hayti not 
being deemed expedient, no further measures have 
been found practicable, on the part of the execu- 
tive, in the case; those suggested by the memorial- 
ists being within the exclusive authority of the le- 
gislature. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Department of state , Washington , March 20, 1820. 

Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, from the com- 
mittee of claims, who were,on the 28th ult. instruct- 
ed to enquire into the expediency of providing 
For the compensation of losses occasioned by the 
impressment and application of private property 
to the military service of the United States in the 
late Seminole war, made a report, concluding with 
the following resolution: 

“Resolved) that it is inexpedient to pass any ge- 
neral law on the subject, and that the committee be 
discharged frQm its further consideration.” 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. fWHams , also, from the committee of claims, 
to whom was referred the senate’s bill for the re- 
lief of the officers and volunteers engaged in the 
late war with the Seminole Indians, made a report 
thereon, concluding with a recommendation that 
the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

This report was opposed by Mr. Jones , Mr. Mien, 
and Mr. Cannon, of Ten. VI r. McLean , of Ken. Mr. 
Warfield, of Maryland, Mr. Stevens , of Connecticut, 
and was supported by Mr Mercer , of Virginia, Mr. 
Cnlhreth, of Maryland, and Mr. Williams and Mr. 
Culpepper of North Carolina. 


[In noticing^he debate, the National Intelligen- 
cer observes— It is sufficient now generally to state, 
that the compensation allowed for the use of these 
horses was said to be intended to cover also the risk 
of their loss; as was evident from the fact, that the 
allowance for the use of the horse, was greater than 
that allowed to the rider of him for his services, and 
was at the rate of double the average cost of human 
labor in that country, 8tc. On the other hand, it was 
said that, when these volunteers entered the ser- 
vice, there was certainly an implied contract that 
the United States should furnish their horses with 
forage, and should not cause the horses to be rode 
to death by forced marches; and that the losses in 
question were caused in this manner, 8tc. that the 
rule which had been applied to the Kentucky vo- 
lunteers, the Tennessee volunteers hud a right to 
expect to be also applied to them. 

Other considerations mingled in the debate. Mr. 
Cnlhreth, for example, was in fayor of the postpone- 
ment of the bill, because he believed, the persons 
embraced in the bill to have been unconstitutionally 
in service. 

The question on indefinite postponement of the 
bill was decided, by yeas and nays, in the negative, 
84 to 73. 

The bill was then referred to a committee of the 
whole, such a reference being required by the 
rules of the house, as the bill contains an appropri- 
ation. 

A message from the president was received, 
and referred to the committee on foreign affairs — 
see page 84. 

The engrossed bill to amend the act providing for 
the publication of the laws of the United States was 
read a third time; and the yeas and nays were or- 
dered on its passage. 

r This bill proposes to reduce the number of the 
publishers of the laws to one for every state and 
territory, and to reduce the allowance for the ex- 
ecution of the work, to about one half of its present 
amount ] * 

Hereupon a considerable debate took place — it 
turned on the question whether the object was 
worth a continuation of the present expenditure, 
which it is supposed the passage of the bill will re- 
duce by three -fourths of its amount. 

Finally, the bill was passed by a close vote — 79 to 
78, and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

Tuesday , March 28. The house took up and 
proceeded to consider the resolution submitted by 
Mr. Taylor on the 25th inst. prescribing an order 
for the consideration of business referred to com- 
mittees of the whole; and the said resolution being 
read at the clerk’s table, and modified by the mover, 
was agreed to by the house as follows: 

Rrnolved, That the business referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole house shall be called for con- 
sideration in the following order; — 

1. Private bills which have passed the senate, 
and have been reported favorably by a committee 
of this house. 

2 Private bills reported by committees of this 
house. 

3. Bills and resolutions of a public nature. 

4. Bills which have passed the senate, and have 
been reported against by a’committee of this house. 

5. Reports unfavorable to petitionef9. 

Resolved, That the clerk, under the direction of 

the speaker, do arrange the business in the preced- 
ing order for to-morrow. 

The house took up and proceeded to consider 
the bill from the senate, entitled “an act further l* 
suspend for a limited time the sale or forfeiture 
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of lands fop failure in completing the payment 

thereon.** , ... 

Ordered, that the said bill be read a third time 

to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, of N. C. 

Resolved, That, when this house adjourns, it will 
adiourn to meet at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. 

_ _ * a • o tr* - 1 & 4 Ua k tfl/v n 


[During the sitting, Mr. Randolph offered a mo-'' 
tion to the following effect — 

“ That Gale* & Seaton, editor* of the National In - 
teUigencei', be excluded from the hall of this house as 
reporters .” 

The ground of this proceeding is an alleged inac- 
| curacy in the report of the preceding Thursday’s 


Mr. Nelson, of Va. moved, that the house do now proceedings, when Mr. R*s. motion respecting com. 
proceed to consider the resolution submitted by Decatur was before the house, about which he ad- 
him on the 23d inst. for the appointment of a joint dressed the following note to the editors— 
committee to consider and report what business is 'Messrs. Gales & Seaton — Ob Thursday last, I took 

necessary to be done before the close of the present particular notice that there was no reporter in the 
session; house. I am, therefore, surprised as welfas shock- 

And on the question, will the house now proceed ed, to find the report (such as it is) of the proceed- 
to consider the resolution? ings relative to the late Stephen Decatur, esq. of 

It was decided in the negative. the U. S. navy, and request to be informed how it 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, found its way into your paper. 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary Your obedient servant, J- RANDOLPH, 

instructed to enquire into the expediency of of Roanoke/ 


be instructed to enquire into the expediency of of Roanoke/ 

passing a law, pointing out under what circum- Saturday, March 25 . 

stances, and by what means, private property may They replied thus— 

be taken for public use, under the emergency Sunday , March 26, 1820. 

of war, and regulating the manner by which just Hon. John Randolph. 

compensation may be made for the same; also to Sir: The report, to which you refer in your note 

prescribe the manner in which soldiers may be of the 25th, w as derived from sources entitled to 
quartered in any house, without the consent of the high credit: particular care being taken not to itn- 
owner, in time of war. pute to you any language which might be subject 

The house having resolved itself into a commit- to misinterpetration. Your speech on tho follow- 
tee of the whole, on the state of the union, spent ingday was reported, and will be submitted to you 
some time in considering the resolution offered by for revision, when transcribed. 

Mr. Cobb, on the 24th of January last, proposing Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
an amendment to the constitution of the U. States, GALES & SEATON, 

to prohibit the appointment ef members of congress In explanation, they further state how it happen- 
to offices, with amendments; as, also, their agree- ed that no reporter was present— that they were 
ment to the resolution of the senate, “proposing an especially careful to collect what Mr Randolph had 
amendment to the constitution of the U. States, as said, &c. and are at all times willing to correct er- 
it respects the choice of electors of president and rors. Mr. Strother proposed to amend Mr.U’smt- 
vice-president of the United States, and the elec- tion by adding Words to the following effect— 
tion of representatives in the congress of the Unit- “ Unless the information requirei! by the gentleman 


ed States.” 

The house took up and proceeded to consider the 


from Virginia, is furnished by to-monow morning .” 
Whereupon, (say the editors) we understand Mr. 


T ne nouse too a up anu ™ ^ R. at the suggestion of a friend, withdrew his mo- 

report of the ci^mitte ^ m m P tion, to give an opportunity, before renewing it, to 


state ot the w ^ e ^ u P™ H . vpra n v r.. us to disclose to him the names of those who fur- 

Ordered, that the sai y nished us with an account of the proceeding refer- 

<m the table. _ . _ to in his nnt£ as above. 


On motion of Mr. Smith , of Md. 

Resolved, Thatthe committee on the post offices 


nished us with an account of the proceeding refer- 
red to in his note as above. 

Messrs. Gales and Seaton observe — “With re-* 


Mesotvea, i uavuic JntotlhleT. spect t 9 the admission into the hall ofrepresentk- 

and post roads be instru e 5 .. f tives,it is a privilege to which, we trust, we give ite 

pediency of affording some pec ^ ., . due importance. But, were it ten times more va- 

widow and children of .John ' He a P», mai I cam er, luab , e [ han it ig> the menace 0 f excluuon from the 
killed by the persons o y . hall, WO uld not induce Us to swerve.on this occasion. 

States mail, near Baltimore. f from our duty— which is, to resist every attempt, 

A message m writing w uonmAia from whatever quarter, to invade the fbiti leges 

sident of the United States, by Mr. J. J. Monroe, his OF THE pRB8g * 

secretary, which is as follows: j t w ju fc e merely decorous in us voluntarily t* 

To the house of representatives. exclude ourselves from the halt, until the question 

I transmit to the house of representatives, in pur- on Mr. Randolph's motion is settled, if it U to be 
suance of their resolution of the 31st of January 9e ttled at all, by a vote of the house, 
last, a report from the secretary of the treasury, >Ve shall endeavor, however, to give onr readere 
with the documents which accompanied it. an idea of what is goingon there meanwhile; and* 

J AMES MONROE. jf we do not give the speeches of the members, we 

Washington, 28th, March 1820. shall at least have the satisfaction of being sure that 

The said message was read, and, together with we have not mistaken their meaning.”] 
the report therein communicated, ordered to lie on Wednesday, March 29, Mr. Storrs, from the se- 
the table. lect committee to whom had been recommitted the 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from bill to amend the revolutionary pension law, re- 
the secretary of the navy, transmitting sundry state- ported a bill for that purpose— its provisions are a a 
ments in relation to the privateer pension fund, follows: . 

which have been prepared in obedience to the reso- No person, receiving a pension under the act of 
lutionof the 15th inst. which was ordered to lie on March, I8l8, shall continue to receive the same 
the table. after tue 4th March, 1820, unless he shall take, in 

, The remainder of the day was chiefly spent on the manner prescribed, the following oath or affir- 
private claim!. mation, to wit: “1, A B. do solemnly swear (or affirm. 
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as the case may be,) that I was a resident citizen of 
the United States on the 18th day of March, 1818, 
and that 1 have not since that time, by gift, sale, or 
in any manner whatever, disposed of my property, 
or any part thereof, with intent thereby so to dimi- 
nish it as to bring myself within the provisions of an 
act of congress, entitled an act *to provide for cer- 
tain persons engaged in the land and naval service 
of the United States, in the revolutionary war,” 
passed on the 18th day of March, 1318, and tbatl 
hare not, nor has any person in trust for me, any 
properties or securities, contracts, or debts due to 
me, nor have I any income other than what is con- 
tained in the schedule hereunto annexed, and by me 
eubscribed,” nor until such person shall have deliv- 
cd or caused to be delivered, to the secretary of 
war, a Copy of the aforesaid schedule and oath or 
affirmation, certified by the clerk of the court to 
which the said schedule was delivered, together 
with the opinion of the said court, also certified by 
their clerk, of the value of the property contained 
in the said schedule: Provided, That, in every case 
in which the pensioner may be insane, the court 
may receive the said schedule without the aforesaid 
oath or affirmation, from the committee or ether 
person authorised to take care of such insane person 

The 2d section enacts a penalty for perjury — and 
the 3d authorises the secretary of war to strike from 
the list of pensioners all persons who shall not, in 
his opinion, be in such indigent circumstances as to 
be unable to support himself without the assistance 
of his country. . 

The bill was twice read and committed. 

After disposing of a private claim — 

Mr. Randolph rose, and, after a speech of up- 
wards of an hour in length, submitted the following 
.resolution: 

“ Resolved, That Gales and Seaton, editors of the 
National Intelligencer, be excluded from this house 
as reporters:” 

Mr. Strother and Mr. Pindall made several obser- 
vations, which were not heard by the person giving 
this sketch. 

Mr Brush, of Ohio, however, rose, tnd with some 
warmth, defended the persons against whom the 
proposition was directed, on the ground that there 
was no charge brought against them, without which 
be could not condemn or pass censure, upon the 
meanest individual in the land; and called upon 
Mr. K. to put in a specification ofhis complaint. 

Mr. Randolph did so, and ultimately modified his 
proposition, so as to read as follows, supporting it at 
the same time in a speech of considerable length: 

Resolved, That Gales and Seaton, having published 
an incorrect report of the proceedings of this house 
of the 23d, not from their own view and hearing 
thereof, but on the representation of some un- 
.known pemon, whose name they have refused to 
■rive, w^en thereto required by a member from 
Virginia — 

Therefore, Resolved, That, unless they give up 
the author of such report. Gales and Seaton, editors 
of the National Intelligencer, be excluded from this 
house as reporters of the proceedings thereof. 

Mr. Pindall spoke at considerable length on the 
subject; after which 

The question on the above modified proposition 
was decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Ybas — M essrs. Bayly, Floyd, Nelson, Va. Pindall, 
Randolph, Rober son, B. Smith, Va. Strother -8 

[The nays were one hundred and forty / It is not 
worth while to record them.] 

So Mr. Randolph** motion was rejected, and the 
house adjourned v ^ 


THUnSDAT*8 PROCEEDINGS, 

The senate passed a resolution fixing the 24th 
inst (April), as the day on which congress should 
adjourn, by yeas and nays — yeas 21, nays 20. 

After much proceedings on the bankrupt bill— 
the question was taken on ordering the bill, as 
amended, to he engrossed and read a third time, 
and was decided in the negative , by yeas and nays* 
as follows: 

Yeas.— Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, Elliott, 
Gaillard, Hunter, Lanman, Mellen, Parrott, Pink- 
ney, Roberts, Sanford, Stokea,Ticbenor, Van Dyke. 
- 15 .. 

Nats.- Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Eaton, Johnson, 
of Kentucky, Johnson, of Louisiana, King, of Ala- 
bama, King, of New York, Leake, Lowrie, Macon, 
Vforril, Otis, Palmer, Pleasants, Ruggles, Smith, 
Taylor* Trimble, Walker, of Alabama, Walker, of 
Georgia, Williams, of Mississippi, Williams, of Ten- 
nessee, Wilson.— 23. 

So the bill was rejected. 

In the house of representative #. Sundry resolutions 
were submitted, &c. which shall be noticed hereaf- 
ter, as thoughi necessary. The bill from the se- 
nate to suspend for a limited time the sale or for- 
feiture of lands, for non-payment of monies due 
thereon, was passed, after considerable opposition. 
Much other business was transacted, not at present 
important to notice. 

On motion of Mr. Lorwnde s, it was 
Resolved, That the secretary of the department 
of the navy, be directed to inform this house whe- 
ther the commander of the Ontario, during her late 
cruise in the Pacific ocean, received any present 
from the viceroy of Lima, and, if lie did, what dispo- 
sition ha9 been made thereof; whether he received 
on board the Ontario any citizens or subjects of a 
foreign power, and any moneys or effects belonging 
to foreign subjects or citizens to be transported 
from one foreign port to another; if such foreign 
subjects were so received, whether any of them 
were in the military service of governments en- 
gaged in war; if any monfcy or effects were so trans- 
ported, whether any freight was received on that 
account; and whether any, and what instructions 
have been given by the department of the navy, 
respecting the transportation, in public ships of the 
United States, of passengers, money, or effects. 

(j^Tbe following resolutions were submitted by 
Mr. Clay [speaker] to the committee of the whole 
on the state of the union, on Tuesday last, and or- 
dered to be printed— 

1. Resolved, That constitution of United States 
vests in congress the power to dispose of the terri- 
tory belonging to them, and that no treaty, purport- 
ing to alienate any portion thereof, is valid without 
the concurrence of congress. 

2 Resolved, That the equivalent proposed to be 
given by Spain to the United 5 tates, in the treaty 
concluded between tbcm, on the 22d day of Febru- 
ary, 1819, for that part of* Louisiana lying west of 
the Sabine, was inadequate; and that it would be 
inexpedient to make a transfer thereof to any fb* 
reing power, or to renew the aforesaid treaty. 


CHRONICLE. 

Com . Decatur . A general order has been issued 
from the navy department, directing the officers to 
wear crape on their left arm for the period of thirty 
days, as a testimony of respect for the late commo- 
dore Decatur. 

It is intimated to us that the cause of the quarrel 
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From Spain. Gen. Vives, the new minister from 
Spain to the United States, with his suite, has arriv- 
ed at New York in the packet bhip James Monroe, 
from Liverpool. 

The bankrupt law. Tlie senate's rejection of 
the bill to establish an uniform system of bankrupt- 
cy, as congress is specially empowered by the con- 
stitution to do, willseverely oppress that numerous 
part oCthe community who recently have been, or 
now are, interested in trade and commerce. We 
are not prepared to say that the bill lately before 
the senate was fitted to the wants of the case- but 
certainly, it would be no great stretch of human in- 
genuity to contrive a system whose general good 
might vastly overbalance apprehended evils — a 
system which should measurably protect the de- 
ceived creditor as well as the honest debtor, ' and 
rid us at once of our abominable state insolvent 
laws, many of which should be entitled acts for the 
encouragement qf roguery: ami which also, the su- 
preme court has pronounced unconstitutional. 

Mr. Clay* t resolution a, inserted in our last, page 95, 
relative to the power to dispose of the territory of 
the Uuitcd States, &c. if fully acted on this session, 
may occupy the bouse for at least a month, in the 
present speaking-manner of the times; for it in- 
volves one of the greatest questions that can be 
agitated, the treaty-making* power; — it also bears 
upon the provision inserted in the afct for the 
admission of Missouri, as to the restriction of slave- 
ry; — includes the policy ofacquiring more land, not 
needful to the security of that which we possess; 
and seems intended to censure the conduct of 
the executive in the Florida treaty On one or 
another, or upon all of these points, it must be sup- 
posed that every speaker will make a speech, if so 
agreed to discuss the resolutions. The free labor- 
er* of the country are suffering beyond any thing 
apprehended to happen in the United Stales, and 
the time of the national legislature, which should 
be devoted to subjects of political economy to re- 
lieve us, is given up to speculative opinions and 
wearisome discussions, without effect, perhaps, to 
change the opinion of one reflecting man in the re- 
public! There is one compost, however, in the 
present state of the times— the period is close at 
band when thousands, in opposition to the system 
of government (if system it may be called) shall re- 
fuse, as a matter of political principle, to consume 
foreign goods, and tens of thousands, from sheer 
poverty, will be unable to purchase them, and our 
rulers be compelled, a la mode d* Anglais, to bor- 
row money every year to pay the interest on the 
national debt, &c. or, make a total change in their 
policy. H is impossible that the present state of 
things can last much longer. The revenue has 
fallen much short of its accustomed amount, and it 
must needs continue to decline, unless assisted by 
foreign events — in the mean time the expenditures 
are not much reduced, we must resort to inter- 
nal means to keep the wheels of government a- 
going. 

'The late duel. We have had serious doubts on the 
propriety of inserting in the Reoisteh, the corres- 
Voi. XVM. ■*. 


' pondence that led to the late fatal rencontre be- 
| tween commodores Barron and Decatur,— but con- 
' sidering that many of our readers will be ourious to 
see it and wish to preserve it, we have yielded 
up our private inclination, and given the whole 
correspondence in this sheet. It was perhaps, also 
necessary that we should do this, because in our 
paper of the 25th uh. announcing the duel, we mis- 
stated the facts, by giving something like a public 
character to the transaction, which is now shewn 
to have been wholly of a private nature. Still, we 
should not havp given this correspondence, had it 
not been that of public men. 

We have oftentimes occasion to make a mental 
enquiry, “-what is truth?” The most plausible state- 
ments, apparently reported on high authority and 
seemingly believed by “every body,” frequently 
turn out to be the eyery coinage” of a desire toteil 
something new— or of wishes to appear mere know- 
ing than others. We disavow, however, in the 
case just stated, the influence of either of these, as 
to ourselves; — and sincerely regret (as we always 
do when a thing ofthe kind happens), that the Re- 
sister was made a vehicle of error, — especially in 
an editorial article; in all which, though our opinions 
may be contested, we would refrain from the insi- 
nuation of a fact liable to be disproved. 

The length of this correspondence, has complete- 
ly deranged our plans for the business of the week. 
A Supplement shall be published with our next 
number, to dispose of several valuable articles in 
type. > 


Private claims. A very important resolution has 
been submitted to the house of representatives, by 
Mr. Fuller. It is to be hoped, that some plan will 
be devised to do justice to the nation and individu- 
als, in regards private claims. 

A “caucus.” Wecopy the following from the Na- 
tional Intelligencer as belonging to the political his- 
tory of the times. — We are opposed to this prac- 
tice: we fear that that which is now hardly tolerated 
may grow into a tori of right, as binding upoir the 
people “in all cases whatsoever.” 


“The subscriber, having presided at the caucus 
which last recommended persons as candidates for 
the offices of president and vice president of the 
United States, and leaving been requested by a num- 
ber of members of congress, from various parts of 
the union, to notify a time and place for the mem- 
bers to consult on the propriety of making at this 
time a nombistron for those offices: In conformity 
with this wish expressed to him, he requests the at- 
tendance of such republican and other members of 
congress as may think proper to attend, on Satur- 
day evening next, in the hall of the house of repre- 
sentatives, at half past 7 o’clock in the afternoon. 

8. SMITH. 


April 4th , 1820 ” 


A north west passage , as reported to be discover- 
ed, on the authority of a letter from Mr. M 9 Taris\ 
of Montreal, is said by biro te be so idle fafticatio* 
—as we expected. 
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Currency. — Gov. Wolcott, has written a pamph- 
let, on “the present state of currency, commerce, 
credit, and national industry, in reply to the ad- 
dress of the Tammany society.” It is distinguished 
for a clear and sound examination of the causes 
which have produced the present depression, and 
which are treated with the accuracy and precision 
of an experienced hand. Gov. Wolcott, in pointing 
' out the remedy, says “I hope it will not be deemed 
presumptuous if 1 say, that the people ought to ex- 
pect and be ready to support a system of internal 
revenue never to be hereafter abandoned.” He 
thinks, that “excise duties on articles which inter- 
fere with domestic industry, on the luxuries of the 
rich, and the vices of the improvident, are the most 
beneficial sumptuary laws which can be devised, 
and nothing would be so advantageous at present 
as to charge the expenses of government upon 
such objects.” JVoJ. Jlitv . 


Decatur and Barron. 

Correspondence between the late com. Stephen Decatur , 
and com . James Barron^ which led to the unfortu- 
nate meeting of the 22 d of March . 

The friends of the late com. Decatur have learn- 
ed, with very great regret, that misconceptions in- 
jurious to him prevail, and are extending, relative 
to the difference between him and com. Harron. — 
To place' the subject in its true light, they have 
thought it necessary to submit to the public, with- 
out comment, the whole correspondence which pre- 
ceded the meeting. 

No. 1. 

Hampton , Va. June 12,* 1819. 
Sin— l have been informed, in Norfolk, that you 
have said that you could insult me with impunity, 
or words to that effect. If you have said so, you 
will, no doubt, avow it, and I shall expect to hear 
from you. i am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES BARRON. 

To com. Stephen Decatur, Washington . 

No. 2. 

Washington 17th .Timet 1819. 
Sift — t have received Jour communication of the 
13th inst. Before you could have been entitled to 
the information you have asked of me, you should 
have given up the name of your informer. That 
frankness which ought to characterise our pro- 
fession required k. I shall not, however, refuse 
to answer you on that account, but shall be as can- 
did in my communicathm to you, as your letter or 
the case will warrant. 

Whatever I may have thought , or said , in the very 
frequent and fret conversations I have had respecting 
you and your conduct , I feel a thorough conviction 
that I never could have been guilty of so much 
egotism as to say that “I could insult you” (or any 
other man) “with impunity.” ' 

I am, fir, your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 
To com. Janes Bauiox, Hampton , Virginia . 


•With respect to the date of this letter, it may 
be proper to observe, that, although it is 12th June, 
yet the figure 2, as made, might well be mistaken 
for a 3: hence, in com. Decatur's letter of reply, he 
considered the date to be 13th June. On referring, 
however, to the post mark on the back of the letter, 
it was found to haVe been put into the post office 
on the 12th: hence, in com. Decatur’s letter to 
com. Barron, of the 31st Oct. 1819, it is recognized 
dated on the 12th. 

« 


No. 3. 

Hampton , Va. June 25, 1819. 

Sir — Y our communication of the 17th inst. in 
answer to mine df the 13th, I have received 

The circumstances that urged me to call on you 
for the information requested in my letter, would, 

1 presume, have instigated you, or any other person 
to the same conduct that I pursued. Several gen- 
tlemen, in Norfork, not your enemies, nor actuated 
by any malicious motive, told me that such a report 
was in circulation, but could not now be traced to 
its origin. I, therefore, concluded to appeal to you, 
supposing, under such circumstances, that I could 
not outrage any rule of decorum or candor. This, 

1 trust, will be considered as a just motive for the 
course 1 have pursued. Your declaration, if 1 un- 
derstand it correctly, relieves my mind from the 
apprehension that you had so degraded my charac- 
ter, aS 1 had been induced to allege, 
lam, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES BARRON. 

To com. Stephen Decatur, 

Washington. 

No. 4. 

Washington , June 29, 1819. 
Sir— I have received your communication of the 
25th, in answer to mine of the 17th, and as you 
have expressed yourself doubtfully, as to your cor- 
rect understanding of my letter of the aforesaid 
date, I have now to state, and I request you to un- 
derstand distinctly, that I meant no rqb.iv* than todis- 
clai m the specific and particular expression to which 
your enquiry was directed, to wit: that I had said 
that I could insult you with impunity. As to the 
motives of the “several gentlemen in Norfolk,” 
your informants, or the rumors which “cannot be 
traced to their origin,” on which their information 
was founded, or who they are, is a matter of perfect 
indifference to me, as is also your motives in making 
such an enquiry upon such information. 

Your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 

To com. Janes Barron, 

Hampton , Virginia. 

No. 5. 

Hampton , October 23, 1819 , 
Sin— I had supposed that the measure of your 
ambition was nearly completed, and that your good 
fortune had rendered your reputation for acts of 
magnanimity too dear to be risked wantonly on oo- 
ca&ions that can never redound to the honor of him 
that would be great. I had also concluded that 
your rancor towards me was fully satisfied, by the 
cruel and unmerited sentence passed upon me by 
the court of which you was a member; and, after 
an exile from ray country, family, and friends, of 
nearly seven years, I had concluded that I should 
now be allowed, at least, to enjoy that solace, with 
this society, that laeerated feelings like mine re- 
quired, and that you would have sufferedme to re- 
main in quiet possession of those enjoyments; but 
scarcely had I set my foot on my native soil, ere t 
learnt that the same malignant spirit which had be- 
fore influenced you to endeavor to ruin my reputa- 
tion was still at wdrk, and that you were ungene- 
rously traducing my character whenever an occa- 
sion occurred which suited your views, and, in ma- 
ny instances, not much to your credit as an officer, 
through the medium of our juniors: such condtict 
cannot fail to produce an injurious effect «n thedis^ 
ctpline and .subordination of the navy. A report of 
this sort, sir, coming from the respectable and credi- 
table sources it did, coukl not fail to arrest my at- 
tention, and to excite those feelings which might 
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naturally be expected to arise in the heart of every 
man who professes to entertain principles of honor, 
and intends to uct in conformity with them. With 
such feelings 1 addressed a letter to you under date 
of tiie 13th June last, which produced a correspon- 
dence between us, which 1 have since been inform- 
ed you have endeavored to use to my farther injury, 
by sending it to Norfolk by a respectable officer of 
the navy, to be shewn to some of my particular 
friends, with a view of alienating from me their at- 
tachment. 1 am also informed that you have taunt- 
ingly andboastingly observed that you would cheer- 
fully meet me in the field, and hoped 1 would yet 
act like a man, or that you had used words to that ef- 
fect: such conduct, sir, on the part of any one, 
but especially one occupying the influential station 
tinder the government which you hold, towards an 
individual, situated as 1 Wm, and oppressed as l have 
been, and that chiefly by your means, is unbecom- 
ing you as an officer and a gentleman; and shews •« 
want of magnanimity which, hostile as 1 have found 
you to be tovrards me, 1 had hoped foryoui own re- 
putation you possessed. It calls loudly for redress 
at your hands: I consider you as having given the 
invitation, which I accept, and will prepare to meet 
Vou at such time and place as our respective friends, 
hereafter to be named, shall designate. I also, under 
all the circumstances of the case, consider myself en- 
titled to the choice of weapons, place, and distance 
— but, should a difference of opinion be entertain- 
ed by our friends. I flatter myself, from your known 
personal courage, that you world disdain any un- 
fair advantage, which your superiority in the use of 
the pistol, and the natural defect in my vision, in- 
creased by age, would give you. I will thank you 
not to put your name on the cover of your answer, 
as, l presutne, you can have no disposition to give 
unnecessary pain to the females of my family. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES BARRON. 
Commodore Stsphxv Decatur, 

Washington. 

No. 6. 

Washington, 31*< Ocf. 1819. 

Sir: Your letter of the 23d inst. has been duly 
received. Prior to giving it that reply which 1 in- 
tend, its contents suggest the necessity Of referring 
to our June correspondence. 

On the 12th June last, you addressed to me a 
note, enquiring whether I had said that “1 could 
insult you with impunity.** On the 17th of June, 1 
wrote to you, in reply, as follows: “Whatever I may 
have thought or said in the very frequent and free con- 
venations I had respecting you and your conduct , 1 
feel a thorough conviction that I never could have 
been guilty of so mucli egotism, as to say that / 
could insult you, or any other man, with impunity.** 

On the 25th of June, you again wrote to me, and 
stated, that the report on which you had grounded 
your query of the 12th of June * could not now be 
traced to its origin,** and your letter is concluded 
in the following wohls: «'your declaration,’ f I under- 
stand it correctly, relieves my mind from the ap- 
prehension that you had so degraded my character, 
as I had been induced to allege.** Immediately 
on receiving your letter of the 25th June, I wrote 
to you, 29th June, as follows: “As you have expres- 
sed yourself doubtfully as to your correct under- 
standing of ray letter of the 17th June, I have now 
to state, I request you to understand, distinctly, 
that I meant no more than to disclaim the specific 
and particular expression, to which your enquiry 
was directed, to wit: “that I had said 1 could in- 
sult you with impunity.** Here ended our June 


correspondence, and, with it, all kind of communi- 
cation, till the date of your letter of the 23d inst. 
which I si ud l now proceed to notice. 

Nearly four months having elapsed since the date 
of our last correspondence, your letter was unex- 
pected to me, particularly as the terms used by you, 
i in the conclusion of your letter to me of 25th June, 
and your silence since receiving my letter of 2yth 
June, indicated, asl thought, satisfaction on your 
part. Rut it seems that you consider yourself 
aggrieved by my sending our June correspondence 
to Norfolk. 1 did not send the June correspondence 
to Norfolk umil three months had expired after 
your last com munication, and not then, until I had 
been informed, by a captain of the navy, that a fe- 
male of your acqu aintance had stated, that such a 
correspondence had taken place.* If that corres- 
pondence has, in any degree, “alienated your 
friends from you,** such effect is to be attributed 
to the correspondence itself. I thought the papers 
would speak for themselves, and sent }hem with- 
out written comment. 

With respect to the court martial upon you for 
the affair of the Chesapeake, to which you have 
been pleased to refer, I shall not treat the officers, 
who composed that court, with so much disrcpect, 
as to attempt a vindication of their proceedings. 
The chief magistrate of our country approved them; 
the nution approved them; and the sentence has 
been carried into effect. But, sir, there is a part 
of my conduct, on that occasion, which it does not 
appear irrelevant to revive in your recollection. 
It is this; I was present at the court of enquiry upon 
you, and beard the evidence then adduced for and 
against you; thence I drew an opinion altogether 
unfavorable to you: and when I was called upon, 
by the secretary of the navy, to act as a member of 
the court martial ordered for your trial, l begged 
to be excused the duty, on the ground of my hav- 
ing formed such an opinion. I he honorable se- 
cretary was pleased to insist on my serving: still 
anxious to be relieved from this service, l did, prior 
to taking my seat as a member of the court, com- 
municate to your able advocate, general Taylor, 
the opinion 1 hud formed, and my correspondence 
with the navy department upon the subject, in or- 
der to afford you an opportunity should you deem 
it expedient, to protest against my being a member, 
on the ground of my not only having formed, but 
expressed an opinion unfavorable to you. You did 
not protest against my being a member. Duty 
constrained me, however unpleasant it was, to take 
my seat as a member: I did so, and discharged the 
duty imposed on me. You, I find, at e incapable of 
estimating the motives which guided my conduct 
in this transaction. 

For my conduct, as a member of that court mar- 
tial, l do not consider myself as, in any way, accoun- 
table to you. But, sir, you have thought lit to de- 
duce, from your impressions of my conduct as a 
member of that court m&rval, inferences of person- 
al hostility towards you. Influenced by feelings 
thence arising, you commenced the June corres- 
pondence, a correspondence which 1 had hoped 
would have terminated our communications. 

Between you and myself, there never lias been 
a personal difference: hut l have entertained, and 
do so still entertain the opinion, that your conduct, 
as an officer, since the affair of the Chesapeake, bus 
been such as ought to forever bar your re-admis- 
sion into the service. 


•See the extract from copt. Carter’s letter poat 
[page 101.] 
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In my letter to you, of 17th June, although 1 dis- sailing under British license! Though urged, b j 
avowed the particular expressions to which you in* your friend*, to avail yourself of some one of the op* 
vited my attention, candor required that I should portunitiei which were every day occurring, in 
apprise you of my not having been silent respecting privateers, pr other fast sailing merchant vessels, 
you. 1 informed you that 1 had had very frequent sailing from France, and other places, to return to 
and free conversations respecting you and your con - your country during the war, it is not known thutr 
duct.- and the words were underscored, that they you manifested a disposition to do so, excepting in 
might not fail to attract your particular attention, the single instance, by the cartel John Adams in 
Had you have asked what those frequent and free which vessel, you must have known, you could not 
conversations were, 1 should, with the same frank- be permitted to return, without violating her cha- 
ness, have told you; but, instead of making a de- racterasa cartel. 

mand of this kind, your reply to my letter of 17th You say you have been oppressed. You know*, 
June, “that my declaration, if correctly under- that, by absenting yourself, as you did for years, 
stood by you, relieved your mind,” &c. That you from the country, w ithout leave from the govern- 
might correctly understand what f did mean, I ad- m-nt, you subjected yourself to be stricken from 
drained you, as before observed, on the 29th June, the rolls. You know, also, that by the 10th article 
and endeavored, by underscoring certain precise of the act for the better government of the navy, 
terms, to convey to you my precise meaning. To persons in the navy holding intercourse with an 

this last letter I never received a reply. enemy, become subject to the severest punishment 

Under these circumstances, I have judged it ex* known to our laws. You have not, for the offences' 
pedient, at this time, to state as distinctly as may be before stated, to my knowledge, received even a 
in my power, the fact* upon which I ground the un- reprimand; and 1 do know, that your pay, c >'en dur- 
favorable opinion w hich I entertain, and have ex* ing your absence, has been continued to you. 
pressed of your conduct as an officer, since the As to my having spoken of you injuriously to 
court martial upon you — while 1 disclaim all per “junior officers,” 1 have to remark, that such is the 
soni4 enmity towards you. state of our service that we have but few seniors. If 

Some time after you had been suspended from 1 speak with officers at all, the probability is, it wilF 
the service, for your conduct in the affair of the be with a junior. 

Chesapeake, you proceeded, in a merchant brig. On your return to tbi&countrv, your efforts to re- 
from Norfolk to Pernambuco, and by a com muni- establish yourself in the service were known, and 
cation from the late capt. Lewis, whose honor and became a subject of conversation with officers a* 
veracity were never yet questioned, it appears — well as others. In the many and/iw conversations 
that you stated to Mr. Lyon, the British consul at I have had respecting you and your conduct, 1 haver 
Pernambuco, with whom you lived, “that if the said, for the causes above enumerated, that, in my 
Chesapeake had been prepared for action, you opinion, you ought not to be received* again into* 
would not have resisted the attack of the Leopard; tl»e naval service; that there was not employment 
assigning as a reason, that you knew, [as did also for all the officers w ho had faithfully discharged 
our government] there were deserters on board their duty to their country in the hour of trial; and 
your ship; that the president of the United States that it would be doingan act of injustice to employ 
knew there were deserters on board, and of the in- you to the exclusion of any one of them. In speak - 
tention of the British to take them; and that the i»g thus, and endeavoring to prevent your re-ad- 
president caused you to go out in a defenceless mission, I conceive I was performing a duty I owe 
state, for the express purpose of having your ship to ihe service; that I was contributing to the pre- 
attacked and disgraced, and thus attain his favorite serration of its respectability. Had you have made 
object of involving the U. States in a war with no effort to be re -employed, after the war, it is more 
Great Britain.” Por confirmation of this informs- than probable 1 might not have spoken of you. If 
tion, capt. Lewis refers to Mr. Thomas Goodwin, of you continue your efforts, I shall certainly, from the 
Baltimore, the brother of capt. Ridgely, of the navy, same feelings of public duty by which I have hither- 
who received it from Mr. Lyon himself. Reference to been actuated, be constrained to continue the ex- 
was made to Mr. Goodwin, who, in an official com- pression of my opinions; and 1 can assure you, that, 
munication, confirmed all that capt. Lewis had in the interchange of opinions with other office rtf 
said. The veracity and respectability of Mr. Good- respecting you, 1 have never met with more that* 
win are also beyond question. You will be ena- one who (ltd not entirely concur with me. 
bled to judge of the impression made upon capt. The objects of your communication of the 23d, 
Lewis's mind, by the following strong remarks he as expressed by you, now claim my notice. You 
made on the subject. v - profess to consider me as having given you “an in- 

“I am now convinced that Barron is a traitor, for vitation.” You say that you have been told, that 1 
lean call by no other name a man who would talk have “tauntingly and boastingly observed, that I 
in this way to an Englishman, and an Englishman would cheerfully meet you in the field, and hoped 
in office.” you would yet act like a man.” 

These communications are now in the archives of One would naturally have supposed, that, after 
the navy department. having been so recently led into error by “rumors” 

If, sir, the affair of the Chesapeake excited the which could not be traced, you would have rccehr- 
indignant feelings of the nation towards Great Rri- ed, with some caution, subsequent rumors— at all 
tain; and was, as every one admits, one of the prin- events, that you wouid have endeavored to have 
cipal causes which produced the late war, did it traced them, before again venturing to act upon 
not behove you to take an active part in the war, them as if tliyy were true. Had you have pursued 
for your own sake?— Patriotism out of the ques- this course, you would have discovered, that the 
tion! v latter rumors were equally unfounded as the fer- 

But, a*r, iiutead of finding you in the foremost raer. 
ranks, on i«.» occasion w hich so emphatically de* I never invited you to the field; nor have 1 ex- 
nww ied your best exertions, it is said, and is ere- pressed a hope that you would call me out. I wasin- 
dited. that you were, after the commencement of formed, by a gentleman with whom you liadconfer- 
the war, to be found in Lie commau;l of a vessel red upoy the subject, that you left Norfolk, for this 
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jjlace, some time before our June correspondence, 
with the intention of calling 1 me out. I then stated 
to that gentleman, as I have to all others with whom 
.1 have conversed upon the subject, that, if you 
made the call, I would meet you — but that, on all 
scores, l should be much better pleased, to -have no* 
thing to do with you. I do not think that fighting 
duels, under any circumstances, can raise the repu- 
tation of any man, and have long since dicovered, 
that it is not even an unerring criterion of personal 
courage. 1 should regret the necessity of fighting 
with any man— but, in my opinion, the man who 
makes arm# his profession , is not at liberty to decline 
an invitation from any person, who is not so far de- 
graded, as to be beneath his notice Having incauti- 
ously said I would meet you, I will not consider this 
to be your case, although many think so — and if I 
had not pledged myself, 1 might reconsider the case. 

As to “weapons, place, and distance,” if we are 
to meet, those points will, as is usual, be commit- 
ted to the friend 1 may select on the occasion. As 
far, however, as it may be left to me, not having 
any particular prejudice in favor of any praticular 
arm, distance, or mode, (but, on the contrary, dislik- 
ing them all,) I should not be found fastidious on 
those points, but should be rather disposed to yield 
you any little advantage of this kind. As to my 
skill in the use of the pistol it exists more in your 
imagination than in reality — for the last twenty 
years l have bad but little practice — and the dis- 
parity in our ages, to which you have been pleased 
to refer, is I believe, not more than five or six years. 
It would have been out of the common course of 
nature, if the vision of either of us had been im- 
proved by years. 

From your manner of proceeding, it appears to 
roe, that you have come to the determination to fight 
some one, and that you have selected me for that 
purpose; and 1 must take leave to observe, that your 
object would have been better attained, hkd you 
Jiave made this decision during our late war, when 
your fighting might have benefitted your country 
as well as yourself. The style of your communica- 
tion, and the matter, did not deserve so dispassionate 
and historical a notice as I have given it, and had I 
believed it would receive no other inspection than 
yours, 1 should have spared myself the trouble. 
The course I .adopted with our former correspon- 
dence, 1 shall pursue with this, if 1 shall deem it 
expedient. 

1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 
To Commodore James Barron, j 
Hampton, Virginia. 

[extract.) 

Norfolk, 24th *htgu*t, 1819. 

Mr BEAU commodore— Nothing had transpired 
here previous to my arrival on the subject of the 
correspondence; but a lady, a Miss •****•, 1 think 
her name is, from Hampton, has stated, that a 
correspondence had taken place between you 
and B. which she feared would end in a meeting. 
The fears of this lady are at direct variance with 
the opinion of your friends here, who think that 
he does not purpose saying more on the subject. 

As it seems that it was Known at Hampton, and 
even here, that letters had passed between you and 
B- may 1 venture to ask you to semi a copy of them 
to Mr. Tazewell, who i have just left. He will, 
with gre*t pleasure, he says, attend to your wishes. 

Receive the best wishes of your friend, 

W. CARTER. 

Commodore Decatur. 


No. 7. ^ 

Washington, November, 1819. 

Sib -S ince my communication to you of the 3 1st 
ult. I have been informed by a gentleman entitled 
to the fullest credit, that you were not afloat till 
after the peace; consequently, the report whi^t I 
noticed of your having sailed under British iiJJ&e 
must be unfounded. 

1 am, air, your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 

Com. Jas. Barron. 

No. 8. 

Hampton, No v. 20, 1819. 

Sir— U navoidable interruption has prevented: 
my answering your two last communications as ear 
ly as it was my wish to have done, but in a few days 
you shall have my reply. 

1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAS. BARRON. 

Com. Stspheh Decatur. 

No. 9. 

Hampton, 30th Nov. 1819. 

Sir— I did not receive, until Tuesday, 9th inst. 
your very lengthy, elaborate, and historical reply, 
without date, to my letter to you of the 23d ultimo; 
which, from its nature and object, did not, I conceive, 
require that you should have entered so much into 
detail in defence of the hostile and unmanly course 
you have pursued towards me, since the “affair of 
the Chesapeake,” as you term it. A much more 
laconic answer would have served my purpose, 
which, for the present, is nothing more than to ob- 
tain at your hands honorable redress for the accu- 
mulated insults which you, sir, in particular, above 
all my enemies, have attempted to heap upon me, in 
every shape in which they could be offered. Ycmr 
last voluminous letter is atone sufficient proof, if 
none other existed, of the rancorous disposition 
you entertain towards me, and the extent to which 
you have carried it. That letter I should no other- 
wise notice, than merely to inform you it had reach- 
ed me, and that 1 am prepared to meet you in the 
field upon any thing like fair and equal grounds; but, 
inasmuch as you have intimated that our corres- 
pondence is to go before the public, I feel it a 
duty I owe to myself, and to the world, to re- 
ply particularly to the many caluminous charges 
and aspersions with which your “ dispassionate and 
historical notice” of my communication so abun- 
dantly teems; wishing you, sir, at the same time, 
“distinctly to understand” that it is not for you 
alone, or to justify myself in your estimation, that 
I take this course. You have dwelt much upon our 
“June correspondence,” as you style it, and have 
made many quotations from it. 1 deem it unneces- 
sary, however, to advert to it, further than to re- 
mark that, although “nearly four months” did inter- 
vene between that correspondence and my letter of 
23d ultimo, my silence arose not from any misappre- 
hension of the purport of your contumacious “?m- 
tterscored? 9 remarks, nor from the malicious designs 
they indicated, nor from a tame disposition to yield 
quietly to the operation which either might have? 
against me; but from a tedious and painful indispo- 
sition, which confined me to my bed the chief part 
of that period, as is well known to almost every 
person here. I anticipated, however, from what I 
had found you capable of doing to my injury, the 
use to which you would endeavor to pervert that 
correspondence; and have not at all been disap- 
pointed. So soon as l was well enough, and heard 
of your machinations against me, l lost no time in 
addressing to you my letter of the 23d ultimo; youu 
reply to which 1 have now more particularly to no-. 
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tice. I have, not said, nor did l mean to convey 
such an idea, nor wdl my letter bear the interpreta- 
tion, that your forwarding* to Norfolk our “June 
correspondence” nacl, “in any decree, alienated my 
friends from me;” but, that it was sent down there 
with that It is a source of great consolation 

to me, sir, to know, that I have more friends, both 
in and oat of the navy, than you are aware of; and 
that it is not iu your power, great as you may ima- 
gine ydur official influence to be, to deprive me of 
their good opinion and affection. As to the reason 
which seems to have prompted you to send that 
correspondence to Norfolk, “that a female of my ac- 
quaintance had stated that such an one had taken * 
place,” I will only remark, that she did not derive i 
lu i information frqin me; thatit has always been, and 
ever will he, with me a principle, to touch as de-j 
licately as possible, upon reports said to come from 
female * , intended to affect injuriously the character 
of any one; and that, pi a correspondence like the 
present, irghly as I estimate the sex, I should never 
think of introducing than as authority. Females, 
sir, have nothing, or ought to have nothing, to do in 
f ontroversies of this kind. In speaking of the court 
martial which sat upon iny trial, I have cast no im* 

{ mtatiou or reflection upon tfie members individual- 
y who composed it [saving yourself] which re- 
quired that vou should attempt a vindication of 
their proc> edings champion as you are, and hos- 
tile as some of them may have been to me; nor 
does ttie language of my letter warrant any such 
inference. I merely meant tQ point out to you, air, 
what you appear to have been incapable of perceiv- 
ing, the indelicay of your conduct, [to say the least 
of it] in bunting me out as an object for malignant 
persecution, after having acted as one of my judges, 
and giving your voice in favor of a sentence against 
me, which I cannot avoiding repeating, was “cruel 
and ua merited.” It is the privilege, sir, of a man 
deeply injured as l have been by that decision, and 
conscious of his not deserving it, as l feel myself, to 
remonstrate against it: and I have taken the liberty 
to exercise that privilege. 

You say that “the proceedings of the court have 
been approved by the chief magistrate of our coun- 
try, that the nation approved of them, and that the 
sentence has been carried into effect.” It is true 
the president of the United States did approve of 
that sentence, and that it was carried into effect — 
full and complete effect, which I should have sup- 
posed ought to have glutted the envious and venge- 
ful disposition of your heart: but I deny that the na- 
tion lus approved of that sentence, and as an ap- 
peal appears likely to be made to them, l am willing 
to submit the question. The part you look on that 
eccaslon,it was totally unnecessary, I assure you, “to 
revive in my recollection: ” it is indelibly imprint 
ed on my mind, and can never, while I have life, be 
erased. You acknowledge you were present at the 
court of enquiry in my case, “beard ihe evidence for 
and against me, and had, therefore, formed and ex- 
pressed an opinion unfavorable to me,” and yet, 
your conscience w as made of such pliable materials, 
that, because the then “honorabfe secretary of the 
navy was pleased to insist on your serving as a mem- 
ber of the court martial, and because T did not pro- 
test against it,” you conceive that “duty constrained 
you, however unpleasant, to take your seat as a 
member,” although you were to act under the so- 
lemn sanction of an oath, to render me impartial 
justice upon the very testimony which had been 
delivered in your bearing before the court of en- 
quiry, and from which you “drew an opinion, alto - 
gelher W’fnvorable to me.” IIow such conduct can be 


reconciled with the principles of common honor and 
justice, is to me inexplicable. Under such circum- 
stances, no consideration, no power or authority on 
earth could, or ought to, have forced any liberal 
high minded man to sit in a case which he had pre- 
judged; and, to retort upon you your own expres- 
sions, you must have been “incapable of seeing the 
glaring impropriety of yoar conduct, for which, al- 
though you do not conceive yourself in any way 
accountable to mi,” I hope you will be able to ac- 
count for it with your God, and your conscience. 

You say, between you and myself, there never 
has been a personal difference, “and you disclaim 
all personal enmity towards me.” If every step 
you have taken — every word you have uttered, 
and every line you have written in relation to 
me: if your own admission of the very frequent 
and free conversations you have had respecting me 
and my conduct, “since the affair of the Chesa- 
peake,” bear not the plainest stamp of personal hos- 
tility, I know not the meaning of such terms: were 
you pat under tire influence of feelings of this sort, 
why not, in your official capacity, call me, or have 
me brought before a proper tribunal, to answer the 
charges you have preferred against rae, and thereby 
giving me a chunce of defending myself? Why 
speak injuriously of pie to junior officers, “which 
you do not deny?** Why the “many frequent and 
free conversations respecting me and my conduct,” 
which you have taken so much pains to underscore? 
Why use the insulting expression, that you “enter- 
tained and still do entertain, the opinion that my 
conduct, as an officer, since that affair, has been 
such as ought forever to bar my readtnisaion into 
the service,” and that, in endeavoring to prevent it 
“you conceive you were performing a duty you owe 
to the service, and were contributing to its respecta- 
bility?” Why the threat , that if I continued the* 
efforts you say I have been making, to be “re-em- 
ployed,” you “certainly should be constrained to 
continue the expressions of those opinions?” 

Does not all this, together with the whole tenor 
and tendency of your letter, manifest the most 
marked personal animosity against me, which an 
honorable man, acting under a sense of public duty, 
by which you profess to “have been hitherto ac- 
tuated*” would disdain even to shew, much more to 
feel? 

I shall now, sir, take up the specific charges you 
have alleged against me, and shall notice them in 
the order in which they stand. The first is one of 
a very heinous character. It is, that “I proceeded 
in a merchant brig to Pernambuco/” Could I, sir, 
during the period of my suspension, have gone any 
where in a national vessel? Could I, with what was 
due to my family, have remained idle? The sen- 
tence of the court deprived them of the principal 
means of subsistence. 1 was, therefore, compelled 
to resort to that description of employment with 
whioli I was best acquainted; and on tills subject 
you should have been silent. But you add, that 
the late capt. Lewis of the navy, who had it from a 
Mr. Goodwin, who heard it from Mr. Lyon, the Bri- 
tish consul at Pernambuco, with whom you under- 
take to say I lived, represented me as stating, “that, 
if the Chesapeake had been prepared for action, I 
would not have resisted the attack of the Leopard- 
assigning, as a reason, that I knew, as also did our 
government, that there were deserters on board the 
Chesapeake — and that I said to Mr. Lyon, further, 
that the president of the United States knew there 
were deserters on board, and of the intention of 
the British ship to take them, and that the sb i p was 
ordered out, under these circumstances, with a view 
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to bring about a • contest which might embroil the 
two nations in a war.” 

The whole of this, sir, 1 pronounce to be a false- 
hood, a ridiculous, malicious, absurd, improbable 
falsehood, which can never be credited by any man 
that does not feel a disposition to impress on the 
opinion of the public that 1 am an ideot. That 1 
should, two years after the affair of the Chesapeake, 
make such a declaration, wnen every proof that 
could be required of a contrary disposition, on the 
part of the chief magistrate, had been given, cannot 
receive credit from any one, but those thatare dis- 
posed to consider me such a characteras you would 
Te present me to be. 1 did not live with Mr. L) on, 
nor did 1 ever hold a conversation with him so inde- 
licate as the one stated in capt. Lewis s letter 
would have been. And wi h what object could 1 
have made such a communication? Mr. Lyon would 
naturally have felt a contempt for a man that would 
have suffered himself to have been made a tool of 
in so disgraceful an affair. 1 found Mr. Lyon trans- 
acting business in Pernambuco: he produced to me 
a letter from VJr. Hill, the American consul in that 
country, recommending him as entitled to the con 
fidence of his countrymen, every one of whom, in 
that port, put their business into his hands. I did 
the same, and thus commenced our acquaintance — 
he was kind and friendly to me, but never in any 
respect indelicate, as would have been, in a high 
degree, such conversation between us. Of Mr. 
Goodwin 1 know nothing. I have never seen him 
in all my life, nor do 1 conceive that his hearsay 
evidence caq be of any kind of consequence against 
me— 1 was the first that informed the president and 
the secretary of the navy, that such a letter was in 
the department, even before 1 had seen it — and, 
again, if the mere oral testimony of a British agent 
was to be considered as evidence sufficient to ar- 
raign an American officer, 1 think the navy would 
quickly be in such a state, as it might be desirable 
for their nation to place it in. As to the impressions 
made upon the mind of capt. Lewis, from Uxhiafor- 
ma ion , and the “strong remarks” he made upon 
the subject, which you huve thought proper to 
quote, they by no means establish the correctness of 
•that information — but only go to shew the eff ect it 
produced upon the mind of an individual, who 
seemsto have imbibed a prejudice against me, not 
otherwise to be accounted for, except your ac- 
quaintance with him. He is now in his grave, and 
\ am perfectly disposed there to let him rest — you 
must, however, have been hard pressed, indeed, to 
be compelled to resort to such flimsy grounds as 
those, a degree weaker than even second handed 
testimony, to support your charges against me. 
These communications, you observe, are now in the 
archives of the navy department. Of this fact, sir, 
I had long been apprised — and had you, when 
searching the records of that department for docu- 
ments to injure my character, looked a little fur- 
ther back, you would perhaps have found others 
calculated to produce a very different effect. Of 
my desire to* return to the U. States, during the late 
war, there are certificates in tiie navy department 
of the first respectability, which, if you had been 
disposed to find and quote, are perhaps lying on 
the same shelf from whence you took those that you 
appear so anxious to bring to public view; 1 mean 
my letter applying for sendee, as soon as an oppor- 
tunity offered, after the term of my suspension ex- 
pired; and one letter, above all, you should not have 
passed over unnoticed, that which you received 
from my land, of May, 1B03, addressed to the se- 
cretary of the navy, which was one of the princi 


pal causes of your obtaining the first command that 
you were ever honored with, and as you may have 
forgotten it, I will remind you, on this occasion, 
that, but little more than one month previous to the 
date of that letter, I, by my advice and arguments, 
saved you from resigning the service of your coun- 
try in a pet, because you were removed from the 
first lieutenancy of the New York, to that of se- 
cond of the Chesapeake— but all this and much 
more is now forgotten by you, yet there are others 
that recollect those circumstances, and the history 
of your conduct to me will outlive you, let my fate 
be what it may. 'I he affair of the Chesapeake did 
certainly “excite,” and ought to have excited, the 
indignant feelings of the nation towards Great Bri- 
tain; but, however it may have justified a declara- 
tion of war against that pow er, it was not, as you as- 
sert “every one admits,” one of the principal cau- 
ses of the late war. — That did not take place, sir, 
until^ve years after, when that affair had been ami- 
cably and of course honorably adjusted between 
the two nations. 1 mention this fact, not on ac- 
count of its importance, but because you laid so 
much st ess upon that “affair,” as a reason why I 
ought to have returned home during the late war, 
and to 9hew that, although it did happen to be your 
fortunate lot to have an opportunity of being in the 
formost rank, on that occasion, of which you seem 
inclined to vaunt, you are. ignorant even of the cau- 
ses which led to it. Having, in your letter of the 
dth inst. abandoned the charge of my having sailed 
under “British license,” after the commencement 
of the late war r in consequence *of information re- 
ceived by you from a gentleman entitled to the full- 
est credit, that I was not afloat* until after the peace, 
consequently the report which you noticed of my 
having sailed under British license, must be un- 
founded. I have only to remark, on this head, Hint, 
in advancing a charge against me of So serious a na- 
ture, and designed, and so well calculated as it was, 
to affect materially my reputation, not only as an 
officer of the navy, but as a citizen of the U. states, 
you should first have ascertained that it was found- 
ed on fact , and not on motor, which you so much 
harp upon — and that, upon a proper investigation, 
you would have diseoved your other accusations to 
be equally groundless. For my not returning home 
during the late war, I do not hold myself, to use 
your own expressions, “in any way accountable to 
you,” sir. It would be for the government, I should 
suppose, to take notice' of my absence, if they 
deemed it reprehensible —and they no doubt would 
have done so, hud not the circumstances of the 
case, in their estimation, justified it. — That they are 
perfectly satisfied upon this point, i have good rea- 
son to believe, and trust l shall be able to satisfy my 
country also. The president's personal conduct to 
me, and the memorial of the Virginia delegation in 
congress to him, prove how £ stand with those high 
characters, your opinion, notwithstanding, to the 
contrary. 1 deny, sir, that I ever was “urged” by 
my friends, as you in mockery term them, to return 
home during the late war, nor could it have been 
requisite for me to have been “urged” to do so by 
any one. Laying patriotism out of the question, 03 
you observers well as the reasons why you think 
“it behoves me” to adopt that course, there were 
other incentives strong enough, God knows, tu ex. 
cite a desire on my part to return — and I should 
have returned, sir, but for circumstances beyond my 
controu I, which is not incumbent on me to explain 
to you. 

Had the many opportunities really presented 
, themselves whicii you allege were “every day oo- 


Digitized by 


GoogI 



104 


NILES’ REGISTER— APRJL 8. 1820- DECATUR AND BARRON. 


x 


curriDg,”of which I might have availed myselfto re- that the small amount of my half pay was consider- 
turn to my country, in privateers or other fast sailing ed, by an officer of high rank, too much for them! 
merchant vessels, from France and other places, but You have been good enough to inform me that, on 
of which you produce no other proof than random my return to this country, iny “ effort V* as you have 
assertion, on which mo9t of your other charges retft? been pleased to call tuem, ‘to reinstate myself in the 


There were no such opportunities, as you say were 
“every-day occurring;” no, not one within my 
reach, and some considerable time after the news 
of the war arrived in Denmark, it was not believed 
that it would continue six months — but, if I had re- 
ceived the slightest intimation from the depart- 
ment that I should have been employed on my re- 
turn, I should have considered no sacrifice too 
great, ho exertion within my power should have 
been omitted t > obtain so desirable an object, as 
any mark of my country's confidence would have 
been to me in such a moment: a gun-boat, under 
my own orders, would not have been refused — but 
what hope had I, when my letter of application 
lor service was not even honored by an answer. In 
regard to the John Adams, I do not deem it proper, 
«M) this occasion, to explain my reasons for making 
the attempt tp return in that ship; but whenever i 
am called on by any person properly authorised to 
make the enquiry, I am confident that 1 shall con- 
vince them, that l had good reason to believe that 
1 should obtain a passage in her, notwithstanding 
your great knowledge on the occasion. 

You say, by absenting myself, for years, from the 
Country, without teave from the government, I 
•subjected myself to be stricken from the rolls.” 
1 knew al so, by the 10th article of the act for the 
better government of the nary, that all persons in 
the navy holding intercouse with an enemy, be- 
came subject to the severest punishment known 
to the law — and that, for these offences, as you are 
pleased to term them, “1 have not received, to 
your knowledge, even a reprimand;” but 1 pre- 
sume if I have not it is not your fault. What kind 
and humane forbearance i? this, after what f have al- 
ready endured! But, sir, as you seem to b$ so very 
intelligent upon other poiuts, pray tell pie where 
was the necessity of my asking for a furlough until 
the period of my suspension expired, or even aflt-r 
having reported myself |ur duty without being no- 
ticed. As to the charge of my holding intercourse 
with the enemy, I am at a loss to conceive to what 
you allude, and should degrade myself by giving it 
:<ny other reply than to pronounce it — if you mean 
to insinuate there was any unlawful or improper 
communication on my part with the government, or 
any individual of Great Britain, as a false and foul 
aspersion on my character, which no conduct or 
circumstance of ipy life, however it might be tor- 
tured by your malice or ingenuity, can, in any man- 
ner, justify or support — You say, also, that you do 
frno-ro “that my pay, even during my absence, was 
continued tome.** It is not the fact, sir; l never, and 
until very recently since my return, received but 
half pay. This part of your letter 1 should not 
have regarded, were it not to shew with what bold- 
ness, facility, and sang- jmid, you can make asser- 
tons unsustained by the shadow of tnuh; but, if you 
had made yourself acquainted with the circuip- 
t vimces ^relative to my half pay, you would have 
Jound that not one cent of it w’as received by me. 
The government -was so good as to pay the amount 
in my unfortunate female family, whose kindest en- 
tertainment you have frequently enjoyed. 

Poor unfortunate children! whose ancestor?, eve- 
yv man of them, did contribute every d if posable 
tilling of their property, many of them their lives, 
f.nd all of them their b*rt exertions, to estahiish the 
bidependence of their country, should row be told 


service, were known, and became a subject of con- 
versation with officers, as well as others;* and, but 
for those ‘efforts,* it 19 more than probable you would 
not have spoken of me . This would, indeed, have 
displayed a wonderful degree of lenity and cour- 
tesy on your part, of which 1 could not have failed 
.to be duly sensible. But, sir, I neg leave to ask 
how, and where, did you get your information, that 
such “efforts” were made by me -and, even admit 
they 1 were, why should \ ou alone , disclaiming, as you 
pretend to do. all « personal enmity* against me, have 
made yourself so particularly busy on the occasion? 
Was it because your inflated pride led you to be- 
lieve that the weight of your influence was greater 
than that of any other officer of the navy, or that 
you were more tenacious of its honor and ‘respecta- 
bility* than the rest of the officers were? You as- 
sure me, however, ‘that, in the interchange of 
opinion with other officers respecting me, you 
have never met with more than one who did not 
entirely concur with you in the opinion you have 
expressed of me.* Indeed! and what is the rea- 
son ? It is because, I suppose, you are most com- 
monly attended by a train of dependents, who, to 
enjoy the sunshine of your favor, act as caterers for 
your vanity; and, revolving around you like sateU 
lites , borrow their chief consequence from the coun- 
tenance you may condescend to bestow upon them. 
You, at length, arrive ,at the main point— the ‘ob- 
ject* of my letter of the 23d ultimo/which you might 
have reached by a much shorter route, and have sav- 
ed me the fatigue of being compelled, in self-de- 
fence, to travel with you so far as you have gone* 
The language of defiance, represented to have been 
used by you, ‘that you would cheerfully meet me in 
the field, and hoped 1 would yet act like a man/ 
are disavowed by you. And you further deny hay- 
ing ever invited me to the field, or expressed a 
hope that I would call you out— but you observe 
that, ‘being informed by a gentleman with whom I 
had conferred upon the subject, that I left Norfolk, 
for the seat of government, some time before our 
June correspondence, with the intention of calling 
you out, you stated to that gentleman, as yoq have 
to all others with whom you have conversed upon 
the subject, that, if I made the call, you would meet 
nie— but that, upon all scores, you would be much 
better pleased to have nothing to do with me.* I 
certainly do not exactly know who that intermed- 
dling gentleman was, with whom you say I ‘confer- 
red;* but, if I may be allowed a conjecture, I think 
I can recognize in him the self-sape officious gen. 
tleman who, l am creditably informed, originated the 
report of your having made use of the gasconading 
expressions you have disowned* In this respect I 
mayr be mistaken. Be this, however, as it may, I 
never gave him, or any other person^ to imderstand 
that my visit to Washington last spring was for the 
purpose of ‘calling you out/ nor did! go there with 
any such a view. 

How you can reconcile your affecting indiffer- 
ence towards me, in the. remark ‘that, on all scores, 
you wopld be much better pleased to have nothing 
to do with me/ with the very active part, it is gene- 
rally known, and which your own letter clearly 
evinces, you have taicvn agavvyst me, J am at a kiss 
to conceive. No, sir f you feel not so much uncon- 
cern asypu pretend and wish it to be believed you 
do, in i to the cou-’se of conduct my honor and 
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■my injuries may, in my judgment, require me to 
pursue. You lia^e a tnxuve, not to be concealed 
Yrom the world, for all you have done or said, or for 
any future endeavors you may make, to bar ray •re- 
admission ’ into the service, it is true that you have 
never given me a direct, formal and written invita- 
tion to meet you in the held, such as one gentleman 
of honor ought to send to another. But, if your own 
admissions, that you had ‘incautiously said you would 
meet me if I wished it,’ and -‘that, if you had not 
pleuged yourself, you might reconsider the subject,* 
and all this too witnoutany provocation on my part, 
or the most distant intimation from me that I had a 
desire to meet you, do not amount to a challenge, I 
cannot comprehend the object or import of such 
declarations — made, as they were, in the face of the 
■world — and to those, in particular, whom you knew 
would not ouly communicate them to me, but give 
them circulation - under all the circumstances of 
the case, 1 consider you •*" having thrown down the 
gauntlet, and 1 have no hesitation in accepting it. 
This is, however, a point which it will not be for 
me or your to decide, nor do l view it*s of any 
other importance than as respects the privilege al- 
lowed to the challenged party in relation to the 
choice of weapons, distance, 3tc. about which I feel 
jiot more fastidious,’ I assure you, sir, than you do 
— nor do I claim any advantage whatever, which 
I have no right to insist upon — could 1 stoop so low 
us to solicit any, I know you too w ell to believe 
you would have any inclination to concede them. 
All I demand is to be placed upon equal grounds 
with you -such as two honorable men may decide 
upon at Just proper. Upon the subject of duelling 
I perfectly coincide with the opinions you have ex- 
pressed. 1 consider it as a barbarous practice which 
ought to be exploded from civilized society; but, 
air, there may be causes of such extraordinary and 
aggravated insult and injury, received by an indivi- 
dual, as to render an appeal to arms, on his part, ab- 
solutely necessary; mine I conceive to be a case of 
ti at description, and I feel myself constrained, by 
every tie that binds me to society, by all that can 
make life desirable to me, to resort to this mode of 
obtaining that redress due to me at your hands, as 
the only alternative which now seems to presept 
itself for the preserv ation of my honor. 

To conclude: you say, from my manner of pro- 
ceeding, it appears to you that I have come to the 
determination to light some one, and that I have 
selected you for that purpose.’ To say nothing of 
the vanity you display, and the importance you seem 
to attach to yourself, in thus intimating that, being 
resolved to fight myself into favor, I could no other- 
wise do so than by fixing upon you, the very reverse 
of which you infer is the tact. I never wished to 
light in this way; and had you permitted me to re- 
main at rest, 1 should not have disturbed you} 1 
should haye pursued the “even tenor of my way” 
without regarding you at all. But this would not 
have suited your ambitious views. You have hunted 
me out have persecuted me with all the power 
and influence of your office, and have declared your 
determination to drive me from the navy, if I should 
make any •efforts* to be employed, and for what 
purpose, or from what other motive than to obtain 
my rank, 1 know not: if my life will give it you, you 
shall have an opportunity of obtaining it. And now, 
sir, 1 have only to add, that if you will make known 
your determination, and the name of your friend, 1 
will give that of mine, in order to complete the ne- 
cessary arrangements to a final close of this affair. 

J can make no other apology for the apparent tar- 
diness of this communication, than march to state. 


that, being on very familiar terms with my family, 
out of tenderness to their feelings, 1 have written 
under great restraint. 

I am sir, your obedient Servant, 

JAMES BARRON. 

Com. Stiphiv Dscatob. 

No. 10. 

Washington , 29 th December , 1&19. 

Sir— Y our communication of the 30th ultimo, 
reached me as 1 was on the eve of my departure for 
the north — whence I did not return till the 22d v in- 
stant. It was my determination, on the receipt of 
your letter, not to nelice it — but, upon more ma- 
ture reflection, I conceive, that as I have suffered 
myself to be drawn into this unprofitable discussion, 

1 ought not to leave the false coloring and calum- 
nies, which you have introduced into your letter, 
unanswered. You state that a much more laconic, 
reply to your letter of 23d October would have ser- 
ved your purpose. Of* this I have no doubt — and 
to have insured such an answer, you had only to 
make a laconic call. 1 had already informed you 
of the course 1 had felt myself bound to pursue re- 
specting you, and of the reasons which induced 
my conduct, and that, if you require it, I would 
overcome my own disinclination, and fight you. — 
Instead of calling me out for injuries which you 
chose to ir gist that I have heaped upon yeu,V°u 
have thought fit to enter into this war of words. 

I reiterated to you, that I have not challenged, 
nor do 1 intend to challenge you. I do not consi- 
der it essential to my reputation that 1 should no- 
tice any thing which may come from you, the more 
particularly, when you declare your sole object, ip 
wishing to draw the challenge from me, is, that 
you may avail yourself of the advantages which rest 
with the challenged. It 19 evident that you think, 
or your friends fdryou, that a fight will help you — 
but, in fightingyou wish to incur the least possible 
risk. Now, sir, not believing that a fight of this 
nature will raise me at all in public estimation, but 
may even have a contrary effect, 1 do not feel at all 
disposed to remove the difficulties that lay in our 
way. If we fight, it must be of your seeking— and 
you must take all the risk and all the inconvenience 
which usually attend the challenger, in such cases. 

You deny having made the communication to the 
British consul at Pernambuco, which capt. Lewis 
and Mr. Goodwin have represented. The man ca- 
pable of making such a communication, would not 
hesitate in denying it — and, until you can bring for- 
ward some testimony, other than your own, you 
ought not to expect that the testimony of those gen- 
tlemen will be discredited. As to the veracity of 
the British consul, 1 can prove, if necessary, that 
you have, yourself, vouched for that. 

You offer, as your excuse for no( returning to 
your country, during our war with England, that 
you had not been invited borne by the then secreta- 
ry, notwithstanding you bad written him, expressive 
of your wishes to be employed. You state^hat, if 
you “had received the slightest intimation from the 
department, that you would have been employ- 
ed on your return, you would have considered no 
sacrifice too great, no exertion within your power, 
should have been omitted to obtain so desirable an 
object.” From this, I would infer, that, in conse- 
quence of not receiving this intimation, you did 
not make the exertions in your power to return, 
and this I hold to be an insufficient excuse. You 
do not appear to have made any attempt, except 
by the way of the cartel, the Jabn Adams. You 
cannot believe, that reporting yourself to the de- 
partment at th$ distance of 4,00 0 miles, when the 
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tome conveyance which brought your letter would 
have brought yourself, will be received as evincing 
sufficient zeal to join the arms of your country — 
•and, besides, you say it was not believed, for a con- 
siderable time after the news of war arrived in Den- 
mark, that it would last six months. With those 
impressions, you must have known, that it would 
have occupied at least that time for your latter to 
have arrived at the department, you to receive an 
answer, and then repair to America. You deny 
that the opportunities of returning were frequent. 
The custom house entries at Baltimore and Nevv- 
York alone, from the single port of Bordeaux, will 
show nearly an hundred arrivals— and it is well 
known, that it required only a few days to perform 
the journey from Copenhagen to Bordeaux, by the 
ordinary course of post. You deny hUving been 
advised to return to this country, by your friends, 
during the war. Mr. Cook, of Norfolk, your rela 
tive, says he wrote to you to that effect — and Mr. 
Forbes, then our consul at Copenhagen, who is now 
at this place, says he urged you in person to do so. 

You have ebargedthe officers who concur with me 
in opinion respecting your claims to service, as 
being my satellites. I think I am not mistaken, 
when I inform you, that all the officers of our grade, 
your superiors as well as inferiors, with the excep- 
tion of one, who is your junior, concur in the opini- 
on, that you ought not to be employed again, whilst 
the imputations, which now lie against you, remain: 
nor have they been less backward than myself in 
expressing their opinions. 

Your charge of my wishing to obtain your rank, 
will apply to all who are your juniors, with as much 
force as to myself. You never have interfered with 
me in the service, and, at the risk of being esteemed 
by you a little vain, l must say, I do not think you 
ever will. Were I disposed to kill out of my way, 
as you have been pleased to insinuate, those who in- 
terfere with my advancement, there are others, my 
superiors, who I consider fairly barring my preten- 
sions — and it would serve such purpose better, to 
begin with them. Yon say, yon were the means of 
obtaining me the first command l ever had in the 
service. I deny it — I feel that 1 owe my standing in 
the service to my own exertions only. 

Your statement* ihxt yo\ir advice prevented me 
from resigning on a former occasion, is equally un- 
founded. I have never, since ray first admission 
into the navy, contemplated resigning — and instead 
of being ordered; as you state, from the 1st lieu- 
tenancy of the New- York, to the 2d of the Chesa- 
peake,commodore Chauncey,who was then flag cap- 
tain, can testify, that I was solicited to remain as 1st 
lieutenant of the flag ship— *,nd 1 should have re- 
remained as such, bad it not been for the demand 
which the government of Malta made, for the de- 
livery of the persons who had been concerned in 
the affair of honor, which led to the death of a Bri- 
tish officer. It was deemed necessary to send all the 
persons implicated in that affair, out of* the way — 
stnd 1 went borne in the Chesapeake, as a passen- 
ger. 

You have been pleased to allude to my having 
received the hospitality of your family.—' The only 
time I recollect being at your house, wsa on my ar- 
rival from the Mediterranean in the Congress, four- 
teen years past. You came on board and dined 
with me, and invited the Tunisian ambassador and 
myself to spend the evening with you at Hampton. 
I accepted your invitation. Your having now re- 
minded me of it, tends very much towards removing 
the weight of obligation I might otherwise have 
felt on this score. 


You speak of the good conduct of your ancestors. 
As your own conduct is under discussion, and not 
theirs, I cannot see how their former good charac- 
ter can serve at all your present purpose. Fortu- 
nately for our country, every man stands upon hia 
own merit. 

You state that the “Virginia delegation in con- 
gress” had presented a memorial in your favor. I 
would infer from this, that all, or the greater part of 
the Virginia delegation, had interposed in your be- 
half. This, sir, is not the fact. A few of them, I am 
informed, did take an interest in your case — but, be- 
ing informed of the charges existing against you, of 
which they were before u nap prised, they did not 
press farther your claims. From the knowledge [ 
have of the high-minded gentlemen that compose 
the Virginia delegation, if they would take the 
trouble to examine your case, I should, for my owiv 
part, be entirely satisfied to place the honor of the 
service upon their decision. 

You offer as your excuse for permitting 4 months 
to intervene between our June correspondence 
(with which, from your letter, you appeared to be 
satisfied) and your letter of the 23d October, your 
indisposition. 1 am authorised in saying that, foi^ 
the greater part of the four months, you were out 
attending to your usual avocations. 

Your offering your life to me wpuld be quite af- 
fecting, and might (as you evidently intend), excite 
sympathy, if it were not ridiculous. It will not be 
lost sight of, that your jeopardizing your life de- 
pends upon yourself, and not upon me— and is done 
with a view of fighting your own character up. I 
have now to inform you, that 1 shall pay no further 
attention to any communication you may make to 
me, other than a direct call to the field. 

Your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR., 

To commodore James Babeos, 

Hampton , Virginia, 

No. 11. 

Norfolk, January 16*A, 1820. 

Sir: Your letter of the 19th u!t. I have received* 
In it you say that you have now to inform me that 
you shall pay no further attention to any communi- 
cation that I may make to you, other than a direct 
call to the field: in answer to which 1 have only to 
reply, that whenever you will consent to meet mo 
on fair and equal grounds, that is, such as two ho-, 
norable men may consider just and proper, you are 
at liberty to view this as that call: the whole tenor 
of your conduct to me justifies this course of pro- 
ceeding on my part; as for your charges and re- 
marks, 1 regard them not; particularly your sym- 
pathy; you know not such a feeling — I cannot bo 
suspected of making the attempt to excite it. 

1 am, sir, yours, &c. JAMES BARRON. 

To com. STErsKR Decatur, 

Washington, 

No. 12. 

Washington , January 24, 1820, 

Sir: 1 have received your communication, of the 
16th, and am at a loss to know what your intention 
is. Jf you intended it as a challenge, I accept it* 
and refer you to my friend, com. Boinbridge, who 
is fully authorised by me to make any arrangement 
he pleases, as regards weapons, mode or distance. 
Your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 

Com. James Barrok. ^ 

No. 13. 

Norfolk, February 6, 1620. 

Sir: Your letter of the 29th of December found 
me confined to bed, with a violent bilious fever, and 
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t was eight days after its arrival before I was able 
to read it; the fever, however, about that time left 
me, and my convalescence appeared to promise a 
moderately quick recovery. I, therefore, wrote you 
iny note of the 16th ultimo; in t wo days after I re- 
lapsed, and have had a most violent attack, which 
bas reduced me very low, but as soon 'as l am in a 
situation to write, you shall bear from me to the 
point. 

1 am, sir, your obedient servant, ; 

JAMES BARRON. 
(2om. Stephen Dlcatuh, Washington . 

Report on Public Lands. 

{The following report made in the house of repre- 
sentatives by Mr. Anderson (of Kentucky) from 
the committee on public lands, en the petition 
of the Swiss emigrants, is published for the in 
formation of those concerned in applications of 
this or a similar nature. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Charles Henry du Pasqtiier 
and others, praying, on behalf of themselves and 
other Swiss emigrants, that congress would author- 
ize them to purchase a tract of the public land, ly- 
ing on the west of the Mississippi, an d between 
the 30th and 37lh degrees of north latitude, suffi- 
cient for a settlement of 3 or 4000 families, on 
terms more favorable than the general laws would 
permit, have had the same under considera- 
tion and report:— -That the question presented 
to tne consideration of the house, involves the 
expediency of selling the public lands to for- 
eigners on terms more indulgent than those 
which regulate the sides to native citizens. This 
committee is very sensible, that the mildness of 
our government, its wise and wholesome laws have 
produced an emigration which has gone far to in- 
crease the collective talents and industry of the 
country; some of our most distinguished citizens, as 
well as most industrious and ingenious mechanics 
are among those who have made this country their 
own by adoption. Aut it is thought that, while we 
highly appreciate these benefits we should not 
dtange the operation of the general laws of our 
country 1 6 produce the effect. So long as the free- 
dom of our institutions is preserved, and wholesome 
laws are permitted to have their ordinary effect, 
the inducements which have heretofore had their 
influence, will still be sufficiently strong to produce 
the desired emigration. It cannot be conceded 
that special provisions excepting foreigners howev- 
er meritorious from the operation of general laws, 
And giving them advantages which are denied to 
the citizens, can be founded in good policy. It is 
a peculiarity eminently honorable to our country, 
that the native of Europe po?esses, in the acquisi- 
tion of the soil here, the same advantages which an 
American citizen does; to give him more, would 
produce a distinction not only invidious, but most 
unjust. When the law is now equally open to both, 
it would be a perverted use of charity-to give to 
the stranger a facility which we deny to the citizen. 

It is probable that, during the present session of 
congress, the mode of selling the public lands will 
be so altered, as to demand a cash payment of each 
purchaser. Every reason which could influence 
congress to make that change would forbid this 
committee from proposing to sell a large quantity 
on a credit still more distant than the present law’s 
contemplate. If the public interests should be 
thought to require a system still more rigorous than 
tbe one which now prevails, and this too against 


petitions of a great number of your citizens, and 
the memorials of the legislatures ot several of the 
| southern and western slates, it would indeed bean 
assumption of high responsibility on the part of this 
committee, to recommend, in obedience to the 
prayer of the present petitioners, that indulgence to 
them, which the expected bill will deny to your 
j own citizens. 

The establishment of a community of foreigners 
within our country, secluded by their habits, man- 
ners, and language, from an intimate association 
with the great body of our citizens, cannot be an 
event so desirable as to justify adi parture fiom the 
general law An unrestrained intercourse with 
the body ot the American yeomanry, affords to the 
emigrant the best, and probably the only means of 
acquiring an intimate knowledge of our laws and 
institutions; a knowledge.wlnch is not only neces- 
sary to give him i he full enjoyment of his situation, 
but is necessary to render him a valuable and safe 
citizen to the commonwealth. It is believed that, 
if a large settlement wa» formed, exclusively ol fo- 
reign families, the most of whom, our language 
would of course be unknown, many years would 
elapse before that general intercourse would take 
place, beyond the boundarie s of their own commu- 
nity, which would be essential to give to them full 
possession of American principles and character; 
and it is by no means certain, tuat time would in 
such cases ever have the etiect ofefltlirely destroy- 
ing their foreign character. Wnile dien, this com- 
mittee rejoice in every opportunity of communicat- 
ing the blessing of their country to their European 
brothers, they believe that it can be safely done, 
only wiien they enjoy them by indiscriminate as- 
sociation. 

The petitioners have (many of them) been here- 
tofore engaged in manufactures; and they rely for 
much of the support, which they expect to receive 
upon the stock of manufacturing skill and industry, 
which they promise to introduce. They have ex- 
hibited before the committee some boautiful and 
very satisfactory specimens of their ingenuity and 
skill, particularly in silk and cotton goods. 'Your 
committee felt the full force of this appeal, and 
very frankly state that, if any petition of a similar 
character can be acceptable to the house, this de- 
serves to be so. Without referring to the known 
character of the Swiss peasantry, a settlement in 
the state of Indiana, of emigrants from Switzerland, 
give strong evidence, that a colony established un- 
der the auspices of the present petitioners, would 
be characterized by industry and unoffemlingsub- 
mission to the laws. They resist the application, 
however, on the grounds they have stated. The 
terms of sale held out by the present laws are of 
the most indulgent kind; and if the public interests 
should even justify a relaxation from them, it is 
confidently believed that it should be in favor of 
American citizens. 

In answer to that part of the petition which dc' 
dares, that one of the principal objects is “the do- 
mestic manufacture of cotton, wool, flax and silk,” 
the committee will only say, that it may well be 
considered, how far it would comport with sound 
policy to give a premium for the introduction of 
manufactures at the moment, when, by the almost 
unanimous declaration of our manufacturers, it is 
said, they cannot live without farther protection. 

The committee therefore recommend to the 
house the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought 
not to be granted. 
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Foreign Articles. ** ce God »” he is reported to have said, “God is 

9 but a name. He has never been seen upon earth.” 

great britaiw ahd iRXLARS. He appeared perfectly cool and tranquil, firm to his 

London date* of Feb . 24. crime and careless of what they could do to him. 

Private information was given to the civil power Later. The duke of Berri was interred with 
of the existence of an association of ruffians, whose gTeat ceremony - more than 100,000 persons attend* 
object it was to massacre the whole of the British ed his funeral, and all the shops in Pans were shut 
ministry at once, when assembled at what is called up. Since bis assassination, 51 persons have been 
* “cabinet dinner!” All things being in readiness, arrested on informations lodgedagainstthcm, among 
certain officers proceeded, on the evening of the them a fruit woman, said to have been the mistress 
23rd of Feb. to the place designated as their ren- of the assassin, who has made important disclosures, 
desvous, which was in a loft, to which the only ac- Count Simeon has^een appointed minister of tho 
cess was by a ladder. They found the people as- interior in the place of I)e Cazes. 
scmbled and charged upon them. The lights were The English residents in France, are described as 
extinguished, and a dreadful scuffle ensued in the- having, in numerous instances, demanded passports 
dark. The police officers were supported by some to leave that country: yet the French funds were 
of the military. One of the former was stabbed and rising. 

killed on the spot, and for a considerable time Royal ordinance . 

there was a sharp discharge of fire arms, on both Louis by the grace of God, king of ‘ France and 

sides. — The officers and military gained the ascen- Navarre. 

dancy, and then the conspirators began to effect Wishing to confer on count de Cazes a testimony 
their escape, by a back window. They were sup- of our satisfaction with his services, with the zeal 
posed at first to have amounted to 25 men, of whom and fidelity of which he has given us proofs on the 
only 9 were then taken, whose names are given in most trying occasions, and likewise with his attach- 
the’ papers. The famous Arthur Thistlewood was ment to our person and family, we have ordained 
among those who escaped — 1000/ reward was of- and do ordain as follows: 

feredfor him. He was yvell known as the editor of Art. 1. Count de Cazes, peer of France, minis* 
the “Black Bwarf,” and tak**n the next day, with ter of state, is nominated a duke, to enjoy for him* 

mje or two others. They appear to have been in self and his descendants in a direct line from male 

the very act of setting out to exeeute their pur- to male, according to the order of primogeniture, 
pose, at the e m of Harrowby’s, where it is said that I the honors and prerogatives attached to that rank, 
Thistlewood was to have gained the entrance into with the obligation of conforming to the laws of the 
the house as the hearer of a public despatch, that kingdom, and particularly to the disposition of our 
the rest were to have rushed into the diningroom, ordinance of August 19, 1815. 
provided with*hand-grenades and completely arm- Art. 2. Our minister secretary of state in the de- 
ed, and to have massacred all present, &c. partment of foreign affairs is charged with the ex- 

If this be not a contrivance and manufacture of ccution of the present ordinance. Given at our pa- 
*he ministry (and we know that some things almost lace of the Tuilleries, Feb. 20, 1820. 
as bad have been contrived ly them, at different (Signed) LOUIS, 

times, to accomplish their purposes,) we have rare- ■ (Countersigned) PASQUIER. 

ly heard of any thing more truly horrid in its cha ??The king has appointed the duke de Cazes his 
racter. Their room wa9 filled with muskets, pis- ambassador to the court of London, 
tols, blunderbusses, swords, pikes, &c. and well The duke of Richelieu is appointed minister of 
supplied with ammunition. Several of the officers state and president Gf the council of ministers, 
who arrested them, as well as two or three of the spaif. 

military, were wounded. We have still later accounts from Spain. The 

We have accounts of fresh mobs at Brandon, in facts stated in our last, as to the patriots being !n 
Ireland— but they do not appear to have any poli- possession of Algesiras, St. Roque and Malaga, ap- 
peal object. ’ pear to be amply confirmed. Their numbers were 

Later. By an arrival at New York, London papers increasing, at the last date estimated at 25,000 
to the 2nd of March have been received. men, amply supplied with every thing they wished 

Parliament was prorogued by commission, on the tbr, and under the best discipline— well paid, well 
28th Feb. clothed and with plenty of *rms and ammunition* 

The late conspiracy is spoken of as having beer* all at the cost of the king, whose property they 
a long meditated affair, but we have not -any addi- had made very free with, though they carefully ra- 
tional particulars. A convention of radical dele- spected the rights of private individuals. A party 

gates were arrested at Glasgow; and it is intimated of them had had a battle with the royalists near the 

that evidence has been obtained of a project for a Isla— the latter were defeated with the loss ot 1000 
simultaneous rising early in March. men, and the remainder, 2000, immediately joined 

The queen is soon expected to arrive in En^land^ them. The spirit is spreading; Valenci a is said to have 
Bands of “Ribbond men,” sometimes amounting to commenced * revolution, and other provinces were 
1,000 persons, are committing dreadful depreda- about to follow. The king, it was reported had 
tionsin some parts of Ireland. said that rather than acknowledge a constitutional 

Stock*— March 1. 3 per cent consols 68 1-2 3-8; government he would abandon the kingdom, and 
American 1-2 to 66; do. 6’*, 100 to 102; U. S. five on his private fortune. It was not known at 
bank shares 21/7* 6 d. Gibraltar on the 2oth of Feb. that Cadiz had aur- 

vrafcx. rendered to the patriots. It probably still adhered 

The body of the duke of Berri was laid out in to Ferdinand, 
state. It was thought that on the 15th of Feb. the We have a report that Catalonia and Galiciaand 
apartment was visited by 30,000 persons. Louvel, several other provinces, have publicly declared fur 
his assassin, was also brought there -and under- the constitution, 
went an examination. He denied that he had any soctr America. 

accompdc.'fl — to a question, “If justice to man can- The Spanish 74, San Telmo, which sailed from 
n irnlnre you to sp'*ak the truth, think on the jus- Cadiz was supposed to have foundered* haviijg 
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been left making much water, and rudder lost, by 
* ship arrived at Callao from Cadiz with a cargo 
worth 7, 500,000 dollars.* She got into Callao dur- 
ing an absence of seven days of lord Cochrane’s 
squadron, which went to a small port at the south 
to repair damages, sustained in an unsuccessful at- 
tack. The frigate Prueba had escaped from Callao, 
and gone to Guyaquil. 


CONGRESS. 

Ur THS 8KVATZ. 

March 30. We have already given, in page 95, 
the yeas and nays of the senate, on rejecting the 
bankrupt law. The following was the state of the 
votes on a proposition to postpone the bill to the 
fiext session — * 

YEAS-Mcun. Barbour, Eaton, Johntoo, of Ken. Johmon, of 
l * mu King, of A lab. Lake, Logs* Macon, Marti II, Noble, Palmer, 
Pleamnu, Moggies Smith, Taylor. Walker, of Alab. Walker, of 
Gen. Williams, of Tenn. Wilson— 19. 

NAYS— Messn. Brown, Burn!. Dana, Dickerson, Edwards, El* 
liet, Gaitlard. Hunter, King, of N. Y. Laarnan, Lowrie, Melleo, 
Otis, Parrot, Pinkney, Roberts. Sanford, Stokes, Ticbeuor, Trim* 
hie. Van Dyke, William*, of Miss.— tt. 

March 31. The senate spent considerable time 
on the bill providing summary process for the col- 
lection of debts due the United States by defaulters, 
fee. Postponed until Monday. 

Mr. Otis moved a reconsideration of the bankrupt 
bill, which was yesterday indefinitely postponed. 

In the debate on this subject, Mr. Ain?, of N. Y. 
said, if there was any possibility, on a revision of the 
subject, of coming to a favorable conclusion, it 
ought to be tried. We, said Mr. K. have given to 
gentlemen on the other side evidence of a willing- 
ness to afford relief to one part of the country; and 
have passed a hill extending a liberal indulgence 
[to the purchasers of public lands. ] Even in regard 
to the large and embarrassing debt due in Alabama, 
there was a disposition to afford relief He refer- 
red to the extent of the distress which demanded 
relief from the bankrukt act, and to the manner in 
wlil.*.h that distress was incurred, to shew that it was 
eminently entitled to the favorable consideration of 
the senate. One remark he would add, on the sub- 
ject— it was, that for the 3 years succeeding the late 
war, one half of the money arising from importa- 
tions had gone into the treasury of the nation — the 
government lost nothing — yet itwastheso very im- 
portations that brought ruin on many of those who 
now solicited the relief of this act. 

Mr. Bing, of Alab. was in favor of a bankrupt law, 
if confined to the trading part of the community. He 
beleived it proper to give them the relief asked for; 
it was due to them on account of the debts which 
they owed abroad, and which no other means would 
relieve them from; and^as foreign debtors could by 
their bankrupt laws free themselves from debts due 
to our merchants, justice required that the latter 
should have the same privilege when misfortunes 
rendered it desirable. He could not, however, vote 
for a system similar to that which had been reject- 
ed, extending it to all classes — it would be extreme- 
ly injurious, if not ruinous, to the planters and ferm- 
ent to be subjected to the operation of sueh a sys- 
tem. 

'* f.e question being taken on the motion for re-* 
consideration, it wasdeoidedin the negative, by yeas, 
a’ if* .lavs. .*5! follow*: 

YE ti- M.ur*. Burrtft. Dint, Di^kmoa, Elliot, Hunter, King, 
of Alfih. Ki g, of N Y. Linmm. M-Ilrn. Ot»», Parrott, SaodfunL 
St«k richer**-. TrimMe, Van Dyke, William*, of Mm. -17. 

NAYS — Vtntr*. Eaton, Gaillard, Johnaon, of Keo. Johnson, of 


•So in our copy— It is certainly wrong; possiblv, 
1 ,500,000 dollars. 


Loo. Lc ak t , Logan, Lowrie, Macon, Morril, Palmer, Pleasant*. 
5 obei £ , ..? u *S k, l Thom * s ' Walker, of Alab} Walker, of 

Geo. Williams, of Tenn. Wilson— 10. 

After some other business, the senate adjourned 
to Monday. 

April 3. The senate resumed the consideration 
of the bill providing summary process for the reco- 
very of debts due by defaulters, fee. to the govern- 
ment. 

An amendment, offered by Mr. Barbour , Was or- 
dered to be printed, and the bill postponed until to- 
morrow. 

The senate then took up the resolution submitted 
by Mr. Johnson , of Ky. on the 29th ult. to enquire 
into the expediency of giving to the district of Co- 
lumbia a delegate on the floor of Congress. 

After some remarks of Mr. Johnson, in fevor, and 
of Mr. Bing, of N. Y. in opposition to the motion, it 
was agreed to— ayes 15, noes 14. Mr. Bing thought 
that this matter, as on$ of delicacy, should first be 
agitated in the other house — as the delegate, if au- 
thorised, would take his seat there. 

Mr. Pleasants, from the committee on naval af- 
fairs, communicated to the senate a document, con- 
taining a plan (by lieut. . Katnage, of the navy) for 
the defence of the commerce, and the protection of 
the revenue of the United States in the Gulf of 
Mexico, near the river Mississippi; which was read 
and ordered to be printed. 

The senate resumed, as in committee of the 
whole, the bill more effectually to provide for the 
punishment of crimes against the United States, and 
for other purposes, (to revise and embody in one 
act various penal laws of the United States.) 

The bill — consisting of thirty -three printed fblio 
pages, and embracing a great mas* of detail— was 
read through, and some progress made in the consi- 
deration of its provisions: when 

The senate adjourned. 

April 4. The senate were occupied almost the 
whole sitting, and until a late hour, on the amend- 
ments reported to the civil appropriation bill, by 
the committee of finance, and those offered to it by 
others. The bill has been ordered to a third read- 
ing as amended. 

April 5. The bill from the house, making appro- 
priations for the centre buildings of the capitol, 
was passed, with an appropriation of g2,400 to 
make certain alterations In the senate chamber. 

The civil appropriation bill was also read a third 
time, as amended, passed and sent to the house 
of representatives for concurrence in the amend- 
ments. 

The senate took up the bill more effectually to 
provideforthe punishment of certain crimes against 
the United States, (consolidating the penal act* of 
the union) - when, 

On motion of Mr. Wilson , made on the ground that 
there was not at this session time enough to spare 
for properly considering the numerous provisions 
of this long bill, it was postponed to a day beyond 
the session, without objection. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the better organization of the treasury de- 
partment, (providing summary process for the re- 
covery of debts due by defaulters, fee.) 

It was finally ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, by yeas and nays — yeas 28, nays 8. 

Some time was spent in executive business — and 
I the senate adjourned. 

UOUSZ OP H*?HK»F.!fTATITM. 

'Thursday, March 30. The bill from the senate, 
further to suspend, for a limited time, the sale or 
forfeiture of binds for non-payment of the monies 


Digitized by kjooole 



110 


NILES’ REGISTER— APRIL 8, 1820— CONGRESS. 


due therefor, was read a third time — [And finally 
passed.] 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, (Mr. Campbell* m the chair) ou the bill from 
the senate for the relief of certain persons who 
have paid duties on certain goods imported into 
Castine. 

This bill embraces a case, in which, on the rc-de- 
livery of Castine to the United States ut the close of 
the late war, certain foreign goods were found there 
and duties thereon were levied by the collector of 
the United States, though the same goods had pre- 
viously paid the duties levied thereon by the Bri- 
tish authorities. Most of tiie persons concerned re - 
sisted the payment demanded by the United States 
officers; and, by a recent decision of the supreme 
court, they are exempted from the payment, on the 
ground of national law. Some, however, did pay 
their bonds; and this bdl proposes, in order to place 
them on the same footing as those who resisted the 
payment, to refund from the treasury the amount 
of those bonds. 

The discussion resulted in the committee’s ris- 
ing and reporting the bill, and obtaining leave to 
sit again. 

Several bills, chiefly of a private nature, were or- 
dered to a third reading. 

Friday* March 31. Mr. A. Smyth* from the com- 
mittee on military affairs, who were instructed to 
enquire into the expediency of providing for the 
payment for a gun and gun-carriage, taken by the 
•nemy at the battle of North-Point * on the 12th of 
September, 1814, made an unfavorable report there- 
on; which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Randolph made a motion that the house should 
adjourn — in respect to the day, (Good Friday) — 
negatived, only about 20 rising in favor of it. 

The bill for the relief of Delisle, Dudley, and Van 
Cleef, being read the third time, and the question 
stated on its passage, 

Mr. Cocke moved that the bill be indefinitely post- 
poned. 

[ThU is a case in which the forfeiture has been 
incurred by the importation of six domestic servants 
(slaves) by a captain of a vessel from a foreign port, 
he being officially assured, by the consul of the U. 
States resident there, in writing, that there was no- 
thing in the laws of the United States forbidding 
the importation of family slaves, by a person im- 
porting himself into the United States. The bill 
proposes a remission of the forfeiture thus incurred, 
without any intent to violate the law.] 

The motion to postpone, brought ou a debate of 
considerable extent on the merits of the bill — in 
which Messrs. Slocnmb * Foot* Settle * M' Lane* Smith * 
of Md. Brush* Tomlinson , Whitman, Storrs * Trimble , 
JR he a* Fuller* Taylor and Livermore , took part . 

The question on indefinite postponement was, at 
length decided in the negative, 89 to 67. 

A doubt was then suggested by Mr. Barbour* whe- 
ther congress possessed the power to remit that 
portion of the forfeiture which by law accrues to 
the informers or prosecutors of the alleged offence, 
and whether the bill therefore did not in this re- 
spect require a limitation to that portion of the pe- 
nalty which accrued to the United States. 

Hereupon further debate took place; and a mo- 
tion was made by \lr. Pindall to recommit the bill, 
with instructions so to ameqd it as to remit only 
that portion of the forfeiture which has accrued to 
the use of the United States; which motion was de- 
cided affirmatively, by a vote of 64 to 52. 

Bight bills of a private nature were read the third 
time and passed. 


The house then proceeded, on motion of Mr. Bat* 
hour * to the consideration of the amendment report- 
ed by a select committee to the bill to amend the 
revolutionary pension Jaw. 

Several amendments were proposed and negativ- 
ed— among them one to place the officers and #•/- 
diers of the revolutionary army on the same footing, 
as to the amount of pension — for it 62, against it 89, 
The yeas and nays were as follows; 

YEAS— Metis*. Alexander, Archer, Md. Arrhcr, Va. Ball. Btr- 
buur, Beecher, Brevard. Broun. Bryan, Bu< on. Burwcll, Camp- 
bell, Caunon, Cobh, Cockt. Cook, Craft*. Cr**l irt), Cntiihert. Da- 
vidson, Earle, Edward*, ol N. C. Floyd, Fqlg r. Gro*s Peoiu Hall, 
of N. C. Hauitl, Hendricks, Hooka, McCoy, McCreary, McL» an, 
of Keo. Marohand, Mrteali; H. Moore, Over street, Parker, of Va. 
Pluimr, Reed. Rich, Richards, Richmond, Robertson, Rots. Saw- 
yer, S tile, Shaw, Sloan, Slocnmb, B. Smith, of Vs t Smith, N. C. 
Southard. St« mis, Strong, of Vi. Strother, Swear ngcn,Tarr, Trr- 
rell, Tompkins, Tucker, of S. C Worker, William*, of N. U-^2, 

NAYS-M»«t». Ami*’!, Adams, Ali n, of N. Y. Allen, of feoo, 
Anderaoo, Baldwin. Bateman, Bavly, Bloomfield, Roden, Bnwh r 
Buffom. Butler, of Lou. Case, Clageti, Clark, Culpepper, Cush- 
man, Darlington, D; witt Dickinson. Dawae, Eddy, Edwards, of 
Con. Fay, Foot. Ford, Ponvat, Fuller, Fullerton, Hack 1y. Ha II, 
of N. Y. Hall, ol Del. Hardin, Hitnhman, Mill. Holmes. II <is tetter, 
Jones, of Va. Jones, of Tenn. Kendall, K-nt, Kinsey, Kinsley, La- 
ihrop. Little, Lincoln, Linn, Livermore, Lowndes, Maclay, Mo- 
Lane. of D*l. Mallary, Mason, Mrech, Meigs, Mercer, S. Moore, 
MoneJl, Morton, Murray, Neale, Nelson, of Mass. Nelson, of Va. 
Newton. Park<T, of Mass. Patterson, Pbilson, Pindall, Pitcher* 
quark's, Rhaa, Rogers, Russ, Sampson, Siltby, Smith, N. J. Smith, 
Md. A. Smyth, of Va. Strung, oC N.' Y. Taylor, Tomlinson, Tracy, 
Tyler, Van Rensselear, Wallace, Wendover, Whitman, Wood— 89. 

Mr. Cannon* under the impression that the ser- 
vice of the militia had been of as much importance, 
and their sacrifices as great at least as tho$e of the 
continental soldiers, moved to amend the bill by ad- 
ding anew sectiou,the object of which was to em- 
brace in the provisions of the pension) law the of- 
ficers and soldiers of the militia who actually serv- 
ed for months during the revolutionary war. 

Mr. Hardin suggested that the proposition of ihe 
gentleman from Tennessee w’as incomplete. He 
ought to have connected with it, provisions for a 
direct tax or internal duties, which would be the 
necessary consequence of a measure that would add 
full five million to the present amount of expendi- 
tures under the pension act. 

Mr. Cannon said, he would tell the gentlemen, if 
congress went on with their present enormous ex- 
penditures, he should be ready, yithout this provi- 
sion, for a direct tax. He placed his motion, he 
said, on the grounds of equality and justice, which 
appeared to him to sustain it. 

The morion was negatived — only 5 or 6 rising in 
favor of it. 

Mr. Campbell moved an amendment, that no ap- 
plication for a pension should be received after the 
first day of June, 1820. Negatived. 

Mr. Stivlher then moved to strike out the whole 
of the bill, excepUhe enacting clause, and to inserf 
in lieu of it a provision for the total repeal of the re- 
volutionary pension law. 

Mr. S. said he voted for the law, without foresee- 
ing the extent of its operation. Being convinced, 
now, that its benefits were not equal to its expen* 
siveness, he made the best reparation he could to 
the country, by moving its repeal. 

This motion was also negatived, for it 32, against 
it 122. 

Several propositionsto affect the general amount 
&c. of the pensions were ncgntiv.d, Finally the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
mg. 

Saturday * April 1. Several reports on private 
claims were received, &c. 

The bill from the senate, apportioning the repre- 
sentation in the next congress, from the states of 
Massachusetts and Maine, was reported by Mr. 
Hhlmes * from a select committee, without amend- 
ment, ordered to be read a tiprd time, to-day, was 
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•read accordingly, passed and returned to the se* 
nate. 

Mr. Randolph moved to postpone all the orders of 
the day to take up the bill For the relief of the wi- 
dow and children ef the late com. Perry— nega- 
tived, 58 for, 64- against it. 

The engrossed bill to amend the revolutionary 
pension law, was read the third time, and the ques- 
tion stated on its passage. 

Hereupon considerable debate enBued. Differ, 
ent gentlemen were influenced by different opi- 
nions, as appeared on a motion for its indefinite 
postponement, which was negatived by yeas and 
nays— yeas 63, nays 96. 

The amendment desired by Mr. Barbour was 
adopted by the house, by general consent, and ob- 
viated the necessity of recommitting it: and was, to 
insert a provision that, in those cases where any 
person who had relinquished a pension (as many in- 
iralid pensioners have) to take the benefit of the 
met of March 18, 1818, should be excluded from its 
benefit by the operation of tins bill, the said person 
shall be forthwith restored to the pension list from 
which he had'been transferred. 

The bill w«s then passed by the following vote: 

YEAS— Mmrf, Alexander. Andmon, Archer of Maryland, Arch- 
er ofVa. Bill, Barbour, Beecher. BJoomft. Id, Brrvard. Brown. Bry- 

Burton, BurwHI, Bntlrr. of N H- Cannon. Cobh, Cocke, Craw- 
ford. Crowell Culpepper. Cuthbert. Darlington, Davjdaon, Dick- 
inson. Earle, Eddy, Edwards, of N. C. Fisher, Floyd, Folger, Foot, 
Forrest. Fullerton, Garnett, Hall, of N. Y. Hazard. Heodrieka, Her- 
sick, I looks, Ho* tetter, Jones, ofTen. Joncs,of Va. Kinsey, Lowndes, 
Lyman, Maclay. Me Coy, M’ Lean, of Ken. Metcalf, Newton, (Her- 
at reet. Parker, of Va. Patterson, Philson, Rankin, Reed, Rhea.Rich* 
ards. Rohertsoir. Ross, Russ, Sampson, Settle, Sloeumb, Smith, of 
Md. B. Smith, of Va. A. Smyth, of Va. Smith, of N. C. Southard, Stro- 
ther. Tarr. Terrill, TomKnsoo, Tompkins, Trimble, Tucker, of Va. 
Tucker of S. C. Tyler, Warfield, Williams of N. C.-80. 

NAYS— Messta. Adams, Allei , of Mass. Allen, of N. Y. Allen of 
Tenn. Baldwin, Bateman. Havly. Boden. Brush, Buffuro, Case, 
«tageit, Clark. Cook. Crafts, Culbreth, Cushman, Dtwitt, Dowse, 
Edwards, of Con. Edwards, of Peon. Fay. Fuller. Gross, N. Y. 
Gross, of Penn. Haekh-y. Hall, of Del. Hardin, Hemphill, Hihsh- 
«nai»,Hil|. Holmes, KiumUII. Kent. Kinsley. Lathrop. Lincoln, Linn, 
L4 v.-rmorr, McCreary, Miliary, Mason. Meigs. R. Monre.S. Moore, 
Mom-11, Muitou, Moseley. Murray, N< -a l*-, N* Ison, of Mass. Neluin, 

Va. Ptirker. of Mast. Phelps, Pindall. Pitcher. I’lumvr. Rioh, R» 

? r>. SilsVe, Sloan, Stevens, Storrt. Strong, of N. Y. Swi anTigen, 
iaj >or. Tracy, Van Rensaelaer, Wallace, Wendover, Whitman, 
Wood. — 71. 

The bill was ordered to be sent to the senate for 
concurrence; and 

The house adjourned. 

[It appears to us that this vote should not be con- 
sidered as conclusive of the opinions of the mem- 
bers generally, as to the principle of pensions of the 
soldiers of the revolution, in need of the same. 
Some wished to abrogate the law altogether, others 
wished it to stand as it was, — some were in favor of 
explaining its intent and meaning more clearly, and 
others thought that the provisions of this bill were 
better than none — and to forth . ] En. Rf.o. 

Monday , .April 3. Mr. Pindall , of Virginia, offer- 
ed for consideration the following resolution, in 
support of which he made some remarks, referring 
to the current report that an act of the description 
therein referred to had recently passed the legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania* 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
Instructed to procure and transmit to this house, as 
soon as practicable, a copy of such late act or acts of 
the Pennsylvania legislature as prohibit or restrain 
the justices, aldermen, or other magistrates or offi- 
cers of that state from interposing in the apprehen- 
sion or surrender of fugitive slaves, [or from carry- 
ing into effect the act of congress, entitled' ‘An act 
respecting fugitives from justice and persons es- 
capirg fiom the service of their masters,” passed 
on the l?:h of February, 1793.] 

Mi\ J/adca, of Pennsylvania, suggested, that, if 
tL-s object of the motion was only to obtain a copy 


of the act, the latter clause of the resolve was unne- 
cessary — and he wished to see it expunged, because 
he did not think that any act had passed the legis- 
lature, prohibiting the state officers from carrying 
into effect the act of congress. 

To obviate this objection, Mr. Pindall consented 
to modify his motion bo as to omit the clause with- 
in brackets, at the close of the above resolve. 

The resolve was then amended, on ’ motion, by 
adding to the end of the resolution the words fol- 
lowing: “ Provided , any such act or acts shall have 
been passed' 9 

Mr. S. Moore , then moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; which motion was opposed by Mr. Stro- 
ther and it was negatived, and 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The committee of the whole was discharged from 
the further consideration of the bill for the relief 
of certain persons who had paid duties at Castine, 
and it was referred to the committee of ways and 
means with certain instructions. 

The bill for the relief of Delisle, Dudley, and 
Van Cleef, providing for the refnisslon of a forfeit- 
ure incurred by an accidental importation of six 
slaves, in the brig Sally, was read a third time; and 
the yeas and nays on its passage being required by 
Mr. Tracy , were as follow: 

For the bill, 85 

Against the bill. 73 

So the bill was passed, and sent to the 'senate for 
concurrence in the amendment, which limits the 
remission to so much of the forfeiture as accrues te 
the United States. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Taylor , of New York, in the chair, 
on the state of the union; and 

The committee proceeded to the consideration 
of the following resolutions, which were some days 
ago submitted by Mr. Clay on Tuesday, the 28th 
ult. See last number, page 95. Mr. C. spoke an 
hour and a half in support of these resolutions ge- 
nerally, and Mr. Lovmdes commenced a speech in 
reply. The committee rose at a late hour; 

And the house adjourned. 

Previously to the rising of the committee, Mr. 
Clay submitted the following resolves, with an inti- 
mation that, should the btisinesss of the house per- 
mit, he should call them up at a future day: 

Resolved , That it is expedient to provide by law 
a suitable outfit and salary for such Minister or min- 
isters, as the president, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate, may send to any of the 
governments of South America which have estab- 
lished and are maintaining, their independence on 
Spain. 

Resolved , that provision ought to be made for re- 
questing of the president of the United States, to 
cause to be presented to the general the most 
worthy find distinguished, in his opinion, in the 
service of any of the independent governments of 
South America, the sword which was given by the 
viceroy of Lima to captain Biddle, of the Ontario, 
during his late cruize in the Pacific, and which is 
now in the office of the department of state, with 
the expression of the wish of the congress of 
the United States that it may be employed in the 
support and preservation of the liberties and inde- 
pendence of his country. 

The house ad journed at 5 o'clock. 

Tuesday, .April 4. Mr. Smith, of Maryland, from 
the committee of ways pnd means, to which was 
yesterday recommitted, with instructions, the bill 
from the sena-c “for the relief of certain persons 
who have paid duties on goods imported into Cas- 
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tine/* reported the same with amendments; which, 
with the bill, were ordtfted to lie on the table. 

Mr. Anderson submitted for consideration the fol- 
lowing* resolution: 

Unsolved, That a sum not exceeding one hun- 
dred thousand dollars be appropriated for the puis 
chase of stock in the Kentucky Ohio canal company, 
engaged for the purpose of cutting a canal around 
the falls of the Ohio river, at Louisville. 

The resolution was read, and a motion was made 
that it be committed to the committee of the whole 
to which is committed the bill providing for the 
preservation and repair of the Cumberland road. 
[Agreed to]. 

On motion of Mr. Fuller , it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instfUcted to enquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the investigation of the claims of| 
individuals upon the United States, by petition o/| 
right, or other proper process, in thp district or cir- 
cuit courts, or in Some tribunal to be established 
for that purpose, so as to ensure a speedy decision 
of such claims, upoa the principles of justice and 
equity. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Taylor in the chair, on the 
resolutions submitted by Mr. C/ay, respecting the 
treaty -making power, and particularly respecting 
the treaty with Spain, yet unratified by Spain. 

Mr. Lowndes concluded bis remarks, going to' 
shew why the resolutions should not be acted on. 
He spoke for about half an hour. 

Messrs. Archer and Trimble supported the re- 
solves- Messrs. Anderson, Rhea and Brush spoke in 
•ppositiou to them, and Mr. Clay rejoined. 

Wednesday, Apiil 5. On the motion of Mr. Mur. 
ton, a committee was appointed to enquire into the 
expediency of providing for an earlier commence- 
ment of the next session of congress than at the 
stated period. 

The bill (as amended), for the relief of certain 
persons at Castine, was ordered to be read a third 
time. 

Much time was spent in considering the amend 
ments of the senate to the annual military appro 
priation bill. 

[There are two amendments: the first increasing! 
the appropriation for clothing from 300,000 to 
430,000 dollars: — and the second increasing that 


with the consent of the senate, to'be envoy extra- 
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the court 
of Russia, in the place of Mr. Campbell, resigned. 

Fires. The new theatre at Philadelphia, a roigh^ 
ty pile of buildings, with its contents, was entire- 
ly consumed on Sunday night last. The progress 
of the flames was so rapid and the heat so intense* 
that all efforts to save it were fruitless. Several 
adjacent houses werie much injured. There must 
have been a vast body of flame. It seems- indubi- 
table that this was the work of an incendiary — the 
fire was put to an adjoining building, which commu- 
nicated with the theatre. 

A valuable building, at Georgetown, Dietrict of 
Col. occupied by maj. John Peter, and owned by 
H. Foxall, esq. was consumed by fire on Saturday 
night last, with its contents. Aggregate loss esti- 
mated at from 20 to 25,000 dollars. 

United States bank stock. In the Ryots rxM of' 
Sept. 18, 1819 — see last volume, page 33, we pub- 
lished a curious article headed “how to get it up th e? 
ladder," in which the stock of this bank, as report- 
ed daily in the newspapers, was laughably raised* 
up te par, without, except in one solitary case, its 
being even said that a sale had been effected!— The 
present quoted price of the stock i9 from 92 J to 
94 — what the real price is we do not know. The 
National Intelligencer expresses surprise at this 
depression of price, seeing that the U. S. sir per 
cent, stocks are at about four per cent a no vs par. — 
We do not discover any reason for surprise in thir, 
for reasons that must be familiar to every body, 
tliough the United States must pay 750,090 dollars 
to the bank, as interest on our J per cent. stock in it, 
“for nothing at all.** 

Death warrants, for the execution of John P. Fer- 
guson and Israel Denny, t\vo of the persons con- 
victed of piracy and now confined in Baltimore 
jaii, have been received by the marshal of the dis- 
trict of Maryland. They are to be'executed on the 
13th inst. 

The steam boat Columbus from New Orleans to 
Shippingport, was lately perforated by a snag, and 
saved from sinking by having a snag room, which 
apartment was only filled with water. 

A Montreal paper gives a report, that five com- 
panies of the 30th regiment, at*Quebec, and a like 
force from Montreal, are to proceed to the Isle of 


*'*>''**> aouars: ana me second increasing mat Noix , to increa9e the fortifications commenced by 

'“ r „ ™ qUa /S r 0 ^?*f n r S\ nera1 ' 3 ‘> °ra the United States. 

4j 9,000 to 500,600 dollars.] 


Both of these amendments were disagreed to— 
there seems to be a decisive majority against the 
prosecution of the Missouri expedition so far as the 
mouth of the Yellow Stone river. 

u Thursday’s pbockkdihgc. 

In the senate, the most material business transact- 
ed thteday, was on a bill, reported in pursuance of I 
the motion of Mr. King, ofN. Y. on the 14th ult. in 
relation to the British colonial trade— which, after 
debate, was laid over until to-morrow. 

The engrossed bill for the better organization of| 
the treasury department, was passed — i9 to 9. 

In the house of representatives , a good deal of| 
business was transacted, but nothing of much ge 
neval importance done. The details hereafter. 


CHRONICLE. 

Henry Middleton, of South Carolina, formerly go 
vernor, and recently a member of congress, 'from 
that state, has been appointed by the president. 


dj*At the last meeting of The Columbian Institute 
some v&luable’specimens of American plants, beauti- 
fully preserved, were presented by Dr. Darlington , 
a representative in congress from Pennsylvania 
and several fine specimens of American minerals , 
chiefly collected in the valley of the Mississippi, by 
Mr. Schoolerafi, the ingenious author of a work 
which has lately appeared on the lead mioesof Mis- 
souri and natural history, &c. of the western coun- 
try. 

A great voyage . The steam boat Manhattan, has . 
arrived a Shawneetown, Illinois, from New York, f 
with a cargo of goods. Freight from New York, 
three dollars per cwt. 

Indian treaty . A treaty between the U. States 
and the Chippewa nation of Indians has been rati- 
fied by the president and senate ft cedes * large 
tract of land in the territory of Michigan, making 
however, many reservations in favor of certain chiefs. 
In consideration of this cession the tribe is to receive 
an annuity of §1000 in silver, forever. 


PIUXTED MY tyiLLTAX OODSH MILKS, AT TOT TBAVKLIM PRESS, HEAD OF CHEAP-SIDE* 


Digitized by 


Google 




NILES’ WEEKLY REGIST ER. 

Nkw ifrjuKS. No. 7 — Vol. VI.] BALTIMORE, APRIL 15, 1820. [No. 7— Vot. XVIII. WhollNo. 449 

THE PAST THE FBBSENT — FOll TUK TUTL'IIK. 

EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY B. BILKS, AT <5 1’EIl ANNP*!, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE 


(^/■Though we are assisted by a Bupplsmknt. of 
eight pages this week, a great many articles which 
we were desirous to have inserted in this publica- 
tion, are still postponed. 

A Utter from “A former correspondent,” has been 
attended to, fin a way tliat probably will be most 
efficient to correct the abuses complained of. The 
subject shall be kept in memory. 

Debate on the Missouri question. This debate 
shall be preserved in the Register, as originally 
proposed. Not more than two of the speeches 
which we have supposed would give the best views 
of both sides of the subject, have yet been pub- 
fished in the National Intelligencer — overburthened 
as it is with matter, and hard-pressed to get along 
with the currept things of the times. Nor indeed, 
have we room at present to insert the debate, even 
if the desired speeches were at hand. ’ 

Gen. Fives, the new Spanish minister, arrived at 
'Washington on Sunday last, presented himself at 
the office of the secretary of state on Tuesday, and 
was received in his official capacity. The Wash- 
ington City Gazette says — “It is reported that he is 
the bearer of the ratification of the Spanish treaty, 
ceding the Floridas to us — and that the explana- 
tions required are very unimportaut.” 

The “caucus.” We were as sorry to see this 
awkward work naturalized by a “demi-semi” official 
publication of a member of congress, inserted in 
our last paper, as to observe that any one enter- 
tained the idea of perpetuating an unwarrantable 
method of attempting to impose a president and 
vice president on the people of the United States. 
When nominations are necessary , —(and I think that 
they have been necessary and may be so again), it is 
to be hoped that they will not be made by members 
of congress. Let these, like Cxsar’s wife, be not only 
pure but unsuspected. 

We are truly glad that the proposed “caucus” 
has completely failed. The following miserable 
accounts of the affair is from the National Intelli- 
gencer. We agreein acquitting gen. Smith of any si- 
nister view in calling it — but have seen it mentioned 
in some of the newspapers, that it was the design 
of certain persons to have given to both officers one 
geographical location, by which it is probable that 
the re-election of Mr. Monroe might have been ha- 
zarded, though no person, (as we have heard of) 
bad been contemplated to run against him, on the 
present occasion. 

From the National Intelligencer of the 10 th inst. We 
have not received, from, authority, any account of 
what took place at the meeting of members of con- 
gress on Saturday last, convened, by public notice, 
for the purpose of considering the expediency of 
making a nomination of suitable persons as candi- 
dates for the presidency and vice presidency of the 
United States. We learn, generally, that the meet- 
ing was thin, about fifty members only being pre- 
sent. The evening indeed was one of the most un- 
favorable for the meeting that could bo imagined, 
pouring rain the whole time. Mr. Nelson , of Vir 
grinia, was called to the chair; and it was determin- 
Vol. XVHI.— 9. 


ed, in effect, but in what form we know not, that it 
was inexpedient for the members then assembled to 
proceed to make a nomination. 

From the same of the 11 th. In pursuance of the 
invitation published in the Intelligencer of the j;h 
instant, a number of the members of both houses of 
congress having assembled in the hall of the house 
of representatives, the following resolutions were 
submitted, and agreed to without opposition: 

Resolved, That this meeting deem it not necessa- 
ry to proceed to the recommendation of suitable 
persons to fill the offices of president and vice pre- 
sident of the Unitod States. 

I Resolved, That this meeting be adjourned, sing 
die . 

The following areths remarks of Ote editors. Above 
our readers have, from the proper authority, an ac- 
count of the proceedings of the meeting of mem- 
bers of congress on Saturday evening last. We 
will add nothing to it, but that, we understand, the 
delegations from several of the states held separate 
meetings in the course of Saturday, and determined 
not to attend the meeting. For example, we have 
understood that no member was presents from 
North Carolina or Pennsylvania; two only from Vir- 
ginia, and one or two from Massachusetts. It is not 
believed, however, that hostility to the practice of 
making nominations was the only motive which led 
to this determination. 

Some have imputed blame to the gentleman who 
called this meeting — very' unjustly, in our view. He 
was, we know, urged to do it by some among the 
roost respectable members of congress; and, ac- 
cording to usage— if precedent governs in a case, 
the very existence of which depends on precedent 
— he could not well have declined a compliance 
with such a request as was made. The character of 
gen. Smith is a sufficient guarantee for the correct- 
ness of his intentions. 

Probable population. — M. Lyon, (col. Matthew 
Lyon, it is presumed), has addressed a long letter 
to me, through the Lexington ‘Reporter,' on the arti- 
cle which appeared in the Ukoxster of the 26th Feb. 
under the head of “Compromise on the Missouri 
Question.” 

1 have not room to insert this letter just now, nor 
time to point out the mistakes into which 1 think 
col. Lyon has fallen, At a season of more leisure 
I may take it up again — for, though the question is 
decided, the effect of slavery on the free population 
of a country is a matter well worth enquiring into. 
The colonel is opposed either to compromise or re- 
striction, and makes it out that the slave-holding 
states have increased faster in their white popula- 
tion than the non slave-holding states — the reverse 
of w'bat believe is the fact. The difference between 
us, in this respect, appears chiefly to arise from our 
different views of the force and current of emigra- 
tion, on the increased numbers in the new states, &c. 
Col. Lyon professes himself a warm friend to eman- 
cipation, but believes that the dispersion of the 
slave population is expedient, and beneficial to them 
and the free whites. 

Ala d aka. The legislature of this state have 
passed an ftet making it ebligatery on the captain 
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ilf every company of militia, to cause a complete 
list of all the male persons within his district liable 
to perform patrole duty, (in whieh are included all 
persons who hold slaves, except those who are en- 
signs and above that grade in military rank), a par- 
ty of whom shall serve in rotation, two detachments 
at a time, whose duty it shall be “to visit all negro 
quarters, all places suspected of entertaining un- 
lawful assemblies of slaves, or other disorderly 
persons unlawfully assembled,” and to take them 
before a justice of the peace, Sec. Heavy fines are 
enacted non-compliance, personally or bj sub- 
stitute. Thus, already does this young state appear 
to be endangered by the “diffusion of the slaves;” 
and we are told by the editor of the “Blakeley Sun” 
that this law is of “great importance”— that “every 
citizen is concerned in its execution,” &c. What 
a pity, that even the pretence of a necessity for such a 
law should exist 1 . 

Tn* navt. Whatever difference of opinion may 
exist as to the extent to which our naval establish- 
ment shall proceed, (though it is evidently the na- 
tional will that it should be respectable), it must 
needs be the desire of every reflecting citizen to 
rbiulerit efficient. This is true economy in all re- 
spects. It is much cheaper for the United States 
to build a ship of the best quality, that will last for 
many years, than to build one at a less amount of 
cost, which will perish in a short time -the repairs 
of the latter begin, also, to be extensive in two or 
three years, and finally amount to almost as much 
annually as the vessel is really worth. A thing 
“once well done is twice done.” And, when we 
have a good ship, she should be well taken care of— 
not suffered to decay by neglect. If our vessels are 
sent to sea, they ought to be completely equipped, 
to meet every contingency of storm or battle, if 
ossible, that they and their crewB may not be lost 
y casualty or combat. Apart from the national 
feeling so deeply interested in this matter, it is truly 
a money-saving affair, that our ships should be so 
conditioned, if practicable, that they may equally 
Insist the “war of elements,” beat an equal, and es- 
cape from a superior force. Our officers and sea- 
men, certainly, cannot be surpassed for skill and 
courage, and their discipline too is exceeding exact; 
but,-- “let seamanship do all it can,” if the means be 
not provided, these are of little avail. Cannon are 
as harmless things as “logs of maple.” It is the 
use of them that renders them formidable. 

We have oftentimes heard it said by those who 
ought to know the merits of the case, that the 
equipment of our public vessels has probably arriv- 
ed as nearly at perfection as, in the present most im- 
proved state of the arts, it is practicable to attain. 
There is “a place for every thing, and every thing 
is in its place.” All that belongs to a ship, from 
. her keel to a marline spike, her mainmast to the 
bucket-rope, her 42-pounders to the smallest wea- 
pon used, is laid down with astonishing perspicui- 
ty,- as to dimension, strength, location, &c. And 
as the classes of our navy are now fixed, whatsoever 
belongs to any ship of a certain class will equally as 
well suit another of the same class; and the seamen, 
if transferred from one to another, are at heme imme- 
diately — they have nothing to leaim but the names 
and rank of their officers. The advantages of these 
things are too evident to need remark. And it is 
to this wonderful equipment, together with a per- 
fect knowledge of the use of means, that we are 
indebted for the singular preservation of our public 
ships and seamen, liable to so many casualties. The 
rules to keep the crew in good health, are just as ex- 


act as those prescribed for battle. The result 
all this is, tbatdiiy vessel belonging to the United 
States is, at all times, considered a full match for 
any other of the same class, no matter how superior 
the latter may be supposed to be compared with 
others of tlie same nation. Every vessel that we 
have is efficient , and emphatically “counts one,” ex* 
cept built for temporary purposes on tho lakes. 

The skill and experience of our officers and men* 
together with their chivalric courage, but partially 
assisted by genera] regulations, did much before 
and during the late war to give our navy pre-emi- 
nence. But their various opinions produced a sort 
of insubordination or qualified confusion, as applied 
to the navy in the aggregate — which, though not 
productive, perhaps, of the loss of any ship, nmstne* 
cessarily have greatly increased the labor and cost 
of preparing any one for service. “Contr vance 
is half work,” ami an imperfect system is better than 
none. Our system, however, is the resu't of the 
combined talents of practical men, in every branch 
or department of the service, collected, digested 
and arranged by the navy commissioners, whose 
knowledge in aaval affairs are of the highest order, 
and whose zeal for the service cannot be doubted# 
They have brought to their aid the opinions of 
others, and the book of rules and regulations for the 
navy, which has been sanctioned by congress, is a 
monument of their industry and talents. 

An idea of the precision which prevails in the 
naval establishment, may be gathered from the ta- 
ble inserted in the supplement to the present num- 
ber, page 132, shewing the proof required for can- 
non before they are received into the service; which 
we have given as a curiosity that will not fail to 
interest a large number of our readers, when they 
recollect that all else belonging to the equipment 
of a ship is prescribed with the same nicety of re- 
gulation. 

The hew tariff. After being postponed for 
two weeks, we present to our readers, in the sup- 
plementary sheet, the important bill lately report- 
ed to the house of representatives, by Mr. Bald- 
win, from the committee on manufactures. We do 
not insert it, because we think that it will pass* 
but to present a view of a system which, we believe, 
would do incalculable good to the people of the 
United States, and invigorate their government. 

I would not wrong any man by unjust suspicions^ 
but it seems to me that a premeditated design 
exists among certain members of congress, to waste 
the time that might be spared from the ordinary bu- 
siness of the present session, to prevent any thing 
from being done in favor of domestic industry — as 
if it were a political scheme in some persons from 
a certain sectioniof our country, to lessen the pros- 
perity and consequent power of those in another. 

1 am sorry that I feel it my duty to express this opi^ 
nion. It is not given without reflection. 

In the year 1817, (see Register, vol. XII. page 
225), we endeavored to shew the distinction be- 
tween statesmen and politicians . The first regard 
the good of the whole, the second the interests of 
a part; or, are even content with working themselves 
into some pitiful office, or in obtaining one for a son* 
brother orcousin. When congressshall legislate by 
geographical boundaries in all great cases, as they 
did on the extreme case respecting the extension oF 

slavery, the union will become a9 a rope of sand 

and it appears that some are trying to render it so.' 
It is unfortunate to all of us, that such persons have 
facilities for acting together, that those opposed to 
them do not possess— because one act9 by party, the 
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Other on principle . When party prevails, individual 
principle is oftentimes sacrificed to it, and men 
give up their honest convictions to the keeping 1 of 
others, as leaders. But when the propriety of a thing 
is the rule by which it is to be acted upon, men’s 
opinions will differ, and it is no easy matter to con- 
centrate and consolidate them. Every statesman 
marks out a road for himself, and reflects at each 
step that he takes*, but politicians go in crowds, 
and leave the trouble of thinking to their head-men, 
who contrive the course and call on them tp fol- 
low! The latter will yield much to promote the 
general good; the other will grant nothing that is 
Maid to be detrimental to his party. 

We have always held an opinion, that the people 
of the United States possessed a community of inte- 
rests, in a very remarkable manner. A late “dis- 
tracting question” has shewn us that, in one respect, 
st least, we were considerably mistaken: but that 
question is settled, unless some fresh cause is started 
to revive it, with ten-fold animosities. It is an in- 
dubitable fact, that our present plans for raising a 
revenue operate unjustly; nor is it less certain, that 
they will prove insufficient to the public expenses, 
unless some great change is effected by which the 
laboring capacity of the nation can be brought into 
action. The great consumers of foreign goods, de- 
prived of their usual means, are compelled to ab- 
stain from a free use of them. It has become a se- 
rious affair to the laboring man to purchase himself 
a new garment — his wages, on an average, do not 
produce him half so much as they did, and he is 
continually uncertain as to obtaining even that. 
Many of the mechanical professions have equally 
declined — as an instance, though our population is 
one half greater than it was ten years ago, it is cer- 
tainly a fact, that the printing of books is not now 
half so extensive as it was then. The desire to 
read is not lessened, but the means of purchasing 
•re denied — the most common school books are a 
drug. Hatters, shoe-makers, and taylors, and even 
blacksmiths, whose work seemed to be indispensa- 
ble, have lost, in general, much of their former bu- 
sinesses— Trom a fourth to one half. This is the re- 
sult of necessity— and those who might purchase, 
abstain, in looking to a fearful future. Jn this slate 
of things, it is impossible that the former amount of 
revenue should be derived from imports, which is 
•Iso materially affected by an extensive barter of the 
labor of one man for that of another, which we 
knew but little of ten or twelve years ago. We 
must either revive the industry of the country, to 
enable the government to rub along under its pre- 
sent system, or materially reduce its expenses; and 
the latter will not avail without a direct tax, if re- 
trenchment, the offspring of poverty, is pushed 
further by a mistaken policy. And again, a spirit 
of opposition to government lias gone abroad - 
tens of thousands are consuming domestic goods 
for the sake of political principle— they will nut 
support a government that does not support them; 
they will not contribute to a revenue so unjusth 
raised and so severely injurious. All these things 
will effect this— that those opposed to the encou- 
ragement of domestic industry, lest they should be 
compelled to pay a tax proportioned to their po .vtr 
under the constitution, will make such tax inevita- 
bly necessary, and when they feci it, as they must^do 

in the present want of circulation for money 

they will change their opinions, ami give us their 
strength to find employment for every man wil- 
ling to labor, at a fair price. So wc do not despair 
— suffering will accomplish what lias been denied 
to a sound economy, and as the fact becomes evident 


that the interests of agriculture and manufactures 
are not in opposition, but in concord. 

While on this subject, we may notice a singular 
advertisement which appeared in the (Baltimore) 
Federal Gazette of Saturday last, a part of which i* 
as follows. 

“Missouri. 

“7b southern and -western planters, 

“ For sale — One hundred prime Virginia bom 
SLAVES, the property of a planter who is contract- 
ing the scale of his business, and dots not choose 
that all the produce of hi3 ligid and labor should 
go into pockets of manufacturers or fund holders. 
These slaves will be sold ail togetnur, or in families, 
to suit purchasers. Conditions— cash and removal* 
not south of the state of Georgia. The condition of 
their removal is for their own accommodation. 

“Nf. B. No proposals from any slave trader will be 
attended to. 

“The proprietor of this property would give a 
credit to any planter, on receiving satisfactory [i. e. 
landed] security. No bank notes, bank stock, six 
percent, three per cent, or other evidence of debt, 
public or private, domestic or foreign, will he re- 
ceived in payment, but coin or bullion will betaken 
at their lawful value or market price respectively. 
British or Pbrtuguese gold, or Spanish milled dol- 
lars would be preferred. 

“Applications from planters in person, or by let- 
ter, post paid, addressed to the editor of the Rich- 
mond Enquirer, in Richmond, or to the editor of 
the Federal Gazette, will be promptly attended to 
and answered.” 

lie adv ertiser is understood to be Mr. John 
Randolph, of the house of representatives of the 
United States— we venture U> say, if he for him- 
self avoids the “manufacturers” to the amount of 1 5 
or 20 dollars a year, he|will soon pay to the “fundhold- 
ers” several hundreds, per annum, in spite of all his 
ingenuity, unless he disposes also of his land. 

Since the preceding was written, the following 
I was received It happily elucidates some of the 
points assumed. 

Financial. — An intelligent correspondent, in the 
District of Columbia, has addressed a letter to me 
on the state of our finances, in substance as follows: 
By the passage of the appropriation bills, it will be 
seen that congress lias granted nearly all that was 
asked for by the different departments, with a 
few trifling deductions; yet there is no proposition 
or thought of assisting the revenue by direct taxes 
or internal duties. Money must be borrowed and 
the people’s laud and labor pledged for its repay- 
ment. More than five millions must be had, or the 
government will stop payment before the end of 
the present year. 1 hey talk about taking a pail of 
the » : nking fund to supply the deficiency— fallaci- 
ous idea! — the wholb receipts into the treasury will 
be insufficient lo meet the authorised expenses of 
government, including the interest on the pubfie 
debt and the reimbursement of that part nf the 
principal which the national faith is pledged to pay. 
In this case, how can an appropriation from the sink- 
ing fund amount to any thing — an appropriation is 
not money. That which is not cannot be given. 

Concerning th.c linking fund* and ‘surplus fund/ 
about which so much has been said by men who 
ought to understand the subject, our correspondent 
i in i marcs that he will speak hereafter. He warns 
us not to be deceived by the last named *fund/ sav- 
ing that it is ‘a nominal account on the treasury 
books, and for the purpose only of closing others; 
altogether a creditor account, to which the unex- 
pended balances of appropriations are, after • lb- 
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mited time, carried; whereupon the accounts 
those appropriations (if there be no subsequent ap 
propriations for the same objects), are closed, and 
the appropriations themselves cease and deter- 
mine.’ 

He then proceeds to shew that it will require at 
Ipast nine'millions, out of the annual appropriation 
of ten, for the payment of interest and reimburse 
Hient of principal of the public debt, although the 
commissioners of the sinking fund shall not pur- 
chase one dollar of stock. Speaking of the re- 
venue and expenditures of the present year, the 
secretary of the treasury says, “after paying the in- 
terest and reimbursement of the public debt, and 
redeeming the remainder of the Louisiana stock, 
about hoo million Jive hundred thousand dollars of the 
finking fund wiH remain without application, if the 
price of the public stocks should continue above the 
prices at which the commissioner* of the sinking 
fund are authorised to purchase.” This statement 
is presumed to be bottomed on the idea of all the 
instalments, then due on the Louisiana debt, being 
paid — which, however, is not the fact, as appears 
by the last annual report of the commissioners of 
the sinking fund. 

By this report, page 30, it is shewn— 

1. That there remained due and to be 

paid on account of the first moiety 
of the Louisiana stock, in 1818, $259,750 00 

2. That there remained yet due, and 

to be paid, of the 54 per cent, of 
the same stock, unpaid on the 1st' 

Oct. 1819, and which 54 per cent, 
amountingto $2,601,817 15, was 
payable on the 21st Oct. 1819, the 
sum of 1,386,367 42 

S. That the residue of this stock was 
payable on the 21st ot Oct. 1820, 
amountingto 2,216,462 77 

"Whole amount yet due on the Louisi- * — 

ana debt, and payable in 1820, 3,826,580 19 

4. To which add the interest on the 

whole public debt, at least 5,200,000 00 


Making, 9,062,580 19 

Requiring, as aforesaid, at least nine millions in 
the present year, to pay the claims on the treasury 
<m account of the public debt, exclusive of any stock 
which the commissioners of the sinking fund may 
be obliged, by its price, to purchase. 

He then goes on to state, that at least five mil 
lions of dollars must be borrowed for the service of 
the present year. He expresses an opinion that the 
estimated receipts from the customs will not be re. 
slized— “it is impossible to continue to import so 
great an amount without increasing our exports.” 
The revenue from the customs in 1817 was 17 mil- 
lion — how can they be estimated at 19 millions in 
1820? He supposes that they will fall short of the 
estimate by not less than two or three millions; and 
adds, “be this may, the deficit of the present year 
Will amount to five millions, as stated.” 

Silver mine in Ohio ! 

DJI MS ED TO THE EDITOR OP THE REGISTER. 

Zanesville , March 27, 1820. 

“My dear sir — 1 embrace this opportunity to 
perform, or at least to attempt the performance of, 
the promise I mode respecting our mining projects 
in this vicinity. The ekact date of the origin of this 
mining speculation I do not remember, but the cir- 
cumstances are these; 


miles from Zanesville, had long been boring on his 
premises for salt, in the course of which a great va- 
riety of matter had been successively brought to the 
surface of the earth and carelessly thrown together 
in a heap, and exposed to the weather. Among 
those who occasionally visited Mr. Chandler, was 
a gentleman well versed in chemistiy and somewhat 
acquainted with mineralogy. When this gentle- 
man inspected the heap above mentioned, he 
thought some particles of it resembled silver, and 
in order to satisfy himself, he collected as much as 
he could rake out* and carried it to a silver.-smith, 
who put it into a crucible, and presently produced 
a lump of pure si!ver~-at least as pure as t lie coiir 
in circulation. The report was immediately cur- 
rent that a very rich silver mine was discovered at 
Chandler’s suit works, and in a few days the most 
interesting particulars relating to it utere published 
m the Zanesville Express. Cupidity being thur 
awakeped, a company of stockholders wav formed 
— -"the stock divided into 100 shares, at 500 dollars 
each, and in a short time, there was no stock for 
sale! It had all been engrossed by a few of the most 
eager speculators. This directly raised the price/ 
and as there Were still many persons desirous of 
participating inthe expected treasure, the most ex- 
orbitant advances Were demanded. It was now 
confidently asserted, that the vein of ore was not 
only rich, but 6 feet 7 inches thick, and it was esti- 
mated that a fund of 5000 dollars, raised by assess-; 
menton the shares, would be sufficient to defrayal!: 
the expenses of bringing it to the surface. Some 
proposed to bore a-new in order to ascertain the 
course of the vein* but the majority of the mana* 
gers decided on sinking a shaft without any further 
examination. In the mean time, some of the origi- 
nal stockholders began to accommodate their neigh- 
bours with stock, at various rates of advance. One/ 
possessing 5 shares, sold out 2 of them at the price 
of the whole 5— that is to ssy, the purchaser on ob- 
taining the 2 shares, engaged to pay aft the assess- 
ments on 5. Another, also holding 5 shares, sold 
21 for the price of the whole 5. — Whilfe these appa- 
rent sales were going on here and at Marietta*- 
some of the most active and influential* were des- 
patched to Columbus, where they beset the legis- 
lature (then sitting), for an act of incorporation/ 
which soon passed the two houses. The company 
understand, is now busily engaged in sinking a 
shaft to bring up the hidden > treasure — otherwise, 
the whole business would probably sink into obli- 
vion, for scarcely any one mentions it now-a-days. 

However, sinbe the establishment of this compa- 
ny, another has been recently formed. Consisting of 
eight persons, who have undertaken at their own ex- 
pense, to penetrate the earth ami rock, at about 
40 feet distant from the first perforation. They are 
very sanguine in tbiir expectation of striking the 
same vein of ore at a much less depth than the for-* 
mer. They offer no stock for sale, but depend entire-' 
Iy on the success of their enterprize to reimburse 
their expenses and fill their coffers with wealth. 

On the first rumors of the immense quantity df 
silver ore found in this country, I began to lament 
it as the greatest misfortune (without exception 
which could befal us, but my fears have subsided. 

T no longer dread the probabifity of being over-r 
whelmed with real money. You will readily trace 
my fears to the disastrous consequences of a su- 
per abundance of the precious metals, as paralising 
the efforts of useful, homely industry, and inducing’ 
habits of idleness, luxury and dissipation. Rut 
there i9 no fear, in my opinion; some will play a.n& 


ttr. £&u>ucl Chandler, the owner of a farm 11 1 others will pay, till the bubble bursts.” 
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Bank of tbe United States. 

Attached to the report of the secretary of the 
• treasury on a national currency, 8tc. see page 75, 
is a general statement of the anairs of the bank of 
the United States in the month of September, 1819 
—_we have . now a similar statement of the condition 
of the bank in November last. A brief notice of 
the changes that took place in these three months, 
may be useful iu determining the progress of the 
institution, &c. 


Dr. Sept. 1819, 

Fundrd debt. U. a. r*riou» 7,2 *3,101 

Louiiiana 84 per eeoc. 

. Ducoantt— on uerwopl security 31,336,13* 

da. on uiDdtd debt 339,0*4 

do. uid bank stock 7/137, 5i5 

Bills of exchange, foreign and domestic 1,813, *58 
Due Baring, 8tc- 94,864 

Over drafts 

Debt of S. Smith & Buchanan, George Wil* 

' liatns and J. W. McCulioh 

Offices of discount and deposite 32.367,712 

* State banks 3,964,860 

Ht»\ estate and permanent expenses 780,993 

Kxpcn»rS 79,936 

’ Oath— via. deficiencies 146,451 

notes of th • hank of U. S. and branches 10,582. 1 47 


do. of state banka 

—Specie 


1,133,933 

3,354,479 


89,464,100 . 75/135,495 


Rev. 1819. 
7,195,355 
1,852,578 
30,897,738 
146,797 
7,081,785 
1,410,003 
15.161 
308,130 

1,540,000 
15.699,951 
3.483,549 
818,964 
•30,077 
330,898 
10,1 648, 67- 
1,560,593 
3,U6^48 


Capita] stock 34 973,8i8 

Bank and branch notes 14^92,258 

Dividends unclaimed 33,814 

Discount, exchange and interest 465.088 

Profit and loss 1,104,953 

Due tank and offices $ 2 . 01,135 

State baiJts 675.818 

Haring. Brothers, &c. 142,040 ' 

Premiums and damages, he- 43,410 

B>vs of -xebange of S* Smith 8c Buchanan 37,355 

CP °* 1 ^Treasurer of the U. S. 1,097.163 

Public officis 1,765.800 

Individuals 2,631,453 


34,974,088 

14,537.735 

31J051 

829.946 

1,099.435 

15.488,251 

1.006.9"4 

3/)53,650 

23,201 

37*151 

656,316 

1,499,180 

2,789.437 


•9,464,100 75,025,495 


British Settlement in Illinois. 

The country inhabited b) Mr. llirkbcck and his 
* associates, lias been represented as very unhealthy 
— perhaps, with the yiew of preventing other emi- 
grants from joining them, who might otherwise be 
- disposed so to do. To correct such impressions, 
we have been requested to publish the following 
facts, stated on the authority of the practising phy- 
sician there, and which we rely upon a 9 being li- 
terally true. — For it i* not to be supposed that any 
one pretending to the character of a gentleman, 
wr*ulcl subject himself to a denial of facts in a case 
where the truth is so easily ascertained. 

The population of the English settlement is about 
four hundred- that of the surroundiug country is 
computed at three times that number. 

During the first 12 months, from the beginning of 
October 1818, to the end of September 1819, only 
one natural death occurred — an infant about 6 
months old. 

In July, a boy died in consequence of drinking 
whiskey, unknown to his parents,— aged 8 years. 

In Sept. 1810, three person? died in 2^ hours— 
two of them from diseases of the liver of old stand- 
ing; the other an elderly gentleman, whose consti- 
tution had been much broken by severe attacks of 
inflammatory rheumatism. He died of a remittent 
fever. 

One man 9ince deceased of the typhus — induced 
i>y excessive ancl continual intemperance. 

Thus six persons died out of a population of 400, 
in the space of sixteen months— up to Feb. 1820; 
qr at the ratio, per annum, of one in 94. 


Dr. Price makes the proportion of deaths in the 
following places to be — 

In^Pays de Vaud, 1 in 45; in the cquntry round 
Paris, 1 in 45; in the country round Shrewsbury, 
Eng. 1 in 3 >; in Berlin, 1 in 26 j; in London, 1 in 
20 3-4, in Vienna, 1 in 19 1-2. 

When these statements are considered, and it is 
also recollected that the great bulk of the settler's 
are Europeans just arrived, there cannot be a doubt 
of the salubrity of the country. 

The prevailing diseases, it is admitted, are inter- 
mittent and remittent fevers. The former is found 
| to be a slight disease — the latter more serious, but 
not attended with those violent billious symptoms 
which characterize it in low situations; and its at- 
tacks are very much confined to the intemperate. 

The nature of the country too, it seems, has been 
misrepresented — it is said to be level and flat On 
the preceding authority [Dr. Pugsley’s], it is de- 
scribed as without extensive hills or vallies, “but 
beautifully rolling — and so generally does this fea- 
ture prevail, where this settlement is located, thit 
a section of level land cannot be readily found.” 


Execution of the Treaty of Ghent. 

OFFICIAL LETTERS. 

To the senate of the United St atrs: 

I transmit to the senate, in pursuance of their re- 
solution of the 1st. of February, a report from the se- 
cretary of state, with the information required by 
that resolution. JAMES MONROE. 

fV ashington, 2 3d Mat ch, 1820. 

The secretary of state, to whom has been refer- 
red the resolution of the senate, of the 1st Februa- 
ry last, requesting such information relative to the 
execution of so much of the first article of the late 
treaty of peace and amity between his Britannic 
majesty and the United States, as the president 
might possess, and which had not heretofore been 
communicated, has the honor of submitting to the 
president extracts of two despatches fr»m the mi- 
nister of the United States at London, containing 
the information desired. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Department of Slate, 21 st March, 1820. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Rush Jo the secretary of 
state , dated 

London , January 21* 1820. 

“Tn pursuance of the instructions embraced in it,* 
I proceeded to name to his lordship (Castlereagh) 
the emperor of Russia, as the sovereign to whoso 
decision the government of the United States desir- 
ed that the difference between the two countries 
respecting the slaves might be referred; reminding 
him of the provision contained in the fifth article of 
the convention of October, 1818, upon this subject, 
He replied, that, he would lay the proposal before 
his royal highness, and furnish me, at as early a 
day as in his power, with an answer.” 

Extract of a letter fi'om Mr. Rush to the secretary of 
state , dated 

London , Jan . 21, 1820. 

t‘I received a note from Mr. Plants inviting me 
to call at the foreign office yesterday at three 
o’clock. 1 went accordingly. He acknowledged, 
on behalf of Jovd Castlerengli, the receipt of my 
note, saying, that his lordship would appoint a time 


♦Despatch No. 18, of Nov 10, 1819, from the se" 
cretary of state to Mr. Uush. 
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for seeing’ me as soon as he returned. He then 
proceeded to make two communications, which I 
lose r\o time in transmitting for the information of 
the president. 

First. He said that he had been instructed by 
lord Castlereagh, to make known to me, in general 
terms, that his lordship had already taken the com- 
mands of the prince regent, as to the point in con- 
troversy between the two governments respecting 
the slaves; and that his royal highness acceded to 
the president’s desire, that the true construction of 
the treaty of Ghent, in this particular, should be 
referred to the decision of the emperor of Russia. 

His lordship, desirous that I should be appris- 
ed at once of this assent, would not leave town 
without leaving the proper instructions for my be- 
ing so. On his return, he would, Mr. Planta sub- 
joined, suggest to me such official steps as it ap- 
peared to this government proper that both par- 
ties should take to carry into effect their mutual de- 
sire. 1 shall wait these further suggestions from 
liis lordship, and have the honor to convey them to 
you in a despatch the moment they are made known 
to me. Meanwhile, 1 will apprize Mr. Campbell 
of his royal highness* assent.** 


Illegal Slave Trade. 

FROM THF. GEORGIA JOUftJS AL. 

Executive department. Geo , 
Milletfgeville, March 18, 1820, 
The following extract of a letter from the hon. 
John Quincy Adams, secretary of slate, to this de- 
partment, with the enclosure, are furnished for 
publication, for the purpose of preventing the pro 
curing of other affidavits from base and unprinci- 
pledin vividuah, as in the case of the affidavit of 
one Junies Thompson, a convicted felon, and a fu- 
gitive from the New York penitentiary, recently 
procured by gen. D. B. Mitchell, who knew the 
baseness of ’Hiompson's character, and at the same 
time furnished him w ith a license to trade with the 
Indians. W hether the license is the price given 
for the affidavit or not, I will not pretend to say; 
certain it is, however, the object in taking Thomp- 
son’s affidavit is to invalidate the statement of Mr. 
Moore, a man, I repeat, of fair character, and which 
•an be established by the testimony of as respect- 
able citizens as any in the state. 

His conduct in this business is far from being 
censurable, except indeed lie should have taken the 
original letters instead of copies, he having the au- 
thority of gen Mitchell, delegated by captain Wm. 
S. Mitchell, his son, to search the desk of the gene- 
ral. 

Well disposed citizens will not withhold impor- 
tant facts that may tend to a complete develope- 
ment of this nefarious transaction, and thus wipe off 
a foul stain from the character of our state . 

JOHN CLARK. 

[EXTRACT.] 

Department of state, 

Washington, 1 it March, 1820, 
Ilis excellency John Clark, 
governor of the state of Georgia: 

Sir— I have had the honor of receiving your ex- 
cellency's letters of the 19th and 20th January last, 
with their enclosures, consisting of copies of reso- 
lutions of the legislature of the state of Georgia, 
approved on the 8th of December, 1818— of other 
resolutions of the same legislature, approved on the 
18th of December, 1819, and of sundry papers re- 
lating to certain allegations, charging gen. D. B. 
Mitchell, agent of the U. S. to the Creek Indians, 


with having participated or been accessary to the 
unlawful introduction of African slaves into the 
United States. 

These papers, conformably to your desire, were 
immediately laid before the president of the U 8. 
by whose direction 1 have now the honor of enclos- 
ing a copy of a letter from the secretary of war, 
written to gen. Mitchell, apprising him of the char- 
ges which implicate his conduct, and the necessity 
that they should undergo such an investigation as 
may ascertain the facts respecting them. 

By that letter you will perceive the reasons upon 
which tlie president ha9 thought it not advisable to 
communicate to congress the documents transmit- 
ted with your letter; and 1 am directed to request 
of you the transmission to this department of any 
additional evidence which you may think necessary 
to authenticate the facts. 

Witli regard to the resolutions of the legislature, 
respecting the Africans stated to have been unlaw- 
fully brought into the port of Savannah, 1 am di- 
rected to assure you, that the existence of these re- 
solutions was unknown to the president and. at this 
department, until they were received with your let- 
ter; that the president duly appreciates the spirit 
of patriotism of the legislature of Georgia, manifest- 
ed in their adoption, and will be happy to give to 
them every eff ect within the powers of the execu- 
tive of the union. 

In relation to the subject of your letter of the 19th 
of January, and the resolutions of the legislature to 
which it refers, I shall have the honor of making 
you a further communication hereafter.* 

I am, with great respect, sir, your excellency’s 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

[copr ] 

Department of war, 26M Feb. 1820. 

Sin — By the direction of the president, 1 trans- 
mit to you a copy of a document which accompani- 
ed a letter from governor Clark, to the secretary 
of state, by which you will perceive, that the char- 
ges against you for a supposed .connexion with cer- 
tain persons engaged in introducing African slaves, 
have assumed a character so specific as to time, 
place and persons, as to require an early and tho- 
rough investigation. 

It is the wish of governor Clark, that the docu- 
ments should be laid before the house of represen- 
tatives, under a resolution of that body calling for 
information, as to the illicit introduction of Africans 
into the United States; but it is the opinion of the 
president, that a charge against a public agent of a 
character so serious, while it calls for a thorough in- 
vestigation, ought not to receive, till the truth of 
the charges is satisfactorily ascertained, that sanction 
j which it would be supposed to receive, by commu- 
nicating it to congress. With a view to ascertain 
the truth of the charges, and to give you an oppor- 
tunity of vindicating your character, the copy of 
the document is transmitted to you; and a reason- 
able time will be allowed to you to collect testimo- 
ny and present such explanations of your conduct as 
you may judge necessary to your defence. 

In the mean time, no opinion will be formed m 
relation to the charges against you, and any testi- 
mony and explanation which you may furnish, will 
receive a full and candid investigation, with a sin- 
cere hope, that one who has received so many marks 


•The communication here, referred to relates to 
the claims of the citizens of this state, for property 
taken by the Indians. — Editors. 
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public favor as yourself, may appear still to de- 
serve confidence. 

I he testimony which you may transmit, will be 
taken under oath, before persons properly quali- 
fied to administer the same; and the credibility of 
such witness, whose general character may not be 
known, will be supported by the affidavits of per- 
sons of known respectability. You will furnish this 
department, as soon as practicable* with a list of the 
names and residence of the witnesses, whose testi- 
mony you inteud to take, with a statement of the 
points you expect to prove by them respectively. 

Governor Clark has been requested to furnish 
-such additional evidence, as he may judge neces- 
sary to substantiate the charges. 

1 have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

J. C. CALHOUN. 

Gen. D. B. Mitchell, Indian agent. &c. 


Administration of the Navy. 

OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. I 

i Haute of repretentalives, January 13, 1820. I 

Sin — l am directed by the committee on naval 
expenditures to obtain from you the information cal- 
led for by the following enquiries: 

What disbursements have been made under the 
several appropriations for the naval service for the 
year 1819? 

Is the annual appropriation for the increase of the 
navy, yearly expended, and if so, in what manner, 
particularly stating the expenditure under tbe ap- 
propriation since the passage of the law? Might 
this appropriation be diminished without detriment 
to the public service? 

Has the payment of moneys due from public de- 
faulters been enforced, as farasthe navy department 
may be concerned? 

Will the adoption of any measure be necessary to 
add to the economy of the navy department, and 
the accountability of its officers? 

Can a retrenchment in any branch of the public 
expenditure in the navy department be made with- 
out injury to the public service? 

What is the number of officers and privates of the 
marine corps? Could the number of this corps be, 
with propriety, diminished? 

Who performs the duties of secretary of the navy 
and prixxiteer pension funds - the sums paid to such 
secretary — out of what fund paid, and whether his 
duties could not be performed by one of the clerks 
of the navy department, within the hours usually 
allotted for transacting public business, without ren- 
dering an increase of the clerks in the navy de- 
partment necessary? 

In presenting, by direction of the committee, the 
preceding enquiries to you, l cannot fail to accom- 
pany them with the hope, that every effort wiU be 
used, by those who immediately administer the na- 
val affairs of the nation, to introduce, into the de- 
partment, in all its branches, a system of rigid eco- 
nomy: This, perhaps, is more peculiarly important 
at the present period, when the revenue is antici- 
patedto be insufficient to meet the expenditures for 
the current year. It cannot fail to escape our ob- 
servation, that the popularity won for the navy by 
the valor of our officets and seamen during the late 
war, can only be maintained, in time of peace, by 
exhibiting that branch of our natioual defence as 
an example to others of judicious management. 
Should it become characterized as well for its eco- 
nomy, as it is for its efficiency and its bravery, a 
doubt cannot be entertained, but that it would be 
cherished, and that its growth and prosperity would 


be commensurate with the increasing population 
and growingre 80 tirces of the nation. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with the greatest re- 
spect, your obedient servant, 

stevensoK archer. 

Hon. Smith Thompson, 

Secretary of the navy. 


JSfcrcy department , /an. 20/?/, 1820. 

Sir-— I n reply to your letter of the 13th instunt, 
making several enquiries in relation to the naval 
expenditures, for the information of the committee 
of which you are chairman, I have the honor to 
state, that the “disbursements made, under the se- 
veral appropriations for the naval service for the 
year 1819,** are herewith transmitted in the docu- 
ment marked A, in a report upon that subject from 
the fourth auditor of the treasury, with statements 
marked B. and C. shewing the amount expended, 
annually, under the act for the gradual increase of 
the navy. 

In answer to the enquiry “whether the appropria- 
tion for the gradual increase of the navy might no: he 
diminished without detriment to the public service,** 
I annex the copy of a letterjfrom the commissioners 
of the navy, marked D. which gives their views of 
the subject, and the reasons why it is not expedient 
to diminish that appropriation, under existing cir- 
cumstances,and in which I concur. 

The enquiry respecting public defaulters is an- 
swered in the report of the fourth auditor, iu the 
paper marked E. 

It may be observed, respecting the enquiry, “will 
the adoption of any measure be necessary to add 
to the economy of the navy department, and the 
accountability of its officers,** that it is believed 
the operation of the rules and regulations recently 
adopted, and now before congress, will produce 
economy in the expenditure, by limiting, in various 
instances, those objects which have heretofore been 
left too much to the discretion of officers, and by 
regulating all such allowances, of a contingent na- 
ture, as have not previously been fixed by the de- 
partment; while, at the same time, it is considered 
that the pay of officers, %& established by law, is as 
low as is consistent with their respective ranks; 
and, as regards the- surgeons, is not sufficient to 
compensate the arduous duties and respectable 
talents indispensable to the safety and preservation 
of the many valuable lives entrusted to their care. 
The accountability of pursers is better secured by 
the increased amount of their bonds, under the act 
of congress of the 1st of March, 1817, at which 
time it was submitted to congress to increase the 
bonds of navy agents to double the amount of those 
of pursers; these being the only disbursing officers 
under this department. 

In reply to the enquiry, “can a retrenchment, in 
any branch of the public expenditure in the navy 
department, be made without injury to the public 
service,** it may be observed, that there is no re- 
trenchment in the public expenditure which re- 
quires a legislative act; hut all such as can be made, 
in the exercise of my official authority, and in di- 
recting the best mode of economy, shall receive 
ever)' attention and exertion in my power to afford, 
compatible with the good of the service and the 
public interest! 

As respects the enquiry in relation to the marine 
corps, I annex the returns made by the lieutenant 
colonel commandant, with a letter from the adju- 
tant awl inspector, stating the strength and duties 
required of that corps, marked F. 

With regard to the enquiry respecting the secee- 
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,taries of the navy and privateer pension funds, I 
have to observe, that the duties of secretary of the 
navy pension fund have'been, by order of the com- 
missioners of the fund, always performed by the 
chief clerk of this department, who has been paid, 
for his services, out of the said fund, the sum of two 
hundred and fifty dollars per annum, as authorised 
by the act of congress of the 26th of March, 1804, 
The duties of secretary of the privateer pension 
fund have been performed by the second clerk, 
who has been allowed, by the commissioners, out of 
the privateer pension fund, for his extra services 
■ pnd responsibility, the sum of two hundred and fif- 
ty dollars per annum. 

To guard these funds against fraud, and apply 
them beneficially to the laudable purposes intended 
by the government, much care and vigilance are 
necessary. The um stigation of clai ms for pensions 
is laborious, and requires considerable ability; and 
thatthese duties may not be suffered to interfere with 
the general duties of the department, great part of 
what relates to the correspondence, claims of pen- 
aibners, &c. is done out of the office, before and 
after the hours usually allotted for the transaction 
of public business. 

t fully coincide with your observations relative to 
the navy generally, and the means of preserving its 
popularity — by the prudent management of its fis- 
cal operations; and no effort shall, on my part, be 
wanting to secure to this branch of the national de- 
fence a continuance of the public favor, which its 
efficiency and braverv obtained for it during the 
Jate war. It may not he irrelevant t* the subject 
to observe that, out of the annual appropriations for 
the support of the navy, since the peace, large 
sums have been, and continue still to be, paid, in 
in the settlement of claims and accounts for con- 
tracts, ajid expenses incurred during the late war, 
and for which no additional appropriation has been 
asked for, or made by congress. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

SMITH THOMPSON. 
Honorable Stevenson Jircher, 

* chairman of the committee on naval expenditures , 
house of representatives . 

Statemen t of the commissioners of the navy, in relation 
to the policy of diminishing the appropriation for the 
gradual increase of the navy. 

Navi cojfMi&BTOiosas* qpfick, 

• 1 7th January, 1820. 

Sm: The board of navy commissioners have been 
honored by your communication of the 14th instant, 
enclosing an extract of a letter of the 13th instant, 
from the honorable Stevenson Archer, chairman of 
the committee on naval expenditures* of the house 
of representatives, viz: “might not the appropria- 
tion for the gradual increase of the navy be di- 
minished without detriment to the public service,” 
and requiring their attention to the same. 

In reply, the board beg leave to observe, that all 
the live-oak necessary for the frames and other 
parts required for the completion of the ships au- 
thorised by law, has been contracted for, and the I 
greater part delivered; the residue is now cut or 
cutting, and will he delivered during the present or 
early in the ensuing year; all of which, by the terms 
of the contracts, is to be paid for o*n delivery. That 
the greater part of the white oak and pine timber 
and plank, necessary for the construction of -said 
Ships, has also been contracted for, and a consider- 
able part delivered; the residue to be delivered in 
the course of the present year. A large propor- 
fianof the iron, and Utterly all the copper, has been 


contracted for, Rnd received and paid for. The 
latter articles, being of an imperishable nature, 
might be stored and kept for any period, without 
fear of deterioration. It would, however, be subject 
to misapplication, which experience has taught that 
no precaution can effectually prevent. As regards 
the timber, the board can, from past experience, 
speak positively, that a large proportion of it woul<h 
in a short time, if exposed, as it necessarily would 
be, to the influence of the weather, become alto- 
gether unfit for naval purposes. To obviate this 
difficulty, it would be necessary to erect store 
houses for the preservation of the limber, the ex- 
pence of which would be very considerable; and 
for the preservation of the ships now on the stocks, 
it will be necessary, if the building is suspended, tQ 
erect houses over them, similar to those erected 
over the ships at Sackelt’s Harbor; and this item 
alone would render an expenditure of 140,000 dol- 
lars necessary. 

Taking into consideration the existing state of 
preparation — the progress already made — the loss 
that would actually occur to the government — the 
length of time that it w’ould require to reorganize 
the- different yards, for the purpose of carrying into 
effect the law' for the “gradual increase of the navy,” 
if it should hereafter be required — as also the 
numerous and valuable mechanics in the various 
branches employed in the different navy yards, 
that w ould be dispersed, the commissioners are in- 
duced to believe, that, on the score of economy 
alone, the building of the ships should not be sus- 
pended; in which case, the sum appropriated will 
be necessary, and will not bear to be diminished. 

1 have the honor to be, 8tc. 

JOHN RODGERS. 

Hon. Smtth Thowpsoit, 

Secretary of the navy. 


Law of the United States. 

An act to provide lor taking the fourth census, or 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 
licit enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United' States of America in congress as- 
sembled , That the marshals of the several districts 
of the United States, and of the district of Colum- 
bia, and of the territories of Missouri, Michigan, 
and Arkansas, respectively, shall be, and they are 
hereby; authorised and required, under the direc- 
tion of the secretary of state, and according to such 
instructions as he shall give, pursuant to this act, 
to cause the number of the inhabitants within their 
respective districts and territories to be taken, 
omitting, in such enumeration, Indians not taxed, 
and distinguishing free persons, including those 
bound to service for a term of years, from all others; 
distinguishing, also, the sexe9 and colors of free per- 
sons, and the free males under ten years of age; 
those of ten years and under sixteen; those of six- 
teen and under twenty-six; those- of twenty -six and 
under forty-five; and those of forty-five and up- 
wards; and, also, distinguishing free females under 
ten years of age; those of ten and under sixteen; 
those of sixteen and under twenty-six; those of 
twenty-six and under forty -five; and those of forty- 
five and upwards; and also distinguishing the num- 
ber of persons engaged in agriculture, commerce, 
and manulketures, respectively. For eflVeting 
which the marshals aforesaid shall have power, and 
they are hereby, respectively, authorised and re- 
quired to appoint one or more assistants in each 
county and city, in their- respective districts und 
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^territories, residents of the county and city for* 

• which they shall be appointed, and shall assign a 
certain division to each of the said assistants, which 
division shall not consist of more than one county 
or city, but may include one or more towns, town- 
ships, wards, hundreds, or parishes, plainly and dis- 
tinctly bounded by water courses, mountains, pub- 
lic roads, or other monuments. And the said enu- 
meration shall be made by an actual enquiry at 
every dwelling* house, or of the head of every fami- 
ly, and not otherwise. The marshals and their as- 
nistants shall, respectively, take an oath or affirma- 
tion before some judge or justice of the peace, resi- 
dent within their respective districts or territories, 
before they enter on the duties required by this 
act. The oath or affirmation of the marshal shall 
be as follows: I, A. B. marshal of the district of — 
do solemnly swear, (or affirm,) that I will well and 
truly cause to be made a just and perfect enumera- 
tion and description of all persons resident within 
my district, (or territory,) and also an account of 
the manufactures, except household manufactures, 
and return the same to the secretary of state, 
agreeably to the directions of an act of congress, 
entitled ‘An act to provide for taking the fourth 
census or enumeration of the inhabitants of’ the 
United States, and for other purposes,” according 
to the best of my ability. The oaih or affirmation 
of an assistant shall be: I, A. B. do solemnly swear, 
(or affirm,) that l will make a just and perfect enu- 
meration and description of all persons resident 
within the division assigned to me for that purpose, 

by the marshal of and, also an account of the 

manufactures, except household manufactures, and 
make due return thereof to the said marshal, agree- 
ably to the directions of an act of congress, entitled 
“An act to provide for taking the fourth census or 
enumeration ofthe inhabitants of the United States, 
and for other purposes,” according to the best of 
my abilities. The enumeration shall commence on 
the first Monday of August, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty, and shall close 
within six calendar months thereafter. The seve- 
ral assistants shall, within the said six months, trans- 
mit to the marshals, by whom they shall respec- 
tively be appointed, accurate returns of all persons, 
except Indians not taxed, within their respective 
divisions; which returnsshall be made in a schedule, 
distinguishing in each county, city, town, township, 
ward, or parish, the several families, by the names 
of their master, mistress, steward, overseer, or 
other principal person therein, in the manner fol- 
lowing: The number of persons within my division, 

consisting of , appears in a schedule hereto an- 

annexed, subscribed by me this day of , in 

the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty. 
A. B. assistant to the marshal of . 

Schedule of the whole number of persons within 
the division allotted to A. B. 

I Name of the county, parish, township, town, or city, where 
the family resides. , 

I Names of headi of famili es 

” I Free white males under ten years. 

I Free white male* of Ten awTunde r six teen. 

I Free white mal.-s between sixteen a mf eighteen. 

Fret* white male* of sixteen under tw*uty-sii, includ- 
ing heads of families. 

I Free white males of twenty-six, and under forty-five, inclad- 
1 ing heads of families. 

I Free whitt maLa of forty.five, and upward*, including 

head* of families* 

| Free white female* under ten yean of age. 

| Free white females of ten, ami u nder sixteen. 

( Free white females of sixteen,. mod under twenty-six, includ- 
ing head* of families- 


i 

1 Free white ftnwlrt oi twantyA, — d imdtr forty -five,ju- 

| eluding head* of families. 


I fret white fVmalet of iorty-fivc, and upward*, including 

1 heads of families. 

! 

Foreigners not naturalized. ■ 


SLAVES. 


1 Male* under fourteen. 

j Male* of fourteen, and under twenty-six. 1 , 

| Males of twenty-six, and under forty -five. 

1 Males of Ion > -five, aud upwards. 

1 Females of fourteen- 

| Fc r iale« ol fourteen, and under tweut)-six. 

I Females of twemy-stx, and under forty-live. 

| Females ui lorry-live, and upwards. 

FREE COLORED PERSONS. 

| Males under fourteen years. 4 

I Males id fourteen, and under twenty-six. 

1 Males ol twenty -aix, and nod ? forty-five. 

| Mates of forty-five. and upwards. 

1 FenuJe* under four Iren jests. 

1 females of fourteen, and under twenty-six. 

1 Females of twenty -six. and under forty-five. . J 

1 Females of forty-five, and upwards. 

1 All other persons, except Indians not taxed. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every as- 
sistant, failing or neglecting to make a proper re- 
turn, or making a false return, of the enumeratibn 
to the marshal, within the time limited by this act, 
shall forfeit the sum of two hundred dollars, reco- 
verable in the manner pointed out in the next sec- 
tion of this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the mar- 
shals shall file the several returns aforesaid, and, 
also, an attested copy of the aggregate amount here- 
inafter directed, to be transmitted by them, re- 
spectively, to the secretary of state, with the cler)cs 
of their respective districts, or superior courts, (as 
the case may be,) who are hereby direcied to re- 
ceive, and carefully to preserve the same. And 
the marshals, respectively, shall, on or before the 
first day of April, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty -one, transmit to the secretary 
of state the aggregate amount of each description 
of persons within their respective districts or terri- 
tories. And every marshal failing to file the returns 
of his assistants, or the returns of any of them, with 
the clerks of the respective courts as aforesaid, or 
failing to - eturn the aggregate amount of each <Je- 
scription of persons in their respective districts or 
territories, as required by this act, and as the same 
shall appear from said returns, to the secretary of 
state, within the time limited by this act, shall, fop 
every such offence, forfeit the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars; which forfeitures shall be recovera- 
ble in the courts of the districts or territories where 
the said offences shall be committed; or within the 
circuit courts held within the same, by action of 
debt, information, or indictment; the one half there- 
of to the use of the United States, and the other 
half t» the informer; but where the prosecution 
shall he first instituted on behalf of the United 
States, the whole shall accrue to their use. And, 
for the more effectual discovery of such offences, 
the judges of the several district courts in the se- 
veral districts, and of the supreme courts in the ter- 
ritories of the United States, *as aforesaid, at their 
next session, to be held after the expiration of the 
time allowed for making the returns of the enume- 
ration hereby directed, to the secretary of state, 
shall give this act in charge to the grand juries in 
their respective courts, and shall cause the returns of 
the several assistants, and the said attested copy of 
the aggregate amount, to b.e laid before them for 
tlieir inspection. 
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Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That every as 
ssftuuu shell receive at the rate of one dollar for eve- 
ry hundred persons by him returned, where such 
persons reside in the country; and where such per- 
sons reside in aGity or town, containing more than 
three thousand persons, such assistant shall receive 
at the rate of one dollar for every three hundred 
persons; but where, from the dispersed situation of 
the inhabitants in some divisions, one dollar will be 
insufficient for one hundred persons, tue marshals, 
with the approbation of the judges of their respec- 
tive districts or territories, may make such further 
allowance to the assistants in such divisions as shall 
be deemfcd an adequate compensation; Provided, 
The same does not exceed one dollar and twenty- 
five cents for every fifty persons by them returned; 
Provided Jurther, That before any assistant, as 
aforesaid, shall be entitled to receive said compen- 
sation, he shall take and subscribe the following 
oath or affirmation, before some judge or justice 
of the peace, authorised to administer the same, to 
wit:— I, A. B. do solemnly swear or affirm, that the 
{lumber of persons set forth in the return made by 
me, agreeably to the provisions of the act, enti- 
tled “An act to provide for taking the fourth cen- 
sus or enumerstion of the inhabitants of the United 
States, and for other purposes,” have been ascer- 
tained by an actual enquiry at every dwelling-house, 
or of the head of pvery family, in exact conformity 
with the provisions of said act; and that 1 have, in 
every respect, fulfilled the duties required of me 
by said act, to the best of rny abilities, and that the 
return aforesaid is correct and true, according to 
the best of my knowledge and belief. The seve- 
ral marshals shall receive as follows: The marshal 
of the district of Maine, two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars; the marshal of the district of New Hampshire, 
two hundred and fifty dollars; the marshal of the 
district of Massachusetts, three hundred dollars; 
the marshal of the district of Rhode Island, one 
hundred and fifty dollars: the marshal of the district 
of Connecticut, two hundred dollars; the marshal of 
the district of Vermont, two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars; the marshal of the southern district of New 
York, two hundred and fifty dollars; the marshal of 
the northern district of New York, two hundred and 
fifty dollars; the marshal of the district ef New Jer- 
sey, two hundred dollars; the marshal of the eastern 
district of Pennsylvania, three hundred dollars; the 
marshal of the western district of Pennsylvania, two 
hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of De- 
laware, one hundred dollars; the marshal of the dis- 
trict of Maryland, three hundred dollars; tho mar- 
shal of the eastern district of Virginia, three hun- 
dred dollars; the marshal of the western district of 
Virginia, two hundred dollars; the marshal of the 
district of Kentucky, three hundred dollars; the 
jparshal of the district of North Carolina, three 
"hundred and fifty dollars; the marshal of the district 
of South Carolina, three hundred dollars; the mar- 
shal of the district of Georgia, three hundred dol- 
lars; the marshal of the district of east Tennessee, 
one hundred and fifty dollars; the marshal of the 
district of west Tennessee, one hundred and fifty 
dollars; the marshal of the district of Ohio, three 
hundred dollars; the marshal of the district of Indi- 
sna, two hundred dollars: the marshal of the dis- 
trict of Illinois, one hundred and fifty dollars; the 
marshal of the district of Mississippi, one hundred 
ind fifty dollars; the marshal of the district of Lou- 
isiana, one hundred and fifty dollars; the marshal of 
the district of Alabama, one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars; the marshal of the district of Columbia, fifty 
dollars; the marshal of the Missouri territory, one 


hundred dollars; the marshal of the Michigan terri- 
tory, one hundred dollars; the marshal of the Ar- 
kansas territory, one hundred dollars. 

Sec 5. And be it further enacted. That every per- 
son whose usual place of abode shall be in any fami- 
ly, pn the said first Monday in August one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty, shall be returned a* of 
such family; and the name of every person who 
shall be an inhabitant of any district or territory, 
without a settled place of residence, shall bo insert- 
ed in the column of the schedule which is allotted 
for the heads of families in the division where he 
or she shall be on the said first Monday, in August; 
and every person occasionally absent at the time of 
enumeration, as belonging to the place in whieh 
he or she usually resides in the United States. 

Sec 6. And be it further enacted, 1 hat each and 
every free person, more than sixteen years of age, 
whether heads of families or not, belonging to any 
family within any division, district or territory, 
made or established within the United States, shall 
be and hereby is, obliged to render lo the assistant 
of the division, if required, a true account, to the 
best of his or her knowledge, of every person be- 
beiongiug to such family, respectively, according to 
the several descriptions aforesaid, on pain of forfeit- 
ing twenty dollars, to be sued for and recovered, in 
an action of debt, by such assistant; the one "half to 
his own use, and the other half to the use of the 
United States. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted. That each and 
every assistant, previous to making his return to the 
marshal, shall cause a correct copy, signed y him- 
self, of the schedule containing the number of in- 
habitants within his division, to be setup at two of 
the most public places within the same, there to re- 
main for the inspection of all concerned; for each 
of which copies, the said assistant shall be entitled 
to receive two dollars: Provided , jproof of the sche- 
dule having been set up and suffered to remain, 
shall be transmitted to the marshal, with the return 
of the number of persons; and in case any assistant 
shall fail to make such proof to the marshal, as 
aforesaid, he shall forfeit the compensation allowed 
him by this act. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted. That the secre- 
tary of state shall be, and hereby is, authorised and 
required, to transmit to the marshals of the several 
districts and territories, regulations and instructions 
pursuant to this act, for carrying the same into ef- 
fect, and also the forms contained therein, of the 
schedule, to be returned, and such other forms as 
may be necessary in carrying this act into execu- 
tion, and proper interrogatories to be administered 
by the several persons to be employed in taking the 
enumeration. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted. That in those 
states composing two districts, and where part of a 
county may lie in each district, such county shall 
be considered as belonging to that district in which 
the court house of said county may be situate. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted. That it stall 
be the duty of the several marshals and their assist 
tants, at the time for taking the said census, to take, 
under the direction of the secretary of state, and 
according to such instructions as he 9hall give, and 
such forms as he shall prescribe, an account of the 
several manufacturing establishments, and their ma- 
nufactures, within their several districts, territories 
and divisions: the said assistants shall make return 
of the same to the marshals of their respective dis* 
tricts or territories; and the said marshals shall 
transmit the said returns, and abstracts thereof, to 
the secretary ef state, at the same time at which 
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they are, by this act, required, respectively, to 
make their returns to the aecretary of state: for the 
performance of which additional service, they shall, 
respectively, receive, as compensation therefor, not 
exceeding twenty per centum in addition to the 
sums allowed by this act, to be apportioned in pro 
portion to the services rendered, under the direc- 
tion of the secretary of state. 

Sac. 11. And be it further enacted , That in all ca- 
ses where the superficial content of any county or 
parish shall exceed forty miles square, and the 
number of inhabitants in said parish or county shall 
not exceed two thousand five hundred, the marshal 
or assistants shall be allowed, with the approbation 
of the judges of the respective districts or territo- 
ries, such further compensation as shall be deemed 
reasonable: Provided the same does not exceed 
three dollars for every fifty persons by them re- 
turned. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted. That when the 
aforesaid enumeration shall be completed, and re- 
turned to the office of the secretary of state, by 
the marshals of the states and territories, he shall 
direct the printers to congress to print, for the 
tue of the congress, fifteen hundred copies there- 
of. 

H. CLAY, 

Speaker of the house of representatives, 
JOHN GAIL LARD, 
President of the senate, pro tempore. 

Washington, March 14, 1820. Approved: 

JAME8 MONROE. 


Foreign Articles. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

TJie case of the the queen has been twice brought 
up before parliament. It is truly laughable to ob- 
serve the manner in which the ministers speak of 
her. They allude to her as having been the prin- 
cess of Wales, designate her as an “illustrious per- 
son*” but abstain from using the word “queen,” 
as though there was treason in the sound. Mr. 
Hume wished to know why she was not acknow- 
ledged — lord Castlereagh said that “great delicacy 
ernght to be used on this intereuhng subject — the 
less it was agitated he thought the better— the 
Jiigh personage would be provided for.” The next 
day the sum of 200,000/. was asked for to enable 
the king to provide for certain payments charged 
on the civil list — understood in part to be for the 
queen. Mr. Tierney asked how could a payment: 
be made to the queen under this grant? — the chan- 1 
cellor of the exchequer said it would be made as j 
formerly to the prirtcess of Wales, the grant was 
made to the person. It was contended that there 
was no princess of Wales — this was admitted, but 
the person who mat princess of Wales remained, 
and the money would be paid to her. The curious 
case occurs, that a sum of money is voted for the 
avowed purpose of supporting the wife of the king, 
without naming her. Mr. Tierney said he was 
aware that the chancellor of the exchequer must 
not say the word “queen!” 

We notice these tilings only to shew the sort of 
stuff, that royalty is composed of. It seems that 
the opposition intend to support her claims to a 
coronation. 

It does not appear to be determined whether 
Thistlewood and the other conspirators, shall be 
trie^ for high treason or murder. Probably the 
former. A coroner’s inquest has found them guilty 
of the latter. One of the persons arrested was a 
colored nun, named Davidson— the moment that 


the privy council finished bis examination, he com- 
mencedr singing, “Scots wha hae wi’ Wallace bled,” 
to the great surprise of all! 

Viscount Castlereagh has recovered damages of 
sir Francis Burdett, for injury done plaintiff’s house 
in St. James’s square, by * riotous mob at the close 
of the last Westminster election. 

The London Morning Chronicle contradicts the 
rumor circulated of losses at play by the duke of 
Wellington; and states, that so far from indulging in 
play, he was never known to lose five pounds at any 
game. 

Speech of the cemminionere on prorogitiilg parliament 
-Feb. 27. 

“My lords and gentlemen — We are commanded 
by his majesty to inform you, that it is a great dis- 
appointment to his majesty, that cm this first and 
solemn occasion he is prevented by indisposition 
from meeting you in person. 

It would have been a consolation to his majesty 
to give utterance in this place to those feelings 
with which his majesty and the nation alike deplore 
the loss of a sovereign, the common father of all his 
people. 

The king commands us to inform you, that in 
determining to call without delay the new parlia- 
ment, his majesty has been influenced by the con- 
sideration of what is most expedient for public bu- 
siness, as well as most conducive to general conve- 
nience. 

Gentlemen of the honse of commons— Wt arc 
directed by bis majesty to thank you for the provi- 
sion which you have made for the several branches 
of the public service, from the commencement of 
the present year, and during the interval which 
must elapse before a new parliament can be assem- 
bled. 

My lords and gentlemen — We are commanded to 
inform you, that in taking leave of the prese nt par- 
liament, his majesty cannot refrain from conveying 
to you his warmest assurances of the sense which 
[his majesty entertains of the important services 
which you have rendered the country. 

Deeply as his majesty lamented that designs and 
practices, such as those which you have been re- 
cently called upon to repress, should have existed 
in this free and happy country, he cannot sufficient- 
ly commend the prudence and firmness with which 
you directed your attention to the means of coun- 
teracting. 

If any doubt had remained as to the nature of 
those principles by which the peace and happiness 
of the nation were so seriously menaced, or of the 
excesses to which they were likely to lead, the fla- 
grant and sanguinary confederacy which has lately 
been detected, must open the eye* of the most in- 
credulous, and must vindicate to the whole world 
the justice and expediency of those measures to 
which you judged it necessary to resort in defence 
of the laws and constitution of the realm.” 

FRANCE. 

A Paris paper of the 29th of Feb. contains the 
following important article.— It is reported that an 
humble address is signing in many of the arrondis- 
sements of Paris, expressive of the horror and re- 
gret of the inhabitants of the late melancholy cala- 
mity, and petitioning H. R. H. Monsieur, to take into 
consideration the forming a matrimonial alliance 
for the further assuring the perpetuation of the le- 
gitimate dynasty on the throne of France. 

France appears to be undisturbed— our accounts 
are of the 1st of March, from Paris. The potiticul 
sensation caused by the death of the duke of Berri 
had subsided. 
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SPAIN. 

We have no news from Spain since our last. A 
Paris paper of Feb. 29, speaks of the severity ofthe 
police and military at Caclis, to preserve that city 
to Ferdinand. More than three persons are pro- 
hibited from appearing together after sun-9et — sere* 
nades are forbidden, and masking in the Carnival 
prevented. 


CONGRESS. 

€ IN THE SENATE. 

April 7. Mr. Noble reported the bill from the 
house of representatives, supplementary to the re- 
volutionary pension act, with an amendment, pro- 
posing that no person receiving a salary or com- 
pensation from government to the amount of — 
dollars, should he entitled to a pension. 

A motion to fix an earlier day of meeting for the 
next session of congress, was negatived. 

The bill supplementary to the “act concerning 
•navigation,” reported in pursuanceof the motion 
of VJr. King, of New York, being amended so as to 
apply it to all the porta ofthe Britiah IVeat Irutiea , was 
further postponed until Monday. 

The bill from the house (as amended) for the re- 
lief of the sufferers at Savannah, was passed. j 

The senate next took up the message from the 
• house of representatives announcing their disagree- 
ment to the amendments of the senate to the mili- 
tary appropriation bill. 

Mr. Sanford moved that the senate recede from 
their first amendment, (increasing the appropri- 
ation from 300, U00 to 430,000 dollars for clothing 
fbr the army.) 

Tuis motion was agreed to without debate or ob- 
jection —and the senate receded therefrom accord- 
ingly. 

The next amendment proposes to add 50,000 to 
the appropriation for the quartermaster general’s 
department, (with the view of enabling the execu- 
tive to carry the Missouri expedition to the Man- j 
dan villages — though 30,000 of the 50,000 dolls, it is 
contended, according to the estimates of the war 
department, is necessary to maintain the expedition 
at the Council Bluffs ) 

On this amendment, Mr. Sanford moved that the 
senate do inaist. 

Considerable debate followed— those in favor of 
insisting, said that the expedition had been sanct ion- 
ed by congress and that this sum was necessary to 
fulfil the contracts, 8tc. At length — 

The question was then taken on inaiating on the 
amendment, and was decided in the affirmative — 
ayes 2l,noes 13. 

On motion of Mr. Otia a conference was asked of 
the other house, on the disagreeing vote; and 
Messrs. Sanford , Otia and Dana , were appointed 
managers of the conference on the part of the se- 
nate.. 

The senate then took up the disagreement of the 
other house to the amendments of the senate to 
the bill making appropriations to the civil list, for 
the current year — and, on motion, receded there- 
from. 

The bill to establish an eighth circuit court, to 
comprehend the state of Tennessee, was read the 
third time; and 

On motion of Mr. WilKama , of Tennessee, after 
considerable discussion on the subject, the salary of 
the additional circuit judge was fixed at 3000 dol- 
lars, by the casting vote of the president, the votes 
being 14 to 14; and the bill was then passed and 
sent to the other house for concu rrence. 

X 


■ - ■ ■ ! ■ ■ - 

A motion to adjourn Over to Monday was reject* 
ed, by yeas and nays — ayes 14, noes 24. 

The senate took up, on motion of Mr. Walker, of 
Georgia, the bill to increase file salaries of the dis- 
trict judges of the courts of the United states. 

A definite postponement of the bill was moved 
for by Mr. King, of Alabama, — but,before the ques- 
tion was taken, he senate adjourned. 

April 8. — (Saturday). The motion which lay over 
foran indefinite postponement Of the b ; U to increase 
the compensation of certain district judges, was ne- 
gatived — ayes 10. 

Much difference of opinion was manifested in fill* 
ing up the bill. At last, it resulted in these allow, 
ances for the district judge of Louisiana 3o00;for 
those of 8. Carolina and Georgia 2300; those of Massa- 
chusetts, New York (north and south districts), 
Pennsylvania, (east district), Maryland, east district 
of Virginia, and Mississippi, at 2100 each; those of 
North Carolina, Kentucky , Tennessee and Alabama, 
at 2000 each; those ofthe west district of Pennsyl- 
vania, west district of Virginia, and Ohio, at 1800 
each; those of New Jersey *nd Delaware, at 1700; 
those of Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, Indiana and lllinoisr at 1500 each; the 
judge of Vermont at 130 b 

After which, the senate adjourned, 

»9pril 10 Mr. Barbour , of Virginia, submitted the 
following resolutions for consideration: 

Reaolved, That the federal government is a go- 
vernment of limited powers, and can rightfully ex- 
ercise such only as are expressly given it by the 
constitution, or such R9 are properly incident to an 
express power, and necessary to its execution. 

Reaolved, That congress cannot constitutionally 
pass any law concerning the press; and therefore 
that the sedition act was a palpable assumption of 
power, directly at variance as well with the spirit as 
the letter of the constitution, 

Reaolved, That, where the people of the United 
States are endamaged in their property by uncon- 
stitutional exercises of authority, and such damage 
can be fixed with certainty, the sufferers are entit- 
led to indemnity, if it can be done without hazard- 
ing the public welfare. 

Reaolved, therefore. That the amount of fines cil* 
looted under the sedition act, should be refunded to 
those from whom they were exacted; knd that the 
bill now pending before the senate, for the relief at 
Matthew Lyon, be re-committed to the committee 
which brought'it in, with instructions so to amend 
it as to embrace all such ca?es. 

Mr. Barbour introduced these resolutions from 
a conviction, long entertained, that the principle ad. 
vanced was correct, and th zt it was right to make 
genera] provision for all cas^s coining within the 
purview of the resolutions, instead of legislating 
for them individually, as they were presented for 
relief. 

The resolutions lie upon the table. 

Nineteen bills received from the house Vere va- 
riously acted upon. The greater part of the re- 
mainder of this day was occupied with* bill for the 
relief of John H. Piatt, which was ordered to be 
engrossed fora Ihird reading— yeas 24, nays 11. 

April 1 1 . The senate took up the report of the 
committee on Indian affairs, adverse to the expedi- 
ency of abolishing the system of Indian trade as es- 
tablished by the act of 1811.— [Concurred in.] 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to renew ami extend the charter of the city of 
Washington; and continued occupied* Ijor several 
hours in an examination of the details, which arO 
very nuroereue, as the bill embraces most of 
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provisions of the late charter, with sundry addi- 
tions. 

A vote was taken on the power granted to raise 
10,000 dollars a year, for purposes to be approved 
by the president, <>s granted inthe old charter) and 
the provision was retained - 21 for, 14 against it. 

Mr. Morril moved so to amend the bill so as to 
extend the right of suffrage to all free white males 
Of the United States, resident in the city one year, 
whether they had paid a tax or not— -negatived, 
Onlv 3 or 4 rising in favor of It; 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
supplementary to the “act concemiftg navigation.” 

Mr. Bnhon observed that, on reflation, and con- 
sultation with the friends of the bill, it was believ- 
ed the amendment suggested by Mr. Parrott , when 
the Hill was last up, to extend its provisions to the 
British ports in Lower Canada, might prove useful 
— he moved an amendment* having that object; 
which was agreed to. 

All the amendments to the bill, adopted by the 
committee, having been agreed to in the senate. 

The bill was ordered to he engrossed and read a 
third time, by the following vote: 

YEAS— M tin. Bwrhour, Brown, Bun-ill, Dana, Dickerson, Ea- 
ton. EdwadJt, Elliott. Gailtanl, Horsey, Hunter. Johnson, of Lou. 
Kji.r. of Alab. Kin*, of N- Y. Larnnan. Leake. Lloyd, Logan, 
Lowrie, Macon, Mrllen, Morril, Noble, Otis, Palmer, Parrott, 
Pleasants, Roberts, lluggles, Sanford, Smith, Stokes, Taylor, 
Thomas, Tichen .r, Trimble, VnuDyke, WaUfrr,of Alab. Walk- 
er, of Geo. Williams, of Ten.— 4®. 

NAY— Mi. Wilton. 

Mr. Sanford, from the oommittee of conference, 
On the disagreeing vote of the two houses on the 
amendment to the military appropriation bill, made 
a report that the conferees had “met and confer- 
red concerning the same, and that they were un- 
Able to come to any agreement thereupon.” 

The report was read and laid on the table. 

Theengrosed bill for the relief of John H. Piatt, 
was read the third time, passed, and sent to the 
other house for concurrence. 

The bill tor increase the salaries of certain dis- 
trict judges (as noticed above) amended so as to 
rais" the salary of the judge in Massachusetts from 
2100 to 2300* and that of North Carolina from 2000 
to 2100 dollars, was rejected— 

On the question for ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed for a thiH reading — 

YEAS— M~an Brown, Edwnnl*. Gailltrd.Howy, Eillott. Hnn 
<cr.Jobn#on, of Ken. Johnson of Louisiana, King, of New York, 
Ijinma i. L ske, Mellen, Otis Sanford, Smith. Stokes. Taylor, 
Trimble, Van Dyke, Walker of Georgia, Williams, of Tennessee 
—31- 

y 4fS— Barbour, Bttrrill. Dana, Dickerson, Eaton, 
£ing. of Alabama, Lloyd, Logan. Lowrie, Maeon, Morril, NoMe, 
Palmer. Parrott, Pleasants. Roberts, Buggies, Thomas, Tiebcaor, 
Walker, of Alab Wilson ^2 1. , , 

1 The senate be ng thus equally divided, the ques- 
tion Was lost, and the bill of course rejected ; and 

The senate adjourned. 

April 12< Mr Morril laid upon the table the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved, That the practice of duelling is inhu 
man, immoral, and censurable. 

Resolved , That the president of the United States 
woiild be justifiable in striking from the rolls of the 
army and navy the names of all persons thereon, 
Who have been or hereafter may be, directly or in- 
directly engaged in a duel, or who may have been, 
or hereafter may be, in any way or mauner accessa- 
ry thereto. 

A bill to establish the boundary line between 
the states of Indiana and Illinois, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. A doubt was ex- 
ft-cssed as te the right of congress to interfere in 


this between tw® s- #vtTeign states — on the other 
sjde it was contended that congress ought to es- 
tablish the meridian line, as originally proposed 
to separate them. 

The senate tbtnf, on mbtion of Mr. Sanford , pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the report of the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes' 
of the two houses, on the amendment of the senate 
to the military appropriation bill, 

After Some remarks — 

Tue question was taken on receding from the 
amendment, and decided in the affirmative -aye* 22 / 

The engrossed bill, supplementary to the “acA 
concerning navigation;” and the engrossed bill to> 
establish the district of Pearl River, in Mississippi, 
were severally read the third time, passed, and 
sent to the house of representatives for concur- 
rence. 

Mr. Van Dyke, from thA Committee ofi pension^, 
reported a bill concerning invalid pensioners; and 

The senate went iuto the consideration of execu- 
tive business*, after which,- they 

Adjourned. 

; HOUSE OP HKPHESEKTATIYKS. 

Thursday, April 6. A motion, to meet at 10 tD* 
stead of 11 o’clock, was negatived. 

Mr. Barbour submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, That the following be added to thw 
standing rules of the house: “No petition shall h« 
received at the first session of any congress, except 
within the first ninety days thereof ; norat any sub- 
sequent session, except within the first sixty days 
thereof.” 

This motion lies on the table one day of course^ 
being a motion to amend the rules. 

Mr. Ervin , after a speech of considerable length, 
offered a set of resolutions, which had for their ob- 
ject the removal of the remains of gen. Washington 
to the capitol square in the city of Washington, over 
I which a mausoleum should be erected, &c. But the 
house refused to consider them at this time. 

The bill from the senate for the relief of the suf- 
ferers by the late fire at Savannah, was taken up— 
it provides for a remission of one-fourth of the du- 
ties on the goods consumed. Mr. Jieid moved to 
strike out one-fourth, so that the whole might be re- 
mitted -negatived. Mr. /Walso moved to strike out 
as aforesaid, so as simply to extend the credit on the 
bonds for two years— agreed to, 63 to 53. Mr. Clay 
moved a new section, to grant g50,000 for the re- 
lief of the sufferers — negativeaT The committee 
rose and reported the bill as amended— at length, 
on beipg further amended, so as to give a credit of 
four years on the bonds, it was passed to a third 
reading. 

Fnday , April 7. Mr. Livermore, from the com- 
mittee on the post-office and post-roads, who were 
instructed to enquire into the subject, reported a 
bill for the relief of the widow of John Heaps, who, 
being employed as a carrier of the mail of the U. 
States, and, having the mail in his custody, was beset 
by ruffians and murdered; which was twice read and 
committed. 

The committee of claims reported unfavorably on 
eight private petitions. 

The bill from the senate, for the relief of certain 
sufferers by the late fire at Savannah, was read a 
third time as amended, and passed. 

Twenty private bills were then severally taken up 
and passed to a third reading — and, after a very 
busy day, the house adjourned. 

Saturday , April 8. Several bills were twice read 
and committed. 
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On motion of Mr. linn , it was 
Resolved \ That the committee on military affairs 
he directed to enquire irtto the expediency of pro- 
viding by law a more effectual remedy to prevent 
duelling in the army and navy of the United States, 
and in the district of Columbia. 

Three bills, received from the senate, were twice 
read and committed. 

The private bills ordered to a third reading yes- 
terday, were all passed, except two, which were 
recommitted. 

The house took up the message of the senate, 
asking a conference upon the disagreeing votes of 
the o houses, on the second amendment propos- 
ed by the senate to the military appropriation bill 
for the year 1820; and the house determined to in- 
sist on its disagreement to the said amendment, and 
also agreed to appoint a committee of conference 
thereon. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the navy, transmitting a report, in 
obedience to a resolution of the house 30th ult. re- 
quiring information as to any presents, kc. which 
may have been received by capt. Biddle, from Spa- 
nish officers in the Pacific, while commanding the 
Outario in that sea, kc. which documents were or- 
dered to be printed; and 
The house adjourned. 

Monday , April 10. The speaker laid before the 
house certain documents relating to the cruise of 
the sloop of war Ontario; which were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. Silebee, from the committee on naval affairs, 
to whom was referred the petition of capt. Samuel 
C Beid, in behalf of himself, and the other officers 
and crew of the private armed brig General Arm- 
strong, made a report adverse to the prayer there- 
of; which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Many resolutions were submitted — among them 
one “to enquire into the praticability of rendering 
the hall of the house of representatives convenient 
for the transaction of public business!” 

The whole of the rest of this day was spent on 
the bill concerning the banks in the district of Co- 
lumbia. The object of this bill is to re -charter all 
the banks that now pay specie, on condition that 
certain of them are consolidated, Itc. See. The 
proceedings occupy nearly two columns in the Na- 
tional Intelligencer! The bill was finally ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. [The follow- 
ing sketch of the provisions of the bill may be in- 
teresting, as shewing what regulations the house of 
representatives are disposed to adopt as to the cur- 
rency within the district specially subjected to the 
control of congress:] 

This bill provides — 

Sec. 1. That the charters of all the incorporated 
banks that now pay specie on demand, be extended 
until the 16th June, 1825. 

Sec. 2 Should any of said banks refuse to pay 
specie, or lawful currency of the United States on 
demand, they are to pay an interest of len per cent, 
per annum until payment of such demand is made, 
and congress is empowered forthwith to revoke 
their charters, and provide for settling their ac- 
counts. 

Sec. 3. No bank to issue, reissue, or receive in 
payment or deposite, any bill, note, kc. under five 
dollars, after the 1st January uext, except to receive 
such note or notes as may have been issued, before 
that time , in exchange for current coin, or a debt 
due such bank. Charter forfeited for offending. 

Sec. 4. Any offiocr of a bank who shall conceal, 
embezzle, or eonnivc at the concealment or embez- 


zlement of any property of a bank, to be adjudged 
a felon, and imprisoned not more than 10 years, and 
fined not less than 1,060, nor more than 20,000 dol- 
lars— -one moiety to the United States, the other to 
the informer; all debts due to him by said bank 
being first satisfied. 

Sec 5. Any bank ceasing to pay on demand — 
no officer or director of said bank permitted to buy 
up, in person, or by agent, or receive in payment 
any note or bill of said bank at a less price or value 
than its face purports it to be worth— for each of- 
fence, to be imprisoned for one month, and pay 
thrice the value of such hill or note. 

8eo. 6. The present charter of the bank of Co- 
lumbia, revoked on 1st Jan. 1822, and rechartered 
on the same footing of the other district banks, un- 
til the 16th June, 1840. 

Sec. 7 . Revokes the charter of the Franklin bank 
of Alexandria, and provides for settling their ac- 
counts. 

8ec. 8. The president . and directors of each 
bank to file their declaration in writing in the of- 
fice of the secretary of the treasury, within six 
months; assenting to the terms hereby granted, or 
to forfeit their charters, and settle their accounts, 
as allowed the Franklin bank of Alexandria. 

Sec. 9. Prohibits any corporation withiiuUe Dis- 
trict of Columbia, other than said banks, issuing 
or discounting notes er bills after the 1st of Jan. 
next — any mayor, or alderman, councilman, kc. for 
each offence to pay not loss than 100, nor more than 
1,000 dollaVs. 

Sec. 10. Any person who shall sign, countersign, 
or endorse any note, bill, kc. as aforesaid, in addi- 
tion to said penalty, to be imprisoned not less than 
three nor more than twelve months 

Sec. 11. Declares null and void all drafts, bills, 
&c. given in payment for money discounted by any 
corporation, contrary to the provisions of this act, 
whether such bills are made payable to such cor- 
poration, or to any person as agent or trustee. 

Sec. 12. Any mayor, alderman, councilman, clerk, 
kc. that shall, after the 1st of January next, issue 
and pass into circulation, any bill or note, as afore- 
said, to incur all said penalties, notwithstanding said 
note may be signed prior to said first day of January. 

Sec. 13 and 14, provides for the consolidation oF 
the banks of Alexandria into two banks, with a ca- 
pital of oue million of dollars each, to take place by 
written articles of association, prior to the 16th June, 
1825; provided they continue until that period:— 
charters to extend to 16th June, 1840, subject to 
the present rules, conditions, kc. of the Farmers* 
bank of Alexandria, and also to the rules, condition^ 
kc. of this act. 

Sec. 15 provides, in a similar manner, forthe con- 
solidation of the banks of Georgetown, other than 
the bank of Columbia, into one bank, with a capital 
which, added to the capital of the bank of Columbia, 
shall make the sum of two millions of dollars, and 
no more, subject to the present rules, conditions, 
kc. of the Farmers and Mechanics* bank of George- 
town, and also to the rules, kc. imposed by this act. 

Sec. 16, contains like provision forthe consolida- 
tion of the bank of Washington and the Patriotic 
bank, with a capital of one million of dollars. 

Sec. 17, in like manner, extends the charter of 
the bank of the Metropolis, with permission to 
augment their capital to one million of dollars. 

Sections 18 and 19, prescribe the modes of pro- 
ceeding of such banks and stockholders as may or 
may not accept the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 20. All banks in the district, except the 
Franklin bahk of Alexandria, from and after 1st Jan. 
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1820, to pay one-sixth of one per centum. On its 
capita! stock, after netting 1 6 pet* cent, to its stock- 
holders, to constitute a school fund for the educa- 
tion of indigent children in each town. Each bank, 
•erai annually, on paying their dividends and the 
aforesaid one per centum, to render au exact ac- 
count of its condition to the secretary of the trea- 
sury — on failure thereof, or an attempt to defraud 
the fund aforesaid, congress have power to declare 
the charters null and void. 

Sec. 21. This act to be in force from and after the 
passage thereof. 

Tnetilay, April 11. Mr. Alex, Smyth, Mr. Quartos, 
and Mr. Strother obtained leave of absence, from 
next Monday, for the remainder of the session. 

Mr. from the military committee, who were 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding a more effectual remedy against duelling in 
the army and navy and in the district of Columbia, 
made a report, in Which they state, "that they con- 
sider the existing law as amply sufficient, if executed, 
to repress duelling in the army,” and they, there- 
fore, ask to be discharged from further enquiry on 
the subject. The report was adopted by the house. 

The house took up the bill from the senate to 
continue in force the act of the 20th April, 1818, 
supplementary to an act to regulate the collection 
Of duties on imports and tonnage, passed the 2d of 
March, 1799, amended it by adding a section, ex- 
tending the time for completing the entries, and 
for taking oath required in cases of exportation for 
benefit of drawback, to twenty days from the date 
of the clearance of the vessel: provided that all other 
regulations and formalities, heretofore established, 
shall be complied with. This amendment was or- 
dered to engrossed; and the bill to be read & third 
time to-morrow. 

The engrossed bill, to alter the times of holding 
the courts in the district of Columbia, was read a 
third time, passed and sent to the senate for concur- 
rence. 

A great deal of private business was variously 
acted upon this day. 

fV ednetday, April 12. Several petitions of a ge- 
neral nature were this morning presented and re- 
ferred, or ordered to lie on the table, viz: 

By Mr. Sergeant, a petition of the printers and 
book-sellers in the city of Philadelphia, praying 
that additional duties may be imposed on paper im- 
ported into the United States. 

By Mr. Sergeant, also, a petition of sundry inha- 
bitants of the city of'Philadelpliia, praying that a 
.duty of ten per centum may be laid on all sales at 
'auction, except sheriff** sales. 

By Mr. Baldwin, a petition from sundry iron 
founders and manufacturers of iron, in and near the 
city of Philadelphia, praying that additional duties 
may be imposed on iron imported into the United 
States. 

By Mr. Baldwin, also a memorial of the Pennsyl- 
vania society for the encouragement of American 
'manufactures, praying that further protection and 
encouragement may be extended to the manufac- 
turing interest of the country generally. 

By Mr. Pinckney, a memorial and petition of sun- 
dry merchants and underwriters in the city of 
Charleston, in South Carolina, praying compensa- 
tion for spoliations committed on their lawful com- 
merce, by cruisers under the French flag, between 
the years 1793 and 1800, their claims to which, 
upon the government of France, for indemnity, 
Were abandoned on the part of the United States, 
in the convention on the 30th September, 1800. 

The eoiamittee on the judiciary reported unfa- 


vorably on a bill from the senate ‘^further to ameod 
the judicial system of the U. S.** The bill propose* 
to incorporate the two districts of Tennessee intq 
one. The bill and report were laid upon the table. 

The bill “concerning the banks in the district oF 
Columbia,” was read a third time; and the question 
being stated— -“Shall the bill pass?” 

The debate and proceeding* on this bill, occu- 
pied nearly the whole of the sitting. 

The result was, that the bill patted , but not with- 
out great opposition, and was sent to the sena£o for 
concurrence. 

THURSDAY** PROCEEDINGS. 

In the tetmte,—* curious question of order was 
presented. On the bill to increase the salaries of 
certain judges, decided on the 11th iust. the votes 
were equally divided. Every bill that is not carried 
by a majority is considered as rejected. Mr. Wal- 
ker, of Geo who voted for the bill, moved its re- 
consideration. The president dt Vuled that the mo- 
tion was contrary to the spirit of the rule. To ac- 
commodate Mr Walker, Mr. Barbour, who had 
voted on the other aide, moved to re-consider the 
vote — which being done, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Several bills, of not much general importance^ 
among them that to extend the charter of the city 
of Washington, (which was passed with on amend- 
ment) were reaci, laid upon the table, or passed, &c* 

Some time was spent on the bill for the relief of 
sick and disabled seamen, after which the senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

In the htute of representativet . The bill frem the 
senate “to continue in force the act passed on the 
20th day of April, 1818, entitled an act supplemen- 
tary to an act entitled an act to regulate the collec- 
tion of duties on imports and tonnage, passed the 
2d day of March, 1799,” was read a third time as 
amended, passed, and sent to the senate for concur- 
rence in the amendment. 

Thirteen private bills were passed and sent to the 
senate— others were referred, re-committed, 8tc. 

Among the petitions received was one from cer- 
tain distillers of Salem, Mass, against the imposition 
of additional duties on molasEes. 

'Hie speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of war, transmittinga report of the su- 
perintendent of Indian trade, shewing the amount 
of goods furnished annually since the peace of 1815, 
to each Indian trading house, with the articles re- 
ceived in exchange or payment therefor, toge- 
ther with an account of sales of such articles, &c. 
made in obedience to a resolution of this house. 

The house took up, and proceeded to consider 
the bill for the relief of general James Wilkinson, 
(for the indemnification of gen. W. from a judg- 
ment obtained against him in one of the courts of 
the state of Mississippi, in an action for false impri- 
sonment, during the alarm of Burr’s conspiracy.) 

After considerable debate, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. JJvei'morc moved to discharge the committee 
of the whole from the further consideration of the 
bill, for the alteration of the patent tariff of thttie t on 
foods imported , with a view to its postponement* 
Hut the motion was declared not to be in order be- 
fore the reading of the following bill: 

Thereupon Mr. JfarAour moved to lay that bill on 
the table; which motion was negatived. 

The bill from the senate, supplementary to the 
act, “concerning navigation,” was twice read, and 
was, on motion of Mr. Uill, referred to the commit- 
tee on commerce. 
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Mr.* fVilliamst of N. C. then moved to postpone 
until to-morrow the other orders of the day preced- 
ing that referred to by Mr. Livermore, with a view 
of then moving to postpone that bill, until the next 
session of congress. 

Mr. William* thought that there was not time to 
act upon this bdl— so did Mr. Lovmdeo— however, 
the motion was withdrawn till to-morrow. 

The house resolved-itself into a committee of the 
Whole on the bill respecting the half-pay of the sur- 
viving officers of the revolutionary army— the first 
section was stricken eut, or the bill virtually re- 
jected, by a majority of about twenty votes. But in 
the house, it was laid upon the table, the house not 
being full. Adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

Execution . The awful sentence of the law was 
executed on John F. Ferguson and Israel Denny, 
at Baltimore, on Thursday last. These unfortunate 
men were of those who seized upon the privateer 
Irresistible, in the port of Margaretta, about a year 
since, and brought her to the United States; and on 
the voyage, also, they were charged with the com- 
mission of certain acts of piracy, of which they were 
convicted. A lively interest was taken to save 
them, by a petition to the president- — there seemed 
to be many extenuating circumstances in their fa- 
vor: but the president, though he treated the peti- 
tion with marked respect, felt it necessary to shew 
that the law’s against piracy would be carried into ef- 
fect. 

Com. Barron has so far recovered as to have left 
Washington for his residence at Hampton, Va. 

Davis , the person detected in plundering the 
mail near New York, has been tried, found guilty, 
and sentenced to six year’s imprisonment. 

Maine . Gen, William King, (rep.) lias been 
elected the first governor of the new state, almost 
without opposition. 

Massachusetts . Gov. Brooks is re-elected by a 
probable majority of about 9000 votes. Tho senate, 
it is thought, will be composed of zl federalists, and 
10 republicans. It will be recollected that Maine is 
now separated. 

Connecticut. Governor Wolcott, with the lieut. 
governor, secretary and treasurer, have been 
re-elected without opposition. The republican 
ticket for senators prevailed with an increased ma- 
jority, though the number of votes was not so large 
as usual — say by 2500 votes. The house of repre- 
sentatives is republican, by nearly two to one. 

N?w Fork . The committee of enquiry into the 
conduct of judge Van Ness, of New York, have 
made a report to the house of representatives of 
that state, in which they express the opinion, “that 
there is nothing in the official conduct of the judge 
which requires the interposition of the constitu- 
tional power of the house.” 

Promotions and appointment j in the navy and marine 
corps , confirmed by the senate. 

Lieutenants in the navy to be masters commandant „• 

George Budd, Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, Joseph 
S. M’Pherson, John Porter, William Bolton Finch, 
William B. Sliubrick, Benj. W. Booth, and Alex- 
ander Claxton. 

Midshipmen to be lieutenants in the navy: 

John Jay Young, Charles H. Bell, Abraham Bige- 
low, Otlio Stagings, William Boden, f since dead ) 
Zachariah W. Nixon, John P. Cambreling, Henry 
C. Newton, Frank Ellery, Frederick Varnum, Fre- 


derick G. Wolbert, Walter Newcomb, Joseph VU 
Jarvis, Thomas W. Freelon and Pardon M. Whip-' 
pie. 

Samuel E. Watson, first lieutenant, to he captain 
of marines, vice Lyman Kellogg, resigned. 

James M.. Clements, second lieutenant, to be a 
first lieutenant of Ylarines. 

To be surgeon's mates: 

Joseph Kenz, Lou. Francis S. Beattie, Pa. Tho- 
mas J. Nelson, N. Y. James Comick, Ya. Robert K. . 
Dandridge, Va. Charles R. Smith, Ct. William Wil- 
liamson, N. J. William 1). Babbit, Mass. Robert Fal- 
coner, N. C. Samuel C. Smith, Ky. Alexander Wil- 
liams, Tenn. Joseph B. Stillman, N. Y. Thomas 
Boyd, Del. Edward Tilley, Md. George Terrill, Va. 
and David N. Mahon, Pa. 

To be pursers in the navy : 

John B. Fanning, Mass. Edward N. Cox, N. Y. 
and Nathaniel H. Perry, R. T. 

To be second lieutenant* in the marine corps : 

Augustus A. Nicholson, S. C. Charles Betts, Va.. 
Charles Sears, Blass. James M’Cawley, jr. Pa. Ben- 
jamin Macoraber, R. I. George Cooper, Mass. Abra- 
ham N. Brevoort, N. Y. and Samuel S. Coejeman* 

N. J. 

N. B. We understand, the Midshipmen, who. 
would, under the order of the navy department* 
have been entitled to an examination, and who were, 
at sea and not in a situation to be examined, will 
have their commissions, when given, dated back to* 
the present time. — Nat. hit. 

• Civil appointments . 

George F. Strother , at present a member of the 
house of representatives, from the state of Virgi- 
nia, to be receiver of public moneys at St. Louis, 
in the territory of Missouri. 

Tunstall Quarles, at present a member of the 
house of representatives, from the state of Kentuc- 
ky, has been in like manner appointed receiver of 
public moneys, for the district of Cape Girardeau, in 
the territory of Missouri. 

% George Bullitt , of Arkansas, to be register of the 
land office at Cape Girardeau. 

Bartnoeil Boswell , of Kentucky, to be register of 
the land office, for the district of Lawrence, in Ar- 
kansas. 

John Trimble, of Kentucky, to be receiver of pub- . 
lie moneys, at the same place. 

William Douglass Simms , of Alexandria, to be 
register of the land office at Arkansas, in Arkan- 
sas. 

Henry W. Conway , to be receiver of public mo- 
neys at the same place. 

Beniamin S. Pope , of Alabama, to be register of 
the land office at Huntsville. 

Obadiah Jones, of Alabama, to be receiver of pub- 
lic moneys, at the same place. 

| Christopher Ellery , of Rhode Island, to be collec- - 

tor of the district of Newport, R. I. 

| Barnabas Bates, of Rhode Island, to be collector 
for the district of Bristol, R. I. 

Humphrey Peake, of Virginia, to be collector for 
the district of Alexandria. 

*. Hied, at Charleston, Va. on the 29th ult. lieut. 
John Packett, of the U. S. navy, in the 29th year 
of his age. A valuable officer, who served in the 
Constitntion when she captured the Java, and iir 
Perry’s squadron, when he captured the British 
fleet on lake Erie. 

, At Oneida, (N. Y.) on the 16th ult. Comeliuo 

O. Tamany , a venerable chief, and principal coun- 
sellor of the Six Nations, in his 89th year. 
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Intercourse with the Indian Tribes. 

The following regulations, in addition to those 

P rescribed in the circular of the 3d of September, 
819,* have been adopted, with tjie approbation of 
the president of the Unite d States, to govern the 
future distribution of the sum appropriated by con 
gross for the civilization of the Indians, among indi- 
viduals or societies who have established, or con- 
template establishing, schools for the education of 
Indian children, in conformity to the abovemention- 
cd circular, and who desire the co-operation of the 
government: 

The position selected for the establishment, a 
plan of the buildings contemplated, with an estimate 
of the costs, to be submitted to the secretary of war, 
to be laid before the president. 

Government will, if it has the means and approves 
of the arrangement, pay two-thirds of the expense 
of erecting the necessary buildings. 

No part of the money to be advanced till after the 
buildings arc commenced; and one-fourth to be re 
served until they are completed. The payment to 
be made on the certificate of the agent of Indian af 
fairs, for the tribe or nation in which the establish- 
ment is located, as to the facts of the commencc- 
Wient and completion of the buildings. 

The president of the United States, will contri- 
bute, out of the annual appropriation, to each insti- 
tution which may be approved of by him, a sum pro 
portionate to the number of pupils belonging to 
each, regard being had to the necessary expense 
of the establishment, and the degree of success 
which has attended it* 

No advance to be made except for the buildings 
tRI the school is in actual operation; of' which fact, 
and the number of pupils belonging to it, the cer- 
tificate of the superintendent, or person having the 
principal control of the institution, will be sufficient 
evidence* 

A report will be annually made for each establish. 
Ytient on the 1st of October* of the number and 
names of the teachers and other persons belong- 
ing to it; the -number of students; the number 
•Which have Completed their course and left the in- 
stitution, since the first day of October of the pre- 
ceding yean the number entered, the amount of 
disbursements for the same period, and the value 
and description of property on hand: which report 
will be certified by the superintendent, or person 
having the principal control of the establishment. 

It is considered, to be the duty of all persons 
Who may be employed, or attached to any institu- 
tion, not only to set a good example of sobriety, in- 
dustry, and honesty, but, as far as practicable, to 
impress on the minds of the Ihdians the friendly 
and benevolent views of the government towards 
them, and the advantage to them in yielding to the 
policy of government, and co-operating with it in 
such measures as it may deem necessary for their 
civilization and happiness. A contrary course of 
conduct cannot fail to incur the displeasure of go- 
vernment, as it is impossible that the object which 

/See Wcekley Register, vol. XVII, page 32. 

Vor.. XVIII. 10. 


it has in view can be effected, and peace be habitu- 
ally preserved, if tag distrust of the Indians, as to 
its benevolent views, should be excited. 

.1. C CALHOUN. 

Department of vnir, February 29, 1820. 


Legist -lure of Maryland. 

Communication of the executive of Maryland, ro the legislature, 
December session, 1819. 

in cocxrn, Annapolis, Dec. 6, 1819. 

To thr honorable the prrildent of the senate. a>id the honorable 
the speaker of the boon of delegates. 

Gentlemen— Wv haw th- honor nf submitting to the legisla- 
ture the following statement >f our proceeding*, tinder sundry 
resolutions and acts, prescribing certain duties to this depart- 
ment. 

The rriulntion, directing the treasurer of th*» Western Shore 
to moke a disposition of several ipoCies of hank notes therein de- 
signat'd, lias been carried iuto effect, so far a* any controul over 
the same attached to u*, and for information of the result, w* h-*g 
leave, to refer to a communication from the treasurer on that sub- 
ject, herewith transmitted, marked A. 

Agreeably to the provisions of the resolution authorising the 
executive to employ counsel for the protection of thr state's inte- 
rest iu the controversy then pending with the branch hank of the 
United Slates in tha city of Baltimore, we irnmediataly s-lectrd 
tbc attorney general of Maryland, the bon. Joseph Hopkinson. of 
Philadelphia, and Walter Jones, esquire, of Washington, as advo- 
cates of the state's claim in the supreme court of the U. States, 
aud allowed them such a compensation as we considered aqaal to 
thair servicoa. Although this Case has been decided against the 
state, w« have the satisfictiuu of being assured, that her claim was 
ably supported, and that nothing was wanted iu zeal and talents 
af the counsel, to haw procured a different termination of the 
court. 

injnjrstianc? of the scveraUastructions given to us by the re- 
solution respecting th- roads and canals of this state, we have 
transmitted to the secretary of the treasury of the United States, 
such suggestions and information as it was in our power to make; 
a copy of which we her -With lay before tfi» legislature. B. 

The resolution requiring the governor to forward to fh» execu- 
tive of Virginia a Copy of the act, for ineorpcrmiisjr a comieiuy to 
erect a toll bridge across the Potomac river opposite ShepperdV 
town, has boon duly attended to. 

Conformably to the provisions of the resolution respecting the 
sale of the gunpowder at Easton and Annapolis, we h*»c caused 
that portion of it at thr former place, to be r« moved to Baltimore, 
with instructions to tin* agent of the si tie th-re for the collec- 
tion of arms. &c. tq dispose of it in a manner most advantageous 
to the state; but having been informed by him. that tlie article, not 
being in demand, would not producr a prior that, in our opinion, 
could justify a sale, it of course remains with him for future dis- 
posal. 

W« have deemed it advisable to retain so much of it. as sens at 
thf scat of government, with th- exception ora small quantity 
disposed of by thr armorer at this place, and by him account. d for 
with this department iu a settlement of his claims against the 
state. 

On thr subject of thearscnal.it would seem that establishments 
at Rat ton. Annapolis, Fredvricktown Au.i Baltimore, are fully suffi- 
cient for the purposes required of them, li is absulutrly neces- 
sary, th *t some person should be charged with the su perm tendance 
nf the public property, and the delivery of arms to the militia in 
Baltimurr; and from th- importance of that place to th" state, its 
central position, and facility of access to all par not the state, it is 
respect lully submitted, whether it would not be proper to form a 
permanent establishment in, or near Baltimore, tuned to the de- 
mands aul con returnees of the place. The United Stitts basing 
er~ct*-l buildings of considerable extent hi s-v- ral part, of the stat^, 
it is phibatile that some arrangement might be made, which would 
give the state the advantage of a deposit-, constantly under the 
protection of u regular guard. The state keeping no troops in 
service, th* advantage of this plan it suggested lor consideration. 

We transmit tor the information of the general assembly, a re- 
port made by th* clerk of this department, with his usual accuracy 
and diligence, in th* fulfil meat of the duties of his office, oaJcu- 
m exhibit, in a plsm and concis* manner, a full account of 
the arm* belonging to the state, from the commencement of the 
late war down to the present time, marked C. 

The register of the land office is pmc-eding. under the resolu- 
tion requiring him to transcribe a certain record book, and make 
out indexes, as therein prescribed. As we have found it difficult 
to ascertain th- value or the work until it shall tie performed, we 
hnv« forborne to enter into an ogr-emeut wuh him f.,r any spe- 
cific sum, and have only yet allowed him a partial advance of mo- 
ney. not more (on th- most moderate scale,) than we considered 
correspondent with the progress he has made in discharge of the 
duty required ofhitn. 
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Under the resolution respecting the appointment of commis* of an amendment to the constitution of the United Stat s. i»fo* 
sioner* to view and inspect the United Stai< s’ i urn pike road, run* posed by the legislature of the state of North Carolina, to establish 
iiing through Alleghany County, three gentlemen of that county an uniform mode of electing electors ot president and vice-press- 
were appointed commissioner* for the purpus** intended. Two of dent. L. 

t!iem having declined to act, nothing fur liter has been done un- Also sundry* papers in support of the application of William 
d»*r the resolution upon that subject. Wood to this department, for a r-*nunr ration for his expenses ^nd 

Of the sunt of one thousand dollars deposited in the treasury of service* in the apprehension and transportation from tlw city of 
the western shore, subj'-ct to our order, for the payment of ssisls- Baltimore to All- ghany county. for trial, of three men by name of 
tia claims, We have apnli -d to that purpose, seven bumlred and Cotterill, eharg d with a murder, and since tried and convicted, 
ninety four dollars and forty c* nts. and w> Itave no knowledge of As Use application states no particular claim, wu have not judgixf 
th* existence of any other demands un 11 m state of that character, it proju-r to make a discretionary allowance out of th* eonting ut 
for which t<te balance can b- p-quired* fund, but bare thought it best to r<*t- r the subject to the consider*- 

Tlue act entitled “An act to relieve the people of this state, as tiun of the general an; mbly. particularly, as it may lead t*» the 
far as practicable, from the evils arising from the demandsniade adoption of a g-u*r*i provision by law in eases of this kind, pro- 
ou die bunks of this state, for gold and silver by brokers,** &c. scribing the mode in which crimiuals, taken at a distance from the 
lias been published, as directed by the resolution upon that sub- place where thiir crimes were committed, shall be conveyed to 
j; ci. the proper enunty for trial, and providing for the expenses of 

Under the resolution of the genrral assembly, calling on the their arrest and transportation. It is due to Mr. Wood to express 
executive to dir> et the attorney g-iu-rd to prosecute such remedy our b di I. that he dvs Tv i to lie li terally rewarded for his great 
a* the, state may have against the officer* of tie- Um»oii Hank of ex-nioruio bringing these o Tenders to justice, and for expa nses 
Maryland for r insing top- rinit Thomas Fairfax, esq. assignee of incurred, money advanct-d, and loss of uou and property, in et 
th - slat-*, to subscribe for a certain numlier of shar- », agrcca-dy feeti-ig ir. M, 

to the r.ghts transferred to him for that purpose, we. have taken For tin* information of the genrral assembly relative to then* 
the earliest steps to protect the inter*, st of the stale, bee paper tuation of tie* claim of the state upon the United States* govern* 
marked I*. ment fur militia -xpeuditur s during the late war, we transmit 

The provisions of the resolution, authorising the governor to a letter lately received from Joh n Leeds Kerr, esq. th? st.stea* 
draw ou the treasurer of the western shore in favor of the puymas* agent; and uv have th satisfaction to inform you. tnat the trea- 
ter of the* 23rd r< gimeot of militia lor the amount, ascertained by surer of the western shore has lately rec. ived a further advance of 
the ch rk of the council to he due to said region nt, have been one huudretl thousand dollars on account of this claim We 
co-nplid with by the payment nftfive hundr* d and twenty-one should do injustice loth-ag-mf, not to bear ourtestimooy totho 
dollars and eighty-six cents, to the paymaster ther of. diligence and ability with which lie lias prosecuted the statea* 

Un ***r th ■ authority delegated to us to procure the digits of claim, that has been intrusted to his car**. N. 
the laws of thole states and territori* s which have not b-en pro- The coosiiiution not having particularly preacribed totheeie- 
cured, ami also S**yhert*» Statistical Annals of th«- U- State*, we eutive, the duty of recommeoding to the consideration of the 
have emul .yed >lr- George Shaw, of Aiinan- li*, to aid us no cf- legislature, such measures as they may jndg* necessary andex- 
fcciing the object of the resolution, who lias succeeded iu ob* p-dient, wrought not, perhaps, to extend this address h ynod the 
taining the latter, which have b- en distributed as directed, succinct account before given of our proceedings arnler the n*ve- 

We have forwarded to the s*at of th*- general government, for rai acts and resolutions of the general asstmhly, delegating to us 
the seuators ami representatives of thi» slate in congress, the rv particular duties to be performed during the pf -sent y »r, and 
solution respecting the erection of a lighi-bous« ou the Bodkin the n n-tsary notice of the pap<-n w.- have transmitted- As, how- 
Point, as reouired by the legislature. ever, the executive department of a fn-e republic, frotp the very 

A copy or the act. for settling th® western limits of this state, nature of its official situation, is bound, at all times, to watch 
and the dividing line between Maryland ami Virginia, has br-n over the concerm and inter<*st* of the state over which it pre- 
fur warded to the executive of the lau*.r, for the purpose of being sides, with a vigilant ami superintending eye.it is hoped, that 
laid before the 1* gislature, it will not be deemed officious or intrusive, if we venture to 

As no application lias been made to this department for a li- invite the attention of the legis-ature, to a few subjects, which 
cense under the act. providing for the increase of the revenue of we deem important to the *w Hare ®f our political couimuni- 
this state, by laying a tax on brokers and lottery office^ keepers, tv. On the snljct of the foreign relations of the union, of 
we are induced to h lieve, that the said act is either consul* red by which our state it a mernb-r, we diall-forbear to offer any re- 
tlune descriptions of our citizens as entirely inoperative, or has marks. We have tbr gratifying ceftainty, that our country i® 
been by ih< ra disregarded with impunity, as we are not informed at this time, in the enjoyment of p-dlt-- with all the world, a dei- 
of any prosecution having he-n instituted in any court in this sing which we sincerely pray may long be continued. And if a 
stat * for a violstion of th'- provisions of th>- said law. speck of war is p-rc**iv d by the over sagacious or the timid, in i 

The money appropriated for covering th** wall enclosing the particular quarter of the horizon, (an event whieh. although pos- 
state house circle, has been appli- d as directed, aud the amount tx* siblt, we do nor believe to b-* probable,) we have the satisfaction 
cecded by ■ few dollars, an account whereof wc herewith submit. to know tlsat our country is equal to all its trials, and that the 
As the impaired state of the work int aided to be protected by this m juagrmeut of such concerns is in hands, to wlios" wisdom and 
appropriation, rendered it impossible to know the extent of the fid lity thev have been, constitutionally, a id we trust, safely cosi- 
snjury it had received by exposure, without such an examination lid -d. Without su pping, ther-fre, out of our way in search of 
as c.mld not he had; but as the work progressed, we were pee* subjets over which we can havt no control, H will be enough for 
eluded from an opportunity of «sc®rtaiuing the expense till' it this and th** other department* of th** state government, iC within 
was completed. th- more limited sphere of interests intrusted to their care, they 

We transmit a letter received from James Ellieott,' president of shsll be enabl-d, by the enactment of 'wise and. wholesome tawt. 
the Cumberland turnpike road, suiting the termi oo which the by their prudent and faithful execution, and by the examples of 
managers of that company ar® willing to dispose of the road to their own lives, to protect every individual of our community* in 
the state, marked E. the enjoyment of all bis rights, to promote morality and religion 

We take pleaturein laying before the legislature certain r**sm to encourage industry and enconomy, and to thus increase the 
lutions of revolutionary officers of the state of Pennsylvania, sum of gt neral happiness whieh our citizens nuw enjoy, 
committed to our care, with that view, entertaining the futl. st In adverting to th** situation of our own slit * during the rear 
confidence, that they will meet the attention they merit, as pro- that is past, it is not to be exp cted, that w- should have everv thing 
ce* diug from the most respectable and honorable source. The to rejoict at, aud imth»;>g to lam-mt; that every thing should lie gay 
design appears to be, to obi aiu the countenance of the govern- and prosperous ami nothing ghxmy or u it-ttunau. Fur very 
in«*fit of Maryland to claims outhe genrral government in favor abuodam erupt of' two of our principal staples, one sufficient few 
•f those who, witli their blood, have sealed the iudependeiicr of our own supply— of the other, and fur many other bounties whicb 
that country, to which they now appeal for a remuneration of ser* it would br t-xlmus to ennm- mte «-■ have esuse t*»be thankful, in 
vict* not to be forgotten; and in obtaining which, a few ot our humility and sincerity, to that Providence, which gives us the seed 
own valuable fellow citizens are equally interested with the not- time ami the harvest. An! if ihe general brightness of lh< pk- 
nmrialists of our sister state. Papers marked F. tureof our situatum has bwn obscured hy on- cloud of calamity 

\V e consider it proper also to lay before the legislature a letter if we are compelled to tuni y-s. with sorrow and dismay, to Inc 
ad*lr;-sst d tothisde|Mitmeot bv ihe committer of the Athenaeum, destructive malignant fever with which our commercial city hat 
a literary Institution in the city of Philadelphia; and also a oam* beeu visited, still L t not our gratitude for other blessings h® con- 
phlet containing the laws and regulations of the American Anti- verted into d.scontent, and murmuring. Let us see in it the haui 

S 'lariau Society, a similar institution in the state of Massachusetts, of chastening, not a>» avenging God. aud how in piou« sub’iiissioa 
hese societies, bring desirous of obtaining copies of the laws of to his inflictions and iu gratitude fur the deliverance that has be*» 
♦very state in the union, to be deposited in their libraries, w- experi-nced. (u sp.akingof this distressful occurence w* should 
bopexhe legislature will aid their useful intentions, by authorising he unjust if we did not notice, with orouer commendation, the. lau- 
thk executive to present to each of them, a copy of Kilts’* laws, liable and benevolent exertions of ihe citizens of Baltimore, In the 
.and also the new compilation, now nearly completed, a donation protection and support, for many weeks, chiefly by do tations of 
which we are well assured will be verv* acceptable. G. oris ate charity ,of .**<auy hundreds of poor persons, exiled from tlieir 

\V> transmit for the information and atimtion of the legislature no nes, and lodgctl in temporary barracks and t-nts. In aid of 
the following pap**ri addr-ssed to this department, tiz. this plan of the corporation, ih*- governor, in theabaence of the 

A h tterfrom the governor of P^muylvania, with a copy of a council, took it upon hims’lf to tender to the mayor of the 
law of that stale respecting tin* navigation zf Octofara cri*t*k. H. city, tbr use of tlu* tents and eatnn -quinage of the tint- in the 
Amrther Idler Irum the governor of Pennsylvania, t-nclosing ars**ual ther-s an act. which, if it was ail assumption of power, he 
a resolution passtd by the I -gislaturc of that state proposing an cftuthfontly r-lirs upon the sympathy of the legislature with the 
amend uent to rise constitution of the U. States. I. sutf-n-rs, to excuse or Jo sanction. 

Another ktter from the governor of Pt-nnsylvaaia, enclosing a Among the *ub|cct*, which w d**em it our duty to pr-s-ut to 
resolution of the same legislature respeding obstructions lo the the att<***tioii of th** l gisluture -at «hi* time, the stat® of th- rev-nue 
uavigatiou ol the Su«qu-*bannah rivir by (be canal company, and is, p.-rlup*, one of the hig^i**»t i-niiortanc- -md most preying uc» 
Other pap- rs in our possession, rclativ® to that subject. K. crs.ity From vai inns csu*.*s the r» v* uue has becom inwl^q.iate 

A left r Irom the governor of South Carolina, end* -sing * r- so- ! to in -r th- n.*e **nry a .»m»1 -xp*- is -s of the stat.*. Tb ilefioit it 
luuun of the house of representatives of that state, dtoapproriug (is not, at thu moment, iu our power, nor is it necessary for tha 
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purpose of this address, to state with pr «-i\ion. It will appear, 
mod tailed statement, in the annual report of the treasurer. 
Amo ig the caust-s that hay produced this unpleasant stau of 
thiugs. the lenity and indulgent-': ol the state to its debtors, until 
many have b'-eom#* insolvent, has b*en grsdudly operating for 
lattiy jTMHf, Until the aggregate loss hit. at I n;th, become v, ry 
foiwi.lrra'i|r. But a mart' a'Hindum sourc*- of our pres nt fiscal 
embarnMsm-nts hat be*n the erst -xp.-nacs ioevita'dy Incurred 
in the 'e euce of the state dun ig thelite wir, for which, as al- 
most ev^ry source ot> fR i i<*ut r v^nu. was occupied by the g-me- 
.1 government, it wn i a post, hi - for the state to pro v id at the 
tinse bjr any do n stic tax that would not have been too burthen- 
aom«* for our fellow citizens then to have borne. This will re;i- 
dily h- perceived, when it it stat.-dth.it the w hole amoumot our 
war evnytHlitur^s.(not gr-at< r iu le. d than might have been ex- 
pected i rum the length of time the enemy occupied the Chesa- 
peak and the frequent invasion of our shor -s. j . xcvtnk-d the sum 
of four hundred and seventy-four thousand five hundred dollars. 
Another cause of tha diminution of the r« venue is to be found 
in the pres, ut distressed and embarrassed state of the bank*, in 
consequence of which a consul- raMt p.rt of the income formerly 
derived from a capital of about fiv- hundred thousand dollar*, iu- 
v-sted in those institutions, is now suspend, d, if it be not lost 
for-ver. Without extending this enquiry into the causes to which 
the pr>-sent deficiency of the rev. nm- is attributable, th- fatal 
consequences of delaying to meet the difficult) w ill In* obvious to 
every reflecting mind, as, without applying a prompt remedy to 
the evil, and rev-nue adequate to the »iec».suiry -xp-i»*. s of the 
government, each successive y--ar roust produce an increased 
consumption of our capital, until, by its total < xhanstion, there 
will be little or nooth<-r resources left fortbe support ot govern- 
ment, than an annual tax. 

The constitution having very properly intrusted the raising of 
lew ii , as well as the disposal of th- public funds, to the ini- 
mediate representatives of the people, in whose wisdom w<- have 
a just r* Uan«c, it does not become m to advise or point out any 
particular measures under the existing difficulties. >Ve will only 
Itk*- leave respectfully to observe, that whatever saving can b- 
effected, by strict tconotny, in any branchc* of expenditure, will 
be tquivalcnt to a corresponding acquisition of revenue; and that 
we arc persuaded, the wisdom of the legislature will Is able to 
di-vis** indirect sources of r v nue fully adequate to the pr«scnt 
deficiency, without atall resorting to a state tax. which , in th- 
present general pecuniary- distress, would certainly be oppressive 
to our fellow citizens. The iuiportant interest th<» state holds in 
tb* capi*al of its several banks, will of conrsc draw the attention 
of tin* legislature to legal regulations, that may be necessary to 
saw and render valuable so larg- a property, and at the some 
tim»% if possible, to protect our citizens from th- inconveui -ncvs 
and losses, they daily sustain, by the great instability in the valu? 
•f thrir notes. Consideration! of delicacy, connected with recent 
occurrences, r-ilgain us from enlarging upon this subject. 

The inti mat's connection, ami important influence of the stat- 
or education and public instruction, upon the It bits, the moral*, 
the r*digion, consequently the happiness of every society, pre- 
sent this subject also as an object of primary regard. Some consi- 
derable advantages have.ii iquestionablyptrisen in particular plac s, 
from the aid that lias hitherto been given by t lie state to school:, 
established by the laudable exertions of individuals; but theestan- 
lishrueut of schools in ttio differ -nt neighborhoods or districts 
throughout the stat , in order, as far as >nay be practicable, to 
afford to those (whose pecuniary means enable them to do but 
litUe for tb-msc|v«*s.) an opportu 'itjr to give to their children 
|-d sin, but useful educations, to be extended further wln-ro pecu- 
liar genius is found, presents to tin* mind of the statesman a sys- 
tem. w<- will admit of great'T difficulty than th- (occasional endow- 
ment of a seminary, but at the same time, of more imperious duty. 

What lias been effected under the bank fund provided by law, 
some years ago, for the establish moot of a certain numlw-r of 
achools in each county, we have not been informed. But w have 
season to believe, that in some counting no benefit has result'd 
from it. This nriraary object of establishing a sufficient num- 
ber of school* iw-ach county being fir>t accomplished, the plan of 
possessing at Last one seminary in the state, that will open (he 
avenues of every scicnee to our youths of cm -rprisenod genius, 
and will enable their, to oomplete their educations within flair 
own state, thus s.iviug to ourselves the great sums annually ex- 
pended in distant schools, appears to be a m ature »f sound policy, 
and miglit b - conceded, in a system of general -imitation and sup- r- 
inteudeuce, with the primary plan of iK-ighborbood schools. In 
contemplating this idea, the recollection naturally r verts to the 
great advantages once experienced from the seminary long estab- 
lished at the s-at of government, whose convenient situation, 
former usefulness and locul lit less in respect for such a purpose 
seem to present it as particularly deserving of regard and coun- 
tenance At this time, it is true, the funds of the state do not ad- 
mit of an extension of pecuniary aid to the purpos- s of education, 
beyond the existing appropriations. But i» appi ac* advi. -able to 
have so important a subject yearly nud- r coni -inplatiou for the 
purpose of maturing the most practicable system. And at that 
great fund of natiooal wealili, the w. tt. r i land*. am tqually the 
property of ev-ry stale in the union, having been cither con- 
quered by the sword, or purchased by toe common purse; and a* 
it has been the win: policy of the gm-nl government, iu every 
salf of those lands to mri-ve a considerable part for the endow- 
ment of schools there, we do not see why the Atlantic states may 
>iot Jnst’y claim a portion of that common fund lor the same 
purpose, nor why, with proper exertions, it may not be ob- 
tained. 

The anxi'dy manifest* d by the general assembly at the last ses- 
sion, as well as on former occasions in r-gurd to the iiiiemil 

improve menu of ihtt sutc by toads and canals, s.-em to reud^r 


it almost unnecessary for us to touch that subject, or fee! indiftei* 
eut to it. 

Wv laslicve th-re is no snbject upon which the impartial ex- 
penditure of public money will be more readily sanction'd by t lie 
approbation of our fellow citizen* than the one here allud. d to. 
It it our whose fv-nrfieij| influence is felt as nuieh by th fi rmer 
as the inercbant. by the country as the city, anti ii.d, ed extends 
its tdutary effects to every departm* ut ol industry . The roads 
and canals const art *d with the prosperity and ad.uuccnxmt of our 
own commercial metropolis, and those leading to tf»e city of 
Washington and Georgetown, which, ultb nigh eed-d fro i out 
jurisdiction, ought not to be, on that a< count, less tin object of out 
regard an 1 justice, form tin- most extensi/rly us, I ut and impor- 
tant (tarts of any sy-drin of internal improv. ment, we can pro- 
pose to your coasideratiou. Bur atianti.tn is also due to r v. i , otlu r 
juirt of the state, where a little public aid, co operating with the 
exertions of individuals particularly interested, may oit-u build 
a t»ridge, mak j a road, improve a riv,-r. or opt-n a cniml, which 

? rival* resources alone would uot hr capald« of accompiisbiug. 
i, at thi s tim it is not in our pow r inin,e<'iat«d) to cugag* iu 
works of this kind, y«l little expense would be incurred nt mak- 
ing surveys and examinations of the country, in |mrt icisl r plan s, 
with a vi-w to future undrrtakiugs of puldio utility- Ksen ut 
this time ii miglit p- ihaps be deemed advit-abl-, hy those who 
fe-l an interest in th- prosperity of the mctnui-dis oi the stat-. to 
asc it dii whether it be not practicable to mnm-ct it with the 
cities of Washington and O.altim ri-.aiwl the rich county of Fre- 
derick, by roads much shorter and b ttCr rh.m those now in use. 

Fonrte n years hav- elapsed since tht passage of th iusolsent 
law now in force, i nis length of time has aifiird d an opportu- 
nity tit st by experience the practical wisdom and u.ility of the 
system that has bteti adopt d on that subject. And p rhap. also, 
the some laps.; of time ha. put it in the power of ch can- » > and cun- 
ning to couvtrt a law, intended for beii-volen*, just and <alu»ary 
purposes, into an instrument of frand and dishonesty. I feu the 
laws of the country should int.rpose to pi itect unfortunate and 
bon* st di htors from the onprtjsimj of linrd h arteil and »es\re m- 
d.tois, is certainly a sound policy, ind-ed an absoint duty, i’.ut 
that an indulg-nt and merciful creditor should he d n-.toded of 
his just debt, by means of tiaudul nt convrya ic« s or conceal- 
m nts of prop, rty, by an unp.*i >cipfid debtor, who puss. s»t< the 
me ms of p iyim-nt, is an injustice, for which no lt gi«hturc could 
ev. r have intended to atfi»rian op;>ortunity by the provisions u f 
its laws. Of occunvnc sof this fort, w - believe vomplaiuts have 
been heanl in evei^ part of the stat *. It is th r fi.re r spes t fully 
submitted to the wisdom of the L gidrtore. wh-ilnritis not ad- 
vm-alptf tu revise the system of iusolvcnt laws, with a vii w to the 
adoinioii of provistuus. complt t.ly pr u* dive ol the renlly anfov- 
innate drlttor, and w ith a better allowance of his propiriy f<>r his 
immediato support than is now authorised by lor, and at Ui« 
same time equally pruts ctiva of the just rights of ths. humane and 
merciful creditor. 

The writ o! hnhctu car^t/v, so essentia) to the protection of the 
rights of personal liberty wh-.i ill gaily invaded, has sometimes, 
we understand, hsren elude 1 frion the want ut'ad-quate means to 
enforce onetli nee to it. For this purpus the priK-*-* ding autho- 
rised by law is nu>lerstood tola, an attachment lor the contimpt 
committ .1 in not co.nply i ng with th-; mandate of tin writ. This 
may tuffic in cases of illegal arrest and imprisonment by per- 
son* r sidciit among u« But in the ca«. of persons who reside 
in distant suits, and come h- re in the prosecution of a particular 
description of traffic, in which individuals, cmitl-d to freedom, 
have so tie times Ikcii seized and transport' d hy force, it seem* 
not to b> * suffice nt sale guard; m socli cas« s, the pr vntnient of 
writ of Iwbcnt corpus only serves as untie, to the oppressor to fly, 
with his victim, with all possible s|*-, ri, b*v<md the jurisdiction of 
the judge or court issuing the writ, hy which beat one*- iiecomes 
sate. If tlu- present provisions uf the law be such as we suppm , 
the legislature will judge of the propriety of thnr int> rp niumi. 

Tlie only rtuttaiiiiiig suhj. ct, t * which it appears Decrssary, nt 
this time, to invite the att .uion of the legislature, is the 
of our militia It it naturally to be expected that, in a s'-asun of 
profound peace, when no dang r pr-*s », the attendance on runt- 
ten, and the iatigiuet of discipline, will He somewhat tv gh-cu-ii |,y 
an industrious people, wlms • time it salnilih to thr.n. And in- 
desxl it dov i not ap|>* ar ue«« snry.in a time of p~a«v, Ibr any utility, 
to int< rrnpt th..' gen- ral industry of the country by more Ii . q,, . ».t 
musters than nmy la- absoluri-ly es*«nti il to the keeping up a i. M . 
liti s system. But ther- guUr -nrolmeot .il every man witln.i tin* 
prescr»b*-'1 ages, iu some company, and the proper arrangemt at 
and organizing ol tb« whole laaly of the militia, so as to Hscn raia 
the amount of that description of force, and to enable a constitu- 
tional call for its Serv ices, upon any emergency, by tie prop* r ju* 
thorisics, either of the state or the general govtrument, to be 
promptly complied with, seem indispensable to mak*> it, what it 
certainly ou glit to be, th.- true and only promt dtfi nce of a free 
country . The enrolment of those lixhlV to be made ineml.ers of 
the militia, we b< liwe lias been much iirghttrd, Wh- th- r this is 
owiug to any defect iu the existing law* or to tlie difficulty . f 
exciting attention to the subject in our present slat - of pence, we 
are not prepared to«ny, but we are inch ’ed nh li<-ve that some, 
turther K-gal provisions might li • us- ful, to secure amun^ tl,,. 
officers a r go tar attention to this duty. Of this how> v< r the 
legislature, when th. y •-xtirniii,- the su-ij-et. will b« tlie best judgei. 

Th-se several suhjitJi* w*- have d-.-ined i» our duty revp etfully 
to submit to th - wisdom and i-omiderati'ni of the general assem* 
bly, which vve do with a full asuiranrr tliat they will bestow on 
them the attention they may Ih- sop t >os< (l to deserve, and th.sttlir* 
will iuk« such tiieasures in reUii-r, to ilie.n. as may best comport 
with the true iui'-nsts of the state. 

We have the honor to be, vuy respectfully, your ru • ohe*i;. 
cm servant*,- C. GOLDSbOli 'JGll. 
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Proof of Cannon, &c. 

The following' shews the great caution and precision, so far as relate* to those subjects, which have 
resulted from the establishment of the navy board. 

Table* * bowing the quantity of povfder, the number of shot , the number and length of the wads, the number of 
men necessary to ram , the number of strokes required on each ivud, in the operation of loading , tcith the 
prooj charge, guns and carrouados of iron, as described beiow; established by the board of navy commie* 
sioners, *ljn il 28th, 1816. 
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Description of Guns and Carronades. 

Proof. 

Powder. 
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Forty-two pound lo.ig guns, : ; : 

1st 


28 

■ 


r 




K 

8 

1 

14 

4 

10 

do. do. : : 



21 

■ 


E 


1 


E 

E 

1 

14 

4 

ml 

Fortv -two pound carronudes : : : 

1st 


8 

5 

8A 

m 




K 


f 

84 

4 

i 

10 

do. do ; : 


2d 

6 

1 


E 

E 

| 




1 

«* 

4 

10 

Thirty -two pound long guns, z : : 

1st 


21 

B 

124 



n 

12; 



| 

124 

4 

9 

do, do. : : 



16 

If 

12} 

2 

4 

i 

12} 

£ 


I 

12} 

4 

9 

Thirty-two pound caironades : : : 

1st 


6 

5 

84 

2 

4 

i 

84 

3 


1 

81 

Z 

9 

do. do r : : : 


2d 

5 

8 

8j 

2 

4 

i 

81 

K 


H 

81 

1 

9 

Twentv -four pound long guns, : : 

1st 


16 


iii 

e 

3 

i 

1M 



1 

114 

E 

I 

do, do. ; : 


2d 

12 


Uj 

l 

3 

i 


| 

3 

1 

ii} 

1 

EE 

Twenty-four pound carronades, ; : 

lsr 


5 


7* 

2 

3 

i 

7\ 

w 

3 

1 

74 

3 

10 

do, do. : : 


2d 

5 

9 

71 

2 

3 

i 

7 1 

3 

6 

1 

7J 

1 

10 

Eighteen pound long guns, : : : 

1st 


12 


BSfl 

1 

4 

i 

104 

2 

6 

1 

BE 

3 

9 

do. do. : : ; 



8 


10} 

1 

4 

i 

104 

1 

6 

1 

10} 

3 

9 

Eighteen pound carronades : : : 

1st 


3 

8 

7 

1 

4 

i 

7 

1 

6 

1 

7 

3 

9 

do. • do. : : : 


2d 

2 

10 

7 

1 

4 

i 

7 

2 

6 

1 

7 

3 

9 

Twelve pound long guns, : : : 

1st 


8 

■ 

9 

1 

3 

i 

9 

1 

5 

1 

9 

3 

8 

do. do. : : : 


2d 

6 

■ 

9 

1 

3 

i 

9 

1 

3 

1 

9 

3 

8 

Twelve pound carronades : : : 

1st 


2 

m 

*1 

1 

3 

i 

Si 

1 

5 

1 

Si 

3 

8 

do. do. 3 3 3 


2d 

1 


Si 

1 

o 

v> 

i 

Si 

1 

5 

1 

5j 

3 

8 

Nine pound long guns, : : s : 

1st 


6 


8} 

i 

2 

i 

84 

1 

5 

1 

8} 

2 

7 

do. do. ; : s 


2d 

4 

6 

»4 

1 

2 

i 

84 

1 

5 

i 

8} 

2 

Y 

Six pound long guns, : : : : 

1st 


4 


7 

1 

2 

ij 

7 

1 

4 

1 

7 

o 

6 

do. do. : ; : : 


2d 

3 


7 

1 

2 

ij 

7 

1 

4 

1 

7 

2 

6f 


In all cases the powder must be of standard proof; that is, of such strength, thatan^unce, avoir- 
dupois, will propel a 24 lb. ball, from an iron eprouvette, at an elevation of 45 degrees, 200 yards. If 
in any case powder of this standard proof cannot be procured, and it should be absolutely necessary to 
proceed to the proof with inferior powder, then the quantity must be increased proportionately, so ai 
to attain, as nearly as possible, the force of powder of standard proof. 

The powder, the shot and the wads, are on all occasions to be shoved home* though gently, before 
the ramming shall commence. 

Previous to proving carronades with powder and shot, their nave rings must n6t only be carefully 
examined, but proved by strokes with a hammer, to be given by a strong roan, as follow: 


Description of carronades. 

Weight 
of hammer. 

Length 
of handle. 

Number of 
strokes on 
each of the 
four sides. 

Forty-two pound carronades. 
Thirty -two do, do. 

Twenty -four do. do. 

Eighteen do. do. 

Twelve do. do. 

12 ounces, 
11 do. 

10 do. 

9 do. 

8 do. 

f 

14 inches, 
13 do. 

. 12 do. 

11 do. 

10 do. 

Three. 

<io. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
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The breach ring9 of carronades, as well as th* trunnions and breach rings of long guns, are also to 
be particularly examined, to see if they are clear of cracks, and in other respects perfectly sound. The 
trunnions are to be proved in the mode prescribed for the proof of the nave rings of carronades; but 
the hammers are to be twice the weight of those proscribed for the proof of nave rings. The breach 
ring9 of carronades and of cannon need not be proved by the hammer, unless there should be indica- 
tions of imperfection. 

After being proved, every gun must be well searched with a searcher; and anv gun found to have a 
defect, or to be honey-combed one tenth of an inch inside, or two tenths of an inch on the exterior, is 
not to be received without being proved four times: that is, twice with the first, and twice with the 
second charge. And should the guns be received, after undergoing such proof, the proprietor of the 
yvorks is to be at half the expense of so proving them. No gun having a greater defect can be received. 

In all caste the diameter of the wads is to be as large as the muzzle of the gams will receive, so that 
there shall be no windage whatever. Hard wads only are to used, and they must invariably be made of 
rope yarns. 

The shot selected for proving must be perfectly globular in form, and they must be, in diameter, so 
Jiear the caliber of the gun that the windage shall in no case exceed one tenth of an inch. 

The calibers, or diameters of the bores, of iron guns and carronades, must be of the dimensions stat. 
cd in the following table: 


Description of Gung 
and Carronades. 

Calibers, or 
diameters of 
the bores. 

REMARKS. 

42 Ibrt 
32 lb. 
241b. 
18 lb. 
12 1b. 
91b. 
61b. 
68 Ib.T 
421b. 
32 lb. 
24 lb. 
18 lb. 
12 lb. 

dong guns, 

^carronades 

1 

< 

i 

inches. 

f7.018 

6.410 

5.824 

5.292 

4.623 

4.200 

J3.668 

r8.05 

6.85 

6.25 

1 5.67 
| 5.14 
L4.50 

Any gun varying fiom these dimensions more than one- 
fifteenth of an inch will not be received. rhe manner 
of detecting any unevenness or inequality in the inte- 
rior of the guns, occasioned by the boring, is, by re- 
fleeting light into them by a niirroi, so that the gauge 
can be seen, (luring the whole process of passing it, 
from the muzzle to the bottom of the bore, or cham- 
ber. 


After having undergone this proof and the subsequent searching, the cannon and carronades are 
subject to the water proof, by means of a forcing pump, or hydraulic press, pieparcd for that purpose 
— repeating three times the effort to force the water through any honey combs er flaws which nuiv be 
in the bore, the pieces will be left to dry, and the next day they must be cinamined l>y the reflected 
light from a mirror— any small holes or flaws will be discovered by the water continuing to weep iVoui 
them, when the solid parts are perfectly dry. ° 


Commercial and Manufacturing. 

The following bill has been reported by the com- 
mittee of manufactures, and is uow before the house 
•f representatives: 

A aixu. to regulate the duties on imports, and for 
other purposes. 

Beit enacted by the ten ate and house of representa- 
tive* of the United States oj Ji meric a in congress as- 
sembled, That, from and after the thirtieth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, the 
duties heretofore laid by law on goods, wares, and 
merchandise, imported into the United States, shall 
cease and determine, and there shall be levied, and 
collected, and paid, the several duties hereinafter 
mentioned, that is to say : 

First. A duty of 12 1-2 per centum ad valorem or. 
all dying drugs and materials for composing dyes, 
not subject to other rates of duty; gum Arabic, 
gum Senegal, salt petre, jewelry, gold, silver, and 
other watches,and parts of watches; gold and silver 
lace, embroidery, and epaulettes; precious stones, 
and pearls of all kinds, set or not set; Bristol stones 
or paste work, and all articles composed wholly or 
chiefly of gold, silver, pearl, and precious stones: 
And laces, lace veils, lace shawls, or shades, of thread 
or silk. 


Second. A duty of twenty per centum ad vab.rem, 
on gold leaf, and on all articles not free, and not 
subject to any other rate of duty. 

Third. A duty of twenty five* per centum ad va- 
lorem on hempen cloth or sail cloth, (except l.’us- 
s*a and Holland duck,) printing types, all art ides 
of brass copper, iron, steel, pew ter, lead, or tin, 
or of which these metals, or either of them, is a 
component material; brass, wire, cutlery, pins, nee- 
dles, buttons, button moulds; buckles of all kinds, 
japanned wares of all kinds; cannon muskets, tire 
arms and side arms, and Prussian blue: Provided. 
That where any person, who has imported copper 
in sheets or plates, shall, within t welve rr.niH.s af- 
ter such importation, produce to the collector satis- 
factory evidence that the same was imported sub- 
sequently to the thirtieth day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty, and ihut the duties 
thereon have been paid, and that the same has 
bee« actually used in the building or repairing of 
ships or vessels, there shall he allowed a drawback 
of the duties herein imposed, in the manner ami un- 
der the same regulations, as are provided for bv 
the existing laws. 

Fourth. A duty of th'H y-threc per cenhim ad va- 
lorem on woolen manufactures of nil descriptions. 
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or of which wool is a component material, and on 
cotton manufactures of all descriptions, (except 
of the growth or the manufactuie of any place 
or country beyond the Cape of Good Hope,) 
or of which cotton is a component material, and on 
cotton twist, yarn, or thread, a duty of thirty -three 
per centum ad valorem;, on nankeens, and cotton 
manufactures of all descriptions, or of which cotton 
is a component material, the produce or manufac- 
ture of, or imported from, any place, or country, 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope, a duty of forty per 
centum ad valorem; Provided , That all cotton clotns, 
or cloths of w hich cotton is a component material, 
the cost of which, at the place whence imported, 
with the addition of twenty per centum, if import- 
ed from the Cape of Good Hope, or from places be- 
yond it, and of ten per centum if imported from any 
other place, shall be less than twen y-tive cents per 
square yard, shall, with such addition, be taken 
and deemed to have cost 25 cents per square yard, 
and shall be charged with duty accordingly: Proxi- 
ded, also , That all unbleached, and uncolorcd cot- 
ton twist, yarn, or thread, the original cost of which 
shall be less than sixty cents per pound, shall 
be deemed and taken to have cost sixty cents 
per pound, and shall he charged with duty accord- 
ingly; and oil bleached or colored yarn, twist, or 
thread, the original cost of which shall have been 
lessthan seventy-five cents per pound, shall be ta- 
ken and deemed to have cost seventy -live cents 
per pound, and shall be charged with duty accord- 
ingly; adutv of twenty-five percentum ad valorem, 
.on all manufactures of linen, or of which flax is a 
co nponent material: Provided, 1'hat all linen cloths, 
or cloths of which linen is a component material, 
from whatever place, the cost of which at the place 
whence imported, with the addition of ten percen- 
tum, shall be h sst'ian twenty-five cents persquare 
yard, shall, with such addition, be taken and deem- 
ed to have cost twenty-five cents per square yard, 
and shall be charged with duty accordingly 

Fifth. A duty < f forty per centum ad valorem, on 
clothing ready made; on all bonnets, hats, and raps 
of wool, fur, b ather, chip, straw, or silk, or of which 
either is a component material: Provided, That if the 
cost of the s ime at the place whence imported, 
with the addition of ten per centum, shall be less 
than one dollar each, they shall be deemed and ta- 
ken to have cost one dollar each, and shall be 
charged with duty accordinglv; a duty of thirty per 
centum ad valorem on all manufactures of silk, from 
any place or country beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope; a dutv of thirty -five per centum ad valorem 
on printed hooks, painted, stained, or colored pa- 
per, or paper hangings, clocks, and time pieces; on 
umbrellas, parasols, (of whatever materials made, 
and sticks, stretchers, and other parts, and nil fur- 
niture for umbrellas awj parasols; on bonnets and 
caps For women, not otherwise enumerated; fans, 
feathers, ornaments for aa-t-dr- sses, artificial flow- 
ers, millinery of all sorts, cosmetics, washes, bal- 
sams, perfumes, painted floor cb ths, oil elotbs, mats 
of grass, or flags, sail; ul oil, pickles, capers, olives, 
mustard, comfits, and sweetmeats, preserved in su- 
gar or brand v, eonfbctionarv, wafers, cabinet wares, 
and all manufietures oTwo^d: coach lacc, carnages 
of all descriptions, and a 1 ! funiture, ♦rimm ; ngs, and 
parts thereof; leather, and all manufactures oflea- 
ther, or of which leather is a component material; 
saddles, bridb-s. harness, parch ^eut. brushes, canes, 
walking sticks, whips, gilt and p-ated wares, cut glass, 
china wares, earthen, crockery and stone wares; 
marble, alaba-’cr, and all work or manu r actu es 
thereof. And in all cases where an ad valorem du- 


ty shall be charged, it shall be calculated on the 
invoice price of the articles at the place whence ini. 
ported, or on the estimated price, accprdiug to the 
provisions of tins act, (exclusive of packages, com- 
missions, and all charges,) with the usual addition 
established by law, of twenty per centum on all 
merchandise imported from places beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope, and often per centum on arti- 
cles imported from all other places, together with 
the amount of all such bounties, premiums, draw- 
backs, allowances or discounts, as may be given, 
paiu or allowed, in the place or country whence 
imported; which shall £>e aacertained and calculat- 
ed in such manner, and under such rules and regu*- 
lations, as shall, from time to time, be prescribed 
by the secretary of the treasury. 

Sixth The following duties, severally and speci- 
fically: on ale, beer, and porter, in bottles, twenty 
cents per gallon; on ale, beer, and porter, imported 
otherwise than in bottles, fifteen cents per gallon; 
on alum, three dollars per hundred weight; on al- 
monds, four cents per pound; on black glass bot- 
tles, two dollars per groce; on boots, two dollars per 
pair; on bristles, three cents per pound; on playing 
cards, thirty -five cents per pack; on tarred cables 
and cordage, four cents per pound; on untarred cor- 
dage, yarns, twine, pack thread, and seins, five 
cents per pound; on tallow candles, five cents per 
pound; on wax and spermaceti candles, eight cents 
per pound; on Chinese cassia, ten cents per pound; 
on cinnamon, thirty -three and one third cents per 
pound; on cloves, thirty-five cents per pound; on 
cheese, nine cents per pound; on chocolate, four 
cents per pound; on cocoa, three cents per pound; 
on coal, six cents per heaped bushel; on copperas^ 
two dollars per hundred weight; on copper rods, 
bolts, spikes, or nails, and composition rods, bolts, 
spikes, or nails, four cents per pound; corks, fifteen 
cents per pound; on coffee, six cents per pound; on 
cotton, six cents per pound; on currants, four cents 
per pound; on figs, four cents per pound; on fo- 
reign caught fish, one dollar per quintal; on macke- 
rel, one dollar and fifty cents perbamd; on salmon, 
two dollars per barrel; and on all other pickled 
fish, one dollar per barrel; on window glass, not 
above eight inches by ten inches in size, three dol- 
lars per hundred square feet; on the same, not above 
ten inches by twelve inches in size, three dollars 
and twenty -five cents per hundred square feet; on 
the same, if above ten inches by twelve inches in 
size, three dollars and seventy -five cents per hun- 
dred square feet; on plain uncut flint glass, ten 
cents per pound; on glue, ten cents per pound; on 
gun powder, ten cents per pound; on hemp, two 
dollars and fifty cents per hundred weight; on iron, 

[ or steel wire, not exceeding number eighteen, five 
cents per pound, and over number eighteen, nine 
cents per pound; on iron in bars and bolts, except- 
ing iron manufactured by rolling, one dollar and 
twenty -five cents per hundred weight; on iron in 
sheets, rods, and hoop9, three dollars per hundred 
weight; and in bars or bolts, when manufactured, in 
whole or in part, by rolling, and on anchors, tw*o 
dollars per hundred weight; iron in pigs, seventy- 
five cents per hundred weight; on iron castings, 
one dollar and fifty -cents per hundred weight; on 
spades and shovels, twenty-five cents each; on slates 
and tiles for building, not exceeding twelve inches 
square, two dollars per thousand; over twelve in- 
ches, and not exceeding fourteen inches square, 
three dollars per thousand; over fourteen, and not 
exceeding sixteen inches square, four dollars per 
thousand; over sixteen, and not exceeding eighteen 
inches square, five dollars per thousand; over eigli- 


Digitized by 


Google 



NILES* REGISTER— APRIL 1 5, t $20— COMMERCE & MANUFACTURES. 135 


teen, and not exceeding twenty inches square, six 
dollars p«n* thousand; on fotio and quarto post, pot, 
cap, crown, demy, medium paper, twcnty-cents 
per pound; on royal, super royal, imperial, elephant, 
writing, folio post and drawing paper, fifteen cents 
per pound; on all painting and copper plate paper, 
twelve and an half cents per pound; on all other 
course paper, not enumerated, ten cents per pound; 
unscrews of wire, not exceeding one inch in length, 
eight cents per groce; over one inch, and not ex- 
ceeding two inches in length, fourteen cents per 
groce; over two inches in length, twenty cents per 
groce; on ginger, rough, one cent per pound; 
ground, four cents per pound; preserved, ten cents 
per pound; on sewing silk, and silk and worsted 
twist, one dollar fifty cents per pound; on indigo, 
fifteen cents per pound; on lead in pigs or bars, one 
cent per pound: in sheets, two cents per pound; on 
shot, manufactured of lead, three cents per pound; 
on red and white lead, dry or ground in oil, four 
cents per pound; on mace, one dollar and twenty- 
five cents per pound; on molasses, ten cents per 
gallon; on nails, of iron, five cents per pound: on 
nutmegs, sevenjty-five cents per pound; on pepper, 
ten cents per pound; on pimento, eight cents per 
pound; on plums and prunes, four cents pe/pound; 
on muscatel raisins and raisins in jars and boxes, 
four cents per pound; on all other raisins, three 
cents per pound; on salt,twenty-five cents per bush- 
el of fifty -six pounds; on ochre, dry, one cent p^ r 
pound; in oil, one and a half cents per pound; on 
steel, one dollar and fifty cents per hundred weight; 
on segars, five dollars per thousand; on spirits, from 
grain, of first proof, forty-two cents per gallon; of 
second proof, forty-five cents per gallon; of third 
proof, forty-eight cents per gallon; of fourth proof, 
fifty-two cents per gallon; offifth proof, sixty cents 
per gallon; above fifth proof, seventy-five cents per 
gallon; on spirits, from other materials than gfain, 
•f first and second proof, thirty-eight cents per gal- 
lon; of third prOof, forty-two cents per gallon; of 
fourth proof, forty-eight cents per gallon; of fifth 
proof, fifty -seven cents per gallon; above fifth 
proofs seventy-cents per gallon; on shoes and slip- 
pers, ofs Ik, fifty-ccnts per pair; on shoes and slip- 
pers of leather, fifty -cents per pair; on shoes and 
slippers for children, twenty -five cents per pair; on 
spikes, of iron, four cents peT pound; on soap, four 
oents per pound; on brown sugar, four cents per 
pound; on white, clayed or powdered sugar, five 
cents per pound; on lump sugar, twelve and a half 
cents per pound; on loaf sugar, and on sugar candy, 
fifteen cents per pound; on snuff, fifteen cents per 
pound; on tallow, one cent per pound; on tea, from 
China, in ships or vessels of the United States, as 
follows, viz: hyson skin, souchong, and all other 
black, twenty -five cents per pound; imperial, gun- 
powder, and gomee, fifty cents per pound; hyson 
and young hyson, forty cents per pound; and other 
green, twenty-eight cents per pound; on teas from 
any other place, or in any, other than ships or ves- 
sels of the United States, as follows, viz: bohea, 
byson skin, souchong, and all other black, tin t ty- 
four cents per pound; imperial, gunpowder and 
gomee, sixty-eigbt cents per pound; hyson and 
young hyson, fifty -six cents per pound; other green, 
thirty-eight cents per pound; on manufactured to- 
bacco, other than snuff aiid segars, ten cents per 
pound; on whiting, and Paris white, one cent per 
pound; on wine, as follows, viz: on Madeira, Bur- 
gundy, Champaign, Rhenish and Tokay, ; on 

Sherry and St Lucar, ; on other wine not enu- 
merated, when imported in bottles or cases, ; 

on .Lisbon, Oporto, andeu other wines of Portugal, 


aiul those of Sicily, ; on Teneriffe, Fayal, and 

other wines of the Western Islands, ; on all 

other wines, when imported otherwise than in ca- 
ses and bottles, ; on Russia duck, (not exceed- 

ing lift\ -two archeens each piece,) two dollars; on 
Ravens duck, (not exceeding fifty-two archeens per 
piece,) one dollar and twenty -five cents; on Hol- 
land duck, (not exceeding fifty -two archeens per 
piece,) two dollars and fifty cents; on spermaceti 
oil, of foreign fishing, twenty -five ct nts per gallon; 
on whale, and other fish oil, of foreign fishing, fif- 
teen cents per gallon; and on olive oil in casks, 
twenty-live cents per gallon; and on linseed oil, 
twenty -five cents per gallon; blue vitro!, eight 
cents per pound; oil ofvitrol, live cents per pound; 
nitric acid, s»x cents per pound; muriatic acid, four 
cents per pound; sugar of lead, six cents per 
pound. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted , That the fol- 
lowing articles shall be free of duty; that is to say: 
all articles imported for the use of the United 
States; philosophical apparatus, instruments, hooks, 
maps, charts, statues, busts, casts, paintings, draw- 
ings, engravings, specimens of sculpture, cabinets 
of coins, gems, medals, and all other collections of 
antiquities; statuary, modelling, painting, drawing, 
etching, or engraving, specially imported by order 
and for the use of any society, incorporated for 
philosophical or literary purposes, or for the en- 
couragement of the fine arts, or by order and for 
the use of any seminary of learning; specimens in 
natural history, mineralogy, botany, and anatomi- 
cal preparations, models of machinery and oilier 
inventions, plants, and trees; wearing apparel, and 
other personal baggage, in actual use; and llie im- 
plements or tools of trade of persons arriving in 
the United States; regulus of antimony; bark of the 
cork tree, unmanufactured; animals imported for 
breed; burr stones unwrought; gold coin, silver 
coin, and bullion* clay; un wrought copper, import- 
ed in any shape for the use of the mint; old copper 
and brass, and pew'ter, fit only to he re-manufac- 
tured; brass, copper, and tin, in pigs ami bars; furs, 
undressed, of all kinds; raw hides and skins; lapis 
calimanans; plai.ster or* Paris; rags of any kind of 
cloth; sulphur or brimstone; barilla; Brazil wood, 
brazillctto, red wood, camwood, fustic, logwood, 
Kicarauga, and other dye woods; wood, unmanu- 
factured, of any kind; zinc, teutenague, or speller; 
raw silk. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted , That an addi- 
tion of ten per centum shall be made to the several 
rates of duties above specified and imposed, in re- 
spect to all goods, wares, and merchandise, on the 
importation of which in American or foreign ves- 
sels a specific discrimination has not been herein al- 
ready made, which, after the said thirtieth day of 
June, 1820, shall be imported in ships or vessels not 
of the United States: Provided, That this addition- 
al duty shall not apply to goods, wares and mer- 
chandise, imported in ships or vessels not of the 
United States, entitled, by treaty or by any act or 
acts of congress, to be entered in the ports of the 
United States, on the payment of the same duties 
as are paid on goods, waves and merchandise, im- 
ported in ships or vessels of the U. States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted , That there shall 
he allowed a drawback of the duties by this act 
imposed, on tin in sheets, which may be manufac- 
tured into articles for use, and on brazier’s copper, 
manufactured into stills, boilers, pipes or tubes, by, 
for, or on account of the person or persons import- 
ing the same, up«n the exportation thereof within 
the lime and in the manner prescribed by the cx- 
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Import a nt fro* spajic. By an arrival at Phila- 
delphia from Rochelle, we have accounts from Ma- 
drid of the 8th of March. The revolution is com- 

S lete— the constitution of the cortes re-established, 
le dungeons of the inquisition thrown open, and 
its victims set free, a geueral amnesty has also been 
signed. 

We have a variety of papers respecting these mo- 
mentous events— but the detuils are irregular and 
insufficient to afford an history of the great change. 
The fact is evident, that all Spain was about to rise 
up in arms, the troops collected to act for the king 
deserted by companies and regiments to the pa- 
triots,— even gem Freyre, who was at the head of 
an ahny specially intended to oppose the “insur- 
gents and rebels,” proclaimed the constitution. F. 
K. Mina assumed the command of the patriots ol 
the north of Spain, appears to have gathered a re- 
spectable force, and, by a nervous proclamation, 
called the people to battle in favor of the constitu- 
tion. At Saragossa, and other places^ the king’s 
name was effaced from the public buildings, &c. 
mnd tile word “constitution” substituted for it. In 
short, the whole kingdom seemed to have but one 
mind, and Ferdinand, on the 6th of March, found 
himself obliged to proclaim the constitution, which 
was received every where with the strongest de- 
monstrations of joy. 

This revolution was effected without much blood- 
shed— none since the partial battles or skirmishes, 
formerly mentioned, except that of a foolish priest 
who had the boldness to tear down a proclamation 
Of the constitution; he was immediately put to deatli 
Ferdinand remains upon the throne —we are sor- 
ky for this; he richly merited condign punishment. 
But he is shorn of much of his power to do wrong, 
and vigilance in the people and their representa- 
tives may build up a good government on the con- 
stitution of the cortcs. A sketch of this constitu- 
tion is inserted in the 1st vol. of the Register, page 
238. It is a liberal one for a monarchy, and found- 
ed upon the representative system— recognizing, 
however, a national religion, to the exclusion of eve- 
ry other! The cortes, is to be composed of one 
deputy for every 7 0,000 persons; and their powers 
are, in some respects, greater than those possessed 
by the British house of commons— the councillor* 
of the king are chosen by himself out of a list pre- 
sented by the cortes, &c. 

We shall hereafter give a connected account of 
the late transactions in Spain. The following is 
the acknowledgment of the constitution by the 
king— copied from the Gazette extraordinary of 
Madrid, of the 8th of March: 

"Official article . It lias pleased the king our so- 
vereign to address to all the secretaries of state, 
the royal decree which follows: 

To avoid the delay which might arise from the 
doubts entertained by the council in execution of 
my decree of yesterday for the immediate convo- 
aation of the cortes, and being the general will of 
the people, I have decided to swear to the consti- 
tution proclaimed by the general and extraordinary 
oortes in the year 1812. Do you hold it as under- 
stood, and do you make immediate publication of 
this. Signed by my royal hand, Femdin axd. 

Palace, 7th March, i820. 

Vor.. XVIII. ‘U. 


Ways and mean*. We publish litis week an im- 
portant report from the committee of ways and 
means, oh the state of the finances^ Though u re- 
port recommending a loan was expected, still we 
are not reconciled to the act of borrowing money 
in a time of profound peace* and which ought also 
to have been a year of prosperity. 

'ihe committee th lieve tli.t the ordinary reve- 
nue, assis ed by the balance which may remain tiri- 
expended of the sinking fund, and a loau of two 
millions, will be sufficient to meet the current ex- 
penses of the year 1820. We are quite Witling to 
believe that events will not prove that they are 
mistaken. Such calculations are very apt to ho 
fallacious — it is only three years ago that the Secre- 
tary of tiie treasury seemed at a loss to know what 
we Should do with the surplus monies of 1820 and 
1821;* lie thought that it might be expedient to 
purchase stocks [whose times of redemption had 
not arrived], at rates above par -the difference be- 
twee if die money so used or suffered to lie idle in 
the treasury until the yfca r 1825, would be a “saving 
to tiic nation of not less than four millions of do’- 
lars.” Hut, lo! in 1820 we are using all the surplus 
of the sinking fund und borrowing two millions be- 
sides; and, under the present policy and prispcCts, 
not much will be hazarded by saying that if, by the 
aid of the surplus of the said fund, again used in 
1821, we are enabled to repay the two millions 
now to be borrowed, we shall do very well: even if 
in the next year, as well as in the last and the pre- 
sent, nothing extraordinary occurs to reejuire ah un- 
usual expenditure of money, in the existing pros- 
tration of industry—llie narrowed sphere df the 
home market and the want of a foreign demand, the 
people cannot, -will not, pay taxes to the amount of 
nineteen millions of dollars on goods imported. 
The public poverty as well as the public feeling, 
will severely affect this great branch of the revenue. 
Certain retrenchments as to expenditures* may be 
made; but without numerous changes of opinion ill 
those who are to make and administer the laws, 
the work will drag on heavily. 

The committee warmly recommend economy— 
and a neighboring paper Says that their recommen- 
dation “is worthy of the days of Jefferson.” But 
the circumstances of men and things are very dif- 
ferent from what they were “in the days of Jeffer- 
son” — a much greater expenditure, we admit* is 
is required; but where is that moral force which then 
acted and lopped off’ many unnecessary burthens 
on the people, — small, however, in number* com- 
pared with those which they now labor under, ami 
i which, because every one willing to work might 
then find enough to do, wc could easily bear? 

We have lived too fast, and the days of paper in- 
troduced so much of public and private extrava- 
gance, that great strength and energy is required 
to get us back to a solvent prosperous condition. 

appointments to office . The amendment to the 
constitution, proposed by Mr. Cobb, to prohibit the 
acceptance of an appointment from the United 
States by a member of congrean, has been rejected 
in the house of representatives with a considerable 

•See Weekly Register, Vol, XIII, p. 24$. 


Digitized by 


Google 


188 NILES' REGISTER— APRIL 23, !6£6— LIEUT. MADISON AND LAFITTE. 


majority. If I had been a member when that pro- 1 
position failed, I would certainly have moved to 
atrike out from the constitution all those parts of it 
which prevent public officers from holding seats in 
the congress of* the United States-for the consistency 
of the thing. To be sure, the cases are not quite 
similar; but they may have so near a bearing that it 
would be a pity to separate them. 

It is not my business to speak of special affairs, 
nor to approve or reprehend this or that, except 
for the principle of the matter— -but confess that 
1 felt bumbled, when it was lately announced that 
two members of the present congress were ap- 
pointed to certain small offices in the land depart- 
ment, and not within their own respective districts. 
There is a descent in these things that greatly mor- 
tifies republican pride, and a practice which may 
lead to the most unhappy consequences. It is use- 
less to descant upon the subject— its nature and 
operation must be evident to every reflecting 
mind. 

No objection, we apprehend, can be urged against 
the appointments alluded to, except that the per- 
sons appointed were members of congress. In 
other respects, we are willing to believe tha f the 
choice was judicious —to admit that the offices were 
honestly sought for and honestly given But — 
“lead us not into temptation*” “angels in the form 
of men have not descended to govern us.” The 
history of the world and our own experience, shews 
us that whatever is wrong should be met at its 
beginning. Coitom reconciles nations and indi- 
viduals to numerous acts which, in their earlier 
days, they would not have thought it possible that 
they could commit. A work of reformation may 
sometimes be effected by a sudden impulse, and 
progress to its maturity; but first principles are 
abandoned by degrees, and precedence is brought 
forward to sanction deviation after deviation, until 
all the land marks may be lost. 

Nouth Caholiwa. Some stir is making to effect 
a change in the constitution of this state. The 
members of the legislature are chosen in the same 
unjust manner that prevails in Delaware, Maryland 
anil Virginia, about which we have frequently spok- 
en; especially as to the two last, in which the rights 
of the people are most flagrantly violated. These 
four are the only states in which the British, old Sa- 
fttm-like, principle of representation exits— the 
on\y instances in the United States wherein dis- 
tricts of country send members to the legislature, 
without regard to population. With the political 
light that shown forth and the liberal spirit that 
prevailed when most ©four state constitutions were 
formed, it is impossible to conceive how it was that 
provisions, so repugnant to common sense and cam- 
mon justice, were admitted into any of them. But 
thus admitted, we are almost hopeless of a change 
—“to feel power and forget right” — is the com- 
mon practice of man? not one in ten thousand is wil- 
ling to give up an advantage possessed, though con- 
scious that he possesses it unjustly. It requires a 
godlike spirit seldom exhibited by grovelling 
mortality. Yet, what a degraded being is he who 
. frankly confesses a thing to be wrong, and still 
persists in it? It seems to me that it reduces man 
below the level ofthe brute creation. 

We shall select a few cases to shew the opera- 
tion of the borough-system in each of the states 
named, as follows: 

states. Countiet. ^ Free -whites. Represen. 
Rel awa rt— New Castle . 4 20,000 7 

Kent *15,000 7 


6 

40 

*2 

18 

2 

fl4 


[Maryland, Baltimore city 8c co. *85,000 
Tax counties *84,000 

Virginia — Loudon 15,577 

Nine counties 16,165 

| N. Coro&'no-Bowan 17,697 

Seven counties 17,270 

Quanta™ surfeit, as to the population— the Jorcc 
>and -wealth have about the same proportions. Wc 
can hardly apprehend a state ofthings,ma free 
country, more repugnant to the principles of truth. 

| Notes — The counties marked thus (*) are rated 
at their present probable population — the rest are 
according to the census of 1810. The n&rt census, 
as to the latter, will shew a much greater disparity 
than is here presented. 

In one ofthe counties of Maryland there are only 
about 4000 free whites. In Virginia , one county* 
Warwick, had but 697 free whites. In PTorthCar^ 
Una, the least populous of the seven counties select- 
ed contained 2177 free person^. 


Lieut, Madison and Lafitte. 

_ XBOX TOE BOSTON FAuLADIUX. 

U, 8. schooner Lynx , Havana, 29 th Feb. 1820# . 

1 I was much surprised to observe two letters m 
your paper of the 28th alt. purporting to be a cof- 
v» ■ po ,>,dence between Mr. John Lafitte, chief of the 
forces at Galvezton, and rayself.j’ Although I do 
not feel at liberty to publish any official correspon- 
dence without permission from the navy depart- 
ment, I think it necessary to state, that the letter 
dated Nov. 7th, was never received. The one 
dated Nov. 8th, is nearly similar to the second 
.letter I wrote Mr. Lafitte, but it was in answer to* 
very different one from that of the 7th. 

The following was the cause of the correspond 
deuce: Two boats, the crews of which had robbed 
Mr Lyon, on the Marmentoo river, were captured 
on the 24th of Oct. last, in the river Sabine, by a 
detachment from this vessel, under the command 
of acting master King. All the robbers escaped in 
the prairie. In one ofthe boats was a eommissiou 
signed Anable Humbert, Galvezton, 20th Angust, 
1819. On the 5th of Nov. my boatseut a boat out 
of Galvezton bay, and brought off one man. He 
confessed that he was one of the mon who robbed 
Mr. Lyon, and that four others of the crew were in 
Galvezton. On the 6th, I sounded the bar, prepa- 
ratory to crossing to apprehend the remainder, but 
was compelled, by the wind blowing fresh on shorty 
to go off in the night, and on my again making the 
land on the 8th, I observed a gibbet erected on the 
point of Galvezton with a man hanging. As I could 
no longer suppose that the robbers were harbored 
by Mr. Lafitte, I sent an officer to demand the re- 
maining three. They had been sent from Galvez^ 
ton, but Mr. Lafitte sent a boat in pursuit, and as 
soon as taken gave them up for trial. ^ 

I would also notice, that although my friend neut.' 
McIntosh was much pleased with the attention and 
politeness of Lafitte— there must hav e been some 

-f A writer in the Fayetteville Gazette gives tt 
certain counties three' representatives each — we 
find but two in the constitution, as printed in the 
,3rd vol. of the Register. Perhaps it has been al- 
tered, or those Hint the writer alludes to include# 
the representatives for certain towns within the 
counties, which have a right to send representa- 
tives. 

•The letters were copied from a paper printed 
at Alexandria, Louisiana. 
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mistake in copying* his note, as he could not have 
culled himself the friend of gen Long, whom he 
had never seen. Yours, 5cc. J. R. MADISON. 

(EjThe letters above alluded to, and published 
with so much seeming veracity, were also inserted 
in the Register of the 5th Feb. last, vol. XVII, page 
395. We are much pleased to give the proceeding 
Correction. In doing which we have occasion to 
repeat the serious question — id What is truth?** 


Br. \V\ India, & N. Am. Colonies. 

A letter from the secretary of the treasury, dated 
Feb. 19, 1820, to the chairman of the committee of 
commerce of the house of representatives, gives 
u pretty full view of the commerce of the United 
States with the British West India and N. American 
colonies. The following totals, perhaps, may an- 
swer all ordinary enquiries. 

A. Amount of duties accruing on merchandise im- 
ported into the United States from all said co- 
lonies IVom the 1st Oct. 1801, to the 30th Sept, 
1818— 17 years. 

From the British West Indies §21,414,491 

American colonies 3,689,224 


25,103,715 

Average per annum §1,476,689— of the 
4 last years about 2,291,000 

B. Amount of the value of the manufactures and 
produce of foreign countries exported to all said 
colonies during the same time — 

To the British West Indies 3,647,545 

American colonies 1,725,376 


Judicial System 

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

We have an account of the expenses of the jit- 
d;ciai system of the dis rict of Columbia, since the 
assumption of the jurisdiction by congress- say 
from 1 80 1 to 1819, inclusive of both — shewing tiie 
amount of expenses incurred on account of the su- 
preme court of the U. S. and the district court, Sit* 
ting within the same. I he following aggregates con 
tain every thing that can be generally useful: 

SUPREME COURT* 

Compensation to the marshal 3,068 00 

attorney and clerk 12,174 08 

Costs taxed 1,747 03 

Contingent expenses 10,865 23 


Total— 19 years §27,854 34 

DISTRICT COURT* 


Compensation to the marshal 13,098 51 

attorney and clerk 20,724 71 

Grand and petit jurors 51.741 82 

Witnesses 19,187 10 

Contingent expenses 51,872 61 

Costs taxed in public prosecutions 47,945 57 

Commissions 5,294 96 


209,865 28 

Balances, See* yet to be settled 8,711 74 

Total— 19 years §218,577 02 

(£j*Thc salaries of the judges not included. 


Militia of the United States — IS 19. 


5,372,921 

Amount of the value of merchandise, the pro- 
duce and manufacture of the United States, for 
the same time — 

To the British West Indies 55,589,150 

American colonies 24,055,629 


79,644,779 

Average for 17 years §4,674,922, for the last 4 
years §5,600,000, nearly . 

C. Statement of the duties arising on merchandise 
imported into the Uhited States, from the colo* 
nies aforesaid, in American and foreign vessels, 
from the 1st Oct. 1815, to 3oth Sept. 1818. 


»A men can Foreign 

vessels. v esScls. 

1815— Br. West Indies 250,320 1,053,988 

American colonics 431,849 954,771 

682,169 2,008,759 

3816— Br. West Indies 313,218 1,814^268 

American colonies 136,430 181,868 

448,648 1,996,1 36 

1817 — Br. West Indies 147,964 1,500,271 

American colonies 117,898 146,371 

265,862 1,646,645 

1818— Br. West Indies 253,822 1,607,001 

American Colonics 162,363 97,424 

416,185 1,704,425 


' D. and F.. Designate the articles imported which 
produced the preceding amounts of duties, but we 
do not see anv use (or necessity for us to insert 


From the general abstract of the returns made to 
the house of representatives, on the 30th March, 
1820, by the president of the United States. 


Strifes nnri 
territories* 

?» 

n 7 

1 1 
£ 

« 

a 

s > 

£ 

M 

to 

< 

Remarks. 

New Hampshire- 

is :fl 

2(5.207 


Man. & Maine 

101V 

7 ,98 H 


Vermont 

18 IV 

20,781 


Rhode Island 

131V 

8,567 


Connecticut 

lb 19 

23.146 


Now York 

1819 

121,553 


N*w Jern y 

1818 

35.240 


Pennsylvania 

1818 

115.231 

No mum since 1&14. 

Dr la ware 


7,451 

Mar>- land 


32. UO 

Kti return since 1311. 

Virginia 

1819 

85.976 


North Carolina 

1819 

49,782 


South Carolina 


! 3.1,729 

No return since 1815, 

Georgia 

18IO 

20,661 


Alabama 

1818 

10.315 


Louisiana 
ArkSnsaw ter. 

1318 

0,894 

No return. 

Mitsit*i|»|>i 

Tennessee 


5,291 

No return star? 1812. 

1819 

40,000 

Return imperftet. Apgmraters/i- 
mated IVum tbe rep’t of the adjt. g< n. 

Kentucky 

11817 

52,881 

6,503 

No returu has been itcsiM. The 

Missouri ter. 

1817 

aggregate, he. ashere stated, is 
taken from a letter of the adjt. 

Illinois 

1818 

2.031 

Indiana 

1819 

14.990 

general. 

Ohio 

181P 

76,890 

Michigan tat. 

1818 

1,707 

822.101 



ArniSi accoutrements and ammunition of the miti in. 

The returns of these are very imperfect and de- 
fective, and hardly afford an idea of the Aggregate 
of am ount of any one article named in the table, and 
from 8 or 9 states there is no return at all! So far 
as the returns go, they shew about 310,0*10 mus- 
kets and more than 1000 pieces of cannon, chiefly 
3*s and 6-pcundoia, with various appurtenances. 
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Lands' in Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 

Statement of the quantity of land -which hat been told, 
the quantity which remaint untold, and the amount 
of talet in each land district in the ttatet of Ohio, In- 
diana and Iliinoit . Laid before the senate, March 
20 . 

Land add. 


m Amount of receiptt and expenditwret for tome of the 
principal portt. 

1802. 1811. 1819. 


District 

Marietta 

Chdlicothe 

Steubenville 

Cincinnati 

Zanesville 

Vincennes 

Jeffersonville 

Wooster 

Shawneetown 

Kaskaskia 

Edwardsville 


•errs. 

156,035 

1 , 020,630 

1,446,618 

2,733,688 

886.295 
1,386,771 
1,218,757 

889,514 

562.296 
407,027 
394,730 


And, add for* 
dollars. 

354,770 

2,196,140 

3,097,'96 

5,769,685 

1,793,695 

2.861,221 

2,456,178 

2,001,370 

1,153,897 

814,054 

795,531 


Kern. unnU 


419,965 

1,107,850 

48\742 

975,752 

618,585 

4,145729 

1,197,443 

354,646 

3.999,624 

1,781,773 

1,2.51,230 


11,102,361 23,294,537 16.321,339 
[We have varied this table a little from the offi- 
ciiu statement, and also added up the several co- 
lumns that the general results may be seen at once.. 

Estimate of the amount of the 2 per cent, fund, aris 
ing from the sale of public lands in the states of 
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 

Ohio from 1st Jyly 1802 tooOth Sept. 

1819 8182.712 55 

Indiana — 30th Nov 1816 to same date 24,089 43 
Illinois— 1st Jan. 1819 to same date 2,579 47 

Note. This is an estimate of the funds that have 
arisen from the receipt of more y for lands sold— 
not of the funds that will arise when the lands sold 
have been paid for. 

‘ JO IAH MEIGS 

General land office, 8th March 1820. 


Portland 

Salem 

Ooiton 

Nw-York 

Philadelphia 

Baltimore 

Norfolk 

ChaiVtton 

Savannah 

New Orleans 


& Expend} Expend!, £ee*pt. 1 


4,174 

5,921 

ISJ03S 

16*06 

80.786 

1,887 

994 

1,166 

470 


874 

1,915 

7,158 

11,160 

5.777 

3.847 

1.9<*6 

1,577 

679 

89S 


13 
8,865 
10^78 
7,665 
8.140 
6,311 
3.17S 
8,7 '9 
3,090 


597 

1,155 

6,075 

7,470 

5,580 

8858 

881 

m 

478 

1,850 


853 

7J061 
1 1.041 
15.746 
81,495 
6.753 
1, 33 
8 , 660 
i * 40 


lie -whole account of this fund, including 61,000 
dollars specifically appropriated, shews a balance 
against the fund of g40, 319— that is, that the ex- 
penditures have exceeded the receipts by that 
amount, up to^the 3lst December, 1818, a part of 
which, however, is vested in permanent property. 


Privateer Pension Fund. 

By a letter from the secretary of the navy to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, read the 
28th of March,1820, we have the following parti- 
culars: 

[abstbact.] 

The amount of the fund, from its commencement 
to the3lst Dec. 1819: 

2 per cent, on the proceeds of prize 
vessels and goods 

Interests on the capital invested in 
U. S. stocks 

Stocks sold 


216,367 84 

51,480 92 
12,951 30 


Marine hospital money. 

A heavy document was laid upon the table of the 
house of representatives, on the 28th March, 1820, 
in relation to the receipts and expenditures of the 
Marine hospital money. The following abstract pro- 
bably includes every thing that canbe generally in 
teresting. 

Total receipt in 1802 109,954 56 

1803 54,93 3 21 

1804 58,210 98 

1805 58,005 98 

1806 66 820 01 

1807 61,474 47 

1808 36,515 44 

' 1809 74,192 42 

1810 54,309 31 

1811 54,586 34 

1812 42,421 46 

1813 21,789 58 

1814 10,280 73 

1815 28,374 74 

1816 43.864 21 

1817 46;6 0 59 

1818 49,239 58 

1819* 39*, 260 99 


$910,864 00 


Total received 
Of which amount, $58,975 47 was derived from 
seamen in the service of the United States, from 
Jan. 1. 1800 to Feb. 26, 1811. Greatest receipt in 
2802, 410,429 60. 

•To 30ih Sept. 


280,800 05 

The amount of warrants issued in the 

same time, to pay pensioners, &c. was 83,666 00 

Then follows a list of the persons disabled oh 
board of private armed vessels, who receive pen- 
sions the highest sum paid to any individual is 
$240 per annum^the rest are at the following rates: 
180, 144 120, 108, 96, 84, 72, 60, 48, 36: the great- 
est number is at 72. 

Next is a list of widows, whose husbands were 
slain or lost in private armed vessels, to whom has 
been granted a moiety of the highest rate of pension 
to which their husbands would have been entitled 
for the highest grade of disability. 

Then is a list of widow's, as aforesaid, to whom 
pensions for 5 years were granted, who have had 
their pension certificates renewed for the further 
term of 5 years, by the act of April 16, 18l8. 

RXCAPITULATfOIT. 

The total number of privateer pensions, whether 
paid to persons disabled or to the widows of thosw 
sli*in or lost, is as follows: 

annual amt.' 
$3,052 
7,7l€ 
66 
5,640 
1,176 
2,586 
486 
144 
792 
66 


In New Hampshire 

' Persons 
38 

Massachusetts 

94 

Rhode Island 

1 

New York 

61 

Pennsylvania 

13 

Maryland 

31 

Dist. of Columbia 

4 

North Carolina 

1 

South Carolina 

10 

Louisiana 

1 

Amount of pensions 

£ 254 

and pensioners 


$20,706 
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Mint of the United States. 

The total amount of the value of coins made at 
the mint, since its establishment, up to the 3 1st Dec. 

5^16,902,781 06 

The entire cost of the establishment, 
including that of buildings and ma- 
chinery, salaries and wages,and the 
wastage on gold and silver, Itc. 594,343 16 
Deduct the amount gained^ame time, 
on the copper coinage 63,037 01 


Net cost of the establishment g531,306 15 
The preceding is from a report laid before the 
house of representatives, on the 10th April, 1820. 

Revenue of the United States. 

Hefnrt of the committee oj ways and meant, to whom 
•wot referred to much of the president' t message fat 
the commencement of the presen ■ session ), as relates 
to the revenue of the United States. 

April 14, 182d~read, and committed to a committee 
of the whole house on the slate of the union. 
The committee of ways and means, to whom has 
been referred so much of the president’s message 
as relates to t >e revenue of the United States, re- 
spectfully submit the following beport; 

The tmal net receipt* into the trruurr, d urine the 

7 * r l#10. Were 24.812,419 00 

Tli* payment* from the Treatary daring that year, 

24^4M0S 77 


amounted to 


Tearing a balance of income, after paying all ex pen tea, 707,850 32 


State of the Treasury , public revenue, and appropiia 
tions made for the service of the year 1820. 

And first, the state of the treasury — 

The amount of money in the treasury , on the 1st day 
of January, including the second instalment f rom 

"f dolls, paid that day, was 2J42493 27 

From winds the following deductions must be made— * 

2sC Special depodtes of notes of banks which 
will not be available during the present 
y*ar, but most of which, it is believed, will 
utamatrly be paid, dolls. 610,367 59 

2d. Amounts remaining to be paid of the 
Louisiana stork, which was payable in 
. . 1 !i* “i 1 .® 19 ■*”* y < demanded, 1,646,117 4s 
3d. OUkt claims pn the year 1319, and not 
then paid, esc to tire of the balance due 
the commissioners of the sinking' food, 40,133 9f 


Total - 


-2,296,627 92 


Tearing available funds in treasury, i*t. J^n, ,u/n of 245,665 33 

Second, the public revenue for 1820-4- 
Cttstoms, (as estimated at the treasury) 19,000,000 
Fubbe lands •’ same 2,000,000 

Arrears of internal duties hnd direct taxes 4 - 0,000 

Instalment due by the United States' bank 500,000 
Incidental receipts, 50 000 

Dividend from tin. U. S. Bank will probably * » * 

be 0 per cent, certainly 4 percent. 280,000 

22,290400 00 


Aggregate amount of pir*ns available for 1120, 32^25,665 33 

And 1 bird — amount of the several ap- 
propriations made for 1820— 

1st. Permanent appropriations, 

Por the sinking fund, 10,000,000 
Gradual increase of navy 1 400409 
Arming the militia 900,000 

Annuiii* s to Indians, an* 
der trrntb s 149.725 

Trading houses with the 
Indians 19,250 

Civilization of Indians io,ocq 

1,378,973 00 

ftd. Temporary expeoditores agreeably 
to appropriations, to wit: 

For srrviee of lb** navy, 2 , 538:940 
For militai y establisbm't 8,11 9, 580 
Civil ami diplomatic 2,306,444 
Public buildings 282,9 1 5 

Private claims, estimated at 40,000 


For payment of two-thirds qf 
the Minus ip)>i stock, (o be 
psid by uniu of the eoiu- 


-13,237,880 00 


mtasioners of si nklng fond, 

on 15th May nett, 1439,2*9 30 * 

Art fursgrs for the navy 
d» partmeiC agreeably 
to the act passed Drc. 
last, amount drawn 
subsequent to 1st Jan. 443,030 00 

— 14*2409 30 

Total amt. expenditures authorised by law f,»r 1*20, 26499.164 30 

Leaving * , deficiency of meant for the year 1820, of 3,773*498 95 

And of the sinking fund tor the year 1820: 

Annual appropriation ICfiOOfiOO 00 

Payable by the treasury thereout: 

Residue of Louisiana stock 
redeemable this year, 8410,462 77 
Six p* r cent stock 80o«0 00 

Reimbursement of the de- 
ferred I stock 503,196 94 

Int’st of the funded debt, 
payable this fear 4.911.843 00 


7,711.302 71 


24*8,497 29 


Leaving a balance, which may be applied 

to satisfy part of th« deficit, of 

Leaving an actual deficit of funds to meet the expen- 
ditures authorised by law, for 1820, of 1*485401 60 

The committee further submit an estimate of the re- 
ceipts and expenditures for the year 1821, founded 
oninformation receiredfrom the several departments. 
1st, Rscfcirra. 

Customs . . . dolls. lAOoooeo oo 

a *, « • • • • 3,oooooo oo 

Arrevrs or direct tax and internal duties 250.000 00 
Incidental noipts ... jrjooo 00 
Dividends from the U. S. bank 5 percent. 490400 00 


2 tl, EXPENDITURES. 

Permanent, to wit: 

Reimbursement of deferred stock 534,033 08 

Interest on the funded debt 4,773,737 66 

Gradual increas- of the navy X4C0,00o 00 

Arming the militia 2O0400 00 

Annuity to Wi.rw i4y(f2A Oo 

1 radmg houses with Indians 19,250 00 

Civilization of Indians Kgooo 00 

.. 6,686,743 76 

Temporary, agreeably to the amount of 
tile several appropriation hill* for I8S1. 13437.880 00 

To which must fir added tlie amount of 
unexpended balances in the bands of 
the treasurer, and which wav applied 
to the expenditure of the year 18.0 319,154 60 

From which appropriations for mo?** 1 ' 1 ™ ™ 
.there may bit deducted the following 
items, which will imt be required for 
1821, and part* or items, wlikb .<n ei- 
ther unnecessary, or may, without in- 
jury to the publip service, be spared, 

FM* , 

Fbr completing severs! arsenals 60,650 
Arrearages prior to 1818, lor 
military academy 21 428 

Arrearages 20^400 

Hflr-nay pensions to widows 
and orphans (part) 75400 

Revolutionary pensions 630,000 

Balances due certain it atm 250,000 

Taking the census 240,000 

f iTOberjapd road 141400 

ff "klyif of Indian t res ties 70,000 

Claims of the inhabitants of 
the late province of West 
fl‘ ; rida 24 251 

Payments for outstanding dre * f 
bentures for internal duties 20.000 
Balance due M. Poirey and 
M. de Vienne 4,4*1 

Fortifications 100,000 

Deduct therefrom fbr expend*- ** ^ 
tures that may be required 
for the service of the T year 
1821, and which caunot be 
foreseen 256,796 

Le aving an amount charged in the year 
18*0, and which, it i« U**liev--d, will not 
be required fur the year 1*21, 1,460406 00 

F.stjmate of expenditure for year 1831 18,4*2.779 76 

Rati mated excess of receipts over the ex- 
pepdittwes of the year l«Jt, 1, 37,720 2 \ 


19,720460 
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The committee alto aubmik that ao port of the principal pf the 
fhttdrd debt become* payable mail the year l.fif , exeapt the an- 
nual rriniburacmcnt of the dtfrrwl stuck; and they pretent the 
follouinr view of th«*uma annually reimbursable on the public 
fbnded debt, for the year* 1828, 1816, 1W7, and 1«*8, to wto- j 
Yt*ar 1821, %\x p«r cunt, stock per aot of 
14th March, iStt fi,i 87,005 M 

do. do* Oth Joly, I8i2 3,668,974 W 
do. Treasury notea, funded por 

an ^tth February, W* I,4j 0 t li5 61 

10^75^07 44 

ScTCDpcrmb do. do. T1 

M*,Si> p^cnti .lock, par act o* - ,,, .. 

•Hi February, HIJ 4f 

da, do. |dAugort,m» *<•»*» » ... r „ .. 

"uil* P * r " n, ‘ ,totk ’ pcr ‘” 0f M "* l 'lvii.«r M 

1828, do. do. 3d Mirth, 181J, 9,490jpW id 

The committee furtlier state, that, 
from tbc 1st January. 1801 , to the Iff Ja- 
naary. 1806 , inclusive, there was redeem* 
fd ot the print i i*l of the public <*«bt, 
the mm of 33^17,141 10 

And between the 1st January, ,, 

and the 1st January, 1820, the soin of 32,081,750 17 

An act passed on the 3d March, 1847, “to pro- 
vide for the redemption of thepublic t dpbt.” Thai 
act vests in the commissioners of the sinking fund 
the sum of ten millions of dollars* to be applied 
yearly by them to the payment of the interest and 
charges, and to the reimbursement or purchase of 
the public debt; and provides, that the said annual 
appropriation shall be paid from the proceeds of 
the duties on merchandise, the tonnage of vessels, 
internal duties, and sales of wosterqjands; although 
that act is not considered as a pledge of those funds, 
yet, it is understood at the treasury, that the appro- 
priation for the sinking fund has a preference over 
every other, and must, (if required by the commis- 
sioners,) be first paid. The documents before the 
house shew that there is no part of the principal ot 
the public debt payable during the years 1821, 
1822, 1823, 1824, except the reimbursement of the 
deferred stock. 

The sinking fund can operate, « :f course, during 
those years only in manner following, (unless the 
U. S. stock should be purchased at par,) to wit: 

1821, Interest *nd reimbursement 

payable this year §5,307,770 76 

1822, “ « 5,307,770 76 

18 23 “ « 5,307,770 76 

«< “ 5,023,126 24 

And for the present year of 1820, 
as ajread) stated, 7,711,502 71 


Total of aptpal demand oti the fund, §28,657 ,941 23 
Leaving the sum of #21,342,058 77, for those years 
which cannot be applied to the payment of the 
principal of the debt in any other way than by pur- 
chase. No purchase can be made, agreeably to the 
pet, unless the same can be effected at or under 
par. The present market value of the United 
States six per cent stock is known to be three and 
a half to four and a half pe? cent above par, and it 
is believed, will continue above par during the 
years 1821, and 1822, and perhaps longer. Under 
those circumstances, it is submitted, whether it is 
not more for the interest of the United States to 
(authorise the treasury to transfer to the surplus 
Ifund the balance of the sinking fund, which' may 
premain unexpended on the 31st December, 1820, 
than that the same should remain in the treasury 
fcinemployed. 

The unexpended balances of the sinking fund 
are transferable (under the existiag laws) to the 
surplus fund, two years after the calendar year for 
Which the appropriations have been made, in like 
ma nner as all unexpended balances for other objects 
of expenditure ar$ transferable* 


The preceding statement shews, that the expen* 
di lures authorised by law, for the year 1820, wifi ex* 
ceed the receipts into the treasury, of that year, by 
the sum of 3,773,498 95 dollars;. that sum may be 
reduced to 1,4&*,001 66 dollars, by the application 
of the balance of 2,288,497 29 dollars, which will, 
agreeably to the preceding view, remain unexpend* 
ed of the sinking fund on the 1st January, 1821. In 
recommending the application of the surplus of the 
sinking fund to the current expenses of the pre- 
sent year, your committee deprecate a recurrence 
to a like resort in future years, if the tame can, 
with any propriety, be avoided; and it is hoped that 
such retrenchments will be made in the public ex- 
penditures, as may render a recurrence to that 
fund unnecessary. 

A resort to treasury notes, to meet the deficit ap- 
peared to your committee inexpedient. Such notea 
could not, in their opinion, become a medium, un<? 
less the banks should be authorised to tender them 
in payment for any demands made on those instU 
tutions: without such authority, treasury notes 
would be sold and bought in the market, for the 
purpose of paying the public dues; and, when paid 
into the bank, could be considered by the bank 
only as a special deposite of the treasury, on which 
it would not bp bound to pay either its own notes 
or specie. 

— ^appearing tp your committee inexpedient to 
resoR to treasury notes, and it being impracticable, 
(if no objections existed against the adoption of 
such a course,) to carry into effect a system of in-, 
ternal duties, in time to meet the deficit of the pre-r 
sent year, your committee had only to choose be- 
tween a loan of a temporary character, or one of 
longer duration. They have preferred the latter; 
because it carries the time beyond that jn whick 
other debts are payable; and, because it is believ- 
ed thst the loan will thereby be obtained on de- 
cidedly betler terms, than on one of a shorter du- 
ration. By authorising the subscription of the Mis- 
aissippi stock, of which two- thirds must otherwise 
bp redeemed durins the current year, it is infer- 
red, that little new aebt will be created. Conform- 
ably with those views, the committee respectfully 
submit a bill to authorise a loan of 2,000,000 dollars. 

The committee have deemed it useful- to present 
a view of the probable receipts for the year 1821, 
and of the expenditures, which, under the existing 
laws, are indispensably chargeable thereon. They 
have founded their statement of expenses on the Ap- 
propriations actually made for 1820; and have 
shown, that therefrom a variety of items, amount- 
ing to 1,856,790, (which will pot be required for 
1821,) may be deducted: at the same time, they are 
ready to admit, that new and unforeseen demands 
may arise, which may show that too much reliance 
ought not to be placed upon an expectation of an 
expenditure less thaa that of the current year. The 
view for 1821 is founded on the indispensable ex- 
penses, and does not include the amount of princi- 
pal, which the commissioners of the sinking fund 
are bound to purchase, if the same can be bought 
at or under par. Taking that view, the estimates 
of receipts and expenditures will be shewn by the 
following statement, to wit; 

Permanent expenditures §11,378,975 

Temporary 13,596,034 

§24,975,009 

From which deduct items not requir- > * gnn qqq 

ed, (as specified,) for 1821 5 * 

§33,375,009 
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Estimated amount of receipts for 3 iQronooo 

1821, (per statement) $ 1 9 * * 

Leaving a deficit, in 1821 , of . £3,655,009 

Your committee, having assigned the . reasons 
which have led them to recommend the bill here- 
with reported, beg leave respectfully to present 
their views of the necessity which exists, for re- 
trenchments and economy in the public expendi- 
tures. They approach this subject with feelings 
which the house can duly appreciate. A govern- 
ment, like individuals, will generally increase its ex- 
penditure in proportion to its increase of means. 

*1 be revenue, (after the peace,) had swollen to an 
amount surpassing all former experience; and, pas- 
sing from a state of war, during which expensive 
establishments were indispensably necessary, it 
was not to have been expected, that we could have 
immediately made such reductions, as a state of 
profound peace would render prudent and proper. 
The war pointed our attention to the weak points 
of the nation; and the appropriations of former years 
have been increased by objects of great national 
importance, which have added to our security, and 
by an act of benevolence towards the survivors of 
the army of the revolution. 

Large outstanding claims, resulting from the war, 
to an amount exceeding thirty millions of dollars, 
have been discharged; and the sum of £32,085,750 
of the public debt, has been redeemed since the 1st 
day of January, 1817. Establishments have been 
created under the sanction of law, which, to main- 
tain and advance, will make it necessary, either to 
resort to annual and successive loans, or to a system 
of internal revenue. As to the first of those alter- 
natives, it cannot be necessary to urge any obser- 
vations: their natural tendency to involve the nation 
in debt is obvious; and they will be avoided, when 
they are not indispensably necessary. We are warn- 
ed against the effects of a large and Accumulating 
debt, by the experience of other nations. A na- 
tion, laboring under the pressure of a large debt, 
no more than an individual, can be considered inde- 
pendent. Money is power; and that nation will be- 
some powerless, who shall mortgage its resources, 
without the prospect of relieving them by discharg- 
ing its engagements. 

Hensons, powerful and copent, exist against a re- 
sort to internal duties and direct taxes, to supply a 
deficiency occurring during a state of profound 
tranquility, and ought to be avoided if the necessity 
be not evident and pressing, and such has heretofore 
been the policy of the nation. We have been ac- 
customed to a system of taxation, which, in its ope- 
ration, has been paid without being perceptibly felt, 
and will reluctantly resort to one of a diff erent cha- 
racter in times of profound peace. 

From the extraordinary depression of commerce, 
within the last three years, the stagnation of our 
navigation, the depreciation in the value of our ex- 
ports, the corresponding depreciation in the value 
of property of every description, and the serious 
embarrassments under which every branch of in- 
dustry now labors, economy and retrenchment in 
expenditures of every citizen are imperiously re- 
quired. The finances of the nation being seriously 
affected by those causes, there would seem to arise 
a corresponding obligation on the goverement to 
retrench its expenditures and economise is means. 
In the infancy of our institutions, our expenses were, 
in the general, limited by our receipts. We have 
been satisfied to advance gradually in furthering 
the system of national security and independence. 
Qurpace has been greatly quickened towards the 


accomplishment of those objects since the restors** 
tion of peace, by tlie great accession of our revenue. 
From that period our revenue has been in what 
may be considered a forced state. We are now 
getting back to a condition more congenial with 
our population and national wealth. 

The committee believe that wisdom requires us 
to recur, also, to the policy which has heretofore 
governed us. Our nation is still in its infancy: its 
resources are daily increasing. If then we should 
keep pace in the building up of our national esta- 
blishments with the revenue of the country, we 
shall have consummated all our wishes without op- 
pression to the citizen. 

Therefore , resolved , That the president of the 
United States be requested to cause such a plan to 
be prepared* as will enable congress, at its next 
session, to make such reductions in the various 
branches of public expenditure, as may be required 
by the state of the finances and the public good. 


Trade with the Indians. 

OFFICIAL REPORT. 

OJice of Indian trade , January 7th, 1820. 

To the bon. Henry Southard, 

Chairman of the committee on Indian affairs. 

Sib: 1 have had the honor to receive your letter, 
of the 4th inst. in which I am “requested to commu- 
nicate to the committee on Indian affairs sueh infor- 
; mution as may be in my possession relative to the 
present state of our trade with the Indian tribes, 
and such other information as I may deem proper 
to lay before you.” 

So far as this call may have relation to the pre- 
sent state of the funds, 1 have the honor to state that, 
up to the 30th September last, the latest period at 
which an estimate from the quarterly returns can 
be made, it was worth £308*855 45. The several 
appropriations for carrying on trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, amount to $300,* >00; of 
which no more than $290,000 have been drawn 
from the treasury. From this 290,000 dollars it is 
proper to deduct 10,000 dollars on account of debts 
contracted by the Indians, in their intercourse with 
the factory then at fort Wilkinson, and which sum 
was secured to the United States by the treaty of 
Fort Wilkinson, but has not been paid over to this 
office; also 843,369 61, for property destroyed dur- 
ing the late war. The actual amount of the capital 
being, therefore, no more than $236,630 39 f the 
gain appears to he the difference between this 
amount and $308,855 45, which is g72,225 C6. 

The law governing this trade contemplates no 
more than a preservation of the capital. It is, how- 
ever, impossible to preserve it exactly at that point 
at all times, because, if that were attempted, the 
fluctuations to which the markets arc liable, in the 
sales made of the articles taken in barter wiih the 
Indians, and the damage to which these are liable, 
as well from the extent of country ovt which they 
are transported, as from worms, would put the ca- 
pital in hazard. In guarding against these contin- 
gencies, the stock is worth one year more, and ano- 
ther les9, according as 'the markets vary, or the sea- 
sons are favorable or otherwise t6 the preservation 
of furs and peltries. Every arrangement, however, 
of which the system is susceptible, is entered in- 
to, with a view to present to the Indians, for whose 
benefit this trade has been established, all the* ad- 
vantages which it was intended they should derfvc 
from it But many of the advantage-, as well those 
having relation to the Indians, as those uidrh re- 
late to the government and to our civilized border 
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population, arc totally lost in the fdmost universal 
ftprt ud of avarice over th.e whole Indian domain. — 
1 dividual*, in great numbers, availing 1 themselves 
of the looseness of the law which authorises theis- 
jsue ofliccnsestp trade with the Indians, and which 
Jaw containing do proyision for whaf might be deem- 
ed the essential requisite of moral character, have 
(complied with its tdo easy stipulations, and entered 
the Indian country at all points. 1 he Indians, lured 
by the arts of these traders, and overcome by whis- 
key, \yhich constitutes the leading article of the tra- 
der** truffle, fall an easy sacrifice to their unfortu- 
nate propensity, and Jose, in the delirium of their 
« xcitenient, their tamper, and even the smalt por- 
tion of morals which ityill be admitted may be in- 
herited even by a savage. In this state of* excited 
bi-reavement, what wonder if the first white man 
wi.o appears is made to atone with his life fprsuch 
poriduct? Jt is not unusual for these adventurous 
traders to divide tribes into clans, heading eacli by 
u chief of their own creation, who, with his follow*. 
' ers, is stimulated to take sides, not only in favor of 
♦ lie trader >y)io confers gucb honor, b,qt against 
jnembers of their oyn tribe and family, if these 
Khali ftiippen tobe enrolled under the authority of 
fin opposing trader. Blood naturally follows in thp 
track of these men, and the peace and the lives 
c.f the Indians are thus sported with. At the season 
when the hunt* arc over, and the weary and wea- 
ther beaten Indians are journeying to their homes, 
Ihey find themselves intercepted by these tinders, 
who seldom fail, by the agency qf whiskey, to secure, 
for the ineyest trifle, hat had post so much labor 
jo procure, and which was intended to provide, 
ugainstlhe vigors of the vear, the essential articles 
of blankets, strouding, &c. fcc. It is no difficult 
tnat'ter to conceive the state of wretchedness in 
which these unfortunate Indians arc plunged, un- 
der such* circumstances. Only one season has elap*. 
i d since tyea'ies were concluded between the Unit* 
«‘d Sinteo and the Wyandots anil others, an article 
jn each pf which provides for the payment of their 
pcver^l annuities ip specie; and at this time the 
pgent for those Jm)iansi6 at the seat of government, 
charged with their wishes to have this * condition 
stricken put, and the old me(|iod of payment in mer- 
chandise substituted. The person assigned for it is 
that the qiinuity grounds w*ere suvrqnndcd by pack- 

I iorse trade! s, who, as soon as the specie arrived, 
icc.unc owner} of it, leaving the miserable Indians, 
who l;a<} been put up to require such a provision, 
possessed of a few flimsey articles, of the most use- 
jess character, to moupn over a state of unusual be- 
reavement and suffering.’ The ordinary supplies 
Which they had been led to believe would be pro- 
cured in greater abunejunce by the specie, have 
never Appeared, and the duly alternative left them is 
io pray that goods may be sent them in future, and 
not specie. 

. Under suc}i circumstances of harassment, it is 
easy to perceive how uncertain must be our politi- 
cal relations with tliese people, and how difficult it 
ja to conduct a regular (rude with them, fn fact, 
ro o vc* r powering have these traders become, both 
tis to conduct ancj numbers, as tp have almost block- 
ed up the avenues to two of our factories, and have 
thus rendered them almost useless, hs well to 
the government as to the Indians. I refer Jp those 
ut.Clreen bjiy and phicago, points at which it is of 
feo much 'importance fo hold the most perfect con- 
trol over the fndians fcbi;h it’ is possible for the go. 
Vernmertt to exercise. Kor do tliese traders acquire 
this influence over the Indians because they sup- 
ply them with articlts at cheaper rates. It were 
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unreasonable, eyen if facts did npt authorise a dif- 
ferent conclusion, to suppose so. Their policy is to 
make all the gain they can; and the policy ofthe go- 
vernment (and 1 believe itto he faithfully sustained) 
is to require only so much advance on the cost as to 
secure the capital from diminution. But evidences 
are at hand that demonstrate the exorbitant de- 
mands which these traders make, an example of 
which is furnished in an attested statement, that, in 
the neighborhood of those very places, (Green bay 
and Chicago,) one dollar and fifty cents have been 
demanded and received by them, in furs, for one 
brass thimble; and fifteen dollars for a pound of to- 
bacco! 

Some of the causes which giye the traders such 
influence over the Indians, may be l^und in the free 
use which they make of whiskey, (an article which 
is excluded from the government policy.) In the 
rules which are ordained for the government of die 
United States' factor, and which locate him, and 
otherwise put it out of his power, very properly, to 
enter the lists with these people, from which they 
are free; and in the flattering methods resorted to 
by the trader*, of making partisans and chiefs out 
of whomsoever promises to succeed best in musterr 
ing numbers and catching beaver. 

1 am aware that the rights of citizens are plead- 
ed, and that it is held by some to be subversii'c of 
those rights to deny the privilege of engaging in 
this trade, to such as may choose to prosecute it. 
However true this may be in the abstract, there ap- 
pears to me to be no reason which can justify it in its 
application to a trade with our Indians. For, what 
good reason can be assigned to justify the govern* 
ment in extending pecuniary privileges to one set 
of people, if by so doing are involved the well-being 
and eyen the iives of another? But not only are the 
Indiana excited, and bereaved, and made miserable; 
not only are riots and murders caused amongst 
them, but how often docs it happen that irruptions 
are made by them, in their state of distraction, and 
under the impulses pf revenge, into our settlements, 
where, giving loose to their passions, and indulg- 
ing in their visions of idea! glory, they butcher, in- 
discriminately, without reference to age or sex, and 
car by with them into the wilderness the scalps of 
dur innocent and unoffending inhabitants? And how 
often, in pivjer to avenge these acts, have armies 
been levied to reduce these exasperated people to 
submission, at an expense to the country more than 
adequate to civilize and preserve them all? But in 
a}l this, bad as it is, and much as it is to be depre- 
cated, have the Indian^ done more than, in the pa- 
roxism of their hopeless and bereaved condition, 
occasioned by those too wlio have been licensed to 
go amongst then% it was reasonable to expect at 
their hands? Does it not appear to be more in bar-* 
mony with the rights of the Citizens, to deny the 
privilege to trade to those who, in the exercise 
of it, involve so many thousand Indians in such deep 
distress. and jeopardize at the same time the lives 
of both Indians and whito pCople? I afti sanctioned 
by my own observation,* as j believe f am by the 
general sentiment of those who Jiave taken the 
pain* to look into the causes of onr Indian wars, in 
attributing at least tbree-fourths of them to the ex- 
citements occasioned by the Conflicting interests of 
private traders It is, in my judgment, of the great- 
est importance that some regulations other than 
those which now exist, be enacted fdr the better 
government of this branch of our policy. I do think 
if the object ofthe government be to civilize and 
preserve our aborigines, fund lam convinced it is,) 
that all such pe rnicious intercourse as { have ryfcv 
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Ted to, should be made to cease. Or, if, in the wis- 
dom of congress, the propriety of sueh policy be 
doubted, the next remedy which presents itself to 
my mtnd, the only remaining one, is to abrogate the 
existing license law, annul all the licenses that 
have been issued under it, and make it obligatory 
on each trader who may apply for the privilege of 
entering the Indian country, in his capacity as such, 
to build Isis factory and locate himself. Some re- 
sponsibility for his good conduct and conformity 
with the laws for the government of the trade would 
exist, for he would then have something like a 
home, and his stock at the factory, and his improve- 
ments there, when added to his bond, might be 
supposed to furnish some settled and tangible se- 
curity, of which, under the present regulations, 
scarcely a vestige is believed to exist. 'Tis true, he 
bonds, and with sureties, under the present law: 
and these are the conditions on which any man, no 
matter who he is, nor liow indifferent he may be to 
the welfare of the Indians, nor how hostile to the 
government and interests of the United States, may 
pass into the Indian country as a trader, leaving his 
obligations at Detroit or Michilimackinac, and him- 
self roaming in the wilds of the Missouri. What 
chance is there of enforcing the provisions of a vi- 
olated law, under such circumstances? The best 
evidence, however, of its inefficiency, may be 
found in the fact, that no forfeitures have ever been 
enforced from the beginning, at least l know of 
none, ^ow, either these traders must be very te- 
nacious in conforming tjo the laws, ,or the laws are 
hot adapted to a detection of their malconduct . The 
relation in which a trader would stand, even to the 
existing law, would be different, did it not oompel 
him to prosecute his trade at a fixed point. But 
whatever regulations may be entered into for the 
government of private intercourse with the Indians, 
tdiould embrace, under the severest penalties of forfei- 
ture* a provision against the vending of whiskey or 
spirituous liquor of any kind. And that no con- 
flicts might arise betwixt opposing traders, from a 
contiguity of location, the places for trade should 
be approved by the president of the United States, 
and all licenses should issue from him, or from such 
person as he might be pleased to entrust with the 
execution of this regulation. 

I have been thus particular on this branch of the 
Subject, because I believe in the practicability of 
civilizing bur Indians: and because I believe that this 
great work will continue to drag along, and be but 
partially successful, and in the exact proportion as 
the Indians may remain exposed to the seductive in- 
fluence of this unrestrained and avaricious wilderness 
traffic. It has been, and it will always remain so, un- 
less measures are adopted to remedy it, that the 
plana of aboriginal reform, as well those which have 
been entered into by the government, as by gener- 
ous individuals, will be frustrated by these people. 
And the reason is obvious. It does not accord with 
their interests for the Indians to be drawn off from 
the chase; ard in proportioh ashabjfs of civilization 
are acquired, must be diminished the adyantages of 
an intercourse with them. 

So much for the “present st^te of our trade yitli 
the Indian tribes,” as it stands related to the trade 
prosecuted bv individuals. 

The regulations for the future government of 
private intercourse, (if it be admitted at all,) 1 con- 
ceive to be important* as, without some change, the 
state of excitement in which the Indians are so con- 
stantly kept, cannot be sufficiently composed to in- 
sure either security to our borders, amelioration of 
ihp general wretchedness of their condition, or the 


progress of the great work of their civilization. 
But a proper control being had over the imltviduala 
who go amongst the Indians as traders, the road 
may then be considered as furnishing no other ob- 
st uctions to the complete renovation of their eon-r 
dition. Theory, on this subject, has given place t© 
facts; and, if no other evidence in the practicability^ - 
of accomplishing this noble work were to be had* 
the present state of the Indian schools called Rrai- 
nard, on the Chicam&gah, in the Cherokee country; 
would demonstrate it. 

I would respectfully suggest, that, in no period of* 
the history of our country, have means been adopt- 
ed, whether by the government or by individuals* 
which promised to complete so speedily the impor- 
tant work of aboriginal reform; and now, that pros- 1 
pects are so flattering, it would be cause of deep 
and lasting regret if, from defectiveness in any part 
of the great system which promises to work out a 
result so interesting, these generous efforts should, 
at last, for that reason, he compelled to yield to op- 
posing influences, and mingle with the ruin of pre- 
ceding ones. 

1 would suggest, therefore, that the original in-‘ 
tention of the congress, in relation to the trade 
fund, be carried into effect; and that an appro- 
priation of sixty -three thousand three hundred anti 
seventy dollars be made, a hich wilt make a capital, 
from the treasury, of three hundred thousand dol- 
lars. 

This will authorise an extension of the trade to 
three other points within our military posts, at 
which it would be beneficial to the Indian to hav© 
factories located, and through which those political 
influence-swliich a well regulated commercial inter- 
coifirse is so well calculated to produce, and which 
the present system joi trade, on the part of the 
United States, was, in part, intended to supply# 
might be sustained. This being done, I would rt> 
spectfully suggest that the existing law be so modi- 
fied as to authorise an advance, over and above 
that which is resorted to for the maintenance of the 
capital, of ten per cent, on all articles sold, alid that 
the gain thus secured constitute a fund to be appli- 
ed to the organization and endowment of schools 
for the benefit of those tribes by whose intercourse, 
with each factory respectively, these gains might 
be realized. It is not unreasonable to suppose that 
such a regulation would produce in the Indians an 
additional inducement to pvercome any temptations 
which artifice iqight place in their way, to hold 
their intercourse with the government establish- 
ments, and especially so as they are not, even in 
their savage; state, insensible to the kindness of 
those regulations which affept the welfare of their 
offspring. 

This branch cf the system being fully organized, 
and put into complete operation, the way would be 
then made easy for a judicious and suitable appli- 
cation of those additional moans which, after all, 
must be reported to for the completion of Indian 
civilization. I refer to the gradual withdrawing of 
the Indians from the chase, and the enlisting their 
regards in favor of agriculture and the domestic 
arts — the Introduction amongst them of plain laws, 
just in their nature, and easy of comprehension; 
the execution of which might be trusted to plain, 
hut honp&t men, assisted by the most intelligent, 
influential, and moral Indians. Out of this would 
naturally arise the idea of separate property, and 
fixed habitations and villages which ought never to 
be lost sight of by those to whom are, or may be, en- 
trusted jhe destiny of this people. 

It lias uot been owiqg to sjny physical or moral 
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defect in our Indians, that they have been so long 
under the influence of their savage propensities, 
but rather to the too partial and limited, and, by 
consequence, inefficient measures, wuich have been 
hitherto resorted to. If the government, upon the 
sine iiand, have organized a humane system of in* 
tefcourse with them, tor the supply of their wants, 
and to quiet, ny t#»e unity of the design and the har- 
mony of its operations, all the agitations and strife 
which con Hie ung interests give rise to, it has coun- 
tenanced, upon the other, the admission ot indivi- 
duals amongst them a hose strifes nave disturbed 
thfe composure which ev< n tins braneh of policy 
would nave, to a great extent, insured. If schools 
Lave occasionally been opened in their country, or 
by any other agencies attempts have been made to 
reform them, the turbulence of avarice has over- 
come these peaceful designs also. And if a few In- 
dian youths have been brought in and educated at 
6ur colleges, tneir intelligence, it is admitte d, soon 
distinguished tiiem as scholars! but, when returned, 
mingling with th. mass of savageism that remained 
at home, and which they found as they left it, near- 
ly all the restraints which civilization bad imposed 
were cut loose, and they soon ceased to be dis- 
tinguished from their parents and friends. But is 
there any thing wonderful in all this? Certainly no- 
thing calculated to lead to the conclusion, that Indians 
are necessarily savages; for the same reasoning 
would involve in the same necessity those who have 
^een styled the most refined people on the globe— *1 
m^an the French; for a native of Baris has been 
found in our wilderness (and, on the authority of one 
Of his countrymen, whose literary labors have ac- 
quired for him no ordinary share of renown) so 
completely assimulated to the manners of the na- 
tives as to be with difficulty distinguished, and with 
attachments to that state so strong as to refuse the 
offer to return to his native city. 

But we have numerous examples of the same 
kind, which apply to our own people, and which* if 
the doctrine referred to be admitted to be sound, 
fpvotves us likewise in the same necessity. The 
true state of the case is, there has been organized 
no system, from the beginning, commensurate to 
this great work. Now, it is true, light, breaking 
through the prejudices of the people, is beginning 
to make plain this important subject. It is gratify- 
ingto know that, the great body of the American 
people have their feelings enlisted on the side of 
our aborigines, and that associated bodies of dis- 
tinguished citizens,in different sections of our coun- 
try* are now engaged irt carrying in amongst this 
hitherto almost forgotten, and certainly, to a great 
extent, unprotected people, the arts and convenient 
cies of cultivated life, and along with these, by 
means of schools and the labors of enlightened, and 
generous, and pious agents, those nobler instruc- 
tions also which teach them to manage the concerns 
of this 1 fe with a wise reference to fu unty; and 
thus the clouds and darkness which rest upon that 
state, penetrated by the only light of which they 
sre susceptible, will cease to administer dread, and 
to appal and confound 1 hem. 

To these agents may be well and safely entrust- 
ed the task of influencing the Indians by the arrange- 
ment and application of the higher elements, the 
operation of which is implied in this great change. 
And I take pleasure in assuring the committee that 
the acquaintance which I have with the plans of 
those benevolent men, warrants me in saying that 
they embrace those objects. 

AH hopes of reform centre, as such hopes must 
always* in the rising generation. The adult Indian* 


with his habits so fastened upon him as to admit of 
no expectation that he will disengage himself from 
them, must be left to pass off, adhering to hi* 
forest propensities. But not so with the younglings 
of the forest. >They are no more refractory than 
are the children of civilized parents, and can there- 
fore be trained to a different destiny. The term of 
one generation will be sufficient, under suitable re* 
gulaM&ns, to change the complexion of the desart. 
But no hopes need be entertained if the system is 
not made perfect in all its parts. 

The remarks I have made 1 beg leave to add, are 
intended to apply to the Indians within our military 
posts. It would be an acted supererogation in me to 
propose any plan of a political sort, by which the In- 
dians without those posts might have secured to them 
the benefits of commercial advantages, upon the one 
hand, which should exclude a pernicious foreign in* 
fluence on the other. An abler view of this subject 
than 1 have the ability to present has already been 
offered to the congress. But the time will arrive when 
it will be in the power ofthe government (and when* 
ever it shall be so, justice and humanity will de-> 
mand its exercise) to reach out to those so remote 
tribes also the mantle of civilization, which it is 
gratifying to perceive it has begun to spread over 
those who happen to be nearer home. Till then, 
and as an incipient measure, it would certainly indi- 
cate a wise forecast were an American intercourse, 
properly systematized, opened with those romoto 
Indians, which should tend to weaken, and finally 
overcome existing influences, which, if they be per- 
mitted to operate, may one da> pro ve a source of 
much evil to our country* 

I have the honor, sir, to be, with great respect, 
your obedient servant, 

THO. L M’KENNEY, S, I* T, 


CONGRESS. 

nr TUB SBSATE. 

Jlpail 14. The senate, on motion of Mr. Dickerson* 
then proceeded to the consideration of the bill to 
provide for clothing the army of the Uuited Statea 
in domestic manufactures; which bill is as fol- 
lows: 

Be it enacted , Uc, That, from and after tlie pas- 
sing of this set, the secretary of war be, and be i*, 
hereby, authorised and required to cause the army 
of the United States to be clothed in articles of do- 
mestic manufacture, so far as the same can be pro* 
oured in the United States. 

The bill having been read, Mr* Williams, of Ten- 
nessee, for reasons which he submitted at large* 
moved to postpone it indefinitely. 

Debate followed— the bill was supported by 
Messrs. Dickerson , Burrill, Tumble, JltorriL, King , of 
N Y. and Jiuggles, and opposed by Messrs. Wit* 
Uams, of Ten. Smith and Macon, until half past 3 
o’clock— when the question was taken on Afr. ffif- 
Uants motion, and decided as follows: 

Yk as— Messrs Barbour, Brown, Elliott, Gaillard* 
Johnson, of Louisiana, King, of Alabama, Leake, 
Lloyd, Macon, Noble, Pleasants, Smith, Taylor, 
Walker, of Alabama, Walker, of Georgia, Williams, 
of Mississippi, Williams, of Tennessee — 1 7. 

Nats — Messrs. Bumll, Dana, Dickerson* Eaton, 
Edwards, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson of Kentucky, 
King, of New York, Lanman, Logan, Lowrie, Mor- 
ril, Otis, Palmer, Parrot, Roberts, Ruggles, ban*, 
ford, Thomas, Tichenor, Trimble* Van Dyke, Wil- 
son — 24. 

Mr. Van Dyke , to remove some of the objections 
which had been urged against the bill* and make it 
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more generally acceptable, moved to divest it in 
part of iu imperative character, by modifying the 
bill to read, “so far as the same can be procured 
at as reasonable prices as similar articles of foreign 
manufacture.” 

This amendment was opposed by Mr. Tnmble, 
and Mr. Dickerson / but, before the question was 
taken. 

The senate adjourned. 

April 15. After some time spent on the bill for 
the relief of sick and disabled seamen, it was post- 
polled until Monday. 

The senate took up the bill to authorise the legal 
representatives©! Elisha Winter and William Win- 
ter to institute a bill in equity in the nature of a 
petition of a right against the U. States. 

This is a claim of great magnitude, and has been 
before congress for many successive years. It is 
for no less than one million of acres of land in Ar- 
kansas, the title to which is derived under a Spa- 
nish grant. The legality of the title, to the extent 
claimed, turns on the construction of one or two 
words of the grant, which rendered into English, 
are *«one thousand arpens of land square,” upon 
Which a question arises, whether the grant intend 
od to convey a thousand square acres, or, as the 
claimants allege, a thousand acres square — which of 
course is the difference between one thousand and 
one million of acres. # 

Mr. Roberta made some objections to the bill — it 
claimed a territory almost equal to an empire. Mr. 
Hunter replied at considerable length—it appeared 
to the committee that the claim was a just one. Mr. 
JBrovm made some remarks on the practice of the 
.Spanish government to shew that the claim rested 
on reasonable grounds. Finally, the bill was post- 
poned until Monday. 

Several bills passed through different stages. 

The senate then resumed, in committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Walker , of Alabama, in the chair, the 
bill to provide for clothing the army in domestic 
pianufactures — Mr. Van Dyke?* motion to amend 
the bill being under consideration. 

To give place to an amendment which had been 
prepared by Mr. Barbour, which he was willing 
Should supersede his own, Mr. Van Dyke withdrew 
his amendment. 

Mr. Barbour then proposed to amend the bill, by 
fcddiog “on such terms and at such prices as will 
pot be injurious to the public interest;” thus leaving 
an option with the secretary of war, and depriving 
the bill of its imperative character. ' 

Mr. Barbour wished to deprive the bill of its im- 
perative character. Messrs. Johnson, of Ky. and 
Mr. Rugglet preferred the bill as it was. Mr. Lloyd 
regretted that Mr. Van Dyke had withdrawn his 
amendment, but thought the bill inexpedient. Mr. 
Trimble supported the bill in its original shape 
— but moved to postpone it to Monday. He was 
opposed* by Mr. Lorwrie, who wished it to pass 
promptly. The motion to postpone was 1 ost— 1 1 in 
ffcvor of it. Mr. Barbour withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

After other proceedings, 

Mr. Williams , of Tennessee, then moved to 
amend the bill, by adding thereto the following: 

« Provided , That no contract for, or purchase of, 
domestic goods for clothing the army, shall be 
made, at more than ten per cent, above the price 
of articles of the same kind and quality, imported 
ffom t foreign country.” 

Mr. Williams wished the extent of encourage- 
ment specified and moved anew section to the bill 
as follows-* 


“Beit farther enacted, That the sum of dol- 

lars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for 
clothing the army of the United States, in addition 
to the appropriations heretofore made. 

Mr. Dickerson disclaimed the idea of exorbitant 
protection. At length, Mr. Wilson moved to add to 
to the bill the following proviso: « Provided the 
same can be procured at the same prices as goods 
of the same kind and quality of foreign manufac- 
ture.” 

Mr* Loiorie moved to add to the proviso the 
words, “having due regard to the expense of tr&ns- 

C ortation;” which Mr. Wilson accepted as a part of 
is amendment. 

This amendment was accepted - 39 to 3. When— 
On motion of Mr. Dickerson,\he following section 
was added to the bill: 

Sec. 2. A*d be it further enacted , That it shall be 
the duty of the commissary general of purchases to 
transmit, annually, to ths secretary of war, with his 
returns of contracts for supplies of clothing the ar- 
my ofthe United Slat s, copies of all the proposal* 
made to him for furnishing such supplies 

The bill as amended, was then reported to . the 
senate. 

After debate, the amendments were all concur, 
red in, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. At half past 3 o’clock the senates 
went into the consideration of executive business; 
after which they adjourned. 

April 17. The bill further to provide for sick and 
disabled seamen, was, after discussion and some 
proposed amendments, again postponed. 

Mr. Barbour laid on the table a proposition so to 
amend the rules of the senate as, substantially, to 
give a priority to bills from the other house. 

the engrossed bill to provide for clothing llio 
army in domestic manufactures, was read the third 
time, passed, and sent to the house of representa- 
tives for concurrence. 

The senate took up the bill to grant to Ohio a 
pre-exemption right to a section of land in each 
county in the district called the New Purchase, in 
that state, for county buildings, &c. with the amend- 
ment reported to the bill by the land committee, 
which proposed to grant only a quarter sccti< n in 
each county for the purpose above mentioned. 

After considerable debate, and the failure of a 
motion to postpone the bill indefinitely, it was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

Several private bills were ordered to a third read* 
ing. 

The resolution from the other house, authorising 
the publication of a part of the secret jimrnal of 
the congress, under the old confederation, was 
also considered, and ordered to a third reading; 
and 

The senate adjourned. 

April 18. The hill grantingto the state of Ohio a 
certain pre-exemption right, was ordered to he En- 
grossed for a third reading — ayes 19, noes 13. 

The bill authorising the heirs of Elisha and Wil- 
liam Winter to institute a suit in equity, in the na- 
ture ofa petition ol right, against the U. States, was 
then taken up in committee of the whole, Mr. Hor- 
sey in the chair. 

Considerable debate followed— -at last, the hill 
being reported to the senate, it was ordered 4> be 
engrossed and read a third lime, by the following 
vote. 

Yr as — Messrs. Brown, Burrill, Dana, Eaton, F.d- 
wards, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, of Louisiana, 
Leake, Lowrie, Mellen, Noble, Otis, Parrot, Plea- 
sants, Sugglcs, Taylor, Thomas, Trimble, Williams, 
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of Mississippi, Williams of Tennessee, Wilson — 22. 

Nats — Messrs. Barbour, Dickerson, Elliott, Gail- 
)ard. King 1 , of Alabama, King 1 of New York, La n man, 
Logan, Macon, Morril, Palmer, Roberts, Sanford, 
Smith, Stokes, Tichenor, Van Dyke, Walker of 
Alabama, Walker, Georgia — 19. 

The other business transacted this day will ap- 
pear in course. 

KOrSF. OF HKPRKSKWTATIYXS. 

Friday, .April 14. Mr. fVendover presented a pe- 
tition of sundry citizens of New- York in favor of the 
duty of 10 per cent, on all sales at auction, except 
ehe riff’s sales. 1 

Mr. Smith, of Md. from the committee of ways and 
means, made a detailed report, accompanied by a 
bill, authorising the president of the United Mates 
to borrow two millions ofdollars, and far other pur- 
poses; which was twice read and committed. 

The speaker laid before the house a report of 
' contracts from the commissary-general of purchases 
fbr supplying the army with provisions, &c. ren- 
dered in pursuance of a resolution of the house. 

The speaker also laid before the house a letter 
from the post-master general, transmitting a list of 
unproductive post routes. 

Mr. Robertson laid before the house the articles 
of compact between the states of Kentucky and 
Tennessee,in relation to the boundary line between 
said states. 

The bill to establish a district court in the state 
of Alabama, was taken up, amended so as to reduce 
the salary of the judge from 2,000 to 1,500 dollars, 
mnd ordered to a third reading. 

The house resumed the consideration of the re- 
port of the committee of the whole, on the bill for 
the relief of certain surviving officers oftherevolu- 
fionary army. 

Whereupon, & debate of considerable interest 
arose, in which Messrs. Livermore, .Milton, of Va. 
Gross, of N. Y. Hemphill, Cushman , Mngs, and War- 
jieid advocated the bill, and Mr. Hardin and Mr. 
Southard opposed it. 

The question on concurring in the report of the 
committee of the whole, to strike out the first sec- 
tion of the bill, was then decided by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 

YRAS-Mcwr»- Ahhnt, A4»mt. AMcsMer An«fono»i, Arctic. M«f. 

BsrVwr. Bat man, B- *<•!!• r, Brown. BnfFiim. Burwelt, Bnt- 
Hr. N. H. Campbell, Cannon, Cobh, C.»ck<\ Craft*, Darlington, 
virfion. Deiinmn, Dr wilt. F.Uly. E 'wurdi, of Con. Edward*, N. C. 
Fkv. Fi«hr r, F* lr r. Fool. Gar**- tt. f»n»*«, Penn. Hall, N. Y Hall, 
orO. |. Hall, of V. C. Hardin, Hazard. H- rrick, Hibthman. H<4>nr*, 
Hnoft«, Hoatetter,J>»ne»,Va. Jot-e*. T-*nft. Kinilry. Linn, Lowuta, 
Micby, McCoy. McLean. Ren. MaJIary, M*rcha *d ( M~t*ch, M-tcalC 
11. Moore. Morton. Morray. Park r. Mum. Park- r. Va. Pattrr*m, 
f*h> ||h. Philaon. Pindall. Pitch- r, Plnmer, R*vrt. Rhea. Rich. Rich- 
ards, Richmond. Rum. Sampson. Sawyer. S-ttl •. Shaw, Simpkins, 
Slncomh. B. Smith, of Va. A. Smyth, of Va. S-idrh, N. C. Southard, 
Steven* Strone. Vt. T •rr.Terr-H, To npki it. Tiicki-r, V». Tucker, 
S. C Trl r. Walker, N. C. Wallace, Wendover, V.lUams, Va. Wil. 
Pams, N. C. Wo»rl— °4. 

NAYS— M **r*. All n. Mass. Atl-n, N Y. AWnn, Tenn. Archer, 
ST*. Baldwin Balt. Baylv. Bloomfield. Roden. Rrtnh. Bryan. Bor* 
ton. Bnthr, Lou. Csse, Clark, Cook. Cnsfrl, Crowell. Colhrrth, 
Colp pn-r, Cnshmao, Cnthhert. Dickinson. D iws**. Earle, Ecrin. 
Floyd. Pori Fotr *», Fuller, Gross, of N. Y Beck ley Hemphill, 
Hendricks Hi- stnr. Hill. Kendall. K nt, Kinsey, Little, Livermore, 
Lym in, McCreary, Mason, M te*, Mercer, S. Moore, Monell, Mose- 
ley, Neale. Nelson, of Mass. Nefto-i. Va. Mewon Pi nek nev. Ring- 
gold, RoVrts •»», Boa n, R-s*. Hry-ant, Sihby. Sloan, Smith, N. J. 
Smith. Mil. Stnirt. Str* t. Strong. N. Y. Tomlinson, Tracy, Van 
m*vtiel' *r. Warfi Id-70. 

So the first section was stricken out, and the bill 
of course re jected. 

Mr. Lii'crmoi* then moved to discharge the com- 
mittee of the whole from the further consideration 
of the bill which proposes to change the tariff of 
duties on goods imported, with a view to move for 
itii indefinite postponement. lie proceeded to as- 
sign reasons forltis motion. The bill, hesuid, had 


for its object essentially to change our revenue ays. 
tem, and to change it, in his opinion, for the worse. 
The time, too, for making this experiment was, he 
said, of all times the most unfortunate; at a moment 
when it is known that the treasury is drained to the 
very dregs — 

M r. Spenherhcrc arrested M r.Livermore’s speech, 
by declaring, that debate on the merits of the bill 
was not in order on tills motion, according to the 
rules of the house. 

Mr. Barbour , with a view to bring the question 
into a shape susceptible of debate, moved to amend 
vi r. Livermore’s motion, so as to add to it a provi- 
sion to postpone the bill indefinitely. 

This motion, and debate upon it, were also pro-, 
nounced irregular, for reasons which Mr. Speaker 
assigned. 

After some observations on the point of order, 
from Messrs. Barbour, Livermore, and Lovndes, 

The question on 'dr. Livermore' t motion was taken 
without debate on the merits of the bill, and decid- 
ed ns follows: 

YEAS— Mcttr*. Abbot, Alexander, Allen Ten. Anderson, Archer, 
M<1 Archer, Va. Ball, Barbour, Bayly, Bryan. Buffo m. Burton, 
Borwell, Dutt r, N H. Butler. Lon. Cannon, Cobb, Cock*, Crafts, 
Crawford. Crow II Culpepper. Cuth'*Tt, Darkfton., Earle, B twartfa 
or N. C. Fisher, Floyd, Garnett. Hall, N. C. Hardin, H<4rnca, Hooks, 
Jaanta.ofVa.K-nt, Liv >r n«*re, LowxIm, McCoy, McCreary, Merck, 
Ntale, Nelson, Mass. Nelson, Va. Overstreet. Parki-r. Va. Pinckney, 
Pin>mi, Rankin, Retd, Rhea Richards. Ringgold, Rol> rtaon, Set* 
tie, fitlshe-, Simpkins. Skcumh. B.Smitn, Va. A. Smyth, V®. Smith, 
N. C. Vwiaringm. T*-rri)l. Tucker, of Va Tucker, of S. c. TjU*, 
Walker, of N. C. Warfield, Whitman, Williams, of Va. WUliaoMu 
».f N. C.— 71. 

NAYS— M^wn. Adam* A Dei, of Maas. Allen, of N. Y. Baker, 
nalriwin, Bateman. Beecher, Blootnfi-ld, Onden. Brown, Brush, 
Campbi‘11 Case Clark. Cog|c, Culhr-th, Cushman. Darlington. Drir 
nisgn, Dewitt, Diekinrm Dowse, R-Wy. Edwards, of Con. Folg>*r, 
'Fo'-t, Ford. Fomst. Fuller, Gross, N Y. Gross, of Phi m. Havklry, 
Hall, of N. Y. Hall, D-|. Haaard, H iphill, Hendrick* Hrrrick, 
Hihshman. Hi* stnr. Hill, Hosh-ttcr, Jones, of Ten. fLiuhill. Kina-y, 
Kioshy. Linn. Little, Lyman, Maelay. McLanv, Del. Mcl*au. Ken. 
Mallary, Marehaod, Mason, Meigs, Met call; R. Moore, b. Moor* 
Mouell, Morton, Mo*eley, Murray, N- wton, Parki-r. Mass. Patter- 
son, Phripa, Philaon, Pitcher, Pfumer. Rich, Richmond. Rogers, 
Row. Ruts, Sampson, Sfewyey, Sergeant, Skaw, Sloan. Smith, of 
N. J. Smith, of Md. Southard, Stevens, Scorn, Street, Strong. If . Y, 
Tanr. Tomlinson, Tompkins. Tracy, Trimble, Van Renaaclaer, 
Wallaee, Wendoyer, Wood.r-06. 

So the house refused to discharge the committee 
of the whole from the consideration of the said bill. 
Whereupon, 

Mr. Storrs offered the following resolution and 
moved that it be committed to a committee of the 
whole, or ttye state of the union: 

“Resolved, That it is expedient to provide, by law, 
for the establishment of a system of internal reve- 
nue.” 

This resolve was referred, as moved, without dc? 

bale. 

Several bills were received from the senate, read 
twice and referred. 

The engrossed bill, for the relief of gen. James 
Wilkinson [appropriating3000 dollars, to indemnify 
him from a certain judgment obtained against him 
by gen. John Adair;, was read a third time, and 
passed, by a vote of 70 to 54, and was sent to the 
senate for concurrence. 

The bill for the relief of persons holding certain 
unlocated claims to laud, in the state or Illinois, wa9 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. [Pass- 
ed next day]. 

After other business, Mr. Sergeant moved that the 
house should resolve itself into a committee of tho 
whole on the bill to establish an uniform system of 
bankruptcy— negatived, 47 for, 56 against it. 

Saturday, Jlpril 15. Mr. Lincoln obtained leave 
of absence from the service of the house for the re- 
mainder of the session. 

On motion of Mr. A, Smyth, the secretary of war 
was directed tA prepare a statement of Jlje whqlf 
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dumber of militia in st-rvice during the late war with 
Great Britain; shewing the periods of their service, 
their pay, and from what states and territories 
drawn, to be laid before the house at the next ses- 
sion of congress. 

Mr. Meigt moved that the house do now proceed 
to consider the resolution submitted by him on the 
Ath February last, in relation to the abolition of 
slavery within the United States. 

Ana the question being taken thereon, it was de- 
termined in the negative. 

Mr. Cobb then moved that the house do now pro- 
ceed to cot aider the report of the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, on a resolution sub- 
mitted by him, proposing an amendment to the con- 
stitution of the United States in relation to appoint- 
ments to office. 

And the question being taken thereon, it passed 
in the affirmative— yeas 71, nays 69. 

The amendments reported to the said resolution 
by the committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, were then read and concurred in by the 
house, and the said amendment, as amended, is in 
the words following, to wit: 

“No senator or representative in the congress of 
the United States shall, during the time for which 
he was elected, or within one year thereafter, be 
appointed to any civil office under the authority of 
tlie United States/* 

On the question to order the resolution to a third 
reading, a debate arose, which occupied about two 
hours. The gentlemen who engaged in the debate 
were, Messrs. Pindall , Bntth, Neale, Cobb , Robert* 
So/i, Sergeant, and Quthman. 

The question being taken, by yeas and nays, on 
agreeing to the proposed amendment to the consti* 
tu»io.., was ecidrd as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Abbot. Adarot, Alexandre. AHm, Matt. Alto. 
K. Y. A»t-n, Trtin. Arctu*. of V*. B ker % Ball, Barbour, BayJy, 
IV di*t, B jd«>n, Burw-ll, Butler, N. II Butl r, «f Loo. Can now, 
Cobh. <*ockr. Craft*. Crawford. CrowrH, Culprwn, RarV, Ed- 
aaidi, N C. Fay. Plnid.Oariivtt, Croat, N. «. Hsli, N. Y. Ilnll, 
N. C tVndricka. W* anrk, Hcx ka. J«uh *, Y*. Jon**. Ten. 

X«‘«4aU,Krui,L(tk Mareltami M< igs. M<rcer, Metcalf, Mnorll, 
Morton. Mnrr»L Ovmtrrrt. Fltrlja, Riu*l«II.I*lumer. Ron!, 

Xihk. Kuu. Sawyer. Sloan. Slocum b, B. Smith. Ta. Storra, Strong, 
•f Y». *+w«riiigen, T*rr. Terrill, Trary. I’rimblc. Tucker. -S. C. 
TyLr, Van tbaarfarr, Whitman. Williams, of Va Williams, uf 
Si. C.-T». 

NAYS—M* ana. Archer, of Mil. Baldwin. Bateman. Bloomfield, 
Brown. Brink. Bryan, Buffum Cnmpbtdl. Cast', Olaggrtt, Clark, 
Cook. Cutbrah. Caadhman, Cuthivrt, Oariiarten, Davidson, D»*n- 
ftivon. O. wilt, Dnwa.-,Eddy.Edwarda,Cnun. Enrin. Fisher, F -IgrT, 
Foot. Ford FuB r. Gnat, Pa H.<ckVy. Hall, D* I. Hardin, Hazard, 
Hibshman. Holm-*. Ho*t« ttcr. Kinsey, Kindly, Linn, Li-ernmrr, 
Lowndes, Lvman. Maclay, McCoy. McCreary. McLsne. of Del 
McL*mn. of ken. MaUsry, Mitsn't, L Moure, S. Moor»\ Moseley, 
Yrbon, bf Mass. N-lson, Wa. W wton. Fsrk-r, Mass. Ptrk t, V». 
Fsttwsn, Phitson. Pitritrr. Babkin, RV a. Rick, Richards, Rich- 
Wouft. Ringgold. Ro'enson, Rngrr*. Sampson, Scargraat, Settle, 
Shaw, SflvVc, Simpkins# Smith, of N. J. Smith, X. C. Southard, 
S»<wc«m, Street. Strong of N. Y. Taylor, Tomlinson, Tompkins# 
Wallace, Wrndover, Wood-87. 

A good deal of other business was transacted, 
which shall be noticed in its progress. 

Mr. Lo-m mice submitted the following resolve#* 

Retobed, That the committee of manufactures be 
instructed to report to this house such evidence, or 
estimates, as it may be in their power to present, 
shewing the several rates of wages given, and the 
expenses of all kinds incurred, in the different 
Jb ranches of manufactures, which, in their opinion, 
require additional encouragement, with the prices 
of their product, so as to exhibit the profit, which, 
at the present price of suhsistence, materials and la- 
bor, and the present value of land, buildings and 
machinery, may be obtained in such manufacture, 
skill oily and economically conducted. 

The said resolution was read and ordered to lie 
tin the table; and 

The house adjourned- 


Monday, April 1 7. Mr. Tracy presented a peti- 
tion of sundry merchants of Roc u ester, in the coun- 
ty of Genessee, m the state of New York, praying 
that the bill now pending before this hodse, supple- 
mentary to an act "concerning navigation,” may 
not be passed into a law. 

Sundry reports w« re received, 8tc. and other bu- 
siness transacted of no present interest. 

On motion ot Mr. Lovmdet, the house proceeded 
to consider the resolution submitted by. him, on 
Saturday, calling on the committee of manufactures 
i to report certain information respecting the state of 
; manufactures in the United States. 

A debate arose — Messrs. Lowndes, Tyler, Bar- 
bour and Culpepper in the affirmative , and Meisr*. 
Baldwin, Sergeant, Fuller, Gross, of N. Y.and Lit- 
tle in the negative. 

Those who supported the motion argued, that en- 
couragement was demanded for our manufacturers 
| by increased duties, on the ground that they were 
| now oppressed and ruined; that it was necessary to 
have these facts to know how far these allegations 
were true or otherwise — to know whether tliedis- 
I tress complained of was in fact real or suppositious* 

On the other hand, it was argued, that the revi- 
sion of the tariff had been proposed by the commit- 
tee of manufactures from considerations of national 
policy, and from a minute investigation of details* 
that the information asked was not such as a com- 
mittee of this house ought to be required to give, 
and which each member could as well procure foe 
himself as a committee for him; and that the 
adoption of the resolve would serve the purpose 
of delay, &c. 

The question being taken, by yeas and nays, on 
agreeing to the resolve, there were 

For the resolution 72 

Against it 90 

So the resolve was rejected. 

The engrossed bill ‘‘relative to the Arkansas ter- 
ritory/* the engrossed bill to annex certain public 
lands in the territory of Michigan, to the district 
of Detroit; like engrossed resolution givingthe con- 
sent of congress to a compact detween the two 
states of Kentucky and Tennessee for the settle- 
ment of their boundary-, were severely read a third 
time and passed. 

AAer debate, the bill for the relief of the officers 
and volunteers engaged in the Seminole war, was 
laid on the table — ayes 70, noes 63. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
the whole, Mr. Tomlin tun in the chair, on the bill 
extending the time for the redemption of lands sold 
to pay tlie direct tax in certain cases. 

Mr. Sergeant moved an amendment to provide 
how deeds shall be made to purchasers of lands 
sold for the payment of the direct tax, where there 
is no collector uow to do it— agreed to. 

No other debate or proceeding took place on 
this bill. To the same committee of the whole waa 
referred two or three other bills; among them, 
the bill from the senate, making further provition 
for the tale of ptiblic lands , (for changing the system 
from a credit to cash payments.) 

. Messrs. Anderson, Brush and Fuller supported 
and Messrs. Jones, Crowell and Ilrown opposed 
the bill. The committee rose without a decision, 
and the house adjourned. 

Tuetduy, Jipril 18. The commmittee on public 
expenditures, to whom were referred the resolu- 
tion of December last to enquire and report the 
amount of the several items which are charged upon 
the contingent fund, and whether. In their opinion, 
the expenditures m%y net in future bedimimahed!. 
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consistently with the public interest and the accom- 
modation of the two houses of congress, made a 
long and detailed report, concluding as follows. 

« After the most diligent investigation which your 
committee have been enabled to make, their enqui- 
ries lr< ve resulted in not being enabled to detect 
any abuses, if any have existed, or do exist; nor 
have they been able to discover how, or in what 
manner, the expenditures upon the contingent 
fund of this house can be diminished, consistently 
with the public interest, or its comfortablo accom- 
modation. 

On motion of Mr. William * , of North Carolina* it 
was 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to lay before this house the proceedings of the court 
martial on the trial of William King, colonel of the 
4th regiment of U. S. infantry. 

The house took up the bill to confirm the title of 
the Mochiccan* or Stockb ridge Indians, to certain 
lands lying on White river, Indiana* upon which 
much discussion arose, and the question being lost 
on ordering the bill to be engrossed, it was reject- 
ed. 

The engrossed bill extending the time allowed 
for the redemption of land sold for direct taxes and 
purchased on behalf of the United States, was read 
the third time, passed, and sent to the senate for 
concurrence. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Tomlinson in the chair, on the bill, 
from the senate, reducing the price of the public 
lands and establishing cash payments therefor. 

Mr. Robertson took the floor, and advocated the 
bill in a speech of about an hour in length; when, 
on motion cf Mr. Clay, the committee rose and ob- 
tained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

And the house ad journed. 

Brief notice o f the prooeedings of Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

In the senate — Wednesday. Considerable time 
was spent on the bill further to extend the judicial 
system of the United States. After which it was 
postponed until Saturday. 

The senate receded from their disagreement 
with the house, in respect to the bill to establish 
a district court in Alabama. 

The bill to authorise the building of a number of 
small vessels of war, was, after amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Thursday . We have not any particulars of this 
day’s proceedings, exeept a notice of the passage 
of the bill respecting certain small vessels of war. 

House of representatives. Wednesday , April 19,— 
Mr. Sergeant reported a bill to authorise the peo- 
ple of the District of Columbia to hold a conven- 
tion, to determine whether it will be for their bene- 
fit to have the rights of self-government extended to 
them, &c. 

Mr. Jones, of Va, submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the secretary' of the treasury be 
requested to communicate to this house, his opinion 
respecting the probable effects which will be pro- 
duced upon the revenue, should the bill to regulate 
the duties on imports, and for other purposes, now 
pending before this house, be enacted into a law. 

This motion and the prooeedings on it gave rise 
to considerable debate. 

After much discussion and some warmth of de- 
bate, the resolution was laid upon the table— ayes 
71, noes, 67. 

In the further debate which took place on the 
land bill, the main object (to reduce the price 


of the public lands from the present price to one. 
dollar and twenty five cents per acre, and to abolish 
credits thereon) was supported and opposed by 
the following gentlemen: 

Affirmative, Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Hardin, 
Sloan Storrs. 

Negative , Messrs. Clay, Brown, Butler, of Lou. 
Cook, Hendricks, Jonen, of Tenn, McLepn, of Ken. 

Some other gentlemen incidentally engagedin 
the discussion on amendments, fee. 

After the bill had been reported by the commit- 
tee of the whole, a variety of propositions were 
offered to amend it. 

Hut every proposed amendment was rejected* 
and the hill oidered to a third reading to-morrow. 

Thursday i April 20. After a variety of business, 
not necessary to detail just now— 

Mr. Baldwin gave notice that he should, on to- 
morrow, move to postpone all the other orders of 
the day, in order to take up the bill for altering the 
tariff of duties on imports. 

The bill from the senate, for changing the mode 
of disposing of the public lands, was then read ft 
third time, and on the question, "shall the bill pass?* 
The vote was as follows: 

For the passage of the hill 133 

Against it 23 

So the bill was passed* and returned to the se<* 
nate, requiring only the signature of the president 
to make it law. 

The bill to provide for clothing the militia when 
called into the service of the United States; the bill 
to establish an dntform mode of discipline and field 
exercise for the militia of the United States; and 
the bill from the senate, “to provide for clothing 
the army of the United States in domestic manu- 
factures,” passed thro* a committee of the whole* 
Mr. Foot in the chair, and were reported to the 
house. 

The last bill being taken up in the house — 

Unsuccessful motions were made to lay it on the 
table and postpone it to the first day of May. 

Among other motions to amend the bill was one 
by Mr. Holmes , to strike out the proviso, that the 
domestic goods Can be procured at the name price* 
as goods of the same kind and quality of foreign 
manufacture. 

This motion gave rise to considerable debate* 
and was at length decided by yeas and' Says, 85 to 
73, and was therefore agreed to. 

An amendment was agreed to providing that not 
more than five per cent, should be paid on goods 
purchased for the army over the cost of such arti- 
cles, if imported from a foreign country — 82 to 78. 

The amendments were then ordered to be en- 
grossed, and, with the biK, to be read 1 a third time 
to-morrow. 

The remainder of the day was occupied on the 
bills for the establishment of new land offices ift 
Alabama, Illinois, fcc. 


Important Toht. 

from The Detroit gazette, of xaxch £ 

We are informed that the secretary of war has in- 
structed governor Cass, to proceed upon an ex- 
ploring tour tetbe northwestern extremity of lake 
Superior, and thence to the heads of the Mississip- 
pi, and, by the way of Prairie da Chien and Green 
Bay, to Lake Michigan. 

No part of the United States is less known than 
the country upon this route. We depend, for ouv 
information respecting it, almost wholly upon 1 
reports of Indian traders. It is certainly time tbit 
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the importunt geographical and political questions 
connected with it were satisfactorily solved. It 
has long been known that large masses of virgin 
copper are to be found on one of the streams which 
empty into lake Superior on its southern shore. 
Those require to be fully examined, and the coun- 
try should be purchased from the Indians for the 
benefit of the United States. Its minerulogical trea- 
sures could then be used for important national ob- 
jects. 

We are glad to see that Mr. Calhoun pursues, 
with zeal and ability, the necessary measures for 
obtaining a correct knowledge of the remote sec- 
tions of our Country. He has probably carried into 
the war department the same opinions which dis 
tinguished him in congress, upon questions of in- 
ternal improvement. With the practical views of 
an enlightened statesman, he appears anxious to 
have our immense unsettled frontiers explored, for 
purposes of general information, as well as for the ac- 
complishment of objectemore immediately connect- 
ed with his department* An ignorance of the geo- 
graphy of their own country .ought not to be the 
reproach of Americans. 

We understand that the gentlemen attached to 
this expedition, will leave here soon after the open- 
ing of the navigation, in birch canoes. 'This mode 
of conveyance is not only the most economical, hut 
it is also best adapted to the country, and will ena- 
ble the tourists to explore, in their passage to lake 
Superior, the American shore of lake Huron, which 
»«* perhaps, not better known than that of the 
former. 

We are not yet informed who will accompany go- 
vernor Cass in his contemplated tour, but if he lias 
the privilege of choosing his assistants we shall, 
from a knowledge of his ability and enterprise, be 
sanguine in the expectation of seeing results from 
this expedition, both of a scientific and political na- 
ture, equal to, if not surpassing even those that 
will be produced by the one to the Yellow Stone. 


CHRONICLE. 

Bh'lon and ffnll were brought before the Balti- 
more county court on Monday last, charged With the 
murder of John Heaps, the driver of the mail car- 
riage, at the time it was recently robbed near this 
city. They plead guilty. Sentence of death, on 
%his account, was passed upon them on Wednes- 
day. So it is not probable that they will be tried 
in the U. S. court for robbing the mail. 

The theaue , at Washington city, was destroyed 
by fire on Wednesday morning last. Some expe- 
riments on gas had been made therein the proceed- 
ing evening. No other damage was done. Some 
suppose this to have been the wark of an' incen- 
diary, but others believe it to have been acciden- 
tal. 

Capt. TV B . Finch is to be second in command of 
the Columbus 74, in the place of capt. Elton, who 
declines the service on account of ill health. 

Premotion Lieut. C. W. Morgan has been ap- 
pointed a master commandant in the navy of the 
V. 8tates. 

The time*, A wharf and certain valuable store- 
houses, in Alexandria, Col. which originally cost 
17.000 dollars, were recently sold at auction, for 
1,250. 

Bank of Kentucky . The Lexington Reporter of 
April 5, says— The notes of the bank of Kentucky and 
its branches art no-tv received in all payments , at the 
+$ce of discount and deposits of the bank qf the United 
Stott*. 


Anonymous letters . The son of a most respecta- 
ble gentleman of Philadelphia, has been detected 
m the act of sending anonymous letters to citizens 
ottliat place, aivd been held to bail in the sum 
of ten thousand dollars. 

Fhaf and dumb . We have an interesting re*» 

E ort from the managers of the institution for the re*. 

ef of the deaf and dumb in New York, The pre- 
sent amount of pupils is 56. In several instances, 
the causes of deafness appear to be removing, and 
some begin to speak; and the condition of all is 
ameliorating. We trust that this humane establish- 
ment will long exist an honor to the state, like 
that in Connecticut. 

British combination. It appears to us now to be a 
well established fact, that rich and extensive asso- 
ciations have been formed in Groat Britain, and 
large sums of money subscribed, for the purpose of 
putting down American manufactures. The aaso« 

I ciation appears to have agreed to sacrifice the sum 
of 300,000/. sterling (1,3 >2,000 dollars) in the ex- 
periment, to inundate our country with goods and 
dispose of them on any terms which may best have 
eftect upon our establishments; believing that 
when these are once destroyed, they may hold the 
market at their own prices. 

The names of some of the conspirators are given 
— among them are earl Grosvenor, lord Folfctone, 
Mr. Brougham, Sir Robert Poele, and many great 
manufacturing houses. 

Baltimore inspections — for the quarter ending 
March 31 1820.-151,408 1-2 bbls. wheat flour; 
1379 do. rye do.; 1263 do. corn do; 1706 do. pork; 
1567 do. beef; 12107 casks domestic liquors; 408 
large do. 1756 kegs of butter; 2527do. lard. See* 
&c. 

JWw York. The legislature of this state closed a 
long session on Friday night, last week. The con- 
troversy about Mr, Tompkins' accounts remains as 
it was at the beginning of the session— the two 
houses having disagreed. Mr. Spencer, (speaker) 
reocived a vote of thanks, 67 to 30, for the able, iml 
partial and dignified manner in which he had dis- 
charged the duties of the office. 

North Carolina . An elegant bridge has been 
built over Cape Fear river, near Fayetteville N. Q. 
It was opened to the public with great ceremony, 

I The central body is 400 feet long, and its height 
above the bed of the river 80 feet — its whole length 
1100 feet. It is called the “Clarendon bridge." 

Savannah. A design appears to have been form- 
ed to have fired the remains of this city in four 
places at the same time! Certain persons are ar- 
rested, charged with the horrible intent. 

New Orleans begins to abound with produce— the 
steam boats are arriving with immense cargoes of 
cotton, flour, 3cc. Same of these have descended 
1700 miles in eight days! 

DoxEstic IN DrsTRT. From the N. Y. Commercial 
Advertiser of April 4. — We have tills day seen a 
superb sword, made at the factory of Mr. Starr, in 
Middletown, Con. in obedience to a vote of con- 
gress. The actual cost of this sword is one thou~ 
sand dollars , and it is believed, that a more superb 
article of this kind was never seen in this or any 
other country. We shall endeavor to give a brief 
description of it. 

On one side of the hilt are the armstof the Unit- 
ed States — on the other, the following inscription 
—“Voted by the congress of the United States, to 
col. Richard .M. Johnson, in testimony of the sense 
of his gallantry in the battle of the Thames, in Up. 
per Canada, October 5th* 1813*" The head of 
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the hilt is an eagle, bearing an open wreath in itsj whose valor was equal to the occasion, and who 
mouth— The head of the guard is a bust of Ceres, would have done honor to any leader Their worth 
The thumb pieces on each side form a spread eagle, supplied my deficiency; audit will ever give me 
holding in his talons an emblem of agriculture, pleasure to regard this, arf a token of their merit. 
The bow of the guard represents a wreath of Unworthy as I am of this distinction, I derive great 
branches, descriptive of the Union of the states, consolation from the elevated character of the illua- 
The blade is of the sabre kind, of the best maieri- trious body under whose resolution you act, which 
als, and 9 o well tempered as to resist any impres- is much increased by a recollection of the revolt*- 
sion that has been attempted to be made upon it. tionary services, and the exalted reputation of the 
The scabbard is richly gilded; the ornaments, individual designated to carry it into effect, 
which are of solid gold, reflect great credit on the Adjutant H Inspector gen's. office , Feb. 7 1820. 

ingenuity of the artist. Extract ok o am liial obihsrs.— -“Ac a general 

The case that contains the sword, is of that kind court martial, begun aw! hotden at Montpelier, itr 
of Wood called bird's eye maple, and is of superior Alabama, on the 23d of November last, of which 
beauty and workmanship. lieut. col. William Lindsay, of the corps of artillery, 

Xj-Mr. Starr, the manufacturer of this sword, on was president, and S. L). Hays, esq. judge advocate, 
his journey to Washington, politely afforded the was tried colonel Win, King, of the fourth regiment 
editor of the Register an opportunity of examining of infantry. 

it. We are not judges of things of this sort, but it “The court sentence the prisoner, col. William 
would appear to us that its workmanship cannot be King, of the 4th regiment of United States infantry, 
excelled. The hilt, as above described, is of gold, to be suspended from all rank, pay and emblements, 
and the blade is supposed to equal the f*mous ma> for the space of five years, from the date of the m- 
nufactures of Damascus. Mr. Starr says it cannot tification of this sentence. 

be broken— that it has been severely struck against “The president of the United States approves the 

fifty other swords, without making the least impre9- proceedings of the general court martial in the case 
sjon on its edge. The workmanship, in all its parts, of col. Win. King, of the 4ilt infantry, and directs 
was executed by native Americans. that. the sentence of suspending him from all rank,- 

F 1*0711 the Naional Intelligencer of the 19/A in*l . pay and emoluments, for five years, be consequently 

The sword voted to col. Rich Ana M. Johxsor, carried into effect.” By order, 
by a resolution of congress, in testimony of their D. PARKER, A<(jt. and imp. gen. 

high sense of his gallantry and good conduct, in Adjutant and inspector gen* s. office , April? % 1820; 
the decisive battle on the Thames, in Upper Cana- Gkmkral order.— Congress having limitted the 
da, during the late war with Great Britain, was pre- appropriations, for this year, to twenty one thousatul 
seated to that gentleman yesterday by the presi- dollar #, on account of bounties and premiums, all 
«lent of the United States. The heads of depart- minor recruiting parties will be withdrawn, and 
ments, and many members of both houses of con- the recruits, together with the clothing and other 
gress attended to witness an honor not less distin- public property, will be forthwith reipoved to their 
guished than it is deserved. On presenting to col. respective regiments and corps. 

Johnson this mark of his country's approbation, the Recruiting will in future be carried on only at 
president addressed him as follows: the head quarters of regiments, corps, and at posts. 

Sir — l now perform an office which is very gra- except at the following places, viz; One recruiting 1 
tifying to my feelings. In the late war, our conn- station, or rendezvous, at Baltimore, to consist oT 
try was assailed on every side; on the whole Atlun- one officer of the corps of artillery, south division, 
tic coast, and inland frontiers; and in many quarters, and one officer of the fourth infantry. One ren- 
attlie same time. Honored by yourfellow citizens, dezvous at Philadelphia, to consist of one officer of 
you then held a station in the public councils, which the corps of artillery, south division, and one of- 
afforded you an opportunity to render services, ficerofthe first, one of the seventh, and one of the 
with which a patriotism, less ardent, would have eighth infantry. One rendezvous at New York, to 
been satisfied. But you repaired to the field, at consist of one officer qf the corps of artillery, south 
the head of a regiment of volunteers, and met the [division, and one officer of the second, one of the 
enemy, atone of the points, where he was most for- third, and one of the fifth infantry. One rendez- 
midable. At the head of that corps, and well sup- vous at Boston, to consist of one officer of light ar- 
ported by it, you fought with heroic gallantry, and tillery, and two officers of the corps of artillery, 
essentially contributed to the victory which was ob- north division. One rendezvous at Pittsburg, tfr 
tained. Your country is grateful for these services, consist of one officer of the sixth infantry; and one 
and in compliance with a resolution of congress, rendezvous at St.Louis, to consist of one officer of the 
I present to you this sword, as a testimonial of its rifle regiment. By the regulations, recruiting is 
r higli regard. to be carried on under the orders of the Comman- 

To which col. Johnson replied: dants of divisions and departments; and this order 

Mr. President *— W ith sentiments of unfeigned is sent to officers now superintending that service, 
gratitude to this national legislature, for the testi- that they may make the necessary arrangements t® 
monial of their approbation, and to you, sir, for the carry into effect the further orders of thecom- 
cordiality with which it is presented, I accept the manding generals. Nqne but the best young men 
donation, as the richest reward of a soldier's merit will be received as recruits. All the recruiting 
— but not without a deep sense of the slender claim regulations will be strictly enforced, and the 
which I have to such distinguished honor. Con- duplicate enlistments, returns, and reports, re- 
scions of the forbearance of our country under a quired for this office, will in no instance be dis- 
•ontinued repetition of injuries, it became my duty, pensed with. 

when the last resort of nations was adopted, to con- No furlough will be given to any paymaster for 
tribute, with our fellow citizens, my personal ser. more than ten days, except with the approbation of 
vices, in vindicating our common rights; and it was the paymaster general. By order, 
my good fortune to be placed at the bead of a corps, D. PARKER, adj. and Lisp , general 
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.$«ii make himse If heard understandingly by all the 
members, even if all are disposed to lend him their 
strictest attention — ergo , nineteen out of twenty 
speak to a dozen or two persons nearest to them— 

to the splendid columns and mighty dome, for 

the newspapers. Use should never be given up to 
shew; yet shew may be useful in giving aproper di- 
rection to mind, on public national concerns. But 
edifices, such as those destroyed in France, and 
which 1 wish converted into bams in America, built 
by men who have snatched “from the mouth of la- 
bor the bread it earned” and waded through blood 
to gather gold — or given themselves up to shame- 
less speculation and deception, can serve no other 
purpose than to inflame the honest heart and pro- 
voke the curses of every honest inan— if suffered 
to ,rcmain in abominable splendor. Let them pe- 
rish or be appropriated to the meanest, but not the 
most useless, of purposes. Let the hog have a wal- 
lowing place where the more filthy biped would have 
revelled on his unhallowed gains — fanned by the 
groans of the aged, drunken with widow’s tears and 
gluttoning on the flesh of men! 

Revolution iir spujr. The late radical change 
in the government of Spain, is among the roost ex- 
traordinary. things of these extraordinary times — 
this age of revolutions. The famous return of Na- 
poleon from Elba, is its only parallel. It is a great 
triumph of humanity — a powerful evidence of the 
march of mind — a glorious atchievement of man — 
an excellent lesson to tyrants. We see that when 
principle sides with power, when truth nerves the 
arm of a people, how easily the most cunningly de- 
vised systems of despotism may be dushed to pieces, 
though supported by the strongest religious and 
political prejudices — the terror of death here, and 
the anathemas of “the church” for the hereafter. 
Glory to the Giver of all good gifts, for thin emanci- 
pation of Spain!— May her children profit by it, 
and render their country the land of virtue and in- 
telligence, instead of suffering it to be the home 
of civil and religion* ignorance and crime! As a ci- 
tizen of the world, 1 rejoice at the progress of 
knowledge every where and anywhere; but am es- 
pccially glad when 1 behold an infringement upon 
those fabulous rules of right which teach men, that 
other men, like themselves* are invested by the 
common Creator, by birth or circumstance, with 
privileges to command in this, and even to regu- 
late the affairs of the world of spirits, as knaves 
assume the power to do, wherever royalty and a 
national religion exists. 

Napoleon with less than 500 men, invaded France, 
though the reigning family apparently commanded 
a fourth of a million of highly disciplined and well 
supplied troops-*— but the mind of the nation, its 
tnotal force , was with him— its power rallied round 
Ids standard, and be mounted the throne without 
shedding one drop of blood: so also, and from like 
caHses, men even unknown to fame in Spain, with 
a force in arms insignificant when compared with 
the force of the nation, the influence of royalty and 
the extensive power of the priesthood, by forming 
a centre point, disjoined and destroyed the despo- 
tism of this benighted land, almost without striking 
a blow! In neither of these cases have we an evi- 
dence of general concert; both of those revolutions 
were effected by the majesty of public opinion. 
France seems nearly ready again to exert its 
strength; and we trust that England, pinioned as 
she is by her army and navy, public creditors and 
MgpUndid paupers,” her monarchy and church rs- 
tablishment, will one day bring it forth to chase 


away those institutions and such as are supported 
by them, which fetter the freedom of the will and 
bind down the persons of the many to severest ser- 
vitude, that the few may riot in dissipation and 
luxury. 

We have many items of intelligence fromSpairr, 
but much is yet wanting to enable us to give a con- 
nected history of the events that have taken place. 
Sufficient is it at this time to say, that the revolu- 
tion appears to be complete, and that the dungeon* 
of the inquisition have given up their living-dead: 
Qtdroga , and hisbrave compatriots, deserve immor- 
tal honor for the moderation and firmness with 
which they have effected the emancipation of their 
country. 

Our Indians. We publish another interesting 
paper oil Indian affairs — the report of a committee 
of the senate, concluding with a resolution tliat it 
is inexpedient to abolish the present system of In- 
dian trade, as established by law\ We rejoice at 
this manifestation of a disposition to preserve the 
barrier which Jefferson contrived, with a view to 
their progress in civilization and the arts. Profit* 
gate persons, influenced by that spirit of trade, 
which could ‘‘enter into contract with the enemy of 
souls to supply his dominions with fuel,” are con- 
tinually ou the alert to break down the restraints 
which humanity ha9 imposed, to ameliorate the 
condition of the sons of the forest and afford them 
a settled habitation and home. The business of 
agriculture is hostile to the views of these men, a* 
is every thing else that tends to the comfortable 
subsistence of the Indians — They w ould have them 
to rely on the chase, to obtain skins, and keep them 
in the most abject want and depravity, to compel 
them to dispose of their spoils at reduced prices— 
especially in exchange for ardent liquors, which 
the natives are unhappily too fond of. To obtain 
one more puck of skins, these traders would wish 
that the Indians should forever remain savages — 
and they would sell whiskey to them, even if it 
were demonstrated, that every keg introduced was 
the direct cause of the murder of a dozen of them. 
What are the poor Indians to these? In their esti- 
mation, the original possessors of the soil ought to 
have no resting place upon it, exeept as hunter* 
and drunkard*. 

Several of the tribes have made considerable 
progress in civilization— they no longer depend 
upon tli£ chase, and engage in it rather from Ha- 
bit, or for amusement, than as affording them the 
means of subsistence. They have com, cattle and 
hogs rnru e than sufficient for their wants; and, at 
Waupakannetta and oiher places, are fbrnilhed 
with mills, through the exertions of benevolent 
individuals. In sundry instances, they have advanc- 
ed as fast towards an introduction into the family 
of the republic, as could have been expected, — and 
may be considered as in that state of society in 
which a few simple laws, as well for their own go* 
vernmentas to protect them from the wonton vio- 
lence of their neighbors, are most necessary to 
a people. These will naturally be extended a* 
property becomes fix^d, and physical foTce is ren- 
dered subject to a moral power. Duly authorized 
agents only, should have intercourse with them in 
their present stage of improvement, as well to de* 
fend them from imposition as to present them with 
proper models, and practically shew them the bene* 
fits of civilization and religion. Just now% they may 
be said to be without any government, ^uch a* 
are surrounded by or in the vicinity of white peo* 
pi*, net come under restraint — but it should be 
voluntarily and gradually introduced. 
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It is desired by those who have thought much oni 
the condition of the Indians, and who are best ac- 
quainted with their wishes and wants, and we be- 
lieve it is also the wish of the president, and espe- 
cially of the secretary of war, whose benevolence 
towards this people is honorable to his character, 
that a general law should be passed by congress, 
investing the executive with power to form a sim- 
ple code of municipal regulations which, if approv- 
ed of by ( the Indians themselves should be enforced, 
to protect them from themselves and others — and 
, advance them in works of agriculture and the arts, 
together with a knowledge of our language and 
that which is derived from books: — indeed, there 
are now a number of schools among them that are 
pretty well attended by their children, whose de- 
portment is orderly and improvement great. There 
does not appear to be any rational objection to this 
scheme of humanity — no possible injury can grow 
out of it to the white people, and it must be bene- 
ficial to the Indians. It is essential to their happi- 
ness — nay, to the preservation of their lives that 
xfre should interfere in their behalf. 

We trust then, that some humane and enlighten- 
ed member of congress will introduce a bill for the 
purposes stated. It is believed, that if it was care- 
fully drawn up, on the information of experienced 
gentlemen, that it would easily pass, though the 
session is nearly at a close-and even if it is thought 
too late to mature a general law at this session (au- 
thorising the executive to devise and enforce a 
simple code of rules for the government of the In- 
dians, if freely accepted by them) — this at least 
might be done — a resolution passed, calling upon 
the secretary at war to report at the next session, a 
system of regulations such as his knowledge of the 
condition of the Indian nations, should make it ap- 
pear to him would he advantageous to them and to 
us — and to preserve us from the odium of posterity, 
by having it said, that we made no considerable ef- 
fort to prevent the annihilation of the original pos- 
sessors of our country, but suffered them to be- 
come a p**ey to our own civilized vices and crimes. 

We shall not neglect this subject — for we are 
deeply interested in the incorporation of this peo- 
ple into our own improved society, and, if disposed 
to boast of our bloody would rather imitate the fol- 
ly of Mr. Randolph, claiming descent from Poca- 
huntas, then trace our line through a Welch family 
& few years s/derthan the creation of the world! — 
compared with which the most “illustrious” are but 
as of yesterday! 


Napoleon Bonaparte. 

The following, from a London paper of the 28th 
December, shews that the British continue to com- 
pliment Napoleon, as being the greatest man that 
has lived in modern Europe: 

"St. Helena . A letter from a naval officer on the 
St. Helena station, dated the 2d September, states, 
that at that time the island was perfectly healthy. 
The writer says that Bonaparte, who was in good 
health, sometimes rides out; but seems extremely 
desirous to shun observation, aft, upon the sight of 
any one, he instantly returns home. Madame Mon- 
tholon had quitted the island, and it was thought 
Bonaparte would ultimately be left alone. The re- 
strictions are unrelaxed, and escape is considered 
impossible; every avenue being guarded, the 
heights crowned with guns, and numbers of boats are 
patrolingthe whole extent of the Ice side of the is- 
land all night. One ship cruises to windward, to 
board all vessels approaching tne island* *nd an/>* 


ther to leeward to pick up any boats that might ven- 
ture to leave the island. The Tecs frigate was sta- 
tioned off Lemon Valley, about a. mile and a 
half from James town, to watch that pass, and to 
overhaul all the fishing boats, which were not per- 
mitted to go out without being first examined. No 
vessel was allowed to anchor after sunset or before 
sunrise. No persons can land without the govern- 
or’s permission; which being obtained, they arc re- 
quired to sign their names, with their ranks, &c. 
in a register kept for that purpose. All packages 
must be delivered to an officer appointed to re- 
ceive them, and no letters sent but through the 
medium of the post-office.” . 

Besides the vessels mentioned, a 74 gun ship is 
always lying oft* St. Helena, and other ships are 
cruising in the adjoining seas, at the expense of 
more than 500,000/. sterling, or 2,220,000 dollars 
per annum, ^to keep a solitary individual imprison- 
ed on a rock, in the midst of the ocean! What a 
compliment to his genius, nay, also to his virtue >/ 
What could lie do of himself? But it is known 
that he is the beloved of Franoe- the people 
point to his canals and roads and other public 
works -his establishment of schools, and the foun- 
dations on which he raised the domestic industry 
to its exceeding productiveness — they are nlsu still 
governed by his code of laws, the best that French- 
men ever knew; and, feeling the benefit of all these, 
millions of secret petitions are every day offered 
up for his return to his country. A recollection of 
the waste of his wars is swallowed up in the renown 
of the nation, and private griefs arc healed— but his 
peaceful labors remain; and every where in France 
there is some great thing concerning which the peo- 
ple may proudly say, “behold the work of Napo- 
leon,” as they say at Trieste o f what he did for that 
city. 

The following is given as the price of provisions 
at St. Helena — turki cs, 30s. each; geese, 40s. fowls, 
18s. per couple, and those very bad; potatoes, 16s. 
per. bushel; butter 5s. per lb. cheese, 3s. 

We have the proceedings of a court martial held 
on board the Conqueror, by command of admiral 
Plampin, for the trial of Mr. Stokoe, a surgeon ia 
the navy, who had been appointed to visit “general 
Bonaparte” for the purpose of affording medical 
assistance. Mr. Stukoe’s whole sin appears to 
have consisted in this— that he behaved like a gen- 
tlemun to the prisoner, without compromitting his 
allegiance to his sovereign. He had been dismissed 
from the service; but, an if ashamed of the affected 
necessity of converting a physician into a pimp and 
spy, the government has allowed him half pay for 
life. 


Indian Affairs. 

In senate of the If. States^ A pril 5, 1 820. 

Mr. I*eake 9 from the committee on Indian affairs', 
who were instructed to enquire into \he expedi- 
ency of providing for the abolition of the system 
of Indian trade, established by a law of the 2d of 
March, 1811, which has been continued in force 
until the 3d of March, 1821, and for the disposi- 
tion of the goods and property of the United 
States; and for the payment of the proceeds 
thereof, and of the funds vested in this trade, into 
the treasury, made the following uxfort: — 
That, from the year 1775, to August, 1786, our 
Indian relations were regulated by the agencies of 
commissioners, who executed, tinder the direction 
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of the congress, such arrangements as were, from 
time to time, deemed best by that body to be adopt- 
ed; and pursued such a course of policy as was 
thought best calculated to promote the peace of the 
frontiers, and the welfare of the Indians. The In- 
dians, under the first system, were divided into 
three departments; the northern, middle and south- 
ern. Five commissioners were appointed for the 
southern department, and two for the middle and 
northern. 

Among the first arrangements which your com- 
mittee find to have been adopted, were those which 
embraced a system of trade with the Indians, and 
the privilege of prosecuting it was confined to 
those who should first provide for a license from 
one or more of the commissioners of each respec- 
tive department; and no person was permitted to 
trade, except at such posts or places as the commis 
sioners for each department should respectively ap- 
point. On the 29th of April, 1776, it was resolved 
by the congress, that no traders ought to go into 
^the Indian country, without license from the agent 
in the department, and that care be taken by him 
to prevent exorbitant prices for goods being ex 
acted from the Indians. Measures were adopt- 
ed, also, in the same year, though on a limited 
scale, for the introduction, amongst some of the 
tribes, of civilization and Christianity; and the act 
of those earlier times are characterized with kind- 
ness, and a solicitude for the welfare of the Indians. 

On the 7th of August, 1786, the congress passed 
an ordinance fori he regulation of Indian affairs, 
when the Indian department was divided into two 
districts; the northern and southern. To each of 
' which was attached a superintendent. It was made 
the duty of these two superintendents, to attend to 
. the execution of such regulations as the congress 
should, from time to time, adopt; to correspond 
with each other, and with the secretary of war, in 
all matters relating to these trusts. 

Under this ordination, none but citizens of the 
United States were suffered to reside among the 
Indian nations, or were allowed to trade with any 
nation oflndians within the territory of the United 
States. No person, Citizen or other, under the pe- 
nalty of 500dol1ars, was permitted to reside among, 
or trade with, any Indian or Indian nation, within the 
territory ef the United States, without a license for 
' tiiat purpose first obtained from the superintendent 
of the district, or one of his deputies. No person 
could entitle himself to a license who should not 
first produce a certificate from the supreme execu- 
tive of one of the states, under the seal of *he state, 
certifying to the applicant’s good moral character, 
and that ne was suitably qualified and provided for 
the employment of a trader, for which license he 
was to pay to the superintendent, for the use of the 
United States, 50 dollars. The term of license w;<s- 
not to exceed one year. No person obtained^ li- 
cense under this ordinance without first giving 
bond in three thousand dollars, for his adherence 
to, anil observance of, such rules and regulations 
for the government of the trade, as the congress 
might, from time to time, adopt. 

It would appear that, notwithstanding all this 
precaution the systems were not suited to the hu 
mane designs ofthe government The plan of hold- 
ing intercourse witluhe Indian tribes, by the agen- 
cy of private traders, notwithstanding the regula- 
tions with which it was attempted to control them, 
was unsuited to the promotion of those relations, 
which it was, and is yet, so desirable to sustain with 
the aborigines of our country; a people, over whose 
welfare the government should feel itself particu- 


larly bound to exercise the most liberal and parent 
like agency. Hence, in 1796, an act was passed, 
under which the existing system of the United 
States* trade and intercourse was organized, and 
an appropriation of one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars was made to carry it into effect. This sys- 
tem provides for the supplying the Indians with 
all necessary and useful articles, at such rates as 
shall preserve the capital from diminution. This 
act also provides an additional sum of eight thou- 
sand d*> liars, annually, for the payment of agents 
and clerks, denominated factors, and assistant fac- 
tors, &c. In 1806, a superintendent of Indian trade, 
was authorised to be appointed, and the capital in- 
creased to g2 60,000, and the sum of £13,000 was 
annually appropriated for the payment ofthe su- 
perintendent, factors, Stc. In the year 1811, the 
capital was increased to £300,000, and £19,250 
was annually appropriatea for the payment of the 
superintendent, factors, &c. 

From a report made by the superintendent of In- 
dian trade, to the committee on Indian affairs, in 
the house of representatives, on the 7th of January 
last, it appears, that, of the £300,000 appropriated 
in the year 1811, not more than 290,000 have been 
drawn from ihe treasury, from which it is proper 
to deduct 10,000 on account of debts contracted by 
the Indians, in their intercourse with the factory 
then at fort Wilkinson; and which was secured to 
the United States by the treaty of fort Wilkinson, 
but has not as yet been paid over to the office of 
superintendent; also, £43,369 61 for property des- 
troyed by the enemy during the late war. This 
would reduce the capital actually employed in the 
Indian trade, to 236,360' 39; the gain appears to be 
the difference between this amount and 308,855 45, 
which is 72,225 ' 6. 

The several acts now iii force require that the 
factors and assistant factors shall engage in their 
duties upon fixed salaries, and be debarred from 
the prosecution of any trade, directly or indirect- 
ly, except on the public account, undfer bond and 
security, and an oath of office. They also require 
that semi-annual returns be made of all the trans- 
actions of each factory respectively, to the secreta- 
ry of the treasury, and duplicate accounts to be 
rendered quarte r yearly, one copy to be sent to the 
superintendent of Indian trade. 

It appears, therefore, that this system is as little 
liable to abuse, as any system could be, which it 
conducted by public agents, and carried on upon 
the public account; and notwithstanding the losses 
occasioned by the enemy, in the late war, and the 
great embarrassment under which this trade has 
labored, occasioned by the opposing influence of 
a great many unprincipled private tinders, it has 
still sustained itself; unless it be proper to tax the 
trade with the annual disbursements made out of 
the specific annual appropriations for the pay of 
the superintendent and agentsattachedto the fac- 
tory system. Your committee do not conceive it 
was intended to be so, for whether the factory sys- 
tem be abolished, or not, agents must still be em- 
ployed, and paid, in order to keep up a friendly 
intercourse with the Indians, and to carry into ef- 
fect that policy which the United States have so 
long since adopted for the benevolent purpose of 
civilizing the Indians, and relieving their wants, 
and rendering their condition more comfortable, 
by directing their attention to agriculture and do- 
mestic manufactures. 

Notwithstanding the situation of the Indians upon 
our borders, has been greatly ameliorated by the 
present system, yet, owing to the imperfection of 


Digitized by 


Google 



NILES 5 REGISTER— APRIL 29, 1820 - EMIGRATION. 


157 


the mode of granting licenses to private traders, 
Hie beneficial effects of the system have not been 
«o extensive as they might have been, had the 
mode of granting those licenses been better regu- 
lated; with a view to this end, your committee pre- 
pared and presented a bill for the better regula- 
tion of the private intercourse with the Indians; 
which bill has passed the senate, and is now be- 
fore the house of representatives. Should this bill 
eventually become a law, it is believed that the 
trade with the Indians will be placed on a footing 
better calculated to promote the benevolent inten- 
tions of the government towards the Indians, than 
any other system which is likely to be effected: 
inasmuch, as it will be in the power of the presi- 
dent of the United States to confine the licenses 
to those only who can procuro recommendations 
from sources entitled to the highest credit, of their 
good moral conduct, of their suitable qualifications, 
and of their ability to carry on a trade calculated 
to supply the wants of the Indians, and render their 
situation more comfortable. And the power to 
revoke the license of such traders as shall not con- 
form to the regulations prescribed by the president, 
gives to the government such an entire control 
over the trade carried on by private traders, as to 
make it subservient to the view's of the government, 
in promoting harmony and tranquility among the 
the Indians, and gradually improving them in the 
arts of civilization, and at the same time preventing 
collissions between the traders themselves, as well 
as between them arid the factories of the United 
States: and, above all, to prevent the introduction 
of ardent spirits among the Indians. 

The evils resulting from selling or giving whis- 
key to the Indians are incalculable; a reference to 
the documents contained in a report which your 
committee recently mqde to the senate, on the 
subject of Indian affairs, furnishes abundant evi- 
dence of this lamentable fact. 

Adopting the experience of the past, relpng on 
the beneficial effects which, it is believed, will 
arise from the contemplated law, just alluded to, 
and judging from, tl^e -nature of the factory system, 
your committee are of opinion, that it ought not 
now to be abandoned. It was commenced., and 
has been continued, from motives both of prudence 
and humanity, and, though it may not have fully 
realized the expectations of its friends, it has, no 
doubt, produced beneficial effects. If wars have 
not been entirely prevented by it, they probably, 
without it, would have beep more frequent, and if 
the Indians have made but little advances in civili- 
zation, they probably, without it would have made 
less. If greater effects have not resulted it is to be 
attributed, not to a want of dependence on the part 
of the Indians on commercial supplies, but to de- 
fects in our system of intercourse with them. 
Scarcely any attempts have been made, till lately, 
to exclude foreigners, and the granting of licenses 
Jias not been subject to those checks which are ne- 
cessary to give to it the most salutary effects. 

Your committee, therefore, beg leave to recom- 
mend the following resolution: 

Reaolved, That it is inexpedient to abpljgb the 
present system of Indian trade as it is now estab- 
lished by law. 


Emigration to the U. States. 

FROM TUB XATIOXAL 1NTKLLIORNCKU. 

The letter, of which the following is a copy, ap- 
pears to have been published in a German transla- 
tion at Augsburg; w hence, by a re- translation, it 


has appeared in some of the English Gazettes, and 
from them been extracted into some of the newspa- 
pers in this country. In its dpuble transformation it 
has suffered variations not supposed to be intention- 
al»nor perhaps important, but which render tho pub- 
lication of it proper, as it was written. It has 
been incorrectly stated to be an answer in the 
name of the American government. It was indeed 
written by the secretary of state, as it purports, in 
answer to an application from an individual and re- 
spectable foreigner, who had previously been em- 
ployed by the baron de Gagern, to collect informa- 
tion concerning the German emigrants to the Unit- 
ed States, and to endeavor to obtain encourage- 
ments and favors to them from this government. 
Upon that mission he had been particularly recom- 
mended to Mr. Adams, to whom a printed copy of 
his report to the baron de Gageru had afterwards 
been transmitted. There are several allusions to 
the report, in this letter, which was an answer to 
one from Mr. Furstenwaertber, intimating a dispo- 
sition to become himself an American citizen; but 
suggesting th^t he had offers of advantageous em- 
ployment in his native count y, and enquiring whe- 
ther, in the event of his settling here, he could ex- 
pect any official situation in the department of state, 
or any other under the government. 

DbFaRTMBXT OF 8TATE, 

W u*hingtan f 4 / h June , 1819. 

Sir — I had the honor of receiving your letter of 
the 22d April, enclosing one* from your kinsman 
the baron de Gagern and a copy of your printed 
report; which 1 hope and have no doubt will be use- 
ful to those of your countrymen in Germany, who 
may have entertained erroneous ideas, with re- 
gard to the results of emigration from Europe to 
this country. 

It was explicitly stated to you, and your report 
has taken just notice of the statement, that the go- 
vernment of the United States has never adopted 
any measure to encourage or invite emigrants from 
any part of Europe. Jt has never held out any incite- 
ments to induce the subjects of any other sove- 
reign to abandon their own country, to become in- 
habitants of this. From motives of humanity it has 
occasionally furnished facilities 'to emigrants who, 
having arrived here with views of forming settle- 
ments, have specially needed such assistance to cur- 
ry them into effect. Neither the general govern- 
ment of the union, nor those of the individual states, 
are ignorant or unobservant of the additional 
strength and wealth, which accrues to the nation, by 
the accession of a mass of healthy, industrious, and 
frugal laborers, nor are they in any manner insen- 
sible to tbe great benefits which this country lias 
derived, and continues to derive, from the influx of 
such adoptive '.children from Germany. Rut there 
is one principle which pervades all the institutions 
of this, country, and which must always operate as 
an obstacle to the granting of favors to new com- 
ers. This is a land, n»t of privilege * , but of equal 
right * — Privileges are granted by European sove- 
reigns to particular classes of individuals, for pur- 
poses of general policy; but the general impression 
here is that privilege* granted to one denomination 
of people, can very seldom be discriminated from 
erosions of the rights of others. Emigrants from 
Germany, therefore, or from elsewhere, coming 
here, are not to expect favors from the govern- 
ments. They are to expect, if they choose to be- 
come citizens, equal rights with those of the na- 
tives of the country. They are to expect, if affluent, 
to possess the means of tracing their property pro- 
ductive. w*th ...oderuiiur, ao<t ukh safcltr~jf indi- 
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gent, but industrious, honest, and frugal, the means 
of obtaining easy and comfortable subsistence for 
themsv.lve9 and tneir families. They come to a life 
of independence, button life of labor — and, if they 
cannot accommodate themselves to the character, 
moral, political, and physical, of this country, with 
all its compensating balances of good and evil, the 
Atlantic is always open to them to return to the 
land of their nativity and their lathers. To one 
thing they must make up their minds, or, they will 
be disappointed in every expectation of happiness 
as Americans. They must cast off the European 
skin, never to resume it. T hey must look forward 
to their posterity rather than backward to their an. 
cestors*,- they must be sure that whatever their 
own feelings may be, those of their children will 
cling to the prejudices of this country, and will 
partake of that proud spirit, not unmingled with 
disdain, which you have observed is remarkable in 
the general character of this people, and as pc r- 
liaps belonging peculiarly to those of German de- 
- scent, born m this country. That feeling of supe- 
riority over other nAtions which you have noticed, 
and w hich has been so offensive to other strangers, 
who nave visited these shores, arises from the co*- 
Sciousncss of every individual that, as a member of 
society, 110 man in the country is above him; and, 
exulting in this sentiment, ho looks down upon 
those nations where the mass of the people feel 
themselves the inferiors of privileged classes, and 
w here men arc high or low, according to the ac- 
cidents of their birth. But hence it is that no go- 
vernment in the world possesses so few means of 
bestowing favors, as the governments ©f the Unit- 
ed States. he governments are the servants of 
the people, and are so considered by the people, 
who place and displace them at their pleasure. 
They ai c chosen to manage for short periods the 
common concerns, and when they cease to give sa- 
tisfaction, they cease to be employed. If the pow- 
ers however of the' government to do good are re- 
stricted, those of doing harm are still m. re limited. 
The dependence, in affairs <?f government, is the 
reverse of the practice in Europe, instead of the 
people depending upon their rulers, the rulers, as 
such, are always dependent upon the good will of 
the people. 

We understand perfectly, that of the multitude 
offoriegners who yeurly flock to our shores, to 
take up here their abode, none come from affec- 
tion or regard to a land to which they are total 
strangers, and with the very language of which 
these of them who are Germans are generally un- 
acquainted. We know that they pome with views, 
not to our benefit but to their own- not to pro- 
mote our welfare, but to better their own condi- 
tion. We expect therefore very few, if any, trans- 
planted countrymen from classes of people who en- 
joy happiness, ease, or even comfort, in their na- 
tive climes. The happy and contented remain at 
borne, and it requires an impulse, at least as keen 
as that of urgent want, to drive a man from the 
soil of his nativity and (lie land of his fathers* se- 
pulchres. Of the very few emigrants of more for- 
tun ate classes, who ever make the attempt of set- 
tling in this country, a principal proportion sicken 
at the strangeness of our manners, and after a re- 
sidence, more or less protracted, return to the 
countries whence they came. 'I ltere are, doubtless, 
exceptions, and among the most opulent and the 
most distinguished of our citizens, we are happy 
to number individuals who might have enjoyed or 
acquired wealth and consideration, without resort* 
to a new country and another hemisphere. We 


should take great satisfaction in finding you includ- 
ed in this number, if it should suit your own inch- 
nations, and the prospects of your future life, upon 
your calculations of your own interest. I regret 
that it is not in my power to add the inducement 
which you might perceive in the situation of an offi- 
cer under the government. All the places in the 
department to which I belong, allowed by the laws, 
are filled, nor is there a prospect of an eurly va- 
cancy in any of them- Whenever such vacancies 
occur, the applications from natives of the coun- 
try to fill them, are far more numerous than the 
o llices, and the recommendations in behalf of the 
candidates so strong and so earnest, that it would 
seldom be possible, if it would ever be just, to give 
a preference over them to foreigners. Although, 
therefore, it would give me sincere pleasure to con- 
sider you as one of our future and permanent fel- 
low citizens, I should uot do either an act of kind- 
ness or of justice to you, in dissuading you from th$ 
offers of employment and of honorable services, to 
which you are called in your native countrt. With 
the sincerest wish that you may find them equal 
and superior to every expectation of advantage 
that you have formed, or ©an indulge, in looking 
to them, 

1 have the honor to be, sir, your very obedient 
and humble servant, 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
M\ Momit de Furstemoaerther , Philadelphia . 


Foreign Articles. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

The king has pretty nearly recovered his healthy 
Mr. Hobhonee has been liberated in consequence of 
the prorogation of parliament. The “conspirators** 
have been tried, and Thistlewood and 6 or 7 others 
found guilty of high treason; But many persons 
doubt w!) ether they were really guilty of that crime, 
though perhaps engaged in some unlawful purpose. 
There is much bustle in preparing for the election 
of a new parliament, and the contest will be very 
warm in many places. The counties of Galway, 
Mayo and Roscommon, in Ireland, are still disturb- 
ed by the ribbon men — there have been some bat- 
tlesbetween them and the troops— several of them 
have been taken and condemned to death, and 200 
were to be tried, accused of sedition, murder and 
robbery. 

The new throne in the house of peers, preparing 
for the opening of the new parliament, will be un* 
commonly splendid; two hundred persons are now* 
employed in executing the embroidery. 

“A man of rank,** a brother of a nobleman, baa 
been arrested for forging bills to the amount of 
1 8,000/. Gambling transactions are supposed to 
have led him to this proceeding. 

The Exeter theatre has been destroyed hv fire — 
supposed to have been caused by tbe wadding of 
some muskets discharged, which lodged among 
the scenery. 

A London paper of March 9, says— Letters from 
Scotland announce that serious troubles had takenf 
place in the county of Ross, on socount of the 
expulsion of some farmers from tiie domains of Cole- 
rain. Letters from Edinburg of the 6tb, confirm 
this news and add, the seditious persons, who are 
about a thousand in number, had been joined by 
the disbanded military, and have been divided into 
four parts, who act in concert by certain signals and 
by the sound of the hunter's bom. 

The Liverpool Mercury of the 18th of Feb. say* 
“the earl of Thanet bred a sheep, which was slaughv 
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tered at Maidstone about a week ago, when it 
weighed 13 stone 1 lb. and aftet being dressed 
*nd the bone9 picked clean, they only weighed 
.5 lbs. 1 oz. 

mures. 

A letter from Prance, dated the 7th of Feb. says 
—“The city of fteuaes, with a population of 40,000, 
has Just refused to government to receive the sta- 
tue of gen. Martini, which it wished to have placed 
in one of its public squares. They will not pardon 
his having fought against his countrymen. The 
Brittons are yet a high minded people.” 

A very aettitiou* spirit appears to be prevalent at 
Marseilles. The public authorities were exceed- 
ingly alarmed by placards which were stuck up at 
public places— 800 men, besides the regular pa- 
troles, were always under arms passing through 
the city. 

The chamber of peers had been so much alarmed 
by certain indications in Paris, as to demand a mi- 
litary guard, and by a 9trange fatality, unwarned by 
the fate of the Swiss guards in 1792, a regiment of 
8wiss guards were assigned for the protection of 
the chamber of peers*,— whether the comparison 
will be carried throughout is yet to be ascertained. 

The professors of the Atheneum at Paris, deli- 
vered their lectures to a very numerous and bril- 
liant assembly, on the 3d of March, Mr. Vienna! 
deplored in five verses the misfortunes of the Par- 
gemotes. The most lively applause interrupted 
him, while he depicted the hideous policy uf Eng- 
land, which shackles the commerce of the people, 
while it defends that of the negroes, and strlis a tree 
city to pay its rotten boroughs. The sublime re- 
signation of the inhabitants of Parga, their respect 
for the remains of their ancestors, their love for 
the soil of their country, in fine, their departure, ami 
their grief are nobly related by M. Viennal. These 
verses have merited the suffrages which they have 
received. 

The Paris editor adds — “We seize this opportu- 
nity to retal to the friends of independence and of 
humanity, that a subscription has been opened in 
fkvor of the Pargouioies, who are suffering in the 
different countries of Europe. It will be glorious 
for France to repair the injustice of the English go- 
vernment, and to restore a country to the inhabi- 
tants of Parga. 

The following law has passed the two houses of 
tlje French legislature, by small majorities — 
{Translated for the Franklin Gazette.] 

Art. 1. Every individual who, by speeches, wri- 
tings or threats, or by any act whatever, shall have 
made himself liable to be charged,* (inculpated) 
with an attempt, plot or proposition of a plot, 
against the king’s life or person, or against the 
life or person of the members of the royal family, 
may be arrested and detained on the notification of 
ft warrant of the council of ministers, signed by 
three ministers at least, and of which a copy shall 
be left with him. 

Art. 2. Every person so arrested shall be imme- 
diately carried to the house of arrest, [gaol] of the 
tribunal of the district where he resides, or of that 
where the facts took place, which gave rise to 
liis inculpation. 

The gaoloror keeper shall, within 24 hours after 
receiving the prisoner, give a copy of the warrant 

•In the text of the taw as proposed by the king, 
the word made use of was prevenn [charged or ac- 
cused], The house of deputies substituted to it 
the word inculpated, ( inctdpe ) which is not less am- 
biguous lhau the former. 


of arrestation to the king’s attorney, who on his part 
shall be bound to transmit it to the attorney gene^ 
ral of the royal court,* to which that of Ins dis- 
trict is subordinate. 

t his magistrate (the king’s attorney) shall be 
bound, within a fortnight after receiving that war- 
rant, to examine by himself, or one of his deputies, 
the party under arrest, as well on such tacts us may 
be within his own personal knowledge, us on the 
documents which the minister shall transmit to 
him. 

He shalLcommit the examination to writing and 
shull receive from the party examined, all m.ino- 
rials, statements, demands or requests in writing, 
and all other documents that he may offer, f and 
transmit the whole within twenty four hours to the 
minister of justice, who shall report them to the 
council ftf ministers. 

Art. 3. The said report, as well as the decisiqq 
of the council (of ministers), either to send the 
party accused to be tried by the competent judges, 
or to set him at liberty, giving him a statement in 
writing of the causes of his arrestation, shall take 
place within three months at farthest, after the 
transmission of the* documents to tiie minister of 
justice by the attorney general as abovementiontd. 

Art 4. The ministry shall be bound to lay be; 
fore the two houses of the legislature, at their next 
session, a list or statement of ail the pt rsons ar- 
rested by their order; and to add thereto a report 
of what shall have been done in execution of the 
present law, which shall cease, pleue jure, to be in 
force during the next session. 

It was understood, say the editors of the Gazette, 
that the law for establishing licenses of newspa- 
pers and periodical journals, and that for altering 
the mode of elections to the legislature, would like- 
wise pass br the same majority, t lie objeet of the 
last law is to make the legislature of France a quin- 
quenial, some say a septennial parliament. JJy the 
charter, the house of deputies is removed by one 
fifth every year. 

1 he periodical paper called the -Wnerva, edited 
by the celebrated writers Benjamin Contant ant^ 
M Joney , author of the elegant classical works, the 
Hermit of the Cbausee d’Antin, and various drama-* 
tic pieces of highly liberal character, and some 
other distinguished literary men, the editors, take 
leave of the public, declaring that their labors can 
no longer be of service to thfir country, and that 
they must commit the future prosperity of Fiance 
to that Providence which, under all her vicissitudes, 
had raised her above the conspirations of external* 
and the perfidy of internal enemies. 

A revolution contra to the Bourbons u*as expect- 
ed to be the inevitable result of these transactions. 
The British government was believed to be at the 
bottom of these events; or, in other words, the holy ‘ 
alliance have resolved to prostrate the freedom of 
the press, and declared that while the press w*ac 
free, thrones must be insecure. 

Chamurr of Dkpvtikr. Extract from the debates 
— Pari a, March 14, 1820. 

Mr. La Fayette. “It is now thirty three years 

•The royal courts arc superior courts and have an 
attorney general; the inferior courts have only ft 
king’s attorney. 

fBut no counsel or attorney U to be allowed to 
him. A motion to allow him counsel was made in 
the house of deputies and rejected. A rnotfon to 
icrmit his wife or nearest friends to have access 
lim, even on condition of sharing his confinement 
to the end, met with, the same fate. 
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since, m the assembly of notables, I first called for 
the abolition of Lettres de Cachet ; 1 vote to-day 
against the re-e?taidishment of them.’' 

Minister of foreign affairs . “I ask for arbitrary 
power; it is fora great purpose, and from a striking 
necessity that it is asked. To call for the suspen- 
sion of liberty is a testimony of respect for that li- 
berty. The prevailing opinions and maxims, are 
the accomplices of the assassin Louvel.” 

General Foy rushes to the tribune. “Do you 
believe, gentlemen, that if France had not been 
tiuder the yoke of foreign bayonets, we, French- 
men, could have endured that a handful of misera- 
ble wretches, whom we saw prostrate in the dust 
for 30 years” — (general rising on the right — the mi- 
nisterial quarter of the chamber.) 

Mr. Cor day exclaimed to the orator, “You are an 
insolent fellow” (movement of indignation in the 
assembly.) 

The president called the member to order — Ge- 
neral Foy continued. “Yes, gentlemen, this party 
has prevailed only by means of a foreign power.— 
Such excesses as they have committed could only 
have taken place with the aid and protection of fo- 
reign bayonets.” 

M r. Benjamin Constant, addressing the ministers, 
“Gentlemen, you are going to wrest from us our 
personal liberty: you are about to stifle the free- 
dom of the press: you are about to exclude from 
this hall, by privileged elections, the defenders of 
the people. We might say to you, what some cap- 
tives said to Tiberingt ‘Those who address you, are 
on the point of death. Let us speak freely.'” 

Mr, Manuel. “The ministers present to us their 
present law of imprisonment, as one which we 
ought to adopt with blind confidence. But are we 
to give our confidence to ministers belongingto a 
party, thirsting for vengeance: a faction which 
they themselves have denounced heretofore as the 
enemies of liberty.” (Deep murmurs to the right. 
Many members start up and gesticulate violently.) 
Jlfr. Castle- Bujac rushed to the tribune and ex- 
claimed furiously, ‘'let order prevail. Mr. Manuel 
has been making personal attacks upon a great part 
of this assembly — Let the dignity of this assembly 
be maintained” (Cries continue to issiie from the 
right. The tumult is at its height. The president 
(speaker) rings his bell, and proclaims that Mr. \ 
Manuel is entitled to explain ) 

Mr Manuel—" I repeat that the party in question 
wishes that which is contrary to liberty — (several 
voices from the right) we are, theft, enemies to li- 
berty— yes, yes, (from the left— confusion and tu- 
mult recommence) Mr. Manuel proceeds — “I re- 
tract nothing — 1 repeat that the party is hostile' to 
liberty.” (Bravoes from the left, indignant cries 
from the right,) Mr. Castle Bajac rushes forward 
—the president requests him to retire, &c. &c. 

Mr. Benjamin Constant — “1 ask whether minis- 
ters will have the right of keeping those, whom 
they arrest, in secret confinement. This question 
is important, because the citizen may emerge from 
this dreadful state entirely deprived of his reason. 
We have had a signal example of this. A general, 
who had * rendered the greatest services to his 
country and might still render them, left his prison 
insane, after being three months secretly immured, 
And is still in that condition. Moreover, will minis- 
ters be obliged to bring to trial, at the end of three 
months, those whom they will have arrested? The 
expectutioirof such trial would diminish the num- 
ber of arrests; then they might not amount to more 
than five, six, or ten thousand.” (Murmurs in the 
Centre.) , . . ... 

1 / 


Mr. de Courcelles from his place. “They went as 
far as sixty thousand in 1815.” 

Mr. Demarc ay. “Let the ministers see to what 
such maxims as their* s lead. Cast a glance beyond 
the Pyrenees: madmen! you wish to bring us to' 
that condition from whieh the Spaniards are now 
endeavoring to extricate themselves. Your inten- 
tions are confessed; your counsels would be those 
which will probably destroy Ferdinand VII.” 

Mr. Fuymourin. “The law of imprisonment is es- 
sential for the preservation of the dynasty. The 
plots of the teutii of August brought about the sub- 
version of the throne and the death of LoUis XVI. 
If this unfortunate monarch had been able to em- 
ploy a preventive law, our annals would not be 
stained with his blood. We are in the same cir- 
cumstances as in 1792. An open conspiracy was 
then carried on against Louis XVI; as at present 
against Louis XVIII. There is a conspiracy against 
all the thrones of Europe, and* it is at Paris that its 
governing committee is established.” 

General Subastiani. “If I believed, gentlemen, 
that arbitrary government would preserve the 
reigning d\ nasty from real dangers, I would not 
hesitate to vote for it But I entertain a very dif- 
ferent opinion. 1 have resided in a country, (Tur- 
key) where arbitrary rule is in all its beauty— in all 
its pleuitude. There newspapers do not pervert 
the public mind; justice is Summary; the march of 
the government is not impeded by constitutional 
clogs; and, nevertheless, I have seen in the course 
of two years, eleven ministers perish by popular 
convulsion, and what is still more serious, two sove- 
reigns.” t Lively sensation in the assembly ) 

Mr. Courvoisier. “We are told by ministers of 
a conspiracy. They speak of a flagrant conspiracy 
against the dynasty of the Bourbons. Gentlemen, 
if* such a conspiracy exists, it must be confined to a 
small number of factious desperadoes. 1 do not 
deny that the fall of the lust government has left 
mach unsatisfied ambition, and that some persons 
cherish guilty hopes of its re-establishment: but 
these hopes are not those of the nation The fears 
that are suggested are altogether chimerical. How 
can we believe that this nation will adopt projects 
looking to the return of Bonaparte Do you be- 
lieve that Frenchmen have forgotten, that under 
his dominion no citizen was master of his own per- 
son, of his property, or of his children; and that our 
blood was every day squandered by ambition. What 
France has really to dread is the return of 1815.” 
(cries from the right of ah! ah!) A member, “We 
were expecting that.” Another member , “France 
dreads the 20th of March.” 

Mr. Courvoisier again. “If France could dread 
an other 20th of March, it would be because it is 
attempted to revive the causes of the crisis.*' 

The Bourbons. Without reference to the branches 
of the Bourbons Which reign in Spain and the Two 
Sicilies , there are three branches of them in France , 
viz: that of the reigning family — that of Orleans , and 
that of Bourbon Conde y and of these branches there 
are now living the following heirs, apparent or pre- 


sumptive, of the crown: 

1. Louis 18th, the king Aged 65 

2. Monsieur the king's brother 63 

3. Duke d'Aiigouleme, brother of the 

murdered duke of Bern 45 

4. Duke of Orleans 47 

5 Duke de Chartres 10 

6. Duke de Namours 6 

7. Prince of Conde ’ -64 


The duchess of Berri is, also, in a situation which 
may produce another heir to the llirone. 
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HBTUEBLAHDS. 

Hague, Feb . 15. At the present sitting of the 
two houses of the states general* the ministers of 
finance declared that the national debt of the king- 
dom amounted to (1,180,000,000) one thousand one 
hundred and eighty millions of guilders, which debt 
would be liquidated by regular payments, in eighty 
four year t, 

OERMAITT. 

It is expected that there will be a great emigra- 
tion from Germany to the United States, in the 
present year, and of persons in easy circumstances. 

Several more newspapers have been suppressed, 
••as dangerous to the peace of Germany.” 

The emperor of Austria is encouraging several 
measures to do away the distinction which exist be- 
tween the Jews and the rest of his subjects. 

The news of the abolition of feudal servitude in 
the states of the £rand duke of Schwerin, have 
caused universal joy at Frankfort, and even in 
Prussia and Germany, where the accounts have 
reached. 

The minister of war of the kingdom of Wurtem- 
berg, has presented to the chamber, a Droject of a 
law for raising 4,500 conscripts , oat of the class of 
young men born in 1799. 

There is still a great excitement throughout 
Germany about supposed conspiracies among the 
students of the universities. A number of letters, 
as if written by them, and found when their papers 
were seized, have been published. The following 
are specimens of them. 

••Truly”, writes one of these scholars, “we let 
ourselves be treated like beasts of burden, and the 
slaves of kings push us into the track of obedience. 
But whatcan young men like us do, when men of 
mature age lose courage. The world seems too 
weak to look upon the celestial image of liberty; a 
small number of meh exist for it only; but the grea- 
ter number are only the valets of princes; and of 
sliameful intrigues. Generous Germany, where is 
•thy Arminius? Where shall we find a free man ? If 
we had even mothers who were truly German, they 
would show us our chains, and would force us in 
arms to the contest for our liberty, our honor and 
our rights.” 

Another says in a letter to a friend: — “You write 
us concerning the princes and the open hatred that 
is borne to them— I partake your opinion — the 
prinees and lords of our time would banish the 
spirit of truth, for every kind of liberty is hateful 
to them. Princes and truth can never well agree 
together, as we see sufficiently from the intrigues 
of their valets.” 

By private accounts just received in Baltimore, 
we learn that a dreadful fire has raged in Ulsar , in 
the province of Gottingen, in the Hanoverian do- 
minions, in which between six and seven hun- 
dred houses were destroyed, together with the 
celebrated Old Church, of that place, reported 
to have been built about the year 872. So gene- 
ral was the conflagration, that scarcely a vestige of 
that ancient place remains. The old court or state 
house is totally destroyed, which was, some centu- 
ries since, dilapidated by fire and rebuilt in the 
year 1400. I his building, in comparison with many 
private dwellings, was a specimen of modern archi- 
tecture; and the destruction of this town may be 
fairly considered a serious loss to those who vene- 
rate antiquity, and who associate with ruins like 
these, the memory of better and less degenerate 
days. Fed. Hep. 

Vienna, Feb. 20. The deputies of the society of 
Gerprnn merchants and manufacturers have addres- 


sed a long memorial to the emperor of Austria, to 
show the advantages that would accrue to his ma- 
jesty's dominions, as well as Germany in genera), 
by the establishment of heavy duties, to be levied 
on the frontiers upon all foreign goods, and the abo- 
lition of tolls, Ac. in the interior of the German 
confederation. They think that the importation 
of the manufactures of Prance and England, &c. 
might be wholly prevented, whereas they are now 
smuggled in such quantities that prohibitions only 
injure the subjects of the state; for, while the home 
manufacturers derive but little advantage from 
them, the subjects of his majesty must pay the pro. 
mium paid for smuggling, it being notorious that 
there are, on all the frontiers, insurance companies 
against loss by smuggling. 

Prussia. 

An article in the Gheut Journal, describes the 
king of Prussia as being very melancholy and almost 
incapable of transacting business. 

ITALY.* 

It is rumored that the pope is alarmed with the 
progress of the Jesuits. A Paris paper, however, 
doubts the truth of the report. 

In January last, a peasant woman, near Rome, at 
the age of 61 years and 14 days, became the ihother 
of twins, a bsy and girl. 

Naples, Jan. 22. — On the 20th inst. sixty five do- 
miciled monks re entered their convent in this city. 
There are now only fourteen convents of this order 
in our kingdom. 

Rome, Jan. 19. The unusual phenomenon of a 
heavy fall of snow has taken place here, which re- 
mained three days on the roofs and in the streets. 
The courts of justice and the schools, according to 
the established practice, in the dike cases, were 
shut up, and the bells of the capitol were not ruug. 

RUSSIA. 

It is reported that an attempt has been made on 
the life of Alexander, by which he was wounded in 
the arm in warding of!' the blow. No particulars 
given. 

A very large Russian army has entered Poland in 
three divisions, which are to be formed into camps 
of discipline on the lower Vistula and the Gallician • 
frontier. 

At supper lately given by the emperor of Russia, 
sliver vases, weighing «*r hundred and eighty pounds , 
were placed on the table. 

From Petersburg, under date of Jan. 19, we learn 
that several wolves, driven in by hunger and cold, 
had penetrated the suburbs of the city. They had 
destroyed several people in the adjacent villages. 

| BARBARY POWERS. 

The prime minister of thejemperor of Morocco 
was assassinated in December last. He appears to 
have been a very bad man, and his death gave ge- 
neral satisfaction. His rapacity and tyranny had 
caused a formidable rebellion, which was not quel- 
led at the date of our last accounts. 

HEW UOLLAHD. 

The bank of Sydney, New South Wales, up to 
July, 1819, had loaned about 500,000 dollars — the 
payments to it had been punctually made, and tbe 
semi-annual dividend was 12 per cent. 

London paper. 

WEST IH DIES. 

It is very sickly at llavanna — strangers common- 
ly die in 48 hours after being affected. 

The report of an insurrection of the blacks at St. 
Jago de Cyba is contradicted. The troops were 
sent there to protect the place against Jury's pri- 
vateers. 
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Emigration to Porto Rico, a beautiful island, is 
strongly encouraged by the local authorities there ; 

The whole of the city of Ponce, in Porto Rico, 
except one church, was destroyed by fire, on the 
27th of February. 

Two persons, pretending to be commissioned by ] 
the republic of New Mexico, have been hung at 
Nassau, N. P. aspirates. 

The infernal trade 1276 slaves were landed at 
Havana from the 3rd to the 8th of April last. ‘‘It 
appears from the most accurate accounts, that there 
have been imported from Africa to the Havana, 
from the year 1790 to 1815, one hundred and fifty- 
nine thousand seven hundred and thirty one slaves 
In 1816, seventeen thousand seven hundred and 
twenty two, and in 1817, twenty five thousand five 
hundred and sixty.” 

Kingston, Jam. March 18. “ • he United States 
brig of war Enterprize, of 10 guns. It. Kearney, 
from a cruise in the Gulf of Mexico, anchored at 
Port Royal yesterday. She gave fort Charles a sa- 
lute of 13 guns, which was returned with the like 
number. 

SOTTTB AMERICA. 

A’“grand expedition” sailed from Margaritta, on 
the 9th of March— -18 sail of vessels, with 15.)0 of 
D’Evereux’s legion on board, supposed to be in- 
tended to attack Laguira. St. Martha or Marayeabo. 
A strong royal squadron appeared 'off Margaritta 
two days after the expedition sailed. 

It is stated that 600,000 dollars, in specie, have 
reached Angostura from New Granada. There 
are many reports from the Maine, but no event of 
note is mentioned in a way to be relied upon. A 
decisive battle was again daily expected. 

By way of Jamaica, wb have late news over-land 
from the Pacific. It is said, that in January last the 
Macedonian frigate arrived at Panama from Lima, 
with 500,000 dollars, on account of Spanish mer- 
chants— and that the British frigate Andromache 
was also at Calao, taking in specie It was believed 
that a st'ip, wuh 300.000 dollars, had been captured 
by tyrd Cochrane, who has also seized a privateer 
finder Buenos Ayrean colors, for having committed 
acts of piracy. 

By the arrival of the Constellation frigate at 
Norfolk, we learn that Artigashad met with a se- 
vere defeat from the Portuguese, whose territory 
had been invaded by one of his corps — that the 
troops of Entre Rios and Santa Fee. under gen. 
Ramirez, had attacked those of Buenos Ayres, under 
the director, and defeated them — and occupied a 
position within 22 leagues of Buenos Ayres. 

Several of the provinces had formed separate 
provincial governments — with a view to confedera- 
tion when the political storm was over. Pueyrre- 
don, with the secretary of state, Mr. Fagle, it is said, 
has fled to the Portuguese at Monte Video, carrying 
off a million of dollars in doubloons. The whole 
vice-royalty was supposed to contain 2,000,000 of 
touls — and it was hoped that the commotions would 
lend to the lasting benefit of the country. 

The Carreras are reported to be placed at the 
head of the government of Chili. 

“The political affairs of the province of Buenos 
Ayres were in a confused state. — The government 
was, in fact, dissolved. An effort had been pre- 
viously made by the congress and director (ad inte 
rim) to negociate wilh gen. Ramirez, and nad, for 
that purpose, chosen deputies; but he refused 
to reco-^nize the authority of the congress, or to 
treat with the deputies, declaring however, that if 
the people would appoint a new set of rulers, free 
otthe influence efPueyrrridon,ho was ready to treat 


with them. Twelve electors had been appointed 
; of persons of great probity and credit, who liad re- 
elected the Cabiido, and had chosen Don Manuel do, 
Sarratea governor of the province, and ncgociationn 
were to be immediately entered into with Rami- 
rez. Already friendly communications had passed 
between the present commander of tlio Buenos Ay- 
rean troops, general Estanislaus Soler, and general 
Ramirez. The constitution will be revised, and 
it is expected, a federative government established, 
which has long been the wish of the other pro- 
vinces; but some time will elapse before the pcliti- 
c 1 commotions in that part of South America will 
be settled, or the people become qualified to ap« 
preciate the blessings of rational liberty. 

“It would appear that this civil war has been ra- 
ther a personal one of Pneyi'retlom he co-operating 
with the Portuguese to annihilate Artigas, who is 
defending the country against the unjust encroach- 
ments of the Portuguese, Into the territory called 
the “Banda Oriental,” which, for many yemr% they 
have been desirous of possessing.” 

Artigas* power is said to be as usual — the Portu- 
guese were in quiet possession of Monte Vide* 
and Maltonado.* San Martin was desirous of re- 
tiring from the army, but leave had been refus- 
ed. Ramirez’s army is composed chiefly of those 
persons who are called Monti neros, and was 3002 
strong. 

CONGRESS. 

The following were the yeas and nays in the 
bouse of representatives, on the passage of the 
bill to change the mode of disposing of the public 
lands— on the 20th inst. 

YEAS— Memrs* Abbott, Adams, Alexander, Allen, of Mess. As 
drrton, Archer, of Md. Baker, Bald win, Barhoui, Bateman, Bay*. 
I), B’vcber, Bodao, Brush, Buffum, Campbell, Case, C la nett, 
Clark, Cobb, Crafts, Crawford, Culbrrtb. Cushman, Cutbbm.Dar- 
Singtom Davidson, Dennison, Dewitt Diekinsau, Dowse, Kauri, Kd- 
dr, Edwards, of Coo. Edwards, of Peon, Edwards, ofN. C. Pay* 
Father, Floyd, Folgrr, Foot, Forrest. Fuller, Fullerton, Garnett, 
Gross, of N. Y. Gross, of Penn. Halt, of N. Y. HaU,of BeL Unit, 
of N. C. Hardin, Hazard, Hemphill, Hrrriek, Hibshman, Hiostar. 
Hill. Holmes. Hooks, Hostetter, Kendall, Kinslt y. Little, Linn, Li* 
vrrmorr. Lyman, M*Coy, M’Lane, of Del. Mallory, Marebaad, 
Mason, Met eh, Meigs, Mtrerr, R Moore, S. Moore. Mon**ll, Use 
ton, Mos'-lry, Murray, Neale, Netao,ot Mass. Newton, Overstreet, 
Parker, of Mast. Parker, of Va. Patterson, Phdps, Phi Ison, Pinck- 
ney, Pimlall, Pitcher, Plumer, Rankin. Reed, Rbeu, Rich, Rich- 
ards, Richmond, Hobertaoo, Koran, Rots. Russ, Sampson, Saw- 
yer, Sergeant, Settle, Shaw, Si I tore, Simkins, Sloan. Slocuml^ 
Smith, N. J. Smith, Md. Smith, N. C. B. Smith, Va. SoutnaidAtorrs, 
Strong, N. Y. Swearingen, Tsrr, Taylor, Tomlinson, Tompkins* 
Tracy, rockur, of S. G. fylrr. Van Rensselaer, Wallace^ Wend*, 
ver, Williams ofVa. Williams, of N.C. Wood-lJJ. 

NAYS— Mesm. Alim, of Icon. Ball. Bfoomftrld, Brawn, Bryan* 
Bnrwell, Buil'-r, Lon. Cannon, Cook, Crowell. Ford, Hackley* 
Hendrick*, Hill, Johnson, Jones, of Tenn. M’Crrary, M’Lean. 
ol K). Metcalf, Stevens, Trimble, Tucker, of Va. Walkra-** 

Mr. C/ay, ( speaker, ) whose vote is not record- 
ed,) twice addressed the house in opposition to 
the hill, whilst it was before a committee of the 
whole. 

IN THB SENATE. 

A/nil 20. A number of bills were read end va- 
riously disposed of. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
granting certain privileges to tbe Ocean steam ship 
company of New York, and, uo amendment being 
offered to the bill, the question was taken on order- 
ing it to a third reading, and decided in the nega- 
tive — ayes, 11 noes 12. 

So the bill was refected. 

The senate took up, in committee of the whole* 
Mr. King, of Alabama, in the chair, the bill “to au- 
thorise the appointment of certain commissioners 
to lay out the roads and canals therein mentioned*** 
which was reported from # the committee en roads 
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and canals by Mr King, of New York, on the 4th ] 
inst. to which committee had been referred the 
memorials on the subject, from the legislatures of 
Ohio, Indians, Illinois, Sec. 

[ The bill provides for the surrey and location 
of a road, to continue or extend the "Cumberland 
road” from Wheeling, on the Ohio, to a point on 
the left bank of the Mississippi, and to appoint 
commissioners to have surveys made of the most 
practicable routes for canals between the Raritan 
end the Delaware, and the latter and the Cbcsa 
peake.] 

A motion to postpone the bill indefinitely, was 
negatived as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Burrill, Eaton, 
Elliot, Gaillard, Johnson of Louisiana, King of Ala- 
bama, Leake, Macon, Mellen, Morril, Otis, Palmer, 
Pleasants, Smith, Walker of Alabama, Walker of 
Georgia, Williams of Tenn.— 19 

NAYS — Messrs. Dana, Dickerson, Edwards, Hor- 
sey, Hunter, Johnson of Kentucky, King of New 
. York, Lanman, Lowrie, Noble, Parrott, Roberts, 
Juggles, Sanford, Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, Trimble, 
Van Dyke, Williams of Miss. Wilson— 21. 

April 21. The president communicated the re- 
port of the secretary of the treasury on the peti- 
tion of John M. Chapron and others, French emi- 
grants, engaged in cultivating the vine artd olive 
in Alabama, adverse to any relaxation of the act 
Authorizing the grants to them. 

[The lands granted in Alabama "for the encou- 
ragement of the cultivation of the vine and olive” 
were he\d jointly responsible for the payment that 
was to be made to the U. S. on account of them, un- 
til the whole debt was settled. The object of the 
petitioners was to relieve themselves of this general 
responsibility— and to have the act changed so that 
each person might obtain a patent, on paying for 
particular lots or tracts. We have oftentimes heard 
that this grant has been abused, and it is well that 
a new door has not been opened to further specu- 
lation. Kd. Rr.o.] 

The bill respecting the Ocean steam -boat com- 
pany, was re-considered, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, after being amended — 
ayes 20. 

The bill to establish a uniform mode of discipline, 
and field exercise for the militia of the U. States, 
was received from the house of representatives; 
twice read and referred. 

The senate next took up the bill from the other 
bouse, "in addition to the several acts for the es- 
tablishment and regulation of the treasury, war, and 
pavy departments,” respecting transfers of appro- 
priations, and carrying surplusses of appropriations 
to the sinking fund— ordered to be read a third 
time. 

A message was received from the president of 
the United .States, by the hands of Mr. Daniel Brent, 
of the department of state, transmitting from the 
secretary of state, copies of the correspondence 
between the ministers or agents of the (/. States, 
and the ministers or government of Sweden, rela- 
tive to the seizures, sequestration, or confiscation, 
of the ships or other property of the citizens of the 
U. States, under the authority of Sweden. 

Several private bills were’ passed tliis day, and 
^several others partially acted upon. 

April *24. Mr. Horsey, from the committee, re- 
orted a substitute by way of amendment to the 
ill respecting the charters of the banks in the dis- 
trict of Columbia— extending the charters of those 
that now pay specie until the 1st of Jan. 1822. Made 
the order for Wednesday next/ 


The following resolutions, submitted by Mr. 
Morril on the 2lst inst. were taken up tor conside- 
ration. 

RcsohxdjThoX the practice of duelling is inhuman, 
immoral and censurable. 

I lesolved, That the president ofthe United States 
would be justifiable in striking from the rolls of the 
army and navy, the names of all persons thereon, 
who have been or hereafter may be, directly or in* 
directly engaged in a duel, or who may have been 
or hereafter may be, in any way or manner*, access a* 
ry thereto. 

After some speaking the resolutions were laid 
upon the table. 

Several bills were passed— that to authorise the 
heirs of W. and G. Winter, to file a bill, &c. was re- 
committed. 

The bills from the other house, in addition to the 
acts for the establishment and regulation of the 
executive departments, and for the relief of John 
Steele, were severally read the third time, passed, 
and returned to the other house. 

The bill to authorise the appointment of com- 
missioners for laying out a road from Wheeling to 
the Mississippi, by the seats of government of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois, (being a continuation of the 
Cumberland road,) and for surveying and marking 
out the course of certain canals, between the Che- 
sapeake and Delaware bays, and the ttariton, &e. 
was taken up in committee ofthe whole, Mr. King, 
of Alabama, in the chair. 

After debate, tills bill was re-committed. 

The bill to amend the judicial system of the U. 
S. was postponed to a day beyond tlie session — or, 
in other words, rejected. 

The senate spent considerable time on the bill 
from the house, supplementary to the revolutionary 
pension act of March, 18, 1818— but no question af- 
fecting it was taken. 

April 25. Mr. Melten submitted the following re- 
solution for consideration: 

Resolv d. That the committee of foreign relation* 
be instructed to enquire what measures it may be 
expedient for congress to adopt respecting' the 
importation of plaster of Paris from the province 
of New Brunswick, in consequence of a duty lately 
imposed by its legislature on the exportation of that 
article from certain parts of said province. 

Mr. Rvfu s King, from the committee on roads 
and canals, to whom the bill on that subject waa 
yesterday recommitted, reported two bills, in lieu 
of the bill recommitted— the first providing for the 
appointment of commissioners for surveying, the 
road from Wheeling to the Mississippi; the second 
for the appointment of commissioners for surveying 
and designating a route for canals to connect the 
Chesapeake and Delaware, the Rariton aud the De- 
laware, &c. which were read. 

The senate, on motion of Mr. Dickerson, resum- 
ed the consideration ofthe bill to continue in force 
the act to protect the commerce of the United 
States, and to make further provision for punishing 
the crime of piracy; and the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

’the bill in addition to tlie act respecting revolu- 
tionary pensions, was, after much debate and seve- 
ral proposed amendments, ordered to be read a 
third time (exactly in the shape in which it came 
from the house of representatives) by the follow- 
ing vote — 

Yeas— Messrs. Barb an r, Brown, Eaton, Edwards, 
Elliott, Gaillard, Horsey, Johnson, of Lou. King, of 
Alai). Leake, Logan, Macon, Noble, Pleasants, Ro- 
berts, Smith, Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, Trimbitf, 


Digitized by 


Google 




164 


NILES’ REGISTER— APRIL 29, 1 820— CONGRESS'. 


Walker, of Alab. Walker, of Geo. Williams, of Miss. 
Williams, of Ten. — 24. 

Nats — Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, Hunter, 
Johnson, of Ken. King, of N. Y. Lanman, Lowrie, 
Mellen, Morril, Otis, Parrott, Ruggles, Sanford, 
Tichenor, Van Dyke, Wilson — 17. 

And the senate adjourned. 

dpril26. Much of this day was spent on the 
bill from the house to extend the charters of the 
district banks — after which it was postponed until 
to morrow. 

The senate took up and agreed to the motion 
submitted yesterday by Mr. Mellen, respecting the 
plaster trade with the British colonies. 

The engrossed bill to continue in force the act to 
protect the commerce of the United States and to 
Blake further provisions for punishing the crime of 
piracy; and the bill from the house of representa- 
tives in addition to the revolutionary pension act 
of March 18, 1818, were severally read the third 
time, and passed, the latter by a vote of 20 to 16. 
The first named bill was sent to the other house for 
concurrence — the latter has now passed both 
houses. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to increase the pay of surgeons in the navy. 

After considerable debate, this bill was indefinite- 
ly postponed— or rejected. 

The senate next resumed the consideration of the 
bill to incorporate the general convention of the 
Baptist denomination, in the district of Columbia, 
for evangelical and literary purposes. 

This bill also, after some remarks, was postpon- j 
ed indefinitely, or rejected. 

The senate took up the bill from the other house 
for the relief of Christopher Miller, [granting him 
a tract of land in consideration of a very important 
and eminently hazardous service performed in the 
Indian war, under general Wayne, who promised 
him, on the part of the government, ample recom- 
pense for his intrepidity, but though reduced to 
poverty, he has not applied for any relief until 
now; and the case is strongly urged to the atten- 
tion of congress by the legislature of Kentucky.] 

The bill was earnestly advocated by Mr. Johnson, 
of Ky. and by Mr. Barbour, and after some oppo- 
sition by Messrs. Williams of Miss. Eaton, Lo-unie 
and Roberts, on the ground of the case not coming 
within any of the principles on which congress 
had given pensions or donations, and of the inabi- 
lity of the government to reward all cases of meri- 
torious service, where no disability ensued— 

The bill was laid on the table; and X 

The senate went into the consideration of execu- 
tive business; after which 

They adjourned. 

HOU8S or REFRK8KVTATITE8. 

Friday, Jlpril 21. The bill to establish an uniform 
mode of discipline and field exercise for the militia 
of the United States was read a third time, passed 
and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

Revision of the Tariff. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, on the bills reported by the committee 
of manufactures; and the committee determined to 
take up, first in order, the bill “to regulate the du- 
ties on imports and tonnage, and for other purposes” 
-—This bill proposes changes in relation to the du- 
ties on goods imported, in the proportions which 
are denoted in the following table, copied from that 
compiled and printed for the use of the house of 
representatives: 


A comparative view of the existing tariff of duties 
on goods imported from foreign countries, as es- 
tablished by the act of 27th April, 1816, entitled 
“an act to regulate tfie duties on imports and 
tonnage,” as amended by the act of the 20th of 
Apnl, 1818, entitled “an act to increase the du- 
ties on certain manufactured articlesimported into 
the United States” and that proposed by the bill 
now depending in the house of representatives of 
the United States, “to regulate the duties on im- 
ports, and for otltcr purposes .” 


OLD 

RIW 

RATE OF 

ARTICLES. 

TARIFF. 

TAHITI 

addit’rl 




DCTT. 

First class of articles,/, c. 

7i 

12£ 

2-3ds 

Second 

15 

20 

1.3d 

Third 

20 

25 

l-4th 

4th & 5th classes, viz: 




Woollen manufactures 

25 

33t 


Cotton and cotton twist, 


| 


not from India 

25 

33 ) 

say l-3d 

Do. do. from India 

25 

40 J 


Linen manufactures 

15 

25 


Clothing ready made 

T 



Bonnets, hats and caps, of 

l QA 

JA 


wool, fur, leather, straw. 

f 30 

40 


chip or silk 

j 



Silk manufact’s, fr. India 

15 

30 


Printed books 

15 

35 


Printed or stained paper. 




and paper hangings 

30 

35 


Clocks and time pieces 




Umbrellas, sticks, and ap- 




paratus for umbrellas 




Bonnets and caps, not 




otherwise taxed 




Fans, feathers, flowers, 




millinery, washes, per- 




Painted floor cloths, oil 




cloths, matts, salad oil, 

► 30 

35 

say 1.6a 

capers, olives, mustard, 




sweetmeats, preserves, 

wafopfl 




W AIvlO 

Manufactures of wood, 




coarse lace, carriages, 




and furniture for do. 




Leather, & manufact's of 




leather, brushes, canes 

J 



Gilt and plated ware 

20 

35^ 


Cut glass 

30 

35 

Included 

China, earthen andstone- 



in two 

ware, and crockery 

20 

35 

preced- 

Manufactures of marble 



ing class* 

and alabaster 

15 

35^ 


Ale, beer, and porter, in 




bottles galls 

15 

20 

1-3 

Do. do. not in bottles - 

10 

15 

1-2 

Allura crxoi 

2 00 

3 00 

1-2 

Almonds lb 

3 

4 

1-3 

Black glass bottles grotc 

1 44 

2 00 

1-4 

Boots pair 

1 50 

2 00 

1-3 

Bristles 16 

‘ 3 

J 3 

free 

Playing cards pack 

. 30 

35 

1-6 

Tar*d cables & cordage lb 

to 

o 

4 

1-3 

Untarred do. twine and 




thread 

4 

5 

1-4 

Candles, tallow - 

3 

5 

2-3 

wax & spermaceti - 

6 

8 

1-3 

China cassia 

6* 

10 

2-3 

Cinnamon 

25 

331 

( 
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OLD 

IfF.W 

HATE OF 


articles'. 

TARIFF. 

TAUIFF . 

audit’wl 

ARTICLE*. 




DUTT. 




COMPARATIVE VIEW OF TARIFF — continued. I COMPARATIVE VIEW OF TARIFF— contirubu. 


HATE OF 
ADDIT’hL 


1-4 prct. 
1-3 do 
1-3 do 
1-3 do 
1-2 do 
1-4 do 


1-2 do 
double 


i 4 

- 15 perct. 
5 
3 
3 
3 

:/ 1 00 
/ 1 50 

2 00 
1 00 


Cloves 25 

Cheese - 9 

Chocolate - 3 

Cocoa - 2 

Coal heaped bushel 5 

Copperas cwt 1 00 2 

Copper, rods bolts, spikes 
and nails, and composi 
tion do. lb 4 

Corks -15 perct. 

Coffee * 5 

Cotton - 3 

Currants - 3 

Figs - 3 

Fish, foreign caught qnti 1 00 l 

Mackerel bbl 1 50 1 

Salmon - 2 00 2 

All other pickled fish - 1 00 1 

Window glass, 

8 by 10 100 sq.Ji. 2 50 2 

10 by 12 - 2 75 : 

over 10 by 12 - 3 25 : 

Plain uncut flint glass /520 perct 
Glue - 5 

Gunpowder 

Hemp cvf 1 50 

Iron and steel wire, 

not over No. 18/5 5 

over 18 - 9 

Iron in bars and bolts, ex- 
cept manufactured by 
rolling cu/t 75 

Iron in sheets, rods and 

hoops - 2 50 

Iron in bars and bolts 

manufac. by rolling - 1 50 

Anchors - 2 00 

Iron in pigs - 50 

Iron castings - 75 

Spades and shovels each 20 per ct 
Slate 8c tiles for building, 
not over 12 in. sq. *1/ 

12 to 14 do. 

14 to 16 do. - 
16 to 18 do. 

18 to 20 do. 

Paper, folio, quarto, post, 
pot, cap, crown, Sec. lb 30 per ct 
Royal, imperial, See. 

Printing & copper plate - 
Other coarse 
Screw s, of wire grot t 
Ginger, rough lb 15— 8-1C 

ground 
preserved 

Silk, sewing, and silk 
and w orsted twist - 15 per c 1 

Indigo - 15 

Lead, in pigs ana bars - 

sheets - 1 

shot, of lead - 2 

red and white, 
dry, or in oil - 3 

Mace - 1 00 

Molasses galls 5 

Nails of iron lb 4 

Nutmegs - 60 


double 


double 

1- 4 

2- 3 


2-3 pr ct 


lb 30 per ct 20 
15 
12 * 
10 

ct 8 to 20 

lb 15*8-10 i say 2 

4 


15 per ct 1 50 


1-2 pr ct. 

1-4 do 
double 
1-4 pr ct. 
1-4 do 


Pepper 
Pimento 

Plums and prunes 
Raisins, in jars or boxes 
all other kinds 
Salt bush, oj 56 lb. 

Ochre, dry 
in oil 

Steel civi 

Segars M 

Spirits, fr. grain, 1st prf. 
42, 2d 45,3d 46, 4th 52, 
5th 60, over 5th 75 
Irom other mate- 
rials, 1st 38, 2d 38, 3d 
42, 4th 48, 5th 57, over 
5lh 70, 

Shoes 8c slippers,silk pair 
leather - 
for children - 
Spikes of iron lb 

Soap - 

Sugar, brown 

white, clayed and 
powdered 
lump 

loaf and candy 
Snuff 

Tallow x 

Tea, fr. China, in Am. ves- 
sels, Bohea, F. ships lb 
Souchong, and all 
other black teas 34 lb 
Hyson skin 
Imperial, Gunpowr- 
der 8c Gomee 68 lb 
Hyson 8c Y.Hys. 56 lb 
Other green 38 lb 
Tobacco, manufac. other 
than snuff 8c segars lb 
Whiting, 8c Paris white - 
Wines, Madeira, Burgun- 
dy, Champaign, Khe 
nish, and Tokay galls 
Sherry, St. Lucar - 
Lisbon, Oporto, and 
others of Portugal and 
Sicily galh 

Teneriffe, Fayal and 
other West. Isles, galls 
All other wines 

Do. in bottles or cases 
Russia duck ps 

Ravens do. - 

Hollands do. 

Spermaceti oil, of foreign 
fisheries galls 

Whale oil — 

Olive oil, in casks 

Linseed oil 


same same 


same same 
30 50 


50 1-3 

50 double 

25 2-3 

4 1-3 

4 1-3 


12$ 25 double 

25 25 

28 25 

50 50 

40 , 40 


10 10 
1 1 


Alt VALOREM. 

Blue vitriol 
Oil of v itriol 
Nitric acid 
Muriatic acid 
I Sugar of lead 


40 

15 

30 perct. 

2 00 2 00 

1 25 1 25 

2 50 2 50 

25 25 

15 15 

25 25 

15perct. 
say 16 cts y 
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The bill having been read through — 

Mr. Baldwin rose, and delivered a speech of near- 
ly three hours in length, explanatory of the gene- 
ral principles by which the committee had been 
guided in reporting the bill; and of the grounds of 
the proposed increase of duties on the several arti- 
cles of the most importance. 

Mr. Smith, of Md. rose after Mr. Baldwin conclud- 
ed, and expressed his view of the tariff in general 
opposition to those of Mr. Baldwin, as regards the 
merits of the system of revenue from imports, but 
without denying that some of the present duties 
might require to be increased. He did not, how- 
ever, go far into the general question, having risen 
to move an amendment in the following clause: 

First, A duty of twelve and a half per centum ad 
valorem on all dying drugs, and materials for com- 
posing dyes, not subject to other rates of duty; gum 
anibic, gum Senegal, saltpetre, jewelry, gold, silver 
and other watches, and parts of watches; gold and 
silver lace, embroidery and epaulettes; precious 
stones, and pearls of all kind, set or not set; Bristol 
stones or paste work, and all articles composed 
wholly or chiefly of gold, silver, peart, and preci- 
ous stones; and laces, laco veils, lace shawls, or j 
shades, of thread or silk. j 

The amendment was to strike out the word twelve, 
in the first line, for the purpose of inserting in lieu 
tfiereof the word seven. 

Mr. Clay, after paying a high compliment to the 
ability and substantial character of the speech of Mr. 
Baldwin, said that, until an answer was, to that 
speech at least, attempted, he should abstain from 
engaging in the support of the general principles 
of the bill. At present he only rose to say, that it 
became the friends of the manufacturing system not 
to lend themselves with too much facility to altera- 
tions proposed in the system which has been re- 
ported by the committee of manufactures. That 
committee had, with a patience and industry never 
surpassed in this house, prepared and reported a 
general system. Its provisions were, no doubt, the 
result of much calculation; and, if the friends of the 
general features of it listened to every application 
which should be made to change this or that parti- 
cular item, the effect would be, that they would lose 
the whole.^Mr. C. then made some remarks against 
this particular motion. 

The question was taken on Mr. Smith’s motion, 
and decided in the negative without a division. 

Mr. Silsbee moved an amendment to the bill to 
lessen the rate of duty on coarse cotton manufac- 
tures — 

Mr. Smith, of Md. offered a similar amendment as 
to linen manufactures — 

Mr. Silsbee moved to reduce the duty on coffee 
fh>m 6 to 5 cents— 

Mr. Meigs moved to increase the duty on iron 
eastings — 

Mr. Holme s moved to reduce the duty on bars and 
holts— | 

Mr. Meigs moved to insert a duty on steam ma- 
chinery — 

Mr. Moseley moved to vaTy the duty on paper— 

Mr. Silsbee moved to reduce the duty on molas- 
ses — 

All of which motions were negatived— not more 
than 50 members voting for either of them. 

Saturday, April 22. Mr. Bloomfield, from the com- 
mittee on revolutionary pensions, made unfavora- 
ble reports on the cases of thirty five petitioners. 

Mr. Pinckney offered a joint resolution directing 
the secretary of state to transmit one copy of the 
journal of the convention, which formed the fede- 


ral constitution, to each of the members of that con - * 
vention, who are now living 

Agreed to nem. con, and ordered to a third read- 
ing. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, from the committee of 
ways and means, to which was referred the bill 
from the senate to provide for the relief of sick amt 
disabled seamen, reported the same with amend- 
ments, which were read, and with the bill ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Several bills were twice read and two or three 
passed — not of general importance. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, on the bill to regulate the du- 
ties on imports and tonnage. 

[Many propositions were offered to amend the 
bill. They generally failed. Those which suc- 
ceeded were, to increase the duty on shoes or slip- 
pers of prunella, &c.~ and to reduce the duty o» 
printed books to 20 percent, ad va). 

The bill having been gone through — 

Mr Tyler , of Virginia, moved to strike out the 
first section of the bill, and was prepared now to 
go into the remarks which he intended to offer in 
opposition to the hil), if it were the pleasure of 
i the committee to listen to an argument on Us gene- 
ral merits; but, as the committee had been engaged 
for several hours in a laborious and fatiguing con- 
sideration of its detail, he moved that the commit- 
tee now rise. 

The committee then rose, reported progress, 
and obtained leave to sit again, 

Mr. JVewton, from the committee of commerce, 
presented to the house a mass of correspondence 
derived from the executive department, between 
the ministers of our government, and those of 
France and England, respecting our trade with the 
British-American colonies, and the general inter- 
course between France and the U. States, which 
was ordered to be printed; and 

The house adjourned. 

Monday , April 24. Mr. Wendwer presented a 
memorial of the American society of the city of 
New York for the encouragement of domestic ma- 
nufactures, complaining of the system of credit gi- 
ven for the duties on the importaion of foreign ma- 
nufactures, and of free sale9 at auction, and praying 
that the three bills now under discussion in the 
house of representatives may be pa9sed~into laws 
previous to the termination of the present session 
of congress. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, presented a petition of 
sundry inhabitants of the city of Baltimore, praying 
that measures may be adopted to prevent citizens 
of the United States from engaging in the business 
of privateering under the flags of the governments 
in South America, and that certain ports in the 
United States he designated in which only cruisers 
of those governments may be permitted to enter, 
and that those lying in the waters of the Chesa- 
peake bay may be amoug those which may be pro- 
hibited; which petition waa referred to the com- 
mittee on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Van Rensselaer, from the committee on mi- 
litary affairs, delivered in a report, looking to a 
report’from the proper department on the subject, 
to be made at the next session. 

The engrossed joint resolution for the distribu- 
tion, among the surviving members of the con- 
vention, of copies of the journal thereof, recently 
printed, was passed and sent to the senate for con- 
currence. 

On m otion of Mr. Lowndes, it was 

Resolved, That the letter from the secretary of 
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the navy, of the 9th of April, 1820, with the docu- 
ments which accompanied it, be referred to the 
committee on naval affairs; and thattliey be instruct- 
ed to enquire into the expediency of providing by 
law that no commrfer or other officer in the naval 
service of the United States shall receive o;i board 
his vessel any gold, silver, or jewels, without or- 
ders from the president of the United States or the 
navy department; and that no officer, without such 
orders, shall transport as a passenger any person in 
the naval or military service of a foreign govern- 
ment engaged in war, and the comm ittee of naval 
affairs are also instructed to enquire into the expe- 
diency of determining by law whether any compen. 
sation or freight shall be, in any case, permitted 
for articles transported in vessels of the United 
States. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Tailor in the chair, on 
the bill to regulate the duties on imports. 

A motion to strike out the first section of the bill 
(to reject it) being under consideration, 

Mr. Ty'er delivered a speech of about an hour’s 
length in support of this motion. 

The committee of the whole then took up the 
ether bill referred to it, by the title of “a bill re- 
epilating the payment of duties on merchandise 
imported, and for other purposes.” 

(This bill provides that, from and after a certain 
elate, the duties laid on all goods, wares and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States, except 
dying drugs, and materials for composing dyes, 
jpim arable, gum Senegal, and all other articles used 
solely for medicinal purposes, cassia, cinnamon, 
Cloves, chocolate, cocoa, coffee, indigo mace, mo- 
lasses, nutmegs, pepper, pimento, salt, ochre, su- 
gar, tea, shall be paid before a permit shall be grant- 
ed for landing the tame , unless entered for exporta- 
tion or deposited* in public storehouses. On the 
excepted articles, duties not exceeding 100 dol- 
lars in amount to be paid in cash; and, if exceeding 
_that sum, shall be allowed a credit, on one half for 
three months, and on the other half for six months, 
except tea, the duties on which are to be payable, 
in equal payments, atthrce,six, and nine months.] 

Mr. tlnldvnn explained the general views that 
Jtad induced the committee to report the bill — 
Messrs Silshee and J^icndes opposed it— Mr. Clay 
advocated the bill. Mr. Lowndes spoke again and 
'Mr. Clay rejoined. Mr. Baldwin was speaking 
earnestly in favor of the bill, when the alarm of fire 
induced the committee (at 4 o’clock) to rise, and 
the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, .Ipril 25. On motion of Mr. Whitman , 
it was. 

Betolved, That the committee on foreign rela- 
tions be instructed to enquire into the expediency 
'of imposing a duty on plaster of Paris, imported 
from certain ports of the province of New Bruns- 
wick, to countervail a duty lately imposed by the le- 
gislature oft list province en that article when ex- 
ported from certain other parts of the same pro- 
vince. 

After other business— 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
.nrittee of the whole, Mr. Taylor in the chair, on the 
bills coneemingthc duties on imports and the mode 
wf their collection. 

The bill now under consideration, is the bill re. 
gulating the payment of duties on merchandise im- 
pored, and for other purposes. 

The question immediately before the house be- 
ing on Mr. Sifshee 9 s motion to strike out the first sec- 
tion of the bill, 


Mr. Baldwin resumed and concluded the speech 
which he yesterday began, in support of the priiu 
ciples of the bill. 

Mr. Johnson, of Virginia, followed in decided op- 
position to the bill. 

Mr. Whitman spoke next, also in opposition to 
the bill. 

Mr. Titmbfe then delivered his sentiments in favor 
of the bill. 

All the speeches delivered to day, went into thfc 
subject much at large. 

There was, then some conversation on th/s pro- 
priety of reporting the bill for increasing the du- 
ties on imports forthwith, that it might be finally 
acted on, and, if it passed this house, that it might 
be before the senate whilst the dis^ssion was go- 
ing on here on the bill now under consideration, for 
requiring cash payments on certain duties, and on 
the other bill before the same committee, for im- 
posing a duty of ten per cent, on the amount of 
sales at auction. Nothing, however, was finally 
settled on this head. 

Mr. Sergeant has the floor for to-morrow. 

The house adjourned at half past 3 o’clock. 

Wednesday , April 26. Mr. Southard, from the 
committee on Indian affairs, to whom was referred 
an enquiry into the expediency of repealing the 
act making provision for the civilization of the In- 
dian tribes adjoining our frontier settlements (pas- 
sed at the last session) reported, that, in their opi- 
nion, it is inexpedient at this time to repeal that 
law. And the report was ordered to he on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. Siltbee, from the committee on naval affairs, 
reported, without amendment, the bill from the se- 
nate, for authorising the building of a certain num- 
ber of small vessels of war. 

Mr. Anderson, from the land committee, reported* 
without amendment, the joint resolution, referred 
to them, for establishing the boundary line between 
the state of Ohio and all the territory of Michigan. 
The question being stated on ordering the resolve* 
to be engrossed — 

Mr. Brush moved to lay the resolve on the table, 
desiring time to examine it, not having been, from 
accident, present when the resolve was first moved. 
[Agreed to.] 

The house again resumed the consideration of 
the bill to regulate the duties on imports, &c. — Mr. 
Silsbee*s motion to strike out the 1st section of lh^ 
bill being yet under consideration, 

Mr. Alexander, of Virginia, delivered his senti- 
ments in favor of the motion. 

Mr. Archer, of Va. followed, also at considerable 
length, in support of the motion. 

Mr. Clay, (speaker) in a speech in support of the 
bill, occupied the remainder of the usual time «f 
sitting. 

When, after explanatory observations between 
Mr. Clay and Mr. Smith, of Md. 

The committee rose; and the house adjourned. 
thfrsdat’s pnocRv.niwos. 

The senate was occupied nearly all this day about 
the district banks finally the bill, being amended, 
was ordered to a third reading, and the senate went 
into the consideration of executive business. 

In the house of representatives — several bills were 
read, fcc. 

The bill from the senate to establish certain land 
offices in the s'ate of Alabama, (so amended in this 
house as to include also Indiana and Illinois) was 
read u third lime, passed And returned to the sc- 
Bate fer concurrence m the amendments. 
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The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, on the bill regulating the duties 
on imports, Mr. Taylor in the chair. 

The question being on the committee’s rising and 
reporting the tariff bill to the house— the debate 
thereon was resumed— 

Mr. Barbour , of Va. delivered a speech of nearly 
three hours in length against the bill. 

Mr. Holmes , of Mass, next delivered a speech of| 
nearly two hours in 1 ength, also against the bill. 

When the committee rose and reported the bill 
to the house. 

Mr. Hardin moved to postpone the bill indefi- 
nitely; and 

The house adjourned. 

CHRONICLE. 

RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 

In consequence of many prevailing reports, we 
reserved a large part of this sheet to the last mo- 
ment, to insert an expected message of the presi 


difficulty in getting on tty the ice, from the shore; 
and Mr. B. having wetted his feet, seated himself 
in the sleigh for the purpose of taking offhis stock- 
ings, which were wet, giving up the reins to his 
brother, who, from inattention or ignorance of the 
road, drove on a place on the ice, where there had 
recently been an air hole, and which was not yet 
frozen sufficiently strong to bear; the ice broke un- 
der them, and the sleigh upset and sunk, with the 
two women and child. Mr. B. sprung from the 
sleigh, while sinking, exclaiming, « H e are all lost?* 9 
and fortunately reached the firm ice; the young 
man who was driving was unable to swim, but 
struggled until he was reached and drawn out of 
the water by Mr. B. who retained his hold upon the 
solid ice. This was no sooner accomplished, than 
Mr. B. throwing off his coatand hat, declared that 
he would save the others or perish in the attempt^ 
and accordingly plunged into the water in search 
of those most dear to him. 

The first that he found was the child, which 
grasping, he rose to the surface, and brought it 


dent on our relations with Spain; but the National within reach of his brother; — then drawing him- 


InteUit?encer of yesterday, ( April 28,) is received, 
and maintains its silence on the subject. It seems, 
however, to be agreed, that the Spanish minister 
will be immediately sent home— that he is required 
to ask conditions, but not empowered, even if they 
are acceded to, ts ratify the treaty. The grants 
of land made, are to be confirmed, and we are ex- 
pected to pledge ourselves never to acknowledge 
the independence of any of the South American 
colonies! This is adding insult to injury — and gen. 
Vives, we are told, has leave to go back again — as 
having no further business here. It is understood 
that the facts would be communicated to congress by 
a message, as soon as the documents, &c. can be 
made out— perhaps, yesterday or to day. 

Died, on the 14th inst. in Massachasetts, Levil 
iAiiroln , esq. formerly attorney general of the U. S. 
and more recently lieut. gov. of that state. 

at Norfolk, Va. on the 15th inst. Charles K. 

Malory, esq. late lieut. gov. of the state of Virginia, 
and collector of the port of Norfolk at the time of j 
his decease. He was in the 39th year of his age. 

The Constellation frigate, capt. Morris, arrived 
at Norfolk on Saturday last, from the P.io de la Plata, 
by way of the West Indies, having touched at Mar- 
tinique and St. Thomas, at which latter place she 
left the John Adams, on the 12th ult. 

The Columbus 74, had dropped down to Lynhaven 
hay on Saturday last, and was to proceed for the 
Mediterranean in a day or two. 

The Cyane has been recently spoken off Sierra 
Leone. 

The Franklin 74, has arrived at New York from 
the Mediterranean— left the Guerriere, Peacock | 
and Spark at Gibraltar, all well. 

Connecticut . Election returns. — For Mr. O. Wol- 
cott, governor, 15,738— scattering 4,933. For se- 
nators, highest on each list — republican, 15,444; 
federalist, 13,003. Average republican majority 
2,515; last year 1069. 

From the Utica f ’ JV. T, J Patriot, April 4. “The 
following remarkable instance of pretence of mind 
and heroic perseverance , almost without parallel, is 
related by an eye witness: 

*«0n Sunday, the 13th of February last, a Mr. 


self again to the firm ice, he plunged again to the 
bottom, and finding his wife, rose a second time 
with her in his arms, but apparently lifeless, leav- 
ing her to the care of his brother who was calling 
aloud for assistance from the shore. — After taking 
breath for a moment he a third time plunged into 
the water in search of As sister, whom, after some 
moments groping on the bottom, he found; but in 
rising again to the surface, he struck his head 
against the ice. Sensible sf the extreme peril of 
his situation, and that the current bad carried him 
below the aperture, with a degree of presence of 
mind seldom equalled, straining every nerve, he 
redoubled his exertions, and was so fortunate as to 
again reach the opening, bringing with him the in- 
sensible and apparently lifeless body of his sister; 
both were drawn from the water by the assistance 
of some persons who had arrived from the shore 
alarmed by the cries of the brother. They were 
all carried to a neighboring house, where the wo- 
men and child were with some difficulty resuscita- 
ted. Upon measuring the depth of the water where 
the sleigh had broken through the ice, it was found 
to be 14 feet.” 

Portland, April 18. We have been favored by 
an arrival yesterday afternoon, with a St. John, 
(N. B.) paper, of the 12th inst. which contains some 
new regulations relative to plaster of Paris. By 
an act passed the 29th March, 1820, it is enacted 
“tli at a duty of seven shillings and six pence per 
ton he paid upon all plaster of Paris imported or 
brought into the county of Charlotte,” in that pro- 
vince. A like duty is also imposed upon all plotter 
brought into the harbor of the city of St John. 
The above duty is exacted within twenty-four hours 
alter the arrival, and before the vessel shall break 
bulk. 

It is also enacted that no plaster of Paris shall be 
landed or re-shipped in any port or place, west- 
ward of Quaco Head, on the north side of the bay 
of Fundy, excepting the harbor and county above* 
under the most severe penalty. 

From a cursory view of the restrictive measures, 
which are to continue in force three yean, it would 
appear that our provincial neighbors are willing to 


Boulding, his wife, child, sister, and brother-in-law, ’begin a work that may not in the end prove so ad- 
wero returning in a sleigh on the ice, from a visit vantageousas they would anticipate, from the ex- 
to a friend, living near trie Chippewa Bay, on the treme caution with which they have guarded the 
St. Lawrence river. They had experienced some ' several points. 
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thy of remark: there was only one vo»o in favor of J Qp*f do not know any thing of the "conitivance*” 
the bill from the representations of New iiainp- (which the Enquirer speaks of, nor why the word 
shire and Vermont, but half of the delegation from | should be quoted and marked in Italics. The arti- 
the latter were absent. The first may have been jele out of which the editor of that paper has contviv - 
influenced by an idea that the new tariff would at- ed tp make his paragraph is to be fottnd in the pre- 
fect the business of ship building; but 1 do not sent volume, page 25, in which an attempt was 
know how to account for the opposition of the re- made to shew that the progress of the slave popu- 
presentatives from the other. The manufacturing lation would be checked by the want of an increased 
interest prevailed in Massachusetts, Rhode hland, demand for the labor of slaves; and in which an opi- 
and Connecticut, though oppotvd by the conimer- nion was expressed that several slave-holding states, 
cial in the first named of these states. New- York, as well from principle as from interest, might be ex- 
New-Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware, with one pected to abolish slavery. Speaking of Missouri 
exception, unanimously supported the bill — they l said-*-“they (slaves) can not easily be profitable in 
arc grain-growing states, eminently agricultural Missouri, and the influx of a free population may 
and commercial, but happily uniting manufactures soon forbid the further introduction of slaves, even 
to those pursuits. All tlie southern states, including if the constitution now to be formed, shall admit 
Maryland from what is considered as the great such introduction — which there is some reason to_ 
middle district, were almost unanimously oppos- hope will not be the case.” 

ed to the bill, only four gentlemen from them Now, here is the fact and the reason of the matter 
voting in favor of it. Of the western states, Ken- frankly expressed, without the shadow of a “contriv- 
tucky was decidedly for it, and Ohio, Indiana and ance,” and happy will it be for Missouri if her peo- 
Illinois unanimously so* — these are also grain grow- pie, in their wisdom, shall forbid the introduction 
ing countries, raising a considerable surplus, but of slaves, to dishonor labor and check the emigra- 
also abound with household and other manu- lion of those classes of scciety which are the bone 
factures, as indeed do the western parts of Virginia and sinew of every country. 

and North Carolina. Tennessee was unanimous in Many articles which have appeared in the St. 
opposition to the bill, yet much of her wealth and Louis Enquirer , have exhibited a disposition rather 
comfort is derived from domestic industry, as ap- to fill up the country with slaves, than maintain 
plied to manufactures. It seems as if the vast bo- the right of the state to permit the holding of thenu 
dy of the people engaged in raising a surplus of I am sorry for it: I wish well to Missouri — I am 
things for the food of man, were on one side, and equally the friend ofevery state and territory in the 
those chiefly commercial, or giving their attention union, at least so far as to rejoice at the prosperity 
to the product of tobacco and cotton, on the other, and mourn for the adversity of any 9ne of them. I 
were opposed The reliance of the former is on the wish happiness to abound ever) where; and roads, 
home market ; the latter looks to a foreign demand, canals and bridges made, though, they may be sup- 
It is believed, also, by the first, that agriculture, posed to injure particular sections, because they 
manufactures and commerce arc best united toge- must accomplish a general good. In all thcslave- 
ther — the second is mainly interested in shipping, holding stales; slavery is admitted to be a great 
or in producing commodities for sale abroad; and evil -the greatest evil to which they are subject; 
apprehends that a duty levied on goods imported, and yet against this universal testimony, the result 
operates a*a tax directly upon themselves, for the of experience, the Enquirer is pleased to insinuate 
good of the domestic manufacturer, he fact, how- the suspicion of a “contrivance,” because I ex- 
ever, should be recollected, that while by extra ton- presseda hope that the people of '’issouri would 
r.age and heavy duties, we have protected the ship- profit by an attention to such testimony and expe- 
ping interest of the United States, and given advan- rience! This is ungenerous. If I had been m citizen 
tages to the growers of cotton and sugar of the of Missouri, though opposed as l am to the priori* 
most positive character, nothing has hitherto been pie and practice of slavery, 1 would have exerted 
done to protect the manufacturers, except in a few myself not a little to have badthe state admitted with' 
solitary and insignificant cases. The dutiet wider out restriction, provided 1 believed that congress 
the pretent tariff, were laid for the sole purpose of had not a right to impose it but, on the other 
raising a revenue, for the support of government. In hand, having obtained the right contended for as 
no instance, not one case perhaps, was the duty up- to the new suite, I would go quite as far to build up 
on a manufactured article so high, as European na* a constitution which should prevent the further in- 
tions impose on those fabricated by us, though troduction of slaves, and provide for the emancipa- 
they generally exclude them altogether— either to tion of the descendants of those introduced before 
encourage their own industry, or for the sake of an its establishment. I can see a very wide distinc- 
internal excise upon similar things. tion between an honorable contention for a right. 

It may, however, be noted that the immediate and an * n, P 1 °^ t * c c * erc,9e '*• 1 certainly should 
representatives from the great sea ports of Boston, l>« d**po*cd 10 PC81st an wr ^ er *° the'shady 

.Voc-IV*, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Norfolk, ?‘ de of the street, on a warm summer’s day; but bav- 
in all eight members, unanimously supported the ing resisted it, would assuredly consult my own 
bill, except Mr. Smith from Baltimore, who was ab- health and happiness by walking on that side, 
sent when the question on its third reading was 

taken. “The home of the free Notwithstanding the great 

depression of labor and the distress that so gene- 
‘ rally exists in the United States, we have much 

Missouri. The St. Jjndt Enquirer says— “Mr. reason to be thankful that so many comforts are left 
Miles has expressed a belief that the Missouri state to us, and that the evils which we suffer are within 
convention will decide against the admission of our own power to cure, by a sound economy ahddis- 
sdavery in Missouri. Several other northern papers cretion — a necessary revolution* to be sure. In our 
have expressed the same belief. Upon what do manners and habits, and perhaps also some change 
they bottom this belief? Is there any thing in the in our ntlers;-«all which is effecting or in aslate of 
wind? Any new “contrivances” to be put in opera- preparation to be effected, by personal exertion in 
tion.’* domcctic circles, or the magic iorce of the ballot, 

e 
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'without violence. These are the blessed fruits of | 
our liberal institutions. 

Contrast these with the sanguinary quasi civil 
War that rages in Ireland, the insurrection produc- 
ed by absolute misery in Scotland, and the frequent 
alarming assemblages and mobs that prevail in Eng- 
land. in the first, the ribband-men, in bodies 
sometimes 500 strong, overrun whole counties, 
conflagrating and destroying all opposed to them 
prodigal of blood and wasteful of property. In the 
second, the poor tenantry resist by arms a force 
sr-nt to expel them from their wretched hornet, by 
the lordly proprietor of the 9oil — they have no re- 
source, no place to shelter them, and seem resolv- 
ed to die on the spot on which they were born, ra- 
ther than leave it, in their miserable circumstances. 
In the third, where the labor of so many is consumed 
by the few, a degree of poverty exists among the 
productive classes which few persons in America 
have an idea of, as much pressed to live as some of us 
aeern to be— for we have no general apprehension 
of the severe domestic economy and incessant pri- 
vation, that belongs to the working people of Eng- 
land. These evils appear irremediable but by u 
revolution, to be produced by force of arms; for it 
cannot he expected that those possessed of proper- 
ty and privilege, no matter how acquired, will sur- 
' render them without a struggle. 

In Ireland, they arc banging the ribband -men by 
dozens — at the last Essex assizes, in England, 
twenty -one persons received sentence of death, and 
nt a late sessions at the Old Bailey, sentence of 
death was passed on 27 prisoners; of transportation! 
for life, oq 11; for fourteen years on 30; and for seven 
years on 62 persons. It is thus in almost all the 
counties of England. In the present organization 
of the government and state of trade, it seems ab- 
solutely necessary that something should be done 
to thjn the population; and the judges pass sen- 
tence of death, or to banish a fellow creature for 
life, with as little ceremony as they decide common 
questions at law. 


Affair of the Chesapeake. 

At a general court martial, assembled on board the 
United States ship the Chesapeake, in the har- 
bor of Norfolk, and state of Virginia, on Monday 
the fourth day of January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight, and 
continued by adjournment from day to day, until 
Monday the eighth day of February in the same 
year, 

PRESENT. 

€!apt. John Rodgers, president. 

Captains IVillinm Rainbndge, 

Hugh G, Campbell , 

Stephen Decatur, Jim, 
and John Shaw. 

Masters* Commandants 
John Smith , 
and David Porter, 

Lieuts. Joseph Tar bell, 

Jacob Joues, 

James Lawrence, and 
Charles Ludlow, 

The court, pursuant to an order from the honora- 
ble Robert Smith, secretary of the navy of the 
United States, to captain ^ohn Rodgers directed, 
bearing date on the seventh day of December, in 
the year of our lord one thousand eight hundred 
and seven, proceeded (as therein they are directed) 
to try James Barron, esq. a captain in the navy of the 
United States, upon the charges in the said war- 


>J\f embers. 


rant stated, and therein preferred against him; and 
having heard all the evidence, and the prisoner’s 
defence, and very maturely and thoroughly consi- 
dered the same, gave the following 

OPINION: 

The first charge stated against captain James 
Barron in the warrant of the hon. secretary of the 
na%'y, is in the following words: 

“For negligently performing the duty assgned 
him.” 

“SPECIFICATION’.” 

1st. “In that he did not visit the frigate Chesa- 
peake, during the period she remained m Hamp- 
ton roads, and before she proceeded to sea, as often 
as he was in duty bound to do.” 

2d. “In that when lie did visit her, he did not, as ( 
it was his buundenduty to do, examine particularly ’ 
into her stute and condition.” 

In dccidingupou this charge, the court willmake 
the following statements— 1st. It appears to the 
court, that captain James Barron did visit the fri- 
gate Chesapeake twice during th^ period she re- 
mained in Hampton Roads, and before she proceed- 
ed to sea, that is, between the 4th and 2 1st <tavs of 
June last. And as by the naval regulations, issued 
by the command of the pres dent of the United 
States, the number of visits which the commander 
of a squadron is directed to pay to the ships of Id* 
squadron or division, is left to his own discretion, 
the court is of opinion that captain Barron was 
made the judge of this subject himself— anil see.ng 
in the evidence no reasons existing at that time, to 
question the proper exercise of his discretion, in 
this respect the court are of opinion that this speci- 
fication is not proved. 

2d. It doeg not appear to the court, that when 
captain J.nncs Barron did visit the frigate Chesa- 
peake, lie examined particularly into her stute aiul 
condition. But as it has been clearly established 
by the evidence, that captain James Barron during 
this period was under the orders of the honorable 
the secretary of the navy, whereby he was appoint- 
ed a commodore or commander of a squadron, that 
by other orders derived from the same source, a 
master and commandant had been appointed to act 
as captain of this particular ship, under the said 
James Barron as commodore, and that this acting 
captain was then on board the ship, the court are 
of opinion, that it was not the bouml-n duty ofcom- 
modore Barron to examine particularly into her 
state and condition, and therefore that this second 
specification is not proved 

The omission to visit the frigate Chesapeake 
during the period she remained ’in Hampton Roads 
and before she proceeded to sea, as ofvn as he was 
in duty bound to do, and the omission when he did 
visit her, to examine particulailv into her state and 
condition, being the only circumstances averred in 
the accusation as establishing 1 his first charge, “for 
negligently performing the duty assigned him-,” 
and the court being of opinion that he did visit the 
frigate Cheasapeake as often as he was in duty 
bound to do, and that it was not his boundenduty 
to examine particularly into her state and condition, 
when be did visit her, most of course decide that 
captain James Barron is not gnilty under this first 
charge, as limited and explained by these specifica- 
tions. 

The second charge against captain Barron seated 
in the warrant of the honorable secretary of the na- 
vy, is in these words: 

“For neglect, on the probability of an engage- 
ment, to clear his ship for action.” 
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“SPECIFICATION •” 

1st. “In that ceriaiu throats on the part of some 
Commander of a British vessel of war, that lie would 
take by force, if he could not otherwise obtain them, 
certain men from on board the frigate Chesapeake 
and that such threats were known to or heard by 
the said captain James Barron, and still Ue neglect- 
ed to clear his ship for action.*’ 

2d. “In that there were various indications of a 
hostile disposition towards the frigate Chesapeake, 
exhibited by the British ship of war the Leopard, 
to wit, her putting to sea after certain signals had 
Been seen and noticed by the said James Barron, 
when there was no other vessel in sight, or any 
other object to induce her to go to sea but the Che- 
sapeake; the ports of the said ship Leopard were 
triced up, and her tompions were out a considera- 
ble time before she commenced firing upon the 
Chesapeake; and still, that, notwithstanding these 
suspicious appearances, which were seen and ob- 
served by the said James Barron, he neglected to 
Clear his ship for action.” 

3d. “In that by various manoeuvres which are 
set forth in the opinion of the court ot enquiry here- 
to annexed, the British ship of war Leopard did 
manifest an intention to (ire upon the said frigate 
Chesapeake, and still that the said James Barron 
neglected to clear his ship for action.” 

4th. “In that the said ship Leopard did approach 
the suid frigate Chesapeake, under all the appear- 
ances of being prepared for action, and still the 
said James llarron neglected to clear his ship for 
I;-:! ion.” 

5th. “In that the said James Barron did receive 
from the commanding officer of the leopard, a com- 
munication clearly intimating that, if certain men 
were not delivered up to him, he should proceed 
to use force, and still the said James Barron neglect- 
ed to clear his ship for action. ** 

6th. “In that the said James Barron did verily be- 
lieve, from the communication he received from the 
commanding officer of the said ship Leopard, that 
the said ship would fire upon the said frigate Che- 
sapeake, or take by force, if they could not be 
obtained by other means, any British deserters that 
could be found on board the Chesapeake, and still 
the said James Barron neglected to elear his ship 
for action.” 

In deriding upon this charge the court will make 
the following statement: 

1st. It does not appear to the court, that any 
threats were ever used on the part of any com- 
mander of a British vessel of war, that he would 
take by force, if he could not otherwise obtain them* 
certain men from on board the frigate Chesapeake, 
(except the threats which may be considered as 
contained in the documents hereafter referred to, 
and which constituted the subject of another speci- 
fication.)Of course it does not appear that any other 
threats were known to or heard by captain James 
Barron. The court must therefore decide that this 
first specification is not proved 

2. It appears to the court, that the British ship 
of war, the Leopard, did put to sea after certain 
signals had been seen and noticed by capt. James 
Barron. Whether any o*her vessel was then in 
sight of her, or whether she then had any other 
object to induce her to go to 9ea but the Chesa- 
peake -it is impossible from the nature of things 
that this court can now decide, nor is it necessary 
that they should decide. 

It appears to the court also, that the ports of 
the said ship Leopard were Ticcd up a considera- 
ble time before she commenced firing upon the 


Chesapeake. But when the court adverts to the 
relations between Great Britain and the United 
States at that time, to the situation of the British 
squadron which inftl been lying in Chesapeake bay 
for many months preceding this, and to the state of 
the wind ami weather at this period, the court can- 
not consider the putting to sea of one of that squad- 
ron, in consequence of signals made to her, or the 
triced up ports of a two decker, in warm weather 
and a smooth sea, as indications of a hostile dispo- 
sition towards the frigate Chesapeake, whether any 
other vessel was in sight at that time or not. 

What was the probable object of the Leopard in 
putting to sea, the history of that day enables the 
court now to .conjecture with some certainty. But 
at that time, and in her situation, there were such 
a variety of innocent objects equally probable to 
be then held in view by her, that this court cannot 
impute to captain Barron any blame whatsoever for 
not divining her real intentions at that time 

It appears to the court that the tompions of the 
Leopard were out some time before she commenced 
firing on the Chesapeake, and this the court consi- 
ders as an indication of a hostile disposition. But 
it appears to the court also, from the evidence upon 
this head, that so soon as captain Barron was inform * 
edof this fact he ordered his men to quarters, the 
court are of opinion that no part of tins second spe-* 
cificalion is proved. 

3d. This court having heard all the testimony re- 
lative to the various manoeuvres of the Leopard 
after she put to sea, must form its opinion from the 
facts established by this testimony, and not from 
the opinion of the court of enquiry, on which they 
do not consider themselves bound in any manner 
to decide. Judging of these manoeuvres from 
these facts, the court ure of opinion, that there wertf 
not intentions to fife upon the frigate Chesapeake 
manifested by the British ship of war Leopard, at 
any time before an officer of the Leopard was sent 
on board the Chesapeake; and therefore that this* 
third specification is not proved. 

4th. It does not appear to the court, that the said 
ship Leopard did approach the said frigate Chesa- 
peake, under any of the appearances of being 
prepared fof the action, and therefore the court 
are of opinion that this fourth specification is not 
proved. 

5th. It appears to the court, that captain James 
Barron did receive from the commanding officer oT 
the Leopard, a communication clearly intimating, 
that if certain men were not delivered'up to him 
lie should proceed to use force; and that the 9aid 
James Barron yet neglected to clear his ship for 
action. The court are therefore of opinion that 
this fifth specification is fully proved. 

6th. It appears to the court from part of the com- 
munications of captain James Barron, to the honors** 
ble the secretary of the navy, and from the evi- 
dence of the witnesses with whom the said James* 
Barron conversed upon the subject, that he did ve- 
rily believe, from the communication received from 
the commander of the said ship Leopard, that he 
would take by force if they could not to be obtained 
by other means, any British deserters that could be 
found on board the Chesapeake, and still that the 
said James Barron neglected to clear his ship fof 
action The court are therefore of opinion that 
this sixth specification is fully proved. 

Pari of the facts specified in the accusation as e»- 
tablishing this second charge being thu* fully prov- 
ed, and the court being of opinidn that the facts so 
proved b^ing of themselves sufficient to support this 
charge, decide, that the said James Barron is guilty 
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under this seconu Marge, “foiMicgk ctmg, on the ; thing to disapprove or censure. ! lie court are 
probability of an engagement, to clear bis ship j therefore of opinion, that this third specification is 


for action. 1 . 

The third charge against captain James Barron, 
as stated m the warrant of the honorable the se- 
cretary of the navy, is in these words, as follows: 

“For failing to encourage in his own person his 
inferior officers and men to tight courageously .” 

“SPECIFICATION.” 

1st. «ln that he did not on the first moment of an 
indication or suspicious appearance of a hostile in- 
tent on pn the part of the ship Leopard, order his 
men to quarters.” . 

3d. “In that he did not, after he was satisfied 
that an attack upon his ship would be made, use 
prompt and officer-hke measures to prepare his ship 
for battle.” 

3d. ‘In that, when he did order bis men to quar- 
ters, he did not order them as became an officer of 
the American navy.” 

4th “In that he ordered that the drum should 
desist from beating, and Mat the men should be got 
to quarters secretly, without beat of drum. 

5th. “In that, from the manner in which he or- 
dered his men to quarters, he did not evince a de- 
termination bravely to defend Lis ship.” 

6M. “In that he yvas not to his station during the 
attack aforesaid, but remained a considerable time 
at the gangway as if imploring forbearance.” 

7th. “In uilt he drew his men, or some of them, 
from their guns, to lowering down a bo.il or boats 
to send on board the attacking ship, during her at- 
tack upon him.” 

8th. “In that he ordered his first lieutenant from 
his quarters during the attack, to carry a mes- 
sage on board of the Leopard, at that time firing 
upon bin*.” 

9th. “in that during the attack he used language 
in the presence of his men calculatedjto disspirit 
them.” 

10th. “In that during the attack lie ordered Ins 
men to keep down, that they would be cut all to 
pieces.” 

In deciding upon this charge the court will make 
the following statement: 

1st. It appears to the court that captain James 
Bar. on, the first moment after he knew of an nidi 
cation or suspicious appearance of a hostile inten 


not proved. 

4th. It appears to the court, that captain James 
Barron did order Mat his men should be got to 
quarters secretly, ahd without beat of drum, which 
did begin to beat notwithstanding this order, and 
that thereupon he ordered that the drum should 
desist from beating, The court are therefore of 
opinion that this fourth specification is fully proved. 

5th. It does not appear to the court that from the 
manner in which captain James Barron ordered his 
men to quarters, he did not evince a determi- 
nation bravely to defend his ship. The court are 
of opinion that this fifth specification is not proved, 

6th. The court are not informed of any particu- 
lar station assigned to a commander during an en- 
gagement. It is generally considered that the mo^t 
proper place for him is on the upper deck, but he is 
at liberty to go and ought to go to any place where 
his presence will be of most importance. It appears 
to the court, that captain James Barron, never did 
leave his ypper deck during the attack, and the 
court are of opinion he should not have left it. It 
does appear to the court that he remained a consi- 
derable part of the time during the attack at the 
gangway, not as if imploring forbearance, but for 
necessary and proper purposes. The court are 
therefore of opinion that this sixth specification Is 
not proved. 

7th. It does not appear to the court, that rapt. 
James Barron did draw any of his men from their 
guns to lower down a boat cr boats, to send on board 
the attacking ship, during her attact upon him. The 
court are therefore of opinion, that this seventh 
specification is not proved. It docs appear to the 
court that capt. James Barron^did draw some of his 
men from other stations for this purpose, but in 
this the court sees nothing to criminate capt. Bar* 
ron, even if it were admissible to do so under this 
specification. 

8th. It does not appear to the court, that capt. 
James Barron ordered his first lieutenant from his 
quarters, during the attack to carry a message on 
board the Leopard, at that time firing upon him.— 
The court are therefore of opinion, thal this eighth 
specification is not proved. As the decision of the 
| court upon tins subject, when coupled with some 


tion on the part of the said ship Leopard, that is, » part of the evidence exhibited u» this case, prov 
aLer he knew her tom pions were out, did order his I ing that Mr. Benjamin- smith, the first lieutenant, 
men to quarters. The court are tliereture of opt- j was in a boat, may perhaps be calculated to throw 
moil, that this first specification is not proved.—- Mas some imputation upon the reputation of that young 


first specification is understood by the court to ap 
ply exclusively to the appearances exhioitedby the 
Leopard, and not to Me lettersand communications of 
her commander before stated, and w hich constitute 
the subject of another specification. 

2d. It appears to the court, that after capt. James 
Barron was satisfied that an attack upon his ship 
would be made, that is, after he received the com- 
munication from the commander of the Leopard 
above Stated, he did pot immediately use any mea- 
sures to prepare his snip for battle. The court are 
therefore of opinion, that tips second specification 
is fully proved. 

It appears to the pourt, that when capt. Jaqnes 
Barron did order his men to quarters, tie ordered 
them as became an officer of the navy. The or- 
ders given upon this occasion are staled in the next 
specification, ahd although not such a$ arc most 
frequently given, yet the situation of his ship at 
that time 'was not a common one, and in the orders 
themselves under the then existing circumstances, 
pr jn the maui.cr of giving them, tne couftsec no- 


officer, who is now dead, the epurt take this occa- 
sion to express their opinion, tliat he does not me- 
rit any such imputation. 

9th. It does not appear to the court, that capt. 
Janies Barrondid use any language in the presence 
of his men calculated to disspirit them. The court 
are therefore of opinion, that this ninth specifica- 
tion is not proved, 

10th. It dot s not appear to the cc\irt by satis- 
factory evidence, that during the attack, capt. 
Janies Barron ordered his men to keep down, that 
they would all be cut to pieces. T he court are 
therefore of opinion, that this tenth and last speci- 
fication is not proved.* The court are satisfied tliat 
some such words were uttered, but are also satis- 
fied Mat tbe words actually used were of very dif- 
ferent import, and were uttered at a time when 
they could not have produced any improper effect 
upon the crew. 

The only two specifications annexed to this 
charge, which arc proved, arc not such as in tjie 
opinion of this court establish the proposition^ that: 
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the accused “failed to encourage in his own per- 
son n s inferior officers and men to fight courage- 
\ctii>.y.” His not using immediate meusuresto pre- 
pare’ his ship for battle after he was satisfied an at- 
tack upon her would be made, was certainly great 
neglect of duty, but this does not support any 
charge against the personal spirit of capt. Barron. 
Il.s ordering that his men should be got to quar- 
ters secretly, w ithout beat of drum, and ordering 
the drum to' desist from beating when it began to 
beat contrary to his orders, so far from proving him 
deficient in courage, are considered by the court as 
strong evidences of his coolness and reflection at 
that moment. Indeed it would require very strong 
evidences to satisfy this court, that an officer who 
exposed himself at* an open gangway, tinder ahea* 
V) and close fire, who being wounded still remain- 
ed on Ins deck during the whole attack, givmghis 
orders coolly and distinctly, and who neither, by 
his wordsjor' actions, discouraged his crew or any 
part of it, could be guilty of this charge. Such the 
court are satisfied was captain James 15arron*scon- 
duct and situation and however they may tnink 
tiflus activity or judgment, they feel themselves 
bound to declare that he is not guilty under this 
third charge, “for failing to encourage in his own 
person h s inferior officers and men lo fight coura- 
geously, ** 

The fourth and last charge stated in the warrant 
of the honorable secretary of the navy against capl. 
James Barron is in these words:* 

‘‘SPF.CrFlCATIOX.*' 

1st. “In that the said ship Leopard did fire upon 
the. said frigate Chesapeake, and the said James 
llarron did fail suitably to repel said attack . ** 

2d. “in that the said frigate Chesapeake was, by 
order of the said James Barron, surrendered to the 
said ship Leopard, at a time when the injuries sus- 
tained, either on the frigate or her crew, did not 
make such surrender then necessary.*’ 

od. “In that the Hag of the said frigate Chesa- 
peake was bv order of the said James Barron struck 
to the said ship Leopard, when the guns of the said 
frigate Chesapeake were loaded.*' 

4th. “In that the flag of the said frigate Chesa- 
peake was by order of the said James Ilarron, struck 
to the said ship Leopard, at a time when the main 
deck battery of the said frigate Chesapeake was in 
n situation which w ould have enabled the return of 
a broadside in a very short time,** 

5th. “In that the flag of the said frigste Chcsa- 
pc.ike was by order of the said James Barron struck 
to the said ship Leopard, w itliont the said James 
Barron's having consulted any of his officers, as to 
whether the flag ought to be struck or not.** 

6th. “In that the flag of the said frigate Chesa- 
peake wasbv order of the said James Barron struck 
to the said ship Leopard, before a single gun of any 
kind was fire I from the said frigate Chesapeake.** 
In deciding upon this charge the court will make 
the following statements: 

1st. It appears to the court, that the said ship 
Lef'p ird did fire upon the said f rigate Chesapeake, 
and "hat her attack was not suitably repelled, The 
rrturt arc therefore of opij^ou that this first speci- 
fication is fully proved. 

2d. It appears to the court, that the flagof the 
«aid fi igate Chesapeake was, by order of the said 

* In the paper from which ire copied, this charge is 
omitted, ne beueveii to be hs foUuus : 

“For not doing his utmost to take or destroy the 
Leopard, which vessel it was his duty to encoun- 
ter” 


James ^arron struck to the said ship Leopard, at a 
time when the injuries sustained either on the said 
frigate or crew did not make such surrender then 
necessary. The court are therefore of opinion that 
this second specification is fully proved. 

3d. It appears to the court, that the flag of the 
said frigate Chesapeake was by order of the said 
James Barron struck to the said ship Leopard; 
when the guns of the said frigate were all loaded.— 
The court are therefore of opinion that this third 
specification is fully proved. 

4th. It does not appear to the court, that the 
main deck battery of the said ship Chesapeake was 
in a situation which would have enabled the return 
of a broadside in a very short time after her flag 
was struck by order of the said James Barron to 
the said ship Leopard. The court are therefore 
of opinion that this fourth specification is not prov- 
ed. . 

5th. It appears to the court, that the flag of the 
said frigate Chesapeake was by order of the said 
James Barron struck to the said ship Leopard, with- 
out the said James Barron's having consulted any 
of Ins officers, as to whether the flag ought to be 
struck or not. 'file court are therefore oil* opiuiou 
that this fifth specification is fully proved. 

6th. It appears to the court, that the flag of the 
said frigate Chesapeake was by order of the said 
James Barron struck to the said ship Leopard, be- 
fore a single gun of any kind was fired from tbe 
said frigate Chesapeake. The court are therefore 
of opinion that this sixth and last specification is 
fully proved. # 

Although all the specifications annexed to this 
charge 'one only excepted) are fully proved, yet 
the court arc of opinion that those which are prov- 
ed do not support the charge to which they arc 
annexed. The attack of the Leopard was not suita- 
bly repelled by the Chesapeake, because it appears 
to the court that, circumstanced as the two ships 
then were, boarding the Leopard would have been 
impracticable; and of course no other means of re- 
pelling her attack remained but in the use of the 
Chesapeake's guns. That all these were loaded, 
and not one of them fired before the flag of the 
Chesapeake was struck is almost certain. But yet 
it appears to the court, that captain Barron and the 
officers commanding divisions, did every thing* 
which they could do to got them fired, and that the 
colours were not struck until all reasonable hop* of 
succeeding in properly repelling the attack in this 
way was lost. The injuries sustained either in the 
Chesapeake or her crew, did not at that time make 
her surrender necessary. £apt. Bairon might have 
waited until she had received many more and grea- 
ter injuries, had lost the lives and services of many 
more of her crew, before he could have been com- 
pelled by these causes to have struck hi» flag. But 
during this interval of certain injury, he could have 
had no reasonable hope, even after he bad sustain- 
ed it, of doing anything to the annoyance of his ad- 
versary. — And in such a situation lie stands justified 
in th e opinion of the court in striking his flag without 
consulting his officers, and is a circumstance which 
this court consider of no consequence It is not 
tbe duty of a commander under auy circumstances, 
affd in the situation in which captain Barron then 
was it would have been highly improper, to con- 
sult his inferior officers as to the propriety ofhaiil- 
i g down liis colours. It is the opinion of the court 
therefore, that captain James Barron is not guifty 
under this fourth and last charge, ‘‘for not doing his 
utmost to take or destroy the Leopard, which ves- 
sel it was his duty to encounter,** as this cluu^e & 
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explained and limited by the specifications annexed 
to it. 

In giving 1 these opinions it will be perceived that 
the court have felt themselves bound to consider 
the several charges preferre d as explained and li- 
mited by the specifications annexed to them re- 
spectively. The opinion of the court, therefore, 
upon those charges of which they have acquitted 
the accused, is to be considered in no other way, 
than that he is not guilty under these charges as so 
explained and limited. No transposition of the 
specifications, or any other modification of the 
charges themselves, would alter the opinion of the 
court as to the firmness and courage of the accus- 
ed. The evidence upon this head is clear and sa- 
tisfactory. 

The court having agreed in the preceding opi- 
nions, that captain James Barron, although not 
guilty of three of the charges preferred against him, 
is nevertheless grtilty under that wherein he is ac- 
cused “for neglecting on the probability of an en- 
gagement to clear his ship for action/* do further 
agree, that the said capt. James Barron, being guil- 
ty of this charge, falls under part of the fourth ar- 
ticle of the rules and regulations for the govern- 
ment of the navy of the Unite d States, adopted by 
act of the congress of the United States, passed on 
the twenty-third day of April, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred, and entitled “An 
act for the better government of the navy of the 
United States/* and they do adjudge and sentence 
the said captain James Barron to be impended from 
all command in the navy of the United States, and 
this without pay or official emoluments, of any 
kind, for the period and term o $ Jive year] from this 
eighth day of February, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and eight. 

JOHN RODGERS, 

\VM. BAIN BRIDGE, 

HUGH G. CAMPBELL 
S TEPHEN DECATUR, jun. 
JOHN SHAW, 

JOHN SMITH, 

D. POR TER, 

JOS. TARBELL, 

J. JONES, 

JAS. LAWRENCE, 

CHARLES LUDLOW, 

Littn. W. TiZEWRLLjjH^ advocate. 

The above sentence was confirmed by the pre- 
sident of the United states. 


Foreign Articles. 

CHEAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

London data of March 13. 

The elections for members of parliament were 
going on briskly. Sir F. Burdett and M, Hobhouse 
are elected from Westminster. Cobbett was mak- 
ing an attempt to be elected from Coventry, but 
was in a “miserable minority” on the 4th day. At 
Carlisle, the military had been called in to protect 
the ministerial candidates from the fury of the “radi- 
cals/* 

Several of the European courts have gone into 
mourning for six weeks, on account of the de- 
cease of George the 3d. 

1 wo or three other persons, supposed to have 
been concerned in the late conspiracy, have been 
arrested. 

The state of Ireland becomes more and more a- 
larming — 5000 additional troops were marching for 
Galway; the whole county of Clare was under pro- 
clamation. The ribandmen are in military array, 


and nighily swear in new associates. They have 
had some rencontres with the troops, in all which 
they have been worsted. 

'The highlanders, in Ross-shire, are in a state of 
insurrection. The sheriff deputy of the county 
says it will require 500 men more, and 3 pieces of 
camion, to quell the commotioiv. At Glasgow, also, 
there had been some atrocious attacks upon the 
working people, at certain manufactories. The ri- 
oters appear to be prett) well armed with mus- 
kets and pikes. they do not seem to have any 
political object. At Colcrain, a sheriff, with 50 
special constables and a parly of militia, went to warn 
the tenants to leave some farms in the neighbor- 
hood — the people were driven to madness at being 
forcibly dispossessed of their homes, and xesisted-r 
a fight ensued; 10 of the sheriff ’s party were wound- 
ed and he was compelled to retire. 

To be in possession of a gun, except the posses- 
sor is a known loyalist, subjects a man to the 
suspicion of being a traitor in England! 

Mr. Cobbett has addressed circulars to seventy 
persons, soliciting each of them to give him ten 
pounds, to support his election at Coventry ; say- 
ing, he can do great things if made a member of 
parliament! 

The new king had been restored to his usual 
health. A proposition was said to be before the 
cabinet for settling on George IV. the hereditary 
revenues of the crown, with the droits, exceeding, 
1,600,000/ sterling, or upwards of six millions of 
do larsl 'This is a neat little sum to pay tor the ho- 
nor of having a king! 

Bsnjamin ll'est. Esq. the most distinguished his- 
torical painter i f the age, died at London on the 
lOth of March, in the 82nd year of his age. He 
was a nati- e of Pennsylvania, and though so long 
absent, always had much affection for his native 
land. 

F11AXCE. 

It has been announced in the chamber of depu- 
ties/hat France has her “radicals” and that in some 
of the departments the “most execrable joy” 
prevailed, when the assassination of the duke of 
Berri was known. 

In the chamber of peers, a petition was read 
from the mayor of Beziercs, praying the chamber 
to address the king, that he might induce his bro- 
ther, the count d’Artois, to form a matrimonial al- 
liance, in the hope of giving heirs in the direct 
line to the house of Bourbon! 

A private letter says The assassin Louvel is 
completely cased in iron; he is fastened by the legs, . 
thighs, body, elbows and wrists, with ;u» iron col- 
lar or gag, that completely prevents him from mov- 
ing his head forward. He is chained to a wall by 
iron bolts and locks, anil only permitted to sleep a 
few moments at a time, so as just enough to pre- 
vent nature from expiring! 

The Moniteur contains a royal ordonnance call- 
ing out 40,000 men, Bom the class of 1819. 

Agriculture. 'The Moniteur contains a very long 
report by Decaze, which is publishetf, as having 
been approved of by \he king, on the state of agri- 
culture iw France. It appears from this document, 
that the fostering care of the government is stcadi- 
ly, and in most instjyiccs successfully, exercised 
in promoting every branch of cultivation adapted 
to the French soil and climate. One branch, that 
of the culture of the beet root, which it was sup- 
posed would have languished on the restoration of 
the sugar colonies, is stated to be gradually but s 
firmly cxtei.dingitself, and its encouragement is re- 
commended to the government, among other con- 
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federations, on the special ground on which it was 
originally introduced, that of rendering France in- 
dependent of foreign supplies of sugar in a period 
of war. It is affirmed, that those who manufacture 
sugar from beet-root raised on their own farms, re- 
alize a profit of 25 per cent; and upon tlu» supposi- 
tion that a quantity were raised adequate to supply 
the total consumption of sugar in France, it is said 
that the refuse of the beet root would of itself suf- 
fice to fatten for the market annually 120,000 head 
of cattle. There are now about 20 beet-root sugar 
refineries in full activity. 

SPAIN. 

It appears that all the North Americans captured 
on board of patriot privateers, and confined in 
Hpar.i, have been set at liberty, in consequence of 
the general amnesty proclaimed, by the king.8ome 
of them have been dungeoned more than three 
years. 

From the Franklin Gazette.— -Extract of a letter 
to the editors, dated Madrid, M^rch 7. — “l send 
you at hazard, oy way of Gibraltar, a gazette ex- 
traordinary, published this afternoon by this go- 
vernment. The determinatipn to call the cortes has 
been pvoduced by the revolution in Gallicia, the 
disturbances in Murcia, and other movements. A 
part of the army at Ocona have sworn to the con- 
stitution, The regiment. Imperial Alexander, com- 
manded by Alexander O' Howie l* is a part of the 
force, and the count Jlnsbal left Madrid on Thurs- 
day night, secretly, to join them. Last night the 
patrolcs of the city and the guards at the palace 
were doubled. The infante Don Carlos, and some 
of the heads of the government, attended by 800 
jnen, were stationed in the Plaza Major, and all the 
disposable force of the king have slept upon their 
arms. The cause of these precautions was the be- 
lief that the stone of the constitution was to be 
raised du ring the night, or early this morning. The 
government was informed by a lapidary, that he 
had prepared a stone by the directions of some 
five or six unknown persons, who compelled him, 
lifter it was made, to inscribe upon it some appro- 
priate words. The persons, after the work was ex- 
ecuted, paid for it and carried it away. Diligent 
search has been made to discover them, but with- 
out effect. 

We are in the midst of affairs here, and expect 
to see or hear something in a short time interesting, 
if not terrible. The opinion prevails that the king 
must subscribe the constitution of 1812. Nothing 
short of that will satisfy the mass of .the army and 
of the nation.!* 

Gazette Extraordinary of , Madrid , March 9, 1820. 

lion Ferdinand VII. king, by the grape of God 
*mV the constitution of the Spanish monarchy, lias 
published the following decree; 

Having, in my decree of the 7th inst. stated my 
determination to swear to the constitution promul- 
gated in Cadiz by the general and extraordinary 
corte » in the year 1812» 1 have just sworn to the same 
i n a provisional junta, composed of persons posses- 
sing the confidence pf the city, qntil, in the carte* 
which I have made arrangements for assembling 
with reference to the said constitution, the same 
oath may be solemnly repeated, in the manner 
which that body may deem proper. The indivf. 
duals composing this junto, are the reverend father 
in Christ, cardinal de Bourbon, Archbishop of Tole- 
do, president; lieutenant general Ballesteros, rice 
president! the reverend bishop of Yaladolid; Don 
Manul Lardizabal; Don Mateo Valdemoros; Don 
Vincente Sancho, cplonel of engineers; count Ta- 
boado; D. Francisco Crespo de Tejada; D. Bernar- 


do Tarrius; ami don Ignacio Pezuella. All acta 
done by government will be in result of consulta- 
tion with this junta , and will be published with its 
consent. . Let the same bp made kqown and every 
where promptly and immediately published through- 
i out the whole kingdom. Signed and certified at 
the palace, the 9th March, 1820. 

Joseph Garcia de la Torre. 

The following order has been transmitted to the 
captain generals of the respective provinces: 

The secretary of state has transmitted me the 
following order of the date of this day: His majes- 
ty ha? determined immediately to set at liberty alj 
persons imprisoned, or detained, on account of their 
political opinions, in whatsoever part of the king- 
dom they may now be; they are at liberty to return 
to their homes, as also those who, for the same cause, 
may be at present out of the kingdom. Let this 
determination be made known to all the captaiq 
generals. All which 1 transmit to youf excellency 
fo* your governance, and with a view to its publica; 
tion and execution. God preserve your excellency 
many years. 

Madrid, March 8, 1820. 

GEUNANT. 

Frankfort, ( Oder.) Feb. 24. The grand duke of 
Mechlenberg, and the duke of Mechlenberg 3tre*» 
litz, have proclaimed the suppression of personal 
servitude. The 6th of January the same benefit 
was granted to the peasants of the Island of OesceL 
The ceremony of emancipation was preceded by 
divine service; all the coustituted authorities were 
joined to the deputies of the peasants. The mar- 
shal of the province delivered a discourse, in which 
we remarked the following passage: “All men ace 
born free, the laws alone can restrain the use of 
their liberty, arbitrary power must disappear, and 
in future it will be no merit not to have been a ty- 
rant, 

“This is the wish of Alexander, [the grand duke] 
our well beloved sovereign; this is demanded by the 
spirit of the age, that all powerful voice, which al- 
ways m:ikes itself heard. The day has arrived, 
when servitude is to be forever abolished, and 
when the first rights of humanity are to be ren- 
dered to the men whose labor and sweat procure 
for us the first necessaries of life.*' 

WEST INDIES. 

The news of the revolution in Spain wa9 receiv- 
ed with rapture in Cuba. Ml the bells were set to 
ringing at Havana — the people filled the streets 
shouting “viva la constitution,” and the soldiers 
joined them. The governor and his aids mixed 
with the crowd, and were almost crushed to death, 
says the account, by the pressure of the populace 
about them. Pipes of wine, and other good things 
were freely distributed to the soldiers and the peo- 
ple, and a general jubilee was observed. 

It appears that the governor at first hesitated— 
but the soldiers drew up in the public square and 
compelled him to proclaim the constitution, tp 
which he took the oath. He was president of the 
court martial that sentenced gen. Lacey to death, for 
no other ert ie than t-h?t of being attached to the 
constitution. 

By the late change in Spain, our fears of thp 
transfer of this in valuable island are allayed. I he 
cortes will not surrender its sovereignty; anil, with 
the present disposition of its inhabitants, the na- 
ture of their climate and means of defence, it will 
mot be an easy matter to tak£ it by force. 

Mr Armaiul, the director of the theatre at Trini^ 
dad, has been deprived of his license for ten day?, 
by the board of cubildo of that island, and sentenced 
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to a fine of fifty dollars, for having inserted in his 
piay -bills that a place in the theatre was provided 
for the reception of slaves. — Antigua Register. 

80UTU AMERICA. 

The Norfolk Herald says— rWe have received 
information, the authenticity of which cannot be 
questioned, that “ the provisional gtn*ei*nment of the 
constitutionalists , at Jslu, f the head quarters, J have 
in their Gazette, formally acknowledged the indepen- 
dence of South America” 


CONGRESS. 

IN SENATE. 

April 28. Mr. Robetis presented to the senate 
the memorial of the chamber of commerce of the 
city of Philadelphia, against an increase of the du- 
ties on imports, as proposed by the bill before con- 
gress; which was read and ordered to be printed. 

The bill authorising an allowance to J. 11. Tini- 
berlake, a purser in the navy, for losses sustained 
by him, by the desertion of some of the crew of 
the frigate United States, was taken up; and, af- 
ter a discussion of the circumstances and merits of 
the case, which continued more than uo hour, the 
question was taken on ordering the bill to a third 
f eadiug and negatived. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The bill concerning the banks of the District of 
Columbia, being the substitute adopted by the se- 
nate for the bill from the other house,, was read 
the third time and passed by the following votes 

Yeas — Messrs. Harbour, Eaton, Elliot, Gaillard, 
Horsey, Johnson, of Lou. King, of Alabama, King, 
o f N. y. Lanman, Leake, Lloyd, Otis, Pleasants, 
6mith, Stokes, Thomas, Walker, of Alabama, Wal- 
ker, of Geo. Wilson. — 19. 

Nats Messrs. Hurrill, Dana, Dickerson, John- 
son, of Ken. Lowrie, Macon, Melien, Mom I, Noble, 
Palmer, Parrott, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Trim- 
ble, Van Dyke, — 16. 

And the amendment was sent to the other house 
for concurrence. 

The rest of this d*y was chiefly spent on private 
claims and bills. 

May 1. Mr. Pleasants submitted the following re- 
solution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy, with 
the assistance of the commissioners of the navy 
board, be requested to cause to be revised the 
rules, regulations, and instructions for the naval 
service, prepared and reported under the authori- 
ty of an act of congress of the 7th of February, 1815, 
and that the same be reported to the senate during 
die first week of the next session, in order that le- 
gal provision may be made for carrying into effect 
such of them as may be considered necessary, and 
which have been found to be at variance with ex- 
isting laws. [Agreed to, next day.] 

The bill to regulate the duties op imports, and 
for other purposes, was received from the house of 
representatives, and twice read by general consent; 
and, after some conversation as to the disposition 
of the bill, it was referred to the gprpmittee of com- 
merce and manufactures. 

Several private bills were considered and passed, 
or otherwise disposed of. 

The senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business, (which occupied them a great 
part of the day. 'I After which 

The senate adjonmed. 

May »2. On motion of Mr. Dickerson , it was or- 
dered that the committee of commerce ami manu- 
factures, (to which had been referred the tariff 
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bill*) have leave to sit this day during the sitting 
of the senate. 

Mr. 'JYimbte, of Ohio, laid upon the table the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the secretary of war cause to 
be prepared and laid before the senate, at the com- 
mencement of the next session of congress, a plan 
for employing the army in making a minute and ac- 
curate survey of the inland frontier of the United 
States, together with an estimate of the additional 
expense which may be annually required for that 
object. 

2. Resolved ^ , That the secretary of the navy cause 
to be prepared and laid before the senate,’ at the 
commencement of the next sessiou of congress, a 
plan for employing the navy in completing a mi- 
nute and accurate survey of the coast of the Unit- 
ed States, together with an estimate of the addi- 
tional expenses which may be annually required 
for that object. 

3. Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury 
cause to be prepared and laid before the senate, at 
the commencement of the next session ot congress, 
a statement of the money which has been annually 
appropriated and paid, since the year 1775, for 
surveying the sea coast, bays, inlets, harbors and 
shoals, and for erecting, supplying and keeping 
in repair, light-houses, beacons and buoys, and for 
the purchase of the ground upon which the same 
may have been erected. 

Mr. Roberts presented the memorial of sundry 
merchants of Philadelphia, against an increase of 
the duties on imports. 

The bill from the other house, to “prevent the 
commanders and other officers in the naval service 
ot the United States, from accepting of any pre- 
sent, or emolument of any kind whatever, from any 
king, prince, or foreign state, and for other pur- 
poses,” was twice read by general consent, and re- 
ferred to the naval committee. 

Alter attending to several other private bills — 

The bill for the relief of Louis Joseph de Beau- 
lieu (a captain in Pulaski’s legion in the revolu- 
tionary war, praying to be placed on the pension list 
under the actot March, 18 1 8) was taken up in com- 
mittee of the whole. The bill was so amended as 
to require the petitioner to relinquish any other 
pension which he may now receive from the United 
States; and, 

On the question of ordering the bill to a third 
reading, it was decided in the negative, by yeas 
and nays — ayes 15, noes 17; so the bill was rejected; 
and, 

After the consideration of executive business, 

The senate adjourned. 

May 3 . Various reports were received— among 
which, Mr. King, of N. Y. from the committee on 
roads and canals, reported a bill to lay out the route 
and prepare the plan of a canal, estimates of ex- 
pense, &c. from Lake Erie to the navigable waters 
of the Ohio, (from the waters of Sandusky to those 
of Scioto;) which bill was twice read by general 
consent, and referred. 

On motion of Vfr. Lhyd, the senate took up the 
bill for the relief of the widow' of John Heaps, (the 
mail carrier, who w'as recently murdered,) and it 
was ordered to a third reading, nem. con. 

The senate next proceeded to the consideration 
of the report of the committee on roads and canals, 
on the bill concerning the road from Wheeling to 
the Mississippi, and canals from the Chesapeake 
to the Delaware, and from the Rariton to the De- 
laware. [The report separates the two objects, 
i and brings them before the senate in distinct bills.] 
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Considerable debate arose —finally, a motion was 
made to postpone the bill to the 1st of April next , 
(to destroy it) negatived, as follows: 

YFAS.— Messrs. Barbour, Eaton, Gaillard, King, 
of Alaoama, Leake, Macon, Otis, Pleasants, Smith, 
Walker, of Alabama, and Williams, of Tennessee 
— 11 . 

NAYS -Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, Ed- 
wards, Elliott, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, of Ken- 
tucky, King,ot New York, Lanman, Lloyd, Lowrie, 
Noble Palmer, Parrott, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, 
Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, Tichenor, Trimble, Van 
Dyke, Walker, of Georgia, Williams, of Mississip- 
pi, and Wilson. — 27. 

It was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

Mr Dickerson , from the committee of commerce 
and manufactures to which, had been referred the 
bill from the house of representatives to regulate 
the duties on imports reported the same with sun- 
dry amendments. 

The senate agreed to the resolution of the house, 
fixing the 15th of the present month as the day for 
the adjournment of the session 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
concerning invalid pensioners, and the bill was, 
without further debate, on the motion of Mr. Ro- 
bert^ postponed indefinitely, and of course rejected. 

The senate took up the bill from the other house 
in addition to the act providing for the publication 
(in newspapers^ of the laws of the United States — 
to which bill the judiciary committee of the se- 
nate, to which it had been referred, reported an 
amendment, (to leave the number of papers in 
each state to be selected for publishing the laws, 
the same as at present, (three,) and providing 
that private and local acts, and Indian treaties, shall 
not hereafter be published in the newspapers, ex- 
cepting treaties, so far as to have them published in 
the states more immediately concerned.) 

After discussion, the bill was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

Much ether business was transacted, which will 
appear hereafter, if finally acted upon — but nothing 
important occurred. 

*OU8F.Gr UF.PRKSSaTATIVES. 

Friday , April 28. Mr. JVewton, from the commit- 
tee on commerce, reported, without amendment, 
tlic bill from the senate to grant certain privileges 
to the Ocean steam ship company of New York, and 
theVdl, after some explanation of its object, by Mr. 
Newtoih was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Archer, of Mary land, submitted the following 
amendment to the rules of the house, which lies on 
the table one day of course. | 

“Every discussion on any bill, motion, or resolu- 
tion, shall terminate in five days after it shall have 
commenced. 

•«No member shall speak upon any question lon- 
ger than an hour at one time.” 

Mr. Butler, of New Hampshire, submitted the 
following resolution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee of manufactures be 
instructed to prepare and report a bill laving a du- 

ty of cents on all spirituous liquors distilled from ' 

gfllin and other domestic materials. 

The question being taken whether the house 
Vould now consider the resolution, it was decided 
in the wegafire ayes 58, noes66. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Groeme Keith 
Spence, late a purser in the navy, (allowing him 
certain discount, paid by him during the late war, 
in passing off treasury notes received from govern- 


ment,) was read the third time, and after some de 
bate on the merits of the bill, in which Mr. At* Co y 
oj> posed, and Mr. Livermore advocated its passage, 
the bill wag passed. Ayes 67, noes55^and was sent 
to the senate for concurrence. 

The house then took up the bill to regulate the 
duties on imports, and the amendments reported 
thereto by the committee of the whole house; Mr. 
Hardin's motion to postpone the bill indefinitely 
being under consideration. 

[Mr. Hardin spoke two hours, and Mr. La-unde* 
three hours, against the bill — Mr. Ai* Lane, of Del. 
spoke two hours, and Mr. Baldwin half an hour in 
support of it. Messrs. Silsbee and Simpkins also 
took some part in the debate, Mr. Parker, called for 
the previous question, but it was not sustained. At 
6 o’clock in the evening a motion to postpone the 
bill to the next session was negatived — for it 79, 
against it 92. The amendments agreed to in com- 
mittee of the whole were then concurred in by the 
house. Several proposed amendments were offer- 
ed -one only prevailed, to reduce the duty en salt 
from 25 to 20 cents, per bushel. The pr*vi*u* 
question was called for and sustained, 82 to 62; 
and— 

The previous question, “shall the main question 
be now put?” was stated accordingly, and was de- 
cided, by yeas and nays, in the affirmative— ayes 92, 
noes 71. 

The question was then at length taken on order- 
ing the bill to be engrossed and read a third time, 
and decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays; 
yeas 90, nays 69. 

[Considering this as by far the most important 
vote that has been, taken in the house of represen- 
tatives the presents! ssion, except those on the Mis- 
souri - question, we have given ourselves the trou- 
ble to make the following exhibit of it, for more 
eaay reference. Ed* Exo. 

VOX TUB BILL. 

From Massachusetts— Messrs. Adams, Dowse, 
Folger, Kendall, Kinsley, Mason, Morton, Parker, 
Sampson, Shaw— 10. 

Rhode Island— Messrs Eddy, Hazard— 2. 

Connecticut— Messrs Edwards, Moseley, Phelps, 
Russ, Stevens, Tomlinson — 6. 

Vermont — Mr. Rich — 1. 

New York — Messrs Allen, Baker, Case, Clark, De 
Witt, Fav, Ford, Gross, Guyon, Minkley, HaH, Ly- 
man, Meigs, Monell, Pitcher, Richmond, Store* 
Street, Strong, Taylor, Tompkins, Tracey, Van 
Rensellaer, Wendover, Wood— 25. 

New Jersey — Messrs Bateman, Bloomfield, Kin- 
sey, Linn, Smith, Southard— 6. 

Pennsylvania - Messrs Baldwin, Boden, Darling- 
ton, Dennison, Edwards, Forrest, Gross, Hemphill 
Hibshman, Hiester, Hostettcr, Maclay, Marchaiuk 
R. S. Moore, Murray, Patterson, Philson, Rodgers, 
Sergeant, Tarr, Wallace — 22. 

Delaware, Messrs Hall, McLane— 2. 

Maryland — Mr. Little— 1. 

Virginia — Mr. Newton — 1. 

North Carolina — Mr. Sawyer — 1. 

South CttroUna — Mr. Ervin — 1. 

Kentucky— Messrs Brown, McLane, Metcalf, 
Trimble— 4. 

Ohio -Messrs Beecher, Brash, Campbell, Her- 
rick, Itass. Sloan — 6. 

Indiana— Mr Hendricks— 1. 

Illinois— Mr. Cook— 1." 

AGAINST THK BILL. 

New Hampshire - Messrs Buffum, Blltlgr, Clag- 
gett, Livermore, Plumer— 
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Massachusetts — Messrs Cushman, Hill, Holmes, 
Nelson, Silsbee, Whitman 6. 

Counted. ut — Mr. Fdot — 1. 

Vermont — Messrs Crafts, Mallary— 2. 

Pennsylvama — Vlr. Fullerton — I . 

Maryland — Messrs Archer, Bayly, Culbreth, 
Kent, Neale— 5. 

Virginia — Messrs Alexander, Archer, Ball, Bar* 
hour, Harwell, Floyd, Johnson, McCoy, Mercer, 
Parker, II. Smith, Swearingen, Tyler, Tucker, 
'Williams — 15. 

North Carolina — Messrs Burton, Culpepper, Da- 
vidson, Edwards, Fisher, Hall, Hooks, Settle, Slo- 
cum b, Smith, Williams — 11. 

F South Carolina — Messrs Earle, Lowndes, Me 
Creery, Overstreet, Simpkins, Tucker — 6. 

Georgia — Messrs Cobb, Crawford, Cuthbert, 
Heed, Terrill — 5. 

Kentucky — Messrs Anderson, Hardin, Robert- 
son — 3. 

Tennessee — Messrs Allen, Bryan, Cannon, Cocke, 
Jones, Rhea— 6. 

Louisiana — Mr. Butler —1. 

•Mississippi — Mr. Rankin- 1. 

Alabama — Mr. Crowell— 1. 

ABSENT OS THE VOTE. 

NewKampshire — Mr. Cpham — 1. 

Massachusetts — Messrs Allen, Fuller, Lathrop, 
Lincoln— 4. 

Vermont — Messrs Meech, Richards, Strong— 3. 

Nev> York — Messrs Dickerson, Peck— 2. 

Maryland— Messrs S. Smith, Ringgold, War- 
field-3. 

Virginia — Messrs Garnett, Jones, Nelson, Pind&ll, 
Randolph, Smyth, Strother — 7. 

North Carolina— Messrs Walker— 1. 

South Carolina — Messrs Brevard, Pi nckney— 2. 

Georgia — Mr. Abbot— 1. 

Kentucky — M essrs Quarles, (resigned), Walker, 
(dec.) — 2. 

Saturday , April, 29. Mr. Williams , of N. C. rose, 
and said he should take the liberty to submit to the 
house several propositions growingout of the vote 
last evening, on the tariff bill. If that bill passed 
into a law, of which he thought there was little 
doubt, since the vote had been taken, a radical, a 
total change would be effected in the system of po- 
licy heretofore pursued. It appears to me, sir, 
that we have been happy, that we have flourished, 
in a pre-eminent degree, under the operations of 
the system so much reprobated by the friends of 
the new tariff. In lieu of a tax on consumptions, 
we must, it Beems, now resort to a system of internal 
taxation. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, ( Mr. 
Baldwin,) under whose auspices this bill was usher- 
ed into the house, and carried through with a tri- 
umphant majority, had always been favorable, if he 
was not mistaken, to a system of internal taxation. 
That gentleman voted against the repeal of the 
internal duties, when a longer continuance of them 
was manifestly unnecessary, and when the presi- 
dent had recommended their abolition. But, with- 
out the former votes of the gentleman, the whole 
of liis present project is evidence unequivocal to 
my mind, that he wishes to re-establish a system of 
internal taxation. 

The gentleman had distinctly said, that the sys- 
tem of revenue which toas now in operation, had 
been tried; that it had failed; and that we must 
change it. Mr. W. said, he was not disposed to 
think or to act with the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania; that he denied to the gentleman the force of 
his argument, founded upon the inadequacy of our 

present system. But, admitting it to be made- 

■ 


quate, Mr. W. denied the propriety or policy /of 
such a remedy as that gentleman proposed. Sir, 
said he, what is the real cause of the deficit in the 
revenue? Is the deficiency owing to any fault in 
the system itself, or does it proceed from the enor- 
mous expenditures of mone\? 1 say it boldly, and 
without fear of contradiction, that the beggared 
condition of the treasury arises from the improper 
expenditures of money, and not from any fault in 
the revenue system. The friends of the present 
revenue system have not b*-en disappointed. It 
has produced all the good they expected would 
result from it at the time it was adopted. Bui, sir, 
many heavy expenditures have since been autho- 
rized, and which were not contemplated at the pe- 
riod the system was adopted. This is the real 
cause of the insufficiency of funds in the treasury. 

No doubt a portion, and perhaps a serious por- 
tion too, of the failure arises from the present de- 
ranged state of the circulating medium; but this 
is no fault of the system; and notwithstanding all 
these embarrassments, it would have answered eve- 
ry purpose, provided the expenditures had not been 
unreasonable and improper. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, however, had uniformly opposed, 
Mr. \V. said, every effort to retrench, to economize 
and to save the public money. So far, then, as the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was concerned, the 
deficiency of revenue had been owing more to the 
course of policy pursued by him in this house, than 
to any defect in the system. The system, Mr. 
W. repeated, had not failed; it had answered 
every purpose contemplated by its friends at the 
period of its adoption. But the congress of the 
United States had failed, if there was failure any 
where. They had authorised excessive expendi- 
tures, not contemplated: Had the army been re- 
duced, as ofien proposed in this house, there would 
not now be a deficiency of money in the treasury. 
But the gentleman from Pennsylvania had opposed, 
at all times, any reduction of the military estab- 
lishment. Not only so, but the gentleman had op- 
posed every attempt to reduce the expenditures ap- 
pertaining to the army. Even the Yellow Stone 
expedition, condemned by the deliberate judg- 
ment of this house, ns not only useless and expen- 
sive, but dangerous, the gentleman supported by 
his vote. 

Mr. W. said it was a source of some little conso^ 
lation at least, that, if the tariff bill went into ope- 
ration, the army would be reduced as a matter of 
course. It wosld in that state of things, be less ne- 
cessary than it had been, and its most determined 
advocates in this house would not any longer be able 
to sustain it. In any difficulties we might calculate 
on with Spain, there appeared to be no occasion 
for the army in its present size. But thinking the 
reduction of the army would ensue, as a matter of 
course, upon the passage of the tariff bill, lie should 
not now say any thing more on the subject; nor 
had he provided any resolution specifically for that 
object. The next branch of public expenditure 
rendered wholly unnecessary, if the hill should 
pass, was the appropriation for the gradual in- 
crease of the navy. 

Sir, it is proposed that we adopt a Chinese poli- 
cy; that we shail always stay at home, and never go 
abroad. Of what use, then, can be your navy? 
The navy was created to defend your maritime 
and commercial rights. If you have no commerce 
of what use can be your navy, to defend the very 
rights which you have declared you will not exer- 
cise? Mr. W. said he would never agree to tax his 
constituents, in the first place, to support manufac 
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taring establishments; and then to support an army 
and a navy, rendered wholly useless and unneces 
sary by the policy proposed to be pursued. 

Mr. W. said, further, that, when the commercial 
interest suffers; when their rights are invaded, pe- 
titions flow in upon us; are referred to the com- 
mittee on commerce, and, by that committee, are 
duly considered. If any law is necessary to pro- 
vide for the commercial interests, the committee 
report a bill, and it is passed into a law. Thus, 
the commarcial interest is guarded and defended. 
At this session we have, also, a distinct committee 
on manufactures. The mass of petitions and docu- 
ments laid on our tables; amU above all, the bills 
reported by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, tend 
to shew the great vigilance with which the manu- 
facturing interest is guarded. Gentlemen say that 
there are, in this country, three interests, tiie agri- 
cultural, commercial, and manufacturing. And how 
liappcns it, sir, that Uic agricultural, the great lead- 
ing and substantial interest in this country, has no 
distinct committee; no organized tribunal in this 
house, to hear and determine on theijr grievances? 
If the commercial or manufacturing interests are 
affected, the cry resounds throughout the country; 
remonstrances flow in upon us; they are referred 
to committees appointed for the purpose of guard- 
ing them, and adequate remedies are provided. 
But, sir, 'when agriculture is oppressed and makes 
complaint, what tribunal is in this house, to hear 
and determine on the grievance? 

Now, I suppose agricultural petitions could not 
be referred to the committee on manufactures! The 
policy pursued by the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, who is at the head of that committee, shews you 
that agriculture can get nothing from manufac- 
tures. Let us then have a distinct and separate 
committee on agriculture, to hear and determine 
on the grievances of which that interest may com- 
plain. Sir, I wish to hear the agricultural voice of 
the country; let the fanners and planters speak. 
They constitute an interest which to all other in- 
terests, is as 10 to 1, 20 to 1, or 100 to 1. They 
are patient and long suffering, they will bear a great 
deal without murmur or complaint. But there is 
a point beyond which they cannot bear. Beyond 
that point I fear we are about to go. For the pur- 
pose therefore of having some tribunal before whom 
the agricultural interest may appear, I shall submit 
a resolution to establish a committee on that sub- 
ject. They are the majority, they have a right not 
only to be heard, but to control. Oppress them 
only a little longer, and they will rise in the majesty 
of their strength; they must and will demand suita- 
ble relief. Mr. W. concluded by offering the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were read. 

Resolved, That tne committee qf ways and means 
be instructed to report a bill, repealing any law or 
laws, making appropriations for the increase of the 
navy of the United States. 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to report a bill, calling home the 
squadron, in the Mediterranean sea. 

Mr. Williams submitted, also, the following reso- 
lution to amend the rules; which lies on the table 
one day of course; 

Resolved, That an additional standing committee 
be appointed, to be denominated “ The committee on 
agriculture 

Mr. Floyd, of Virginia, rose and said he was glad 
to see the course taken by his friend from North 
Carolina. His intention was to offer another re- 
solution, pressing the same object still farther . Mr. 
F. had no hesitation in saying, that if the pre sent 


tariff passed, from the effects he believed it would 
produce upon the country, that it would cause a 
radical change in all his opinions, as it regarded the 
army and navy of the United States. He felt it due 
to himself to say, that heretofore he had been 
freindly to the army and navy; but would rather 
dispense with both than oppress the country with 
a system of excise and taxes. He knew there wa* 
some time ago, a political party in the United 
States, who thought that method most wise and 
best, qf supporting the government, which looked 
to direct taxes; but he was not one of ti^t number 
his antipathy to that system was still the same. The 
motion, therefore, which he was about to submit, 
proceeded from a strong conviction, that, unless 
we reejuped our expenditures in this way, this op- 
pressive and ruinous system, which we are threat- 
ened with, must very shortly be brought into ope- 
ration, which will require at least eight or ten mil- 
lions annually of direct tax a sum which the com- 
munity, in times of greater prosperity, could not 
bear, and, in these times of difficulty and distress, 
cannot be paid, unless by a sacrifice of property, 
perhaps at less than a fifth of its value. 

Mr. F. believed the revenues of the country would, 

| for several years, be less and less; that each year 
would show a si ill greater deficit, until the trade of 
[ the world settled down to the proper point, which 
I the wants and situation of all would ultimately de- 
termine. Whilst a navy could be of no use to us, hav- 
ipg no commerce to protect, as wo were about to 
become a nal. jn of weavers, he could not think it 
necessary to retain that which formed so large a 
part of our expenditures. A few small vessels, to 
protect otir coasting trade, whilst they took their 
manufactures to the south, and returned with car- 
goes of cotton, might be useful; more was unneces- 
sary and burthensome, ami must in a short time 
decay, and with the tonnage of the country, disap- 
pear. 

The army, Mr. F. said, which likewise formed so 
large a portion of our expenses, could with much 
propriety be dispensed with. A few, very few, 
were necessary to take care of the fortifications 
which might be now finished, or which, by existing 
contracts or appropriation!!, may soon be so. The 
defence of every country, Mr. F. said, depended 
upon the security of a few important points, leav- 
I ingthe intermediate parts to be protected by move- 
' ments from these points; though now, he believed, 
there would be still less cause to apprehend aqy 
thing from contact with other nations, as we were 
about to become manufacturers. 

Mr. F. said, he did not see the necessity of an 
excise and direct taxes at the present time, particu- 
larly as the friends of the present measure seemed 
disposed to adopt the Chinese policy; an army and 
navy, under such circumstances, could only serve to 
remind a of what we once were. If there was war, 
or any necessity of the country, hot resulting from 
a measure of our own, at this time, knowing it to 
lead directly to a system of internal taxation, he 
would vote for a tax as high as any gentleman 
would desire, but, when no necessity, in nis opinion 
did exist, he was averse to any thing of the sort. 
The particular distresses of the country, instead of 
prompting to imposition^ upon the people, requir- 
ed in his opinion, great care and economy in the 
management of affairs, to avoid the necessity for 
any new demands. He could not see the wonderful 
benefits which were to result to this people, from 
this government, when they were made to feel 
heavy burthens to support an army and navy, which 
could have no oUier employment than protecting 
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the weavers, t his country, said Mr. F. is unlike 
muy other; all local expenditures are made by the 
states; the general government can have no sub- 
ject of expense, but such as is truly national; an ar- 
my, a navy, the civil list; the commerce of the coun- 
try in time of peace, ought, if possible, to pay that 
expense, and not harass the citizen with two sys- 
tems of taxation. If things were permitted to re- 
main, the revenue of the country, with proper eco- 
nomy, would be, as it ought to be, equal to all the 
demands upon the treasury. Mr. F. repeated, that 
»n offering this resolution, he had no feelings hos- 
tile to the army or navy, but was actuated by a de- 
sire alone to reduce the expenditures of the nation, 
that if possible thelieavy taxes with which we were 
threatened, by the friends of the tariff, might be 
avoided. He said, he had still a hope, that this bill, 
fraught with evil, which he conceived it to be, 
which he saw would inevitably pass this bouse, 
toould be arrested elsewhere. Mr. F. then sub- 
mitted the following resolution, which was, on liis 
motion, laid on the table. 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to report a bill, reducing the army of 
the United Slates to six thousand men, to consist of 
a due proportion of infantry, artillery, and rifle- 
Incn. 

The bill concerning the District banks, as amend- 
ed by the senate, was agreed to. 

The bill from the senate granting certain privi- 
leges to the OCean steam boat company of New 
York, was recommitted. 

The engrossed bill to regulate the duties on im- 
ports and tonnage, was read the third time. 

Mr. Baldwin , remarked, that it would be recol- 
lected the bounty on pickled fish exported had 
been increased in committee of the whole, in con 
sequence of'an increase of the duty on imparted 
salt — the duty on salt had subsequently been reduc- 
ed, but it had been omitted at the same time to 
tnake a corresponding change in the bounty on 
pickled fish. He presumed there could be no ob- 
jection now to make this amendment, and moved 
that the house agree thereto by general consent, 
(bv which only an amendment can be made to a 
bill in the house, on the third reading.) 

The motion was objected to, and of course fail- 
ed. 

Mr. Rhea then rose and spoke about an hour 
lgsinst the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Slocumb , of North Carolina, moved to re- 
commit the bill, with instructions to reduce the 
duty on imported iron in bars, &c. from 125 cents 
to 75 cents.' 

This motion produced a debate of considerable 
duration, touching occasionally on the general me- 
rits of the bill, as well as oh the expediency of com- 
mitting the bill for the purpose proposed. 

The motion to recommit the bill was advocated 
by Messrs. Slocumb , Pinckney, Sifsbee , Mercer , AW. 
•on, of Mass. Morton , Smith , of N. C. Livermore , 
FloytL, ffolmeo and Foot , and was opposed by Messrs. 
Kinsey. Smirk , of Md. Baldwin , Storrs , Sergeant, and 
Cron, of New York. The debate continued until 
about four o’clock, whsn it was negatived by ye*s 
and nays. — Yeas 70, nays 90. 

Mr. Foot, of Connecticut, then moved, that the 
bill be postponed until the first day of the next 
session, and followed bis motion by some general 
remarks against the hill. 

Motion lost— for postponement 78, against it 90. 
The question was thep taken on the passage of 
tbe biH. and decided in the affirmative by yeas and 
nays as follow? > 


For the passage* 91 

Against it, 78 

So the bill was pooled, and sent to thoaenate for 
concurrence. 

Mr. Rich made a motion to re-consider the vote 
by which the amendment of the senate to the Dis- 
trict banks bill was this morning agreed to; but be- 
fore the question was taken, a motion was made to 
adjourn; and, about 5 o’clock, 

The house adjourned. 

Monday , May I. Messrs. Tyler, Upbam, Jones, 
of Ya. and Barbour obtained leave of absence tor 
the rest of the session. 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition of sundry 
merchants and traders, residing in various places in 
the intenor of the state of New-York and other 
stales, praying that a duty not exceeding ten per 
centum may be imposed on all sales at auction, 
which was referred. 

Mr. Silsbee, from the committee on naval affairs, 
reported a bill to prevent the commanders, and 
other officers in the naval service of the United 
States, from accepting of any present or emolu- 
ment of any kind whatever, from any king, prince 
or foreign state, and for other purposes; which 
was twice read and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. Silsbee, from the same committee, also deliv- 
ered in the following report: 

The committee on naval affairs have, according 
to order, had under consideration a resolution di- 
recting an enquiry “into the expediency of so mo- 
difying the act establishing a board of commission- 
ers of the navy, as to make the secretary of the 
navy, for the time being, the presiding officer of 
that board; and also of so limiting the tenor of com- 
missions of the members thereof, as to secure the 
accumulating experience and talents of our naval 
commanders in that department, by a periodical ro- 
tation in office;” and submit the following report: 
The act entitled “an act to alter and amend the 
several acts for establishing a navy depaitment, by 
adding thereto a board of commissioners,” pro- 
vides that the board so constituted shall be attach- 
ed to the office of the secretary of the navy, and, un- 
der his superintendence, shall discharge all the du- 
ties therein specified; and that the record of their 
proceedings shall, at all times, be subject to his 
inspection. 

As it would be often inconvenient, and sometimes 
impracticable, for the secretary of the navy to meet 
the board of commissioners, as their presiding offi- 
cer, without neglecting other and more important 
duties, and as the secretary is, by the aforesaid act, 
already vested with a supervising aud controlling 
power of* the acts and proceedings of the board of 
commissioners, the committee do not perceive the 
necessity of such a modification of the said act 
as is contemplated by the first inquiry directed 
by the resolution^ or that the public service would 
be benefited thereby. 

The committee are the more disposed to this 
opinion from the consideration that the limits of 
jurisdiction between the secretary and the board 
seem to be perfectly understood by each, and that 
no conflicting claims exist between them on this 
subject.* 

The committee are not advised whether the reso- 
lution contemplates the secretary to be a constitu- 
ent part of the board, and at the same time posses- 
sed of the control and superintendance of its pro- 
ceedings, or merely the presiding officer, with a 
easting vote. In the latter case, the benefit to bd 
I derived from Ihp supqrtatondaape of one officer 
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over others, under distioct responsibilities, as well 
as the circumspection naturally resulting 1 from such 
responsibility, would be entirely lost* In the form- 
er case, the commissioners would be little more 
than advisory, and in that proportion, bereft of re- 
sponsibility. 

In relation to the second enquiry directed by the 
resolution, viz. “of so limiting the tenor of the mem- 
bers of the board of commissioners, as to secure the 
accumulating experience and talents of our naval 
commnnders in that department, by a periodical 
rotation in office,” the committee beg leave to re- 
mark, that the duties of the commissioners of the 
navy boqrd are not merely such as appertain to a 
mere naval officer, but extend to other and impor- 
tant subjects, with which such officers cannot be 
supposed to be familiarly acquainted; they relate 
pot only to the contracting for, and procurement of, 
all articles necessary for the armament, equipment, 
and provisioning of the public ships, but also to the 
constructing and repairing of those ships, to effec- 
tuate which objects, in the cheapest and best man- 
ner, requires a full knowledge.not only of the places 
at which materials and every thing needful for 
these purposes, can most advantageously be procur- 
ed, but also with persons in different sections of 
the country, with whom they can, with the great- 
est reliance, make their contracts. The investiga- 
tion of the committee has led them to the conclu- 
sion, that too much time has not yet been allowed 
to the nresent commissioners, to obtain that intel- 
ligence and experience which is desirable to the 
most advantageous discharge of these duties, and 
to perfect such a system in their department, as 
will unfold to their successors all the advantages of 
their labors, which, in the estimation of the com- 
mittee, have been suoh, as are honorable to them- 
selves, and highly beneficial to the public interest. 

The committee would only add, that a periodical 
rotation in office, from a given number, would pre- 
clude choice. Such a rotation, instead of “secur- 
ing the accumulating experience and talents of our 
naval commanders,” might possibly endanger the 
board with qualifications opposite from those in- 
tended. 

Under these impressions, the committee are of 
opinion, that, although occasional changes in the 
board of commissioners may, and probably would 
be productive of public benefit, yet that these 
changes may with safety be left to the discretion 
of the executive; and therefore, that it is inexpedi- 
ent, at this time, to make any modification of the 
act under which the said board of commissioners is 
established. 

And the report was ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee on the resolution from the senate 
for fixing a time for the adjournment of congress, 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject, and the house proceeded to consider 
the resolution. After discussion, the motion was 
pdstponed until Wednesday. 

The house then proceeded to the unfinished bu- 
siness. The first subject in order, was a motion, 
made on Saturday last, to reconsider the vote where- 
by the amendment of the senate to the District 
bank bill was agreed to. 

The question for re-consideration was decided in 
the negative, 63 to 54. The question is therefore 
settled in both houses of congress; and the bill, as 
it has passed, and requires only the^ignature of the 
president to become a law, is in the shape in which 
it was put by the senate. 

Cash duties on imports. The house then again re- 
solved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 


Taylor in the chair, on the bill for regulating the 
mode of collecting duties on imports, and for other 
purposes. 

'Hie motion to strike out the first section of the 
bill being under consideration — 

Messrs. M’Lean, of Ky. Baldwin and Clay, sup- 
ported— and Messrs. Smith, of Md. Settle, Benton^ 
Simkins, Rhea and Hardin, opposed the bill. 

The question was taken on Mr. Silsbee's motion 
to strike out the first section, that is, to inject the bilk 
and carried, ayes 86, noes 60. 

The question was then immediately taken to con- 
cur with the committee in striking out the first sec- 
tion of the bill, and decided as follows. 

For concurrence, 91 

Against it, 55 

Mr. Hemphill, and Mr. Hall, of Del. then obtained 
leave of absence from the service of the house. 

And the house adjourned. 

Tuesday , May 2. After transacting some business 
not necessary to notice just now. 

The house having resolved itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole, Mr. Taylor in the chair, on the 
bill for laying duties on sales at auction, the bill 
was read through. 

[The substance of this bill has already been pub- 
lished in the Rkqistkm. It proposed to levy a duty 
of 10 per cent, on the sales of imported Jiy goods, 
a small tax on groceries, Stc.] 

Che first section of the bill being under conside- 
ration — 

Mr. Baldwin, the chairman of thercommittee of 
manufactures, delivered an exposition of the views 
of the committee in reporting the bill, and the rea- 
sons by which he was induced to urge its passage. 
The system of auctions he described as a monopo- 
ly in the hands of a few persons in the large towns, 
and a fair subject for taxation. The present ope* 
ration of the sales at auction of foreign merchan- 
dize, he argued, was to displace the fair trader, by 
inundating the country with worthless goods at re- 
duced prices; and its effect had been, connected 
with other causes, to throw our commerce into the 
hands of foreigners, and bankrupt the fair Ameri- 
can merchant, at the same time that it also destroy- 
ed the occupation of the helpless but industrious 
retailer. In support of his argument, he advanced 
various facts, shewing the great extent {to which 
this auction business is carried on in the country, 
&c. 

A general debate followed. Mr. Storrs was fa- 
vorable to the principle of the bill, but thought that 
auction sales ought not to be wholly interdicted— 
he moved to strike out ten and insert 2§ per cent. 
Mr. Smith, of Md. supported the bill, and opposed 
the amendment offered by Mr. Storrs. He enter- 
ed in a general view of the pernicious effect of 
sales at auction, operating against the regular trade, 
&c. Mr. Sergeant , also opposed the amendment. 
Mr. Johnson, of Va. regarded the bill as a part of a 
system of measures, commenced by the passage of 
the bill respecting the tariff, which he was opposed 
to. Mr. Tracy opposed the bill generally, and mo- 
ved to strike out the first section. Mr. SUsbee was 
in favor of Mr. Storr*s amendment. Mr. Warfield, 
spoke against the passage of the bill in any shape— 
he thought, it would encroach upon the agricultu- 
ral interest of the country. Mr. Kinsey generally 
supported the bill, he thought it the duty of con- 
gress to support the American manufacturer nnd 
merchant. Mr. Baldwin spoke again, and support- 
ed the bill, he examined more fully the deleterious 
operation of the present system of trade,. &c. an! 
argued that anticipations of punctuality in the f r* 
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ture payment of dutie* ought not to be formed on 
the report of the secretary of the treasury on that 
subject; and that it would not be surprising >f the, 
lo>s this year, by failures, &c. should equal the los- 
ses of the thirty years preceding, or one .million of 
dollars. Mr. Johnson , of Va. replied to Mr. Baldwin. 
Mr. .1 leigs advocated the bill, and thequestion was 
then tak^n or Mr. Stores motion and negatived-* 
ayes 59, noes 72. Several motions were then made 
to change the duty from 10 to 5 per cent. &c. all 
negatived; but some changes were made in the bill. 
■Then it was moved to postpone it indefinitely — ne- 
gatived- -66 for, and 83 against it At last — 

The question was taken or ordering the bill to be 
engros^d and read a third time, and decided in the 
negative, as follows: 

YEAS.-MrtiM. Adams, Allen, ©f Ten. Bak-r, Baldwin, Bate- 
man. R 'cHt*r, Bloomtifi*. Boilen, Brown, Campbell, i a**. Clark, 
Cook, Crawford. Culbreth, Cushman, Darlington, Dowse, Ed* 
wards, of Pnu Krvin, Folg»*r, Foot,if'orre*t, Gross, of N. Y Guy- 
«n, Hackley, Hall, of Del H ndricka, Hibthman, Hill, H cut K ter, 
Kinsey, Kinsley, Little, Linn, McCreary, MeLan •, of D*l. McLean 
of K**». Ms llarj’, Mason, Meigs, H. Moore, S. Moore, Morton, 
Newton. Parker, of Maw. Patterson, Philson, Ricli, Robertson, 
Hofpn-s.’ Ross, Russ, Sampson, Sawyer, Sergeant, Shaw, Sloan, 
Smith jof N. J. Smith, of Md. Southard, Stevens, Street. Strong, 
of V£ Taylor, Tompkins, Trimble. Van Remstlaer, Wallace, 
’Wt-ndov'-r. Whitman, Wood— 72. 

NAYS.— Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Archer, of Md. Archer, 
of Va. Ball. Barbour. Ba)ly, Bryan, Buffum, Burton, Burwdl, 
Bntirr, of N. H. Butler, of Lon. Cannon, Claggett, Cobb, Cocke, 
Crafts C«Ipepp*r. Cuthbert, Dennison, Earlr,Eddy. Edwards, of 
Con. Edwards of N. C. Fisher, Floyd, Fuller. Fullerton, Garnett, 
Gross^f P**n. Hell, of N. Y. Hail, oI N. C. Hardin, Hi- Her, Holmes, 
Hooks, Johnsou, Jones, of Va. Jones, of Ten. Kent, Liv-rmore 
Lowndes, MeClay, McCoy, Mercer, M tcalf, Monell. Murray, 
Neale, Nelson, of Mass. Nelson, of Va. Overstreet. Parker, of Va. 
Pinckney, Pindall, Plumer. Rankin, Rhea, Ringgold, Settle, 
Sihher, bimkins, siocumb, Smith, of N,C. Storrs, Smug. ol N. Y* 
Swearingen, Tarr, Terrell, Tracy, Tucker, of Va. Tucker, of S* 
C, Walker, Warfield, Williams, of Va. Williams, of N. C.-77. 

So the bill was rejected. 

A motion was then made by Mr Butler , of N. H. 
that the house do reconsider this vole; but before 
deciding this question— 

At about 5 o’clock the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, May 3. The Speaker laid before the 
house, a letter from the secretary of war, transmit- 
ting a copy olthe proceedings of the court martial, 
on the trial of col. William King, of the 4 th regiment 
of Infantry, and a copy of the orders and documents 
connected therewith, communicated in obedience 
to the resolution of the 18th ultimo: which was re- 
ferred to the committee on* military affairs. 

The Speaker laul before the house also, a letter 
from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting 
sundry documents and statements, in relation to 
the receipts and expenditures of the department 
for Indian affairs, communicated in obedience to 
a resolution of this house; and the latter, &c. were 
referred to the committee on Indian affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Williams , of N. Carolina, the 
house took up and proceeded to consider the re- 
solve submitted by him on the 2l)tli ult. for the ap- 
pointment of a standing committee, to be denomi- 
nated “the committee on agriculture ,** and the resolu- 
tion was agreed to. 

Mr. Mercer moved that the house do now pro- 
ceed to consider the bill to provide for clothing the 
militia when called into the service of the United 
States; which motion was negatived. 

The bill for renewing and amending the charter 
#f the city of Washington, was ordered to be read 
m third time to-morrow. 

The house then proceeded to the consideration 
•f the senate’s resolution, proposing to fix a day for 
the adjournment of congress. 

After considerable debate, the 15th of the pre- 
sent month was fixed upon. 

The house then took up the motion, depending 
®ti yesterday's adjournment, to reconsider the vote 


rejecting the bill for laying duties on sales at auc- 
tion. 

Many motions were rn.de, which we see no use 
of detailing. Finally, Ave per cent, was fixed upon 
in lieu of the ten reported by the committee on ma- 
nufactures, and the bill was ordered to a third read- 
ing, by yeas and nays, as follows: , * 

| YEAS— Met jr». Adam*, All.-n, N. Y. Baker Bildwin, Bauman, 
Beech* r, Bloomfield, Brown. Brush, Bull- r, N/H. Campbell, Cate, 
Clagg tt, Clark, Cocke, Conk, Crnwlurd, Culbrvib, Cushman. Dar- 
lington, Dennison, Dewitt, Dickinson, Dt>wv Earle, Edwards, of 
Pa. Ervin, F*dg«*r, Foot. Ford. Forrest, Fuller, Gross, of N. Y. 
Guyoti, Hackley. Hall ofN.Y Hall, o D. I, Hendricks, Herrick, 
Hill Hostetler, June*. Tenn. Kendall, Kinsey, Licit , L iu, Lyrn m, 
McCreary, Me Lane, of Del. McLean, of Ken. Mallary, Marchand, 
Mason, Meigs, Mrfcull', K. Moure, S. Mo *re, Monell. Morton. Mur- 
ray. Newton, Parker. Mass. Patterson, Philson, Plumer. Rankin, 
Rich, RidimoMl, Rogers, Ross, Rust. Sampson, Sawyer, S recant, 
Shaw, Sloan, Smith, Smith, Md. Southard Stevens, Storrs, Street, 
Strong Vt. Tajlor, Tomlinson, Tompkins, Trimble, Van krone- 
lesr. Wallace, Wend ver. Williams, ol Va. and Wood— 93. 

NAYS— Messrs. AMwt Alexander. Anderson, Archer, of Md. 
Arch.r,ofVa- Ball, Hayly, Brevard, Bryan, Bu ft urn, Burton. But- 
ler, Lou. Cannon. Cobb, Crafts, Cruwdl, Culpepper, Cutblort, 
Eldy, Edwards, Con. Edwards. of N.C. Fisher, rulhrton. Garnett 
Grass, Penn. Hall, N. C. Hardin, Hotter. Holmes, Hooks, John- 
son, Jones, Va. Kent, Livermore, Lowndes, Maclay, McCoy. Mer- 
ced Neale, Nelson, of Mass. Nelson, Va. Ov rstmet, Parker, Va. 
Pinckney, Pindall, Rhea. Kiuggold, Settle, Smith, N. C. Strong, 

N. Y. Swearingen, Tarr, Tracy, Tucker, Va. Tucker, S. C. Wat- 

field— $8. 

And the house adjourned. 

Thursday’s proceedings. 

In the senate — The °»ly material business trans- 
acted this day, was on the tariff bill. Alter consi- 
derable debate, a motion was made by Mr. Barbour 
to postpone it until the next session, and agreed to 
by yeas and nays, A9 follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Elliott, Gaillarrl, 
Johnson, of Louisiana, King, of Alabama, Leake, 
Lloyd, Macon, Mellen. Morril, Otis, Palmer, Plea- 
sants, Smith, Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, Walker of 
Alabama, Walker, of Georgia, Williams, of Mississip- 
pi, Williams of Tennessee— 22. 

Nays— Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, Baton, 
Edwards, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, of Kentucky, 
King, of New York, Lanman, Logan, Lowrie, No- 
ble, Parrott, Roberts, (higgles, Sanford, Ttchenor, 
Trimble, Van Dyke, Wilson*- 21. 

So the bill was rejected ; and 
The senate adjourned. , 

In the house of representatives. The engrossed 
bill laying duties on certain sales at auction, was 
read the third time. 

[This bill proposes to lay a duty on all sales of 
foreign goods at auction, (except sales under judi- 
cial process, &c.)-— of one per cent, on the amount 
of sales of groceries, and that class of articles, 
and of five per cent, on the amount of sales of 
woolens, cottons, and certain other manufactured 
articles ] 

After debate, the question on the passage of the 
bill was decided by yeas and nays — for the passage 
of the bill 89; against it 61. So it was passed and 
sent to the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Smith , of Maryland, the house 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Smith of N. C. in the chair, on the bill to authorize 
the president of the U. States to borrow two m‘d- 
lions of dollars, and for other purposes. 

A long debate arose — Mr. Smith, of Maryland, 
briefly explained the several provisions of the bill, 
and announced his intention to propose, in conse- 
quence of the proposed extent of the loan, (for 
twelve years) that the interest to be paid thereon 
should he limited to five percent. [If it cannot be 
borrowed at this rate, it may be raised by a tempo- 
rary loan, at six per cent, which the bank of the 
U. States is to be authorized to lend.] 

Mr. Trimble then made a motion, to strike out 
two millions, (the proposed amount of the loan) and 
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to insert in lieu thereof five millions; and entered 
into a broad view of the state and prospect of our 
financial affairs, to shew, that a larger loan than 
two millions of dollars was necessary from the re- 
venue having been overrated, and that, if the sink- 
ing fund was left untouched, five millions would 
be little enough. If his motion succeeded, he in- 
tended of course, to move to strike out the provi- 
sion, which authorizes the application of the sur< 
plus of the sir* king fund for the present year, to the 
current expenses of the year. To separate the 
distinct questions, however, of the true amount of| 
deficit, and of the expediency of thus applying the 
sinking fund, he limited his motion for, the present 
to striking out the word tvo t leaving the amount 
blank, to he filled as the committee should think 
proper. 

Mr. Starrs followed on the same side of the ques 
tion as Mr. Trimble. Mr. Smith replied — it was 


how paid, &c. reported to the senate by the secre- 
tary of the treasury, in pursuance of a resolution 
of that body* In general, the stock appears to 
have been fairly taken, and honestly paid in — ex- 
cept of the Franklin bank, whose capital was only 
163,255 dollars, 114,830 of which was original 
paid by stock notes, and^those notes, at present, 
amount to’ the decent sura of 138,602 dollars. — 
What a pity that the name of Franklin should have 
been so abused! The capital of the Central bank is 
given at 252,995— of this $$80*981 was P ro " 
ceeds of notes discounted by the bank, and 33,458 
dollars more of the stock of the bank of the Me- 
tropolis. There is something very ingenious in 
this-thus* out of a bank fairly established on a cap- 
ital of a million, we might establish bank afffrr bank, 
adinfinitum, one after the other— so another bank 
might be made out of the Central bank, which capi- 
tal is in part a deposite of the stock of that of the 


absurd to borrow money when the surplus of the Metropolis! It is right however, to observe that 
•inking fund could not be employed for the redemp- 1 the district banks, except the Mechanics and 
tion of the public debt. Mr. Lowndes supported the 1 Franklin banks of Alexandria, take up their own 
bill, though favorable to a larger loan. Mr. Bal(hvin\ paper with that of the bank of the United States, 
Wished a loan of five millions, and deprecated a j or pay specie as required. The great disburse- 


touching of the sinkiag fund. Mr. Barbour replied 
to Mr. Baldwin — saying when the sinking fund 
coull not be appropriated to the purchase of the 
' public debt, it might be applied to ordinary pur- 
poses. 

Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Trimble both spoke in re- 
ply, the latter much at large; when 

After a session of about six hours, the oommittee 
rose; and * 

The house adjourned 


CHRONICLE. 

JVVw York, The election in this state took place 
last week. It is yet very doubtful who has been 
elected governor — he being chosen by the free hol- 
ders; but it is positively stated that a majority of | 
the assembly is opposed to the administration of Mr. 
Clinton. Whfn the returns are all at hand, we 
shall publish them by counties, as heretofore. 

A’uval. The ship of the line building at New 
York, is expected to be launched in a few days.— 
She is highly spoken of, and, it is said, will be called 
the Afew York . 

The Columbus 74, went to sea on the 27th ult. 
bound for the Mediterranean. 

A clerk in one of the banks in Philadelphia has 
absconded, though the deficiency in the monies 
confided to his honor was only ten thousand dol- 
lars! The fellow deserves credit for his modesty. 
Many defaulters, to many times this amount, have 
bravely stood it out, and nobly drank their Vine as 
usual, at home. 

Militia duty. An act was passed at the do9e of] 
the late session of the New York legislature, ex- 
empting all persons having religious scruples 
against bearing arms, from the performance of mi- 
litary duty in time of peace, without requiring from 
such persons the payment of any fine or commuta- 
tion whatever, in lieu of such service. 

Platter of Pant . An extensive bed of this valu- 
able article ha9 just been discovered on the west 
branch of the Susquehannah, near Pennsborough, 
and is sold at the quarry for g5 per ton. This is of] 
more importance to the interior of Pennsylvania 
than the discovery of a goldmine. 

District banks. We have returns of the capitals 
of the several banks in the District of Columbia, 


ments of government, and of strangers within the 
ten miles square, enables them to do this. 

To the editor of the Boston Daily Advertiser, 

Sru — In your paper of Friday, under the King- 
ston head, is a notice of the frigate Macedonian, 
said to be brought from CUagres, by the British 
sloop of war, the Saphire.* As the whole tenden- 
cy of that article is to mislead and misinform the 
public, in this country, l feel myself called upon as 
as an officer, recently from the Macedonian, to con- 
tradict those barefaced assertions, that have not 
even the shadow of truth for a foundation. In the 
first place, the Macedonian arrived at Faustina, the 
25th December, 1819, and sailed again previous to 
the 15th January, 1820. Instead of the sum of 
500,000 dollars, therein stated to be on board on 
Spanish account, there was notone half that amount, 
and that on account of Americans, , The British 
frigate Andromache, capt. Sheriff*, was not, at any 
time, at Callao, when the Macedonian was there; 
and so far from capt. Sheriff's exhibiting an unwil- 
lingness to assist in the safe conveyance of Spanish 
treasure , the Slaney s\op pf war, capt. Bryan, had 
been ordered by him, down to Lima, and had sailed 
three days previous to the Macedonian's arrival, 
with 3,000,000 of specie on board. 

Such accounts, as that from Kingston, having an 
indirect bearing on the conduct of -naval officers 
abroad, should be received with some doubt, and 
republished with great caution. The high and de- 
served popularity acquired by capt. Downes, 
throughout that whole country, may have mad© 
him somewhat the object of jealousy at Jamaica, 
and this perhaps, appeared a safe method to aim a 
shaft at him in the United States. — Between capt. 
Sheriff and capt. Downes r there existed, at all 
times, mutual good will, and a high sense of per- 
sonal respect; and every opportunity, of courtesy 
and attention, was uniformly improved and attend- 
ed to, by them both. 

The feelings that dictated that account, must 
have their origin at Kingston, Jamaica. I am, sir, 
very respectfully, JOHN PERCIVAL, 

Late second tieut . of U, S, ship Macedonian, 
Charlestown, Friday, April 23d. 


* t he substance of this intelligence was inserted 
in last Saturday's Register, page 162. 
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A supplement of eight pages accompanies this i Relations with Spain. The expected message from 
sheet, by which we have been enabled to present the president was laid before congress on Tuesday 
to our readers nearly the whole of the constitution las 1 ., and is inserted in page 191. The document* 
of the cortes. which accompanied it have their substance freely 

- ... seated in the message itself, yet we shall publish 

The prseeedings of congress, for two or three them in our next. Among the papers is, indeed, 
weeks, have been of great national interest (we a most able letter from Mr. Adams, secretary of 
wish we could say also, of national importance in slate, dated the 8th inst. 

their issue), and, of course, claimed an unusual p r It is probable that no proceedings will be had to 
tion of our room, that a history of Ihe acts of theft - change the nature oi our present relations uitii 
deral legislature might be known and preserved to Spam — at least, such is the spirit of the message, 
our readers, together with the principles and feel- and the state of our treasury is also to be attended 
ingsoftlic majority, on the great questions lately to. 

submitted for consideration. An adjournment wiil The .Yutional Jutc/Hgencer intimates that M r.ClaFt 

probably take place on Monday, as agreed upon by resolution, ior making an appropriation forthe out- 
the two houses, and we are glad of it— after which fit and salary of a minister or min sters to the Inde- 
we shall make considerable efforts, by. abstracts, pendent governments of South America (which has 
extracts or insertions in exienso , as may be re- passed the house of representatives), was consc- 
spectively necessary, to publish many valuable do- quent on the disclosure of the result of the neg« . 
cumcnis hitherto only just mentioned in the pro- ciations respecting the treaty with Spain, 
ceedings, and which the current of matter compel- 

led us to postpone. Our files are complete, and Revolutionary pension Itnv. The Intelligencer says; 
nothing shall be lost that can generally interest the A joint resolve, for suspending the operation o/ tho 
friends of this work, though the body of useful ma- act of this session for amending the revolutionary 
te rials is very tormiriable. pension law, has passed the house of represent;.'- 

tives. The proviso added to the resolve, on the 

The auction billy as will appear by a reference to motion of Mr. Fuat, authorises the president to sus- 
the proceedings of congress, has been reconsidered pend the payment of the pension of any pensioner 
and postponed t® the next session, by the house of who, in his opinion, is not entitled to a pension un- 
representatives. In the majority were some of dcr the original law, as heretofore stated, 
those who had been its best friends; but the other .. n .... - . — — — __ 

“““S' ~ »»-l Regulations fortl.nN.v,-. 

good would result from the auction bill, as amend- Report of the secietary ot the nai>, in pursuance 


«*d and alone. Jn fact, it had assumed the shape, a resolution of the senate, in relation to the 
mu! would have had the simple effect of a revenue rules, regulations, and instructions for the naval 
Bill, in favor of the United States, and against those service. [Rcwl Jan. b, referred to the commit - 
states in which duties are laid on sales at auction. tcc 0,1 niiva a " airs > and ordered Co be printed.] 
— JV avy department , Dec. 29, 1819. 

We expect soon to take some extensive views of Sir— In obedience to a resolution of the honor- 

the proceedings of congress in regard to domestic able the senate, of the 8th February last, I have thfc 
industry, and the finances; and examine also the honor to report, that, on examination of the rubs, 
state of the expenditures, and point out the neces- regulations, and instructions forthe naval service, 
sity of recurring to economy At the present, we prepared and reported under the authority of an 
must relieve our files of the documents. act of congress of the 7lh day of February, 1815, 

they are found to bo at variance with existing laws 

The next session. A bill has passed the house fix- in the following particulars; — 
ing the time for the next session of congress earlier The 14th article, under the head of navy yards, 
than usual. There is a largejquantity of unfinished places the. guard of marines, detached for the pro- 
business, and our affairs with Spain may claim atten- tection of the yard, under the command of the coni- 
tion. But — the bill is rejected in senate. mandant of the yard, in the same manner, as if on 

board a ship of war, and, of course, subjects the ma- 

Spanish constitution. We proposed first to have fines to the rules and articles for the government 
published an abstract of the constitution of the of the navy — This is conceived to be contrary to 
cortes, and had a considerable part of it in type — the act of the 11th July, 1798, establishing and or- 
but reflecting upon the importance of the docu- ganizing a marine corps, and by which act the corps 
mentin our present relations with Spain, as well on is considered as boing in addition to the military 
account of the interest of the matter itself, we have establishment: and, by a fair construction of the 4tii 
commenced its insertion at full length, to be soma section of the act, marines when doing duty on 
naged that, when the volume is bound up, there shore, are to be governed by the rules and articles 
shall not be any break in it. It is with sincere re- of war, prescribed for the military establishment 
gret we observe the imperative manner in which a of the United states. U is, however, respectfully 
national religion is established. In most other re- submitted, for consideration, whether an amend- 
spects, the constitution may be deemed a good one, ment of the law, so as to make it conform to the 


for a monarchy. 


1 rules and regulations in this respect, will not be 


Various notices of the state of things in Spain, I expedient; it might contribute to order and duo 

Ml L- r J i . l " i i 1 l 1 : . • . , . I ■ . n a 


will be found under the proper head^ 
Vol. XVUl. 14. 


subordination, to make the commandant of a yard 

' Digitized by Google - 




NILES’ REGISTER— MAY 13, 1120— NAVY REGULATIONS. 


as imiepcminnt in his yard, in all respects, as a 
captain on ooard his ship. Should this be thought 
toiiite.fere too much with the command and govern- 
ment .t tne marine corps, il is suggested .»s worthy 
of consideration, wether it would not be expedient, 
for the protection of navy yards, to substitute 
watches, to be composed of sailors selected from 
the list of pensioners, and such others as have 
distinguished themselves for integrity, sobriety 
and general good conduct, in the place of guards 
detached from the corps of marines: this would 
give i inpioy nunt to a very meritorious class of men, 
who, by their age and disabilities are rendered un- 
lit for active se.» service, it is believed that such 
protection would be not only more efficient, but 
might be provided at much less expense than at 
present. It is not intended by this suggestion lo 
intimate that the present establishment of the ma- 
rine corps should be reduced, but, on the contrary, 
if guards for the navy yards are to be detached 
from this corps, as our ships of war multiply, it will 
very soon become indispensably necessary to in- 
crease its number. 

By the 28th article of the regulations, under the 
head of purse is, the component parts of the ration 
arc different from those fixed by the act pf congress 
of the bd March 18 1, as will be seen by couipa- 
r.ng the 3d section of the act with the article above 
referred to. — Tea and sugar have been substituted 
in lieu of suet, and half the rice formerly issued. 
Svhether it wo'dd be expedient so to alter the laws 
as to make the ration conformable to the regulation, 
is respectfully submitted. 

By the actor congress of the 21st of April 1806, 
it is declared, that the officer^ when not under 
orders for actual service, shall receive no more 
than half their monthly pay; and by the third arti- 
cle ol therulesand regulations, under the head of 
full and ;.ail pay and rations, it is provided, that 
such officers shall be entitled to only half their pay 
and half their rations. — Doubts have been entertain- 
ed whether the law authorizes the allowance of 
half their rations; although I am of opinion, that a 
just interpretation of the law is in conformity with 
tlie regulation as it stands, yet, it is submitted 
w bethel, tor the purpose of removing all doubt, 
it is not expedient to make ihelaw more expressive. 

-These are tlie only instances in which I have dis- 
covered the rules and regulations at variance with 
existing laws. By the resolution of the honorable 
the senate, 1 am also required to report, whether, 
in my opinion, any further legislative provision is 
necessary to give force an\ effect to these rules 
and regulations. By the act of the 7th February, ! 
1815, tne commissioners of the navy, with the con- 1 
sent of the secretary of the navy, were required to 
pr pare such rules and regulations as should be ne- 
teasary for securing an uniformity in the several 
classes of vessels and their equipments, and for re- 
pairing and refitting them, and for securing respon- 
sib.hty in the subordinate officers and agents. 
Which regulations, when approved by the presi- 
dent, the act declares, sha l be respected and obey- 
ed until altered and revoked by the same authority. 
So far as the rules relate to the subjects upon 
which they were to be prepared, as specified in the 
act aforesaid, they ipay he binding and operative 
without any further legislative provision. But it 
will be perceived, from an examination of the rules 
and regulations, that many of them relate to subjects 
not enumerated, or coming within the purview of 
tlie act under winch thev Were prepart d; in which 
cases they have not the force and effect of laws, and 
farther legislative provision is necessary to give 


them such effect. It is believed, that some addb 
tionsto these r gulations might be advantageously 
made, and it is respectfully suggt sted, that they be 
revised and reported to congress, and, whr n adopt- 
ed, expressly made by law, i ule* and regulations for 
the government of the ntivy of the United State*. 

By the resolution I am also required to report 
any oilnr provisions, which I may deem proper, 
forthe more perfect administration of the navaUer- 
vicc. 

Believing H to fall within the scope of the resolu- 
tion. I would respectfully suggest the propriety of 
making some additional grades in the rank of naval 
officers. The rank of captain is now the highest 
grade in the navy recognized by law; and hereto- 
fore, during the infancy of our navy, and whilst we 
had no vessels of a higher class than frigates, and 
the number of captains small, it was, perhaps as 
high a grade as the good of the service required. It 
is, however believed, that, from the addition both 
to the number and class of our public ships, and 
from '-’bat may reasonably be anticipated to be the 
situation of our navy in the course of a few years, 
both justice and policy require some higher grades 
of office According to the relative rank as now es- 
tablished between the military and naval officers, a 
captain in the navy only ranks with a colonel in the 
army. This is thought to be contrary to sound po- 
licy and the good of the service. Th importance 
of rank, both in the military and naval service , will 
readily occur to all in any degree acquainted with 
either. It is therefore respccfully suggested, that 
the grades of commodore and rear admiral be estab- 
lished by law; this, it is confidently believed, would 
essentially contribute (if not absolutely necessary) 
to due subordination and discipline. In a fleet or 
squadron, when the different vessels may be com- 
manded by officers of the same grade, and their re- 
lative rank, and even thatofthe commander, known 
only by the dates of their commissions, there will 
not be that respect and subordination observed, 
that are essential to order and harmony. Should 
the increased expense be deemed an objection at 
the present time, let the number of officers to be 
appointed be few; and, indeed, the establishment of 
these grades is considered so essential to the pros- 
perity of the navy, that it is an object deserving at- 
tention, should there be no additional compensation 
| allowed. 

I I would further beg leave to suggest the pro- 
1 priety of some amendment of the laws relative to 
! the surgeons of the navy; it would be desirable to 
to establish grades in this class of officers also; at all 
! events, justice and sound policy require a gradation 
in their pay and emoluments; the compensation 
ought to be, in some measure, regulated by the im- 
portance of the station in which they are placet^ 
and the talents and qualifications req tired for the 
due and faithful discharge of the duty imposed. 
Whether the compensation now allowed is sufficient 
to call into the service the talents and learnings 
which its importance demands, is respectfully sub- 
mitted. A division of the officers into classes, ac- 
cording to the rate of the vessel in which they shall 
serve, is thought would be beneficial, and is sug- 
gested for consideration: and this would afford a 
just standard by which to regulate their pay. The 
designation of some officer to be placed at the head 
of this class of officers, and who should have the 
immediate superintendance of this branch of the 
service, under regulations for that purpose to be 
eslablis ed, is believed would contribute much to 
the benefit of the service. 

The rules and regulations recognize and assign 
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particular duties to several officers not known in 
the law; such as surgeons of the fleet, hospital sur- 
geons, and medical purveyors; although this is con- 
sidered fit, and proper, and beneficial to the service, 
yet some legal provision is necessary to give such 
officers the rank and authority contemplated by 
the regulations. These, and many other subjects 
in relation to this class of officers, the details of 
which could not with porpriety be embraced in this 
report, seem to require attention and legal pro- 
vision. 


All which is respectfully submitted* 

SMITH THOMPSON. 
The hon . the president of the senate. 


And if to amount of resour- 
cetof 2,614,711 88 

I* added on the value of the 

Sn* 1,668,800 00 

to make double the pre- 
sent low estimate, 

This amount will be §4,283,511 88 

It seems but reasonable to anticipate the above 
increase in value of this property, from the natural 
growth of the city, under the fostering care of the 
| government. * 

If this expectation should . be realized, it will an. 
pear that the public buildings have been erected 
trora tJie proceeds of property created by locating 
| the seat ot government in this place, and that a fund 
will remain to r (\irther improvements. 


Public Buildings. 

We have j an additional report of the committee! For the centre building of the canitol i«n non 
on the public buildings, preaented to the house of dob. were appropriated in Anril 1818- 

SSS5 ««8» evsrsbs ± 

, , , $788,071 08 has cost nearly $73,000. 9 

“saarwss ^ 

1,214,291 94 walls, gates, &c. and of graduating and improving 

tile suuare. sii.r#» Anvil uu& ‘ . 13 


additional 

executive 


Erecting two 
buildings for 
offices 

Repairs on wings of capitol 

to January, 1820 679,159 14 

Do. the president’s house 246,490 00 

the public offices 68,3 1 7 09 

Contingent expenses 15,673 02 


191,671 08 


- o » — vr. gmuurtwii^ iuiu improving 

iS^gasr" **“ — w’ 

I he incidental expenses for keeping the wresi. 
dents house and its appurtenances in repair, during 
the year is estimated at gl,100. 6 

The whole amount appropriated for the repairs 
of the capitol and the presidents house, the repairs 
i «. a,l( * er *' ct,on °f executive offices, and towards the 

1*009,639 25 centre building of the capitol, including a//thc ap- 
«rTT77:~ P u ^ e fi na »ces, amounts to $1,493,847, and there is 

-ff/nwmen* of r^oitrceo for Acting p,*Uc’b«mngo in datel arefrom' FebfhTlsiTtoJanuiS^ 'FuXhZ 


the city of Washington 
Donation from the state of 
Virginia in 1791, towards 
public buildings $120,000 00 

Donation from the state of 
Maryland 72,000 00 

Amount of sales of public 
lots to January l, 1820 706,811 88 


Valuation of public property, viz:— 
5,155 building lots for sale, 
at $180, the average price 
of former sales 927,900 00 

542 acres of ground reserv- 
ed for use of United States, 
at same rate 740,000 00 

Amid and free st >nc quarries, 

wharves and water lots 48,000 00 


►898,811 88 


elusive. 

HO^SE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 

^Tuesday, March 21/ 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

Mr. Meigs, from a committee, delivered in the 
following report; 

1 he committee on the expenditures upon the pub- 
lic buildings, respectfully report* 

That they have, in pursuance of their duty gene- 
rally, and in obedience to the resolution of the 
house of representatives, requiring the committee 
to ascertain whether the expenses upon the public 
buildings cannot be lessened, without arresting 
their progress, made such enquiries as seemed to 
the committee necessary to attain the requisite in- 
formation. That the paper anneked marked A 
containing an account ofthe expenditures from the 
1 )th of February, 1815, to the 1st of January, 1820. 
1,715,900 00 was, at the request of the committee, rendered to 

*77 TITii r» r *i r by S ^ 1 Lane * oommiaaioner of public 
.. - . . . B*»614»711 88 buddings. 1 his statement exhibits an expenditure 

From the foregoing statement, it appear, that the of 1.491,363 dollars and 24 cents, of whidi n. w 
donations and actual salevogether with the pub- one million of dollars was expended m 
lie lands, at a veiy hrw intimation, will more than 'the damage done by the enemy in 1K14 ThlT^ 
s b e ttiL th -!‘ m0Unt ° feX P endimreat *• P er annexed, marh^ B al^^ndc^l by 
niitifvPhiliintK. , , from the commissioner, exhibits a view of the : twtal 

B«£ if we add to the amount expended expenditurea upon the public buildings in the city 

w-l ^L ii , . 2,415,602 27 of Washington, from the commencement to the 1 st 

The probable expense of the centre of of January. 1820; and also a view of the value and 

Jhe «p,tol, and completing the nroceed, of the public land, in the d.,t, let of £ 

^ 800,000 00 lumbia. The latter statement is exhibited, in order 

,pa _ house of representatives may know (he 

rhe amount Will be $0,215,602 27 just relation of the national expenditures upon edi- ' 
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fici s in tne district, to the national acquisitions in 
the same. According to this view it appears, that 
the valuation of the public lands, and actual amount 
of sales, added to donations from the states of Vir 
ginia and Maryland, exceed the national expendi- 
tures upon public buildings within the district, by 
nearly 400, «)00 dollars. 

The committee, having obtained this general in- 
formation relative to the suuject of their appoint- 
ment, proceeded to ascertain, so far us was in their 
power, the relative prices of materials, and wages 
of artists and laborers, at different periods, during 
the progress of the works done in the district, and 
present a table thereof, which is annexed, marked 
C. also a letter from the commissioner of the pub- 
lic building*, with another table, marked D. in 
whieh the estimate of prices of materials is not made 
for 182U, but it is stated that these are reduced, 
particularly the price of brick. The wages of 
workmen are here estimated much lower than they 
have been in former y eai s, as will appear on examin- 
ing the same. 

v It does not appear to the committee that lower 
wages than those exhibited for 182U, can be expect- 
ed in this district; and the committee believe that 
the commissioner has used every exertion in his 
power to regulate these expenditures, by similar 
expenses, in Baltimore, Philadelphia and Ne w York, 
and has obtained workmen and materials upon as 
good terms as could reasonably be expected, when 
it is considered that many of the workmen, and 
some of tire materials are not to be obtained, ex- 
cept from distant parts of the country. 

The committee have endeavored to make them- 
selves acquainted with the general character of the 
work, which is designed to be bestowed upon the 
centre building of the capitol and it appears to them 
that it cannot properly be conducted with less at- 
tention to ornament than is designed, without injury 
to that fitness of parts which becomes a whole, and 
they are pleased to find that the principal ornament 
of this centre work will consist not of expensive 
sculpture, but of its simple form, the Rotunda. The 
committee think proper to suggest to the house, 
however, that, as it is contemplated to form the 
dome of the centre of brick work in imitation of 
the Pantheon at Rome, and as such work will, when 
added to the great weight of the edifice, require the 
most serious attention to the foundations of the 
whole edifice to secure its safety; and as from- the 
examination which the committee have had occa- 
sion to make, they feel convinced that these foun- 
dations require attention, that it is worthy the con- 
sideration of the house, whether effectual means 
should not be taken to give peifect security, espe- 
cially on the westerly side of the edifice, by means 
of walls of sufficient weight and compactness to 
counteract the apparent tendency of damage to the 
capitol in that direction. 

This consideration ought to precede the execu- 
tion of the massive work, which is destined to com- 
plete the centre building. 

The latter suggestion may not appear to fall pre- 
cisely within the bounds of duty prescribed to the 
committee, but os the prevention of damage to the 
public building will be a saving of expense iff the 
end, they have thought it not proper to omit it. 

It appears to the committee desirable that the 
capitol should be' finished as soon a a may be conve- 
niently done, with regard to the goodness of the 
work. It is evident that the unfinished parts are 
Injured every winter by that exposure to the .wea- 
ther, which they seem unavoidably to sustain. And 
the prosecution of the work ought to be encouraged 
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by the reflection that thfe national acquisition inth® 
district, approaches so nearly its expenditures, that 
it may be presumed the total expenditures will not 
(w hen the capitol shall be finished) much, if at all, 
exceed the acquisition, and would not have equal- 
led it, unless that expenditure had been swelled 
one million, by the ruthless Vandalism of the ene- 
my, who applied the torch of destruction to the first 
hational ornaments he approached. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

The report was ordered to lie on the table. 


Foreign Articles. 

THE “HOLT ALLIANCE ’* 

A Vienna article of March 8, says: — It is confi- 
dently said, that Austria and Prussia have issued an 
ultimatum, in which they have declared that they 
have decided (in concert with the ministers of seve- 
ral other courts,) to establish, without delay, an 
army of observation of 40, 000 men, half Austrians,and 
halt Prussians, upon the Rhine, firom Wesel to Mly- 
e'nce. This army is to be doublet! on the firs* alarm; 
is to be always ready to take the fieki, and the ex- 
pense of it to be divided amongst the confederated 
powers. It may be considered as the advanced 
guard of the army of the ‘holy alliance/ and per- 
haps the report of the expected arrivaLcf its com- 
mander in chief (duke of Wellington) upon the 
continent, is not without foundation. 

6 HEAT BRITAIN AND llIKLAND. 

London date s Ho Jlpril 1, inclusive. 

Stocks, March 29 — 3 per cent, consols G8 1-2 5 8. 
U- States 3 per cents 66 to 66$. 

A semi-annual dividend of five per cent, was de- 
dared by the bank of Englaml, March 16. 

Letters have been received from the queen, flitt- 
ed at Rome. She is indignant at the omission of 
her name in the liturgy — a charitable act of her hus- 
band and bis obedient priests, to deprive her of the 
benefit of the prayers of the people, if there is any 
benefit in them. She is about to return to Eng- 
land, and has ordered persons to meet her at Calais. 

The king has conferred the dignity of baronet on 
Walter Scott. 

Gen. Grosvenor, the ministerial candidate at Ches- 
ter, having in his coach Widely attempted to pass a 
crowd of his opponents who happened to be on the 
bridge over the Dec, by which many were injured, 
the inotf, having cut the traces and loosened the 
horst s, proceeded to throw the coach and its con- 
tents into the river! i lie general luckily escaped* 
but his coach was cast over and flashed to pieces. 

Mr. Hunt, and four associates, have been found 
guilty, after a laborious and patient investigation 
of their cas«r of ten days, in a county to which the 
defendants had removed the cause. — The words of 
the recorded verdict were as follows-. “Guitty of 
assembling with nn awful banner* an unlawful meet • 
ingy for the purpose of exciting discontent and disaf- 
fection in the minds of the lit ge subject.- of our so- 
vereign lord the king, against the government and 
constitution of this ream as by law established, and of 
attending the meeting.'* He was escorted through 
Leeds in the evening bv about 30,00o of his friends 
among »he people — 20.0o0 of whom carried torches. 

Sir Francis Runlet has also received his trial at 
Lieccster, for a libel of the government, contained 
in his famous letter upon the unfortunate affair at 
Manchester; and also of "he* ng a malicious and ill 
disposed person, unlawfully and maliciously devis- 
ing and intending to raise and excite discontent and 
sedition among the people/’ 

it is understood, that a motion will be made next 
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term, for getting aside the verdict against sir F. j li appears that gen Freyre visited Cadiz on tl»e 8th, 


Burdett, on the ground of a mis-finding by the jury 
as to tlie place of publication. 

True bills f r high treason and murder, have 
been found against Thistle wood and his associates. 

Great election/ Mr. G. C. Antrobus, at present 
a resident at Washington City and charge des af 
fai:s for Great Britain, has been elected a member 
of parliament for the borough of Aldborough, after 
a spirited opposition! Mr Antrobus and the per- 
son put up with him, had forty votes — their oppo- 
nents, seven; total number f votes to make two 
members of parliament, 47, or 23 J a piece. This, 
however, is a stput poll, compared with some 
others.. 

Electioneering/ A singular advertisement has 
appeared imthe Lincoln Mercury, signed H. Man- 
ners, requesting the electors of Grantham to elect 
Mr. F Manners to parliament, in the place of sir 
W. E. Wilby, who declines. The reasons set forth 
by Mr. II. Manners, why he wishes Mr. F. Manners 
elected, in, that “an artful, profligate, infamous 
married woman,” has eloped with him to Marseil- 
les, and if elected, the speaker’s warrant on a call 
from the house, would be the means of restoring 
him to his anxious friends! On such national 
grounds, says the County Chronicle, the people of! 
Grantham can certainly do nothing less than elect 
Jiim. 

FRANCE. 

Politics run high at Paris— discussions aro very 
free. An aepount says — 

I* “Since the assassination of the duke de Berri, par- 
ty spirit runs high in Paris. No conversation un- 
connected with politics is listened to The slight- 
est difference of opinion suffices to interrupt friend- 
ships of ancient date. In the departments, the fer- 
mentation is said to be yet more alarming. Much 
prudence and energy have bjaen requisite to pre- 
vent an explosion ” 

A letter from Bordeaux, dated March 18, says— 
“1 send you the newspapers, from which you will 
perceive that we ar«- about to be deprived of the 
liberty of press ami person — Party spirit is very 
high— one of our newspapers, the Tribune, iq the 
opprs tion, was burnt ai the theatre on Sunday night, 
and there have been several duels in consequence.” 

' The London Morning Chronicle states, that the 
situation of France, at this moment is truly alarm- 
ing, and that numerous arrests have taken place 
»t Paris. Thp Mitierve, edited by Everett e du Mou- 
lin, concludes a paragraph as follows; “Let u^ be 
on our guard! 'The Censure is preparing its scis- 
sors; the gaolers are opening their dungeons; let 
us hasten — but not despair! It is not yet twenty 
days, since in a neighboring country, the Inquisi- 
tion, the Jesuits, despotism, torture, and scaffolds 
were in permanent force. 'They are destroyed- 
Liberty has recovered its empire beyond the Pyre- 
nees— it has gone to sleep in France, but its sacred 
fire is not extinct. It will be rekindled. 

SPAIN. 

By a late arrival at Bostonfrom Malaga, we learn 
that the ministry in Spain had been entirely chang- 
ed and constitutionalists appointed. 'The officers, 
civil and military throughout the kingdom, with 
few exceptions, had been removed, ami constitu 
tionalists appointed. 'The membeis of the corles 
of 1812 were collecting, and expresses had beep 

nt to several at a distance, requiring their attend 
anceat age-nerd assembly, to be holden at Madrid 
as soon as possible. 

On the 9lh ami 10th of March, a massacre of a 

cf i!ie inhabitants of Cadiz look place. 


when the people called for the constitution, and 
he promised it should be proclaimed on the follow- 
ing day. Accordingly, the inhabitants assembled 
in a large public square for the purpose, when the 
troops of the garrison, (who had been joined by a 
number of deserters from lsla) fired upon them, and 
between seven and eight hundred mere killed , and 
from eleven to twelve hundred wounded! This caused 
gr at commotion for a while, but all was quiet when 
our informant left there. The constitution was fi- 
nally proclaimed in Cadiz, 21st March, in the even- , 
i ng. 

The Mercantile Diara of Cadiz, March 21, con- 
tains a statement of the killed and wounded in that 
city in the affair of the 10th of March, as follows— 
killed, men, 371; women, 36; children, 29— total, 
436. Wounded, still in the hospitals, 90; besides 
many who are at their own houses. 

Gen. Freyre disavows a participation in the 
massacre at Cadiz — he said it was the effect of the 
“indiscrete ardor of the troops ” We have an inte- 
resting letter in the Aurora of Saturday Iasi, dated 
at Cadiz, \farch 17, by which it appears that the 
people were murdered without object, except to 
gratify a lust of blood — they were fired upon with- 
out the least warning. The constitution had not 
been proclaimed at Cadiz on the 17th, and the peo- 
ple were so incensed that it was thought they 
would cast out the royal assassins before it took 
place. The houses were chiefly shut up and eveiy 
thing was gloomy. When the news of the massa- 
cre reached Seville, the people assumed the pow- 
ers of the city and displaced Ferdinand's officers. 

In the contest between the royal and revolution- 
ary forces at Malaga, Feb. 19 — 69 or 70 were killed 
and wouuded. 

A plot, to bring about a counter-revolution was 
discovered in Madrid, 10th March; and several per- 
sons concerned in it were arrested and imprisoned. 

The duke del Iufantado had resigned his employ- 
ments. 

The garrison of Madrid took the oath to the king 
and constitution on the 10th of March. It is stated 
that the liberty of the press has been re-established 
by the provisional junta. The cortes were to as- 
semble on the 15th of May. The amnesty extends 
to those Spaniards who are out of the kingdom, as 
well as those within it, on account of political opi- 
nions. 

Mina, Peon, &c. have dissolved their corps 
of patriots — considering the revolution as complet- 
ed. 

It is reported that Ferdinand is unpopular in 
Spain— and a change of the dynasty is expected— 
or, the establishment of a republic. 

A letter says, “the jails and dungeons, are alrea- 
dy lightened of their burthens, (prisoners of church 
and state,) and thousands are restored to the bo- 
soms of their families ” 

A Madrid article says: — Every day there comes 
forth from the JuqgeQnsofthe inquisition, soldiers 
and citizens, whom public opinion and gratitude re- 
place at the head of the government and the tribiu 
nal9. We are astonished that a handful of subal- 
tern tyrants had so long the power of prosecuting 
the men whom all Spain revere. 

Before the late revolution, Spanish ^exchequer 
Bills C vules veidc* 1 were at a discount of 86 per 
cent, and even con* not be negociated at this rate *- 
bht immediately after the constitution was pro- 
claimed, they rose to 72. 

The decree of the king for convoking the cortes* 
was signed in the old fashioned and modal manner 
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of “i thk kixo.” Tlie people assembled and 
compelled the printer to issue it according to the 
formula of the constitution, to be signed with the 
king’s name. Those copies that had been issued 
otherwise were burnt in the street. The people 
also required the printer to change the designation 
o i' royal printer to that of national printer. 

The election of members to the cortes for the 
city of Cadiz, was to take place about the 22d or 
23d of March. 

Ml the foreign ambassadors have been changed, 
except Mr, Vives to the United States. 

The king of Spain has named the duke de Frias, 
ambasadorto London, vice the duke of San Carlos; 
the duke del Parque, to Paris, vice the duke de 
Fcrnan-Nunez; don Luis de Onis, to Naples, vice 
d*>?; Pedro Labrador; count de Terenor, to Prussia, 
vice don Pascaul Vallejo; don Manuel Gonzalez Sal 
mon, to Russia; don Joaet Maria dc Pondo, const! 1 
general to Lisbon. 

1 he most friendly sentiments for the U. States 
are expressed by the constitutionalists, ahd it is 
thoiignl no difficulty in the negociation would be 
caused by this party. 

. Abolition of the inquisition — royal decree , "Consi- 
dering that the tribunal of the inquisition is incom- 
patible with the constitution of the Spanish monar- 
chy promulgated at Cadiz in 1812, and that on that 
account the cortcs suppressed it by decree of the 
22d February, 1813; after mature and long reflec- 
tion, and advising with the junta established by my 
decree of this day, and in oonfbrmitv with its opi- 
nion, 1 have ordered this tribunal shall be suppres- 
sed throughout the monarchy, and by consequence, 
tlie counoil of the supreme inquisition, and that all 
persons who may be found in its prisons, for politi- 
cal or religious opinions, shall instantly be set at li- 
berty referring to the rev. bishops the cognizance of 
the latter causes, in their respective dioceses, in or- 
der that they may inquire into the same and decide 
' thereon, conforming exactly to the aforesaid decree 
of the extraordinary cortes. — At the palace, this 9th 
March, 1820 ” 

Madritl , March \5th,—‘ The affair of the cession of 
the Floridas, is now suspended for a long time — the 
constitution expressly deolares, that “the king can- 
not alienate, cede, or exchange any province, town, 
borough or village, nor any part, however small, of 
the Spanish territory,” It specifies the principal 
parts of tliat territory, and expressly names the two 
Floridas. 

sotrrii ixntcA. 

✓ The first vessel which has reached the United 
Slates Under the Columbian flag, arrived at Phila- 
, dclphh on the 8th inst. The republic of Colum- 
bia is comprised of Venezuela, New Grenada, and 
Quito. The flag has three stripes, blue, red and 
yellow, with three stars, representing the three 
grand departments, in the ground or field. 

Rio de )e Hache has been captured by Brion’s 
squadron, with inconsiderable loss. 

The paper of Buenos Ayres was at 75 per oent. 
discount. 

From Venezuela . We have late accounts from 
Angostura, stating that a bloody action took place 
between Paez and the royal general Morales, near 
C;dab<>za, The army of the latter was 5000 strong, 
tuid every man was either killed, wounded, or taken 
prisoner. 

Fi'om Buenos Ayres. We >ave no later accounts, 
but some additional particulars It appears proba- 
ble that a complete revolution was about to be ef- 
fected, which* it seems generally believed, would 
ije ^miaeitUy beneficial “to the peoplej” and espe- 


I dally so in promoting union among the provinces. 

| Artigas, Ramirez and Carrera, would be at the head 
of the new order of things. No three persons are 
perhaps, more capable of* bringing the different in- 
terests of the people together. Our last accounts 
dated Feb. 14, say that Buenos Ayres had been 
formally surrendered to Carrera — adding, “It i» not 
yet known what arrangements have been made; but 
it is the general opinion that the confederate sys- 
tem will be adopted, and the capital removed to a 
more eentr&l part of the country, (perhaps to Santa 
Fe,) and Buenos Ayres will only be considered as 
a province." 


CONGRESS. 

1U SEX ATX. 

May 5. Mr. Macon Kid on the table the follow- 1 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, 'That authority ought to be vested in 
the secretary of the treasury department, to exa- 
mine and finally settle all such equitable claims as 
cannot, according to the rules and regulations of 
die department, be now settled. 

The senate took up the amendments of the other 
house to the hill providing for clothing the army in 
dome stic manufactures. 

On motion, the first and second amendments-*-* 
providing, first, that the preference shall be given 
to domestic fabrics, if not exceeding five per cent, 
more than foreign; and, seoondly, that public no- 
tice shall be given of the supplies wanted— were 
disagreed to; and the third amendment, extending 
the provisions of the bill to the marine corps, wtfs 
agreed to by the senate. 

> Many bills, (not of a general nature) were passed 
or otherwise disposed of. 

The fenate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to limit the t£rm of office of certain disbursing ai\d 
other officers of the government; and, the bill hav- 
ing been further amended, 

The question was taken on ordering the bMl 
to be engrossed and read a third time, and decided 
in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs. Barbour, Burrill, Dana, Dicker- 
son, Eaton, Elliott, Gaillard, Horsey, Hunter, John- 
son, of Lou. King, of N. Y. Lanman, Leake, Low- 
rie, Macon, Mellen, Noble, Otis, Palmer, Roberts, 
Sanford, Smith, Stokes, Taylor, '1 homaa, Tichenor, 
Van Dyke, Williams, df Miss. Wilson. — 29. 

NAYS.— Messrs. King, of Alabama, Lloyd, Bug- 
gies, Trimble.— 4 

The senate then went into tlie consideration of 
executive business; after which 

The house adjourned to Monday. 

May 8. After much other business, to be no- 
ticed hereafter, as necessary — 

The senate took up the amendments of the 
other house to the bill extending the charier of 
the city of Washington, and agreed to all of them 
except that which strikes out of the charter the 
authority lo the city to raise, with the approbation 
of the president of the United States, money for 
certain purposes, by way of lottery. This amend- 
ment was advocated by Messrs. Xintr % of N. York, 
and Burrill) and opposed by Messrs Horsey and /?©- 
bertS) and was disagreed to— 16 to 10, and a com- 
mittee of conference appointed on the part of the 
senate, on the subject. 

The senate also disagreed to the amendments of 
the bill to establish additional land offices in Alabama. 

Several private bills were ordered to be read a 
third time— among them, one for the relief of gen. 
James Wilkinson. 
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’l he senate resumed, in committee of the whole 
Mr Merrill in the chair, the consideration of the 
bill to authorize the appointment of commissioners 
to examine the route of the Chesapeake and Dela- 
ware canal, as already laid out, and the route of the 
proposed canal from the waters of the Delaware to 
those of the Karitan. 

Mr Smith and Mr Macon opposed the bill on 
principle and at considerable length 'I he bill, 
its constitutionality, and expediency, were support- 
ed at Urge by Messrs King t of N. Y. Dicker wan and 
Van Dyke 

Afu r much debate - postponed until to-morrow. 

May 9. . he senate resumed, in committee of 

the whole, Mr Morril in the chair, the bill to au- 
thorize the appointment of commissioners to surrey 
the routes of certain canals — Mr Bur rill* a amend- 
ment being still under consideration 

[’fins amendment goes to provide fora survey of 
the best route for a canal from Naragansett hay to 
Massachusetts bay — the importance of which may 
be set n by referring to the map.} 

Debate being ])ad, the amendment was agreed 
to— 14 to 9; and then— —the bill was indefinite!) 
postponed 

The senate then took up, in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Horsey in the chair, the bill to authorize 
the appointment of commissioners to examine the 
country between the Sandusky and M.ami bays of 
lake Erie, and the navigable waters of the Scioto 
mnd tlie Great Miami rivers of the Ohio, to ascertain 
whether and by what route a canal can be laid out 
to connect those waters; and, if practicable, to de- 
termine and lay out the route of such canal, &c 

A motion to postpone this bill indefinitely was 
negatived, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YE\S — Messrs. Rarbou •, Eaton, Gaillard, King, 
of Alab Leake, Macon, Morrill, PI usams, Smith, 
Tichenor, Walker, of Alab Williams, of M ss. 12 

NWS— Messrs Brown, Uurrill, Dana, Dicker- 
ton, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, of Lou. King, ofN. 
Y Unman, Lloyd, Lowrie, Ytellen, Parrot, Roberts, 
Buggies, Sanford, Taylor, 1 horoas, Trimble, Wil- 
ton — 20. 

Various amendments were proposed and differ- 
ently acted upon - Finally, it was ordered to a third 
reading, as follows: 

YE t* — Messrs Burrill, Dickerson, Edwards, 
Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, of Lou King, of N Y 
La n man, Lloyd, Lowrie, .Morril, Noble, Palmer, 
Parrott, Roberts, Buggies, .^anford, I ay lor, Thomas, 
Trimble 20. 

N VYS — Messrs. Barbour, Dana, Eaton, Gaillard, 
Leake, Logan, Macon, Plcusants, Smith, . icbenor. 
Walker of Alabama, Williams of Miss Williams of 
Ten. - 13. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United states, by the hands of Mr. Daniel Brent, of 
the department of state, as follows: 

To iht senate and house of representatives of the 
United States : 

I communicate to congress a correspondence 
which has taken place between the secretary of 
state and the envoy extraordinary and minister ple- 
nipotentiary of his catholic majesty, since the mes- 
sage of the 27th March las , respecting the treaty ! 
which was concluded between the United States 
and Spain, on the t ?d of February, 1819. 

After the failure of his catholic majesty for so 
long a time to ratify the treaty, it was expected 
that this minister would have brought with him the 
ratification, or that hr. would have been authorised 
to give an order for the delivery of the territory 
ceded by it, to the United States. It appears, how - 1 


ever, that the treaty is still unrat-fied, and that the 
minister has no aiitnonty to surrender the territory. 

I he object oi his mission lias been, to make com- 
plaints, and to demand explanations, respecting an 
imputed system of hostility, on the part of citizens 
of the United stales, against the subjects and domi- 
nions of Spain, and unfriendly policy in their go- 
vernment, and to obtain new stipulations, against 
these alleged injuries, as the condition on which the 
treaty should be ratified. 

Unexpected as such complaints and such a de- 
mand were, under existing circumstances, it was 
thought proper, without compromiiting the govern; 
ment as to the course to be pursued, to meet tnem 
promptly, and to give the explanations that were 
desired, on every subject, with the utmost candor. 

he result has proved, what was sufficiently well 
known before, that tile charge of a s>stemaiic hos- 
tility, being adopted and pursued by citizens t 1 me' 
United 'tales, agai si the dominions an«4sui>j« ; s of 
Spain, is utterly destitute of foun dation, and that 
their government, in all its branches, has maintain- 
ed, with the litmost rigor, that neutrality, in the 
civil war between p:un and her colonies, w inch 
they were the first to declare. No force 1ms been 
collected, nor incursions made, from within the U. 
States, against the dominions of Spain; nor have 
any naval equipments been permitted, in favor of 
either party, against the other. Their citizens h ive 
been warned of tiie obligations incident to the neu- 
tral condition of their country; the public officers 
have been instructed to sue that the laws were fully 
executed; and severe examples have been made of 
some who violated them. 

In regard to the stipulation proposed, as the con- 
dition of the ratification of the treaty, that the IJ. 
Mates shall abandon the right to recognize the re- 
volutionary colonics in South America, or to form 
other relations with them, when, in their judgment, 
it may be just and expedient so to do, as it is mani- 
festly so repugnant to the honur, and even to the 
independence, of the. United States, that it has been 
impossible to discuss it. In mak’ng this proposal, 
it is perceived that his catholic majesty has entirely 
misconceived the principles on which this govern- 
ment has acted, in being a party to a negociation so 
long protracted, for claims so well founded and 
reasonable, as he likewise has the sacrifices which 
the United Mates have made, comparatively, with 
Spain, in the treaty to which it is proposed to 
annex so extraordinary and imp toper a condition. 

Had the minister of Spain offered an unqualified 
pledge that the treaty should be ratified by his so- 
vereign, on being made acquainted with the expla- 
nations which had been gi%\n by this government, 
there would have been a strong motive for accept- 
ing and submitting it to the senate for their ad\ ce 
ami consent, rather than resort toother meusmes 
for redress, however justifiable and proper. But 
he gives no such ple *gt . On the contrary, he de- 
clares explicitly that the refusal of this government 
to relinquish the right of judging and acting for 
itself hereafter, according to circumstances, in re- 
gard to the Spanish colonies— a right common to nil 
nations — has rendered it impossible for him, under 
his instructions, to make such engagement, lie 
thinks that his sovereign will be induced, bv Ids 
communications, to ratify the treaty; but stdi he 
leaves him free either to adopt that measure, < r to 
decline it. He admits that the other objections 
are essentially removed, and will not, in themselves, 
prevent the ratification, provided the difficulty «m 
the third point is surmounted, rhe res.tl*, there- 
fore, is, that the treaty is declared to have no outi- 
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gat ion whatever; that its ratification is made to* A long debate followed. Many gentlemen spoke 
depend, not on the considerations which led to its upon it. The following sketches of the remarks of 
adoption, ana the conditions which it contains, but Mr. Baldwin, chairman of the committee of manu- 
on a new article unconnected with it, respecting factures, and of Mr. Smith/ of Maryland, cltairman 
which a new negotiation must be opened, of inde- of that of ways and means, may be sufficient to give 
finite duration and doubtful issue. a general view of the subject. 

Under ibis view of the subject, the course to be Mr. lialdwin assigned the reasons why he should 
pursued would appear to be dir« ct and obvious, if vote in favor of the reconsideration. On theques* 
the affairs of Spain had remained in the state in tion to reconsider this bill the o< her day, with & view 
which they were when this minister sailed. But it <to revive it after its rejection, he had voted in the 
is known, that an important change has since taken negative. The house would recollect that, when 
plaice in the government of that country, which lie moved to strike out 10 per cent, the amount of 
cannot fail to be sensibly felt, in its intercourse duty proposed to be laid on sales of dry goods, he 
with other nations. The minister of Spain bases- had done so ugainsl his own opinion, believing that 
Hentiall) declared his inability to act, in conse- in that shape the bill would not answer the object 
quehce of that change. With him, however, under he had in view. He was opposed to the reconsi- 
his present powers, nothing could be done. The deration of the bill at that time, because he was oL. 
attitude of the United States must now be assumed, opinion that it was better to do nothing, or do what 
onf .dl con s i derat ion of what is due to their rights, ought to be done. 

their interest, and honor, without regard to the Tne lull hat} now assumed an aspect totally differ- 
powers or incidents of the late mission. We may, ent from that in which it was reported by the com- 
at pleasure, occjupy the territory, which was intend- mittee; it was now a mere revenue bill, or, if it 
ed and prodded b> the late treaty as an indemnity would have any other operation it would be a par- 
for losses so long since sustained by our citizens, tiul one, confined to one class of the community 
but still nothing could be settled definitively, with- As a revenue bill, he said, it had been well remark - 
outa treaty between the two nations. Is this the ed hy his colleague fMr Sergeant,) that its opera- 
time to make the pressure? If the United States tion would be partial, and therefore unjust. It was 
were governed by views of ambition and aggran now distinctly avowed bv the committee of ways 
dizement, many strong reasons might be given in and means, that it was not their intention to intro- 
it s favor. But they have no objects of that kind tp duce a new revenue bill. Let the house remark 
accomplish; none which are not founded in justice, said Mr. B. that the system reported hy the com- 
and which can be injured by foihearnncc. Great mittee of manufactures would have had »lie effect 
hope is entertained that this change w ill promote to supply the deficiency in the revenue, let what 
the happiness ofthe Spanish nation. The good or- alarm may have been raised on the score of the ef- 
der, moderation, ana humanity, which have clia- feet ofthe tariff bill on the revenue. But, the other 
racterized the movement, are the best guarantees part ofthe system being destroyed, lie was not dia- 
ofits success, the United States would not be posed to retain this disjointed branch of it. With 
justified in their own estimation, should they take respect to the auction duty, he had another objcc- 
any step to disturb r . harmony. When the Spanish tion to it. Whilst it was connected with a general 
government is completely organized on the princi- system, for important general purposes, the states 
pies of this change, as it is expected it soon will be, which derived a revenue from the same object 
there is justgroundto presume that our differences would be willingto give it up. Now, no such pur- 
wit h Spain will be speedily and satisfactorily set- pose would be answered by the bill; and, as a re- 
tied. With these remarks, I submit it to the wisdom presentative of a state whose revenue would be 
of congress, whether it will not still be advisable impaired by it, he did not see why the interests of 
to postpone any decision on this subject until the two states deriving revenue from this object, should 
next session. alone be sacrificed, not to general but to partial views. 

JAMES MONROE. The solitary object of this bill, besides putting a 
Washington, 9th Jlfny, 1820. little money into the treasury, was to aid the mer- 

The message was read and 1000 copies thereof, of this country in competition with those 

together with the accompanying documents, order- mother country in our markets. As a m< a- 
ed to be printed- sure °* rcvenuc * he «u f U if the old system of reve- 

_ i ll a 11 ,1 1 • ,,,,-ir J «.! U tuie was good -if it had carried us so’ triumphantly 

The bill to allow the heirs of William and Elisha through peace, and through war, there was nooc- 
Winter to file a petition of right against the United casion f or this little accession to it: and, if it waa 
.States, was taken up, upd the amendments reported unsound and not to be relied on, this partial aid 
thereto bv the judiciary committee were agreed was not what it required. He should, therefore, in 
to; and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for every view, vote for the reconsideration of the bill, 
a tliml reading, liy yea, and nsys-ayea 22,noes7. and thrn for it8 postponement. 

The report of (lie jtulic«,;r commirteee ...ifavora- Mr- M ,tn land, said, that, «»a friend alike 

hie to the petition ol Petec,Cardeili, sculptor, of to the three great interestsof the country, he sliouitl 
*°ro e » WUS tak en U P and agreed to. vote M gi R * ms t tl, e reconsideration of this bill, lie 

Fhe seven bills yesterday ordered to a third should, he said, have preferred that the duty had 
reading, were according ly rend a third time, and been fixed at 10 per cent, on s.\les of dry goods; 
P^ 336 **’ but at five per cent, much good would be effected 

... - hy it. jiesides he said, it is not the wholesale sales 

nor hr or BKpm.snvTATiYK*}. of foreign goods that so much aflect our domestic 

Friday, J^fay 5. Immediately after the meeting manufactures; and on sales of upm goods the duty 
of the house, Mr. Ford, of N. Y. rose, and after is 10 per cent. Domestic mauufact ores could, im- 
itating his approbation ofthe tariff bill and also of der such a provision, he sent to auction without 
the auction bill, as a part of the system, moved charge, whilst foreign goods would have to puy Id 
that the latter should be postponed until the next percent. Would not the;, be an important advan- 
oession, in consequence oi the failure of the latter tage to the American manufacturer? It was the 
in tiie scia.e, sales at vendue, he said, that distressed our manu- 
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facturers, by obstructing the regular Sftle9 of their 
{roods. If the foreign goods imported were, m 
heretofore, opened in the dry good stores, and sold 
out there to customer*, our manufacturers might 
come into competition with them; but it is the re- 
cent ehange of the usual habits of -trade that op- 
presses our manufactures and recommends the pas- 
sage of this bill. To the commerce of the country 
this would also be beneficial. Asa revenue bill, its 
passage would be important: the product Wf it could 
not be less to the treasury than 500,000 dollars an- 
nually. In every point of view, he considered this 
bill one which it was important to pass. A little 
experience had taught him to believe that this bill 
would be even more important as an encourage- 
ment to our manufactures than the tariff hill. 

Messrs Livermore, Me Lean, of Ky. Campbell, 
Storrs, Foot, Fuller, Little, and Me Lane, of Del. 
were opposed to a reconsideration — Messrs Rhea, 
Johnson, of Va. and tt. Moore supported the mo- 
tion. Finally, it was agreed to reconsider it, by 
yeas and nays — \ eas 86, nays 65. 

Mr. Baldwin then moved that the bill be indefi- 
nitely postponed, but afterwards varied his motion 
to a postponement of the bill until the next session 
of congress. 

This motion was decided, without further debate, 
in the affirmative, by the following vote: 

YEAS— Meur*. Alnander, AH«*n, of N. Y. Anderton. Archer, 

Va. Baker, Baldwin, Ball. Barbour, Bay!)*, Bodeo, Brevard, 
Bryan, Buffiim, Burton, Burwrtl, Butler, of Lou. Cannon, Clark, 
Cook. Cu)pepf>er,Dariii>gton, Dtnuiion, D witt Dtckinsou.Dnww 
Kddjr, Edward*, of Con. Edward*, of N. C. Fi»her, Floyd, Ford, 
Fullerton, Garu-tt, Grow, of N.Y. Grata, of P* nn. Hack Icy Hall, 
of N. Y. Hall, of X. C. Hardin, Hazard. Hendrick*. Herrick,Hib*h> 
T«*an. Hietter, Holm* *. Hooks. Ho«tetter. Johnson, Junes, of Va- 
Kendall, Kent. Livermore, Lowndes. Lyman, Mjclay. M’Coy. 
Marchand, Mason, Mrrcer, R Moon?, S. Moore. Neale, *H> Ison, of 
Mass. Nritott. of Va. Overstreet, Park- r. of Va. Patterson, Philson, 
I'inckuey, Pintail. Pitcher, Richmond, Ho* r*. Settle. Shaw. Sils- 
bv<*. Sloan, Smith. N.Y. St#. vras, Strong. N. Y. Swchriiijren,Tarr, 
Taylor, Tracy, Tucker, ofS. C. Walker, Wtlfiekl Williams ofN. 
C.— H8. 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Allen, of Tcon.Archer.ofMd. Bateman, 
Bloomfield, Brown, Broth, Butler, of N. H. Campbell, C-**e, Clug- 
Ketr, Cocke, Crafts, Crawford. Culhreth, Cushman, Rari, Edwards, 
of Pevui, Folger. Foot. Forrest, Fuller. Guyon, Hill. J-nes, of 
Tetm. Kinsley, Littl-,Luiu, M’Creary, M'Latie, of Del. M‘L»an, 
of Ky. Mallory. Meiffs, Metcalf, Morton, Murray, Newton, Parker, 
©f Mass. Rankin.Rliea. Rich. Ringgold. Rohertwm. Ross, Bun, 
Samps at, Sawyer. Smith, of N. J. Smith, Md. Southard, Storrs, 
Street, Strong, of Vt. Terrell. Tomlinson, Tompkins. Trimble, 
Tucker, of Va. Wcndover, Whitman, Williams, of Va. and Wood. 
— 62 . 

So the bill was postponed to the next set non of con - 
greet. 

Mr. Jones moved to take up the bill providing 
compensation for horses, &c. lost or destroyed in j 
the Seminole war, but the motion was overruled, j 
ayes 50, noes 59. 

Mr. Pinckney laid on # the table the following pro- 
position, to amend the rules of the house: 

Resolved , That in future a bill that has passed 
jthis house shall not be carried to the senate for two 
hours after the reading of the journal the next day, 
except in the two last day* of the session 

The bill from the senate to renew the charter of 
the city of Washington, was read the third time as 
amended, passed and sent to the senate for con- 
currence in the amendments 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole. Mr Smith of North Carolina in 
the chair, on the loan bill— Mr. Trimble's proposi- 
tion to strike out the words two millions , being un- 
der consideration, 

Mr. Storrs supported the amendment — he con- 
sidered the sinking fund as sacredly pledged for 
the redemption of the public debt. Mr. Barbour 
maintained the ground that congress hacf a right to 
dispose of the surplus of the sinking fund at plea- 
sure. Mr. Clay took the opposite side — he thought 


the sinking fund formed one of the most essen - 
tial features in the permanent systems of tlje go- 
vernment. He spoke at length on the present ex- 
igences of the treasury and its probable condition, 
and believed that the deficit would much exceed 
the estimate. Mr. Barbour rejo ; ned. Mr Fuller 
remarked that if the public debt was paid at its ap- 
pointed time, the pledge of government was ful- 
filled, See. Mr Lowndes argued in favor of using 
the surplus of the sinking fund. Mr Clay replied. 
Mr Smith, of Md.e tcred into an elaborate defence 
of the report of the committee of wavs and means, 
and the course recommended by them. 

The question was then taken on striking out thfe 
word two* and carried. 

After which, Mr. Smith , of Md. moved three mif- 
lions — Mr. Ttimbledve — Mr. Williams ofN C. two 
millions and a half. The blank was filled tip with 
three — ayes 65, noes 50, and the rate of interest 
fixed at 5 per cent. Mr. Lowndes proposed to 
make the loan reimbursable at the pleasure of go- 
vernment — after debate, negatived, ayes 30. Mr. 
Baldwin nirived to insert a clause to authorise the 
sale from time to time of so much of the stock of 
the bank of the United States, owned by the U. 
States, as may be necessary to meet the expenses 
of government for the current year. 

The motion was supported by Mr. Baldwin , and 
was opposed by Messrs. Clay* and Smith* ofMd. 
The amendment was negatived — ayes 10. 

The committee then proceeded to the conside- 
ration of the resolution which was referred to it, 
callihg on the secretary of the treasury to prepare 
and lay before congress, at its next session, a sys- 
tem ofintemal revenue. 

Mr Clay hoped the comtnittee would reject this 
resolution. The executive, he said, had the pow- 
er of the veto, and he thohgbt it would be going 
too far to give to it also the power of originating 
measures. 

The resolution was rejected by the committee 
without a division; and 

The committee then rose, and reported their 
proceedings to the house, and 

The house adjourned. 

Saturday , Miy 6. Several bills passed through 
different stages. 

The house took up for consideration the message 
of the senate disagreeing to the amendment ofthis 
house, to the bill providing for clothing the army of 
the United States in domestic manufactures. [This 
amendment provides that the difference in price 
between the domestic material and the foreign ma- 
terial of the same quality, contracted for or pur- 
chased for army clothing, shall not exceed five per 
centum. 1 

Mr. Jtr/>a«, moved that the house do insist on 
its amendment; and 

This motion was determined in the affirmative* 64 
votes to 47. , 

The report of the committee of the whole on the 
loan bill was first in the orders of the day; 

And, being taken up, 

Mr. Cocke moved to lav it on the table— informa- 
tion might be received which would affect the ex- 
penditures, and there was time enough to act on 
the bill. This motion was agreed to by a small 
majority. 

The rest of the day was spent on the annual Will 
for altering and establishing certain post roads; and 
it was onlercd to a third reading*— after which, 

The house adjourned. 

. Monday , Jllay 8 Mr. -Vcrccr, from a select com- 

mittee, made a report on the subject of the slave 


Digitized by 


Google 




194 


NILES* REGISTER-MAY IS, 18*0 CONGRESS. 


trade generally, a* brought to the notice of con- 
gress by the memorial of the American coloniza- 
tion society; which report was referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole, to whom is referred the bill 
from the senate, for the further punishment of the 
crime of piracy 

Mr M. also’ reported a bill to incorporate “the 
American society for colonizing the tree people of 
colour of the United States.” 

Mr M also reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, by he senate and house of > epresentatives 
of the United States of Am rica, in congress assembled, 
That the president be requested to consult and ne- 
gociate with all the governments, where minist rs 
of the U. States are, or shall be accredited, on the 
means of effecting an entire and immediate aboli- 
tion of the African slave trade. 

Resoli>ed, fcfe. That the president be requested to 
enter into a stipulation or formal declaration, with 
the several maritime powers, recognizing the inde- 
pendence and permanent neutrality of any colony 
of the free people of colour of the United States, 
which shall be established on the western coast of 
Africa. 

Resolved, £fc. That the president be requested, 
In such use as he may deem it expedient to make of 
the public ships of the U. States, to afford every aid, 
not inconsistent with the public welfare, to the ef- 
forts of the American society for coloniziag the free 
people of colour of the United States, upon the 
western coast of Africa. 

The bill and resolves were referred to the same 
committee as the report. 

The engrossed bills respecting certain post roads, 
was passed. Other business being transacted, the 
house resolved into a committee of the whole-, Mr. 
Livermore in the chair, on the bills for the adjust- 
ment of certain land titles in Louisiana, Missouri, 
end Arkansaw 

A great deal of debate took place on these bills, 
which occupied the remainder of the day » hey 
were reported to the house, but not finally acted 
on. 

Tuesday , May 9. 'Jr. Storrs , from the commit- 
tee on roads and canals, to which was referred the 
bill from the senate, “to authorise the appointment 
of commissioners, to lay out the road therein men- 
tioned,” reported the ’same without amendment; 
and it was referred to a committee of the whole. 

Mr. Pindall then introduced, with some obser- 
vations, shewing the grounds on which he deem- 
ed it necessary, a joint resolution, the object of 
which was, to declare, that the instalments of revo- 
lutionary pensions which will become due on or 
before the 4th day of September, should b paid in 
like manner as if the act to amend that act, passed 
at the present session, had not become a law. 

The question to consider t\\\t resolution was taken 
by yeas and nays, and decided in the affirmative, 
by 66 votes to 57. 

’ The resolution was then read a second time. 

Mr. JtP Lean of Ky. moved to refer it to a com- 
mittee of the whole, and make it the order of the 
day for to-morrow. On this motion there took 

lace some debate: at length, ihe yeas and najs 

eing ordered, on the suggestion of Mr. Taylor ; 
Mr. JlTLean withdrew his motion to save time. Mr. 
Reid nicN*wr.D the motion, and Mr. Williams , of N. 
C. supported it. 

The yeas and nays were then again ordered on 
the question, on suggestion of Mr. Taylor . It was 
decided in the negative 79 to 62. 

Whereupon, a debate arose, which consumed 
much time, on the principle of the resolve. 


The question was at length taken, by yeas and 
nays, on ordering the resolve to be engrossed for « 
third reading, and agreed to by 85 votes to 67. 

The house proceeded to consider the message 
from the senate, respecting the amendments of 
this house to the bill for the establishment of cer- 
tain land offices. The senate agrees to the amend- 
ments of this house, except that one which pro- 
poses to establish an additional land office in Indi- 
ana . 

Mr. Anderson moved that this house do recede 
from this amendment. Mo hardship could result 
from so doing; there being, without this, already 
three land offices in Indiana. 

Mr. Hendrick i proposed that the house should in- 
sist on its amendments. The extent and popula- 
tion of the state required more land offices. 

On the question to recede from this amendment, 
it was determined in the affirmative, 57 to 53. 

Another message was received from the senate, 
relative to the bill renewing the charter of Wash- 
ington city, adhering to the amendments thereto 
disagreed to bv the house, and asking a confer- 
ence. On motion of Mr. Kent, the conference was 
agreed to. 

The amendments of the senate to the bill from 
the house, for regulating the publication of the 
laws, were taken up. 

After a smart debate, a motion to postpone the 
bill indefinitely, was negatived, ayes 44. Then the 
message of fhe president, ( recorded in the proceed- 
ings of the senate of this day), was received, the 
reading of which and the accompanying documents, 
occupied the remainder of this day's sitting. 

Wednesday, May 10. Mr. Taylor, from tl»e com- 
mittee on the subject, introduced a bill to fix the 
time for the next meeting of congress, viz. the 2d 
Monday in November next, instead of the first Mon- 
day in December. 

In assigning the reasons of the committee for re- 
porting tills bill, Mr. T. stated the number of bills 
now pending in this house, the consideration of 
nearly the whole of which would be necessarily de- 
ferred to the next session of congress. Of bdls ori- 
ginating in the house there are now pending, of a 
public nature, 38; of a private nature, 16. Of bills 
which originated in the senate, there are, of a pub- 
lic nature, 21; of a private nature, 31 — making a 
total number of bills pending, 106. 

The bill was twice read; and, after some little 
debate, the question was taken on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and decided in 
the affirmative by the following vote: 

YE \S— Messrs. Adam*, Biker, Baldwin, Beecher, Bloomfield, 
Butler N. H Butler, Lou. Cannon, Case, Claggrtt, Clark, Cocke, 
Cook.Culbrrth.Culp'-pprr, Cushman. Darlington. Dewitt, Eddy .Ed- 
wards, Con. E*'w»n!s. reon. Foljr* r. Fool. Forreat, Fullerton, Oreo 
N.Y. Guyon, Hackley. Hell. N Y. Hardin. Hibshman. Hill, Holmes, 
Hoit?*tter, Jour*, Ten. Kendall. Kiim-y, Kinil- y. Little, U-cr mu rr, 
Lyman, Mallary, Mnrchand. R. Moon*, S. Moore, Newton, Pfcrtps, 
Phi I *ois, Pinckney, Pitcher, Rh**a, Bar* rs, Rosa, Sampson, Sawyer, 
Shaw, Sl»«n, Smith, of N. J. Smith, Md. Stevens, Storrs, Strong, 
N Y Taylor, Tomlinson, Tompkins, Tracy, Wallace, Whitman, 
Wood— V). 

NAYS-Messrs. Alexander, Allen. N. Y. Allen, Trim. Anderson, 
Archer, of Md. Archer, of Va. Barbour, Bateman, Bodes. Brevard, 
Bryan, Bnrw-ll, Cobh, Craft#, Crawford, Crowell, Cuthbrrt, D» 
mint). Dickinson, Earle, Edwards, N. C. Fisher, Flojd, Gross, Pa. 
Hall, N C. Hi* ster, Johnson, Jones. Y«. linn. McCoy. McCreary, 
McLane. of Del McLean, of Ken. M< igt, Metcalf; Murray, Neale, 
N' tson. of Mass. Nison, Va Parker, V*. Patterson, Pindailt Rn4, 
Rich, Ri< hmond, Robert son, Ross. Sergeant, Silsbee, Simpkins* 
Smith, N. C. Tarr. Terrill, Trimble. Tucker. Va. Tucker, S. C. 
Walker, Williams, of Va. Williams, of N. C.-fS. 

The bill was subsequently read a third time, pass- 
ed, and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, it was 

Resolved, Tlmt a committee be appointed, jointly 
with such committee as may be appointed by the 
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senate, to enquire and report what subjects before 
the two houses are proper to be acted on during 
th.- present session of congress. 

Mr. Taylor , Mr. Williams, of N. C. Mr. Smithy of 
Mil. Mr. Sergeant^ and Mr. Lowndes, were appointed 
a committee accordingly, on the part of this house. 

Mr. Strong, of N. Y. submitted the following re- 
solution for consideration: 

Resolved t That a committee be appointed to as- 
certain, and report to the next session of congress, 
the amount of claims upon the United States in favor 
of American citizens, growing out of the lust war 
with Great Britainf, the Creek war, and the Semi- 
nole war, designating the names of the claimants, 
and the sum or sums which, in their opinion, shall 
be equitably and fairly due to each; and also as to 
the expediency of providing for the payment *>f the 
same, by an issue of stock, bearing an interest of 
per cent, per annum, redeemable at the plea- 
sure of the United States, out of the proceeds of 
the sales of public lands. 

The bill from the senate “supplementary to the 
several acts for the adjustment of land claims in the 
state of Louisiana,’* was read the third time and 
passed. 

The engrossed resolution to suspend, for p. limit- 
•d time, the act in addition to the act “to provide 
for certain persons engaged in the land and naval 
service of the United States, in the revolutionary' 
war,” was read the third time. 

The question on the passage of the resolve was 
decided affirmatively, by yeas and nays, 78 to 68; 
and it was sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, on the state of the union, Mr. Taylor 
in the chair, and the following resolves were taken 
into consideration: 

Retohed, That it is expedient to provide by law 
m suitable outfit and salary for such minister or mi 
nistere as the president, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate, may send to any of the go- 
vernments of .South America, which have establish- 
ed, and are nountaitiing, their independence on 
. Spain. • 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made for 
requesting the president of the United States to 
cause to be presented to the general the most wor- 
thy and distinguished, in his opinion, in the ser- 
' vice of any of the independent governments of 
S6uth America, the sword which was given by the 
vice-royof Lima to capt. Biddle, of the Ontario, dur- 
ing her late cruise in the Pacific, and which is now 
in the office of the department of state, with the 
expression of the wish ofthe congress of the Unit- 
ed States that it may be employed in the support 
and preservation of the liberties and independence 
of his country. 

The second of these resolves, for reasons stated 
by Mr. Clay , was withdrawn by him. 

The first resolve gave rise to considerably de- 
bate— finally, it was reported to the house. 

Mr- Cook moved to amend the resolve, by ad- 
ding: “and that it is expedient to provide for the 
occupation of East and West Florida” Whereupon; 
the previous question, which precludes all debate 
and amendments, was called for and determined in 
the affirmative; and the main question, on agreeing 
to the said first resolve, as above stated, was decid- 
ed as follows: , 

TEAS.— Mean. Alim, of N. X. Alim, of Tm. Amfenon, Ar- 
thrr. of V*. Bak-r, Ball, BattmaQ. {Weetirr, Bloomfield, Bodvn, 
Brown, Butler, of Loo. Campbell, Cannon, Cate. Clark, Cocke, 
Crawford. Crowell. ColHreth, Culpepper, Cutkhert, Darlington, 
brvitf, Dowse. Earle, Fisltvr. Floyd, Ford, Fullerton. Gw, of 
2L T. Guy on, Hackjejr, UaB, of N. C. Hendricks, Hetrick, Hibsb* 


man, Holme*. Hoatetter, Johnson. Jones, ol Va. Jones, of Tea. 
Kinsvy. Kinl -y, Lino, Lyman. McCreary, McLean of Km. Mat- 
lary, M'trchn.d, Metcoli, H. Moore, 8. Moore, Monell, Murray# 
Oaersmct. Parker, of Mas*. Patieraoo, Phelps. Philson. Pitcher, 
Planter. Richmond, Robertson, Rogers. Ross, Shaw, Sloan, booth- 
ard, Stevens. Srnm, Terr, Tomlinson, Tom nkitif. Tracy, Trim* 
ble. Walker, Wallace, Uh WUliams. of Va -to. ■ 

NAYS.— Mrssn. Abbott, Adam*, Alexander, Archer, of Md. 
Baldwin, Barbour, Bay ly Broth, Bryan,Bnrton, Burnell, Buth*r, 
°f N. H. Claggett. Cobb, Cook, Crafts Cushman, Dennison, Eddy. 
Edwards. ofCon. Edwards, of P^n. Edwards of N. C. Ervin, Polgnr, 
Foot, Forrest. Fuller, Gant- tt.Gross.of Pen. HUI, ofN.Y. H-nlin, 
Hiester, Hill, KrndaM. Kent. Little. L »v rmore, Low.jd s, McChy, 
McCoy, Mr Lane, of Dr |. M*-igs, Mercer, N«-al<-, Ni Ison, of Mas* 
Nelson, of Va. Parker, of Va. Pinckney, Pindall, Heed, Rhea, 
Rich, Ringgold. Rust, Sampson. Sawyer, Sergeant. Silst»*e, Sim- 
kins. Smith, of NJJ. Smith, of Md» Smith, of N. C. Str-et, Strong', 
otVt. Strong, of N Y-Swraringen, Ta) lor, Terrell, Tucker, of S. C. 
Van Renattlaer, Wendov**r, Whitman, Williams, of N. C. Wood 

And the house adjourned. 

tucusdat’s feockzbixos. 

In the senate — May 10. The bill respecting E. 
and M. Winter was passed — sometime was spent 
on the bill granting the right of pre emption to ac- 
tual settlers on the public land*. The senate in- 
sisted in their disagreement with the house respect- 
ing the bill for clothing the army. Several bills 
were ordered to be read a third time, and a part 
of this day was spent in the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 

May 11 . The resolution from the house, fixing 
an earlier day than usual for the meeting oft life 
next session, was indefinitely postponed — 22 to 13. 

The other pmefeedings are not of general im- 
portance — or, to be noticed hereafter. 

Rinse of representatives, May 11 . A variety of 
business was passed over this day; and especially a 
bill to reduce the military establishment as to offi- 
cers, &c. as soon as vacancies should occur, &c. Fi- 
nally, it was laid upon the table. 

Mr- Clay i hen submitted a resolution, which be- 
ing immaterially amended, stood in the following 
form: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to report to this house, at the commencement ofthe 
nett session of congress, a plan for the reduction 
ofthe army to six thousand officers, non-commie 
sioned officers, musicians and privates, and presen - 
ing such parts of the corps of engineers as, in his 
opinion, without regard to that number, it may be 
for the public interest to retain; and, also, what 
saving ofthe public revenue will be produced by 
an arrangement of the army as he may propose in 
conformity to this resolution. 

After some few reroarksfrom different gentlemen, 
this resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Simpkins then offered the following resolu- 
tion, the subject thereof being in a manner con- 
nected, as he had observed, with that just agreed 
to. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be re- 
quested to report to this house, at an early period 
of the next session, such plan or plans for a navy 
peace establishment as he may deem expedient, 
with a view to a reduction of the expenditures of 
that establishment. 

On the question to agree to this resolve, it was 
decided in the negative, 60 to 49. 

The committee ofthe whole on the state of the 
union then rose, and reported to the house the re- 
solution which had been agreed to. 

Mr Smith, of Maryland, moved to amend the re- 
solve by striking out the word “officers,” so as to 
leave the number G0f)0. exclusive of officers. This 
motion was agreed to, 58 to 52. 

Mr Williams, of North Carolina, moved further 
to amend this resolve by inserting, after the word 
“men,” the words “including such reduction of 
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the general staff required by the state of the army 
m herein proposed;” and the motion was agreed to 
The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to. 
The bill further to prevent the crime of piracy 
Was ordered to a third reading. 

(^Particulars in our next — as necessary. 


CHRONICLE. 

Died, at Boston, on the 5th inst,. in the 68th year 
ef his age, Benjamin Justin, esq. One of the most 
constant whigs that ever lived, and well meriting, 
in every respect, the favorite signature under which 
he wrote of "Honestn*.” As a political writer, he 
is perhaps best known as the authqr of a series of 
essays signed “Old South.” To the last, he was in 
friendship and frequent correspondence with near- 
ly all the eminent men, yet remaining, of those who 
made the declaration, or supported it, “that these 
states were, and of right ought to be, free, sovereign 
and independent.” 

— , At Tangiers, (Morocco,) on the 8th of 
March, suddenly of a fit of apoplexy, James Simp- 
son, esq. consul of the United States for the empire 
of Morocco. Mr. Simpson had for nearly 20 years 
officiated in that capacity, with honor to himself, 
and to the great advantage to his adopted country. 

, in Rehoboth, (It. 1 .) Joseph Goffe* esqr. 

in the 95th year of his age; also Patience Goffe, 
wife of Joseph Goffe, in the 89th year of her age. 
They had lived together in the marriage stale 71 
years, and had 14 children, 57 grand children,, and 
91 great grand children. 

At Reading, Pa. six valuable houses and their ap- 
pendant buildings, were consumed by fire on the 
morning of the 6th inst. 

JW» York election. ‘ The returns are now in suf- 
ficiently to shew that governor Clinton has been re- 
elected by a majority of more than 2000 votes; yet- 
in the assembly there is about 20 of a' majority of 
the members said to be opposed to him. Particu- 
lars hereafter. 

Counterfeit biVs , on the Planters hank of Georgia, 
•f the denominations of 50 and 100 dollars, are in 
circulation. 

Alarminsr forgeries. The bills of the denomina- 
tion of $500 and $50, of the parent bank of the U, 
States, have been counterfeited and pretty exten- 
sively circulated. They are well clone. The bank 
has very commendably came forward to proclaim 
the fact, and put the people on their guard. These 
notes are not of the engraving of Murray, Fairman, 
& Co. as all the other notes issued by the hank are. 
This mar assist to detect them — but the public will 
. do weffdo refuse to receive any note of the parent 
bank — i. e. a note of the hank cf the U. S. payable 
at Philadelphia, of the denominations above stated, 
until further advised. The directors, to their honor, 
have resolved not to re-issue any notes of the plate 
counterfeited. 

Piracy — A person named Hobson or Furlong (who 
however, denied both names), believed to be a 
native of freland, was recently executed at ^avaiv 
nah, for murder and piracy. Three others, under 
sentence of death for the latter crime, were respit- 
ed by the president until the middle of June next. 

Georgia begins to enjoy a share of the benefits of 
steam navigation; two heavily loaded boats towed a 
part of the way by a steam boat, reached Milledge- 
ville in 16 days from Darien. Without such aid, it 
would have taken them 40 clays to ascend the river. 

The great canal. We observe that a boat called 
Montezuma, fitted up for lh$ transportation of pas- 


sengers, has commenced her “regular trips” on the 
canal, and it is calculated that the will perform 
the voyage from Utica to the Seneca river, a dis- 
tance of ninety four mules, in 24 hours! 

Merino sheep. Messrs Young and son, on the Bran- 
dywine, offer for sale the excess of their merinq 
flock, at 5$ for full blood, payable in cash, or opun- 
try produce, at its cash price. 

Alabama lands Cahaba, \pril 1— The amount 
of sah 8 of public lands, during the month of Janua- 
ry last, is seven hundred and ninety -three thousand 
two hundred and fifty -six dollars, and seventy-seven 
cents, with the customary reserves deducted, and 
also several of the most valuable fractions on the 
Alabama river, reserved for a college. 

Missouri. We were much interested by the pa- 
pers last received from St. Louis. The people are 
“all alive” about the election of members to the 
conv ntion to form a slate constitution. Adverse 
tickets are offered — for or against the prohibition 
of slavery, divides the citizens into anient parties. 
It appears too, that some have advocated a restric- 
tion of the right of voting to fr eeholder s, and that 
elections shall be held vive voce/ This unjust and 
absurd thing is opposed by those opposed to slavery; 
though it does not appear to be much advocated 
by the other side, openly. far a9 we are able to 
judge at this distance and from the small means 
afforded to form an opinion, we should suppose that 
those opposed to the further admission of slaves are 
a very strong party, and we sincerely hope that they 
will be foupd to be the strongest. 


Constitution of Spain. 

PROMULGATED AT CADIZ ON THK 19th OR MARCH, 1812. 

Don Fzbdinand the seventh, by the grace of God 
and the constitution of the Spanish monarchy, king 
of Spain; and, during his absence and captivity, the 
regency of the kingdom appointed by the general 
and ex raordinary cortes, to all to whom these pre- 
sents shall come: — know ye, that the said cortcs 
have decreed and sanctioned the following 

CONSTITUTION OP TUB SPANISH MONARCH!. 

In the name of Almighty God, Father, Son, and 
Ho!y t Ghost, the author and supreme legislator of 
the universe: The general and extraordinary cortes 
of the Spanish nation, being fully convinced, af- 
ter a most careful examination and mature delibe- 
ration, that the ancient fundamental laws of this 
monarchy, with proper auxiliary measures and pre- 
caution h calculated to secure their steady and per- 
manent execution, are fully adequate to the accom- 
plishment of the great object of promoting the glo- 
ry, prosperity and happiness of the whole nation, 
do decree the following constitution for the good 
government and regular administration of the state: 

TITLE I. 

Of the Spanish nation, and of Spaniards • 

CHAPTER i. 

Of the Spanish nation. 

Article 1. The Spanish nation consists of all the 
Spaniards of both hemispheres 

Art 2. The Spanish nation is free and indepen- 
dent, and neither is nor can be the patrimony of any 
family or person whatever.. 

Art. 3. The sovereignty resides essentially in the 
nation; in consequence whereof it Alone possesses 
the right of making its fundamental laws. 

Art 4 The nation is bound to maintain and pro- 
tect, by wise and equitable laws, the civil liberty* 
property, and other legal rights of thq individual* 
\vho compose It. 
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CHAPTER II 

Of Spaniard t. 

Art 5. Those are Spaniards who come within some 
tone or other of the following descriptions, to wit: 

1 All freemen, bom and residing within the Spa- 
Ttish doinions, and their children. 

2 All foreigners naturalized by the cortes. 

3. i hose who, although not so naturalized, have 
resided in any part of the monarchy during the 
space of ten years, according to law. 

4 All freed men in the Spanish dominions, as soon 
4s they have obtained their freedom. 

Art. 6. One of the principal obligations of a Spa- 
niard is to love his country, and to practise huma- 
nity and justice. 

Art. 7 It is the duty of every Spaniard to be faith- 
ful to the constitution, obey the laws, and respect 
the constituted authorities. 

Art. 8. He is also bound to contribute, without 
any distinction, according to his ability, to the 
charges of the state. 

Art 9. And likewise to take up arms for the de- 
fence of his country, when by law required. 

TITLE II 

Of the tenitory, religion, and government of Spain, 
and of Spanish citizens, 

CHAPTER i. 

Of the territory of Spain . 

Art. 10. The Spanish territory in the peninsula, 
together with its possessions and adjacent islands, 
comprehends Arragon, Asturias, Old Castile, New 
Castile, Catalonia, Cordova, Estremadnra, Galicia, 
Granada, Jacn, l^on, Molina, Murcia, Navarre, the 
provinces of Biscay, Seville, and Valencia; the Ba- 
learic and Canary islands, with the other possessions 
in Africa; in North America, New Spain and New 
Galicia, and the peninsula of Yucatan, Goatemalu, 
and the interior provinces of the East and West, the 
island of Cuba, and the two Floridas, the Spanish 
part of the island of St. Domingo, the island of 
Porto-ttico, together with the islands adjacent to 
those and to the continent in both seas; in South 
America, New 6ranada, Venezuela, Peru, Chili, the 
provinces of Uio de la Plata, and all the adjacent 
islands in the -Pacific and Atlantic oceans; in Asia, 
the Philipine islands and their dependencies. 

Art. 11 As soon as the political circumstances of 
the nation will allow it, a more suitable division of 
the Spanish territory shall be determined by a con- 
stitutionfellaw. 

CHAPTER TT. 

Of religion. 

Art 12 The Homan catholic and apostolic reli- 
gion, the only true one, is and always shall he, that 
of the Spanish nation; the government protects it 
by wise and just laws, and prohibits the exercise of 
any other whatever. 

chapter in. 

Of government . 

Art 13. The government has for its object the 
happiness of the nation, for the only end of all poli- 
tical associations is the welfare of all its members. 

Art. 14. The government of the Spanish nation 
is an hereditary monarchy, moderated by laws. 

Art. 15. The legislative power belongs to the 
cortos, together with the king. 

Art. 16. The executive power belongs io the king. 

Art. 17. The judicial power, in civil and criminal 
cases, resides in the tribunals established by law. 

CHAPTER IT. 

Of Spanish citizens . 

Art. 18. Those are Spanish citizens who are bom 
of Spanish parents in any part of the Spanish domi- 
nions, and reside in the said dominions. 


Art 19 Foreigners who, already enjoying the 
rights of Spaniards, have obtained from the cortes 
letters of citizenship 

AM 20 A foreigner, to obtain such letters, must 
have married a Spanish woman, and have established 
or introduced into the Spanish dominions some 
profitable invention or manufactory, or possess real 
property on which he has paid direct taxi s, or carry 
on trade, and have a stock of liis own deemed suf- 
ficient by the cortes, or have rendered eminent ser- 
vices advantageous to the nation, or in its defence. 

Art 21. Those are also Spanish citizens who are 
the legitimate children of foreigners born in the 
Spanish dominions, who have never gone abroad 
without leave of the government, are full twenty- 
one years of age, and reside in .any part of the said 
dominions, and exercise any office, profession, or 
useful trade whatever. 

Art. 22 To Spaniards born in Africa, from what- 
ever stock or lineage, the way to citizenship is open, 
and they may acquire it by .their virtue and merit; 
and the cortes shall grant letters of citizenship to 
those who shall render the country eminent ser- 
vices, or shall distinguish themselves by their ta- 
lents, application and good character; provided 
they are born of free parents united in lawful wed- 
lock, are married to a free woman, and reside in the 
Spanish dominions, and follow a profession, occupa- 
, tion, or useful trade, with their own means 

Art 23 Those only who are citizens are capable 
' of obtaining civil offices, and of electing persons to 
! fill them, when by law required 

Art 24 The rights of Spanish citizenship are lost, 

1. By being naturalized in another country; 

2. By accepting an employment from a foreign 
government; 

3 By being sentenced to a corporeal or ignomi- 
nious punishment, unless afterwards restored to ci- 
vil rights by a competent authority; 

4 lly residing out of the Spanish territory forth© 
space of five successive years, without being com- 
missioned by or having obtained leave from the go- 
vernment. 

Art 25. The exercise of the rights of citizenship 
18 suspended — 

1 By a judicial decree on account of moral or 
physical incapacity; 

2. By becoming a bankrupt, or being indebted to 
the treasury; 

3. By being a domestic servant; 

4 By having no employment, occupation, or well 
known means of support; 

5. By being under criminal prosecution; 

6 And, from and after the year 1830, by being 
unable to read and write. 

A rt 26 The rights of citizenship can only be lost 
or suspended in the cases mentioned in the two last 
articles. 

TITLE III. 

Of the Cortes, 

CRAPTBR I. 

Harts the cortes are to be assembled. 

Art 27. The cortes are a meeting of all the repre- 
sentatives of the nation, appointed by the citizens 
in the manner hereafter described. 

Art 28 The basis of the national representation 
is the same in both hemispheres. 

Art 29 That basis is the people, composed of 
natives, whose parents and ancestors were bom in 
the Spanish dominions, and of those who have ob- 
tained citizenship from the cortes, and those men- 
tioned in the 2lst article 

Art. 30. The population of the European doroi- 
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Dions shall be computed from the census of 1797, 
lentil a new one can be made: a census of the ultra- 
marine dominions shall also be made; for the pre- 
sent their population shall be computed from the 
most authentic census among the last made. 

Art 31 Bach portion of the population, amount- 
ing to seventy thousand souls, shall send one de- 
puty to the cortes, conformably to the provisions of 
the 29th article. 

Art. 32 If, after a distribution of the population 
among the several provinces, it shall happen that 
in any of them there shall be a surplus of more than 
thirty-five thousand souls, they shall appoint ano- 
ther deputy in the aame manner as if they amounted 
to seventy thousand: but if their number does not 
exceed thirty -five thousand, they shall have no right 
to appoints deputy. 

Art 33 Any province, the population of which 
shall not amount to seventy thousand, but shall not 
be less than sixty thousand, shall appoint a deputy; 
but, if it be under that number, it shall be added to 
that of the next province, in order to complete the 
required number of seventy thousand. The island 
of St. Domingo is excepted from the provisions of 
this article, and shall appoint a deputy, whatever be 
the amount of its population, 

CHAPTER If. 

Of the election of deputies to the cortes. 

Art. 34. Blectoral meetings shall be held in pa- 
rishes, districts, and provinces, in order to ' elect 
deputies to the cortcs. 

c a after nr. 

Of electoral meeting* of parishes. 

Art. 35. The electoral meetings of parishes shall 
be composed of all the citizens residing in and in- 
habiting the respective parishes, including the se- 
cular clergy. 

Art. 36. In the peninsula, islands, and adjacent 
possessions, thefce meetings shall always be held on 
the first Sunday of October, in the year next pre- 
ceding that of the meeting of the cortes. 

Art. 37. In the ultramarine provinces they shaH 
be held on the first Sunday jof December, fifteen 
months before the meeting of the cortes. In both 
cases previous notice shall be given by the magis- 
trates. 

Art. 38. The parish meetings shall appoint one 
elector for each two hundred inhabitants. 

Art. 39. If the inhabitants of the parish amount 
to more than three hundred, they shall, although 
not amounting to four hundred, appoint two elec- 
tors; if their number is above five hundred, they 
shall appoint three electors, although their number 
shall not amount to six hundred; and so on pro- 
gressively. 

Art. 40. In those parishes where the number of 
inhabitants shall not amount to two hundred, but 
shall not be under one hundred and fifty, they shall 
nevertheless appoint one elector; and the inhabi- 
tants of those parishes whose population does not 
amount to one hundred and fifty shall be united to 
those of the next parish, and they shall together 
elect one or more ^lectors, according to their num- 
hers. 

Art. 41. The parish meeting shall elect, by a ma- 
jority of votes, eleven commissioners, who shall no- 
minate one parish elector. 

Art 42. If the parish meeting shall furnish two 
electors, they shall elect twenty-one commissioners, 
and thirty -one, if they have the nomination of three; 
and, in older to avoid confusion, Ihe number of 
commissioners shall in no case exceed thirty-one. 

Art. 43. It will be observed, that, fdr the greater 
convenience of small places, those parishes which 


contain twenty inhabitants shall nominate one com- 
missioner; those which contain from thirty co forty 
shall nominate two; those which contain from fifty 
to sixty shall nominate three; and so on progres- 
sively. Those parishes whose inhabitants do not 
amount to twenty shall be joined to the next pa- 
rish for the election of one commissioner. 

Art. 44. The commissioners of small places thus 
nominated shall assemble in the most convenient- 
town, and, being eleven or at least nine, shall elect 
one parish elector. If their number amounts to 
twenty-one or at least seventeen, they shall elect 
two; if* thirty-one and not less than twenty -five be 
present, they shall elect three, and so on progres- 
sively. 

Art. 45. No man can be chosen parish elector un» 
less he is a Spanish citizen, above five and twenty 
years of age, and an inhibitant residing in the pa- 
rish. 

Art. 46. The parish meeting shall be presided 
over by the principal civil officer, or by the mayor 
of the city, town, or village where they shall be 
held; and, in order to give a greater solemnity to 
the election, they shall be assisted by the rector of 
the parish. And if, in consequence of the number 
of its parishes, two or more meetings should be 
held at the same time in the same city or town, one 
of them shall be presided over by the principal ci- 
vil officer, or by one of the alcaldes, another by the 
other alcalde, and the rest each by one of the regi- 
dors or aldermen, to be chosen by lot. 

Art. 47. The voters being assembled at the town 
house, or at the usual place, they shall, at the ap- 
pointed hour, headed by their president, proceed 
to the parish church, where the rector of the pa- 
rish shall celebrate a solemn mass to the Holy Ghost, 
and shall deliver a discourse suitable to the occa- 
sion. 

Art. 48. After divine service they shall return to 
the place from whence they came, and the meeting 
shall proceed to the nomination of two inspectors 
and one secretary, who shall be taken from among 
the voters present, the doors of the hall remaining 
open. 

Art. 49. This being donc,the president shall en- 
quire Whether any voter has a complaint to make oT 
a bribe having been offered for the election of a 
particular person. In that case an affidavit of the 
fact shall be taken in a solemn and public manner, 
during the sitting. The accusation being proved, 
the offenders shall be deprived of their rights of 
suffrage: and those whose accusations are unsup- 
ported by proof shall, in like manner, be deprived 
of the said right; and from this sentence there shall 
be no appeal. 

Art. So, If there should be any dbubt respecting 
the qualifications of any citizen to vote, the meet- 
ing shall decide on it during the session, and their 
decision shall be carried into effect, and without 
any appeal therefrom. 

Art. .51. Tbe election of commissioners shall im- 
mediately follow, each voter designating a number 
of persons equal to that of the commissioners re- 
quired; and for that purpose he shall draw near the 
table placed before the president, inspectors, and 
secretary, and their shall write down their names 
in the presence of the said officers. No voter shall 
inscribe his own name on the list of candidates m 
any election, on pain of losing bis right of voting. 

Art. 52. I bis being over, the president, inspect 
tors, and secretary shall carefully examine the list* 
and the president shall, in an audible voice, pub- 
lish tbe names ofthose who by a majority of vote* 
have been elected commissioner* 
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Aru 63. Prior to the adjournment of the meet- 
ing, the commissioners elect shall withdraw to a 
private room, and shall proceed to nominate one or 
more electors for the parish which th y represent, 
and the person or persons who shall obtain more 
than one half of the votes shall be appointed elec- 
tor. The 9aid election shall be afterwards publish- 
ed in the meeting. 

Art. 54. The secretary shall make a record of 
the proceedings, which shall be signed by him, the 
pres dent, anu tne commissioners, and a copy of it, 
authenticated by the aboveineutioned persons, 
ahull be delivered to the member or members elect, 
a* evidence of his or their election. 

Art. 55. No citizen cun excute himself from any 
•f the above public duties, under any pretence 
whatever. 

Art. 56. No citiaen shall appear at the parish 
Sleeting with sioe or other arms. 

Art. 57. The election being verified, the meeting 
shall immediate ly be dissolved. Every other act of 
the said meeting shall be null and void. 

Art. 58. The members of the meeting shall pro- 
ceed to the parish church, where a solemn Te De - 
urn shall be sung. The elector or electors shall be 
placed between the president, inspectors, and se- 
cretary. 

caarrsa it. 

Of elect** it> iUainci meetings. 

Art. 59. The electoral district meetings shall be 
composed of the parish elec ors, who shall assem- 
ble in the chief town of the district, in order to no- 
minate the elector or electors who are to repair to 
the chief city of the province to elect deputies to 
tl>e cortes. 

An. 6d. In the peninsula and adjacent islands 
those meetings shall always be held on the first 
Sunday in November, in the year next preceding 
that of the meeting of the cortes. 

Art 61. In the ultramarine provinces the said 
meetings shall be held on the first Sunday of January 
next following the month of December in which the 
parish meetings shall have been held. 

Art. 62. In order to ascertain the number of 
electors who are to be nominated by each district, 
the following regulations shallbe observed. 

Art. 63. The number of district electors shallbe 
three times greater than that of the deputies whom 
they shall have to elect. 

Art. 64. If it shall happen that in one province 
the number of districts shall exceed that of the 
electors required by the next preceding article for 
the nomination of deputies, each district shall ne- 
vertheless nominate one elector. 

Art. 65. If the number of districts shall be less 
than the requisite number of electors, each district 
shall nominate one, two, or more*, until the necessa- 
ry number be completed; but if one elector be still 
wanted, he shall '.e nominated by the most popu- 
lous district; if two, the next most populous dis- 
trict shall nominate the second; aad so on pro- 
gressively. 

Art 66. Agreeably to the 31st, 3 2d, 33d, 63d, 
64th, and 65th articles, the census shall determine 
the number of deputies to be nominated by each 

S rovince, and bow many electors each of its dis 
nets shall appoint. 

Art. 67 The electoral district meetings shall be 
presided over by the principal civil officer or may- 
or of the chief town of the district, before whom 
the parish electors shall appear, provided with the 
proper proofs of their election, in order that their 
names may bo inscribed on the records ef the meet- 
ing. 


Art. 68. On the appointed day the parish elec* 
tors shall assemble, together with the president, in 
the consistonal hall, with open doors, and they 
shall proceed to the appointment of one secretary, 
and two inspectors, taken from amongthe electors.. 

Art. 69. The electors shall ait> rwards exhibit 
their certificates of election, that they may be ex- 
amined by the secretary and inspectors, who on 
the next following day shall give an account of « heir 
regularity. The certificates of the secretary and 
inspector* shall be examined by a committee of 
three members of the meeting, who shall be ap- 
pointed for that purpose, and who shall report 01% 
the same or the next following day. 

Art. 70 On the same d*y, the parish electors be- 
ing assembled, the report* on the certificates of 
election shall be read; and if any objection shall 
be made either to the certificates or to the electors, 
on account of their not having the requisite qualifi- 
cations, the meeting shall, in the same sitting, de- 
cide on that subject, and there shall be no appeal 
from their decision. 

Art. 71. This being done, the parish electors, 
headed by their president, shall repair to the prin- 
cipal church, whtre a solemn mass to the Holy 
Ghost shall be celebrated by the priest, who shall 
stand Highest in hierarchical order, and who shall 
also deliver a discourse on the occasion. 

Art. 72 After divine service the electors shall 
return to the consislorial hall, and take their seats 
without any preference The secretary shall read 
this chapter of the constitution, and the president 
shall put the question contained in the 49th article, 
and every particular of its contents shall be observ- 
ed. 

Art 73. Immediately afterwards the election for 
one or more district electors shall take place; they 
shall be balloted for in successive order, in a secret 
manner, by ballots, on which the name of the per- 
son whom each voter chooses to nominate, shall be 
inscribed. 

Ml. 74. The poll being closed, the president, se- 
cretary, and inspectors shall count the votes, and that 

f Krson shall be elected who shall have at least one 
lalfofthem in his favor and one over. The presi- 
dent shall publish the result of each election. If 
no person shall have the absolute majority of 
the suffrages, the two candidates who shall have 
obtained the greatest number of votes shall be bal- 
loted for a second lime, and he who shall have the 
majority in his favor shulI be nominated. If two 
persons shall have the same number of votes, they 
shall draw lots. 

Art 75. No man can be chosen a district elector 
unless he is a citizen in the full exercise of his civil 
rights, above twenty -five years of age, and an in- 
habitant residing in the district, whether he be a 
layman or one of the secular clergy. The election 
may fall upon citizens either in or out of the meet- 
ing. 

Art 76. The secretary shall make up a record 
of the proceedings, which shall be signed by him, 
the prtsident, and inspectors, and a copy of the 
same, authenticated by the above named officers* 
shall be delivered to the member or members elect, 
as evidence of h*s or their election. The presi- 
dent of the meeting shall send another copy of the 
said proceeding, signed by him and the secretary, 
to the president of the provincial meeting, who 
shall cause the election to be published in the news- 
papers. 

Art 77. All the provisions of the 55th, 56th, 57th, 
and 58th articles concerning parish meetings shall 
be observed in thpss of districts. 
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cn aftkii r. said officers, write down the name of the person fo 

Of provincial electoral meeting*. whom he votes The secretary and inspectors shall 

Art. 78. The provincial electoral meetings shall be the first to give in their votes, 
be composed of all the district electors of the pro- Art 89. i'he poll being Closed, the president, se- 
vince, who shall convene in the principal city, in cretary, and inspectors shall count the votes, and 
order to nominate their respective number of de- that person shall be elected who shall have at least 
puties to the cortes, to act as representatives to one half of them in his favor, and one over. If »•«> 
the nation. person shall have the absolute majority of suffrages- 

Art. 79. In the peninsula and adjacent islands the two candidates who shall have obtained the 
those meetings shall always be held On the first greatest number of votes shall be balloted for a sc* 
Sunday of December, in the year next preceding cond time, and he who shall have the majority in 
that of the meeting of the cortes. hiif favor, shall be duly elected. If two persons 

Art 80. In the ultramarine provinces they shall shall have the same number of votes, they shall 
be held on the second Sunday in .March of the same draw lots, and the president shall publish the result 
year in which the district meetings shall be assem- of e*ch election. 

bled. Art 90. After the •lepu ties shall have been elect- 

Art 81. The provincial electoral meetings shall ed, the meeting shall proceed in the same manner 
be presided over by the principal civil officer of the to the nomination ofsubstitutes, whos** number shall 
capital of the province, before whom the district Be in each province in the proportion of one to 
electors shall appear, provided with the certilicate three deputies If a province elects no more than 
of their election, in order that their names may be one or two deputies, it shall nevertheless nominate 
inscribed on the records of the meeting. one substitute. These substitutes shall repair to 

Art 82. On the appointedday the district electors! the cortes in case of the death of the deputy of a 
shall assemble, together with the president, in the province, or of his being deemed incapable by the 
consistorial hall, or any other building suitable to said cortes, at whatever, period these two events 
the solemnity of the proceedings, with open doors, may happen after the election, 
and they shall proceed to nominate, by a majority Art. 91. No man can be elected a deputy to the cor- 
of one secretary, avid two inspectors, from among tes unless lie is a citizen in the full exercise of his ci- 
the electors. vil rights, above five and twenty yeare of age, an in- 

Art 83. If a province has only one deputy to habitant of the province, and has resided therein at 
elect, he shall be balloted for by at least five elec- least seven years, whether he be a layman or of se- 
tors, distributing that number among its districts, cular clergy; and the election may fall ou citizens 
or forming new ones for that special purpose. either in or out of the meeting. 

Art. 84. I’he four chapters of this constitution Art. 92. No one can be a deputy to the corte$ who 
which relate to the subject of elections, and after- has not a suitable income of his own. 
wards the proceedings of the district electors, trans- \rt. 93. The provision of the next preceding ar- 

mitted by their respective presidents, shall be rend, tide shall remain suspended until the next meeting 
The electors shall produce the certificates of their of the cortes shall have decided when it is to have 
nomination, that they may be examined by the se- its fall effect, and shall have determined the quota 
cretary and inspectors, who on the next following of the income, from what kind of property it must 
day shall report thereon. The certificates of the proceed; and whatever they shall determine on 
secretary and inspectors shall be examined by a that subject shall be a constitutional law, the same 
committee of three membefa of the meeting, who as if it was here inserted. 

shall be appointed for that purpose, and who shall Art. 94. If it shall happen that the same person 
make their report on the next following day. is elected by the province in which lie was bom. 
Art. 85. On the same day, the district electors and likewise by that which he inhabits, his election 
being assembled, the reports on the certificates of by the latter shall prevail, and the substitute elected 
election shall be read; and if any objection be made, by the province which gave him birth shall repair 
either to the certificates or to the electors, on ac- to the cortes and supply his place, 
count of their not havingthe requisite qualifications. Art. 95. Ministers, counsellers of state, and those 
the meeting shall in the same silting decide on who hold offices in the king's household, cannot be 
that subject, and there shalfbe no appeal from their elected deputies to the cortes. 
decision. Art. 96. No foreigner, though naturalized, can be 

Art. 86 This being done, the district electors, a deputy 4o the cortes. 
headed by their president, shall repair to the cathe- Art. 97. No public functionary appointed by the 

dral or principal church, when a solemn mass to government can be elected deputy to the cortes by 
the Roly Ghost shall be celebrated by the bishop, the province in which he exercises his office. 

• or, in his absence, by the priest who shall stand Art 98. The secretary shall make up a record 
highest in hierarchical order, who shall also deliver of the elections, which snall be signed by him, tiie 
a discourse on the occasion. president and all the electors. 

Art. 87. After divine service they shall return Art. 99. Xftervvards all the electors without ex- 
to the place of meeting, and. With open doors, the ccption, shall give to all the deputies, and to every 
electors shall take their seats without any prefer- one in particular, full powers in the following form, 
ence. The president shall put the question con- and shall deliver to each deputy that which con- 
tained in the 49th article, and every particular of its cerns him, that he may exhibit it to the cortes. 
contents shall be observed. Art. 100. The powers shall be expressed in these 

Art. 88. Afterwards the electors present shall words: 
proceed to the election of one or more deputies, “In the town or city of in the year in the 
who shall be balloted for in successive order, and ball of before ine the underwritten notary 
for that purpose each elector shall draw near the and the witnesses called for that purpose, appear- 
table placed before the president, inspectors, and led (here insert the names of the president and of 
secretary, and there shall, in the presence of the' f Continued in the Supplement. J 

■■ . .■■J'L 1 "i- ■■ ■- ■■ ■■■■■■■ ■. .. . . 
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traordinary cortes of the nation in the year 1812, 
and to prevent any attempt to violate the same? 
Jim. 1 do. hit. Do you swear faithfully to discharge 
the duties of the office with which the nation has 
intrusted you, and to have always in view the good 
and prosperity of this same nation? Ant. I do swear 
it. — If* you observe your oath, may God reward you 1 , 
—if not, may he call you to an account far it! 

Art. 118. They shall then proceed to a private 
•lection, by an absolute majority of votes, of one 
president, one vice-president, and four secretaries, 
taken from the said deputies; which being done, 
the cortes shall be considered as duly organized 
and constituted, and all the functions of tike perma- 
nent sitting shall cease. 

Art. 119. On the same day a committee, composed 
of twenty -two members and two of the secretaries, 
shall be appointed to wait upon the king, in order to 
inform him of the cones being duly constituted, and 
of the president whom they have elected, and that 
he may make known whether he shall attend the 
opening of the cortes, which shall take place on 
the first day of March. 

An. 120. If the king shall be out of the capital, 
the said information shall be transmitted to him in 
wming, and he shall return his answer in the same 
manner. 

Art. 121. The king shall personally attend the 
opening of the cortes; but, if prevented therefrom 
by some cause or other, the opening shall be made 
by the president on the appointed day, and shall on 
no pretence whatsoever be postponed. The same 
for malities shall take place on the closing of' the 
cortes. j 

Art. 122. The king shall enter the hall of the 
cortes without guards; he shall only be attended by 
those persons who shall be designated by the regu- 
lations of the cortes concerning the ceremonies to 
be observed at his entrance and departure. 

Art. 123. The king shall deliver a speech, in 
which he shall propose to the cortes what he may 
think proper, to which the president shall answer 
in general terms. If the king shall not personally 
attend, he shall send his speech to the president, 
that he may read it to the cortes. 

Art. 124. The cortes cannot deliberate in the 
king’s presence. 

Art. 125. When the ministers of state shall have I 
any communications to make in the name of thej 
king to the cortes, they shall attend the debates 
•at such times and in such manner, as shad be deter- 
mined by the cortes; they shall have the privilege 
of expressing their sentiments, but shall not be 
present when the votes are taken. 

Art. 126. The sittings of the cortes shall be pub- 
lic, and the galleries shall be cleared only in those 
oases in which secrecy is required. 

Art. 127. In the debates of the cortes, and all 
that belongs to tlieir internal order and govern- 
ment, the regulations which shall be made by these 
general and extraordinary cortes shall be observed, 
without prejudice to the alterations which succes- 
sive cortes may think proper to make. , 

Art. 128. The persons of the deputies shall be in- 
violable, and they shall not be responsible in any case 
for their opinions before any tribunal. In criminal 
oases they shall be amenable to the tribunal of the 
cortes only, in the form and manner which shall be 
prescribed by the regulations for their internal go- 
vernment During the sessions of the cortes, and 
for one month afterwards, no deputy can be prose- 
cuted or arrested for debt . 

Art. 129 No deputy thall, during the term of his of- 
fice, which shall be reckoned from the time of hie 


a • s o 

election being matte known to me per- ai. ,i com- 
mittee of the cortes, accept for himself, m-rsol.c.t for 
another, any office at the king’s disposal, nor even 
promotion, unless it be in the regular course, ac- 
cording to the profession which he exercises. 

Art 130. Neither shall he, while he is a member 
of the cortes, and for one year after he shall have 
ceased to act as such, receive for himself, or solicit 
for another, any pension or dignities whatever at 
the king’s disposal. 

CHAPTKB TIT. 

Of the porcci't oj the cortet 

Art. 131. The cortes shall have power— 

1. To propose and decree the laws, and to ex- 
plain and repeal them if necessar) ; 

2. To administer the oath to the king, the prince 
of Astunas, and the regency, as prescribed under 
their respective article s; 

3 To decide upon every question of fact or law 
concerning the succession to the c own; 

4. To appoint a regency or a regent of the king- 
dom when required by the constitution, and deter- 
mine the restriction* under which the regency or 
the regent are to exercise the royal authority; 

5 To cause the prince of Asturias to be publicly 
acknowledge d> 

6. To appoint a guardian to the minor king, 
when required by the constitution; 

7. To approve, before they are ratified, all trea- 
ties of offensive alliance and of subsidy, and special 
treaties of commerce; 

8 To allow or forbid the admission of foreign 
troops into the kingdom; 

9. To decree the creation or suppression of offices 
in the tribunals established by the constitution, and 
likewise of pubtic offices; 

10. To determine every year, on the king's pr6- 
pos l,the numberof the sea and land forces, and how 
many are to be kept on foot in time of peace, and 
to what extent they shall be increased m time of 
war; 

1 1. To make rules for the government and regu- 
lation of the land and naval forces; 

12. I o determine the expenses of the public ad« 
ministration; 

13 I o lay annually the imposts and taxes; 

14. To borrow money, when necessary, on the 
national credit; 

15. To, approve the assessment of the taxed 
among the several provinces; 

16. To examine and approve the accounts of the 
expenditure of the public money; 

17. To establish custom-houses and fix the rale# 
of duties; 

18. To decide what is necessary for the adminis- 
tration, preservation, and alienation of the public 
property; 

19. ! o fix the value, weight, purity, stamp, and 
the denomination of the several coil S; 

20. To adopt a standard of weights and measure# 
the most just and convenient; 

21. To promote and favor all branches of indus- 
try, and remove, all obstacles by which they might 
be impeded; 

22. o establish a general plan of teaching for 
the public schools throughout the monarchy, and 
approve of the plan which shall be prepared for 
the education of the prince of Asturias; 

23. o approve of the general regulations con- 
cerning the public health, and the general police 
throughout the kingdom; 

24. o protect the political freedom of the preflfc 

25. o ehforcc the responsibility of the minis* 
tersof state and other public functionaries; 
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26. And, lastly, to give or refuse their consent 
in all those cases in which it is required by the con* 
stitution. 

CHAPTER Tin. 

Of the lave, und of the royal sanction . 

Art. 132. Every deputy has a right to propose 
laws, but it must be done by bill in writing, accom 
pamed with the reasons on which it is founded. 

Art. 133. The bill shall be read a second time, 
two days at least aft. r it shall have been brought in, 
and the cortes shall deliberate whether it shall be 
debated or not. 

*rt. 134. W hen admitted to debate, the cortes 
may previously refer it to a committee, if in their 
opinion the importance of the subject requires it. 

Art. 155. The bill shall be read a third time, four 
days at least after it shall have been admitted and 
the cortes shall appoint the day on which it shall 
be debated. 

Art. 136. On the appointed day the bill and each 
of its sections shall be debated. 

Art. 137. The cortes shall decide when the 
is sufficiently debated, and, having decided that it 
is, they shall determine whether the question shall 
be taken. 

Art 138. If it be decided that the question shall 
be taken, it shall immediately be put to vote, and 
the bill shall be admitted in whole or in part, and 
with such amendments as shall have been propos- 
ed during the debate. 

Art. 139. The question shall be decid d by an 
absolute majority of votes, and it shall he necessa- 
ry to form a quorum that one h If of all the depu- 
ties composing the curtes and one more be pre- 
sent. 

Art. 140 If the cortes shall reject a bill at what- 
ever period of the debate, or shall resolve that the 
question shall not be taken, it shall not be brought 
in again the same year. j 

Art. 141. If it shall have passed, it shall b£ drawn 
up in writing by duplicates i the form of a law, und 
shall be read to the cortes; afterwards the two ori- 1 
ginals, signed by the president and two secretaries, 
shall immediately be presented to the king, by a 
committee appointed for that purpose. 

Art. 142. The king sanctions the laws. 

Art. 143. He shall sanction them in the follow- 
ing form, signed with his own hand: “Let it be ex- 
ecuted into a law.” 

Art. 144. The king shall refuse his sanction in 
the following form, also signed with his own hand: 
•‘Let it be returned to the cortes,” and he shall 
explain his reasons for not sanctioning the same. 

Art. 145. The king shall be allowed thirty days 
for the use of that prerogative; but if, during that 
period, he has not given, or refiised his sanction, it 
•hall be understood by that alone that he has given 
h, and he shall actually give it. 

Art 146. After the king shall have given or re- 
vised his sanction, one of the two original copies 
of the bill shail be returned to the cortes for their 
government, and it shall be deposited in their ar- 
chives; the other copy shall remain in the possession 
of the king. 

Art. 147. If the king shall refuse his sanction, the 
same bill shall not be brought in again before the 
cortes of that year, but may be brought before the 
cortes of another year. 

Art. 148. If the same bill shall be again brought 
in, and be passed by the cortes of the following 
year, it shall be a second time presented to the 
king, who shall give or refuse his sanction in the 
form mentionod in the 143d and 144th articles; and 


in the last case it shall not be brought before the 
cortes of that year. 

Art. 149. If the same bill shall be brought in for 
the third time, and shall have passed in the cortes 
of the following year, it shall be considered, by that 
alone, as having received the king’s sanction; and, 
on the bill being presented to him, he shall in fact 
sanction it in the torm prescribed in the 143d arti# 
cle. 

Art. 150. If the day on which the cortes arc to 
close their session shall arrive before the expira- 
t on of the thirty days allow* d to the king for giv- 
ingor refusing bis sanction, he shall give or refuse 
it, during the first eight days of the session of the 
next cortes; and if he shall not have done it within 
that time, the bill* shall nevertheless be considered 
as sanctioned, and the king shall actually sanction 
it in the form prescribed; but if he shall refuse to 
give his sanction, the said biD may be debated by 
the same curtes. 

Art. 151. Although one or more years may have 
elapsed since the king shall have refused to sanc- 
tion a bill without its havir/g been brought in again, 
yet, if such a bdl shall be brought in, in the same 
legislature which originally passed it, or in one of 
the two immediately following legislatures, it shall 
be considered as the same bill in relation to the 
king’s sanction mentioned in the three preceding 
articles; but if, during the three abovementioned 
legislatures, the bill shall not have been brought 
in again, although it may afterwards be brought in, 
in the same words, it shall he considered as a new 
bill with respect to the king’s sanction 
_ Art. 152. If at the second or third time that the 
bill shall be brought in, within the term prescribed 
in the next preceding article, it shall be rejected by 
the cortes, at w hatever period it may afterwards be 
proposed, it shall be considered as a new bill. 

Art. 153. The laws are repealed in tlie same 
manner, and with the same formalities, that they 
are made. 


CHAPTER IX. 

Of promulgating the lavs . 

Art. 154. After a law shall have been published 
in the cortes, the king shall be apprized thereof, 
and he shall immediately proceed to the promulga- 
tion of the same. 

Art. 155. The king shall promulgate the laws ivt 
the following form: N (thfe king’s name), by the 
grace of Cod and the constitution of the Spanish 
monarchy, king of Spain, to all to whom these pre- 
sents shall come, know >e: that the cortes have de- 
creed, and we do sanction the following law’ (here 
Shall be inserted the literal text of the law): Where- 
fore, we order all the tribunals, magistrates, chiefs, 
governors, and other civil, military, and ecclesiasti- 
cal authorities, of every rank and description, to 
conform themselves to the said law, and to see it 
maintained and executed in all its parts. You shall 
take the proper measures to have the said law car- 
ried into effect, printed, and published. (It shall 
be directed to the ministers of the several depart- 
ments.) 

Art. 156. All the laws shall be transmitted, in the 
name of the king, by the ministers of the several 
departments, to all and every supreme tribunal, 
those of the provinces, and other superior autho- 
rities, who shall transmit them to the subordinate. 


CHAPTER x. 

Of the permanent committee of the cortes . 

Art. 157. The cortes before they close theirjies- 
sion, shall appoint a committee, which shall be de- 
nominated the permanent committee of the cortes; it 

shall be composed of seten persons taken from 
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among the deputies, to wit: tliree deputies from the 
European provinces; three from those ot the ultra- 
marine dominions; and the seventh shall be chosen 
by lot from among the European and ultramarine 
deputies. 

Art. 158. The cortes shall at the same time ap- 
point two substitutes for the said committee, one 
from Europe, and the other from the ultramarine 
provinces. 

Art. 159. The functions of the permanent com- 
mittee shall continue from the end of the session of 
one ordinary cortes to the commencement of ano- 
ther. . . „ . 

Art. 160. The permanent committee shall have 

.power — , _ , 

X. To see that the constitution and laws have 
been duly observed* in order to render an account 
’ to the next cortes of all the infractions which have 
come to their knowledge; 

2 To convoke extraordinary cortes in the ca- 
ses prescribed by the constitution; 

3. To discharge the functions mentioned in the 
111th and 112th articles; 

4. To give notice to the substitutes to fill the 
places vacated by deputies, and, in case of death or 
absolute inability o the deputies and substitutes of 
a province, to give the proper orders that the said 
province may proceed to a new election. 

CHAPTER XI. 

Of the extraordinary cortes . 

Art. 161. The extraordinary cortes shall be com- 
posed of tiie same deputies who constitute the or- 
dinary cortes, during the two years for which they 
are elected. 

Art. 16 .. The permanent committee shall con- 
voke them on an appointed day in the three follow- 
ing cases: 

1. If the crown shall be vacant j 

2. If the king be unqualified, in any manner what- 
ever, to hold the reins of the government, or shall 
manifest his desire to abdicate the crown in favor 
of his successor, the committee being in the first 
case authorised to take all the necessary measures 
to ascertain the king’s inability; 

3. If, in critical circumstances, or upon some pe- 
culiarly arduous business, the king shall think pro 
per to convene them, in which cases he shall give 
information thereof to the permanent committee of 
'the cortes. 

Art. 163. The extraordinary cortes shall take 
cognizance of no other object but that for which 
they have been convened. 

Art. 164. The sessions of the extraordinary cortes 
shall commence and close with the same formali- 
ties that are prescribed tor the ordinary cortes. 

Art. 165. The extraordinary cortes being as- 
sembled, shall not prevent the election of new de- 
puties at the prescribed period. 

Art 166. If it shall happen that the extraordina- 
ry cortes have not closed their session on the day 
appointed for the meeting of the ordinary cortes, 
the former shall cease their functions, and the lat- 
ter shall resume the debate of the subject for which 
the former had been convoked. 

Art. 167. The permanent committee of the cortes 
shall continue the functions ascribed to them by the 
111th and 112th articles in the case mentioned in 
the next preceding article. 

TITLE IV. 

Of the h'v. 

CHAPTER I. 

Of the irwiolability of th kin#, and of Ids authority. 

Art. 168. The person of the king ii sacred and 
inviolable, and he can tfo no wrong* 


Art. 169. l he king shall be styled, his catholio 
majesty 

Art. 170 The executive power shall be vested 
exclusively in the king, and his authority shall ex- 
tend to all that may be conducive to the preserva- 
tion of the public order and safety of the state, 
conformably to the constitution and laws. 

Art 171 Besides the prerogative of sanctioning* 
and promulgating the laws, the king shall also have 
power — 

1 To make such decrees, regulations, and re- 
strictions as he may think necessary for the full ex- 
ecution of the laws; 

2 To see that justice be promptly and fully ad- 
ministered throughout the kingdom; 

3 To declare war, and make and ratify treaties of 
peace, laying the same afterwards with the docu- 
ments before the cortes; 

4 To appoint the magistrates of all the civil and 
criminal tribunals. On the nomination of the council 
of state; 

5. To nominate to all the civil and military of- 
fices; 

6. To present, with the advice of the council of 
of state, to all bishoprics, benefices, and ecclesiasti- 
cal dignities of royal patronage; 

7. To grant honors and distinctions of every kind, 
according to law; 

8 To take the command of all the sea and land 
forces, and appoint the generals; 

9 Vo dispose of the armed force, and distribute 
the same in the most convenient manner; 

10. I o direct the diplomatic and commercial re- 
lations with foreign powers, and appoint ambassa- 
dors, ministers, and consuls; 

11 I o coin money, on which his bust and name 
shall be stamped; 

12 To regulate the administration of the public 
monies in all its branches; 

13. I o pardon criminals according to law; 

14 to propose to the -cortes the making or re| 
pealing of such laws as may be advantageous to the 
general welfare of the nation, in order that they 
may debate the subject according to the form pre- 
scribed; 

15. To permit or forbid, with the consent of the 
cortes, the publication of decrees of ecclesiastical 
councils and pontifical bulls containing provisions 
of general import: if they relate to particular affairs 
or matters involving the -concerns of government, 
the advice of the council of state shall be^ taken;, 
and if they relate to or involve subjects of litigation, 
the supreme tribunal of justice shall take cogni- 
zance thereof, and decree upon the same according 
to law; 

16. To appoint and remove from office, the mini* 
ten of state and others. 

Art. 172. The restrictions on the royal authority 
are as follows:— ** 

1. The king shall not, under any pretence what- 
ever, prevent the meeting of the cortes, in the ca- 
ses and at the periods prescribed by the constitu- 
tion, nor suspend or dissolve th e m, nor in any man- 
ner whatever embarrass their sessions and delibe- 
rations. Those who shall be instrumental in the 
above cases, either by their advice or assistance, 
shall be declared traitors, and persecuted as such; 

2. He shall not go out of the kingdom without 
the consent of the cortes, or else he shall be un- 
derstood to have abdicated the crown; 

3. H$ shall not alienate, grant, renounce, or 
transfer, in any manner whatever, the royal autho- 
rity, or any of its prerogatives, te another. 


Digitized by 


Google 


NILES* REGISTER MAT 13 , 1820 — SPANISH CONSTITUTION. 


to* 


It from some cause or other he shall wish to ab- 
dicate the crown in favor of his next successor, he 
.shall be obliged to have the consent of the cortes; 

4. He shall not alienate, grant, or exchange any 
province, city, borough, or any other portion of the 
Spanish territory, however small its extent may be; 

5. He shall not enter into an offensive alliance, 
nor make a pecial treaty of commerce with any 
foreign pow\ r, without the consent' of the corieS; 

6. He shall not engage by treaty to furnish sup- 
ply s to a foreign power without the consent of the I 
cortes; 

7. He dial! not tranfer or alienate the national 
property whhout the consent of the cortes; 

8. He shall not of his sole authority levy any impo- 
flatio-*. either directly or indirectly, nor demand any 
jMipplie8 under whatever denomination, or for any 
object whatever; but ail grants of public money 
•hall be directed by the cortes; 

9. He shall not grant any exclusive privilege to 
any person or corporation whatever; 

10. He shall not take the property of any person 
or corporation, nor hinder or impede the free 
possession, use, and benefit thereof; and if at any 
time it shall be necessary, for an object of utility, 
to take an individua ’s property, that man shall be 
indemnified, and an equivalent, to be estimated by 
honest and indifferent persons, shall be given to 
him; 

11. He shall not deprive any individual of his li- 
berty, nor of his own authority inflict upon him any 
punishment. The minister of state who shall have 
signed such order, and the judge who shall have ex- 
ecuted it, shall be responsible therefor to the na- 
tion, and prosecuted as violators of personal liberty. 
He may only in cases when the welfare and safety 
jof the Btatc shall require it, give orders fbr the ar- 
Teat of any person, but on condition that such per- 
son shall within forty-eight hours be delivered over 
to the competent tribunal or magistrate; 

12. Before he shall contract marriage, he shall 
give notice thereof to the cortes. in order to obtain 
their consent, and if he shall omit that formality, 
be shall be considered as having abdicated the 
crown. 

Art. 173. The cortes shall administer to the 
Iring, on his accession to the throne, or, if lie be 
under age, when lie shall assume the reins of ti-e 
.government, an oath in the words following: 

I, N. (the king’s name'* by the grace of God and 
the constitution of the Spanish monarchy, king of 
8pain, do swear by God and the holy gospels, that 
I will protectand maintain the Homan catholic and 
apostolic religion, and will not permit any other in 
the kingdom; that I will support the constitution 
and laws of the Spanish monarchy, and cause the 
same to be observed, and that all my actions shall 
be directed to its good and welfare; that I will not 
alienate, transfer, or dismember any portion of the 
kingdom; that I never will exact any produce, mo- 
ney, or any thing else which shall not have been 
decreed by the cortes; that 1 will not deprive any 
one of his property; and, above all, that I will re- 
spect the national and individual liberty; and ifl 
shall act in opposition to the whole or part of this my 
oath, my orders shall not be obeyed, and all such 
acts shall be null and void. May Cod help and de 
lend me if I am true to my oath, and call me to an 
account ifl violate it! 

CHAPTBB IT. 

Of the eucceuion to the enram. 

Art. 174. The kingdom of Spain is indivisible; 
and from the promulgation of the constitution the 
the succession to the throne shaU be always taken 


from among the lawful descendants, male or female, 
in regular order of primogeniture and representa- 
tion of the lives hereafter mentioned. 

Art. 175. No one* shall be king of Spain who was 
not bom in lawful wedlock. 

Art. 176. The males shall have the preference 
over the females, and the elder always over the 
younger, when in the same degree; but females of 
a nearer line or degree slis^ll have the preference 
over the males of one more distant. 

Art. 177. The son or daughter of the king’s 
eldest r on, in case of his father dying without hav- 
ing succeeded to the crown, shall have the prefer- 
ence over his or her uncles, and shkll immediately 
succeed to bis or her grandfather by right of repre- 
sentation. 

Art. 178 As long as the direct line of sue cession 
shall exist, the crown shall not be vested in a col- 
lateral branch. 

Art. 179. ! he king of Spain is our lord don 
Ferdinand Vll. of Bourbon, who at present reigns^ 

Art. 180. After don Ferdinand VII. of Bourbon, 
his lawful descendants, either males or females, 
shall succeed to the crown, and after them his bro- 
thers or sisters, and the brother* or sisters of his 
father and their lawful descendants, in the order* 
already mentioned, regard being had, as to eadi 
of them, te the right of representation, and to the 
preference due to the nearest line over those which 
are more distant. 

Art. 181. ''he cortes shall exclude from the sue- 
cession tha f or those persons who shall be unquali- 
fied to govern, or who shall have by their deeds de- 
served to forfeit the crown. • 

Art 182. K* it shall happen that all the lines here- 
in mentioned, shall become . extinct, the cortes 
shall call another family to the throne whom they 
shall think roost for the advantage of the nation, 
and tho order and rules of succession already pre- 
scribed shall be followed. 

Art. 183. If the crown shall fall, or has already 
fallen, upon a female, she shall not contract mar- 
riage without having first obtained the consent of 
the cortes; and in the contrary case she shall be 
considered to have abdicated the crown. 

Art. 184. When a woman shall wear the crown, 
her husband shall have no authority whatever 
over the kingdom, nor any share in its government. 

CHAPTER III. 

Of the king** minority and of the regency. 

Art 185. The king is a minor until he attains 
the full age of eighteen years. 

Art. 186 The kingdom shall he goveme^ by a 
regency during the minority of the king 

Art 187 It shall likewise be governed by a re- 
gency if the king, from some physical or moral 
cause, shall be incapacitated from exercising his 
authority. 

Art. i88. If the cause which prevents the king 
from holding the reins of government shall last 
longer than two years, the cortes, instead of ap- 
pointing a regency, shall have the power of appoint- 
ing his next successor, if he be of full age, regent 
of the kingdom. 

Art 189. In case the crown .shall be vacant dur- 
ing the minority of the prince of Asturias, the extra- 
ordinary cortes shall assemble if the ordinary cortes 
are not in session. The provisional regency shall 
be composed of the queen mother, if she be living, 
of the two deputies of the permanent committee of 
the cortes the most ancient in the order of their 
election, and two of the oldest counsellors of state, 
that is to say, the president of the council, and 
the next to him in seniority. If the queen mother 
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lie not living, then the third elder counsellor of Ai t. 207. He shall likewise forfeit his right to the 

state shall he one of the regency. “ crown by remaining abroad longer than he had bt en 

Art. 190. The provisional regency shall be pre- allowed, and on being required to re-enter the king- 
sided over by the queen, if she be living, and, in dom, refusing to comply with the summons within 
default of her, by the eldest member of the per- the time prescribed by the cortes. 
manent committee of the cortes in order of elec- Art. 208. The prince of Asturias, the infants and 
tion. infantas, and their children and their d scemlmnti* 

Art. 191. The provisional regency shall expedite if subjects of the king, shall not marry without hav- 
no business but that which can admit of no delay, ing first obtained his consent, and that of the cortes, 
and they shall appoint and remove public function- on pain of forfeiting th.ir right to the crowm. 
anes only pro tempore Art. 209. An authenticated copy of the certificates 

Art. 192. The extraordinary cortes being assem- of birth, marriage and death of all the members of 
bled, tiiey shall appoint a regency composed of the rojal family shall be delivered to the cortes— 
three of five persons. and if they are not assembled, to the permanent 

Art. 193. No one can be a member of the regen- committee to be deposited among their archives, 
ey who is not a citizen in full exercise of his rights; Art. 211). The prince of Asturias shall be acknoW- 
foreigners are also excluded, although naturalized, ledged as such by^the cortes, with the formalities 
Art. 194. The regency shall be presided over by which shall be prescribed by the regulations for 
one of its members, on the nomination of the cortes, their internal government. 

who shall also decide, if necessary, whether the Art. 211. That acknowledgment shall be made by~ 
presidency shall be exercised by all the members ! the first cortes assembled after bis birth, 
by turns, or otherwise, and in what manned. I Art. 212. The prince of Asturias, afVer he shall 
Art. 195. The regency shall exercise the royal have completed his fourteenth year, shall, before 
authority in the manner which shall be prescribed the cortes, take the following oath: *1, N. (his name) 
by the cortes. prince of \sturias, do swear by God and the holy 

Art. 196. \n oath shall be administered to the gospels, that 1 will defend and maintain the Roman 
provisional and permanent regency, in the form catholic and apostolic religion, and will not permit 
prescribed by the 173d article, with the additional any other in the kingdom; that 1 will support the 
clause that they shall be faithful to the king. The constitution of the Spanish monarchy, and that 1 
permanent regency shall moreover swear that they will be faithful and obedient to the king. So help 
will confine themselves Within the limits prescrib - 1 rae God " 
ed by the cortes in the exercise of the royal autho- cbaptkb v. 

rity; and that when the king shall be of age, or his | Of the provision for the royal family . 

inability shall cease, they will place the reins of • Art. 213. The cort«9 shall fix the annual provision 
government into his hands, on pain of being pu- for the king’s household, which shall be conunen- 
ni shed as traitors, if they shall delay but a moment surate to the high dignity of his person, 
so to do. Art 214. All those royal palaces belong to the 

\rt 197. All the acts of the regency shall be is- king, which were possessed by his predecessors: 
sued in the name of the king. and the cortes shall assign such lands as they shall 

Art. 198. That person shall be the guardian of think most convenient for the king’s sports. 

» the minor king whom the late king shall have ap- Art. 215. The cortes shall determine what sum 
pointed for that purpose by his last will and testa- shall be annually allowed to the prince of Asturian 
m< nt; and, for want of such appointment, the queen from the day of his birth, and to the infants and in- 
mot' er shall be the guardian of the minor king, fantas from that on which they shall be'full seven 
whilst she shall remain a widow; and, in default of years of age, for their establishment, which sum 
her, such guardian shall be appointed by the cortes. shall be commensurate with their respective dig- 
In the first and last cases the guardian must have nities. 

been born in the kingdom Art. 216. The cortes shill determine what sum 

' Art. 199. The regency shall see that the educa shall be allowed to the infantas for their dowries^ 
tion given to the minor king be suited to his high when they Shall marry; and, that sum being paid, 
dignity, and conformably to the plan which shall the yearly provision for their establishment shall 
be adopted by the cortes. cease. 

Art 200. The cortes shall fix the compensation Art. 217. If the infants shall marry and reside in 
which shall be paid to the members of the regency, the kingdom, they shall continue to receive the 
chapter iv. yearly sum allowed for their establishment; but if 

Of the royal family, and of the ^cognition of the prince they shall marry and reside out of the kingdom, the 
oj Antnriao, said yearly allowance shall cease, and a gross sum 

Art. 201. The king's eldest son shall be styled shall be paid to them, to be determined by the 
prince of Asturias. cortes. 

Art. 202 t he other children of the king shall be Art. 218. The yearly sum to be allowed to the 
styled infants of Spain. queen dowager, for her establishment, shall be de- 

Art. 203. The children of the prince of Asturias termined by the cortes. 
shall likewise be styled infants of Spain. Art. 219. The compensation for the services of 

Art. 204. No other persons hut those abovemen- the members of the regency shall be paid out of the 
tioned shall have the title of Infants of Spain. sums allowed for the establishment of the king’s 
Art. 205. The infants of Spain shall enjoy the household, 
same honors and distinctions which they have hi- Art. 220. At the beginning of each reign the 
therto enjoyed; they shall be capable of being ap- cortes shall fix the sums which shall be allowed for 
pointed to all offices, except those of judicature and the king's household, and for the establishments of 
of deputies to the cortes. his family, as mentioned in the above articles; and 

Art. 206. The prince of Asturias shall not leave during that reign no alterations shall be made 
the kingdom without the consent of the cortes, therein. 

otherwise he shall ipto facto forfeit his right to the Art. 221. All those sums shall be paid out of the 
erown. national treasury, to. the administrator appointed 
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for that purpose by the king, and all the accounts 
•hall be settled by the said administrator. 

CHAPTER VI. 

Of the minuter* of state. 

Art. 322. There shall be seven ministers of state, 
to wit: 

One for foreign relations. 

One for the deparment of the peninsula and ad- 
jacent islands. 

One for the department of the ultramarine domi- 
nions. 

Cneforthe department of justice and favors. 

One for the department of finances. 

One for the department of* war. 

One for the department of the navy. 

The cortes shall make such alterations in this ar- 
rangement as experience shall point out, or circum- 
stances may require. 

Art. 223. No one can be a minister of state who is 
not a citizen, in the full exercise of his rights; fo- 
reigners are also excluded, although naturalized. 

Art. 224. A special regidation, approved by the 
cortes shall determine the kind of business which 
shall belong to each department. 

Art. 225. All the king's ordinances shall be sign- 
ed by the minister of state of the corresponding de- 
partment. 

Art. 226. The ministers of state shall be respon- 
sible to the cortes for signing ordinances contrary 
to the constitution and laws, and their having been 
ordered by the king so to do shall not be admitted 
as an excuse. 

Art. 227. The ministers of state shall every year 
produce an estimate of the funds necessary for the 
administration of their respective departments, and 
shall give in their accounts in the manner which 
shall hereafter be determined. 

Art 228 In order to force the responsibility of 
the ministers of state, the cortes shall first decree 
that there is cause of accusation. 

Art 229. Such decree having been issued, the 
minister of state shall be suspended from his func- 
tions, and the cortes shall deliver-to the supreme 
tribunal of justice all the documents relative to the 
cause; the said tribunal shall take cognizance there- 
of, and determine on the merits, according to law. 

Art. 230 The cortes shall fix the compensation 
which shall be paid to the ministers of stato for their 
actual services. 

CHAPTER VII 
Of the council of *iate 

Art. 231 The council of state shall be composed 
of forty peisons, who shall be citizens, in the full 
oxercise of their rights. Foreigners are excluded, 
although naturalized. 

Art 232. The counsellors shall be precisely of the 
following description, to wit: four and no more of 
the ecclesiastical order, distinguished for their ta- 
lents and merit, two of whom snail be bishops; four 
and no more shall be grandees of >pain, of reputed 
virtue, and possessing the necessary knowledge; 
and the other members shall be chosen from among 
the subjects, the most distinguished for their learn- 
ing and merit, or the services they have rendered 
to the state in any principal branch of the adminis- 
tration or government. The cortes cannot propose 
any person to be a counsellor of state who, at the 
time, shall be a member of their body Twelve 
members, at least, of ihe council of state shall be 
liativ s of the ultramarine provinces 

An 233 All the counsellors of state shall he no- 
minated by the king, on the presentation of the 
oortes, in manner hereinafter mentioned 

Art 284. The eortoa shall mskoent a hat of each 


of the three classes of counsellors of state, in the 
proportions abovementioued, each list containing 
three limes the number required, out of which the 
king shall choose the forty individuals who are to 
compose the council of state, taking the ecclesias- 
tics, grandees, and the commons from their respec- 
tive classes. 

Art. 235. When there shall be a vacancy in the 
council of state, the cortes who shall first assemble 
shall lay before the king a list of three persons of 
the corresponding class, out of whom he shall choose 
one. 

Art. 236. The council of state is the only council 
of the king, who shall take their advice on arduous 
and important questions, and principally on the sub- 
ject of giving or refusing his sanction to the lawd, 
declaring war, and making treaties. 

Art. 237. That council shall have the privilege 
of presenting to the king three candidates for each 
vacancy in ecclesiastical livings and offices of judi- 
cature. 

Art . 238. The king shall make tht necessary regu- 
lations concerning the government ot* the council 
of state, after having previously taken their advice, 
which regulations shall belaid before the cortes, for 
their approbation. 

I Art 239. No counsellor of state shall be removed 
from office, without lawful cause, which shall be 
certified by the supreme tribunal of justice. 

Art. 240 The cortes shall fix the compensation 
which shall be allowed to the counsellors of state. 

Art. 241. On taking possession of their offices, 
the counsellors of state shall, before the king, make 
oath that they will maintain the constitution; that 
they will be ’aithful to him; and that their advice 
shall always be directed to the welfare of the na- 
tion, without regard to private interests. 

TITLE V. 

Of the tribunal i and the administration of justice in 
. cm/ and criminal cates. 

CHAPTER I. 

Of the tribunals. 

Art 242 The tribunals shall have the exclusive 
power of applying the laws in civil and criminal 
cases. 

Art. 243. Neither the cortes nor the king shall in 
any case exercise the judicial functions; prevent 
the trial of pending suits; nor order a review or 
rehearing of adjuged cases. 

Art. 244. The order of proceeding in the several 
causes shall be determined by the laws It shall be 
the same for all the tribunals; and neither the edr- 
tes nor the king shall deviate from it. 

Art. 245 The tribunals shall exercise no other 
functions than those of hearing and determining 
causes, and of causing their judgments to be car- 
ried into execution. 

Art 246. They shall not suspend the execution 
of the laws, nor make any regulations concerning 
the administration of justice 

Art 247 No Spaniard shall be tried by special 
commissions, in civil or criminal cases, but by the 
competent tribunal, invested by law with proper 
authority. 

Art 248. There shall be but one judicature for 
all classes of persons, in all cases, civil and criminal, 
not herein specially exempted 

Art. 249 The ecclesiastics shall continue under 
the ecclesiastical jurisdiction, as it now is or may 
be hereafter established "by law. 

Art. 250. The military shall likewise remain un- 
der their own jurisdiction, as is or shall be hereaf- 
ter provided by law. 

Art. 251. JNd one shall be appointed to the office 
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Art. SOO. Within twenty-four hours the accused shall be inform- 1 
tti of the cause of his detention, and the name of his accuser, if 1 
then* be any. 

Art. 30u On the examination of $e accused, all the document* 
•ball be literally read to him, together with the depositions of wit- 
nesses, and their names, that, it they are unknown to him, he may 
know who they are. . .. . , . 

Art. 301. The proceedings shall be afterwards published in such 
manner as shall be prescribed by law. 

Art. 303. Torture and other like compulsory means shall never 
Ifc used. 

Art. 304. The estates of criminals shall never be confiscated. 

Art. 305. No punishment, for whatever crime, shall extend to 
(he family of the offender for any period of time; the culprit alone 
shall suffer lor his crime. < . . 

Art. 306 The bouse of a citizen shall not be entered by force, 
except in cases determined by law for the good order and safety 
of th*. state. 

Art. 307. If afterwards the cortes shall think proper to make a 
distinction between judge* of fact, and judges of kw, they shall 
establish such distinction in »be most convenient manner. 

Art. 308. If, in extraordinary circumstances, the safety of the 
State shall require that some of the formalities prescribed in this 
chapter, for ihe security of offenders, in the whole or part ol the 
monarchy, be suspended, the cortei shall decree such suspension 
for a limited time. 

TITLE VI 

Of ihe internal government of the provinces and towns 

CHAPTER i. 

Of municipal councils 

Art. 300. For the internal government of towns, there shall be 
municipal councils computed of the chief magistrates (alcalde or 


alcaldes) aldermen (regidora,) and the procurator syndic, or town 
proctor; they shall be presided over by the principal civil officer; 
in d-fault or him by the alcr 1 '*** — **" *“ K# ' **•• ,k * 

commission, if there are two. 

Art. 310. There shall he municipal councils throughout the 
kingdom, even in those towns iirwhicb there is at present no such 
establish mept. There shall beomc in each town, the population 
of which, together with its district, amounts to one thousand souls, 
and proper limits shall lie assigned to each township. 

, Art. 31 1. The number of persons of each class who ore to com- 
pose the municipal councils shall he determined by law, according 
(o the respective population of towns. 

Art. Slit. The alcaldes, regidors, and town proctors shall be 
elected by ballot in the several towns. 

Art. 313. The citizens of each town shall assemble every year, 
in the month of December, in order to elect, by a majority of votes, 
•ud in proportion to their population, a certain number of electors, 
who shall be resident within the said town, and in the full exer- 
cise of the rights ofeinzt-uship. 

Art. 314. The electors shall, in the same month, appoint by an 
absolute majority of votes, the alcalde or alcaldes, regidors, and 
town proctor or proctors, who shall enter on the exercise of their 
functions on the first day of January, of the following year. 

Art. 315. The alcaldes shall be changed every year, as well as 
one half the number of regidors and town proctors, if there ate 
two; if only one, he aha!! be changed every year. 

Art. 316. The above-named officers shall not again be elected to 
the said offices, except after an interval of two years, If the popu- 
lation will admit of i'. 1 

Ait. 317. No one shall be made an alcalde, regidor, or town 
proctor, who, betide* being a citizen in the full exercise of his 
rights, is not above twenty-five years of age, and has not resided 
at least five years in the towu; the other qualifications required 1 
to exercise such functions shall be determined by law. 

Art. 318. No public functionary, appointed by the king, and 
in the exercise of his functions, snail be nominated to the office 
of alcalde, regidor, or town proctor. Those persons who serve in 
the militia are not iududed in this article. 

Art. 319. No one, without a legal cause, can excuse himself 
from exercising the aforesaid municipal offices. , 

Art. 3 JO. Each municipal council Isball elect, by an ahwlute] 
majority of votes, one secretary, who snail be paid out of the funds | 
of the corporation. 

Art. 321. The municipal councils shall have power— 

1 To see that the town be kept dean and healthy; 

2. To aid the alcalde in all that concerns the persons and pro- 
perty of tin- inhabitants, and the preservation of public order; 

3. To collect and administer the Corporation re venue, and ex- 
cise duties, conformably to the law and regulations; also to appoint 
a treasurer, under the responsibility of those who shall have elect 
ed him; 

4. To assess and collect the contributions, and pay the same 
aver into the proper treasury; 

5. To superintend the grammar schools and other seminaries of 
learning, paid out of the funds of the corporation; 

6. To oversee the hospitals, the foundling hospitals, and other 
charitable institutions, under such regulations as shall be pre- 
scribed; 

7. To direct the construction and repairs of highways, cause- 
ways, bridges, and prisons; and also to take care of the woods and 
forts 1 1 belonging to the township, and all public works of neces- 
sity, utility, ana ornament; 

8. To make municipal regulations for the town, and to transmit 
them to the cortes for their approbation, through the provincial 

S uncit, who shall forward the same, together with their opinion 
erron; 

9. To promote agriculture, industry, and commerce, according 
to the locality and circumstances of the place, and any olfetf thing 
which may be useful and advaouffeous to iu 


Art. 322. If it shall happen that some works, or other objects 
of piilriic utility, sb*ll be wanted, and tint the corporation or town 
revenues shall not prove sufficient, and it shall he necessary to 
have recourse to excise duties, the* shall not be levied without 
the previous authorisation of the cortes, communicated through 
the provincial council. If the ubjtct for which such duties are 
warned cannot be delayed, the municipality may, with the eon- 
sent of the said provincial council, lav the same pro tempore, 
until the determination of the cortes be known. The monies ac- 
cruing from thtse duties shall be admiuist'ivd in like manner 
with those proceeding from the corporation or town revenues- 
Art. 323. The municipal councils shall discharge the above- 
mentioned duties, under the inspection of the provincial council, 
and shall transmit to them, every year, *?? Authenticated accouut 
of the receipts and expenditures of the public monies* 
CRAeTKRlI. 

OJ the civil government of the provinces, and of the provincial coun- 
cil*. 

Art. 324. The civil government of the provinces shall be vest'd 
in a governor, or president, whom the king shall appoint in each 
of them for that purpose. 

Art. 325- Iu order to promote the prosperity of the pro- 
vinces, there shall be in each of them a council, whieb shall be 
denominated provincial council, and which shall be presided over 
by the person exercising the supreme authority within tbe pro- 
vince. 

Art. 326. The provincial council shall be composed of the pro- 
sidt-nt and iiuendant of the province, and of seven members, who 
shsdl be elected as hereinafter prescribed, without prejudice to the 
alterations in that number which the cortes shall think proper to 
make, or circumstances shall require, after the new partition of* 
the provinces mentioned in the Hth article. 

Art. 327. One half of the memlien of the provincial eonncil 
shall be renewed every two years; the seats of the largest division 
shall be vacated at the expiration of the first two years, and the 
lesser division at the expiratioD of the second term; and so on pro- 
gressively. 

Art. 328. The members of tbe provincial council shall he diet- 
ed by the district electors on the day after they shall have elected 
tbe deputies to the cortes, and iu the same manner. 

An . 329. They shall at (he tame time, and in the same manner, 
elect three substitutes for tach provincial council. 

Art. 330. No one shall be a member of a provincial council, 
who is note citizen in the full exercise of his rights, is not above 
twenty-five years of age, and was not ‘mro, or has not resided in 
the province at least seven years, and has not a sufficient compe- 
tency to enable him to live with decency. No functionary, ap» 
pointed by the king, as mentioned in tbe 3]8th article, shall be a 
member of a provincial council. 

Art. 331. No person shall *>e elected a second time, butfafter an 
interval of four years, from the time he shall have erased to exer- 
cise his functions. 

Art. 332. If, bir some cause or other, th«* governor of the pro- 
vince be prevented front presiding at the provincial council* it 
shall be presided over by the intendant, ana, on his default, by 
the first elected member. 

Art. 333. The provincial council shall appoint a secretary, who 
shall be paid out of tbe funds of the province. 

Art. 334. 1 he provincial councils shall hold their sessions ninety 
days, at most, in the whole year, and these shall he fixed at tbe 
most convenient periods. In the peninsula, they shall assemble 
on the first day of March; and on tbe first day of Jane, in the ul- 
tramarine provinces. 

Art. 335. The provincial councils shall have power — 

1 . To take cognizance and approve of .the assessment of the 
taxes accruing to the province among the different t ow ns: 

2. To sre that, in the towns, the public money be well employ- 
ed, and examine their accounts, in order that, being authenticated 
by them, they may obtain the superior approbation, conforming 
themselves, in every point, to what is prescribed by law and the 
regulations; 

3. To see that municipal councils are established where they 
are required, according to the provisions of article 3lO. 

4. To propose to tht- government to levy excise duties for the 
erection of public works of general utility, or the repairing of old 
ones, in order to obtain the consent or th* cortes thereto. 

If, in thr ultramarine provinces, the urgency of the public 
works shall nut permit to wait for the resolution of the cortes, (be 
proviucial council msy, with th«* express consent of tbe governor 
of ihe province, 1-vy an < xcise duty, giving an account t hereof to 
the government immediately, in onier to obtain the approbation 
of the codes. 

The provincial eonncil shall, under its responsibility, appoint a 
treasunr, for the colltctiou of the excise duty; and the accounts 
of the expenditures, after being «xamiued by the provincial coun- 
cil. shall he transmit! to the government, to be by them certi- 
fied, aod filially sent to the cort-s for tbeir approbation^ 

, 5. To promote tbe education of yourh, agreeably to the ap- 

pro v< d plans, uicourage agriculture, industry and commerce, and 
ravur those who shall have made useful discoveries iu any branch 
thereof; # 

6 To inform the government of the ab«s-*s which they shall 
haveperciivt.ff in the administration of the public revenue; 

7. To make the census of the inhabitants, and a statistical re- 
port upon the itate of the proyiuer; 

8. To set that the charitable institutions answer their respective 

objects, and to propose to the government or h regulations as they 
shall think most conducive to the reform* .mo of the abuses they 
may have observed; . . 

9. To inform th- cortes of all infringements of the eonsdtntioa 

made within their province; lf 

10. The proviutuU euuncUs of the alttamriae prariaees shaU 


Digitized by 


Google 


NILES* REGISTER— MAY 20, 1820— SPANISH CONSTITUTION. 811 


attend to the order, economy and progress of the missions for the 
to 'version of infidel Indiant, and to the pretention of abuse* in 
that branch of administration. The commissioners of such missions 
•hall render their accounts to them, which accounts they shall in 
their tun* forward to the government. 

Art. 336. If any provincial council shall exceed its powers, the 
* ,n f mar suspend its members from ihtar functions, giving infor- 
mation thereof to the cortrs, and of the motives wliich induced hioi 
JJ*® The substitutes shall fill up the places of the suspended 

Art. 3.17. All members of municipal and provincial councils shall, 
on entering upon the exercise* of their functions, tak- an oath, the 
tunver Iv-for. the principal civil officer of tlie jurisdiction, and, in 
his absence, the most ancirut alcalde; and tKe latter before tlia 
princii al civil i.ffitt r qf the province, to maintain the constitution 
of the Spanish monarch); to obey thtHaws; to be faithful to the 
King; and religiously to fulfil the duties of their office. 

TI ILE VII. 

Of public contributions. 

Art. 338. The cortrs shall every year establish or confirm the 
taxes, whether direct or indirect, general, provincial, or municipal. 
Tliow already established shall subsist until a law he made to the 
Contrary. or u>wo»it*b< laid. 

An. 339. Tin* taxes shall be assessed npon all the Spaniards in 
proportion to their ability without exemption tir privilege . 

Art. 340. They shall be pro|M>rt'ioned to the sums decreed by 
the cortes for all tie branches of the public service. 

Art. ?4l. In order to enable he cortes to determine the sums 
n r*4ssary fur all the branches .*f the public service, the minister 
of finance shall, as soon at they shall be in session, transmit to them 
■ vi w of th sums wanted for the general expenditure, 

aft„rhr shall have himself received from each of the ministers of 
' state an account af the noui.s necessary to cover tin* expenses of 
th ir respective departments. 

Art. 342. The minister of finance, in transmitting to the cortes 
1 general view of the sunn want-d, shall also submit to them a 
plan of taxation commensurate with the sum requir'd. 

Art 343. If the king shall think that any of the taxes are too 
h'-avy or prejudicial, he shall make known the same to the curt s, 
through the minister of finance, and shall, at the same time, pro* 
post such other mode of raising r* venue as he shall think most 
convenient. 

Art. 344. After the amount of the direct taxes shall have been 
fivxl. the cortes shall giv. tlr-ir approbation t*» the apportionment 
trnreof, which shall be made between the provinces according to 
th**rreap etiv, wealth, for which purpose the minister of finance 
shall transmit the necessary voucli.-rs. 

Art. 343. Th« re shall be a national treasury, out of which the 
l*r c* e !t of the several taxes, designed for the service oi the state, 
•hall lie taken. 

. Art. 346. There shall be a treasury in each of the provinces, 
into which the taxes of the province shall be collected for ibe 
•peueral. exchequer. These treasuries shall correspond with 
the national treasury, aud shall hold their fiinds subject to its 
order. • 

Art. 347. No payment made by the national treasury shall he 
Wnmuted into the treasur- r's account, if it has not been made by 
virtue of an order from the king, countersign' d by the miniitiT 
ot finance, in which shall b. .Hplajned for what service such pay • 
mem is inquired, together with the decree of the cortes authoris- 
ing the same. 

Art. 348. In order to insure the correctness of the accounts of 
tin- national treasury, the receipts and expenditures shall be exa- 
mined ly the s’ Veral committees appointed for the examination of 
the r»«eipts and expenditures of the public revenue. 

Art. 349. Those committees shall be so regulated that they may 
answer the purpose for which they are instituted. 

Art. 330. Tli* re shall be a superior Committee of accounts, wliich 
shall be organized by a special law, and intrusted with the exami- 
nation ot all accounts of public monies. 

Art. 3JI. The accounts of the national treasury, which shall 
contain the yearly amount of the receipts and expenditures of (he 
public inonies, shall, as soon as they have obtained the final ap- 
probation of the cortes, be printed, published, and forwarded to 
the provincial and municipal councils. 

Art. 3*2. The accounts render-d by the several ministers of 
state, ot the expenditures of the several branches of their depart- 
SU'-ntt, shall lik> r/ist he printed aud published. 

Art. 353. No other authority, except tlsat to which it is imme- 
diately confided, shall interfere with the management of the public 
monies. 

Att. 354 No custom-houses shall b« established except in the 
•ea-ports, and on the frontiers. This article shall nut be put in 
execution until the cortes shall have deter id ned upon it. 

Art. 355. The. cortes shall first direct their attention to the ac- 
knowledged national debt; and tbi-y shall devise the best means 
for its gradual extinguishment, and thr payment of the interest of 
that which is due; and they shall nl»n make the proper regulations 
for the administration of that important branch; and point out 
tlie proper nn mures to be taken, which shall be pursued i»de- 
pendrutiy of the national treasury, and of the committees oi ac- 
counts. 

TITLE VIII. 

Of the national military force. 

CHATTER I. j 


of troops, arenrding to existing circumstances, and devise the btst 
means of raising them. 

Art. 358. They shall likewise determine the number of ships of 
war wlfith are to be firtid out or kept in commission. 

Art. 359 They shall also regulate, hy means of ordinances, the 
discipline, pay, order of promutiun, administration, and all«that 
relates to the good order of the army and navy. 

Art. 369. Military schools shall he established for the Several 
branches of military education in the army and navy. 

. Art. 361. No Spaniard shall h? exmnpted from the military seta 
vice, when thereto required by law. * 

CHAPTER II, 

Of the national militia. 9 

. There shall b * in each prnvinc** corps of national mili- 

tia, which shall he co wpoiid of the inhabitants of the said pro- 
Vince, in proportion to its population nnd circumstances. 

Art. 363. The manner in which thet. corps shall be formed, 
their number, aud all that relates to their constitution, shall be 
regulat-al by n special ordinance. 

Irt. 364. The militia shall not lie kept in constant service, ex- 
cept when circumstances r-quir-it. 

Art. 365. The king shall hav#, power to dispose of the militia 
t« s- rve within their r-sp« ctive provinces; but lie shall not employ 
them out of the said ptovincrt, without the consent of the eop 
tea* 

TITLE IX. 

Of the public inttnidion . 

Art. 366. Grammar schools shall be established in all the town! 
oT the monarchy, wh re children sh-*ll he taught to read and 
write, arithmetic, and the catechism of the catholic religion, in 
wluch shall be iucluded a short explanation of the duties of a citi- 
zen. 

Art. 367. There shall be likewise established a competent nnmher 
of univ rsities snd other imtnutiotis, where the sciences, belles 
lettrrs, and the fine arts shall be taught. 

Art. 368. The grneml plan of iustruetion shall he uniform 
throughout tlie kingdom, and the civil constitution of the monar- 
chy shall b • explained in all those universities and institutions 
wh(»re the divine, and civil laws are caught. 

Art. 369. There shall lie a e m ral administration of public I< arn- 
ing, composed of persons of known merit, who, under th- authority 
of th.- government shall be iutrusted with the superiutemiauce of 
th public iu-t ruction. 

Art. 370. The corn s shall, by special statutes, r- gulate all that 
belongs to thu important object of public education. 

Art. 371. Every Spaniard shall enjoy the right of having his-po- 
litual ideas writt n, printed and published, without a previous li- 
ct-uj«-, revision or approbation, but under such restrictions aud 
responsibility as the law shall determine. 

TITLE X. 

Oj the obaerx'atice of the constitution, and of the mode 
of making amendmnits to it. 

Art. 372. The cortes shall, iti their first teutons, take into con- 
Cub ration the Infringements of the coostituiion which shall have 
l>een made known to thrm, in order to apply the proper rem. dr 
•ml enforce the r sponsi'diity of the offenders. 

Art. 17J. Every Spaniard has a right to petition the cortes or 
the king, in ord-r to claim a due observance of the eomtmiiion. 

Art. 374 Every civil, military, or etch siatfical public function- 
ary, on entering on the duties ot Ins offic e shall promise, on oath, 
to maintain tlie constitution, to be faithful to the king, and to 
discharge tho duties of his office with integrity. 

Art. 375. After eight Tears shall have elansid from the time at 
which all the parts of th* coustitHtimi shall have been put into 
exeenritiu, it shall be lawful to propose alterations, additions, or 
amend ift-nts, to any of its articles. 

Art. 37,|. No alteration, addition, or amendment to the consti- 
tution shsll be made, unless the assembly of the cortes who shall 
have finally decreed it havo special pow.va for the purpose. 

Art. 377. Every proposition for making amendments to any at 
tide of the constitution ihdl be made in writing, and supported 
and signed by at I art twenty deputies. 

Art. 378. The hill for the amendment shall be read three times, 
and there shall be an interv.il id* six days between each reading, 
and alter the bill shall liav- been read a third time, the codes shall 
determine whether it shall he debated nr not. 

Art* 379. The hill being admitted to debate, it shall be proceeded 

upon with the satin; formalities as are prescrib' d for the enactment 
of laws, and afterwards the vote shall be taken on the question, 
whether tlu? same, shall h* debated atmw in the next general cor- 
les; and to that elf* ct it shall he m c< ssary that two-tliirds of the 
voters shall concur in the ssme opinion. 

Art. 380. The next following general cortes shall, after having 


Of the standing army. 

shall he a standing naval and tarn! army for 


Art. 356. There , 

the external defence ot the state, anu the preservation of good ^ ^ 

order in the interior of the monarchy. j the said constitution, binding ourselves to acknowledge and huj 

Art. 357. 'ike cortes shall every year fix the necessary aumb-.r 1 as constitute ual all that shall he decreed by virtue tMrejL** 


gone thiwngh the same formalities, and with the concurrence ... 
two thirds of its members, declare, within the two years of their 
sessions, that there is cause for granting special powers to make 
the amendment. 

Art 381 That declaration shall aft nrwrard* be published and 
forward-d ro all the provinces, and, according to thn ptriod at 
which it shall be made, the cortes shall <k terrain* whethur the 4%* 
puti«^ to the next general cortes, or of that next immediately sue- 
ce< ding, shall r. eeive the a* ovi*.inciitioned special |>owrn. 

Art. 382. t hose bow* r» shall he granted by the provincial Hr©, 
toral meetings, ami the following clause shall be inserte-i therein? 
“And we likewise do grant unto them the special power of making 
to the constitution tlie amendment mwiti uud in the decn-e of tko 
cortes, thi tenor which is as foilowi.* (here the decree shall be 
inserted lit rally:) the whole, according to wh >t is ^staMish-.d I g 
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Art. 383. The propo9« d oiwndoient shall be debated anew, and, , 
if appruvwl of by two-ibirds of Ibe drputiei, it shall bo enacted 
into a constitutional law, and as tucb shall be published in the j 
CMtes. , . . t 

Art. 384. The decree shall be presented to the king by • depu* j 
tatiou, and he shall chu* the same to be published and forwarded ' 
to all the authorities and towns In the monarchy. I 

Cadiz, the Wihday of March , in the year of 1812. 

[Here follow* the signatures of the members; a very numerous list. I 
which we do not see any uae in publishing. Vincent Pasqnal, depu* ' 
ty from the city of Term 1, was president; among the seen taries was , 
one from NVw Spain and another from Peru. There were deputies 
^present from Cuba—* the Canaries— New Granada— St. Domingo- 
New Spain, or Mexico— Pensacola— Nt-w Biscav— New Galhcia— j 
the Pbili pines — P uerto Kit i*— Buenos Ayres— Moi^e Video— H« ru , 
—Guayaquil— Houduras— * Chili—— Venezuela, and other foreigu j 
possessions.] j 

When fore we command all Spaniards, oor subjects, of whatever j 
ela«s and coudition. that they hold and keep ll>* above constitution j 
as a fundamental law of the monarchy; and we likewise command j 
•it the tribunals, justices, chiefs, governors, and other authorities J 
e ivil, military and ecclesiastical, of whatever class and dignity, that 
they keep, and cause to be kept, fulfilled, and executed in all its 

S am, the said constitution. Thus you arc to understand, and shall 
irect what is n< cessary lor its fulfilment, causing it to be printed, 
published, and circulated. 

Joaquin do Mosquera y Figueroa, president . 
Juan FiUaviccncio. 

Tgnacio Rodiigues dc Rivas, 

Si Condo del AbUbul. 

Cadiz. March the 19th, 1812. 

To Don Tgnacio de Pexuela* 

I communicate the same to you by order of the regency of the 
kingdom, for its fulfilment. May God preserve you many years. 
Cadiz, the 2 U of May, 1812. 

J YGNACIO DE LA PEZUELA. 


Relations with Spain. 

DoCUMXNTa ACCOMPANYING TUB PRESIDENT’S MES- 
SAGE OP TUB 9TH INST. 

Recal of Mr. Onis . 

[TRANSLATION.) 

Don Ferdinand the seventh, king, by the grace of 
God, of Castile, Leon, and Arragon; of the two 
Sicilies, Jerusalem, Navarre, Granada, Toledo, 
Valencia, Galicia, Majorca, Seville, Sardinia, Cor- 
dova, Corsica, Murcia, Jaen, the Algarves, Al- 
geziras, Gibraltar, the Canary Islands; of the two 
Indies, and of the Islands of the Ocean Sva; 
archduke of Austria; duke of Burgundy, of Bra- 
bant, and Milan; count of Hapsburg, Flanders, 
Tirol, and Barcelona; lord of Biscay and Molina: 
To my great and good friends the United States of 
America: 

Great and Rood friends: It having been repre- 
sented to us by don Luis de Onis, our envoy extra- 
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary to you, that 
lie is desirous to return to Europe, for the recovery 
of his health, we have thought fit to grant to him 
Hie necessary permission for that purpose. We 
have, therefore, authorised him to take his leave of 
you, and have charged him, in so doing, to assure 
you of our constant friendship and desire to main- 
tain and strengthen the ties of amity now happily 
subsisting between us. On his faithful execution 
of these our commands, we rely with confidence, 
as we do that you will receive with satisfaction 
these renewed assurances. . 

We conclude by commending you to God; . nd 
we pray that he would have you in his safe and ho- 
ly keeping. 

Madrid, of 1819. 

Your good friend, FERDINAND. 
Joaqtdm Jose Melgarejo de Ruiz Davalos . 

A t^ue copy. 

L. the duke of SAN FERNANDO and QU1R0GA. 

Don Luis de Onis to the secretary of state . 

[TRANSLATION.] 

8ni — Waving received from my sovereign an ap- 
pointment to other duties, and being thereby de- 
prived of the satisfaction of presenting to the pre- 
sident the letters of re-credence of the king, my 


mast-. r,I amunderthe necessity oltrnsiniunigUiern 
to you, with my request that you would be pleased 
to lay tin m before his excellency the president; to 
whom you will also make it known, that his majes- 
ty, on deciding to terminate my mission to your go- 
vernment, has commanded me to express to it the 
assurance of his unalterable desire to maintain the 
strict friendship now happily subsisting between 
both powers. 

In fulfilling these orders of my sovereign, per- 
mit me, sir, also, to express to y^u the deep sense 
I entertain of the personal attentions with which f 
was honored by the president, by yourself in parti- 
cular, and by the citizens of the union in general; 
and to add the assurance, thai it u ill ever be to me a 
subject of the most grateful reflection, if, in the dis- 
charge of my duties, and in the execution of the 
orders of my government, whose object it always 
has been to establish the most perfect hannony be- 
tween the two countries, I shall have been so fortu- 
nate as to have acquired the esteem of the presi- 
dent, together with yours. 

I pray you, sir, to receive the further assurance of 
my distinguished sentiments, and my wish that God 
may preserve you many years. 

Madrid , January 27, 1820: 

LUIS DE ONIS. 

Credential letter delivered hy gener al Fives to the pre* 
sident of the United States, 

[TRANSLATION.] 

Don Ferdinand the seventh, king, by the grace 
of God, of Castile, Leon, and \rragon; of the two 
Sicilies, Jerusalem, Navarre, Grenada,M oledo, Va- 
lencia, Galicia, Majorca, Seville, Sardinia, Cordova, 
Corsica, Murcia, Jaen, the Algarves, Algesiras, 
Gibraltar, the Canary islands; of the two Indies, and 
of the islands of the Ocean Sea; archduke of Aus- 
tria, duke of Burgunda, of Brabant, and Milan; 
count of Hapsburg, Flanders, Tirol, and Barcelo- 
ifi; lord of Biscay and of Molina: 

To my great and good friends the United States of 
America: 

Great and good friends: Being animated by the 
most sincere desire to maintain the friendship and 
good understanding happily subsisting between 
both countries, and it being necessary, to that end, 
that another person, possessing our entire con- 
fldence, should be forthwith deputed to you, as 
a successor to our late envoy and minister plenipo- 
tentiary, don Luisde Onis, to whom we have grant- 
ed leave to return to Europe, for the re-establish- 
ment of his health, we have thought fit to confer 
the said appointment on don Francisco Dionisio 
Vives, a major general of our armies, knight of the 
third class of the royal and military order of Saint 
Ferdinand, and a member of the supreme council 
of the said order; knight of the royal and military 
order of St. Hermenegildo; twice honored by de- 
cree s of thanks for patriotic services; decorated 
with the north star, and crosses of honor, for distin- 
guished conduct of valor at the battles of Xlbuen^ 
Sorauren, Lugo, Tamanes and Medina del Campo; 
also, at the surrender of Villa Franca to the army 
of the left; he uniting the requisite qualifications 
for the due discharge of the said trust. 

We therefore hope that, on his presenting to you 
this our letter of credence, you will grant him a 
kind and favorable reception; giving all faith and 
credit to what he shall say to \ou on our behalf.. 

Done at Madrid, this fifteenth day of December 
1819. FERDINAND. 

Countersigned — Joaquim Josef Melgarejo de Rail 
Davalos. A true copy. 

L. the duke of San Fsananbo and Quwooa. 
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SIS 


[TRANSLATION.] 

General don Francisco Dionisio Fives to the secretary' 
of state. 

Sin — In conformity with the orders of my go- 
vernment, which were communicated to Mr. For- 
syth on the 16th of December last, by his excellen- 
cy the duke of an Fernando and Quiroga, and with 
the earnest desire of the king, my master, to see a 
speedy adjustment of the existing difficulties which 
obstruct the establishment, on a permanent basis, 
of the pood understanding so obviously required 
by the interests of both powers, 1 have the honor 
to address you, and frankly to state to you, that my 
august sovereign, after a mature and deliberate ex- 
amination, in full council, of the treaty of the of 
22d February of the last year, saw, with great re- 
gret, that, in its tenor, it was very far from cmbrac- 
ing all the measures indispensably requisite to that 
degree of stability which, from his sense of justice, 
he was anxious to see established in the settlement 
of the existing differences between the two nations. 

The system of hostility, which appears to be pur- 
sued in so many parts of the union, against the Spa- 
nish dominions, as well as against the property of 
all their inhabitants, is so public and notorious, that, 
to enter into detail, would only serve to increase 
the causes of dissatisfaction; I may be allowed, how- 
ever, to remark, that they have been justly de- 
nounced to the public of the United States, even by 
some of their own fellow-citizens. 

Such a state of things, therefore, in which indivi- 
duals may be considered as being at war, while 
their governments are at peace with each other, is 
diametrically opposed to the mutual and sincere 
friendship, and to the good understanding which it 
was the object of the treaty (though the attempt 
has failed) to establish, and of the immense sacri- 
fices consented to by his majesty to promote. 

These alone were motives of sufficient weight 
imperiously to dictate the propriety of suspending 
the ratification of the treaty, even although the 
American envoy had not at first announced, in the 
name of his government, and subsequently requir- 
ed, of that of Spain, a declaration which tended 
directly to annul one of its most clear, precise, and 
conclusive articles, even after the signature and ra- 
tification of the treaty. 

The king, my master, influenced by considera 
tions so powerful as to carry with them the fullest 
evidence, has, therefore, judged it necessary and 
indispensable, in the exercise of his duties as a so- 
vereign, to request certain explanations of your go- 
vernment; and he has, in consequence, given m<# 
his commands to propose to it the following points; 
in the discussion and final arrangement of which, it 
seems proper that the relative state of the two na- 
tions should be taken into full consideration . 

That the United States, taking into due consider- 
ation the scandalous system of pitacy established 
in, and carried on from, several of their ports, will 
adopt measures, satisfactory and effectual, to re- 
press the barbarous excesses, and unexampled de- 
predations, daily committed upon Spain, her pos- 
sessions, and properties; so as to satisfy what is due 
to international rights, and is equally claimed by 
the honor of the American people. 

That, in order to put a total stop to any future 
armaments, and t.o prevent all aid whatsoever being 
afforded from any part of the union, which may be 
intended to be directed against, and employed in 
the invasion of H. C. majesty’s possessions in North 
America, the United States will agree to offer a 
pledge (a dar una seguiradad) that their integrity 
•hall be respected. 


And, finally, that they will form no relations with 
the pretended governments of the revolted provin- 
ces of Spain, situate beyond sea, and will conform 
to the course of proceeding adopted, in this re- 
spect, by other powers in amity vtith Spain. 

In submitting to you these just and natural de- 
mands, l have received the orders of the king, my 
master, to make known to the president that thej^ 
would have been regularly communicated to the ^ 
minister plenipotentiary of the United States at Ma- 
drid, if, in the excess of his zeal, he had not, at an 
early period, been induced to express himself in 
terms disrespectful to the dignity of his majesty; 
and 1 am, at the same time, commanded to give the 
assurance that, in alluding to an incident of so uh- 
pleasant a nature, it is not intended to make the 
conduct of Mr. Forsyth a subject of complaint, but 
merely to make your government fully acquainted 
with the motives of my august sovereign, in adopt* 
ing the resolution as already stated. 

I flatter myself that the president, on an atten- 
tive examination of the contents of this note, entire- 
ly dictated by sentiments of justice, will see a de- 
cisive evidence of the sincere desire of the king, 
my master, to attain with promptitude the definitive 
settlement of a transaction, no less important in it- 
self, than it is essential to the mutual interests of the 
two countries. 

I eagerly avail myself of this occasion to assure 
you of my perfect respect, and highest considera- 
tion. I pray that God may long preserve you. 

FRANCISCO DIONISIO VlVES. 
Washington, April 14, 1820. 

The secretary of state to general don Francisco Didni~ 
sio Fives, envoy extraordinat'y and ministei' pleni- 
potentiary Jrom Spain. 

Department or state, 
Washington, 18 th April, 1820. 

Sim — Before replying to the letter which 1 have 
had the honor of receiving from you, dated the 
14th instant, lam directed by the president of the 
United states to request a copy of your full powers; 
and to be informed whether you are the bearer of 
the ratification, by his catholic majesty, of the trea- 
ty signed on the 22d of February, i819, by don 
Louis, de Onis; and are ready, in the event of suita- 
ble explanations being given upon the points men- 
tioned in your letter, to exchange the same for the 
ratification on the part of the U. States, if the se- 
nate should advise and consent that such exchange 
of ratifications should now be accepted. 

Please to accept the assurance of my distinguish- 
ed consideration. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

General don Francisco Dionisio Fives to the secretary 
of state . 

[tkakslation.] 

Sir — In answer to your note of yesterday's date, 
and in compliance with the request statod in it» 
first point, 1 have the honor to enclose a copy of my 
full powers. 

( nave, at the same time, to inform you that I am 
not the bearer of the ratification of the treaty of the 
22d of February, 1819, signed by don Luis de 
Onis; nor does it seem agreeable to the natural 
course of things, and to established usage, that a 
treaty should be ratified previous to a removal of 
the obstacles which have expressly caused the sus- 
pension of its ratification. But I am enabled to as- 
sure you that 1 am fully authorised to offer a solemn 
promise, in the name of the king, my master, that, 
if the result of the proposals presented in my first 
note be satisfactory , the ratification of the treaty 
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will be attended with no further delay than the | 
tiiue indispensably necessary for the arr.val at Ma - 1 
diid of oneof the gentlemen attached to my lega- 
tion, who has accompanied me for that especial 
purpose. 

I renew to you, sir, the assurance of my distin- 
guished consideration, and I pray God long o pre- 
serve you. FKANC1SOO DIOMSIO VIVES. 

Washington, 19//* *ipiil, 1820. 

Full power of general Fives, 

f TRANSLATION.} 

Don Ferdinand the seventh, king, by the grace 
oTGod, of Castile, Leon and Arragon, of the two 
Sicilies, Jerusalem, Navarre, Grenada, Toledo, 
Valencia, Galicia, Majorca, Seville, Sardinia, Cor- 
dova, Corsica, Murcia, Jaen, the Algarves, Gibral- 
tar, the Canary islands, of both Indies, and of the 
Isles of the Ocean; archduke of Austria, duke of 
Burgundy, Brabant, and Milan; count of liapsburg, 
FLnders, Tirol, ami Barcelona; lord of Biscay, and 
•of Molina, &c. &c. 8tc, 

The state of peace, amity, and good understand- 
ing, now happily subsisting between us and the 
United States of North America, being favorable to 
the mutual and amicable adjustment and settlement 
of all existing differences between the two govern- 
ments; and it being expedient, to that end, to au- 
thorise a person, having our confidence, and pos- 
sessed of the requisite information, experience, and 
political knowledge, for so important a trust: which 
qualities uniting in you, don Francisco Dioni&io 
Vives, a major general in our service, a knight of 
the royal and military order of San Ferdinand, and 
member of the supreme council of the said order; 
a knight of the royaTand military order of Saint 
Ilermenegildo; twice honored by decrees of thanks 
for public services; decorated with the order of the 
north star, and crosses of honor, for distinguished 
conduct and valor at the battles of Albuera, Sorau- 
ren, Lugo, Tamanes, and Medina del Campo, the 
surrender of Villa Franca del Vierao, in the opera- 
tions of the army of the left, at tbe sieges of Pam- 
peluna and Bayonne; and our envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary to the above named 
states. 

We have authorised, and by these presents we 
do authorise you, granting you full power, in the 
most ample form, to meet and confer with such 
person or persons as may be duly authorised by 
the government of the United States; and with him 
or them to settle, conclude, and sign, whatsoever 
you may judge necessary to the best arrangement 
of all points depending between the two govern- 
ments; promising, as we do hereby promise, upon 
the faith and word of a king, to approve, ratify, and 
fulfil, such articles or agreements as you may con- 
clude and sign. 

In testimony whereof, I have commanded the 
present to be issued, signed by us, sealed with our 
privy seal, and countersigned by the undersigned, 
our principal secretary of state, and of universal 
despatch. Given at Madrid, the 15th of December, 
1819. 1, THE KING. 

Countersigned, 

L, Joaquim Jose JHelgarejo de Ruiz Devalos, 

The secretary of state to general don Francisco Dioni- 
sio Vives . 

Department or state, i 
Washington , 2 \rt Jlpril, 182®. j 

Sir— I am directed by tbe president of the Unit- 
ed States to express to you the surprise and con- 
cern with which he has learnt that you are not tbe 


bearer of the ratification, by his catholic majesty, 
of the treaty signed on the 22d February, 1819, by 
don Luis de Onis, by virtue of a full power, equal- 
ly comprehensive with that which you have now 
produced. A full power, by which his catholic ma- 
jesty promised, “on the faith and word of a king, to 
approve, ratify, and fulfil, whatsoever might be sti- 
pulated and signed by him.” 

By the universal usage of nations, nothing can 
release a sovereign from the obligation of a promise 
thus made, except the proof that his minister, so 
empowered, has been faithless to his trust, by tran- 
scending his instructions. 

Your sovereign has not proved, nor even alleged, 
that Mr. Onis had transcended his instructions; on 
the contrary, with the credential letter which you 
have delivered, the president has learnt that he 
has been relieved from the mission to the United 
States only to receive a new proof of the continued 
confidence of his catholic majesty, in the appoint- 
ment to another mission, of equal dignity and im- 
portance. 

On the faith of this promise of the king, the trea* 
ty was signed and ratified on the part ofc the United 
States; and it contained a stipulation that it should 
also be ratified by his catholic majesty, so that the 
ratifications should, within six months from the date 
of its signature, be exchanged. 

In withholding this promised ratification beyond 
the stipulated period, his catholic majesty made 
known to the president that he should forthwith 
despatch a person, possessing entirely his con- 
fidence, to ask certain explanations , which were 
deemed by him necessary previous to the per- 
formance of his promise to execute the ratifica- 
tion. 

The minister of the United States at Madrid wak 
enabled, and offered to give all the explanations 
which could justly be required in relation to the 
treaty. Your government declined even to make 
known to him their character; and they are now, 
after the lapse of mare than a year, first officially 
disclosed by you, 

I am directed by the president to inform you, 
that explanations which ought to be satisfactory to 
your -government, will readily be given upon all 
the points mentioned in your letter of the 14th inst. 
but that he considers none of them, in tbe present 
state of the relations between the two countries, as 
points for discussion . It is indispensable that, be- 
fore entering into any new negociation between 
the United States and Spain, that relating to the 
treaty already signed should be closed. If, upon 
receiving the explanations which your government 
has asked, and which 1 am prepared to give, you 
are authorised to issue orders to the Spanish of- 
ficers commanding in Florida to deliver up to those 
of the United States who may be authorised to re- 
ceive it, immediate possession of the province, 
conformably to the stipulations of tbe treaty, the 
president, if such shall be the advice and consent 
of the senate, will wait (with such possession gi- 
ven) for the ratification of his catholic majesty, till 
your messenger shall have time to proceed to Ma- 
drid. But if you have no such authority, the presi- 
dent considers it would be at once an unprofitable 
waste of time, anft a course incompatible with the 
dignity of this nation, to give explanations which 
are to lead to no satisfactory result; and to resume 
a negociation, the conclusion of which can no loo- 
ger be deferred. 

Be pleased to accept the assurance of my distin- 
guished consideration. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
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iienerai don Francisco Dionisio Fives to the secretary 
of state . 

[TRANSLATION.] 

Sib — I n acknowledging the receipt of your note 
of the 21st instant, I have the honor to remark, in 
the first place, that you appear to have misconceiv- 
ed a material part of my letter of the 14th, hy re- 
producing arguments which have been already suf- 
ficiently refuted by my government. You will, 
therefore, excuse me from reviving them here, in 
ao far as they relate to the question whether a so- 
vereign is, or is not, bound to ratify what may 
have been signed by his negociator, it being well 
known that various instances may be cited of cases 
in which the ratification of a treaty has been justly 
suspended, without alleging, as the motive for so 
doing, that the negociator had transcended his 
powers or instructions. There may, unquestion- 
ably, be other reasons sufficiently valid to exon- 
erate him from the obligation of ratifying, suppos- 
ing that to have been the case. 

It is evident, that the scandalous proceedings of 
a number of American citizens; the decisions of se- 
veral of the courts of the union; and the criminal ex- 
pedition set oo foot within it for the invasion of his 
majesty's possessions in North America, at the very 
period when the ratification was still pending, were 
diametrically opposite to the most sacred princi- 
ples of amity, and to the nature |md essence of the 
treaty itself. These hostile proceedings were, not- 
withstanding, tolerated by the federal government, 
and thus the evil was daily aggravated; so that the 
belief generally prevailed throughout Europe that 
the ratification of the treaty by Spain, and the ac- 
knowledgement of the independence of her re- 
bellious trans-atlantic colonies, by the United 
States, would be simultaneous acts. The preten- 
sions advanced by Mr. Forsyth, in relation to the 
8th article, were also evidently calculated to ren- 
der the treaty illusory. It is, therefore, not possi- 
ble to assign reasons more powerful, or more com- 
pletely justificatory of the sovereign resolution of 
the king, my master, to suspend his ratification of 
that instrument. 

In my first note, l also hinted at the offensive 
terms employed by the American minister at Ma- 
drid, from the very outset; which you notice no 
further, than by taking up the second point upon 
which the one, which I now have the honor to con- 
test, essentially turns. Although his majesty might 
certainly have kept aloof from a deportment so 
void of moderation, and so derogatory to his digni- 
ty, it is obvious that any discussions commenced 
with the minister so situated, were only likely to 
produce unprofitable results, his correspondence 
tending more powerfully to disunite than to recon- 
cile the contracting parties. It was, indeed, a sub- 
ject of great regret, that the incident just referred 
to; the distance of Spain from the new world, which 
from the obstructions to correspondence, produced 
unavoidable delay, in receiving correct informa- 
tion of the events passing here, and which to his 
majesty appeared incredible; and, in fine, h ‘19 wish 
to avoid whatever had the appearance of an un- 
founded complaint, and an unpleasant difference } 
between the two governments, should have retard- 
ed my arrival, and the happy conclusion of the 
transaction now pending. 

I have further to state to you, that I am not au- 
thorised by his majesty to give the necessary orders ' 
to the Spanish authorities in the Floridas to deliver i 
up those possessions to the United States; nor was ; 
this to be presumed, since, if it appeared contrary • 
to the natural order of things, and to established l 


usage, that the treaty should be ratified previous to 
receiving the explanations which necessitated its 
suspension, it would, consequently, seem the more 
so, that it should receive its due accomplishment 
before it was finally ratified. 

It i$ with equal surprise and concern that l ob- 
serve, in the conclusion of your note, that you inti- 
mate the intention to decline any discussion of my 
proposals previous to the possession of the Floridas; 
since it appears to me that such discussion could 
not be long, in the event of your government being 
ready to accede to them; (in which esse I repeat 
that 1 am authorised solemnly to promise, in the 
name of his majesty, that the ratification of the 
treaty shall be no longer delayed) nor, that the 
delay, unavoidably produced by that particular 
cause, in the occupation of the territories in ques- 
tion, could be considered as derogatory to the dig- 
nity of the United Suites; and the more so, as, un- 
til then, his catholic majesty would not be in the 
full possession of his rights. 

I flatter myself that, on a consideration of the 
contents of this note, you will favor me with an an- 
swer more agreeable to my wishes. 

In the mean time, 1 reiterate the assurance of my 
distinguished consideration and respect, praying 
God to preserve you many years. 

FRANCISCO D10N1S10 VIVES. 
Washington , 24/A April, 1820. 

The secretary of state to general don Francisco Dioni - 
sio Fives , envoy extraordinary and minister pleni- 
potentiary from Spain. 

Department or state, 
Washington, 3d -May, 1820. 
Sir — The explanations upon the points mention- 
ed in your letter of the 14th ultimo, which 1 have 
had the honor of giving you at large in the confer- 
ence between us, on Saturday last, and the frank- 
ness of the assurances which I had the pleasure of 
receiving from you, of your conviction that they 
would prove satisfactory to your government, will 
relievo me from the necessity of recurring to cir- 
cumstances which might* tend to irritating discus- 
sions. In the confident expectation that, upon 
the arrival of your messenger at Madrid, his catho- 
lic majesty will give his immediate ratification to 
the treaty of the 22d February, 1819, 1 readily for- 
bear all reference to the delays which have hither- 
to retarded that event, and all disquisition upon 
the perfect right which the United States have had 
to that ratification. 

I am now instructed to repeat the assurance which 
has already been given you, that the representa- 
tions which appear to have been made to your go- 
vernment of a system of ho-tility, in various parts 
of this union, against the Spanish dominions, and 
the property of Spanish subjects; of decisions 
marked with such hostility by any of the courts of 
the United States, an*d of the toleration, in any case 
of it, by this government, are unfounded. In the 
existing unfortunate civil war, between Spain and 
the South American provinces, the United States 
have constantly avowed, and faithfully maintained, 
an impartial neutrality. No violation of that neu- 
trality, by any citizen of the United States, has ever 
received sanction or countenance from this govern- 
ment. Whenever the laws, previously enacted 
for the preservation of reutrality have been found, 
by experience, in any manner defective, they have 
been strenghtened by new provisions, and severe 
penalties. Spanish property, illegally captured, 
hasbeen constantly restored by the decisions of the 
tribunals of the United States; nor has the life its*. 
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been spared of individuals guilty of piracy, com-i 
initted upon Spanish properly on the high seas. | 

Should the treaty be ratified by Spain, and the i 
ratification be accepted by, and with the advice 
and consent of the senate, the boundary line, re- 
cognized by it, will be respected by the United 
States, and due care will be taken to prevent any 
transgression of it — no new law or engagement will 
be necessary for that purpose. The existing laws 
are adequate to the suppression of such disorders . 
and they will be, as they have been, faithfully car- 
ried into effect. The miserable disorderly move- 
ment of a number, not exceeding seventy, lawless 
individual stragglers, who never assembled within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, into a terri- 
tory’to which his catholic majesty has no acknow- 
ledged right, other than the yet unratified treaty, 
was so far f rom receiving countenance or support 
from the government of the United States, that 
every measure necessary, for its suppression, was 
p omptly taken under their authority; and, from the 
misrepresentations which have been made of this 
very insignificant transaction to the Spanish go- 
vernment, there is reason to believe that the pre- 
tended expedition itself, as well as the gross exag- 
gerations which have been used to swell its impor- 
tance, proceed from the same sources, equally un- 
friendly to the United States and to Spain. 

As a necessary consequence of the neutrality be- 
tween Spain and the South American provinces, 
the United States can contract no engagement, not 
to form any relations with those provinces. This 
has explicitly and repeatedly been avowed and 
made known to your government, both at Madrid 
and this place. The demand was resisted both in 
conference and written correspondence, between 
Mr. Erving and Mr. Pizarro. Mr. Onis had long 
and constantly been informed, that a persistence in 
it would put an end to the possible conclusion of 
any treaty whatever, Yohr sovereign will perceive, 
that, as such an engagement connot be contracted 
by the United States consistently with their obliga- 
tions of neutrality, it cannot be justly required of 
them; nor have any of the European nations ever 
bound themselves to Spain by such an engagement. 

With regard to your proposals, it is proper to ob- 
serve, that his catholic majesty, in announcing his 
purpose of asking explanation* of the United States, 
gave no intimation of an intention to require new 
articles to the treaty. You are aware that the 
United States cannot, consistently with what is due 
to themselves, stipulate new engagements as the 
price of obtaining the ratification of the old. The 
declaration, which Mr. Forsyth was instructed to 
deliver at the exchange of the ratifications of the 
treaty, with regard to the eight article, was not in- 
tended to annul, or in the slightest degree to alter 
or impair the stipulations of that article; ts only j 
object was to guard your government, and all per- 
sons who might have had an interest in any of the 
annulled grants, against the possible expectation or 
pretence that those grants would be made valid by 
the treaty. All grants subsequent to the 24th Janu- 
ary 1818, were declared to be positively null and 
void; and Mr. Onis always declared, that he signed 
the treaty, fully believing , that the grants to the 
duke of Alagon, count Ptinon Tlostro, and Mr. Var- 
gas, were subsequent to that date. But he had, in 
his letter to me of 16th November, 1818, declared, 
that those grants were null and void, because the 
essential conditions of the grants had not been ful- 
' filled by the grantees. It Was distinctly understood 
by us both, that no grant of whatever date, should 
be made valid by the treaty, winch would not have 


been valid by the laws of Spain and the todies, if 
the treaty had not been made. It was, therefore, 
stipulated, that grants, prior to the 24th January, 
1818, should be confirmed, only “to the same ex- 
tent that the same grants would be valid, if the 
territories had remained under the dominion of his 
catholic majesty." This, of course, excluded the 
three grants above mentioned, which Mr. Onis had 
declared invalid, for want of the fulfillment of their 
essential conditions, a fact which is now explicitly 
admitted by you. A single exception to the prin- 
ciple, that the treaty should give no confirmation 
to any imperfect title, was admitted; which excep- 
tion was, that owners in possession of lands , who, by 
reason of the recent circumstances of the Spanish 
nation, and the revolutions in Europe, had been 
prevented from fulfilling all the conditions of their 
grants, should complete them within the terms limit- 
ed in the same from the date of the treaty; this had 
obviously no reference to the above mentioned 
grants, the grantees of which were not in posses- 
sion of the lands, who had fulfilled none of their con- 
ditions, and who had not been prevented from ful- 
filling any ofthem by the circumstances of Spain or 
the revolutions of Europe. The article was drawn 
up by me, and, before assenting to it, Mr. Onis in- 
quired what was understood by me as the import of 
the terms “shall complete them.” 1 told him, that, 
in connexion with the terms “all the conditions,” 
they necessarily implied, that the indulgence would 
be limited to grantees who had performed some of 
the conditions, and who had commenced settle- 
ments, which it would allow them to complete.— 
These were precisely the cases for which Mr. Onis 
had urged the equity of making a provision, and lie 
agreed to the article, fully understanding that it 
would be applicable only to them. When, after the 
signature of the treaty, there appeared to be some 
reason for supposing that Mr. Onis had been mis- 
taken in believing that the grants to the duke of 
Alagon, count Punon Rostro, and Mr. Vargas, were 
subsequent to the 24th of January, 1818, candor re- 
quired that Spain and the grantees should never 
have a shadow of ground to expect or alledge that 
this circumstance was at all material, in relation to 
the bearing of the treaty upon those grants. Mr. 
Onis had not been mistaken in declaring that they 
were invalid, because their conditions were not ful- 
filled. He had not been mistaken in agreeing to 
the principle, that no grant, invalid as to Spain, 
should, by the treaty, be made valid against the 
United States. He had not been mistaken in the 
knowledge that those grantees had neither com- 
menced settlements, nor been prevented from com- 
pleting them by the circumstances of Spain, or the 
revolutions in Europe. The declaration which Mr. 
j Forsyth was instructed to deliver, was merely to 
caution all whom it might concern not to infer, from 
an unimportant mistake of Mr. Onis as to the date 
of the grants, pther important mistakes which he 
had not made, and which the United States would 
not permit to be made by any one. It was not, 
therefore, to annul or to alter, but to fulfil the 
eighth article as it stands, that the declaration was 
to be delivered; and it is for the same purpose 
that this explanation is now given. It was with 
much satisfaction, therefore, that I learned from 
you the determination of your government to as- 
sent to the total nullity of the above mentioned 
grants. 

As 1 flatter myself that these explanations will 
remove every obstacle to the ratification of the 
treaty by his catholic majesty, it is much to be re- 
gretted that you have not that ratification to ex- 
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change, nor the power to give a pledge which 
would be equivalent to the ratification. The six 
months within which the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions were stipulated by the treaty, having elapsed, 
by the principles of our constitution, whether it 
shall now be accepted, must be laid before the se- 
nate for their advice and consent. To give a last 
and signal proof of the earnest wish of this govern- 
ment, to bring to a conclusion th^se long standing 
and unhappy differences with Spain, the president 
will so far receive that solemn promise of immediate 
ratification, upon the arrival of your messenger 
at Madrid, which, in your note of the 19th ult. you 
declare yourself authorised, in the name of your so- 
vereign, to give, as to submit to the senate of the 
United States, whether they will advise and copsent 
to accept it, for the ratification of the United States 
heretofore given. 

But, it is proper to apprise you, that it this offer is 
not accepted, the United States, besides being en- 
titled to resume all the rights, claims, and preten- 
sions, which they had renounced by the treaty, can 
yio longer consent to relinquish their claims of in- 
demnity, and thos j of their citizens, from Spain, for 
all the injuries which they have suffered and are 
suffering, by the delay of his catholic majesty to ra- 
tify the treaty. The amount of claims of the citi- 
zens of the United States, wliich existed at the time 
when the treaty was signed, far exceeded that 
which the United States consented to accept as in- 
demnity. Their right of territory was, and yet is, 
to the Rio del Norte. 1 am instructed to declare, ' 
that, if any further delay to the ratification, by his j 
catholic majesty, of the treaty, should occur, the i 
United States could not hereafter accept, either of 
five millions of dollars, for the indemnities due to 
their citizens by Spain, nor of the Sabine for the 
boundary between the United States and the Spa* 
nish territories. 

Please to accept the renewed assurance of my dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

General don Francisco Dionisio Vives to the secretary 
of state. 

[TBAWSLATIOIC.] 

Sib: In answer to your note of the 3d instant, 
and in pursuance of what I expressed to you in 
both our late conferences, I have to state to you 
that I am satisfied upon the first point of the pro- 
posals contained in my note of the 14th ultimo; and 
am pursuaded that, if the existing laws, enacted for 
the suppression of piracy, shou 14 prove inadequate, 
more effectual measures will be adopted by your 
government for the attainment of that important 
object. 

I also admit, as satisfactory, the answer given to 
the second point, but I cannot assent to your asser- 
tion that the laws of this country have always been 
competent to the prevention of the excesses com- 
plained of; it being quite notorious that the expe- 
tion alluded to has not been the only one set on 
foot for the invasion of his majesty’s dominions; 
and it is, therefore, not surprising that the king, 
my lord, should give credit to the information re- 
ceived in relation to that expedition, or that he 
should now require of your government a pledge 
that the integrity of the Spanish possessions in North 
America shall be respected. 

1 mentioned to you in conference, and T now re- 
peat it, that the answer to the third point was not 
such as I could, agreeably to the nature of my in- 
structions, ac’cept as being satisfactory; and that, al- 
though his majesty might not have required of any 


of the European governments the declaration which, 
he has required of yours, yet that ought not to be 
considered as unreasonable; it being well known to 
the king, my master, that those governments, so 
far from being disposed to wish to recognize the in- 
surgent governments of the Spanish colonies, had 
declined the invitation intimated to them some time 
past by yours, to acknowledge the pretended re- 
public of Buenos Ayrt9. I, notwithstanding, renew 
to you the assurance that 1 will submit to his majes- 
ty the verbal discussion we have had upon this 
point, and accompany it with such additional argu- 
ments as will, in iny judgment, probably determine 
his majesty to declare himself to be satisfied there- 
with. 

In the event of the king’s receiving, as satisfacto- 
ry, the answer of your government to the third 
point of my proposals, the abrogation of the grants 
will be attended with no diflv ulty; nor has that 
ever been the chief motive for suspending the 
ratification of the treaty; for the thorough compre- 
hension of which, I waive at present, any reply to 
the remarks which you are pleased to offer on that 
topic. I cannot, however, refrain from stating to 
you, that, in discussing with you the validity or the 
nullity of the grants abovementioned, I merely said 
“that, in my private opinion, they were null and 
void, through tile inability of the grantees to comply 
with the terms of the law.** 

It is to me a matter of great regret, that I have 
it not in my power to repeat the solemn promise 
that his majesty will ratify the treaty; inasmuch as I 
cannot, agreeably to my instructions, accept as Sa- 
tisfactory the answer given to the third point of 
my proposals, I am, however, persuaded, that 
his majesty, upon consideration of the representa- 
tion wliich 1 shall have the honor to lay before him, 
and of the reasons assigned by your government 
for withholding its assent to the third point, will 
consider himself as satisfied and ratifx the treaty. 

1 further conceive it my duty to slate to you that, 
at the time when 1 communicated to your govern- 
ment the substance of my present answer, 1 men- 
tioned, speaking in mv individual capacity, that, al- 
though I had no official information of it, yet 1 con- 
sider as authentic the current intelligence of an im- 
portant change said to have taken place in the go- 
vernment of Spain; and that this circumstance alone 
would impose on me the obligation of giving no 
greater latitude to my promise, previous to my re- 
ceiving new instructions. 

I therefore hope that your government, upon con- 
sideration of whatl have now submitted to you, and 
of the contents of|my former notes, will agree to 
await the final decision of the king, my master, upon 
the only point still pending, and the adjustment of 
which is not within my competency; so that the past 
differences may be satisfactorily terminated and the 
treaty receive its final accomplishment; thereby se- 
curing and perpetuating a perfect harmony and 
good understanding between the two governments. 

Be pleased to accept the assurances of my distin- 
guished consideration. 1 pray God to preserve 
you many years. 

FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 
Washington, 5th May, 1820. 

The secretary of state to general Vives . 
General Vives, envoy extraordinary, 

and minister plenipotentiary of Spain. 

DEPARTMENT OP STATE, 

Washington, 6th May, 1820. 

Sib — In the letter which I have had the honor of 
receiving from you, dated yesterday, you observe 
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that you renew the assurance that you will submit 
to his majesty, the •verbal discussion -we have had on 
the third point, concerning which you were instruct- 
ed to ask for explanations. I have to request of 
you to state specifically the representation which 
you propose to make to his majesty, of what passed 
between us in conference on this subject. 

_ I pray you to accept the renewed assurance of 
ray distinguished consideration. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

General don Francisco Dionisio Vivcs to the secretary 
of stale. 

[translation] 

Sir — I have received the note you were pleased 
to address to me Of yesterday’s date, and in answer 
thereto, I have to state, that the verbal discussion 
between us upon the third point of my proposals 
is comprised in your note of the third, and in my 
reply of the fifth inst. and that, consequently, the 
statement of it which I shall transmit for his majes- 
ty’s information will be in strict accordance with 
the tenor of the said notes. 

I renew to you the assurance of my high esteem, 
-and I pray God to preserve you many years. 

FRANCISCO DIONISIO V1YES. 
Washington, 7th May, 1820. 

’The secretary of state to general Dm Francisco Dioni- 
sio Vives , envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tentiary of Spain 

Department or State, 

Washington 8th May , 1820. 
Sir — In the letter which I had the honor of writ- 
ing you on the 3d instant, it was observed, that all 
Teterence would readily be waived to the delays 
which have retarded the ratification by his catholic 
majesty, of the treaty of the 22d February, 1819, and 
all disquisition upon the perfect right of the United 
States to that ratification; in the confident expecta- 
tion that it would be immediately given upon the 
arrival of yoUr messenger at Madrid, and subject 
to your compliance with the proposal offered you 
in the 9ame note, as the last prooOvhich the presi- 
dent could give of hisrelience upon the termina- 
tion of the differences between the United States 
and Spain, by the ratification of the treaty. 

This proposal was, that, upon which the explana- 
tions given you on all points noticed in your in- 
structions, and with which youhad admitted yourself 
to be personally satisfied, you should give the so- 
lemn promise, in the name of your sovereign, which 
by your note of the 19th ultimo, you had declared 
yourself authorised to pledge; that the ratification 
should be given immediately upon the arrival of 
your messenger at Madrid, which promise, the pre- 
sident consented so far to receive, as to submit the 
questions for the advice and consent of the senate 
of the United States, whether the ratification of 
Spain should, under these circumstances, be ac- 
cepted in exchange for that of the United States 
heretofore given. But, the president has, with 
great regret, perceived, by your note of the 5th 
instant, that you decline giving even that uncon- 
ditional promise, upon two allegations; one, that, 
although the explanations given you on one of the 
points mentioned in your note of the 14th ultimo, 
are satisfactory to yourself, and you hope and be- 
lieve will prove so to your sovereign, they still 
were not such as you were authorised by your in- 
structions to accept; and the other, that you are 
informed a great change has recently occurred in 
the government of Spain, which circumstance 
▲lone would prevent you from giving a further lati- 


tude to your promise, previous to your receiving 
new instructions. 

It becomes, therefore, indispensably necessary 
to shew the absolute obligation by which his catho- 
Kc majesty was bound to ratify the treaty, within 
the term stipulated by one of its articles, that the 
reasons alleged for his witholding the ratification 
are altogether insufficient for the justification of 
that measure, and that the United States have suf- 
fered by it the violation of a perfect right, for which 
they are justly entitled to indemnity and satisfac- 
tion; a right further corroborated by the consider- 
ation that the refusal of ratification necessarily in- 
cluded the non-fulfilment of another compact be- 
tween the parties which had been ratified— the 
convention of August, 1802. 

While regretting the necessity of producing 
this proof, I willingly repeat the expression of my 
satisfaction at being relieved from that of enlarg- 
ing upon other topics of an unpleasant character. 
1 shall allude to none of those, upon which you 
have admitted the explanations given to be satisfac- 
tory, considering them as no longer subjects of dis- 
cussion between us or our governments. I shall 
with pleasure forbear noticing any remarks in your 
notes concerning them, which might otherwise re- 
quire animadversion. 

With the view of confining this letter to the only 
point upon which further observation is necessary, 
it will be proper to state the present aspect of the 
relations between the contracting parties. 

The treaty of 22d February, 1919, was signed 
after a succession of jiegociation9 of nearly twenty 
years’ duration, in which all the causes of differ- 
ence between the two nations had been thorough- 
ly discussed; and with a final admission on the part 
of Spain, that there were existing ju9t claims on her 
government, at least to the amount of five millions 
of dollars, due to citizens of the^United States, and 
for the payment of which provision was made by 
the treaty. It was signed by a minister, who had 
been several years residing in the United States, 
in constant and unremitted exertions to maintain 
the interests and pretensions of Spain involved 
in the negociation. — Signed after producing a full 
power, by which, in terms as solemn and as sacred 
as the hand of a sovereign can subscribe, his catho- 
lic majesty had promised to approve, ratify, and 
fulfil, whatever should be stipulated and signed 
by him. 

You will permit me to repeat, that, by every 
principle of natural right, and by the universal 
assent of civilized nations, nothing can release the 
honor of a sovereign from the obligation of a pro- 
mise thus unqualified, without the proof that his 
minister has signed stipulations unwarranted by 
his instructions. The express authority of two of 
the two most eminent writers upon national law, 
to this point were cited in Mr. Forsyth’s letter of 
2d Oct. 1819, to the duke of San Fernando. The 
words of Vattel are “But, to refuse, with honor, 
to ratify that which has been concluded in virtue 
of a full power, the sovereign mus^have strong 
| and solid reasons for it; and particular* he must shorn 
I that his minister has transcended his instructions/'* 
The words of Martens are: “Every thing that has 
been stipulated by an agent, in conformity to his 


*“Mais pour refuser avec honeur de ratifier, ce 
qui a ete conclunen vertu d'un plein pouvoir, il 
faut que le souverain enaitde fortes et solides rai- 
sons, et qu'il fasse voir en particular, que son tni- 
nistre s’est ecarte de ses instructions.” 

Liv . 2. ch . 12.1 156. 
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full powers ought to become obligatory for the 
state, from the moment of signing, without ever 
waiting for the ratification. However, not to ex- 
ose a state to the errors of a single person, it is now 
ecome a general maxim, that public conventions 
do not become obligatory, untilratified. The motive 
of this custom clearly proves that the ratification 
can never be refused with justice, except when he 
who is charged with the negociation, keeping 
within the extent of his public full powers, has 
gone beyond his secret instructions, and conse- 
quently rendered himself liable to punishment; or 
when the other party refuses to ratify.”! In your 
letter of the 24tli ultimo, you observe that these 
positions have already been refuted by your gov- 
ernment, which makes it necessa.y to enquire, as 1, 
with great reluctance do, how they have been 
refuted? 

The duke of San Fernando, in his reply to fhis 
letter of Mr. Forsyth, says, maintains, and repeats, 
••that the very authorities cited by Mr. Forsyth, 
literally declare, that the sovereign, for strong and 
solid reasons, or, if his minister has exceeded his 
instructions, may refuse his ratification. [Yattel, 
book 2 chap. 12.] and that public treaties are not 
obligatory until ratified ” [Martens, book 2, chap. 
3, see note.] In these citations, the duke of San 
Fernando has substituted for the connective term 
and in Vattel, which makes the proof of instructions 
transcended indispensable to justify the refusal of 
ratification, the disjunctive term or, which presents 
it as an alternative, and unnecessary, on the con- 
tingency of other existing strong and solid reasons. 
Vattel says the sovereign must have strong and 
solid reasons, and particularly must show that tlifc 
minister transcended his instructions. The duke 
of "ian Fernando makes him say, the sovereign 
must have strong and solid reasons, or if his minis- 
ter has exceeded his instructions Vattel not only 
makes the breach of instructions indispensable, but 
puts upon the sovereign the obligation of proving 
it. The duke of San Fernando cites Vattel, not 
only as admitting that other reasons without a 
breach of instructions, may justify a refusal of ra- 
tification, but that the mere fact of such a breach 
would also justify the refusal, without requiring 
that the sovereign alledging should prove it. 

Is this refutation? 

The only observation that I shall permit myself 
upon it, is to mark bow conclusive the authority of 
the passage in Vattel must have been to the mind of 
him, who thus transformed it to the purpose for 
which he was contending. The citation from Mar- 
tens receives the same treatment. The duke of 
San Fernando takes by itself a part of a sentence, 
“that public treaties are not obligatory until rati- 
fied.” He omits the preceeding sentence, by which 
Martens asserts, that a treaty, signed in conformity 

!«Ce qui a ete stipule par un subalterne, en con- 
'formite de son plein pouvoir, devient a la rigueur: 
obligatoire pour la nation du moment meme de la 
signature sans que la ratification soit necessaire. 
Cspendant pour ne pas abandonner le sort des Etats 
aux erreurs d’un seul, il a ete introduit par un usage 
^eneralement reconnu, que los conventions pub- 
liques ne deviennent obligatoires, que lors quelles 
ont ete ratifices. Le motif de cet usage indique 
assez qu'on ne peut y provoquer avec justice, que 
Iprsque celui qui est charge des affaires de Petat, 
en se tenant dans les homes de son plein pouvoir 
public, a franchi celle, de son instruction secrette 
et pue par consequent il s’est rendu punissable.” 

Livf 2. ch. 3. $ 31. 


to full powers, is in rigor obligatory from the mo- 
ment of signature, without wating for the ratifica- 
tion. He omits the part of the sentence cited 
which ascribes the necessity of a ratification to 
an usage founded upon the danger of exposing a 
state to the errors of its minister. He omits the fol- 
lowing sentence which explicitly asserts that this 
usage can never be resorted to, in justification of 
a refusal to ratify, unless when the minister has ex- 
ceeded his secret instructions; and thus, with this 
half of a sentence, stripped of all its qualifying 
context, the tluke brings Martens to assert that, 
which he most explicitly denies. 

U this refutation? 

While upon this subject, permit me to refer you 
to another passage of Vattel, which I the more rea- 
dily cite, because, independent of its weight as au- 
thority, it places this obligation of sovereigns upon 
its immoveable foundation of eternal justice in the 
law of nature. “It is shown by the law of nature, 
that he who has made a promise to any one, lias 
conferred upon him the true right to require the 
thing promised; and that, consequently, not to 
keep a peifect promise, is to violate the right of 
another; and is as manifest injustice, as that of de- 
priving a person of his property. All the tranquili- 
ty, the happiness, and security, of the human race, 
rests on justice; on the obligation of paying a r gard 
to the rights of others. The respect of others for 
our rights of domain and property constitutes the 
security of our actual possessions. The faith of 
promises is our security for tin th ugs that cannot 
be delivered or executed on the spot. There 
wopld be no more security, no longer any commerce 
between mankind, did they not believe themselves 
obliged to preserve their faiili and keep their word. 
This obligation is then as necessary, as it is natural 
and indubitable between the nations thijt lire to- 
gether in a state of nature, and acknowledge no 
superior upon earth, to maintain order and peace 
in their society Nations and their conductors 
ought then to keep their promises and their trea- 
ties inviolable. This great truth, though too often 
neglected in practice , is generally acknowledged by- 
all nations.”* 

The melancholy allusion to the frequent practi- 
cal neglect of this unquestionable principle, would 


*“On demontre en droit naturcl, que celui qu l 
promet a quclqu’un lui confere un veritable droit 
d'exiger la chose promise; et que par consequent, 
ne point garded une promesse parfaite, e’est violer 
le droit d’autrui, c*est une injustice, aussi manifeste, 
que celle de depouiller qiielqiPun de son bien — 
Toute la tranquillite, lc bonheur ct la surete du 
genre humain re pose nt surTa justice, sur (’obliga- 
tion de respecter les droits d’autrui. Le respect 
des autres pour nos droits de domaine et de propri- 
ete, fait la surcte de nos possessions aptuellcs; la 
foi des promesses est notre garant pour les choses 
qui ne puevent etre livrecs ou executees sur le. 
champ. Plus de surete, plus de commerce, entre 
les homines s’ils ne se croient point obliges de gar- 
der la foi, de tenir leur parole. Cette obligation 
est done aussi necessaire, qu'elle est naturclle et in- 
dubitable, entre les nations qui vivent ensemble 
dans Petat de nature, et qui ne connaissent point 
de superieursur la ten*e, pour maintenir l’ordre et 
la paix dans luersociete. Les nations et leurs con- 
ducteurs doivent done gartier inviolablement luer 
promesses, et luer traites. Cette grande verite 
quoique trop souvent negligee, dans la pratique, 
est generalemeot reconnue de toutes les nations.” 

Liv. 2, Ch. 12, $1(53. 


Digitized by 


Google 


NILES’ REGISTER— MAY 2G.1G20— RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 


I 


afford a sufficient supply to your assertion that the its wrongs, than to the courtesies of European di- 
ratification of treaties has often been refused, plomacy; nothing* had till then occured which could 
though signed by ministers with unqualified full have restrained your government from asking of 
powers, and without breach of their instructions - him any explanation which could be necessary for 
No case can be cited by you in which such a refusal fixing its determination upon the ratification: no ex- 
has been justly given; and tlie fact of refusal, sepa- planation was asked of him. 

rate from the justice of the case, amounts to no Nearly two months afterwards, on the 10th of 
more than the assertion that s vereigns have often August, Mr Forsyth was informed, that the king 
violated their engagements and their duties: the would not come to a final decision upon the ratifica* 
obligation of his catholic majesty to ratify the trea- tion without previously entering into several expla- 
ty signed by Mr. Onis istherefore complete. nations with the government of the U. States, to 

The sixteenth and last article of this treaty is in the some of which that government had given nse, and 
following words. “The present treaty shall he rati • that his majesty had charged a person, possessed of 
Jied, in due form, by the contracting parties, and his full confidence, who would jorth'with make 
the ratifications shall be exchanged in six months known to the United States his majesty’s intern- 
from this time, or sooner, if possible.* 9 On the faith tions. Mr. Forsyth offered himself to give every 
of his catholic mtjesty’s promise, the treaty was, im- explanation which could be justly required; but 
mediately after its signature, ratified, on the part your governmnnt declined receiving them from 
of the United States, and, on the 18th of May, fol- him, assigningto him the shortness of the time; a 
lowing, Mr. Forsyth, by an official note, informed reason altogether different from that which von 
the marquis of Casa Yrujo. then minister of foreign now allege, of the disrespectful character of his 
affairs, at Madrid, that the treaty, duly ratified by communications. 

the United States, had been entrusted to him by Frdm the 10th of August till the 14th of the last 
the president, and that he was prepared to ex- month, a period of more than eight months passed 
change it for the ratification of Spain. He added over, during which no information was given by 
that, from the nature of the engagement, it was de- your government of the nature of the explanations 
sirable that the earliest exchange should be made, which would be required. The government of the 
and that the American ship of war Hornet was United States, by a forbearance perhaps unexam- 
waiting in the harbor of Cadiz, destined, in a few! pled in human history, has patiently waited for 
days, to the United States, and affording an oppor- 1 your arrival, always read^ to give, in candor and 
tunity, peculiarly convenient, of transmitting the , sincerity, every explanation that could, with any 
ratified treaty to the United States. 1 propriety, be demanded. What then, must have 

No answer having been returned to this note, on been the sentiments of the president, upon find-, 
the 4th of June, Mr. Forsyth addressed, to the ing, by your note of the 14th ultimo, that, instead 
same minister, a second; urging, in the most re- of explanation*, his catholic majesty has instructed 
spectful terms, the necessity of the departure of 1 you to demand the negotiation of another treaty, 
the Hornet, the just expectation of the United ! and to call upon the United States for stipulations 
States that the ratified treaty would be transmitted j derogatory to their honor, and^ incompatible witfi 
• by that vessel, and the* disappointment which j their duties as an independent nation? What must 
could not fail to ensue should she return without it. be the feelings of this nation to learn that, when 
After fifteen days of further delay, on the 19th called upon to state whether you were the bearer 
of June, Mr. Forsyth was informed, by a note from of his catholic majesty’s ratification of the treaty, to 
Mr. Salmon, successor to the marquis of Casa Yru- be exchanged upon the explanations demanded 
jo, that «his majesty, on reflecting on the great being given, you explicitly answered, that you 
impotence and interest of the treaty in question, were not? and, when required to say whether you 
was under the indispensable necessity of examining are authorized, as a substitute for the ratification, 
it with the greatest caution and deliberation before to give the pledge of immediate possession of the 
lie proceeded to ratify it, and that this was all he territoiy, from which the acknowledged just claims 
was enabled to communicate to Mr. Forsyth on of the citizens of the United States were stipulated 
that point.” to be indemnified, you still answer that you are not; 

Thus, after the lapse of more than a month from but refer us hack to a solemn promise of the king, 
the time of Mr. Forsyth’s first note* and of more already pledged before in the full power to your 
than two months from the time when your govern- predecessor, and to a ratification a* soon as possible 
ment had received the treaty, with knowledge that already stipulated in vain by the treaty which he, 
it had been ratified by the United States, the rati- in full conformity to his instructions, had signed? 
fication of a treaty which his catholic majesty had The ratification of that treaty can now no longer 
solemnly promised, so that it might be exchanged be accepted by th'rn government, without the con- 
within six months from the date of its signature, or currence of a constitutional majority of the senate 
oooner , if possible, was withheld merely to give of the United States, to whom it must be >again re- 
time to his catholic majesty to cxa-iineiX-, and this ferred. Yet even this promise you were, by my 
treaty was the result ot'a twenty year’s negociation letter of the 3d instant, informed that, rather than 
in which every article and subject contained in it abandon the last hope of obtaining the fulfilment of 
had been debated and sifted to the utmost satiety his catholic majesty’s promise already given, the 
between the parties, both at Washington and Ma- president would, so far as was constitutionally with- 
drid —a treaty, in which the stipulations, by the in his power, yet accept. 

Spanish minister, had been sanctioned by succes- The assurances which you had given me, in the 
•ive references, of every point, to his own govern- first personal conference between us, of your entire 
xnent,and were, by the formal admission of your satisfaction with the explanations given you upon 
own note, fully within the compass of his instruc- all the points on which you had been instructedto 
tions. ask them, would naturally have led to the expeota- 

If, under the feeling of such a procedure on the tion that the promise which you was authorized to 
part of the Spanish government, the minister of give would, at least, not be withheld. From your 
the United States appealed to the just rights of h is lette/of the 5th instant, however, it appears thtt 
country in expressions suited more to the sense of no discretion has been left you, to pledge even bis 

e 
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majesty *8 promise pf ratification, in the event ot* 
your being yourself satisfied with the explanations 
upon all the points desired. I hat the only promise 
you can give is condi'ional , and the condition a 
point upon which your government, when they 
prescribed it, could not but know it was impossible 
that the United States should comply — a condition 
incompatible with their independence, their neu- 
trality, their justice, and their honor. 

It was, also, a condition which his catholic majes 
ty had not the shudow of a right to prescribe. The 
treaty had been signed by Mr. Onis, with a full 
knowledge that no such engagement as that con- 
templated by it would ever be acceded to by the 
American government, and after long and unweari- 
ed efforts to obtain it. The differences between 
the United States and Spain had no connection with 
the war between Spain and South America. The 
object of the treaty was to settle the boundaries, 
and adjust and provide for the claims between 
your nation and ours; and Spain, at no time, could 
have a light to require that any stipulation con- 
cerning the contest between her and her colonies 
should be connected with it. As his catholic ma- 
jesty could not justly require it, during the nego- 
elation of that treaty, still less could it afford a jus- 
tification for withholding his promised ratification 
after it was concluded. 

The proposal which, at a prior period, had been 
made by the government of the United States to 
some of the principal powers of Europe, for a re- 
cognition, in concert, of the independence of Bu- 
enos Ayres, was founded, as 1 have observed to 
you, upon an opinion then and still entertained, 
that this recognition must, and would, at no very 
Temote period, be made by Spain herself; that the 
joiut acknowledgment by several of the principal 
powers of the world, at the same time, might pro- 
bably induce Spain the sooner to accede to that ne- 
cessity, in which she must ultimately acquiesce, 
and would thereby hasten an event propitious to 
her own interests, by terminating a struggle in 
which she is wasting her strength and resources 
without a possibility of success; an event ardently 
to be desired by every friend of humanity, afflicted 
by the continual horrors of a war, cruel and san- 
guinary almost beyond example; an event, not only 
desirable to the unhappy people who are suffering 
the complicated distresses and calamities of th s 
war, but to all the nations having relations of amity 
and of commerce with them. » his proposal, found- 
eel upon such motives, far from giving to Spain the 
right to claim of the United States an engagement 
not to recognise the South \ meric an governments, 
ought to have been considered by Spain as a proof 
at once of the moderation and discretion of the 1 
United States; as evidence of their disposition to] 
discard all selfish or exclusive views in the adop-! 
tion of a measure which they deemed wise and 
just in itself, but most likely to prove efficacious 
by a common adoption of it, in a spirit entirely pa- 
"cific, in concert with other nations, rather than by 
a precipitate resort to it, on the part of the Unit- 
ed States, alone 

The conditional promise, therefore, now offered 
by you, instead of the positive one which you have 
declared yourself authorised to give, cannot be ac- 
cepted by the president; and 1 am constrained to 
observe tint he can consider the procedure of your 
government/ in thus providing you with powers 
ami instructions utterly inefficient for the conclusion 
of the ncgociation with which you are charged, in 
no other light than as proceeding from a determi- 
nation^ on its part, still to protract and baffle its 


final successful issue. Under these circumstances, 
he deems it his duty to submit the correspondence 
which has passed between us, Miice your arrival, to 
the consideration of the congress of the United 
States, to whom it will be long to decide how far 
the United Stated can yet, consistently with their 
duties to themselves, and tiie rights of their citi- 
zens, authorise the further delay requested in your 
note of the 5th instant. 

In the conclusion of that note,you have remarked, 
alluding to a great change which appears to have 
taken place, since your departure from Madrid, in 
the government of Spain, that this circumstance 
alone would impose on you (he obligation of giving 
w® greater latitude to your promise previous to your 
receiving new instructions. If 1 have understood 
you right, your intention is to remark, that this cir- 
cumstance alone would restrain you, in any event, 
from giving, without new instructions, the uncon- 
ditional promise of ratification, which, in a former 
note, you had declared yourself authorised, in the 
name of your sovereign, to give. This seems to be 
equivalent to a declaration, that you consider your 
powers themselves, in the extent to which they 
were entrusted to you, as suspended by the event# 
to which you thus refer. If I am mistaken in taking 
this us your meaning, will you have the goodness to 
inform me how far yoiv do consider your powers 
affected by the present state of your information 
from Spain? 

Please to accept the assurance of my distinguish- 
ed consideration, JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

] •?//’. Gallatin to the secretary oj elate. 

Paris, t'e binary 15, 1820. 

Sir— General V»vr«, the new minuter of Spain to the United 
States, arrived at Parnou the 11th instant, and P ft it on the tack 
for London, with the in trillion to embark at Liverpool id eke New 
York packet, which will tail on the lot day of March. 

I Mr. P.nquier, nit* r hxvtug seen him, invited me to an interview 
on the 12th, and said that lie was in hop* a that die rend a might 

i Mill be M«\ju«t*d. Gciural Vive* bad told him chat the principal 
points with Spain were, that the honor of the crown should be 
saved (niit a couvert) in thr business of the grants, and <o nctife 
satisfactory evidence of our iiiteulion tu preserve a fair neutrality 
in the colonial war. Mr. Pa*quier bad obs» rved to hiip that it 
would be a matter of drep »*.grtt that private interest should 
prevent the conclusion of such an important arrange merit, and 
that, when it wut clear, that tlniv had been at kast a misunder- 
standing on the subject, tit* king’s dignity could not H<- injured by 
a resumption of the grants, or by au exchange for other lands: 
He seemed to think that this wutild be arranged. and asked me 
what 1 thought we could do respecting the oilier point. 2 an- 
swered that the fullest reliance iniglit be placed on die fairness of 
our neutrality, and that I was really at a loss to know what could 
be added to uie measures the Uuiod Slat* shad aln ady adopted 
to enforce it. Mr. Pasquit r gave me to und< rstand that, f them 
was any d«-fref, however trifling, in our laws, and that was amend* 
ed, it would probably be sufficient to satisfy ihe pride ut S|tain, 
as there now appi art d a real d< sire to ratify, provided it could be 
dune without b tiu)i"g a glaring incuntist mey. He had expres- 
sed tog ncral Vivis his opinion oi the iinpropiv ty of asking irons 
the U >iud Stares any promise not Co recognise the independence 
of the iusrirg ut colonhs, and hod told him that, on that subject, 
Spain c *uld oi ly rely on the moral rlTeet which a solemn treaty, 
accommodating all her differences with the United States, would 
have on th ir future proceedings. 

I expr ssetl my hope that the explanations which general Vires 
was instructed to give uu the subject of the grants, and to ask ©* 
that of our neutrality, might he such as to remove all the existing 
difficulties. But it was most important that ha should arrive in 
the United States before the adjournment of congress, and that 
h should fie tin- bear r of the king's ratification of the treaty, t« 
that, if < very thing was arraiig- d, thus* ratifications might bn at 
<t-.ee exchanged at Washington. If that was n«l done, the presi- 
dent would have no mor<- s- eun<y that the king would ratify gt- 
n* cal Vi vet 1 Until Mr. Onis’ aits aud it was impossible to sup- 
pose that he would run tin risk ot a si umd disappointment. Thn 
ohscrvaiinn fori inly struck Mr. Pasqni< r, who said that he would 
make Inn tier enquiries on that point. 

I saw, the sa in ev nii g. the Sj auish ambassador at this court, 
and, in the course ul a short conversation, he suggested that the 
grants in dispute might be svt aside, th* gEantrts not having ful- 
filled certain conditions or formalities; and, after acknowledging 
that general Vivet was not the Uarer of the king’s ratification, 
lie hinted that In was authorised to give the United Slates satisfac- 
tory security that S|wiiu would fulfil In r engagements. 

On the 13th I dined at tin min'isUr of !ur*igtt affairs with gene, 
rad V mi, who repeated u are in substance what bs had said to 
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Mr. Pasquier. I told him that thu president would judge of the j 
caplaiMttoua he had to give on the subject of the grant#; that ho | 
might rt-ly on the dettrmi nation of tho Unitvd Slant to pnsorve j 
th ir neutrality, and not lest on the manner in which the law# 
for enforcing it were executed, than on the tenor of tho#e law#, , 
which, I observed, were, and had alway# been, more lull aud effi- 
cient shan those of either England or France on the «ame subjt-ct; 
tha t 1 could not «ay whether the question of recognixing th* 
indep^ndenoeof the insurgent colonies would be agitated during 
th.! nr t nt session of congress, but that, if it was. the decision 
would probably havu tak :u pl<»c- Iwlore his arrival* 

I thru r-pr»t'*d what I hail said to Mr. Pasquier, respecting the 
importance of his lining authoris'd to exchange the ratifications of 
the treaty. H answered, that, although he was not, hr could, in 
nv of an arrangement, give satisfactory security to the United 
States, and tliar it would consist in connoting that they should 
tokc i mm* that* possession of Florida, without waiting for the ra- ! 
tific , lion ol the treaty. . , 

General Vivr# rpated, in the course of the evening, the same 
thing to Mr. Pasquir, with whom i had att. 4 -war,U a short con- 
versa) ion on the subject. He seemed extremely astonish.*!, that ) 
the Spanish government should have adopted that course rather t 
than to authorise their .ninist r to exchang at once th. ratifiea- ; 
tionss Since, however, the measure they proposed coincid, d wrth , 
the views of th. pr< tident, as stated in his message, and would, at 1 
•II events, prevent a rupturt , we both agreed that no time should 
bvlost in communicating to you general Vives’ declarations* 

I taw the bouor to be, Btc. ALBKR 1 GALLA1 IN. 

'Extract of a letter from Mr* Ruth to the secretary oj 
state , tinted 

London, February 25, J.820* 
•General Vires, despatched by the king of Spain on a mission 
to th- United State#,** now hereou his transit to our country. 1 1 
have not been able to command the opportunity of an interview 
with him. It may lie more acceptable to the government to btar 
what lord Castlereagh told me, who has seen him. This was, that 
he did nut fail to say to him every thing of a hi ali..g nature, as be- 
tween the United States and Spam. His lordslnp added, that ne 
alill looked to an accommodation of all the differences with the 
nme wishes as formerly* General Vives, it seems, mentioned to 
him that he was not without a hope of producing a conviction, on 
bis arrival at Washington, that, as respect# the grants ot land, 
about which such difficulties had arisen under the treaty, Mr Omi 
had gone too far iu his admissions; farther than tacts w.vuld be 
found to warrant* 1 replied, that my government would listen to 
what he had to advance on this topic. His lordship nid.no more. 
The general emlawks from Liverpool, for New York, on the first 
of next mouth. He will probably be iu the ship that takes home 
this despatch** 

The following message and documents were transmitted 
by the president ©/ the United States to both houses 
of congi'css , on the 12/A inst* 

To the senate and house of representatives of the United States. 

I communicate to congress, translation# ol letters from the mi- 
nister of Spain to the secretary of state, received since my message 
of the 9tb instant. JAMES MON HOE* 

Washington, lith May , 1820. 

General Fives to the secretary of state . 

[Tranalati>«n.] 

Sir In answer to your note of yesterday's date, I have, in the first 
place, to give you th. explanation requested of me, of the import 
hfiuj last proposal, and in doing so, tu repeat, in other words, that j 
1 am authorised solemnly to promise to this government the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty by his majesty, only in ua«e the third point of < 
my proposals he satisfied; but, ns the antwer given to this poiut has 
not been such as I could, agreeably to my instructions, receive as 
satisfactory, 1 cau by no means commit myself by giving a gr« ater 
extension to my promise, than that cxpr.ssed in my note. 

My object in intimating to you that, although 1 knew nothing 
officially, yet I considered as authentic the information circuiting 
of an important change in the govet nment of Spain, a circumstance 
which would, of its. U. effectually prevent me from giving greater 
latitude to my promise, was to apprise your government that as, by 
by the adoption of the constitution of 1812, in Spsdn, the powers 
of the king would he limited, it would no longer depend on his 
majesty alone to fulfil my solemn promise, admitting that my in- 
structions had empowered me to give such a promise; so that my 
sole motive for offering a remark, upon that topic, was to strength* 
en the grounds on which my proposal was founded; and, further, 
to enable your government so to appreciate, as no longer to de* 
dinr assenting to it. 

1 shall, on this occasion, wave all reply to the arguments again ; 
advanced by you, in extenso. upon the question of his majesty’s 
obligation to ratify the treaty, and confine myself to a single re- 
mark; namely, that all the authorities cited by you lay down the 
peace and happiness of mankind in general , ami of states and their 
pedple in particular, as a fundamental principle. And having, in 
my first not“, shown the notoriously hostile disposition prevailing 
throughout the union towards the imprests of the Spanish monar- 
chy, it necessarily follows that, when the objects of treaties are 
not obtained, the ratification of that of *2d February, 1819. would, 
in like manner, become illusory',* and, therefore, that his majesty's 
motives for suspending it, were fatsitdrd upon a competent view 
of evident facts- 

I shall also leave it to the general qgute of the reflecting part of 
mankind to decide, whether the reasoning you rely on, in Mating the 


motive# of the American government for proposing to other pow- 
ers to ackiiowh-dge the revolt* d provinces of Spanish America. and 
in exhibiting th* m as favorable, not only to suffering humanity, 
but to the interests of Spain herself, be not, in the highest degree, 
specious; for, if such maxims w re to be adopted, cations could 
no longer oount upon the integrity of their possessions, or upon 
th * maintenance of that mutual amity and good und-rstanriing 
which it is equally their duty and their interest to cultivate ia 
their relation# with caeh other. 

1 have the Imuor to offer you anew the assurances of my distin- 
guished consideration; and I pray God long to pr v vveyon. 

FRANCISCO DION1SIO V1VE& 
Washington . 9th May, 1820. 

General don Francisco Dtonisio Fives to the secretary of state* 

[ I ransiacionj 

Sir: In conformity with the or-brs I nave this moment recrived 
from my government, I have the honor to iuform you, that his 
catholic mgj>-«iv h «tb swor to the political constitution ot the 
Spanish monarchy, as «anrtinn«*d by Uk* ^xt-aorlinary cort-s ia 
1812* and to mu-Ios*, a printed **opy of his ninj .-sty’s inanifcu to 
the iMtinn— for the purpose of giving th< president a jud view of 
the nobl- and generous sentiments which actuate the august mind 
of the king. 

Plea* to accept the renewed assurances of my perfect consi- 
deration, and iny wish that God may preserve you v any jvxrs. 

FRANCISCO OlONISIO VI V Eli, 
Washington , 10/A May, 1820. 

[Here follows the proclamation, published in the 
present volume of the Register, page 176 ] 

General don Francisco Dlonisio Fives to the secretary rf state* 
[Translation/) 

Sir: Among the documents transmitted with th-* president's 
mt »sage to both houses of congress, and published in this day’s 
National Intelligencer, 1 have seen, with surprise, th-* Irtor of 
I Mr. Gnllaiiu, statiug, th u I positively told him that *1 touWL 
in ca»e of arrangement, give satisfactory security to the United 
States, add that it would consist in cons* uting that they should 
take i < mediate poss sion of Florida, without waiting for the rstk 
fication of the treaty.” Although I hav « with all frankness proved, 
i> my correspondence with you. that 1 had no such authority, ana 
that it will not. under any view which may be taken, appear pre- 
sumable, that Jl mad * so doubtful, so useless, and ioeonsident<* a 
disclosure, I request, how -v -r, that y mi will b- pleased to ca.< *u- 
nicate this to the president, in order that, by giving publicity to 
this document, it may be understood that I made no such proposal, 
either to Mr. Gallatin nr to b*ron P.*squi- r. 

I r new to you, sir, th * assuranc-s of my r spect and distinguish- 
ed considerauon; «ud I pray God to pr •« rvoyou many years. 

FRANCISCO DION1SIO FIVES. 
Washington, HlA May, 1880* 

Foreign Articles. 

London dales of April 10. 

Great Britain and Ireland. The elections are ge- 
nerally over — 457 of the old members have been re- 
elected, 122 new ones, and 79 yet remained to be 
chosen — whole number 6qj8. The duke of Welling- 
ton has returned to England. The king has reco- 
vered his health, and it is said that he will be 
crowned in August. Cobbett lias lost the election 
at Coventry, and was driven out of the city bys 
mob. Hunt has been bound over to keep the 
peace for six months. Major Cartwright was 
about to be tried on charges similar to those pre- 
ferred against Hunt! Great preparations were mak- 
ing for the trial of Thisile wood and his associates* 
The disturbances in Ireland a e said to be sub- 
siding — but there are alarming accounts from Scot • 
land . The papers are tilled with details. An ad- 
dress has been issued at Glasgow, and widely cir- 
culated, calling upon the people x>f England, Ire- 
land and Scotland, to come forward instantly and 
“effect, by force, if resisted, a revolution in Jhe go* 
veimment 99 This address professes to be subscrib- 
ed by order of the committee of organization for 
forming a provisional government* The people were 
also wanted to strike off work on the 1st of April# 
and generally did so, at Glasgow, Paisley, and the 
neighborhoods. It was estimated that 60,000 men 
were roaming through the street* at Glasgow, or 
quartered in the surrounding villages, at one time. 
\ 11 sorts of business was stopped. Some of the 
people were armed with pikes, others were seeking 
for muskets, and seizing them without the lea* 
ceremony, and thfy were drilled in open day- 
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ferent parties of them had attacked several houses, 
and some of them had been killed in different af- 
frays with the troops. The military were pouring 
in from Edinburg, Piershill and Sterling Castle at 
the latest dates, and it was supposed that a stop 
would soon be put to the “dreadful proceedings** 
of the people. Eleven of the “committee of the 
provisional government,** are said to have been ar- 
rested. 

In England too, disorder has broken out a-fresh. 
At Manchester, Leeds, Huddersfield, &c. great con- 
fusion existed. Parties of the people were armed 
with pikes. A general rising appears to have been 
concerted. It was to begin at Huddersfield and 
Leeds. At the former the [mail] coaches were to 
have been stopped, and the town pillaged. This 
was to be the signal tor a common effort in all the 
manufacturing districts — but the plan appears to 
have been defeated for the moment. 

If, in either England, Ireland or Scotland, a few 
men of talents, who possessed the confidence of the 
people, and were endowed with courage and skill 
to direct their motions, were t© come forward, the 
materials for revolution would be super-abundant 
in a very short time. 

France . Here the seeds of revolution are deep- 
ly planted. The public mind is greatly excited. 
The late arbitrary laws for restricting the press 
and against personal liberty, are exceedingly un- 
popular. The latter is, essentially, a revival of the 
lettre s de cachet. Public subscriptions are making 
for the “relief of the victims of arbitrary power**— 
one of them is headed by La Fayette, and other 
distinguished persons. The king had been ill, 
and it seems to be felt that the existence of the go- 
vernment depends upon the life of ibis poor old man. 

Spain . Though the constitution has been pro- 
claimed, the government does not appear to be set- 
tled. It is very possible that the intrigues of a stu- 
pid and knavish king and his satellites on one band, 
to regain lost power, and the jealousy and zeal of 
those whom he dungeoned or banished for their li- 
beral opinions, on the othel* — may together work a 
total change in the dynasty, if not an abolition ot 
the monarchy. Something of this sort is going on, 
foritissuid that Min* has intercepted some des- 
patches from Madrid, so very important, that he 
will only exhibit or deliver them to the cortes, 
who, by a royal ordinance, *re to assemble on the 
9th of July. 

There has been a complete turning out of 
Ferdinand’s officers. The junta demanded the dis- 
mission of all who were of the 70 who petitioned 
for the overthrow of the cortes, on the return of 
the king. All the prefects and other officers origi- 
nally appointed by the cortes, have been “restor- 
ed,** so far as they are living and in Spain. So has 
the secretariat of the cortes, with all its seals, pa 
pers, &c. among which is the original copy of the 
constitution. Madrid, so lately gloomed by the in- 
quisition, is deluged with pamphlets and gazettes, 
printed freely. The journal of Valencia has taken 
for its motto, “ God watches yet over Israel. ** A late 
letter from Madrid says — “ A club of libei'alcs is 
openly organized in Madrid; it exercises its influ- 
ence over the provisional junta; it is a faithful por- 
trait of your Breton club, of 1789. Various mem- 
bers of the junta go to this association to receive 
their instructions. Terror is general. The liberty 
of the press is the exclusive right of a party; woe to 
him who should use it to publish reflections on 
what is passing! ‘Tax revolution or death;* this 
is the order of the day. We are not -without fears 
for the fives of tftc most august personages ” 


The junta has decreed the confiscation of all the 
property of the inquisition— it appear* that that 
accursed tribunal, at the very moment when the re- 
volution broke out, bad prepared a decree which 
the king was to have issued, that would have sur- 
passed any of the tyrannies of modem times, and 
held out a prospect of again roasting men and wo- 
men alive — “/or the good of the churchj ** But the 
wretches were cut short in their career. We only 
regTet that a few of their racks aad wheels and dun- 
geons were not reserved for themselves. It is re- 
ported that some parts of Spain are nearly in insur- 
rection in favor of Ferdinand. It may be well, if 
this is the case — for then, to a certainty, he, his 
priests and friends, will undoubtedly be cast out. 
The word national is in most casas substituted for 
the former phrase royal . This is good. 

The massacre at Cadiz is still unexplained — but 
it appears as if a determination existed tod o justice 
to the murderers. 

The cortes will consist of 149member9 — of whom 
thirty will be chosen from the Americans residing 
in Spain. 

Portugal. It would appear that the revolution 
in Spain has revived the slugglish Portuguese , and 
that many of them begin to think and reason! — and 
a general insurrection appears to be expected from 
the movements of the people in the interior. Let 
it be so A confederation with Spain is spoken of. 
It is added that distinguished persons have been 
designated to make the proposition to the cortes* 
A Paris paper says, that the English are often in- 
sulted in Portugal, “and advised to relieve the coun- 
try of their presence.** 

In Italy , also, an explosion is looked for. Some 
steps towards it seem to have been taken at Milan , 
and other places. It is said that “the revolution- 
ists demand for their king the archduke Hegnier 9 
with a constitutional government.** 

A revolt in Prussia is likewise spoken of. A con- 
stitution was solemnly promised in time of need by 
the king, but has been evaded or refused when his 
danger was over. It is stated that Rome of the 
superior officers had reminded the king of his pro- 
mises, for which they had been broken; butthatthe 
troops were loudly calling for them to be rein- 
stated. 

Germany , generally remains uneasy and unsettled. 
Plots and conspiracies are the common topics of 
the day. 

If these things are all true, the “ holy alliance” 
will have enough to do to keep Europe in chains. 

State of the press A Paris paper says— The Da- 
nish press cannot treat of politics nor give news 
without special permission. In Belgium many edi- 
tors have been arrested. It appears that, from the 
Baltic to the Pyrenees, there' is an “holy alliance* 
against the press. 

The plague rages severely at Morocco. At the 
latest accounts from 2 to 500 died daily of it in that 
city. 

CHRONICLE. 

The widow of John Heaps t the mail driver, re- 
cently murdered near Baltimore, has been relieved 
by an act of congress in the sum of §500, to (>e paid 
to her in ten semi-annual payments. 

Mr. Clay t speaker of the house of representatives, 
has retired from a new election to congress; and it 
seems, will ^dso retire from his present seat. 

James Johnson, esq. a member of congress from 
Virginia, has been appointed, by the president, 
with the consent of the senate, to be collector for 
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the' port of Norfolk, in Virginia, vice Charles K. 
Mallory, deceased. 

The New York Mercantile Advertiser states, that 
Lytule CatUn, esq has resigned his situation as cash- 
ier of the U. S. branch bank in that city. 

M. Gaspare Deabbate, consul general of the king 
of Sardinia, to reside in the United States, has just 
arrived in Washington city. 

Don Manuel Torres has arrived at Washington, 
as minister from the new republic of Columbia 

Marshal Grouchy is about to return to France. 
He has engaged a passage from N. York for Havre. 

At Fort Crawford , on the Mississippi, about 260 
miles above the mouth of the Missouri, two soldiers 
. of the garrison there, were shot a short distance 
from the fort and scalped by the VVinebagocs. 

The ^Massachusetts.” The ship of the line build- 
ing at Charlestown, in commendation of which the 
highest praise is lavished, it is said, is to be called 
the Massachusetts. She is in considerable forward- 
ness. 

The Constitution frigate, old Ironsides , is under- 
going a thorough repair. It is said that she well 
deserves the cognomen , for that her lower timber* 

1 are as hard as iron — being of live oak. 

The Congress frigate, at Linton island, 50 miles 
below Canton, was very closely watched by the 
Chinese, and all visits to and from her were strict- 
ly regulated. It is thus that this jealous people al- 
ways treat foreign vessels of war; permitting none 
of them to enter their harbors. 

Counterfeit*. Two brokers in Petersburg, Va. are 
said to have received nearly four thousand dollars 
of spuri jus Georgia bank bills— which the “Intel- 
ligencer” of that place says appear Co have been 
from the genuine plate! 

Western banks , The specie paying banks of Ohio, 
are, Chillicothe , Lancaster , Marietta , Belmont , 
Mount Pleasant , Western Reserve , and two banks 
at Steubenville . The notes of the rest are generally 
at 70 to 75 per ct. dis. Some of the bank of Columbus 
have been sold at that rate, in the town of Columbus. 
The new banks of Kentucky have chiefly gone by 
the board, tlie bills of the old bank, are hardly dis- 
posed of at Baltimore at 20 per cent. dis. The 
same or a higher discount, is required on those of 
Tennessee, Mississippi and Alabama. Pennsylva- 
nia bills, of banks west of the mountains, are gene- 
rally very bad, except those of Pittsburg -varying 
from 15 to 55 percent, dis. but happily, “scarce.” 
Though some of these banks are undoubtedly sol- 
vent, the multitude of paper which was sent forth 
by some ofthem, has impaired the credit of others, 
and severely checked the utility of the well estah- 
fished and prudently conducted institutions, in t he 
western and south western parts of the United 
States. 

Some of the banks in the eastern and many in the 
middle states are winding up their concerns. There 
are fire or six in Maryland, for instance, whose 
notes are rarely met with, and are not even the 
money of their respective neighborhoods. Those 
of the City bank of Baltimore have no currency, 
though convertible into “bank money” at about 
two per cent, and will be ultimately paid. 

Fire in the woods. The woods in the vicinity of 
Watertown and Sackett’s Harbor were on fire about 
the 10th inst. The people of the adjacent counties, 
together with the officers, soldiers ami sailors at 
the Harbor, were turned out to stop the progress 
of the flames. The road usually travelled was im- 
passable. An extensive fire also prevailed for seve- 


ral days in the woodlands between Westport and 
Berkley, Massachusetts, and destroyed many houses, 
&c &c 

Horticultural . — Early potatoes were exhibited on 
the 2d instant, at Montreal, and on the 3d, cucum- 
bers were cut in the garden of Mr. John Howley, 
near Kingston, Upper Canada. Neither of these 
vegetables, we believe, have yet been produced at 
the New York markets 

CAPITOL OP THF. t72fITF.l) 8TATKS. 

Dimensions of the capital, &c. 

Principal building, 350 by 120 42,000 ft. 

East projection and steps, 170 by 65 11,050 
West projection, 170 by 83 14,110 


67,160 

Capitol ground t with iron paihng . 

acres, ft. 


East of side entrance, 

Yard to the curve line, 
Semicircular area to the 

750 by 700 
750 by 200 

12 3,000 
3 19,590 

west. 

750 by 375 

4 36,973 



59,437 

59,437 feet are 


1 5,937 

Whole contents are 


20 5,937 


[ Wash . Gas. 

H E A D-Q.U ARTURS, ITOBTriKn* DIVISION. 

Adjt. gen* 8 office , Brownsville , April 22, 1820. 

Division onmtRs.— In reverting to his late tour 
of review and inspection, to some of the posts on 
the Atlantic border of his command, ana to the 
post of Sackett’s Harbor, in his immediate vicinity, 

! the major general of division cannot forbear expres- 
sing the satisfaction he has experienced in observ- 
ing the excellent condition of the troops which 
garrison them. 

The companies of artillery at forts Washington, 
McHenry, and Mifflin, were in a very respectable 
state of discipline; and the police of the posts which 
they occupy was such as to do them credit. 

The fine martial appearance of the batttalion in 
the harbor of New York, under the direction of 
lieut. col. House, claims a higher award of com- 
mendation for him, and the officers who compose 
his command. It is justified most particularly by 
the accuracy which they displayed in performing 
the evolutions of the drill; but no inconsiderable 
degree of merit is contained in the general aspect 
of improvement in police, which the post exhi- 
bited. 

The major general feels, with sincere gratifies- 
tion, that the seeds of excellence are sown, and be 
is satisfied that time, aided by the same spirit of 
devotion which has effected these changes, will 
soon ripen into perfection the high character which 
they promise. 

To major Cutler, whose command he review- 
ed yesterday, and to his officers, great credit is 
due for the fine state of discipline in which he 
found the troops, and for the order and excellent 
police which reign throughout the cantonment. 
The latter it would be difficult to improve; and he 
was gratified to see this command, at the close of 
a rigorous winter, during which military exercise 
is necessarily intermitted, sustaining its accustom- 
ed reputation. 

By command of major general Brown. 

K. JONES, 
Adj.gen.Jf. divisi «»• 
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dj^Much of the present sheet is appropriated to 
the purpose of “bringing up lee-way;” though not 
destitute of articles of interest. 

E We have on hand another account of the 
r mine in Ohio,'* which, at least, as a detail of 
the process of boring for salt water, is very inte- 
resting, and shall have a place in our next, if the 
room can be spared. 

The tariff hilt, &c. We have received a draft of 
Mr. J?aldwin*t able speech in the house of repre- 
sentatives, on introducing the bill from the com- 
mittee of manufactures, for regulating the tariff, 
a:*d shall publish it in our next We also expect to 
obtain sketches of those which he delivered in sup- 
port of thea uction bill, and that intended to pro- 
vide for the prompt payment of duties on goods 
imported, and shall speedily insert them — that the 
people, in general, may have a full view of the 
principles on which tire committee acted in report- 
ing those important bills; and it will also come 
within our plan to publish some of the speeches in 
opposition. As preparatory to these matters, we 
have inserted in this sheet the non importation 
agreement of the old congress in 1774 — a venerable 
state paper, as worthy of consideration now as it 
was when first issued. 


Ia Congress — 1774. 

To obtain a redress of these grievances, which 
threaten destruction to the lives, liberty and pro- 
perty of his majesty’s subjects, in North America, 
we are of opinion, that a non-importation, non-con- 
sumption, and lion-exportation agreement, faith- 
fully adhered to, will prove the most speedy, ef- 
fectual and peaceable measure: And, therefore, 
we do, for ourselves and the inhabitants of the se- 
veral colonies* whom we represent, firmly agree 
and associate, under the sacred ties of virtue, honor 
and love of our country, as follows: 

First, That, from and after the first day of Dec. 
next, we will not import, into British America, from 
Great Britain or treland, any goods, wares or mer- 
chandise whatsoever, or from any other place, any 
such goods, wares or merchandise, as shall have 
been exported from Great Britain or Ireland; nQr 
will we, after that day, import any East India tea 
from any part of the world; nor any molasses, syrups, 
paneles, coffee, or pimento, from the British plan- 
tations, or from Dominica; nor wines from Madeira, 
or the Western Islands; nor foreign indigo. 

Second, We will neither import nor purchase, 
any slave imported after the first day of Dec next; 
after which time, we will wholly discontinue the 
slave trade, and will neither be concerned in it our- 
selves, nor will we hire our vessels, nor sell our 
commodities or manufactures to those who are con- 
cerned in it. 

Third, As a non-consumption agreement, strictly 
adhered to, will be an effectual security for the ob- 
servation of the non-importation, we, as sbove, so- 
lemnly agree and associate, that, from this day, we 
will not purchase or use any tea, imported on ac- 
count of the East India company, or any on which a 
Vox. XVIII. 17. 


duty bath been or shall be paid; and from after the 
first day of March next, we will not purchase or use 
any East India tea whatever; nor will we, nor shall 
any person for or under us, purchase or use any oV 
those goods, wares or merchandise we havtr agreed 
not to import, which we shall know, or have cause 
to suspect, were imported after the first day of De- 
cember, except such as come under the rules and 
directions of the tenth article hereafter mentioned. 

Fourth, The earnest desire we have not to injure 
our fellow subjects in Great Britain, Ireland, or the 
West Indies^ induces us to suspend a non-exporta- 
tion, until the tenth day of September, 1775; at 
which time, if the said acts and parts of acts of the 
British parliament, hereinafter mentioned, are not 
repealed, we will not, directly or indirectly, export 
any merchandise or commodity whatsoever to Great 
Britain, Ireland, or the West Indies, except rice to 
Europe. 

Fifth, Such as are merchants, and use the British 
and Irish trade, will give orders, as soon us possible, 
to their factors, agents and correspondents, in Great 
Britain and Ireland, not to ship any goods to them, 
on any pretence whatsoever, as they cannot be re- 
ceived m America; and if any merchant, residing* 
in Great Britain or Ireland, shall, directly or indi- 
rectly, ship any goods, wares or merchandise, for 
America, in order to break the said non-importat ; on 
agreement, or in any manner contravene the same, 
on such unworthy conduct being well attested, it 
ought to be made public; and, on the same being 
so done, we will not, from thenceforth, have any 
commercial connexion with such merchant. 

Sixth, That such as are owners of vessels, will 
give positive orders to tbeir captains, or masters, not 
to receive on board their vessels any goods prohi- • 
bited by the said non-importation agreement, on 
pain of immediate dismission from their service. 

Seventh, We will use our utmost endeavors to 
improve the breed of sheep, and increase their num- 
ber to the greatest extent; and, to that end, we will 
kill them as seldom as may be, especially those of 
the most profitable kind; nor will we export any to 
the West Indies or elsewhere; and those of us who 
are, or may become, overstocked with, or can con- 
veniently spare any sheep, will dispose of them to 
our neighbors, especially to the poorer sort, on 
moderate terms. 

Eighth, We will, in our several stations, encou- 
rage frugality, economy and industry, and promote 
the agriculture, arts and manufactures of this coun- 
try, especially that of wool; and will discountenance 
and discourage every species of extravagance and' 
dissipation, especially all horse-racing, and all kinds 
of gaming, cock-fighting, exhibitions of shews, plays 
and other expensive diversions and entertainments 
— and on the death of any relation or friend, none 
of us, or any of our families, will go into any fur- 
ther mourning dress, than a black crape or ribbon 
on the arm or hat, for gentlemen, and a black rib- 
bon and necklace for ladies; and we will discontinue 
the giving of gloves and scarves at funerals. 

Ninth, Such as are venders of goods and mer- 
chandise, will not take advantage of the soarcitv of 
goods that may be occasioned by this association, 
but will Mil the ism* at the rates we have been 
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accustomed to do, for twelve months last pa9t. Ami | 
if any vender of goods or merchandise shall sell any 
such goods on higher te^ms, or shall, in any manner, 
or by any device whatsoever, violate or depart from 
this agreement, no person ought, nor will any of 
us deal with any such person, or his or her factor 
or agent, at any time thereafter, for any commodity 
whatever. 

Tenth, In cese any merchant, trader, or other 
peioon, shall import any goods or merchandise, af- 
ter the first clay of December, and before the first 
* day of February next, the same ought, forthwith, 
at the election of the owner, to be either re-shipped 
or delivered up to the committee of the county or 
town, wherein they shall be imported, to be stored 
at the risk of the importer, until the nonimporta- 
tion agreement shall cease, or be sold under the 
direction of the committee aforesaid; and in the 
last mentioned case, the owner or owners of such 
goods shall be reimbursed out of the sales, the first 
cost and charges* the profit, if any, to be applied 
tow ards relieving and employing such poor inhabi- 
tants of the town of Boston, as are immediate suf- 
ferers by the Boston port- bill; and a particular ac- 
count of all goods, so returned, stored or sold, to be 
inserted in the public papers; and if any goods or 
merchandise shall be imported after the said first 
day of Feb. the same ought, forthwith, to be sent 
buck again, without breaking any of the packages 
thereof. 

Eleventh, That a committee be chosen in every 
county, city, and town, by those who are qualified 
to vote for 'representatives in the legislature, whose 
business it shall be attentively to observe the con- 
duct of all persons touching this association; and 
when it shall be made to appear, to the satisfaction 
of a majority of any such committee, that any per- 
son within the limits of their appointment has vio- 
lated this association, that such majority do forth- 
with cause the truth of the case to be published in 
the gazette; to the end that all such foes to the 
rights of British America may be publicly known, 
and universally contemned as the enemies of Ame- 
rican liberty; and thenceforth we, respective!), will 
break off all dealings with him or her. 

Twelfth, That the committee of correspondence 
in the respective colonies, do frequently inspect 
the entries of their custom-houses, and inform each 
other, from time to time, of the true state thereof, 
and of every material circumstance that may occur 
relative to this association. 

Thirteenth, That all the manufactures of this 
country be sold at reasonable prices, so that no un- 
due advantage be taken of a future scarcity of 
goods. 

Fourteenth, And we do further agree and re- 
solve, that we will have no trade, commerce, deal- 
ings or intercourse whatsoever, with any colony or 
province in North America, which shall not accede 
to, or which shall hereafter violate this association, 
but will hold them unworthy of the rights of free- 
men, and as inimical to the liberties of their coun- 
try. 

And we do solemnly bind ourselves and our con- 
/ stituents, tinder the ties aforesaid, to adhere to this 
associatiofi, until such parts of the several acts of 
parliament, passed since the close of the lust war, 
as impose or continue duties on tea, wine, molasses, 
syrups, paneles, coffee, sugar, pimento, indigo, fo- 
reign paper, glass, and painter’s colors, imported 
into America, and extend the powers of the admi- 
ralty courts beyond their ancient limits; deprive 
the American subject of trial by jury; authorise 
the judge’s certificate to indemnify the prosecutor 


from damages, that he might otherwise be liable to 
from a trial by his peers; require oppressive secu- 
rity from a claimant of ships or goods seized, be- 
fore he shall be allowed to defend liis property, are 
repealed. And until that part of the act of the 
12 G. 3, ch. 24, entitled "an act for the better se- 
curing his majesty’s dock yards, magazines, ships; 
ammunition, and stores,” by which any persons 
charged with committing any of the offences there- 
in described, in America, may be tried in any .shire, 
or county, within the realm, is repealed; and until 
the four acts,passed at the last session of parliament, 
viz. that for stopping the port and blocking up the 
harbor of Boston; that for altering the charter and 
government of the Massachusetts-bay; and that 
which is entitled "an act for the better administra- 
tion of justice, &c.** and that "for extending the 
limits of Quebec, fcc,” are repealed. And we re- 
commend to the provincial conventions, and to the 
committees in the respective colonies, to establish 
such farther regulations as they may think proper 
for earn ing into execution this association. 

The foregoing association being determined up- 
on by the Congress, was ordered to be subscribed 
by the several members thereof; and, thereupon, 
have hereunto set our respective names accord- 
ingly. 

In Congress , Philadelphia^ October 24, 1774. 

[Signed] PEYTON RANDOLPH, President, 

JVevf-Hamptthi re. 

John Sullivan, Nathaniel Folsom. 

Massachusetts- Bay. 

Thomas Cushing, John Adams, 

Samuel Adams, Robert Treat Paine. 

Rhode-Jsland. 

Stephen Hopkins, Samuel Ward. 

Connecticut. 

Eliphalet Dyer, Silas Deane. 

Roger Sherman. 

New- York. 

Tsaac Low, William Floyd, 

John Alsop, Henr) Wisner, 

John Jay, 8. Boerum, 

James Duane, Philip Livingston . 

New- Jersey. 

James Kinsey, Richard Smith, 

William Livingston, John De Hart. 

Stephen Crane, 

Pennsylvania. 

Joseph Galloway, Edward Biddle, 

John Dickinson, John Morton, 

Charles Humphreys, George Ross. 

Thomas Mifflin, 

New* Castle, Uc. 

Caesar Rodney, George Read. 

Thomas McKean, 

Maryland . 

Matthew Tilghman, William Paca, 

Thomas Johnson, Samuel Chase. 

Virginia. 

Richard Henry Lee, Richard Bland, 

George Washington, Benjamin Harrison, 

P. Henry, 'tfun. Edmund Pendleton. 

North Carolina. 

William Hooper, R. Caswell. 

Joseph Hewes, 

South Carolina . 

Henry Middleton, John Rutledge, 

Thomas Lynch, Edward Rutledge. 

Christopher Gadsden, 
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itevohitionary Pensioners. 

WAM U1P&STMENT, 

Pension office. May 11 /A, 1820. 

In all original applications hereafter to be made 
for the purpose of obtaining pensions, under the 
act of congress providing for certain persons who 
se rved in the land and naval service of the United 
States during the revolutionary war, passed the 
18' h March, 1818, and the act supplementary 
thereto, passed on the 1st May, 1820, the following 
form must be observed: 

District oj ss. 

On this day of .182-, personally appear- 

ed in open court* [being a court of recortlf for the 
district, circuit, county or corporation, as the case 

may be] , aged years, who, being first duly 

sworn according to law doth, on his oath, make the 
following declaration, in order to obtain the provi- 
sion made by the acts of congress of the 1 8th March, 

1818, and the 1st May, 1820, that he the said 

enlisted for the term of - on the day of 

— , in the year , in the state of , in the 

company commaded by captain , in the regi- 
ment commanded by colonel , in the line of 

the state of , on the continental establish- 

ment: that he continued to serve in the said corps 

until , when he was discharged from the said 

service in , in the state of . [If the dcch- 

rant shall have served under more engagements 
than one, he should se t forth the company, regi 
ment, ar.d line, or ship, vessel, or corps, in v/lrich 
he may have served, as also the time of entering, 
and the time and manner of leaving each service.] 

* hat he was in the battles of , and that he 

has no other evidences now in his power, of his 

said services, except . 

And in pursuance of the act of the 1st May, 1820, 
1 do solemnly swear or affirm, (as the case may be) 
that 1 was a resident citizen of the United States, 
on the 18th day of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighteen; and that I have not, since that 
time, by gift, sale, or in sny manner, disposed of my 
property^ or any part thereof, with intent thereby 
so to diminish it as to bring myself within the pro- 
visions of an act of congress, entitled, ««An act to 
provide for certain persons engaged in the land and 
naval service of the United States, in the revolu- 


•The whole of the form prescribed in the first 
section, to verify the amount of property of the ap- 
plicant, the oath of the party, and the certificate 
of the clerk excepted, must be done while the 
court is in session. 

# are courts of record, within the contempts- 
tion of the act of congress, I 

1st. Which are expressly made courts of record 
by the laws of the state which create them; 

2d. Which have been solemnly adjudged by the 
tribunals of the several states to be courts of re- 
cord; 

3d. Which proceed according to the course of 
the common law, with m jurisdiction unlimited in 
point of amount, keeping a record of their pro- 
•eedings; 

4th. Which have the power of fine and imprison- 
ment; 

And courts which proceed according to th** 
course of the civil and canon law, having neither 
of those attributes, are not courts of record, al 
though they may keep a registry of their proneed- 
ings, and possess h seal. The court should, in every 
instance, state on the face of the proceedings, that 
it is a court of record, and state why it is such. 


tionary war,” passed on the 18th day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and eighteen; and that I 
have not, nor has any pewon in trust fur me, any pro- 
perty or securities, contracts, or debt due to me; 
nor have I any income other than what is contain- 
ed in the schedule hereto annexed, and by me 
subscribed. 

[ Here enumerate etch article of real and person- 
al estate, necessary clothing and bedding exce pted, 
and subscribe the same The declarant must also 
mention his occupation, his ability to pursue it, the 
number and nanu s of his family residing with him, 
their ages and their capacity to contribute to their 
support, in order that the department may be ena- 
bled to decide whether the applicant is in such in- 
digent circumstances? as to be entitled to the pen- 
sion.] 

Sworn to and declared on the } 

day of , before 5 

I> * clerk. of ■, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing oath (or affirmation) and the schedule 
thereto annexed, are truly copied from the records 
of the said court: and I do further certify, that it is 
the opinion of the said court, that the total amount 
in value of the property exhibited in the aforesaid 

schedule, is dollars and cents. In testimony 

whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the seal of the said court, on this day — — 

182 t 

Clerk of the court for the cd . 

In all cases where the applicant is on the pension 
roll, or declarations have been made in conformity 
to the act of the 18th March, 1818, and the regula- 
tions of the war department, prior to the 1st May, 
1820, the subjoined blank form is prescribed for 
such persons as may consider themselves entitled 
to pensions, under the restrictions of the act of the 
1st of May, 1820 
District of . i , ss. 

On this day of , 182 , personally appear- 

ed, in open court,* being a court of record f for the 
said district, [circuit, county, or corporation, as the 

case may be,] — — , aged years, resident in 

, in said district, [circuit, county, or corpora- 
tion,] who, first being duly sworn according to 
law, doth, on his oath, declare that he served in 
the revolutionary war as follows : [here set forth 
the regiment, company, and line, or ship, corps, or 
vessel, and the date of the original declaration; 
and, if he has received a pension, the number of 
the pension certificate should be inserted.] And 
I do solemly 9wear, (or affirm, as the case may be,) 
that 1 was a resident citizen of the United States 
on the 18t1i day of March, 1818, and that ] have 
not since that time, by gift, sale, or in any manner, 
disposed of my propeit), or any part thereof with 
intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself 
within the provisions of an act of congress, entitled 
“An act to provide for certain persons engaged in 
the land and naval service of the United States, in 
the revolutionary war,” passed on the 18th day of 
March, 1818, and that 1 have not, nor has any per- 
son in trust for me, any property or securities, con- 
tracts, or debts, due to me; nor have I any income 
other than what is contained in the schedule here- 
to annexed, and by me subscribed. 

tTlie words of the £d section of the act of the 1st 
of May, 1820, «*ia such indigent circumstances as to 
be unable to support himself without the assistance 
of his country, comprehend those only who are 
incapable of supporting themi>elves without the 
aid of the government, except by private or public 
charity . «-*. Opinion of the attorney general of the U..S, 
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[Here enumerate each article of real and per- 
sonal estate, necessary clothing 1 and bedding ex- 
cepted, and subscribe the same.] 

The declarant must also mention his occupation, 
his ability to pursue it, the number and names of 
his family residing with him, their ages and their 
capacity to contribute to their support, in order 
that the department may be enabled to decide 
whether the applicant is in such indigent circum* 
stances* as to be entitled to the pension. 

Sworn to and declared on the day ol 

before 

l, , clerk of , do hereby certify that the 

foregoing oath (or affirmation) and the schedule 
thereto annexed, are truly copied from the records 
of the sard court; and I further certify that it is the 
opinion of the said court that the total amount in 
value of the property exhibited in the aforesaid 

schedule, is dollars and cents. In testi- 

juonv whereof l have hereunto set my hand, and af- 

fixed the seal of the said court, on this day of 

, 132 . 


Clerk of the court for the- 


• of • 


Commercial Statistics. 

A friend in congress has politely furnished us with 
the following interesting statements, derived from 
official documents: 

Statement of the value of goods, wares, &c. import- 

ed into the United States, commencing on the 1st 
day of October, 1814, and ending on the 30lli day 

September, 1818: 


YEARS. 

AMERICAN. 

FOREIGN. 

' 

American in 
foreigntrade. 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1,115,035 
1,341,62 3 
1,311,644 
1,418,652 

216,277 

259,017 

212,447 

161,414 

700,0:55 

865,723 

779,928 

755,101 


1 

TEARS 

AD VALOREM. 

SPECIFIC. 

TOTAL. 

1815 

1316 

1817 

1818 

52,073,124 

100,201,597 

45,204,507' 

62,326,588 

31,006,949 

54,945,202 

54,053,866 

59,505,578 

83,080,073 

155,146,799 

99,258,373 

121,832,166 

259,805,816 

199,511,595 

459,317,411 

Statement of the value of goods, w'arcs, &c. export- 
ed from the United States, commencing on the 
1st clay of October, 1814, and ending on the 30th 
clay of September, 1818: 

IV.ARS. 

DOMESTIC 

FOREIGN. 

TOTAL. 

1815 

1816 
1817 
lolS 

45,974,403 

64,781,896 

68,313,500 

73,854,437 

6,583,350 

17,138,556 

19,358,069 

19,426.696 

52 ,557,753 
81,920,452 
87,671,569 
93,281,133 

252,924,236 

62,506,671 

315,430,907 

1819 

50,976,838 

19,165.683 

70,142,521 

Statement of the gross amount of duties on mer- 
chandize and tonnage, which accrued during the 
years 1815, 1816, 1817, and 1818: 

! YEARS. 

' 

DUTIES ON 

MERCHANDISE. 

DUTIES ON 

TONNAGE. 

1815 : : 

1816 t 4 

1817 : : 

| 1818 ? : 

37,831,146 

32,716,814 

21,981,487 

25.835.684 

614,026 
461,076 
323,495 
248, 3 ’ 


Statement of the quantity of tonnage entered into 
the ports of the United States during the years 
1815, 1816, 1817, and 1818: 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Total amount of goods imported into the U. States, 
from the 10th of October, 1814, to the 10th of 
September, 1818, £459,317,411 

Amount of imports beyond the Cape 

of Good Hope .... 53, 06 1,9 j2 

Imports, west of the Cape of GoodHope 406,255,479 

To ascertain the real value — deduct 20 per cent, 
on the good* imported from beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope, and 10 per cent, on those received from 
other parts, and the amounts will stand thus — 
Value of imports from beyond the Cape 

of Good Hope ... 44,218,27666 

- all other - 369,323,162 74 

413,541,439 40 

Total amount of exports 315,430,907 00 

Apparent balance against us in ^ i08.H0 531 40 
four years 5 * 

Statement of the amount of the 3$ per cent, retain- 
ed on drawback, fiom the 1st Jan. 1802, to 31st 
Dec. 1818— 17 years, $2,314,877 76 

Greatest amounts in 1804, 5, 6, and 7* rising from 
245,096, in 1804, to 368,275, in 1807; in 1808, only 
9,145; in X3JL4, (war) only 942} U» 1817, 109 # UO* 
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But the amount retained was reduced to 2A per 
cent, by act of the 27th of April, 1816. 

BONDS FOR DUTIES 
Treasury department , 2 3d February, 1820. 

Sm: In obedience to a resolution of the senate 
of the 12th February, 1819, directing that “the 
secretary of the treasury lay before the senate, as 
early in the next session as practicable, an ab- 
stract of all bends for duties on merchandize im- 
ported into the United States, which shall have be- 
come payable, and remain unpaid on the 30th day 
k ^ e P lem ^ er next, exhibiting in such abstract 
the date of each bond and the time when it became 
payable, its amount, names of the obligors, distin- 
guishing principals from sureties, and the district 
pf customs in which taken, together with such 
information as will show how much or what parts 
of such bonds are irrecoverable and lost to the 
United §tates,” 1 have the honor to submit state- 
ments A, B, C, and D, and a letter from the register 
of the treasury, presenting the general results of 
statements A and D. From the Tatter statement it 
appears, that the amount of revenue which has ac- 
crued from the customs from the commencement of 
ioto P ? esent f> ovcrnm ent to the end of the year 
1819, is estimated at 8351,329,799 53 From state- 
merit A it appears, that the amount of revenue lost 
hy the insolvency of persons who became bound 
for the payment of duties, is estimated at gl,Q37,- 
64 cents, and that which is doubtful, at the sum 
ot 8540,969 20 These sum 9 together are not 
<juite equal to forty-five hundreths of one per cent 
upon the aggregate revenue which has accrued 
since the organization of the present govern- 
ment. Statement B shows the amount which is 
estimated to have been lost to the government by 
the misconduct of officers employed in the collec- 
tion of the revenue arising from imports and ton- 
nage. Statement C exhibits the amount of loss 
from the collectors of the internal revenue and di- 
rect tax, ^nd receivers pf public moneys. These 
sums form an aggregate amount nearly equal to 
Uiat which is exhibited in statement A. Documents 
from 1 to 71, inclusive, contain abstracts of the 
bonds putin suit ip the several collection districts 
of the United States. 

It was intended to have presented a statement of 
the sums which are estimated to have been lost 
by the misapplication of the public money by the 
officers of government employed i« disbursing it; 
but it has been ascertained that the statement 2an- 
»ot be prepared during the present session of con- 
gress. There can, however, be no doubt, that the 
Josses anain g from this source greatly exceed those 
which have been incurred in the collection. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient ser- 
V2n l> . , WILLIAM H CRAWFORD. 

Jo the hon. the president of the senate. 

STATEMENT B. — [ABSTRACT.] 

Balances remaining on the books of the revenue, 
which appear to have been due more than three 
years prior to the 1st Jan. 1820; 

Aggregate from collector* of the cut - 
fjfl* . . . r - „ . 81,159,727 00 

ad tot he !f° k,n S overth e remarks attach- 

tVo! . ^ d ff efc " t ltem8 ’ appear probable 

*hlltm 8l< l Crabe paPt> perha P* one fourth of the 
whole, may be recovered.] 

STATEMENT C —[ABSTRACT.] 

Balances due from supervisors and collectors of the 
old internal rerenue and old direct tax of two mil- 


lions— rendered in pursuance of a resolve of the 
senate of the U. 8. of the 12ih Feb. 1819: 
Aggregate on account of internal re- 
venue _ g 132,554 21 

— — Old direct tax 58,545 07 

191 099 2t> 

Balance due from receivers of public monev, on ac- 
count of sales of public lands, who are out of of- 
nce, and which have remained on the books for 
more than three j’cars: 

rn .1 *****«"• 5592,350 09 

[Un the preceding many partial payments hauc 
been made, and others are suspended for want of 
vouchers, &c. or in dispute.] 

STATEMENT D. 

A statement, shewing the nett amount of revenue which 
has accrued from customs, from the commencement of 
the present government to the 31*/ December 1818 - 
also, the estimated amount of the same, from the lit 
January, IW, to Me 31*/ December, following • 


TEARS. 


From the conmmencement 
present government to 3 
cember, 

From 1st Jan. to 3 1st Dec. 


Estimated amount 


of the 
1st De- 

1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 
1796| 
1797 
1798! 
17991 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804| 
1805 
1806| 
1807 
1808[ 
1809| 
1810! 
181] 
1812 
181 
1814] 
1815 
1816] 
1817 
1818] 
1819 


amount. 


i 

6,534,263 84 1 
4,615,559 36 
6,073,512 59 
6,683,313 86 
7,959,409 70t 
7,568,120 94 
8,258,111 45 
6,192,447 22) 
9,035,348 1 
9,351,346 96 
13,362.702 40, 
8,327,260 3 
11,322,427 39 
14,996,965 3! 
14,979,880 49 
16,015,317 
16,492,889 7 
7,176,985 14 
7,177,190 52 { 
12,756,831 25 
7,860,736 95 
13,036.573 46 
6,532,312 14 
4,363,842 7 
37,656,407 28 
28,586 330 33 
17,788,103 61 
22,075,610 82, 
18,750,000 00 


dollat»s|J5 1,329.799 55 


treasure department. 

Register’s office, 16M February, 1820, 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


treasury department, 
Registers office, 16/A February , 1820. 

taZnf bc *® leav ? to lrans mit to the secre- 
tary of the treasury, a -schedule of bonds, fordutie* 
Mi iMtdundM imported into the United States. 

30th q b *?* m K P “ y .‘*i > . n’^ nd remained unpaid on the 
1819, P re P ared in obedience to 
j®??. ofthe »enate of the United States, nas- - 
sedthe 12th February, 1819. P 

The total amount of bonds in the sc- 
veral districts, on the 30th Septem- 
ber, 1819, 82,980,443 67 
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from which deduct de- 
benturcs contingent 
on payment of bonds 
Partial payments 


Leaves 

Whereof recoverable 
Doubtful 

Supposed to be lost 


38,410 72 
217,513 44 

255,924 16 


g2, 724, 519 60 
1,146,194 76 
540,969 20 
1,037,355 64 


As above g2, 724, 519 60 

Connected therewith are the original abstracts 
with the collector’s remarks, No. 1, to 71, herewith 
transmitted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

^ Honorable William H. Crawford, 

Secretary oj the treasury 

[Here follows two ponderous volumes of tables, 
Containing abstracts of bonds taken for duties on 
‘merchandise imported into the several districts, 
since the commencement of the present govern- 
ment, which had became payable and remained un- 
paid on the 30th Sept. 1819— of no general utility 
to publ.sh, even if we had room forthem. \llthat 
is important respecting them, is stated in the pre- 
ceding letter of the register of the treasury.] 

CONGRESS. 

IN SENATE. 

May 11. The resolution of the house of repre- 
sentatives, for suspending the operation of the act 
Of this session, to amend the revolutionary pension 
law,' so far as not to interfere with the payment of 
the half year’s pension which would be payable in 
September next, was indefinitely postponed, or re- 
jected, *.y the following vote : 

For postponement — Messrs. Barbour, Brbwn,' Ea- 
ton, Edwards, Gadlard, Horsey, Johnson, of Lou. j 
King of Alab. Lt ake, Macon, Noble, Pleasants, 
Roberts, Haggles, Smith, Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, 
Trimble, Walker, of Alab. Williams, of Miss. Wil- 
- liams, of Ten. — 22. 

A gainst postponement — Messrs. Burrill, Dana, 
Dickerson, Hunter, King, of N. Y. Lanman, Low- 
i ie, Mellen, Morril, Palmer, Parrott, Sanford, lich- 
enor — 13. 

May 12. The senate took up, on motion of Mr. 
Pleasants, the bill from the other house “to prevent 
the commanders and other officers in the naval 
service of the United States, from accepting of any 
present or emolument of any kind whatever, from 
any king, prince, or foreign state, and for other 
purposes,” and having undergone a good deal of 
discussion and some amendment, it was recommit- 
ted, on motion of Mr. Walker of Alab. with instruc- 
tions so to modify its provisions as to make their 
application general. 

The following message was received from the 
president of the United States, by Mr. Daniel 
Rrcnt, of the department of state : 

To the senate and house oj representatives of the 
United States . 

I communicate to congress translations of letters 
from the minister of Spain to the secretary of state, 
received since my message of the 9th instant. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, V2thMay, 1820. 

The message and letters were read and ordered 
.to be printed. [See preceding number of the Re- 
01 stir, page 222.] 

A message was received at the same time from 


the president of the United States, transmitting a 
report from the secretary of state, together with 
the returns of causes depending in the courts of the 
United States, collected conformably to a resolu- 
tion of the senate of the 18th of January, 1819, 
which was read, and, with the documents, ordered 
to be printed. 

The three bills yesterday ordered to a third 
reading, were severally re,ad the third time, passed, 
and sent to the other house. 

After acting on some minor business, the senate 
again went into the consideration of executive bu- 
siness, and so remained until 

They adjourned. 

May 13. The senate proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the amendments of the house of represen- 
tatives to the bill “to continue in force the act to 
protect the commerce of the United Stales, and 
to punish the crime of piracy, and also to make 
further provision for punishing the crime of piracy. 

The amendments (which were reported m the 
other house, by Mr. Mercer, from the committee 
on the slave trade,) are as follows : 

After the third section of the hill insert the fol- 
lowing sections : 

And be it J nr t her enacted, That if any citizen of 
the United States, being of the crew o. ship’s com- 
pant of any foreign ship or vessel engaged in the 
slave trade, or any person- whatever, being of the 
crew or ship's company of any ship or vess 1 own* 
ed in whole or in pan, or navigated for, or in be- 
half of, an) citizen or citizens of the United States, 
shall land from any such ship or vessel, and, on any 
foreign shore, seize any negro or mulatto, not 
held to service or labor by the laws of cither of ihe 
states or territories of the United States, with in- 
tent to make such negro or mulatto a slave, or shall 
decoy or forcibly bring or carry, or shall receive 
such negro or mulatto on board any such ship or 
vessel, with intent as aforesaid, such citizen or per- 
son shall be adjudged a pirate, and, on conviction 
thereof before the circuit court of the United states 
for the district w*herein lie may be brought or found, 
shall suffer death. 

And be it further enacted. That if any citizen of the 
United States, being of the crew or ship's compa- 
ny of any foreign ship or vessel engaged in the 
slave trade, or any person whatever, being of the 
crew or ship's company of any ship or vessel own- 
ed wholly or in part, or navigated lor, or in behalf 
I of, any citizen or citizens of the United states, 

| shall forcibly confine or detain, or aid and abet in 
forcibly confining or detaining, on board such ship 
or vessel, any negro or mulatto not held to service 
by the laws of either of the states or territories of 
the United 9tates, with intent to make such negro 
or mulatto a slave, or, shall, on board of any such 
ship or vessel, offer or attempt to sell, as a slave, 
any negro or mulatto, not held to service as afore- 
I said, or shall, on the high seas, or any where on tide 
| water, transfer or deliver over to any other ship 
or vessel, any negro or mulatto, not held to service, 
as aforesaid, with intent to make such negro or mu- 
latto a slave, or shall land or deliver on shore, from 
on board any sach ship or vessel, any such negro 
or mulatto with intent to make sale of, or having 
previously sold, such negro or mulatto as a slave, 
such citizen or person shall be adjudged a pirate, 
and, on conviction thereof before the circuit court 
of the United States for the district wherein he 
shall be brought or found, shall suffer death. 

After some discussion, rather on the form than 
the substance of these amendments, they were 
agreed to, w ithout a division. 
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May 1 5. Mr. Sanford, from the committee on 
finance, to which had been referred the bill from 
the other house, authorizing the president of the 
United States to accept a loan of three millions, 
reported the tame with amendments, proposing, 
in substance, to borrow the whole five millions, in- 
stead of, as the bill provided, borrowing three mil- 
lions, and making up the remaining two from the 
sinking fund, and also striking out the provision 
authorizing a subscription of certain of the; Mis- 
sissippi stock to the loan. 

These amendments Mr. Sanford explained and 
supported, and they were agreed to by the senate. 

They were subsequently returned from the other 
house disagreed to in part, with a request for a 
conference. The conference was agreed to by the 
senate, after insisting on their amendments, and 
Messrs. Sanford , Macon, and Eaton, appointed ma- 
nagers They soon after reported the agreement 
recommended by the committee of conference, 
which recommendation was adopted by the senate; 
and the proceeding resulted in reducing the amount 
of the loan to three millions only, leaving the sink- 
ing fund to be untouched, (on the ground that con- 
gress would be in session early enough next ses 
sion to provide the remaining two millions,) and ex- 
punging the section which authorizes Mississippi 
stock (now due*and payable) to be subscribed to 
the loan. 

Mr. Lo-wrie moved the adoption of the following 
resolution, which, after some explanation by the 
mover, and some discussion, was agreed to : 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
cause to be laid before the senate, at their next 
session, a statement of the number of militia from 
each state, that were called into the public service 
by order of the president of the United States, 
during the late war; of the number furnished by 
each state, the number recognized by the U. States, 
from each state, and the period of their service; of 
the amount of tines imposed for neglect of duty, dis- 
tinguishing the number of persons on whom tines 
have been imposed, the sums collected by the re- 
spective marshals, the sums paid by them respec- 
tively into the treasury of the United States, the 
expenses of the courts-martialin the several states, 
and the number and amount of figes so imposed 
that have been remitted, within the states respec- 
tively. 

The senate took up the resolution from the other 
house, requesting the president to enter into nego- 
ciations for the entire abolition of the slave trade; 
on which resolution some discussion took place, 
not from any opposition to the object intended to 
be effected, but as to the mode; after which the re- 
solution was put on its third reading, and, being 
objected to, it was lost, as, uhder the rules of the 
senate, it requires a unanimous consent to give a 
bill or joint resolution two readings in one day. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
amendments of the other bouse to the bill to make 
further provision for the relief of sick and disabled 
seamen; when, on motion of Mr. Pleasants, the bill 
was postponed to the next session. 

Many bills were engrossed and passed, which are 
inserted in the list of acts, see page 234. 

BOUSE Or REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, May 1 1. The house agreed to recede 
from its amendments to the bill from the senate to 
incorporate the city of Washington, 8tc. 

The bill as amended by the house, and returned 
by thc.senate with their dissent to said amend- 


ment, respecting the clothing of the army of th£ 
U. was laid on the table. 

Friday, May 12. The “act granting to the state 
of Ohio the right of pre-emption to certain quarter 
sections of land,” reported without amendment, 
was ordered to be read a third time tp-morrow. 

The bill from the senate respecting E. and W. 
Winter was laid on the table. 

Mr. Cocke, from the committee on military affairs, 
made the following report: 

The committee on military affairs, to whom was 
referred the report of the secretary of war contain- 
ing the proceedings of the court martial on the trial 
of William King, colonel of the fourth regiment 
of United States infantry, have had the same under 
consideration, and submit to the house the follow- 
ing resolution: 

“ Resolved , That the president of the United 
States be requested to strike from the rolls of the 
army the said William King, colonel of the fourth 
regiment of United States* infantry.” 

The report lies on the table 

Several of the standing committees were dis- 
charged from the consideration of all matters on 
which they have not already reported and the com- 
mittee of the whole from the consideration of seve- 
ral bills. The following resolution, after debate, 
was ordered to a third reading — 

Resolved, by the senate and home of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled. 
That the president be requested to consult and ne- 
gociatt with all the governments, where ministers 
of the United States are, or ahall be accredited, on 
the means of affecting an entire and immediate 
abolition of the African slave trade. 

The bill from the senate, “to continue in force 
an act to protect the commerce of the U S. and 
punish the crime of piracy, &c. was passed and 
sent to the senate for concurrence in the amend- 
ment 

The loan bill was next confvidered — after some 
remarks, and sundry motions about it, it was order- 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill respecting the enlistment of seamen for 
the navy of the United States, was then taken up, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill from the senate, providing for the relief 
of sick and disabled seamen, passed through a com- 
mittee of the whole, and being amended, was or- 
dered to be engrossed fora third reading. 

The bill from the senate, authorising the building 
of certain small vessels of war, passed through a 
committee of the whole, after being amended so 
as to reduce the number from seven to Jive. 

[The object of these vessels is to protect the re- 
venue, and pursue pirates, &c. in the waters of our 
southern coast, which are too shallow to be navigat- 
ed by the vessels now in service.] 

After some opposition, the bill was ordered to a 
third reading, 78 to 37, end subsequently passed. 

The bill from the senate, supplementary to the 
bill commonly called the navigation law, passed 
through a committee of the whole, where it was de- 
cidedly supported by Mr JVtnctou, Mr Clay, and 
Mr. Foot. Ordered to a third reading 94 to 25, read 
a third time, passed, and sent to the senate. 

The bill from the senate, “to limit the term of 
office of certain officers therein named, and for 
other purposes ** passed through a committee of 
the whol , and was ordered to a third reading; and 
was read a third time, passed, and returned to the 
senate. 

And then the house adjourned to meet again at. 
7 o’clock this evening. 
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Evening titling , 

The bill to amend the act for tjie reservation of 
timber lands for naval purposes; 

t he bill to continue in force the act to provide 
for persons disabled by known wounds in the revo- 
lutionary war; 

he bill to provide for repairing the general post 
office building; and 

several other bills, which shall be hereafter no- 
ticed, passed through committees of the whole, and 
were ordered to be engrossed for a thin! reading* 

1 he bill designating the ports at which only fo- 
reign armed vessels shall be permitted toentcr, was 
among those ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. Many private bills were variously acted 
Upon. 

* at unijay, May 13. Mr. Smith, ufl'Jorth Carolina, 
from ihu committee of accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the report of the speaker, ami Ins account, with 
the vouchers in support thereof, respecting the 
expenditure for furnishing the hall and offices Qf 
the house of representatives, made a report, which 
was read, and the resolution appended thereto was 
agreed to as follows: 

Resolved* That the house doth approve of the 
said expenditure, amounting to the sum of twenty 
four thousand nine hundred and seven dollars thir- 
ty seven and a half cents, and that it be certified 
to the treasury accordingly. 

Mr. Stovrt , from the committee on roads and ca- 
Tials, to which was referred the bill from the senate, 
entitled “an act for v the appointment of commis- 
sion* rsfo lay out a canal in the state of Ohio,” re- 
ported the same without amendment; and it was re- 
ferred to the committee of the whole, to which is 
committed the bill providing for the preservation 
and repair of the Cumberland road. 

The bdl from the senate, granting to the state qf 
Ohio the right of pre-emption to certain quarter 
lections of lands; the bill from the senute for the 
Relief of the inhabitants of the village of Poria, in 
the state of Illinois, were severally read a third lime, 
passed and returned to the senate. 

' he bill from the senate to provide relief for sick 
and disabled seamen, was read a third time as 
amended, and passed. [ I he bill, as it stands, con- 
tains provisions for the erection of a hospital at 
New Orleans, and of another in Savannah.] 

The engrossed bill to authorise the president of 
the United States to borrow three millions of dol- 
lars, was |*ead a' third time: and, on the question 
“shall the bill pass?” The question was decided as 
follows: 

YEAS.— Metara. Alexander. Allen, of N. Y. Allen, of Ten. An- 
derson, Archer, of Ml. Archer, of V*. Balt Bateman, Beecher. 
JJmrartf, Brush, Bryan, Rulfum. BiiiI-t, ot'N- H, Butler, of L»o. 
Cat* . Ciagertf, C»ok, Culhreth, Cuihman/Cuthbert, Dennison, 
Z>ow*r Ecfily. Edwards, oft'on. Floyd Foiger, Foot, Forrest, Fuller- 
ton, Gros*,ol‘Fi-n . Hiea»er, Hill, Johnson, Jones, of Va. Junes, of 
Ten. Kinsley, Little, Lowndes, McCUy. McCreary, Meigs, S. 
Xoorr, Mutiny, Neal-, Nelson, of Mass. Nelson, of Va. Newton, 
barker, of Mass. Patterson. Phelps, Phil son, Pinckney, Pitcher, 
Rankin, Rh*-*, Rich, Rogers, Sampson, Sergeant. SUsbcc, Smith, 
of N. J. Smith, of N. C. Street, Strong of N. Y. Tarr, Taylor, 
Tomlinriii, Tompkins, Trimble, Van Reussclaer, Wallace, Wen- 
doi>r, Williams, of Va Wood.— 7S 

NAYS.— M»*srs. Baldwin, Boden. Burton. Burwelt, Campbell, 
Cannon, Cobb, CocK* 1 * Crafts Culpepper, Edfrardt, of P. n. Rd-; 
tvards ofN C, Hendricks, H^tetfer. K-ndall, Kinsey.Linn, liver* ] 
shore, McCoy, Metcalf, Plumer, Russ, Sloan, Southard, Stores, 
Strong, of yt. Tueker, of S. C. Walker* Williams, of N. C.— SO. 

So the bill was passed and sent to the senate for 
concurrence. 

The bills which were, in the session of last even- 
ing, ordered to be engrossed for a third reiuling, 
were read a third time, passed and sent to the se 
pate for concurrence. 

The bill providing for the expense of surveying 
^he coast of North Carolina, was ordered to be en- 


grossed for a third reading, and afterwards passed* 
as was also the bill so continue in force the “act %q 
provide for the reports of decisions of the supreme 
court.” 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, on the bill to impose a new tonnage duty on 
French ships and vessels. 

The first section of this bill provide that, in lieu 
ot the tonnage duty now paid on French ships or 
vessels, there shall be paid a duty of eighteen 
dollars per ton, on all French ships or vessels 
which shall be entered in the United States, 
any act to the contrary notwithstanding: PiwidetL 
however. That nothing contained in this act slydl 
be so construed as to prevent the extension of the 
provisions of the act, entitled “An act to repeal so 
much of the several acts imposing duties on the ton- 
nage of ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, and 
merchandize, imported into the United States, ag 
imposes a discriminating duty on tonnage between 
foreign vessels and vessels of the United States, 
and between the goods imported into the United 
States in foreign vessels, and vessels ot the United 
States,” to French 9hips and vessels, and the goods 
imjfiirted therein, whenever the government of 
France shall accede to*the provisions of the act 
above referred to. 

Sec . 2. That the tonnage duty, laid and directed 
to be paid by this act, shall be collected and paid 
according to the provisions of the act, entitled “An 
aetdo regulate the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage,” passed the second day of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine. 

Sec . 3. That this act shall commence, and be in 
force, from and after the first day of July, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty. 

Mr Newton, the chairman of the committee of 
commerce, gave a brief exposition of the causes 
which rendered expedient the passage of this bill. 
The document laid before congress on the subject, 
he said, shewed that all attempts at negociation on 
it had failed. The policy of the United States had 
been just and liberal: we had offered every thing that 
could be offered, on terms of reciprocity, to induce. 
France to abandon her policy, so injurious to our 
commercial and navigating interest. We had offer- 
ed her the same terms as had been accepted by 
Russia, by the Netherlands, by the Hanseatic cities; 
but we had offered it in vain. 

He was very sorry, he said, that it became hit 
duty now to advocate a policy, which, of all others* 
was most abhorrent to jiis mind — that of restrictions 
on commerce, ffe was jiappy that our government 
had shown to the nations of the world the example 
of placing commerce on the most liberal footing; 
but, as France had refused fo reciprocate that libe- 
rality, it has now become our imperious duty to 
come back, in regard to France, to thq policy which 
she herself pursues. In consequence of her illi- 
berality in this respect, we are compelled to resort 
to the measure now under consideration. She is 
now in possession of a positive advantage over us, 
by her regulations. Will she voluntarily give it up? 
It has been already shewn that she will not; and the 
will continue to refuse to give it up, until she finds 
that by persisting in it she has subjected her own 
commerce to inconvenience. In order, therefore, 
to enable the president of the United States, be- 
tween this time and the next session of congress, 
to negociate with the French government to some 
effect, it was necessary to pass this bill. There is 
in the hill a provision that, if the French govern- 
ment feels disposed to enlarge its policy in regard 
, to us, all restrictions on her commerce in our ports 
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will be done away, and her vessels will be placed 
on the same footing 1 in the ports of the United 
States as those of Great Britain now are. . If we do 
not resort to this measure, the door of negociation 
will remain, as it no* is, shut in our face. These 
considerations being taken into view, he hoped the 
committee would see the necessity of passing this 
bill. 

Without further debate, the committee rose and 
reported the bill, and it was ordered to be engtoss- 
ed for a third reading; and was subsequently read 
a third time, passed, and sent to the senate for con- 
currence. 

The bill to confirm claims to land in the state of 
Illinois, passed through the usual forms, was read a 
third time, passed, and sent to the senate for con- 
currence. 

The bill “to authorize the appointment of com- 
missioners to lay out the road therein mentioned,” 
(from Wheeling, where the Cumberland ioad now 
ends, to the east bank of the Mississippi,) passed 
through a committee of the whole and was ordered 
Jo be engrossed for a third reading, by yeas and 
nays, 74 to 35; and the bill was read a third time, 
passed, and returned to the senate for concurrence 
in an amendment thereto made iu this house. 

On motion of Mr. Mewton, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to report to the house of representatives, 
at the next session of congress, what alterations or 
modifications, if any, are required in tlie several 
acts of congress fixing the fees and emoluments of 
the collectors of the customs, naval officers, and 
surveyors of the customs; and also a plan for com- 
pensating such officers according to the services 
respectively performed by them 

The bill making appropriations for carrying into 
effect the treaty lately concluded with the Chippe- 
wa nation of Indians, passed tliruugh a committee 
of the whole, and was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading on Monday next 

And the house adjourned to meet at nine o'clock 
on Monday 

Monday, May 15’ Soon after meeting this morn- 
ing, the house, on motion of Mr Sergeant, resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. JS/els.n in 
the chair, on the bill from the senate, in addition 
to the acts providing for the better organization of 
the treasury department 

[This bill, let it be understood, provides a sum- 
mary process for the recovery of monies belonging 
to the United States, in the hands of individuals, 
collectors, and other public agents, 5tc ] 

This bill gave rise to a debate, begun by Mr. Ed - 
•wards, of N C in opposition to the bill, which was 
supported by Mr Sergeant and others. 

After the debate, the bill was ordered to be read 
A third time; and subsequently read a third time, 
passed, by yeas and nays, 89 to 14, and returned to 
the senate for concurrence in the amendments. 

The bun kill was returned from the senate with 
amendments, the object of which was to increase 
the authority to borrow Jive millions instead of three , 
and to strike out what relates to the surplus of the 
sinking fund, and to the funding of the Mississippi 
stock. 

Mr. Smith, of Md who regarded the amendment 
as going to do covertly, what the bill proposed to do 
openly, moved that the house disagree to the amend- 
ments, and ask a conference with the senate on the 
disagreement. 

This was agreed to. The result of the conference, 
as agreed ta by both houses, was as heretofore 
stated. 


On motion of Mr. Sawyer , a resolution passed, re- 
questing the secretary of the treasury to report to 
congress, at their next session, such officers of the 
revenue as, on account of their inutility or from anv 
other cause, may be dispensed with. 

The house having got through the business be- 
fore it— 

Mr. Wavjield, of Md. rose and observed, that al- 
though it had been customary, whenever there ex- 
isted a disposition on the part of the house by an 
unanimous vote to express their unqualified appro- 
bation of the course pursued by the speaker, to 
delay the expression of that opinion until the ter- 
mination of the period for which lie was elected, 
yet he was induced on this occasion, to depart from 
that course, having distinctly understood that it was 
the intention of the speaker to decline the duties 
of the chair at the close of the present session. 
Any observations, said Mr. W. to enforce the jus- 
tice and propriety of unanimously adopting the re- 
solution would be altogetner superfluous. Every 
member of the house, in common with himself, had 
witnessed, during the present laborious and pro- 
tracted session, the dignity, ability and impartiality, 
with which the speaker had discharged the duties 
of his station; and he was persuaded there was not 
a member of that body to whom it would not afford 
the truest gratification to offer the small Tribute of 
respect and approbation intended to be expressed 
in the resolution then before them. Mr. W. thou 
submitted the following resolution, the question on 
which being put by the clerk, it was adopted una- 
nimously: 

Resolved, unanimously, by the house of representa- 
tives of the United States of Jhnerica, That the thanks 
of this house be given to the honorable Henry Clay, 
speaker thereof, for the dignity, ability and impar- 
tiality with which ho has discharged the duties of 
that station. 

The speaker then rose and addressed the house 
as follows; 

Gentlemen — The house of representatives has, on 
former occasions, honored me by a vote of its 
thanks. I then felt that the sole claim which ! had 
to a testimony of the public approbation so distin- 
guished, was the zeal with which I have ever sought 
to discharge the highly responsible duties of the 
chair; and I am now sensible that I am indebted to 
your belief of the continued exertion of that zeal 
for the fresh proof of your favorable sentiments 
tpwards me, in the resolution which you have just 
adopted. 

If, gentlemen, the traveller part9 with regret from 
| those agreeable acquaintances which he casually 
makes, as he journeys on his way, how much more 
painful must be the separation of those who have 
co-operated many months in the anxious endeatfa 
to advance the prosperity of a common country; 
who have been animated by mutual sympathies; 
and who have become endeared to each other by 
an interchange of all the friendly offices incident to 
the freest social intercourse? Addressing ^you, as I 
now do, probably the last time from this place, I 
confess I feel a degree of emotion which 1 am tit- 
tefly unable to express. I shall carry with me into 
that retirement, which is necessary to the perform- 
ance of indispensable private duties, a grateful 
recollection of all your kindnesses; of the respect- 
ful and affectionate consideration of me, which 
you have always evinced; of the generous, and al- 
most unlimited confidence which you have ever 
reposed in me; and of the tenderness with \vhich 
you have treated even my errors. Hut, interest-' 
ing as have been the relations in which I have 
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stood, for many ytars, to this house, I have yet 
higher motives for continuing to behold it with the 
deepest solicitude. ( shall regard it as the great 
depository of the most important powers of our ex- 
cell: nt constitution; as the watchful and faithful 
centinel of the freedom of the people; as the fair- 
est and truest image of their deliberate will and 
wishes; and asthat branch of the government where, 
if our beloved country shall unhappily be destined 
td add another to the long list of melancholy exam- 
ples of the loss of public liberty, we shall witness 
its last ftruggles and its expiring throes. 

Gentlemen, I beg you to carry with you my sh- 
eerest wishes for your individual happiness, and 
the prosperity of your respective families. 

Mr. Smith , of Md. and Mr. Van Rensselaer having 
been appointed to wait on the president, reported 
to the house that the president had no further com- 
munication to make; and 

The house adjourned to the second Monday in 
November. j 


List of Acts, 

Passed at the first session of the sixteenth congress. 

An act for the admission of the territory of Missouri 
into the union as an independent state, 
in addition to the act making appropriation 
for the support of the navy for the year 
1819. 

making a partial appropriation for the mili- 
tary service of the United States, for the 
year 1820. 

for the admission of Maine into the union, 
supplementary to the act, to fix the compen- 
sation of the clerks in the public offices, 
passed 12th April, 1818. 
to provide for taking the fourth census, 
making appropriations to supply a deficiency 
in the appropriations heretofore made for 
the completion of the wings of the Capi- 
tol, &c. 

in addition to the several acts for the estab- 
lishment of the treasury, war, and navy 
departments. 

- extending the time for the redemption of 
land sold for direct taxes, &c. 
to alter the terms of the court of the western 
district of Virginia. 

authorising the sale of thirteen sections of 
land, lying within the land district of Can. 
ton, Ohio. 

fixing the time for the next meeting of con- 
gress. 

to alter and establish certain post roads, 
to alter the times of holding the courts in the 
district of Columbia. 

to authorise the publication of the laws of 
the territory of Michigan, 
to annex certain lands within the territory 
of Michigan to the district ot Detroit, 
to amend the act for the publication of the 
laws of the United States, 
in addition to the act to provide for certain 
persons engaged in the land and naval ser- 
vice in the revolutionary war. 
to establish an uniform mode of discipline for 
the'militia. 

making appropriations for the support of go- 
vernment for the year 1820. 
authorising the appointment of a register and 
receiver for the land office in Laurence 
county, territory of Arkansas. 


An act making appropriations for the centre build, 
ing of the capitol. 

altering the place of holding the U. States 
courts in Ohio. 

to continue in force the act for establising 
trading houses with the Indian tribes, 
making appropriations for the military estab* 
lishmont for the year 1820. 
concerning the banks of the district of Co- 
lumbia. 

making appropriations for the support of the 
navy of the U. States for the year 1820. 
authorising the transmission of certain docu- 
ments free of postage. 

to continue in force the aot of 20th April, 
1818, supplementary to the act to regu- 
late the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage, passed 2d March, 1799. 
to establish a circuit court in the district of 
Maine. 

to provide for obtaining accurate statements 
of the foreign commerce of the U. States, 
for the relief of certain persons who have pawl 
duties on certain goods imported into Cas- 
tine. 

to authorise the payment for certain muskets 
impressed into the service of the U. States, 
to continue in force an act to provide for re- 
ports of decisions of the supreme court, 
approved 3d March, 1817. 
making further provision for the sale of the 
public lands. 

to establish a district court in the state of 
Alabama. 

to alter the times of holding the court of the 
United States for the western district of 
Pennsylvania. 

for the better organization of the treasury 
department, which authorises a summary 
process against delinquints and defaulters, 
supplementary to the several acts for the ad- 
justment of land claims in the state of Lou- 
isiana. 

to remit the duties on a statue of George 
Washington. 

to incorporate the inhabitants of the city of 
Washington. 

further to suspend, for a limited time, the 
sale or forfeiture of land, for failure in 
completing the payment thereon, 
further to extend the charter of the city of 
Washington. 

in addition to the act regulating the post-of- 
fice establishment. 

to increase the allowance to the judges of the 
orphans court, in the counties of Wash- 
ington and Alexandria, 
for the relief of certain sufferers by fire at 
Savannah, in Georgia. 

for apportioning the representatives in the 
17th congress, in the states of Massachu- 
setts and Maine. 

to authorise the building of a certain num- 
ber of small vessels of war. 
confirming the proceedings of the inhabi- 
tants of the village of Cahokia, in the 
state of Illinois, in laying out a town on 
the commons of said village, 
to continue in force “An act to protect the 
commerce of the United States, and to 
punish the crime of piracy,” and also to 
make further provision for punishing the 
crime of piracy. 
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An act to ©stubl >h additional land offices inthe state 
of Alabama and Illinois 
relative to the Arkansas territory, 
to provide for the expense of surveying parts 
of the coast of North Carolina, 
further to regulate the medical department 
of the army. 

to revive the* powtfrsof the commissioners to 
decide on claims to land in the district of 
Detroit, &c. in the territory of Michigan, 
granting to the state of Ohio, the right of 
pre-emption to certain quarter sections of 
land. 

concerning navigation, 
to provide for building an addition to the 
custom house in New Orleans for the ac- 
commodation of the district court, 
to limit the term of office of certain officers 
tlierin named, and for other purposes, 
to erect a light house on one of the Isles of 
Shoals, and for other purpose's, 
to author se the appointment of commission- 
ers 10 lay out the road therein mentioned, 
for the relief of persons holding confirmed 
unlocated claims for lands in the state of 
Illinois. 

to amend the act making reservation of cer- 
tain public lands for naval purposes, 
for repairing the roof of the general post- 
office, and to procure an engine for that 
building. 

to increase the number of clerks in the war 
department. 

to amend the act authorising the employ- 
ment of an additional naval force, 
designating the ports within which only fo- 
reign armed vessels shall be permitted to 
enter. 

authorizing the governor of Illinois to ob- 
tain certain abstracts of laniL 
to impose a new tonnage duty on French 
ships and vessels. 

in addition to the act making appropriations 
for the support of government for the 
year 1820. 

to revive and continue in force the act to 
provide for persons disabled by known 
wounds received in the revolution, 
for authorising a loan of three millions of 
dollars. 

to authorise the appointment of commission- 
ers t© lay out a road, in continuation of 
the great national western road, from 
Wheeling to the eastern bank of the Mis- 
sissippi. 

Private acts. For the relief of Denton, Little 
& Co. and Herman Hendrick, of New- York; of 
William McDonald; o. Beck and Harvy; of James 
Hughes; of the representatives of Philip Barbour; 
allowing Sarah Allen bounty land and pay, due to 
her son, who died in the service of the U. States; 
for the relief of Anthony Burk; of F.thcr Shepley; 
William Coffin and others; Fielding Jones; Stan- 
ton Sholes; for the benefit of the Columbian Inati 
tute, at Washington city; do. of Christopher Mil- 
ler; for the relief of Samuel B. Beall; certain set- 
tiers in the state of Illinois, Vincennes district; 
Martha Flood; James Merril; Charles S. Jones and 
Richard Buckner; John D. Carter; the representa- 
tives of Isaac Melchior; of Susan Stew art; Elkanah 
Finney; the heirs of Abijah Hunt and William G. 
Forman; John Steele; Elizabeth Braden; Daniel 
Bickley and Catltarine Clark; Thomas C. Withers; 


the widow of John Heaps; Daniel Converse* and 
George Miller; James YVilkinson; Joseph Bruce; 
giving the right of pre emption to James Shields; 
for the relief of Jacob Konkopot and others. Stock- 
bridge Indians; Angus O’Fraser and others; the 
representatives of Henry Wills; Stephen Baxter; 
Joseph M. Skinner; John McGrew and others; 
John B. Regnier; J©lm Law and Jonathan Elliott; 
Mathew Barrow; John DiX; confirming Antlio- 
thy Cavalier and Peter Petit in their claim to land; 
for the relief of Anthony S. Delisle and others; the 
representatives of Nicholas Vreeland; Jennings 
O'Bannoh; John Harding and others; the repre- 
sentatives of John O’Connor; to authorise the is- 
sue of letters patent to Richard Wilcox; for the 
relief of Waller Channing; John H. Piatt; Mary 
Cassiii; Robert Swartwout; Thomas Hunter; the 
representatives of I ench Francis; to settle the ac- 
counts of Richard O’Brien; for the relief of 'Thomas 
Leiper; Richard Smyth; James L. Cathcart; the 
inhabitants of the village of Peoria; to grant & pa- 
te t to Henry Burden; for the relief of Richard S. 
Hack ley; Joshua Newton and others; Ambrose 
Vasse. 

Resolutions, joint, for the further distribution ©f 
the journal of the convention which form- 
ed the constitution of the United States, 
to authorise the pu’ licatipn of part of the 
secret journal of the congress under the 
articles of the confederation, 
giving the consent of congress to the com- 
pact between Kentucky and Tennessee, 
for the settlement of their boundaries, 
for the distribution of certain copies of the 
journal of the convention which formed 
the constitution. 

declaring the admission of Alabama into the 
union. 


Laws of the United States. 

PA88SKI) AT THK LATE SESSION 

An act to impose a new tonnage duty on French 
ships and vessels. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America in congress as- 
sembled, That in lieu of the tonnage duty now paid 
on French ships or vessels, there shall be paid a du- 
ty of eighteen dollars per ton on :11 French ships 
or vessels which shall be entered in the United 
States, any act to the contrary notwithstanding : 
Provided , however, 'That nothing contained in this 
act shall be so construed as to prevent t lie exten- 
sion of the provisions of the act, entitled “An act 
to repeal so much of the several acts imposing du- 
ties on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and on 
goods, wares, and merchandize, imported into the 
United States, as imposes a discriminating duty on 
tonnage between foreign vessels and vessels of the 
United States, and between the goods imported 
into the United states in foreign vessels and vessels 
of the United States,” to French ships and vessels, 
and the goods imported therein, wherever the go- 
vernment of France shall accede to the provisions 
of the act above referred to. 

Sec, 2 And be it further enacted, 'That the tonnage 
duty laid and directed to be paid by this act, shall 
be coilected*and paid according to the provisions 
of the act, entitled “ An act to regulate the collec- 
tion of duties on imports and tonnage.” passed the 
second day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine. 

Sec. 3. A nd be it farther enacted. That this act 
shall commence and be in force, from and after the 
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first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty. H. CLAY, 

Speaker of the house of repreaentatives. 

JOHN GAILLARD, 
President of the senate pro tempore. 
Washington, May 15, 1820. Approved, 

JAMES MONROE. 

An act to continue in force “An act to protect the 
commerce of the United States, and punish the 
crime of piracy,” and also to make further provi- 
sion for punishing the crime of piracy. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of represented 
five j of the United States of America, in Oongiess as - 
Sembled, That the first, second, third, and fourth, 
sections of an act, entitled “An act to protect the 
commerce ofthe United States andpunish the crime 
of piracy,” passed on the third day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and nineteen, be, and the 
same are hereby continued in force, from the pass- 
ing of this act, for the term of two years, and from 
thence to the end Of the next session of congress, 
and no longer. 

Sec. 2. And be it further evaded. That the fifth sec- 
tion of the said act be, and the same is hereby con- 
tinued in force, as to all crimes made punishable by 
the same, and heretofore committed, mall respects 
as fully as if the duration Of the said section had 
been without limitation. 

Sec 3. And be it further enacted. That if any per- 
son shall, upon the high seas, or in any open road- 
stead, or in any haven, basin, or bay, or in any river, 
▼rhere the sea ebbs ami flows, commit the crime 
of robbery in or upon any ship or vessel, or upon 
any of the ship’s company of any ship or vessel, 
orthe lading thereof, such person shall be adjudg- 
ed to he a pirate; and being thereof convicted be- 
fore the circuit court of the United States for the 
district into which he shall be brought, or in which 
he shall be found, shall suffer death. And if any 
pefson engaged in any piratical cruise or enter- 
prize, or being of the crew or ship’s company of 
any piratical ship or vessel, shall land from such 
ship or vessel, ar.d on shore shall commit robbery, 
such person shall be adjudged a pirate, and on 
conviction thereof before the circuit court of the 
United States for the district into which he shall 
be brought, or in which he shall be found, shall j 
suffer death: Provided, that nothing in this sec- 
tion contained shall be construed to deprive any 
particular state of its jurisdiction over such of- 
fences, when committed within the body of a coun- 
ty, or authorise the courts of the United States 
to try any such offenders, after conviction or ac- 
quittance for the same offence in a state court. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That if any citi- 
zen of the United States, being of the crew or 
ship’s company of any foreign ship or vessel en- 
gaged in the slave trade, or any person whatever, 
being of the crew or ship’s company of any ship or 
vessel owned in whole or in part, or navigated for, 
or in behalf of, any citizen or citizens of the United 
States, shall lane! from any ship or vessel, and, on 
any foreign shore, Seize any negro or mulatto, not 
held to service or labor by the laws of either of the 
slates or territories of the United States, with in- 
tent to make such negro or mulatto a slave, or shall 
decoy or forcibly bring or carry, or shall receive 
such negro or mulatto on board any such ship or 
vessel, with intent, as aforesaid, such citizen or 
person shall he adjudged a pirate, and, on con- 
viction thereof before the circuit court of the Unit- 
ed States for the district wherein he may be brought 
or found, shall suffer death. 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted. That if any citi- 
zen of the United States, being of the crew or ship’s 
company of any foreign ship or vessel engaged in 
the slave trade, or any person whatever, being of 
the crew or ship’s company of any ship or vessel, 
owned wholly or in part, or navigated for, or in be. 
half of any citizen or citizens of the U. States, shall 
forcibly confine, or detain, or aid and abet in forcibly 
confining, or detaining, on board such ship or ves- 
sel, any negro or mulatto, not held to service by 
the laws of either of the states or territories of the 
United States, with intent to make such negro and 
mulatto a slave, or shall, on board any such ship or 
vessel, offer, or attempt to sell, as a slave, any negro 
or mulatto, not held to service, as aforesaid, or .shall, 
on the high seas, or any where on tide water, trans- 
fer or deliver over, to any other ship or vessel, any 
negro or mulatto, not held to service, as aforesaid, 
with intent to make such negro or mulatto a slave, 
or shall land, or deliver on shore, from on board any 
such ship or vessel, any such negro or mulatto, wipi 
intent to make sale of, or having previously sold, 
such negro or mulatto as a slave, such citizen or 
person shall be adjudged a pirate, and, on convic- 
tion thereof, before the circuit court of the United 
States for the district wherein he shall be brought 
or found, shall suffer death. 

H. CLAY, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 

JOHN GAILLARD, 

President of the senate, pro tempore. 
Washington, May 15, 1820. Approved, 

JAMES MONROE. 

An act to amend the act, entitled “An aqt to amend 
the act authorising the employment of an addi- 
tional naval force.’** 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of . i>u rial, in congress as- 
sembled, That the second section ofthe act, entitled 
“An act authorising the employment of ipi addition- 
al naval force,” passed on the thirty-first day of 
January, eighteen hundred and nine, be, and" the 
same is hereby amended, so far as to authorise the 
enlistment of able seamen, ordinary seamen, and 
boys, during the continuance of the service or 
cruise for which they shall be enlisted; not, how- 
ever to exceed the period of three years. 

H. CLAY, 

Speaker of the bouse of representatives. 

JOHN GAILLARD, 

President of the senate, pro tempore. 
Washington, May 15, 1820. Approved, 

JAMES MONROE. 

An act supplementary to an act, entitled “an act 
concerning navigation.” 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the U nited State * of America , in congress 
assembled. That, from and after the thirtieth day 
of September next^ the ports of the United States 
shall be and remain closed against every vessel 
owned wholly or in part by a subject or subjects of 
his Britannic majesty, coming, or arriving by sea, 
from any port or place in the province of Lower 
Canada, or coming, or arriving, from any port or 
place in the province of New Brunswick, the pro- 
vince of Nova Scotia, the island of Newfoundland, 
St. Johns or Cape Breton, or the dependencies of 
any of them, the islands of Bermuda, the Bahama 
islands called Caicos, or the dependencies of any 
of them, or from any other port or place in any isl- 
and, colony, territory, or possession, under the do-, 
minion of Great Britain in the West Indies or on 
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the continent of America, south of the southern 
boundary of the United States, and not included 
witluu the act to which this act is supplementary. 
And every such vessel, so excluded from the ports 
of the United States, that shull enter, or attempt to 
enter, the same, in violation of this act, shall, with 
her tackle, apparel and furniture, together with her 
cargo on board such vessel, be forfeited to the U. 
States. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted. That, from and 
after the thirtieth day of September next, the 
owner, consignee, or agent, of every vessel owned 
wholly or part by a subject or subjects of his Britan- 
nic fn^esty* which shall have been duly entered 
in any port of the United States, and on board of 
which shall have been there laden, for exportation, 
any article or articles of the growth, produce or 
manufacture of the United States, other than pro- 
visions and sea-stores necessary ior the voyage, 
shall, before such vessel shall have been cleared 
outward at the custom-house, give bond, in a sum 
double the value of such article or articles, with one 
or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the collector, 
that the article or articles, so laden on board such 
vessel for exportation/ shull be landed in some port 
or place other than a port or place in any province, 
island, colony, territory or possession, belonging to 
his Britannic majesty, that is mentioned or describ- 
ed in this act, or in the act to which this act is sup- 
plementary. And every such vessel that shall sail, or 
attempt to sail, from any port of the United States, 
without having complied with the provisions afore- 
said, by giving bond as aforesaid, shall, with her 
tackle, apparel and furniture, together with the 
article or articles aforesaid, laden on board tbe 
same as aforesaid, be forfeited to the United States: 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall b« 
deemed or construed so as to violate any provision 
of tbe convention to regulate commerce between 
the territories of the United States and of his Bri- 
tanuic majesty, signed the third day of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. That, from and 
after the thirtieth day of September next, no goods, 
wares, or merchandise, shall be imported into the 
United States of America from the province of Nova 
Scotia, the province of New Brunswick, the islands 
of Cape Breton, St Johns, Newfoundland, or their 
respective dependencies, from the Bermuda islands, 
the Bahama islands, the islands called Caicos, or ei- 
ther or any of the aforesaid possessions, islands, or 
places, or from any other province, possession, plan- 
tation, island, or place, under the dominion of Great 
Britain in the West Indies, or on the continent of 
America, south of the southern boundaries of the U. 
States, except only such goods, wares, and mer- 
chandize, as are truly and wholly of the growth, 
produce, or mannfacture, of the province, colony, 
plantation, island, possession, or place aforesaid, 
where'tbe same shall be laden, and from whence 
such goods, wares, or merchandize, shall directly 
be imported into the United States; and all goods, 
wares, and merchandize, imported, or attempted to 
be imposed, into tbe United States of America, 
contrary to the provisions of this act, together with 
the vessel on board of which the same shall be 
laden, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, shall be 
forfeited to the United States. 

Sec 4. And be it further enacted, That the form of 
the bond aforesaid shall be prescribed, and the same 
shall be discharged, and all penalties and forfei- 
tures, incurred under this act, shall be sued for, 
recovered, distributed, and accounted for, and the 
same may be mitigated, or remitted, in the manner, 


and according to the provisions, of the act to which 
this act is supplementary. 

H. CLAY, 

Speaker of the house of representatives* 
JOHN GAILLARD, 
President of the senate, pro tempore. 
Washington, May 15, 1820. Approved, 

JAUE8 MONROEf 


Foreign Articles. 

Q^J*Slnce the following articles were prepared* 
we learn, by other arrivals, that Thistle wood had 
been found guilty of ••conspiring to levy war, and 
actually levying war, against the king.** One of the 
censors ( of the press) at Parip, wus pretty nearly 
mobbed by the people, because of his odious of- 
fice. The Russian minister has complimented Fer- 
dinand on accepting the constitution of the cortes. 
The inquisition has been destroyed at Majorca, &c.; 
and its victims paraded in triumph. The remains of 
general Lacey, shot for being a patriot, were to be 
raised and re -interred with great ceremony. Qui- 
roga lias entered Cadiz amidst the acclamations of 
tlie people. 

By an arrival at Stonnington, we learn that the 
new government at Buenos Ayres was organized 
and settled. General Artigas had overrun and sub- 
dued all the country east of the rivor, and peace 
was again established. General “Sarrata,” [proba- 
bly Carrera] was at the head of the government at 
Buenos Ayres. 

CHEAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

Jjondon dates of April 19. 

The new parliament was to assemble on tbe 2lst 
April. They seem much perplexed to know what to 
do with the queen, who was last at Rome. She has 
written a spirited letter home, demanding that her 
name should be inserted in the liturgy, thata palace 
should be assigned her, frc. and appears determin- 
ed on a speedy return to England. She complains 
of being surrounded by spies, and of many insults 
heaped upon her. 

Jt was stated on oath, that a conspirlcy for a simul- 
taneous insurrection had been formed— that Hud- 
dersfield was to have been taken- the mail coaches 
stopped — and a revolution commenced, &c. 

Commotions had risen to a great height in Scot- 
land. The mobs had been fired on several times. 
Eleven of a committee of a provisional government 
had been arrested. 

Several arrests have taken place at Glasgow, of 
persons so respectable that the papers forbear to 
mention their names. 

The king has issued a proclamation offering a re- 
ward of 5001. for the discovery of the authors or 
printers of a treasonable address posted up in Glas- 
gow, Paisley, &c. on the night of April 1. 

Many persons haye been committed, charged 
with high treason. Arrests, in England and Scot- 
land, are “as plenty as blackberries.” 

We have many details of the designs and pro- 
ceedings of the radicals in England. — It is Useless 
I to relate them. The country is very unsettled and 
I uneasy, and plots or reported plots are heard of 
ir. all the manufacturing districts. Parties of radi- 
cals have been discovered and dispersed when go- 
ing through their military exercises with pikes, 
and there is a great cry about ‘the manufacture of 
those weapons. 

The trial of Thistlewood and his associates, was 
going on with great form and excited much atten- 
tion. Several witnesses had been examined; among 
them a person named Adams* an accompli- 
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whose evidence is said to have caused a “universal 
shudder throughout the audience.” 

Some of the British editors laugh very heartily 
at a proclamation of George IV. “for the encourage, 
ment of piety and virtue, and for the preventing 
and punishment of vice, profaneness and immorality ” 

Hanging seems more lively than any other busi- 
nets in England Dozens are condemned at the 
sessions of the several courts, for various offences. 

The Liverpool Courier of April 19, says, “In 
Yorkshire and Scotland, the experiment of asimul- 
taneous insurrection has been attempted, and even 
ye ’.the tumults are unallayed.” 

The robes to be used at the new king’s corona- 
tion will cost 30,000/. 

It is stated that the revenue in England has not 
been so productive as had been expected. 

1 'here was a deficiency in the cloth manufac- 
tures of Yorkshire last year, compared with those 
of the preceding, of 61,u61 pieces of broads and 
20,614 of narrow — together 2,672,102 yards. 

Every seventh man, woman and child of Liver- 
pool is a pauper— not more than one half of the 
population contributes to the parish rates, which 
amount to g333,000 dollars per annum! 

Pickpockets carry on trade in gangs of 30 or 40 
strong in London, and have severely abused some 
who detected and attempted to arrest them. 

A late London paper says— \ chest recently 
brought from India, containing the regalia and 
other articles taken in 1815, from the palace of the 
deposed king of Candy, was opened on Wednes- 
day last at the bank of England. Among the curi- 
ousand costly articles disclosed to view, were a re- 
gal crown of pure gold, an entire suite of golden 
armour, together with a number of tiaras, brace- 
lets, amulets, and other ornaments, for the most 
part studded with precious stones, and many of 
them suspended by massive gold*chains, of ingeni- 
ous workmanship. 1 he whole collection, which 
is of considerable value, has been given up by his 
majesty for the benefit of the captors, and will 
shortly, it is understood, be offered for sale 

[Bless my heart!— what would the London pa. 
persi have said if Napoleon had deposed Ferdinand 
as the British did the king of Candy, and in like 
manner carried off the crown and regalia? Wbata 
difference is there between meum and tuum?] 

Scotland. A battle, with fire a** ms, took place 
between a small party of the radicals and a detach- 
ment of troops, between Kilsyth and Sterling. Two 
or three of the former were killed and several of 
them, as well as of the soldiers, wounded. The ra- 
dicals were defeated, and nearly 20 of them made 
prisoners. Various military movements of the dis- 
affected are spoken of— it is said that they are dril- 
led at night. There was a great riot at Greenock 
on the 7th of April — the people attacked the 
troops as they were carrying some prisoners to jail, 
and pelted them severely with stones. The'mob was 
fired upon, and 9 of them killed and as many se- 
verely wounded. But it generally appears that the 
disposition to revolt was subsiding at Paisley, See 
Many thousands , however, were said to be out in 
arms on the 5th of April, and the ministerial papers 
seem to be very uneasy about the appearances of 
things. 

T1ANC1C. 

A letter from Paris mentions that a new mode of 
posting up incendiary papers had been discovered 
in France, by the detection of a man in tke act. He 
carried a little boy in a box like the magic lanthorn, 
and while he leaned against the wall, as if to rest 
himself, the little boy drew back a slider, pasted on 


the paper, and shut himself up gum; the man tak- 
ing occasion to walk off to another resting place. 

i he editors of five Pans papers have been sum* 
moned for publishing that a committee of assurance 
w F as established in favor of the victims of arbitrary 
imprisonment. 

liberty of the press * Paris, April 3. ’ he follow- 
ing circular letter has been this da) received by the 
proprietors of the different gazettes : 

Monsieur — I have the honor to inform you that 
the commission of censors, created by an ordinance 
of his majesty, under date of the 1st of thtsmonui, 
has established iU office at N .13, Rue de st. Pierre, 
and that it will be open every day from 12 to 3 
o'clock, and in the evening from 8 to 10. 

I invite you, in consequence, to be so good as to 
address to the commiss.on, within the hours named 
above, and to commence this day, every article which 
is intended to entc- into the composition of your jour- 
nal, and which , conformably to the Into of the olst ult , 
must be submitted to its examination. The 'official 
bulletin of the sittings of the chamber of peers and 
of the chamber of deputies, are alone excepted 
from this disposition. 

1 have the honor to be, with perfect considera- 
tion, sir, your mosi humble and most obedient ser- 
vant, 

The secretary of the commission, 

L HUBERT. 

London , „ ipril 12. The Paris papers of Saturday 
arrived yesterday. A circular has been aJdrcssed 
by the duke de Richelieu to the lieutenant-gene- 
rals commanding military divisions, the prmmrcurs 
general of the king in the courts royale, and the 
prefects of departments, calling upon them to take 
every measure for the faithful execution of the 
recent laws, wherever necessary, and for the detec- 
tion and frustration of machinations and conspira- 
cies. 

NAPOLKOlf BONAPARTE 

Late accounts from the hero on the rock repre- 
sent him to be in good health; but that he still re- 
fuses to suffer hinuelf to be exhibited for a show, 
mam taming the dignity of a man. 

SPAIN. 

The London Courier, of the 17th April, an- 
nounces that, ten days ago, a courier passed through 
that country, on his way to Washington, with fresh 
instructions from the new government of Spain to gen, 
rives 

The king of Spain has taken the title of kiny of 
Spain and the Indies, according to the constitution. 

All the foreign ministers at Madrid, excepting 
Mr. Forsyth, are yet waiting instructions from their 
governments, before they congratulate the king upw 
on the change of affairs. 

“ t he treatment which we understand that our 
ambassador has received from the new government 
in Spain, lias been of such a nature that we should 
not be surprised to hear of his sudden return, even 
without the formality of talcing leave of the present 
sovereign of that country.” Lon pap. 

** Events in Spain,” says the Gazette de France, 
“assume daily a more serious aspect; princes, bro- 
thers to the king, have been obliged to take the 
title of citizens. Several provinces still refuse to 
acknowledge the new constitution. The finances 
are in a deplorable state; the government has sup- 
plied itself w'ith a little money, by confiscating the 
wealth of some members of the inquisition; but 
this resource is precarious, and the penury of the 
treasury will compel the adoption of general mea- 
sures of which it is impossible to foresee there* 
suits.” 
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Measures have been adopted to bring to condign ( 
punishment the real culprits in the massacre at 
Cadiz. 

The soldiers who fired on the inhabitants of Ca- 
diz were received with every mark of indignation, 
by the other soldiery, when they returned to head 
quarters. They were stripped of their arms and 
military clothing, and sent barefooted to a place of 
detention. 

It is stated that, at the period of the late revo- 
lution, more than 300, Oud Spaniards were in exile, 
on account of their political opinions ! They have 
been publicly invited home. 

A private letter says— “1 have just heard, from a 
gentleman of information, that a colonel, lately li- 
berated after four months captivity in the inquisi- 
tion, mentions that a machine had been fixed to him 
in such a manner, that part of it, like the pendu- 
lum of a clock, should beat constantly against his 
forehead, so as to produce his death slowly. 

All the monasteries are to be abolished except a 
limited number, and these are to be confined to 
-peculiar orders. Much of their property is to pass 
into the national funds. The army, from about | 

200.000 men, is to be reduced to 30,000. The king, 
hitherto, was arbitrary, and took what money he 
pleased; if he could get it; he is to have a fixed 
revenue of 40,000,000 reals. It -is reported, that 
since 1815, he has deposited large sums in England. 
The salary of the ambassador at London is fixed at 

30.000 dollars. A crowd of people surrounded the 
palace and demanded the head of the duke of Ala- 
gon, an infamous character; but he made his escape 
and fled the country. The duke of Montego, ano- 
ther of the king’s favorites, is banished. The na- 
tional cockade is red and green, about the size of a 
dollar, put over the usual Spanish cockade. It ap- 
pears that the patriot army will not be separated 
until the cortes shall direct it, maintaining its po- 
sition at Isla. Quiroga, Riego, Arco and Aguero, 
chiefs of the revolutionary army, have been brevet- 
ted field marshals. Gen. Blake is president of the 
council of state; and the most illustrious Spaniards 
are now in power throughout the kingdom. The 
people of Valencia were demanding the head of 
the infamous general Elio, who had shut himself 
up in the citadel. The property of the inquisi ion has 
been confiscated. The bishop of Cadiz, and others, i 
have been imprisoned, as instigators of the late ! 
massacre in that city. Freyre escaped, and was J 
yet at large. 

The people of Catalonia poured forth all their | 
fury on the building or palace of the inquisition at j 
Barcelona: they sacked it, and rendered it forever 
uninhabitable. “The sigi it of its subterraneous pri 
sons excited a profound indignation. It was hard 
to believe that the priests had had the cruelty to 
bury human beings alive in these damp caverns, de- 
prived at once of light and air! The comedian Pinto, j 
so estimable for his personal character, groaned 
there for two years; his nearest friends could hard- 
ly recognize him, so greatly was he disfigured — 
He was formerly robust and corpulent. lie came 
out from the dungeon so meagre and so reduced 
that he wa$ hardly the same man. AU the prison- 
ers are in general, as it were, overcome with their 
new existence — The light of day dazzles and blinds 
them: they cannot support it, and their mental 
faculties are impaired also — Much time and care 
will be required to restore them to complete ! 
health.” j 

The inquisitors fled, else they would have been ! 
sacrificed by the people — their horrible records, for j 
three hundred years past, were thrown into the j 


street and carried off by the populace, deve- 
loping many terrific transactions. At Granada also* 
the dungeons of the inquisition were opened by 
force, and the “ holy office 9 ' destroyed. That at 
Barcelona is to be razed to the ground, and the 
place on which it stood will be solemnly consecrat- 
ed to Quiroga. 

■ The Madrid Gazette of March 30, contains the 
following decree by Ferdinand: — 

“As the constitution to which I have sworn, is the 
fundamental law which rules the rights and duties 
of Spaniards towards the throne and nation — consi- 
dering that those who refuse to recognise the law 
of the land, thereby renounce the protection which 
it grants them, and the advantages which society ac- 
knowledges, as also the privilege of living in the ter- 
ritory of the country, I declare, conformably to the 
decrees of the general and extraordinary cortes of 
Aug. 17, 1812, that every Spaniard who refuses to 
acknowledge the political constitution of the mo- 
narchy, or who, in swearing to it, does so with re- 
strictions contrary to the spirit of this charter, is 
unworthy of being regarded as such; that he be le- 
gally deprived of honorary distinctions, civil or 
military employ, emoluments and prerogatives, and 
separated from the teri ilory of the monarchy; and if 
he be an ecclesiastic, he shall be deprived of his 
living. I enjoin, under the strictest responsibility,* 
on all the political chiefs and other constitutional 
authorities, the execution of this my decree. 

“Given at the palace, March 26, 1820.” 

POflTVGAL. 

It is now said that every thing is c^uiet in Portu- 
gal, and that the news of the Spanish revolution 
had not caused any excitement among the people. 

ITALT. 

The rumours of a threatened revolution in Italy 
are renewed. 

A London paper mentions the discovery of a 
plot among the galley slaves (about 1500) atCevita 
Vecchia, to regain their liberty, w*hich was on the 
point of being attempted when exposed by one 
concerned, in the hope of reward. They had pur- 
posed, after getting their own freedom, essaying 
to effect a revolution in Rome, by liberating all per- 
sons confined in the prisons and engaging the low- 
er class of the people in their views. 

SWEDEN. 

The population of Sweden, as ascertained in 
1818, amounted to 2,543,412 souls— of whom there 
were 71,792 in Stockholm. 

UCSAIA. 

A war between Russia and the Ottoman Porte is 
spoken of. Alexander has a powerful army of 

800,000 men at his disposal; and the present is con- 
sidered a favorable moment to accomplish the 
views of his grandfather. 

The following is extracted from the Paris C<m- 
stitvtionnel: 

“A very important diplomatic note from Rus- 
sia is spoken of, which declares, 'that that power will 
consider any armed intervention of one state, in 
in the internal affairs of another, as an hostility 
against herself.” 

EAST INDIES. 

The chief settlement or rendezvous of the Arab 
pirates, in the gulf of Persia, has been destroyed 
by a British force from • ombay. 

WEST INDU S. 

A Spanish sloop of war recently arrived at the 
Havana from Vera Cruz, with 400,000 dollars in 
specie on board. The constitution of the cortes 
has been proclaimed with great rejoicings at Porto 
Rico. . 
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We have a very long and splendid account of the 
proceedings which took place at Havana, on chang- 
ing the royal to the constitutional government. 
“Live, the constitution, live Quiroga. !” — “live the 
nation, down with superstition and hypocricy,” 
was the almost unanimous cry of the people, as 
well as of the military. The Franciscan monks, 
who, on the return of* Ferdinand, caused the con- 
stitution to be religiously burned, had to perform a 
most unpleasant task — they were compelled to ring 
all the bells of the convent,the whole night through, 
lor joy ! Interested as we are in the fate of Cuba, 
the detailsare of considerable importance, as shew- 
ing the feelings that prevail in thi9*in valuable isl* 
and; and as confirming what we have asserted, on 
good authority, as to the prospect of its indepen- 
dence. 

The common Spanish benediction, “may you live 
a thousand years,” seems to have been much en- 
larged on this occasion : The governor began his 
proclamation thus— ‘Ofay the constitution, and the 
king- who ha s sworn to it, live for one thousand centu- 
ries /'» 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

The news of the revolution in Spain had reach- 
ed Caraccas, but no change in the government liad 
taken place. The expedition which lately left 
Margaritta, is said to have been severely defeated 
near Maracaybo. I 

A late London paper says— “The provisional jun- 
ta at Madrid are on the point of sending commis- 
sioners to South America, to treat upon terms of 
accommodation.” 


CHRONICLE. 

Charles Tail, formerly a senator in congress from 
t he state of Georgia, has been appointed, by the 
president and senate, to be district judge for the 
district of Alabama. 

John Muttony . late a captain in the U. S. navy, has 
been appointed by the president, with the consent 
of the senate, United States' consul at Tangier, in 
the kingdom of Morocco, vice James Simpson, de- 
ceased. 

[An annual salary of 2,000 dollars, is by law at- 
tached to this consulship.] 

Altered notes of the Farmers' bank of Virginia, 
payable at the offices, are in circulation in that 
state. The denomination is changed from five to 
fifty, and exceedingly well done, but easily detect-! 
*nl by a reference to the vignettes, & c. Besides, 
the figures 50 are wanting at the foot in the altered 
ones 

The navy. Commodore Stewurt has been ap- 
pointed a commissioner of the navy, vice Decatur, 
deceased. Commodores Rodgers and Porter have 
recently visited Norfolk. 

West Point cadets . It is stated that the corps of 
cadets at West Point, will shortly march for Wash- 
ington city, merely on a tour of duty. 

Colonization. We learn that the ship Elizabeth, 
sent out by the colonization society of this city, 
with people of color, and all kinds of implements 
of husbandry, for the purpose of making a settle- 
ment in Africa, arrived at Sierra Leone, in the re- 
markable short passage of 36 days, all well. After 
waiting there about a week, and the Cyane, her 
convoy, not arriving, she proceeded down the coast 
to Sherbro, tbe place given them by one of the 
African kings to make their settlement on — Three 
c?a>s after the Elizabeth left Sierra Leone, the Cy 


ane also arrived at that port, and, after stopping two 
or three days, followed on -V. F. E. Post . 

Maine. The Hallowell and Augusta, bank re- 
fuses payment of its bills. Those of Wise asset 
and Castine are also said to have stopped. They 
appear to have been severely run upon; but a hope 
is expressed, that their embarrassments are tem- 
porary. Yet their bills are at about 50 per cent, 
discount! 

Election statistics. — The whole number of vote* 
given iu at the late election of senators, was ss fol-* 
lows : 


York county, . 

• * 

10,357 

Cumberland, . 

• * 

11,630 

Lincoln, 


. 12,616 

Kennebec, 

• «r 

10,013 

Hancock, . 


. 5,287 

Washington, . 

+ • 

1,359 

Oxford, . 

• • 

4,608 

Somersett 

• • 

3,752 

Penobscot, . 

• • 

1,286 


Green Bay. 200 U. S troops have embarked at 
Tackett's Harbor, for Niagara, on their way to the 
fort at Green bay, on lake Michigan. 

Connecticut. Elijah Hoard man, Esq. is elected 
senator from the state of Connecticut, in the con- 
gress of the United States, in the place of Samuel 
W. Dana, Esq whose term of service expires. 

Missouri. The last papers received fh>m this 
territory shew U9 that the great question, whether 
the further introduction of slaves shall be prohibit- 
ed or not, by the constitution now about to be form- 
ed, most seriously occupies the public' attention. 
The result appears to be doubtful. 

Pirates . Three persons are condemned to be 
executed at Boston on the 15th of June, as pirates 
and felons Four were hung for similar offences 
at Charleston, on the 12th instant, and the addi- 
tional crime of murder. Six persons have been 
executed at Malta, for piracies in the Mediterra- 
nean. Eighteen were to be hung at New-Orleans 
on the 25th instant, unless reprieved. Other exe- 
cutions may be looked for at other places One of 
those hung at Charleston, in his address to the peo- 
ple, denied that he ever had been guilty of the 
crime of murder; but admitted that lie had, with 
others, been deluded into a service which even- 
tuated in piracy, for which he was about to pay 
the forfeit of his life; while thousands who projected 
the scheme , were now walking at large in the country 
with impunity. 

Arkansas . The Arkansas Gazette of April 1, 
announces the arrival at that village of the steam- 
boat Comet, in 8 days from New-Orleans, being the 
first steam-boat that ever ascended the Arkansas 
river. It also states that emigration had begun to 
have a considerable current to the territory; and 
informs ns that a war was likely to break out be- 
tween the Osages and Cherokees— three people of 
the latter tribe having been murdered by some 
of the former. 

Good end bad. An inexhaustible source of pare 
white sand, suitable for the manufacture of flint 
glass, has lately been discovered in the towns of 
Woodbury and Middlebury, in the state of Con- 
necticut; and a petition is now before the legisla- 
ture of that state, for an act granting to the proprie- 
tors thereof corporate privileges for carrying on 
the manufacture of flint glass. 


rTHt is good that this material has been discover- 
idTbul ‘ ‘ ‘ H ‘ “ 


ed/but bud that a nother 


corpojal 


.tion is thought of. 


pnxxTsn by william oodlh biles, at t*v£ fbabklik press, water-street. 
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We present our readers with a rich treat in the 
speech of Mr. Baldwin, chairman ofthe committee 
of manufactures, on the tariff, communicated for 
this paper. We tfYe really anxious to see in what 
manner its arguments wete answered. The import- 
ance of the speech affords a sufficient apology for 
the want of variety in this sheet. 

The Lexington, Ky. Public Advertiser, is fclothed 
in mourning on account of the death of the tariff 
bill, which the editor says was « murdered F in the 
senate by a majority of one vote! Adding — “Mourn, 
oh, ye sons and daughters of Kentucky— Oh, ye 
inhabitants of the United States, put on sackcloth 
and ashes, for the great enemy of your indepen- 
dence has prevailed. You must still remain tribu- 
tary to the workshops of Europe. Your factories 
must remain prostrate. Your agricultural produc- 
tions must lie and rot oh your hands.” 

0Cj*We offer to the mourner this homely consola- 
tion— that, if the sufferings of thecountry and the 
wants of the treasury, shall not compel congress, 
at their next session, to do something in favor of a 
home-market for the products of agriculture, and 
to find employment for the laboring capacity of the 
people of the United States— the congress which 
shall be chosen after the next census will do all that 
is necessary to rescue the nation from its present 
poverty and distress, so far as these are to be re- 
lieved by an attention to domestic industry. 

The infamous trade. Ten slave vessels had been 
captured by the United States' ship Cyane, capt. 
Trenchard; but six of them were so well secured 
by false papers and false oaths, that he was com- 
pelled to let them go; the other four have been 
sent to New-York for adjudication, as being Ameri- 
can property, where they have arrived. The Bri- 
tish brig Thistle has also captured three vessels, 
with full cargoes of slaves, said to belong to Bris- 
tol, R. I. and sent tbeih to Sierra Leone. Further 
particulars and remarks in our next. 

Banking. The “Southern Patriot” informs us, 
♦hat the office ofthe bank of the United States at 
Savannah, has protested the notes of the local 
banks of that city, to a considerable amount. The 
state banks are said to be in good condition, “over- 
flowing with specie,” yet they would not either 
liquidate the debts which they owed to the office 
nor pay interest on the balances due to it. But 
♦his is qnly one side of the story. We shall hear 
more of it before long. 

Buenos Ayres, c. We have some interesting 
accounts from this country, together with a copy of 
a convention signed by Manuel Sarratea, governor 
of Buenos Ayres, E. Lopez, governor of Santa Fe, 
and F. Ramirez, governor of Entre Rios, for the 
purpose of tefminating the civil war, — but we have 
hot room to insert these things at length just now. 
Artigas is not immediately a party to this conven- 
tion, but Ramirez is understood to act under pri- 
vate instructions from him. The following sum- 
mary, communicated for the “Baltimore Patriot,” 
may suffice to shew the present state and prospects 
nfthe country, which we think are good— the con- 
vention shall be published in our next. 

Vol. XVIII. 18. 


“ The happy changes at Buenos Ayres are con" 
firmed by recent details in letters and public pa- 
pers to the 17th of March last, received in town by 
the late arrival at New London, Coti. Mr. Sarratea 
was elected governor of Huenos Ayres, not as a ca- 
pital, but as a province; for, to the great aatisfar, 
tion of the people, federation has been proclaimed. 
We l»are a printed copy bf a convention to this ef- 
fect, entered into by the different provinces* which 
contains twelve articles of a very interesting na- 
ture. A body of representatives is already sitting 
to carry into execution that agreement. Antoni 
Escalada, the father-in-law of general San Martin, 
is acting as one of the members of that body? thn 
general, it is said, having withdrawn in time from 
assisting the criminal plans of Pueyrredon's ambi- 
tion. The escape of this man to the Portuguese , 
with a large sum of* money, and the flight of his 
secretary, Fagle, have been already noticed. Now. 
we are further informed that his first clerk in the 
office of the secretary of state, Julian Alvarez, aud 
also Cornelius Saavedra, colonel Juan Ramon Ual- 
carce, l)iaz Velez, and the merchant Ambrosio Le- 
zica, Who had made an immense fortune by favor 
and monopoly, secretly fled to the Portuguese, 
after attempting, on the 6th of March, a counter re- 
volution, without success; and though a letter says 
justice cannot reach them in their dishonorable 
asylum, the truth of the old saying would be ac- 
complished, that treason is conned, but traitors are 
always despised. All is going smooth ami quiet to 
a settlement. The factions are no longer able to 
oppose with noise and violence ther progress of 
truth, and the exertions of reason in the people. 
It is announced that General Carrera would have 
been on his way to Chili on the 20th of March, to 
assume an important station there, in reward for 
his perseverance and services. 

Mr. Baldwin’s speech on the Tariff. 

IK THK HOUSE OP RKFItKSKXTATl VKS. 

In presenting this bill to the consideration of the 
house, it is proper that the views of the committee 
of manufactures should be fully explained. The 
task assigned to them has been one of no ordinary 
interest: the subjects on which it has been their 
duty to act, may have an important bearing on the 
whole internal policy of this government; and the 
measures recommended are such as, in their opi- 
nion, will essentially benefit the nation. In ma- 
turing them, the committee have not (as the gen. 
tleman from Massachusetts, Mr. Fuller* seemed to 
think,) considered themselves a private committee, 
acting on the private petitions of individuals, who 
sought support and encouragement from govern- 
ment at the expense of the rest of the nation. 
They have not examined the petitions or state- 
ments of manufacturers, with a view of ascertaining 
whether their establishments are productive or 
losing. Tbeir interest has not been a leading mo- 
tive in our minds; it was of little importauce; an»t- 
if this bill, either in its general principles or its de- 
tails, cannot be supported on national principles 
we are willing that it should fall, and th$t its fate 
shall be ours. We have thought that this motion 
can never be flourishing or independent, uulrsa it 
can supply from its own resources, Its tvi>tL il* 
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clothing, and the mean* of defence; that to be de- committee this bill emanated, as whether its prori- 
pendent on foreign nations for the articles essaen- sions will promote the general welfare. And if, in 
tial for these purposes, is inconsistent with true the opinion of the house, this measure is called for 
policy — and that the s>stem which has entailed on by the distresses of the country — if it will tend to 
us this dependence, must be radically changed. In their relief, and to restore the nation to its former 
a matter which involved so many interests, we prosperity; if it is essential that such encourage- 
found many embarrassments; among not the least raent should ever be given to national industry as 
of them, those which arose from the duties assign- will enable us to supply the article* of our own 
«d to the different committees of this house. The consumption— you have the authority of the secre- 
committee of manufactures was a new one; its pow- tary of the treasury for saying that this is the pro- 
ers and duties were undefined by any rule; the va- per time. In his annual report on the finances, he 
rious subjects referred to then) related as well to tells you this in the most explicit language; he tells 
the revenue and commerce of the country, as its you, too, that your present revenue is insufficient; 
manufactures. It was our wish that each commit- you must increase it or diminish your expenditure, 
tee should act on its appropriate subjects, not to This is a time of profound peace, when our ex- 
encroach on the jurisdiction of either. It was our penses are those only of an ordinary peace estab- 
first intention to have reported a bill which should lishment; no national calamity has befallen us— 
have related only to the manufactures of the coun* yet a loan is necessary for the present year, and a 
try. But the house will recollect that, at a very larger one will be required for the next. When a 
early period of the session, a resolution was passed system of revenue has thus completely failed, and 
calling on the secretary of the treasury to report from the operation of plain and natural causes, 
the effect oh the revenue of a prohibition of wool- when we cannot flatter ourselves that, in ttye pre- 
lens, cottons and iron; that his reply was, that an seat state of the world, it can become better, but 
increase of duty on those articles would impair the are certain that it must become worse, it is time to 
revenue and tend to introduce smuggling. This look td our situation and retrace our error. It is 
was a subject on which we knew the house was an unpleasant duty in any committee to be obliged 
sensitive, — a deficit in the receipts of this year of to examine existing systems and recommend a 
five millions, had been officially announced by the change; but it will be at once perceived that the 
treasury. The committee of ways and means bad nation which relies for the means of paying its ex* 
reported no bill, had recommended no means of perrses solely on imposts, must encourage the impor. 
filling the treasury, and to our repeated calls had tation and not the manufacture of it* article* of coh» 
answered that none would be adopted by them, mmption. While tills is its policy, its internal in- 
You now find that the result of all their delibera- dustry must be confined to articles of export, to 
tions has ended in the bill now on your table, au- pay for foreign fabrics which are imported. With 
thorising a loan of four millions; two directly, and importations, revenue must diminish; and this has 
two from the sinking fund, to meet the ordinary been the reason why all attempts to promote our own 
expenses of* the year. 1 did not approve of the re- manufactures have hitherto failed. Now the system 
solution which had thus called on the secretary of must be changed; you must either make perpetual 
the treasury to take a part in this great national loans, or open new sources of revenue, by giving a 
controversy, and thought it not right in gentlemen new turn to the labor of the nation. At all events, 
to call in the influence of that department against I beg gentlemen to consider that, to me, tlie dan* 
a large portion of the nation, struggling against ger to the treasury is no answer to tills bill; if it is 
what they conceived to be the indifference oT our empty, it is not my fault. Two short years since, 
own and the efforts of foreign governments. To I was in a proud minority of five that opposed the 
have framed a bill confined to the sole object of repeal of those taxes which, if continued, would 
promotihg the manufactures of this nation, by im- have given you an abundant revenue. If, in their 
posing a high duty on those of others, the effect of abolition, the encouragement of manufactures has 
which would have been still further to diminish a been retarded, let no inconsistency be charged up- 
revenue already incompetent to our ordinary ex- on me; if the system has failed, it is not because it 
penses, would have thrown us in the way of the has not had its full and fair operation, but because 
very difficulty which gentlemen had so early fore- it is inconsistent with the present situation of this 
seen, so carefully provided. The cry of revenue, country and Europe. You may resort to tempora- 
the treasury, and smuggling, would have effectually ry expendients; but the people of this country will 
defeated all our projects. There was no other not consent to a continual accumulation of debt, in 
committee disposed to act in concert with us. Left order to protract a system which can alone heal 
thus alone, the treasury report against an increase the general distress. What must be done should 
of duties; the treasury itself empty; the commit- be done soon. The able and intelligent officer at 
tee of ways and means unwilling to assist in filling the head of your finances, tells you this is the time; 
it; and yet called upon by the petitions of thousands and l tell you, that you may as well avoid the ap- 
of individuals to do something to protect the in- proaches of old age or the stroke of death, as a 
dustry of the nation, the committee had no alter- change in your financial system. You must not 
native but to abandon, subject to certain destruc- wait till the voice of the people calls for it in lan- 
tion, the great interest confided to their care, or to guage which you cannot resist, and when the re- 
go the extent of tfifeir jurisdiction, and report a vulsion will be so sudden as to shake to its founda- 
system which, while it would not injure the com- tion the system to which gentlemen now cling 90 
merce, should aid the revenue and save the manu- eagerly. If tills miserable system of impost, as the 
facturers of our countiy. In recommending a ge- exclusive source of revenue, is necessary for the 
neral revision of the existing tariff, wa are sensible support of commerce— if the internal industry of 
of being exposed to the imputation of encroaching the country is to be checked and protracted till 
on the province of other committees; but as they public opinion demands the change— let gen- 
have declined or refused to act, I hope no objec- tlemen beware lest all parts of the system go to- 
tions on this score will come from them. From the gether. Those who now complain that the corn- 
house I anticipate none— confident in the hope mittee of manufactures propose too much, wfll, 
that they will enquire, not so much from vrliatlwhen that day arrives^ (and come it must) rt- 
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gret the rejection of this bill, which proposes & 
change— gradual, but necessary for the prosperi- 
ty of the country. In proposing it, the commit, 
tee are aware that from one side of the house 
we shall be assailed with the cry of— you wiH min 
commerce; from the other, agriculture; and from 
all, smuggling and revenue. In telling us that com- 
merce supports the government and furnishes its 
revenues, gentlemen must not deceive themselves 
in thinking that the people of this country do not 
know that the consumer of foreign goods, and not 
the foreigner or importer, pays the impost. The 
tonsumption of foreign produce, and not its impor- 
tation, is the source of the revenue; a kind of taxa- 
tion the more oppressive on the people, because 
by employing the merchant or collector, the con- 
sumer pays not only the amount of duties, but the 
accumulated profits of all the merchants through 
whose hands the article passes, from the custom 
house to the consumer, if the committee are cen- 
sured for speaking thus plainly of a system on 
which this government has hitherto rested for its 
support, the house must recollect that at its organi- 
zation, impost was only one, not the exclusive 
source of revenue. As soon as the debt9 of the 
revolution were assumed by the new congress, a 
system of excise and internal taxation was resorted 
to, as "a permanent means of paying the interest of 
the national debt. During the administration of 
general Washington and his immediate successor, 
:in excise on spirits, snuff* and snuff mills, duties on 
refined sugar, lincenses to retailors, carriages, auc- 
tions, and a stamp act and laud tax, were imposed, 
l^et it not be forgotten that in the preamble to the 
act for laying an impost, tl»e encouragement of do- 
mestic manufactures was one of the avowed objects 
of the law. This wasthe revenue system of the found- 
ers of our government. We do not attack, but rest 
upop it; it is the only one on which this nation can 
rely for permanent protection in a time of Euro- 
pean peace; w*e must recur to it, unless another 
great convulsion should again derange all the insti- 
tutions of the civilized world. The policy of this 
government was changed, not because it was found 
unwise, but because the continuance of the war in 
Europe rendered it unnecessary. Then other na- 
tions wanted our provisions; their price was such 
that the labor of this country was diverted from its 
natural course. Instead of making, we imported the 
articles of common consumption. The impost was 
found sufficient for all our wants. But, in the 
change of events, Europe canviow feed herself, and 
can compete with us in other markets for our pro- 
visions: Those nations from whom we import the 
most, now refuse to receive our produce at any 
price. Thus there has been a radical change in 
those relations with other nations, which gave the 
turn to our national industry. A wise legislature 
will and must shape its internal policy to meet the 
changes which make a revision necessary. The 
present is not a forced, but the natural and settled 
State of this country. The events of the last thirty 
years have been unparalleled in history — we must 
not expect their recurrence at least in our time. 
It requires no reasoning to prove that measures 
calculated on a general war in Europe, will not suit . 
a general state of peace; — they must and will be 
controlled by circumstances. We must look to 
facts, and profit by experience. Effects will flow 
from causes; they cannot be averted or avoided; 
we must meet them sooner or later. It is best not 
to attempt to conceal from ourselves or the nation, 
the necessity of coming back to the original sys- 
tem on which this government first commenced its 


operations. In proposing the measures which the 
committee have reported, we have thought it best 
to avow the intention to be such a change in our 
internal policy, as will gradually lead the people of 
this country to be independent of any other for the 
essential articles of subsistence and the means of 
defence. We well know it is a thankless, ungra. 
cious task. The manufacturers complain that too 
little, the merchants that every thing, and I well 
know that here it is thought that too much, has 
been done. These measures have caused much 
excitement. 1 his is not the time to expect that 
justice will be clone to our motives. But the com- 
mittee have this, — and it is no small satisfaction, 
that though they have not pleased' others, they have 
pleased themselves. Their system has been ma- 
tured With much pains, and with the most anxious 
desire to relieve alike all the suffering interests of 
the country. How far this bill is so calculated the 
house will judge, from an examination and compa- 
rison with the existing tariff, which I will now ex- 
plain, beggingthat gentlemen *rill not forget one 
thing — that the present tariff was a revenue billy re. 
parted by the committee of ways and means, more to 
aid the treasury than to protect the industry of the 
country. The report of Mr. Dallas was strongly 
in favor of domestic manufactures; yet, in that of 
the committee of ways and means, it is remarkable 
that the word manufactures is not mentioned. I 
presume that the gentleman from South Carolina, 
who was then the chairman of that committee, had 
then the same opinion on this subject that he now 
entertains. When gentlemen complain of the ex- 
travagunt protection that this bill affords to national 
industry, they are, perhaps, not aware that in ge- 
neral it exceeds but in a small degree that recom- 
mended in 1816, from the treasury — almost exclu- 
sively for revenue. They must not think it strange 
if a committee of njanufacturcs, combining this 
with other great national objects, should have felt 
it their duty to propose some changes necessary 
to meet the culls of the country. 

The bill proposes — 

A duty of 12$ per cent, ad valorem on the arti- 
cles enumerated in the first class, and 20 per cent, 
on all not enumerated, which embrace many manu- 
factures, but which it was thought best not to parti- 
cularize. In the present tariff these were at 7$ and 
15 percent. The committee could discern no good 
reason for leaving them at this low rate of duty, 
and were abundantly convinced th«t, for the double 
purpose of revenue and manufactures, the propos- 
ed rates were proper. It would be going too much 
in detail to trace the various rates of ad Valorem du- 
ties from 1789, to 1804. In that year they were per- 
manently fixed at 12.3, 15 and 20; with the addition 
of the Mediterranean fund, they were 15, 17$ and 
22$ — and continued so during the most prosperous 
period of our commerce and revenue, till in 1812, 
when the permanent duties were doubled, making 
27 $, 32$ and 42|. They continued so until 1815, 
after the peace, when the Mediterranean fund 
ceased, and the duties remained till July, 1816, at 
the rates of 25, 30 and 40 percent, ad valorem. Had 
they remained so, you would not have been assailed 
by general <^ies of distress from all parts of the 
nation; we should have enjoyed, not a nominal but 
a real independence; our resources would not have 
been sent abroad to protect arid reward the indus- 
try of others, to the ruin of ourotf n merchants, ma'- 
nufacturers and farmers. But it was thought proper 
to reduce the duties, and the fear of smuggling, it 
seems, is assigned as the reason. 1 am not enough 
acquainted with the my sir yes of commerce to know 
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what is the smuggling point. Gentlemen may talk 
about it as they please, there is no evidence that 
our duties have ever been so high that there has 
been smuggling to any great extent. From 1804 to 
1812, the lowest rate of duties was 12$ percent. — 
we heard no complaints of smuggling then; during 
the year 1815 and the first six months of 1816, 
the lowest duty was 25 per cent. The importation 
of :ul \ ulorem articles in 1815, amounted to eighty- 
six millions of dollars, and gentlemen are called 
on for the proof of smuggling. They must give 
reasons better, thaw the mere suggestion of this dan- 
ger, against this small increase of duties; which is, 
in effect, only coming back to the old rates before 
the war. We are not to be deterred by threats of 
tli is kind; and, judging from experience, have no 
fcarsthat an increase of duties, even to the war rates, 
won hi produce this effect: but if there was danger, 
it is no argument to us to be told that this govern- 
ment is unable to enforce measures which are 
adopted as necessary to the general welfare. We 
are not so weak, our laws are not so insufficient; the 
rates proposed have been collected, and they can 
and will be collected if enacted. When the danger 
becomes realized, it will be time to apply the re- 
medy. While it is merely fanciful, and, as I believe, 
held out to defeat the salutary provisions of this bill, 

1 shall not deem it worthy of further notice. The 
next rate of duty is 25 per cent.— in the present 
tariff these articles are rated at 20, but in the bill 
reported by the committee of ways and means, they 
were recommended at 22. 1 hope it will not be 

thought extravagant that we propose an addition of 
3 per cent. Articles of copper are at present at 25 
pc r cent. One expression is changed which will be 
found to apply to most of the ad valorem articles in 
this bill — in the old tariff it is “material of chief 
vidue;” tliis creates great difficulty at the custom- 
house, where an article is composed of materials 
paying a different rate of duty; it is generally enter- 
ed as made of tliet which pays lowest — thus defraud* 
ing the revenue and injuring the manufacturer. To 
avoid this, the committee have adopted the expres- 
sion “component material,” so that any article com- 
posed of mixed materials pays the duty of the highest. 
The house will observe that there is in this clause 
a drawback of the duties on sheet copper, used in 
building or repairing ships— in the present tariff 
“copper and brass in pigs, bars or plates, suited to 
the sheathing of Bhips,” is duty free. Under this 
clause all sheet brass and copper imported, for 
whatever purpose, is embraced, to the great injury 
of one class of manufactures, and the diminution of 
the revenue. While the committee are fully dis- 
posed to protect that most noble manufacture, a 
ship, they are unwilling that any other advantage 
should be taken of a provision intended solely for 
this purpose. It is believed that this object is fully 
answered by the proposed drawback. It has been 
submitted to intelligent and experienced merchants, 
and no objections have occurred. While on this 
subject, I must notice some publications in which 
the committee are charged with hostility to com- 
merce and ship-buikling, in raising the duty on 
sheathing copper and sail duck. The be^t answer 
to the charge is, that it is not true; *fn fact this bill 
proposes no change on either; the duck is an im- 
portant article of manufacture, for which we outfit 
not to be dependent on any other nation, and which 
ought to be encouraged; yet the committee were 
unwilling to interfere with it. We expect much 
abuse and have received no little; hut let me give 
one word of advice to those inclined to bestow it so 
liberally — read before you write. 


The next clause proposes a duty of 33 per cent, 
on woollens. In Mr. Dallas' tariff it was proposed at 
28. On cottons, of 33— the same as proposed by 
him. Both are now at 25. These being among 
the most important items in the bill, the house must 
indulge me in going fully into the reasons which 
have induced the committee to propose the addi- 
tional duty. It would seem almost unnecessary to 
convince this bouse^ that the interest of the nation 
required that it should clothe itself; that it ought to 
feed itself, will not be denied — yet food is not more 
necessary than raiment; and I cannot see bow any 
people can be independent who must look abroad 
for that. At all events, the committee have thought 
that, in bottoming this bill on this national princi- 
ple, that we ought to feed, clothe, and be able to 
defend ourselves, we placed it on ground that could 
not easily be shaken. Our motives rise higher than 
the interest of manufacturers; whether they make or 
lose money now — whether this bill tends to enrich 
one or another, or all classes of society, has scarcely 
entered into our consideration. The nation must 
command its own consumption, its own means oi 
defence. The last war found us destitute. I beg 
the house to remember what the gentleman from 
Kentucky told us the other day — that our gallant 
soldiers were destitute of clothing, until the govern- 
ment connived at smuggling, to procure cloth 
from the nation with whom were contending. Na- 
tional feeling, if not interest, should forbid the re- 
currence of such a scene — it shall not be charged 
on the committee of manufactures. If it was right 
in 18 16 to impose a duty of 25 per cent, on woollens 
and cottons, principally with a view to revenue, 
there will be found a strong reason for its increase 
in the duties now imposed by the British govern- 
ment, of six pence sterling on every pound of wind, 
and six per cent, od valorem on cotton wool, im- 
ported after the 5th January, 1820. Wool has been 
an article of export from this country to EngltnJ. 
The new duty excludes it— the ports are now shut 
against your provisions, they will not permit it* 
importation till the price of wheat is 10 shillings 
sterling a bushel. Let those who complain so much 
that the agricultural interest will suffer by this bill, 
reflect on these facts. Let the farmer decide whe- 
ther it is most for his interest to purchase his cloth- 
ing from the foreign manufacturer, who will pur- 
chase neither his wool nor his provisions, or the 
domestic one, who will give him a market for both, 
in his anxiety to guard against the profits which 
may accrue to his neighbors and countrymen, by the 
success oF their manufactures. Let him be sure 
that he falls into better hands by trusting himself to 
the liberality of foreigners. It is feared that there 
will be a monopoly and a desire of speculation, if 
our own countrymen can supply our demands; yet 
there seems to be no fear that our course of policy 
should give that monopoly to the British manufac- 
turers. Hundreds, thousands of our citizens, are out 
of employment; they would add infinitely to the 
national wealth, to our independence, and save its 
resources at home, if their labor wa3 employed in 
converting our raw materials into fabrics for our 
own use. But it is contended that our true policy 
is to employ the labor of other nations, pay thwi 
the profits of their manufactures, for theTntfpoie 
of directing the industry of ours to productions 
which can find no market abroad, and have no vtlue 
at home. These new duties imposed in England on 
wool and cotton, ought to awaken us to our situa- 
tion; no part of the country ought to be more slhc 
to their effects than that from which the opposition 
to this measure is the greatest. England ddesnoc 
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wish to encourage the cotton of America. She | adopt those recommended by the ministry and po- 
givea you unequivocal indications of her policy. Htical economists of England. This is, at all cvent% 
She will take it till her colonies can furnish her a dangerous experiment— before we trust too much 
supplies. Though her best customer, though she on it, we ought to be sure that the solid interest of 
now depends on us for the raw material to support this country, and not its destruction, is their go- 
iter manufactures, she takes wool from the conti- verning principle. It will be said that more libe- 
nent, cotton from us — but imposes heavy import ral ideas are now adopted by other nation*, that the 
duties, which ate paid by us who consume the mahu- principles of political economy are now better tin- 
factured articles. We thus furnish her government derstood. France lias been mentioned; but when 
with revenue, her laborers with employment, while her tariff is exam.ned, it w ill be found to be more 
ours are idle. I am afraid we are not aware of the rigid — to contain more prohibitions, than that of 
bold and dangerous experiment we are trying. We England. As to us, it contains some provisions 
are now to decide on the course of internal policy which, 1 think, cannot fail to alarm the ngricultu- 
which shall best develope the resources, promote ralists--the cotton planters of this country, it is 
the industry and secure the independence of our worthy the attention of the house to look at their 
country'. Is there not some danger of our erring, import duties on cotton wool: 
by adopting tlie system which best accord* with Fron> Xll<IU . . . jo fo. prr 100 kill.-J du. per ewt 

the views of the British government? If it were other countries out Europe 40 w •» 4 •* 

submitted to them to choose a set of measures for y" l , r ^f pol, * ‘ ’ is P e, i' wl * * BQ * 

us which would best promote thrir interest, we well FwiJif eolon.e* * lo « l ** 

know it would be such as would secure lo their This short item contains much information and 
merchants, manufacturers and mechanics, the sup- instruction. Their whole tarifT breathes against 
ply of all our articles of consumption and defence; your agriculture and commerce a spirit of hostility 
to give to them the employment of the labor and as unequivocal as any regulation of England— as to 
the profits of converting the raw materials into fa- cotton, more so; it is a duty of four dollars per 100 
brics for us. It is. the source of their national pounds — equal io 20 per cent, ad valorem, on the 
greatness; the great object to which all their ef- raw material, while England imposes only 6: — that 
forts are directed — their polrcy is most unyielding it rs aimed at this country is evident from its being 
and unbending. It has existed for ages, and been 50 per 100 II). more than on cotton from 'fur- 
completed by a steady and uniform series of legls- key, and gl 00 more than from India- If it is a rea- 
lation; they have not left things to “regulate them- son why the cotton of Turkey should be preferred 
selves” — ibis has not been, it will not be, their on account of the profits of her trade, it canr.ot ex- 
maxim; but they wish to see it adopted by these ten • to India — to which they export little- but 
who are to be the dupes of their policy. What is ought to bear lightly on us, as we are one of the 
sound political economy there, is, it seems, here best customers of France for her wines, brandy, 
the raving of madness, the result of empiricism; silks, cotton and small wares. She requires our 
yet it would excite some sensation in this house, if cotton now, but this duty is an earnest of what 
the ministers of England should formally present you may expect from her when she can procure 
us with apian for our adoption; we should, at least, a supply from her colonies or 6thcr countries. — 
enquire whether it was the result of their friendship She receives your tobacco, but takes care to cx- 
to us, and whether it would not be as safe to trust elude us from all chance of a competition in the 
to the opinion and advice of our own statesmen. To market, by compelling a sale to the government — 
import only our raw materials and provisions, to who buy at their own price. Rice, from India, pays 
be our exclusive merchants and carriers, was their gl per 100 — from America g>2. Thus wc find the 
colonial policy before the revolution. The great two nations, with whom our intercourse is the 
men whose wi9doin carried us through that strug- greatest, pursue the same policy as to our great 
gle, did not then think that the system of internal agricultural products, the only ones they receive 
policy, which was best calculated to secure our in- from us: they are enriched by the manufacture of 
dependence and to coerce England to respect our it— we purchase immense quantities of their cot- 
rights, was to afford employment to her citizens, tons and woollens and silks; these favors produce 
encouragement to her artificers, to the impove- no relaxation on their part. Our agriculture and 
mhment of our own. The immortal congress of manufactures are now prostrate, and commerce 
1774, entered into an agreement not to export any goes next. With England it is safe, not because it 
produce to England, to import no goods from that can regulate itself, but because it is regulated by a 
country, to consume none made there — and de- convention, to the observance of which the national 
liounced, as enemies to American liberty, any per- faith is pledged. With France we have none. Your 
non who would violate this agreement. It has never ships are now said to be virtually excluded from 
been charged on Bonaparte that he was deficient in their ports. This part of your commerce is now to 
foresight, or did not understand the mode of at- be protected by regulations — by* a bill now on your 
tacking his enemy. His continental system was not table, laying a duty of gl8 t per ton on French ship- 
aimed at the influence or political power of Eng. ping. This code, remember, snot the offspring o the 
land, but against her manufactures. That he knew age of benighted ignorance, prejudice or exploded 
to be the source of her power and there he attack- theories, or of the man against whom all Europe, 
ed her. To save them, England fought and sub- combined — but in 1817, by the government which 
sidized all Europe. There has been a strange revo- has been restored by a common struggle, existing 
lution in the moral world, if the connection between in all the effulgence of the light which has been, 
causes and effects is now dissolved— if the measures shed on the subject by their own and English wri- 
which, in 1774, were necessary, to secure, would ters on political economy, who are not regarded by 
now be destructive of the great interests of this na- the governments where they live; whose books ai e 
tion. We have been taught to look with veneration for exportation, not for home consumption, and now 
to that congress — it is, indeed, a change when we for sale in your lobby, to enlighten you on the me- 
forget their maxims — and, in contending with the rits of this bill. It is a matter of much regret to me 
same nation for the same rights, reject and spurn to find their opinions quoted with respect here, 
their principles as wild and ruinous, anxious to when they arc disregarded wher* they are known. 
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There is no country but this that studiously leaves 
her great concerns to regulate themselves. They 
are all guarded and preserved by regulations of the 
most rigorous kind. Yet it seems to be expected 
that, when our establishments are obliged to con- 
tend with those of other countries — the latter* aided 
by all the force and influence 6f public opinion and 
legislation, ours can succeed against this unequal 
competition, the neglect of government and public 
prejudice. If the nations with whom we. vie would 
adopt the same maxims, then the industry of this 
country would protect itself. All that is asked is 
to meet regulation by regulation, and thus make 
the competition fair and equal. Apply to their pro- 
ducts the same rules that they apply to ours; if 
they tax our raw material, tax their manufactures, 
to the encouragement of ours; if they exclude our 
provisions, exclude their products; let our legisla-, 
tion keep pace with theirs: then our industry will 
be protected, foreign nations will be compelled to 
observe, practicably, the rule which they discard 
from their code but press into ours — “let things 
regulate themselves.” I shall be satisfied with any 
course if it is uniform. No regulation, or regula- 
tion against regulation. If these views, or any of 
them, are correct, it will not he thought unreason- 
able that the committee have recommended an ad- 
ditional duty on cotton and woollens of eight per 
cent it is not so much a protecting as a counter- 

vailing duty, to counteract the new duties imposed 
in France and England on our cotton and wool. Had 
these duties existed or been known at the time of 
forming our present tariff, it is but reasonable to 
believe that the duty would have been higher. The 
proposed addition is certainly moderate and consis- 
tent with every principle of national interest. The 
minimum has not been changed. It is proper here 
to remark that, by estimating all cotton goods to 
have cost 25 cents a yard, and assessing the duty on 
that sum, the coarser cottons of India have been 
excluded; and I beg the house not to lose sight of 
one fact, which is admitted by all to be true, that 
coarse domestic cottons are now made cheaper than 
they -mere ever imported. The remark is equally 
true of nails, and every other article of which this 
country commands the consumption. The domestic 
competition will have this effect oil every article. 
This fact ought to quiet the fears of gentlemen who 
affect to think that the encouragement of domestic 
industry tends to take from the many a bounty for 
the benefit of the few. 6uch has been the case 
in all other countries — those which 'exclude the 
importation of foreign fabrics, always undersell 
tlmse who leave things to regulate themselves. — 
The experience of nations, for ages, cannot de- 
ceive us; it is, at all events, not safe to adopt the- 
ories and reject the lights of history and experi- 
ence. Let us follow the course which has led 
other nations to greatness — it will be time to pre- 
fer theory to fact, to adopt the dreams of specula- 
tive writers, when we shall have discovered that 
the principles which make others rich, will im- 
poverish us; that the path which conducts others 
to wealth and power, will lead us to poverty and 
colonial dependence. In a word, that, if we sell 
more than we buy, if ©ur income exceeds our ex- 
penditure, we are ruined. That, if the farmer buys 
his goods from those who buy his produce, and give 
it u value at home which it has not abroad— he pays 
a bounty to the manufacturer. 

It will be observed that this bill recommends an 
additional duty on cottons from beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope, of 7 per cent, and of 10 on silks: — It 
Was dene for these reasons — that the countries 


whence these articles are imported consume none 
of our raw materials, afford no market for our pro- 
duce, employ none of the labor, and exhaust the 
spesie of the country. It is but fair that a prefer- 
ence should be given to the fabrics of those na- 
tions who receive from us something in return.— 
There was an additional reason why the committee 
thought it best to make this discrimination — It is a 
matter of serious complaint that the duties imposed 
by the French government on American tonnage* 
have nearly destroyed our commerce with France: 
It is now said to be cheaper to send a cargo there 
in a French ship and pay freight, than in one of our*s 
and pay none — the difference of the duties and 
charges is estimated at about 3,500 dollars a voy- 
age. This is another consequence of the peace in 
Europe; every nation is now desirous of reclaiming 
its own commerce, of carrying its own productions* 
and bringing back the articles it wants. We have 
had the carrying trade of the world; the protection 
of our flag was wanted; now every flag protects it- 
self 1 — the commerce of other nations will be increas- 
ed at the expense of ours. Regulations which are 
to produce this effect cannot be called hostile or 
unfriendly; they result from the desire which all 
| governments ought to feel of protecting there own 
interest: it is equally vain for us to expect eur com- 
merce to be what it has been as that the nations of 
Europe will give ours a preference to their own; 
(these are maxims reserved for our adaption.) — 
How to shape our course of legislation on this sub- 
ject, is a matter of extreme difficulty. Committees 
of this house have different plans; a system of com- 
mercial warfare is recommended, in the hope that 
France will relax in hers. We have thought it 
safest to make an appeal, not to her fears but to 
her interest— to give her a peace ottering by pre- 
fering hers to die fabrics of India, rather than to 
provoke by excluding her ships from our ports. — 
As it affects merely the manufactures of the coun- 
try, the latter would be the course to be pursued; 
for if, in the prosecution of this war of legislation, 
she should exclude our cotton, the raisers of it will 
join us in creating a market at home. In tbus re- 
commending the measure which is opposed to the 
interest of those for whose exclusive benefit the 
! committee are said to be acting, we hope to avoid 
the imputation of hostility to commerce. The na- 
vigation acts on your table are bold measures, de- 
signed to compel the two most powerful nations 
of Europe to give up their favorite systems of 
commercial and colonial policy, not the expedi- 
ents of yesterday or the moment, but settled, ma- 
tured, and acted on for more than a century — 
f which have entered into all their favorite plans 
of commercial and naval greatness. In such 
a contest there is much risked; if these measures 
produce the desired effect, I shall not be among the 
last to rejoice: but if theyTail — if, instead of saving 
they destroy your commerce, of producing a relax- 
ation, they only add rigor to the regulations they 
are intended to counteract, it shall not be charged 
on the committee of manufactures that it was a 
part of their system. Had these navigation acts 
emanated from us, I well know the clamor which 
would have been excited; as they have came from 
the commercial committee, they will be hailed by 
the mercantile interest as the means of restoring 
commerce, and I hope they may prove so; but having 
a different opinion, fearful that this measure would 
recoil upon us, destroying what it wap intended to 
save, we have inserted this feature in the bill. A 
duty of 25 per cent, is proposed on linen and a, mi* 
nimos of 25 cents. The rate proposed by the com* 
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mittee of ways and means in 1816, was 20 — it was 
fi xed at 15: 1 his is one of the most important items 
of domestic consumption— flax, the raw material, 
raised in all parts of the country, is not an article 
of export to any extent — linen is one of the most 
favored manufactures of England, it pays no excise 
for home consumption, — and the government pays a 
custom house bounty of 25 per cent, (on coarse fa- 
brics) when exported. Woolens and plain cottons re- 
ceive none — the duty on them therefore operates 
for the double purpose of revenue and a preference 
of ours over the imported article. But as to linen, 
the present duty only operates as a tax on our own 
consumption, being 10 per cent, less than the Bri- 
tish export bounty — affording, contrary to all prin- 
ciples of a wise policy, a decided preference for the 
foreign manufacture. It is impossible to imagine 
any sound reason for leaving this most important 
article so wholly unprotected. In the present ta- 
riff, if the committee have erred, it is in not pro- 
posing a still higher rate of duty— on coarse linen 
it only equals the bounty; and then, so far as re- 
spects the competition with our fabrics, makes it 
duty free— on the finer, it has some small operation 
as a protecting duty. This increase of duty on 
linen has caused much complaint. The house will 
now judge with what reason this bill is called an 
extravagant one. The other objections, wdien ex- 
amined, will be found to have no more foundation 
than this. 

The next clause proposes a duty of 30 per cent, 
on silk from India, 20 from other places — it now 
pays 15. No good reason could be discovered for 
so low a rate — it is an article used mostly by the 
rich; there is less danger of smuggling than on most 
others— it is imported only in large and valuable 
ships; and, if from India, is allowed to be landed 
only in specified ports. A very intelligent merchant 
from Boston, recommended a duty of 33 per cent, 
on all kinds, from every country alike; there will 
probably be no objection to the proposed increase. 
Raw silk is made duty free in this, though in the 
present tariff it paid the same duty as the manufac- 
tured. Printed books are at 35, the same as pro- 
posed by Mr. Dallas in 1816— they pay 15 at pre- 
sent. Paper and leather — the raw materials, are 
now at 30; the manufactured article should be 
higher as it gives employment to much of the labor 
and a market for many of the productsof the country. 
If imported for colleges, 5tc. they are duty freejiffor 
common sale, they are a most important article of 
consumption, and like others should be made at 
home; if* for mere amusement or works of taste, 
they are fair subjects of revenue: none can better 
afford to pay taxes than men of leisure and wealth. 
Jf any gentleman thinks a discrimination ought to 
be made so as to impose a lower rate of duty on 
works of science and mere literature, there will 
be no objection. The other items in this clause are 
generally at 35 per cent — the same as recommend- 
ed by Mr. Dallas, and in the present tariff are rated 
30. The house will thus perceive that on articles 
paying an ad valorem duty the proposed increase is 
generally from 5 to 10 per cent. If the only pro- 
tection offered by this bill to the national industry 
consisted in the mere rate of duties, they will be 
found not to come up to what are generally called 
protecting, but would be justified for the mere pur- 
pose of revenue. The committee were sensible 
that if all the protection nccessarv was in the impo- 
sition of high duties, that the cry of extravagance 
and smuggling might defeat their measures. They 
have thought the object could be better ac- 
complished by adding such provisions to the bill as 


would effectually secure the collection of the du- 
ties imposed, and so to apportion them as to pro- 
duce not only revenue by the consumption* but be, 
in some measure, a discrimination between the fo- 
reign and domestic manufacture. In this view we 
hope that all will concur. The mode of ascertain- 
ing the value of goods on which a duty is to be asses- 
sed, has been attended with much difficulty — an al- 
most constant war between the merchants and the 
officers of the customs, and has been often chang- 
ed. The original mode of ascertaining the value 
“at the time and place of importation,” prescribed 
by the act of lft/0, was the fairest and most equita- 
ble, as an ad valorem duty, it was in fact what it pur- 
ported to be — so much per cent, on the value. But, 
as a different standard of valuation has long since 
been adopted, it was thought best not so much to 
alter as to modify it. The mode proposed in this 
bill has been pursued — but the committee are not 
tenacious on this point. There is, however, one 
feature in this clause which is deemed of infinite 
importance to the manufacturing interests, and 
which the house must indulge me with explaining. 
It is the addition to the valuation, of all drawback*, 
bounties , premiums and allowances, which are paid by 
foreign governments on expoitation, and assessing 
the ad valorem duty on the aggregate value thus 
ascertained. It is somewhat singular that our sys- 
tem of imports, which is avowedly for the double 
purpose of revenue and the protection of our own 
manufactures, should have overlooked this provi* 
sion, which is indispensable for the latter. The 
house will at once perceive that if the foreign ex- 
port bounty equals our impost duty on the same ar- 
ticle, the duty is only a tax on the consumption of 
our own citizens — ihc foreign article comes into 
the'market on the same terms as the domestic; this is 
fully exemplified in the article of linen. The Bri- 
tish government pay the exporter 25 per cent, 
bounty; ours chnrgingthe importer, 2 6 percent, im- 
port duty, it thence becomes duty free. At the 
present duty of 15 per cent, the importer has a 
clear profit of 10 per cent, after paying our duly. 
This is, certainly, left-handed protection to ‘manu- 
factures. Hence it is, that, without enquiry into 
the cause, we are told you are unreasonable; no 
duties will satisfy you. The great reason why 
many of the present one3 arc incompetent is, that 
they are checked and rendered unavailing- by this 
artftil and masterly system of bounties and draw- 
backs. It is the true secret*by which to account for 
the immense wealth and pow'er of a nation whose . 
population but little exceeds our own. She is too 
wise to trust to imposts as the sole source of reve- 
nue-commands her own consumption, draws the 
chief support of her government by an excise on 
her manufactures — they afford materials and open 
new sources of commerce; her system of bounties 
enables her artificers to undersell other nations in 
their own ports, while her political economists mis- 
lead us by their speculative and ruinous theories. 
Tlic article of linen fully illustrates her policy. — 
Though her taxes and expenses are enormously op- 
pressive on the people, yet the makers of linen 
pay none, — po excise on their materials or manu- 
facture; to encourage this fabric, which unites the 
three great interests of agriculture, comine: ce 
and manufactures, she wisely apportions the bur- 
thens of her government so as to leave this unem- 
barrassed. This accounts for the cheapness of the 
article at home, and, added to the enormous h.mnty 
on the export, gives the true reason for undersell- 
ing us. Let the British abolish this system, let an 
article pay the same price for home consumption an 
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for exportation, it will then be seen there is not much 
difference between manufacturing' here anil there. 
One article pays an enormous excise, Another none 
— let them be equalised and neither have an ex- 
port bounty— in the aggregate it will be found that 
we could meet them in market, if not without any, 
with a small rate of protecting duty. Let cottons, 
Woolens and linens pay the same excise as glass, 
beer and spirits, and cost to the consumer in this 
country as much as they do in England — you would 
be called on for little further protection to our in- 
dustry. The manufacture of these articles pays 
no part of the expenses of their government, is 
burihened with no taxes— because they are the 
sources of their greatness, the machinery by which 
t hey draw to thmnselves the resources of all na- 
tions who purchase them; retaining us, their com- 
mercial, naval and political rivals, in a state of colo- 
nial vassalage. It would be right and fair to aim at 
once at this system, by adding to the ad valorem a 
specific duty equal to the bounty paid and draw- 
back of excise allowed on the exportation. Then 
«>ur duties might be called protecting ones, and be 
said to afford efficient protection to our manufac 
hires; then the competition would be, on national 
and individual grounds, a fair one; but the commit- 
tee, aware that this is the first attempt to introduce 
yuch a principle into our code, that it would not be 
prudent to attempt too much at once, only propose 
to consider the bounty and drawback as a part of 
the original cost or which the duty is to be asses- 
sed. To exemplify this— on linen a duty of twenty- 
five per cent, would only counteract the bounty; 
we recommend the addition of only one fourth of 
that amount. It is not to introduce a war of legis- 
lation, but in some measure to countervail the asso- 
ciation of their system; increased duties will be im- 
perative when they are evaded by increased boun- 
ties. I hope these principles will meet the appro- 
bation of the house; if they do not, all our laws 
will be varn — we had better say at once to those 
who want protection— “let things regulate them- 
selves ” If it is proper to act at all, we must act 
efficiently; the interests of our country are assailed 
by an enemy deep in his designs, persevering in 
iheir execution,’ governed by a spirit ever awake 
and watchful, deterred by no opposition subdued 
by no difficulties. The wisdom and the resources 
of a mighty empire directed to one great object, 
the supply of foreign nations with the articles of 
consumption, great as she is, We can meet her in 
open war, can beat her on the land, the water and 
in the cabinet— but succumb in legislation*, bfccome 
the dupes of hpr policy, quietly indifferent to the 
exhaustion of our resources, which How to her in 
one constant, increasing current. Our dependence 
on her almost daily increasing, she exulting in the 
successful operations of her policy, relieved from 
t he expense of governing us, enjovingall the bene- 
fits we could afford her as colonies. When other 
interests are endangered by foreign powers or re* 
gulation, you are not backwark in resisting them at 
the risk of a war*, if a ship or cargo is seized, a sea- 
man, native or naturalized; impressed, or discrimi* 
nating duties imposed on fbnnage, you do not 
leave things to "regulate themselves;” every tli'ng 
is protected, every thing defended; but manufac- 
tures — these alone are unworthy of national protec- 
tion. Decrees and orders in council that embarrass 
commerce, are not suffered to operate unmolested; 
but a system of bounties and drawbacks, destruc- 
tive not only of interests equally important, but in 
their consequences involving all in one common 
destruction, are practically opposed only by the fa- 


vorite maxim, leave us alone , let them regulate them - 
selves. I hope we shall extend it to all, or be con- 
sistent and apply it to none. We are independent 
in name, have the powers of self-government — but 
tamely content ourselves with being dependent on 
our rival for articles of necessity and the means of 
defence. We cannot clothe or arm our soldiers, 
build or equip a navy, without procuring from Eng- 
land the means. National pride and honor ought 
to revolt at the degrading reflection, 1 hope to 
see the day when, in full command of our con- 
sumption and means of defence, our resources re- 
tained at home, our great interests safe from fo- 
reign competition, we shall be in fact, as well as 
name, free and independent states. This consum- 
mation will not be brought about by folding our 
arms and leaving the industry of the country to 
regulate itself. It was nut thus that, in the first 
Punic war, you emerged from colonial dependence; 
that in the second, you successfully defended your 
dearest national rights, before we can be, wliat 
our resources enable us to attain, ydu must wage 
the third Punic war — not of arms, but of legis- 
lation: assail our rival where she is vulnerable, 
in the source of our greatest danger — her systems 
of bounties, drawbacks and premiums, and in her 
manufactures, where the congress of 1774 assailed 
her: go at least as far as self-defence will authorise 
— protect our own. 

The bill proposes an additional duty on hemp of 
twenty dollars per toil; it Was deemed necessary 
that for an article of the first necessity, without 
which we could neither build nor equip a ship, we 
should not be dependent, as we now are, for the 
supply on foreign nations. In case of a war all our 
naval preparation might besuspended until it could 
be produced here. It is so essential for national 
defence, that we must command enough for our own 
^consumption. Viewed as an agricultural produc- 
tion, which was formerly raised in great quantities 
in the western states, hut which has been destroyed 
by foreign competition, or as a manufacture, it 
equally deserves protection — at a time when our 
provisions, excluded from foreign markets, do hot 
command a price which pays the expense of cul- 
tivation -when the agriculture of the country ifc as 
depressed as its manufactures, it needs at least" so 
much protection as to enable it to compete with 
foreign productions. These reasons, it is hoped, 
wilLexempt the doty on this item from the cha-ge 
of hostility to agriculture. This article now pays 
a duty of thirty dollars a ton, the wholesale price 
of which is two hundred and forty dollars— equal 
to twelve And an half per cent, ad valorem— tlie 
proposed increase will be twenty-one per cent. 
If considered as a manufactured article, essential 
for consumption and defence; It is hoped that the 
propriety of the increased duty will be apparent, as 
it can be raised to an amount far beyond the demand; 
the domestic competition will make the increased 
price on the imported article but temporary. The 
same apply to the additional duty on cotton, and the 
further one which must meet with general assent.that 
if the manufacturers of cotton supply the country 
with their fabrics, they ought to use our own raw ma- 
terial and not import it from India. The cotton plan- 
ters must not indulge in fancied security. In 1817 
the foreign cotton imported and consumed in the 
United States, wa9 l,70p,000 pounds, in 1818 — 
4,000,000, in 1819 it amounted to 6,700,000: when 
they find it thus increasing, and France and F.ngland 
imposing high duties on its importation, they ought 
to be awakened to the necessity of at least securing 
the domestic market, not trusting entirely to tlit^ 
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•foreign. The day may not be very distant when 
they will find from experience that their fa\orite 
maxim of, “let us alone, '* will apply as little to agri- 
culture as it now does practically to commerce. 

I uow come to two items on which the house will 
not only expect but require me to say something, 
jluu and iron — one, infinitely interesting to the dis- 
trict, the other to the state 1 represent. It is best 
not to mince matters, but to speak plainly; this 
has been called a Pittsburg, a cut-glass bill, local, 
partial in its operations— and l have been charged 
with framing it from interested motives. Gentle- 
men had better be cautious how they use the word 
Pittsburg, as a name of reproach; it may be like 
the term whig, one of pride and not of disgrace. I 
tell the house frankly,- that 1 have not lost sight of 
the interest of Pittsburg, and would never perjure 
myself if 1 bad; but the cbaiges shall be met plainly, 
and if you are not convinced that the interests of 
that place are identified with the nation, that cut 
glass can be defended on national grounds, then 1 
agree, that Pittsburg, its representative, its favorite 
manufacture, and the tariff*, may go together. 1 
will rest the whole bill on this item, and freely ad 
mit that the increase of duty on glass, plain, not cut 9 
la among the greatest proposed. In selecting ar- 
ticles worthy of national protection, none are more 
eminently deserving of it than those the raw ma- 
terials of which are of no value for exportation 
the conversion of which, into articles for use, pro- 
duces something out of nothing — turns into ma- 
nufactures of the greatest value and beauty, the 
worthless produce of the earth — furnishes a mar- 
ket for the productions of the farmer, gives em- 
ployment not only to laboring men, but boys who 
would otherwise contract habits of idleness and 
vice. The foreign material bears to the manufac- 
tured article the proportion of twenty -five cents to 
one hundred dollars; the rest is the product of our 
• own soil — Small quantities of ashes, and lead the 
principal material, sand which is fit for no other 
purpose, not even to make mortar — stone coal, the 
machinery. In the days of our prosperity we have 
made to the amount of a quarter of a million of dol- 
lars worth in a year; it was so much money extract- 
ed from the bowels of the earth by the labor of 
hundreds, adding to the wealth and comfort of all 
within the sphere of its action. Now we make, 
1 may say, none. Will gentlemen tell me, who 
has profited by the change — The faipier, the la- 
borer; our country, or the foreign manufacturer? 
Plain glass now pays an impost duty of twenty 
per cent, it is proposed to raise it and make it 
specific, ten cents a pound. In England, the im- 
post duty amounts to a prohibition — made there, it 
pays for home consumption, an excise of £4 18*. 
sterling on the 100 weight — on exportation, there is 
a drawback of the excise, and * .custom bounty oj 
one pound five shillings sterling, making in all 
3t. equal to twenty-t ight cents a pound between 
the price to the consumer in Englapd and here. 
The custom house bounty alone amounts to near 
six eents a pound; and from this document, taken 
from the custom house in Boston, it appears that, in 
an invoice amounting to /129 in value, the British 
bounty amounts to 120 dollars, our import duty of 
20 percent, to 114, leaving a clear profit of* six 
dollars. With the addition of the excise drawback 
bn an invoice of 550 pounds sterling, the importer, 
after paying all export duties, freight, insurance, 
commission and all charges, makes a clear profit 
of 51/.— ?fl&s not this article peculiar claims on us 
for protection? The present duty is a mere tax on 
the consumer; it operates as no discrimination be- 


tween ours and the industry of other nations; but " 
leaves it to struggle against the effects of a posi- 
tive premium on importation. The proposed in- 
crease will not, as a protecting dgty, amount to 
more than twenty per cent, ad valorem — on cut 
glass it is only proposed to add five per cent.; the 
duty is now thirty. I am aware of objections to 
the duty on plain glass, and am sorry to find them 
come from manufacturers, glass cutters, not makers, 
but importers of* plain glass, who are not satisfied with 
thirty-five on cut glass, and represent plain as a 
raw material which ought to be duty free. In Pitts- 
burg, it is both made and cut, and the house will 
judge who is most actuated by national principles, 
which plan adds most to the sum of national wealth, 
industry and resources. Gentlemen are mistaken 
in supposing mine an iron making — it is an iron 
buying, iron consuming district. The time has 
been when 6000 tons were purchased annually, not 
one of which was made in the district: but to the 
state of Pennsylvania it is of the utmost importance 
— it is her staple manufacture; to the nation the all 
essential article for private consumption and pub- 
lic dtfence. It ought to he less interesting to ua 
wliether it requires protection, whether the estab- 
lishments for ^ts manufacture are declining or pros- 
perous — toe can and must supply ourselves. Every 
part of the union abounds with the raw material, it 
is perfectly worthless for all other purposes; not fit 
for roads. Tlie working vf it not only employs much 
of the labor, but furnishes a market for much of 
the produce of our soil: these good effects are not 
confined to a small space. An instance of this oc* 
curs, in the fact that the iron works in the interior 
of our state are supplied with bacon from Kentucky. 
The remark is true of this as of all other manufac. 
tures, that the farmer is among those who derive 
the most profit from their success. It is a matter 
of most perfect astonishment, that so important an 
article should have been not only so perfectly and 
wantonly abandoned by the present tariff, but 
pointedly selected for reprobation by a strange 
policy — which, whilst it raised the duties on roost 
other articles, reduced that on iron nearly 100 per 
cent. — From 1804 until 1815, it was at seventeen 
and an half per cent, and until 1816 at 15— a duty 
which might have saved these interesting establish- 
ments thus apparently destroyed by design: Pigs 
and castings in 1816, paid fifteen per cent, ad va- 
lorem; bar iron nine dollars a ton, equal to, say nine 
per cent, ad valorem; in I8l8the duties were in- 
creased to fifty cents a hundred on pigs, seventy- 
five on castings and bar iron: in this house it was 
raised to twenty dollars a ton by a majority of fbr- 
tv -seven, hut reduced in the senate to fifteen. Had 
the duty been a proportionate one in 1816, a rate 
lower than the one now proposed would have been 
sufficient to have insured a domestic supply; but 
the reports of the treasury present us with facts 
which call for immediate and efficient interference. 
In 1818 the importation of bar iron exceeded six- 
teen thousand tons — in 1819 it amounted to near 
twenty thousand. The decrease of ad valorem im- 
portations in this year has exceeded $19,000,000 r 
whilq the increase of bar iron has been near four 
thousand tons. Comparing it with cotton, there are 
many more national reasons for its protection — tlie 
materials of one can be exported, hut the other 
cannot: we send out of the country near $2,000,000, 
annually, for an article we could make at home, 
and out of materials perfectly worthless in them- 
selves. The rate of duty is not unreasonable in 
itself, or disproportionate to other items in this 
bill, or the old tariff. On the first of this month 
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the wholesale price of it was, according to the 
New York and Philadelphia prices current, from 
100 to 110 dollars a tom calculating on the price 
at the place of importation, the fairest mode of fix- 
ing an ad valorem duty, it would be only twenty- 
five per cent.; the same aspm cottons and woolens 
now, and eight per cent, less than is proposed— five 
less than on leather and paper, in the present, and 
ten less than is proposed in this bill on the former; 
considering it as an article abandoned in the for- 
mer tariff. That what will restore the declin- 
ing will not re-animate the dead; that, in the em- 
barrassment and distress of the last year, the im- 
portations have rapidly increased while others di- 
minish. I confidently hope that to affording to 
this a protection equal to other articles, no objec- 
tion will or can be made by those who pro/ett to be 
friendly to the lyttem. 

iron is certainly an article of necessity, but not 
more so than clothing; it is called a raw material — 
we would as soon apply this term to a ball of cotton 
yarn or a piece of brood cloth. This word raW 
material is strangely misunderstood. The glass 
cutter calls plain glass; the iron founder, pigs; the 
rope-maker, hemp and flax; the copper-smith and 
brazier, brass and copper in sheets and still bot- 
toms, raw materials; while the makers of these ar- 
ticles call thepi manufactures, and petition for pro- 
tection. I believe the safer rule is to consider that 
which is taken from the earth as the raw material, 
and every change in its form or value, by labor, as 
a manufacture, equally entitled to encouragement. 
It is certainly true policy to afford it to every thing 
which can be made at home, especially when the 
material can never become an article of export. 
The extent of the protection to be regulated by 
the amount of importation— the deficiency of re- 
venue supplied by an excise on the manufacture 
protected. The increased duty on molasses has 
excited much opposition and some feeling, of those 
who seem to consider it partial and oppressive. 1 
must ask a candid review of the principle on which 
' this bill has been framed, tfie situation in which 
the committee has been placed, and, with an as- 
surance that no feelings of mine can be grati- 
fied by bearing hard on my native oountry, beg 
them to look at this item on national grounds. — 
Pressed with petitions from every class of manu- 
facturers, praying for high duties on foreign arti- 
cles which interfered with theirs, sensible that 
something ought to be done; yet beset with diffi- 
culties *on all sides, unaided and alone, we were 
thrown on a forlorn hope. A partial, local system 
would have insured its own defeat — a general one 
might impair the revenue; to avoid that, to shape- 
our course to meet the interests of a nation so widely 
extended as this— one might almost say twenty-two 
different nations, divided at least into great sec- 
tions, some engaged almost exclusively in agricul- 
ture, some in commercial and manufacturing pur- 
suits, and some in all— was attended with uncom- 
mon trouble. We are not disappointed in finding 
other motives attributed to us, but disclaim all 
which are not founded on the general principles 
avowed by us. In proposing increased duties on 
the various articles in this bill, there seemed few if 
any on which so many reasons could be brought to 
bear. The article is bulky, cannot be smuggled, and 
aids the revenue— the Uansportation of it from the 
south employs as much shipping as from the West 
Indies— it cannot injure commerce; still less so if 
you adopt the navigation act which stops the inter- 
course with the British islands. View it as a pro- 
duce of the soil or a manufacture, it is as much en- 


titled to protection as any other. This bill tends 
to essentially aid the manufactures of the northern 
and middle states; it is but fair that they should 
exchange them for the productions of the south; 
buy from their customers, their friends and coun- 
trymen. As an article of domestic consumption, 
it is not of much importance; to a family which 
consumes twenty gallons in a year, the increased 
duty is one dollar. The wages of one child em- 
ployed in a factory, put in operation by this bill, 
which would otherwise be idle, would pay it in 
two ejays. If distilled, and the spirits exported, 
there is a drawback of the duty; if for home con- 
sumption, the fairness of the duty is at once appa- 
rent. The present duty on a gallon of the lowest 
proof rum is 42 cents — if distilled from molasses, 
it now pays 7$; at the proposed rate, 15 — there can 
be no rational reason for this great difference, when 
an article of consumption is made from a foreign 
material which can be produced at home. If the 
, domestic product is encouraged, the spirit distilled 
is duty free. With these strong reasons, the com- 
mittee could not overlook tins article — my mind 
is not better satisfied with any one in the bill; we 
could not, with any justice to ourselves, recommend 
to the house a system which should not embrace, 
as far as practicable, the interest of all alike; it it 
in vain to expect the concurrence of such a body 
as this to any measure of partial operation. Take 
any one item in this bill, some part of the countiy 
will object to it; and if confined to one alone, there 
would be a majority against every one. Gentle- 
l men must look to the whole, and not confine their 
enquiries to what bean hard on sectional interest— 
extend them to the benefits dcrivedr— viewed in this 
light, the balance will not be found against the part 
of the country from which the opposition to this du- 
ty principally comes. An increased duty of five 
cents a bushel is proposed on salt — most of the 
reasons which apply to othen will to this arti- 
cle, but there are some which do so exclusively; 
it is at all sound policy to command the consump- 
tion of our articles of necessity, it is emphatically 
so of this, which can be made any where, and for 
which, in a cessation of commercial intercourse, a 
most enormous price is imposed. It is a manufac- 
ture, the raw material of which is the ocean, the 

principal machinery the fire nature does the 

greatest part of the labor. It is an important 
item of revenue. The present price in the in- 
terior is from one dollar to one dollar fifty cents 
per bushel; on the sea coast say 70 cents — it is said 
that such a duty should be laid as may tend in some 
measure to equalize the cost to the consumer.* The 
duty on spirits is not altered— it is an important 
source of revenue and cannot be spared— the pre- 
sent rate is high; the committee wished to have 
increased it to prohibition; but it was not in their 
province to substitute an excise to supply the defi- 
cit of revenue. We well know that to take, in 
one item, $2,500,000 from an already exhausted 
treasury, would destroy the whole bill — yet 1 feel 
authorized to say tbit none would more cheer- 
fully concur in the prohibition of foreign spirits, and 
an excise on domestic, than the committee of ma- 
nufactures. It may be proper here to observe that 
that committee did hot act on the items in the 
bill printed in Italics, except brown sugar and mo- 
lasses; this list was furnished to us, with a view to 
revenue, by a gentleman whose situation brought 

•The bounties on the fisheries were increased by 
an amendment to the bill 25 per cent, on accoHiit 
of the increased duty cm salt. 
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that subject under his consideration; for any other 
purpose we have no anxiety to retain them. 

The fourth section allows a drawback of the 
duty on tin and copper when made up and export- 
ed; this is a new feature in our system, but deemed 
necessary for the double purpose of aiding the 
manufactures and commerce of the country. II 
would have been extended to other articles, but it 
was thought better not to make the bill too c6m- 
plicated, or to go too much into detail. The founda- 
tion once laid, it can be built on hereafter. The 
manufacture of these articles for the West India 
market, would be a source of employment to our 
labor, and profit to the employer, if enabled to 
compete with the same articles made and imported 
by others. With a duty of 20 per cent, our work- 
men would be excluded— with this drawback they 
come in on equal terms. These articles present 
the commencement of a system which we must 
some day adopt, and which will make the founda- 
tion of our prosperity unshaken. It consists in im- 
posing such an import duty as will secure us our 
home consumption; an excise on consumption, (for 
revenue); on the exportation, a drawback of excise; 
thus making the manufacture of one article exem- 
plify the policy and all the great objects of govern- 
ment. The remainder of the bill, except the 9th 
and 10th sections, is c »picd from the present law; 
those sections have been inserted with the sole 
view of guarding against frauds which exist to a 
very great extent, and which, if not checked, will 
completely counteract principles of vital import- 
ance to the system we have recommended. Fears 
Jiave been entertained that the 10th section will be 
injurious to the fair commerce of the country. It 
is not so intended, and can be so modified as to 
secure the objects of the committee, without injur- 
ing an interest equally worthy of national protec- 
tion as the one 1 am advocating. If it cannot, 1 
will consent to strike it out; for [ am no enemy to 
commerce.* This is not the time to make profes- 
sions— they will not be believed till the excitement 
occasioned by this, and the other bills reported by 
the committee, shall have subsided : when they are 
calmly examined, there will be found no evidence 
of a disposition to protect one at the expense of the 
other great interests of the nation : all are alike 
depressed, presenting equal claims on a govern- 
ment designed for the common benefit; struggling 
against foreign competition and regulations, all 
parts of the country require your protection. The 
committee, adopting the opinion of the treasury, 
that this was the proper time to effect a change in 
our internal relations, have not, in recommending 
this measure, overlooked these interests It makes 
ample provision for revenue; if the imports con- 
tinue the same as in 1818, the increased duties add 
85,800,000. It must be matter of conjecture how 
far the diminished importation will equal or exceed 
the increased duties — if the system of imports is 
alone to be relied on, if you will resort to no other, 
it is your duty to make the most of it — not to at- 
tempt to support it by loans and taking the sinking 
fund, as proposed by the committee of wavs and 
means. If you will cling to it, 1 hope ypu will not 
reject this bill because it aids manufactures as well 
as revenue — that those who are so sensitive on the 
state of the treasury and object to this, will pro- 
pose a better mode of apportioning the burthens 
on the consumer. Pass this bill, reduce the credits 
of the custom house, impose a duly on auction 

•This section was stricken out on t^e motion of 
>lr. B. r 


sales,— you want no loan; the cry of revenue will 
be hushed by an union of those who wish to fill the 
treasury and protect our own industry. But we 
understand each other Very well — revenue is one 
of the alarm bells to defeat this bill; those who 
raise it, well know that for the present its makes 
ample provision, but that for the future a new sys- 
tem must be adopted; one which must combine the 
protection of the great interest which they oppobe. 
As it is inevitable, it is better to come to it gradu- 
ally — if postponed till the voice of the country 
makes an imperative call, do not blame us if the 
revulsion is sudden and the shock violent. In five 
short years your impost has diminished from tliirtv- 
six millions to sixteen, more than three millions of 
which is now in suit. Your expenditures are t wen- 
ty-six millions, in a state of peace. It requires no 
spirit of prophecy to tell that the income will not 
meet the expenses; — you must resort to new means; 
to internal taxes, to excise. In using .these words 
I will not be misunderstood: by internal taxes I 
mean not direct ones on land, but on auctions, 
pleasure carriages, watches, expensive furniture, 
&c.; in other words, those taxes on the rich and 
money-making classes of society which were re- 
pealed two years ago, when a temporary overflow, 
ing of the treasury induced you to abandon the 
original financial system of revenue, and trust alone 
to imposts. By excise 1 mean a tax on the domes- 
tic manufacture which is protected from foreign 
competition. Excise has been an odious term, but 
it will soon be understood and divested of its ter- 
rors. To the consumer it makes no difference whe- 
ther he pays to the merchant two dollars impost on 
a pair of boots, or the same amount of excise to a 
shoemaker; to a farmer, whether he pays five dol- 
lars impost on his coat, or five dollars excise to the 
manufacturer. There is indeed one difference, and 
that contains the sum and substance of political 
economy — he can pay the manufacturer in wool and 
provisions . The merchant he must pay in money— 
he must remit it to England; she excludes our pro- 
duce undraw material. This illustrates the differ- 
ence between impost and excise; the first turns the 
whole attention of the government to encourage 
the importation of foreign productions, as the 
means of imposing a tax on the consumer. If the 
country commands its own consumption, importa- 
tion and imposts cease— now every thing becomes 
subservient? to revenue and to commerce as the 
means of transporting the instruments of taxation. 
Such a system necessarily checks, if not destroys, 
our internal industry. Domestic manufactures pay- 
ing no tax, the encouragement of foreign is the 
inevitable consequence. 

Whether this system is beneficial to the nation, 
is no longer a matter of opinion, but of history. 
The late war totally destroyed the imposts; you were 
left without revenue; foreign importation ceasing, 
the manufactures of the country sprung up and 
flourished. Amid all the pressure and privations 
of the war, the people grew rich and were able to 
pay taxes to the amount of 12,000,000 in one year. 
How much could they afford to pay now'? The peace 
found the national resources untouched, the nation 
strong, and the people contented; while the war du- 
ties continued there were no complaints; revenue 
was abundant; commerce flourished; manufactures 
prospered; farmers rolled in wealth; — not a murmur 
was heard against taxes; even when you repealed 
them, there was but one solitary petition on your ta- 
ble praying for the measure. It was most strange af- 
ter this experience ofthe salutary effects of the then 
state of things, that thefe should have been a re- 
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ourrence to the old system, which must be again 
abandoned on every fluctuation of our commerce 
and foreign relations — which can never be perma- 
nent, but is in its nature temporary; resulting from 
the chapter of accidents, relied on by no nation but 
ours, and by us found insufficient by experience. 
Even at this moment, when our opponents are so 
alarmed about it, we have made up our minds to 
vote for a loan after this bill shall have been de- 
feated, for fear it will impair this noble and beau- 
tiful system of impost. You will, before you ad- 
journ,* contradict your declaration, that the system 
is good and the revenue sound by a «be it enact- 
ed/* and the legislative declarations of the three 
branches of government pronounce that it is found 
wanting. This is no time for concealment; the 
house will not understand me as attempting to dis- 
guise my views on this subject: If national indus- 
try is ever to be protected; if we are ever to com- 
mand our own consumption, the system of revenue 
must be changed — pan impost, pail excise. While 
you rely exclusively on the first, it is in vain to ex- 
ect that sound measures of national policy can ever 
e adopted. A temporary check on foreign importa- 
tions may, for a time, give a favorable turn to the 
labor of the nation; but, in their recurrence, our 
establishments must fall. Do nothing, or do some- 
thing permanent and efficient, so that there may be 
some assurance that the national industry will not be 
exposed to abandonment by every varying motion of 
foreign policy. Hettove a confidence novt detlroyed; 
bottom your revenue on the manufactures of the 
country; ,then both are placed on a foundation 
which combines the support of the government 
with the best interests of the nation. We are told 
this bill will destroy commerce : this is not an un- 
expected alarm; it was raised when the last tariff 
was passed; it is equally loud when any measure is 
proposed which adds a cent or a dollar to a duty on 
importation. Joined with smuggling, we shall al- 
ways hear the cry repeated when any measure is 
proposed not tending to the exclusive benefit of 
that interest. 1 had indulged a hope that, at this 
time, when the commerce of the country was as 
prostrate as our manufactures— when both are 
pressing us for protection from the same dangers — 
that its friends would have made common cause, 
and joined in a common struggle for self-preserva- 
tion. The hope was not a sanguine one; commerce 
has been too long a pet, the spoiled ehild of go- 
vernment, to think there are any other interests 
worth protecting. The mere creature of legisla- 
tion, raised to importance by our laws and Ithe 
expenditure of a great portion of our revenue for 
its support, commerce has presented herself as the 
Atlas which supports the government, the country, 
and all its great interests ; now, it seems, she can- 
not support herself. Yet, while approaching you 
in a suppliant posture, praying for a bankrupt law 
to save. her merchants, navigation acts, her ship- 
ping — she still retains the spirit, still thinks that all 
legislation must be for her benefit — boldly claiming 
the rights of primogeniture — loudly protesting that 
any tiling done for the other children of the nation 
is her destruction. While this is commerce “I am 
against it;** but if she claims equal protection, or 
even a double portion in her favor, 1 will go as far 
any man in this house to support the fair trade of 
the country. Important as 1 think manufactures, 
commerce is no less so; but I must be understood 
as not meaning that commerce which is confined to 
the export of raw materials and the import of ma- 
nufactures for home consumption, which adds no- 
^hing to the labor and wealth oi the nation — only 


draws from the consumer what he ought to retain 
at home, our resources, to enrich other nations; — 
but that commerce which, by the carrying trade, 
the export of foreign produce and our own tnanu- 
factures, draws wealth Jrom oihi'ie to vt; equally 
promoting the great interests of the country. The 
friends of commerce may boast of its importance 
and profits, yet they well know that even to the 
merchant, the export of provisions and import of 
goods for domestic consumption, has been a losing 
business. Examine their ledgers for the last thirty 
years; they will find it would have been cheaper to 
have bought bills than to remit produce. 1 well 
know that the export of produce dow n the Ohio 
has been unproductive; the first cost has never 
came back to our country. The history of the 
country, the public documents on your table, prove 
the fact as to the sea-ports, that the only profitable 
commerce has been the carrying-trade — the re-ex- 
port, the drawback system, the same for which a 
permanent foundation has been laid in this bill. 

It is admitted that the most flourishing period of 
our commerce was from 1802 to 1812, the best ” 
years 1806 and 1807; it has been declining since 
the peace— 1816 and 1817 very bad years; the 
worst was 1818; yet the average amount of exports 
for the first period was less than in 1818 by one 
million. There was this remarkable difference : 
from 1802 to 1812 the average exports amounted 
to 69,171,000 

Domestic produce, 38,157,000; foreign, 31,014,000 
1818, whole amount of exports, 70,142,000 

Domestic prod. 50,976,000; foreign, 19, 165,' ;00 

1806, nett revenue, 16,081,000; drawb’ks, 9,709,000 

1807, „ 16,493,000; „ 9,995,000 

1818, revenue rec*d 25,832,000; drawb’k, 3,343,000 

1816, „ 32,786,000; „ 4,830,000 

1817, „ 22,082,000; „ 5,937,000 

These facts present you with a history and account 

for the rise and decline of commerce as well as manu- 
factures; they require no comment, but afford much 
for reflection : they show the kind of commerce 
worth protecting, in which 1 will be Rebind no one 
at all hazards, even of a war. Left now only in the 
enjoyment of the export of our produce and the 
importation of articles for consumption, we are 
losing the carrying trade — not for the want of laws 
to protect it, but for this evident reason, that the 
commercial nations of Europe can be their own car- 
riers, import directly from their own colonies : they 
are not to to be diverted by navigation acts; other 
means must be adopted to restore our commerce 
and give employment to our shipping. We must 
do as all other nations have done — make ourselves 
carriers by creating materials for trade. None ever 
become so by being tbe consumers of the manufac- 
tures of others. In a settled state of things, com- 
merce cannot exist without manufactures — the one 
is the basis and affords the materials of the other. 
While it is thought bad policy to supply ourselves, 
we cannot expect to supply others — it is in vain to 
hope for employment for our ships when we have 
nothing to export which will pay expenses;— equal- 
ly vain to place our faith in measures intended to 
coerce its employment by other nations, in opposi- 
tion to their interest. Ships, commerce, and colo- 
nies, is their maxim. It would be ours in like cir- 
cumstances. 

The agricultural class of the country seems 
alarmed at this bill; with what reason it is certainly 
difficult to divine. Their situation is not more en- 
viable than that of the other great interests. The 
ports of Europe and the British West Indies are 
closed against their provisions; some arc actually 
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. imported for our own consumption. Havana has 
teen a good market — the last accounts from that 
place represents the “market completely glutted 
with provisions. Itice dull at g5; flour g 13, du- 
ties g9; upwards of 20.U00 barrels had arrived 
there from ports in France, and from St Andero, 
in Spain, and further supplies expected from the 
same quarter.” Wheat, in the interior, 37$ cents 
a bushel; flour at your farms go, and g4 in the sea- 
ports,*— excluded from foreign markets, you com- 
plain that we are about creating a domestic one. 

Thus it is when the time has arrived in which all 
the great interests in the country, being equally 
prostrate, and one general scene of distress per- 
vading all its parts, there was a reasonable hope of 
a union of sentiment, and a common effort to re- 
store us to what we were — when the path we pro- 
pose is consistent with the experience of all nations 
as well as our own, we arc met on all sides with the 
chilling cry of, let vs alone ,* leave to regulate our - 
reive*. You have regulated yourselves till legisla- 
tion is necessary to restore. Remember, if the 
revenue has failed, if commerce is without employ- 
ment, and agriculture has no market, manufactures 
have not caused it. One would think, in hearing 
the various cries of danger from this source, thal 
they were progressing with giant strides, till their 
interest had became a Brobdinagian among the Lil- 
liputs. It seems to be forgotten that it is writhing 
almost in the agonies of death; far from being able 
to injure others, it cannot save itself; and is as 
low as its worst enemies could wish it. All have 
alike sunk beneath the effects of foreign policy and 
your indifference — laid low alike — struggling side 
by side. The three great interests of the country 
are to be restored only by your interference — they 
call to you in sepulchral tones, equally to warn you 
v of past errors and imploring for future aid. But, 
sir, listen to all alike — do not let revenue, crying 
for a loan, commerce, for bankrupt and naviga- 
tion acts drown the voice of manufactures, asking 
for protection. Do not, after imparting your fa- 
tors with a liberal hand to the others, reply to the 
calls of this great interest “regulate yourselves.” 
Vow will not say so to commerce — you will give 
her regulations, and enter on a legislative commer- 
cial war for her protection. But you will poorly 
answer to the nation for your partiality;— that it is 
of no national importance -who produces , rmises t or 
makes our articles of consumption ; that may regulate 
itself: It is alone worthy of our interference vho 
Shad bring them here from foreign countries. That 
we will regulate. 

We have been called on by the gentleman from 
South Carolina for the evidence on which the com- 
mitted have acted. Of the description referred to 
in his resolution we have nonej and I tell that gen- 
tleman plainly, that the committee of manufactures 
have not acted, and would not act, on the state- 
ments, or even the affidavits, of interested persons. 
Others may make motives for us — but we shall not 
avow what we disdain. I refer him for the infor- 
mation on which we have acted, to the commercial 
codes of other countries, — our own official docu- 
ments from the treasury — to the able reports of the 
the committee of commerce, of the secretary of the 
treasury, and to one which deserves particular no- 
tice from being presented by himself— the bill re- 
ported by the committee of ways and means in 
1816. I repeat it, that the profit of manufactures 
has not been our leading motive, but the public 
national interest; this nation must command its oitm 
cutytmptifin arsd the means of defence. The treasu. 


ry report tells us that the ad valorem' imports bf 
1818 are £58.000,000, our domestic exports only 
£50,000,000. This must be changed; we must buy 
less than we sell. There is one domestic work on 
political economy, better than any imported ,* con- 
taining more sound political maxims than anv t 
ever read. The almanacs of “Richard Saunders.** 
He says, “if you keep taking out of the meal chest 
and put nothing in, it will become empty.** 

This is the state of the nation; an enormous 
flood of importation has swept before it the indus- 
try of the country; 36,000,000 of imports a year 
have exhausted its resources— it is literally empty. 
Look where you will you find property depressed, 
produce declining, laborers seeking employment, 
— nothing increasing but debts and suits, and forced 
sales. The sound of a hammer does not disturb 
you, unless the constable’s, sheriff's, or auctioneer’s. 
It the petitions on your table do not give you the 
true cause of this,— if, when manufacturers, and far- 
mers are joining in their applications for the protec- 
tion of national industry, you want other evidence of 
the general distress— let each member of this house 
say what is the situation of his Own district. Many 
of them have seen manufactures flourish; did farm- 
ers then suffer? Has their practical operations 
ever been injurious to any portion of the country ? 
We have tried the systems of supplying ourselves 
and depending on foreign nations; those who have 
seen the effects of both can best judge of the me- 
rits of this bill. But if you want other evidence 
by the cause of this universal distress, and to find 
out an effectual remedy, do not disregard the unani- 
mous opinion of the legislature of New-York, ex- 
pressed in instructions to her delegation here. This 
is the voice of 1,200,000 freemen. When a nation 
thus complains, we are not to enquire if women and 
children cry. Pennsylvania speaks in a still more 
decided tone — not of instruction or complaint, but 
by a stop lav to prevent the sale of real and per- 
sonal property in execution, unless it sells fortwo- 
thirds of its appraised value. It is time to reflect 
when such a state speaks in language like this. 
Five years ago 9he was the richest in the union; 
her property was valued under your authority at 
346 millions- New-York at 273 millions; she has 
been and yet is a proud state— fertile in resources, 
strong in her institutions, she stood the shock of 
the revolution, the consequent peace, the embargo, 
and the late war, unhurt. Rut she could not with- 
stand the destruction of her manufactures, the 
prostration of her industry, the deluge of importa- 
tions, your enormous imposts; she has yielded to 
the pressure of general distress, and, for the first 
time in her history, has been obliged to resort to a 
stop law to 9ave the persons and property of her 
citizens. All must regret the necessity — the other 
states have not resorted to the same measure: they 
may have as much necessity. One county in Virginia, 

I see by the paper of to-day, has passed a stop law 
of its own, by refusing to appoint any officers to 
enforce the collection of <jebtf. Sir, this state of 
things affords abundant evidence of the necessity 
of your acting. You have tried the present system 
till all the interests of the country are alike destroy- 
ed. Give this one afair trial — you can be no worse, 
unless you persevere in a policy whieh was found- 
ed on a state of things which no longer exists — 
which will increase the national distress in propor- 
tion to its continuance. Adopt a system founded 
on those plain practical principles which have been 
sanctioned by experience, and can never be de- 
stroyed by a storm, which will pass t^e country 
unhurt*. 
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The navigation acta have been passed; the West 
India, with one dissenting vote in the senate— in the 
house, by a vote of ayes 94, noes 25: the French, 
without discussion or even a division in either house 
— there was one no heard in the house of repre- 
sentatives. This furnishes a good practical eornr- 
mentary on the favorite maxim of “leave thing3 
alone” — it cannot be expected to puss without 
comment. No subject will better explain the ac- 
tual policy of this government in relation to their 
internal concerns. The French navigation act 
lias been called for by the great body of merchants, 
who complain that the French tariff excludes en- 
tirely the employment of American shipping: to 
counteract this, we have imposed a duty of eighteen 
dollars a ton on French vessels arriving after the 1st 
of July next. It is well to compare the discrimi- 
nating duties of the two nations. Our tonnage duty 
is fifty cents light money, thegame in all— one dol- 
lar a ton on foreign ships; the French is ninety cents 
—ten cents less than her ships pay here. The 
French duty most complained of is on the import 
of our produce — we impose an addition to the 
rates of duties of ten per cent, on all goods import- 
ed in foreign vessels of those nations who have no 
convention with us. France imposes on cotton, a 
duty of four dollars r hundred imported in French 
ships, five dollars and fifty cents in foreign; if from 
an entrepot, five in French, five dollars and fifty 
cents in foreign vessles. Tobacco, in French ships, 
free— foreign, one dollar a hundred. To ascertain 
who is the aggressor in this contest, who first began 
this discrimination on tonnage and goods, whether 
it is in self-defence or from a spirit of monopoly, 
and on which side, may be some time worthy at 
least of examination, if the conduct of France has 
been unprovoked, if she first began this warfare, 
and we are on the defensive, and prefer retaliation 
to reducement, there are two modes of counteract- 
ingit — a tonnage duty; which would exclude French 
shipping, ora duty on their manufacture s, which 
would compel them to reduce theirs on our raw mate • 
rial. The first has been adopted — its operation is 
only in favor of the merchant; the second was re- 
jected; it would have benefitted the manufacturer 
and the farmer, and been of equal service to com- 
merce. The heavy discriminating duty is on our 
produce , not tonnage. The principle of equal pro- 
tection should have embraced all interests alike— 
it has been confined to the carrier the producer; and 
the manufacturer has been overlooked. The rights 
•f primogeniture have been successfully asserted, 
and unanimously sanctioned. Will France give 
way or retaliate? In the latter event, let the agri- 
culturist look to the exclusion of his produce; the 
shipping interest can only be reached through the 
products which give it employment— tl»e cotton 
planters have unanimously opposed the protection 
of manufactures and advocated the navigation acts; 
they have thrown their entire weight into the scale 
of commerce. The coneumpdon of their cotton was 
unworthy of their notice. The carrying of it has 
induced them to join in a commercial war which 
may terminate against their interests. Mr. Galla- 
tin states that we imported ••60,000,000 of the 
produce of French industry, more than two thirds 
the produce of modes and luxuries manufactured 
at Paris, and of Lyons’ silks exported from Havre, 
exclusive of wines, brandies and dried fruits, and 
other articles of that nature.” One would think 
that this fact would have assured to a statesman 
the point in which to attack France. Exclude her 
manufactures from our iparket, or impose a duty 


equal to hers. That however seems not to be con- 
sistent with the rules of political economists — it 
would give employment to our laborers, infuse life 
and new spirit into our manufacturers. A reduc- 
tion of import duties would increase the price of 
the raw material to the farmer diminish it to the 
consumer of the manufacture — these are considera- 
tions which have excited no attention. The great 
national contest now is, whether the duties shall be 
the same, whether imported in French or Ameri- 
can vessels. Let the cotton, tobacco aiW rice plan- 
ter look out. The day may come when the sugar 
planter may find it would have been as well to have 
excluded the produce of the British islands, as the 
carrying of it in British vessels 


Foreign Articles. 

GREAT BRITAIN AMD IRELAND. 

Jjondon dates of April 25. 

The new parliament assembled on the 21st of 
April. Charles Manners Sutton was re-eleoted 
speaker. The disturbances have subsided at Glas- 
gow and its neighborhood. The queen lias been 
publicly and solemnly recognized in her rights, by 
the lord chancellor, vice chancellor, and chief jus- 
tice, by accepting Messrs. Brougham and Denman 
as her counsel, giving them precedence and rank 
as such. But the ministers, as yet, have not called 
the king’s wife, queen; and she is still rejected — 
by the prayers of the church! 

Sir Thomas Lawrence, knight, has been elected 
president of the royal academy, in the room of the 
late Benjamin West, esq. 

Sir Alexander McKenzie, famous for his travels 
in North America, died in Scotland on the 12th of 
March last 

One of the Dublin journalists makes it out to 
be quite an important affair, that the king lately 
drank ^prosperity to old Ireland” in a bumper of 
whiskey punch! 

It scommon, Galway and Mayo counties, in Ire- 
land, are still in a very disturbed state, though se- 
veral persons have been executed as “ribbon- 
men.” 

Trials for treason and sedition are going on in 
many parts of the United Kingdoms. 

The witnesses on the trial of Thistle wood deci- 
dedly proved the design of the conspirators to 
murder the ministers, without discrimination, and 
fire London in several places; to employ the citizens 
until they could rally enough of the disaffected to 
make a stand against the troops, &c. The plot was of 
as horrible a character as that planned soon after the 
“revolution” by William III. in which, however, the 
legitimate succeeded to massacre the clan of Glen- 
coe— except that the people of Glencoe were inno- 
cent compared with the intended victims of This- 
tlewood and his associates. 

Sir Charles Woolesly and the rev. Mr. Harrison, 
have been tried and found guilty of intending to 
excite commotions at a meeting at Stockport, £c. 

FRANCK. 

Count Clauzel lately sailed from New York for 
Antwerp — he is still under sentence of death par 
contumace. 

The prefect of the police has directed that a 
watchful eye shall be kept over bajlad makers! 

A Paris paper of April 2, gives a story about an 
attempt that was made to assassinate Monsieur (the 
j king’s brother), when he visited the church of St. 
Denis, alone, to indulge his paternal sorrow at the 
tomb of his son, the duke of Bern. The tale says, 
l that a ruffian, arm fid with a brace of pistols, loaded 
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Vo their muzzles, forced his way to monsieur, by The king*and his wife now frequently appear on 
overpowering 1 the woman who has the custody of the Padro, with confidence, and are received by the 
the church, bdt that her screams brought a couple people with a degree of respect and attention that 
of gens d’arffl* to her rescue, who seized the cub is rarely the lot of crowned beads, 
prit, &c. The effect of this circumstance on the The militia of Spain is armed — a camp has been 
king’s Vealth, is said to have been almost fatal. formed at Villa Franca, which will remain until the 
A tetter says— “Paris, after dusk, almost resem- new government is fully organized. Three bishops 
bl^y a besieged city. At every forty yards on the and the arch bishop of St. Jaques, have fled to Por- 
Boulevard the passengers encounter a patrol of tuga). Efforts to destroy the constitution appear 
Jive soldiers, a corporal and four privates, two of to be making in some places; but they will not avail 
the latter being French and two Swiss. The same anything, unless to create a disturbance which 
arrangement is observed by all the guards when- may cost Ferdinand his throne, 
ever mounted; one half natives and the other half It is doubtful whether those Spaniards who serv- 
are foreigners. This betrays the distrust of the ed in the “intrusive government, ” as that of Joseph 
government and excites much rancour against the Bonaparte is called, are entitled to return to Spain 
disaffected, who boast, that 12,000 Swiss would under the amnesty. 

be of small avail, were the time come for pres- Some persons have been arrested for attempting 

sing their views. There is always a guard at the to corrupt certain soldiers at Madrid, to bring 

palace royal; but at night the quadrangle is lite- about a counter revolution. 

rally surrounded with troops. All tbe public build- south amkrica. 

sngs and important stations are Kkewise strongly We have the oftichd account of the capture of 

guarded. In short, eveiy thing bears tl»e marks of Rio de la Hache, by Brion’s squadron; no opposition 

an approaching convulsion, especially should the was made. 

throne become vacant The events in Spain has Hon Luis Lopez Mendez, plenipotentiary for the 
produced an electrical sensation.” governments of Venezuela and New Granada, now 

The following laughable thing is from a late called the republic of Columbia, has resisted an idea 
Paris paper — A peruke maker, coming out of the thrown out in one of the London papers, that the 
Montesque Baths, luul been taken up and carried South Americans will unite themselves to Spain, 
to the office of police, for whistling in the street, under her constitutional government; and, from his 
There, to bis astonishment, he was informed of the statement, it does not at all appear probable that 
existence of a conspiracy, and that the conspira- the cortes will be more successful in reclaiming 
tors, who usually assembled in the neighborhood of the former possessions of Spain than Ferdinand has 
the Palais Royal, made themselves known to each been. The following are among the reasons assign, 
other by whistling. Although well known, the poor cd by Mr. Mendez: 

peruke maker was not released until he had fur- 1st. The cortes declared war against South Ame- 
nished several sureties. rica, and carried it on during the whole time they 

Frankfort , April 6. M. Lavalette is still in Bava- were in power, during which time they sent against 
ria. This man, whose misfortunes and deliverance us about thirteen thousand troops, according to 
have made So much noise in Europe, is in a singu- the detailed report laid before the cortes by the 
lar situation. His pardon has been granted him minister O’Donoju. 

by the king, but he has not yet received official 2d. The cortes obstinately refused even to lis- 
notice of it, and cannot return to his country. On ten to the proposals of the deputies from South 
the other hand, he is exposed to very unjust suspi- America. 

cions in Germany; where, not knowing the cause 3d. The cortes constantly refused the freedom 
of his protracted stay, they accused him of want of trade to South America, 
of attachment to his heroic wife, whose health he 4th. They twice raftised the mediation proposed 
should be willing to purchase at the expense of his by the English government, who appointed three 
own life. [It has been stated that she is in a state F.ngliah commissioners for that purpose, one of 
of derangement.] them commodore, now admiral Cockburn. 

rpain. 5th. They did not consent to prohibit the slave 

Ferdinand ha* again made a public declaration trade, 
that he swore to the constitution spontaneously 6th. The cortes approved and supported the -op. 
and in a voluntary manner. The reason of this pressive and cruel measures of Abascal, Peru, and 
was, that a monk had sought to prove that the oath Hcncgu, in Mexico, in utter violation of the consti- 
miglit be annulled! tuiion. 

Qniroga, the gallant deliverer of Spain, was so 7ti«. The cortes sanctioned the most scandalous 
affected by his reception at Cadiz, that he burst violation of the capitulation entered into by gene- 
into tears, when the governor, in the presence of a ral Miranda and the governor of Montaverva, in Ve- 
vast multitude, forced upon his head a crown of nezuela, and the cruelties practised by this Spanish 
laurel and roses; but the people were half frantic chief in those provinces. The above general Mi- 
with joy and rent the air with shouts. randa and many other patriots were sent from Moiv- 

When Mina was at Paris, Ferdinand’s ambassa- taverva to Spain, and the cortes, without granting 
dor hired a woman to watch his motions and com- them any trial, put the one in the dungeons of the 
municate intelligence; but an attachment was soon Caracca, in Cadiz, where he died in 1816; four of the 
formed between her and Mina, and instead of being others were plunged, by order of the cortes, into 
a spy she became his firm friend, and accompanied the dungeons of Ceuta, whence they escaped, and 
him in his flight to Spain* on the news of the break- passed over to Gibraltar; the governor of which 
ing out of the revolution. place delivered them up to the Spanish govem- 

A new Spamth journal publicly proposes to in- ment; and lastly, by the interference of tho Enf^ 
sert all the passages which may be struck out of the lish government, they were released, and sent by 
French newspapers at Paris, by the censors of the the Spanish government to Gibraltar, and fmm 
press! What a change / It is very possible that there they happily returned to their own country, 
the circulation of Spanish gazettes may be prohi- Finally, in the constitution formed by the cortes. 
bited in Franctfl! fin order to diminish tli$ number of Sjpuh AmeckaJ) 
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representatives, it was declared that no native of 
Eolith America, whose origin could in the mo9t 
remote degree be traced to Africa, should enjoy 
the right of citizenship, and should not be enume- 
rated among the number of 70,000 persons for whom 
a representative might be returned to the cortes. 

Lima. An officer of the U. S, frigate Macedo- 
nian, describing Lima and speaking of the mint, 
say* that the machinery, of British manufacture, 
cost 8)0,000 dollars, and that fifteen dollars are 
coined thereby in a minute. 


CHUONICLE. | 

The president of the United States left Washing- j 
ton city on Monday last, on a visit to his seat in Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr. De JSTetiville, the French minister, has left 
Washington, to embark at Annapolis, for France. 

Mr. Vn^sylh. it is reported, arrived at Bordeaux on 
the 19th of April, from Madrid, on his way home. 

A messenger from the new government of Spain 
has arrived at Washington city, with despatches 
for general Vivcs. 

The flag-staff at Detroit, from which gen. Hull 
caused the “star 9pangled banner” to descend in 
August, 1812, lately fell during a storm. No flag 
had floated upon it since — it was suffered to remain 
«a3 a monument of the cowardly surrender of De- 
troit.” 

The U. S. schooner Nonsuch, lieut. com'dt Tur- 
ner, anchored in Hampton Roads the 2id ult. about 
-5 o’clock, from Rio de la Plata, last from Havana, 13 
days from the latter. 

Died, on the 10th ult. at Philadelphia, Samuel 
TVheelei', Esq. aged nearly 78 years. He was one 
of those who committed the first overt act of “high 
treason” against his majesty George III. south of 
New- York, He was busily occupied during the 
revolution — sometimes in the field, and he made 
-cannon of bars of iron, far exceeding brass ord- 
nance of similar calibre, in lightness, and distance, 
and accuracy of effect. The first that he made was 
in Philadelphia; it was the admiration and pride of 
the American army; was captured at the battle of 
Brandywine, carried to EngUnd and deposited in 
the tower of London 

near Germantown, N. J. Frederick Peckle, 

aged 105 years. When he was 94. he cut with a 
cradle 500 sheaves of rye in a day At 97 he went 
iyto the woods and split 100 chesnut rails in less 
than a day He was regular and temperate in his 
habits, and en joyed good health until within about i 
a year before his death. The wife of his youth, 
of about 90 years of age, is still living, and they 
had lived in the marriage state 70 years. 

The Irresistible. Ten persons of the late crew 
of this vessel were sentenced to death at Richmond, 
on Monday last, by the circuit court of the United 
Stales — the chief justice president. The time fixed 
for their execution is the 9th instant. 

New- Orleans. General Bissel has ordered de- 
tachments of the regular army from St. John’s and 
Baton Rouge to New-Orleans, to resist an attempt 
that has been threatened to rescue the pirates now 
confined there under sentence of death. 

Salt water. The whole western country seems 
to be w/K/cr-flowed with salt water. Some late 
borings through the rock, at depths of* from 259 
to 317 feet, at Oannonsburg, Pa. have been com- 
pletely successful. 


The name s of onr vessels. Most of our readers' 
doubtless recollect a resolution OV congress, passed 
at the session before the last, establishing a system 
according to which the armed vessels# the United 
should be named; their appellations Wing been 
previously thereto selected at the pleasih^ Q f the 
navy department or of the officers subordinate to it. 
The resolution itself being of nfo great length, we 
copy it, to refresh the reader's memory: 

“Resolved. by the Senate and house of represent*, 
five* oj the United Slates of America* in congress 
sembled* That all the ships of the navy of {the Unit- 
States, now building or hereafter to be built , 
shall be named by the secretary of the navy, under 
I the direction of the president of the United States* 
according to the following rule, to wil: those of 
the fim class shall be called after the states of the 
union; those of the second cl&9s, after the rivers; 
and those nf the third class, after the principal ci- 
ties and towhs; taking care that no two vessels in 
the navy bear the same name.” 

We understand that, in execution of the plan 
contained in the preceding resolution for naming 
our public vessels, the states, entitled to the names 
of ships of the first class, are to be ascertained by 
lot , under tlve direction of the board of navy com- 
missioners. This is supposed to be the least ex- 
ceptionable mode that could be adopted, with 
equal justice to the several states. Although the 
mere name of a ship tnav be of little importance, 
yet the system contemplated by the resolution may 
be productive of very beneficial effects; and the 
rule which is now established for determining the 
names of the ships constitutes an efficient safe- 
guard against every thing that might bear the ap- 
pearance of favoritism, were recourse had to an 
arbitrary selection. .Vo/. Ini. 

Agreeably to the mode adopted by the navy de* 
partnient of determining the names of our vessels 
of war, under the resolution of congress, the navy 
commissioners proceeded oil the 25th ult. we un- 
derstand, to assign by lot the name of the ship of 
the line just built at New-York. The name which 
she drew, which, of course, from her rate, must be 
the name of a state, was OHIO. ib . 

The U. S. ship of the line Ohio* was launched at 
New-York, on Tuesday last, in the presence, it is 
supposed, of nearly one hundred thousand persons* 
amidst discharges of artillery from the Washington 
74 and sloop Hornet, which were answered by a 
battalion of artillery. She glided into the water 
in a majestic -tile, and no accident occurred. She 
is a vessel of the first class — built of the best ma- 
terials, and with great care, by Mr. Eckford. 

Law case. A question has arisen in what is call- 
ed the “constitutional court of South Carolina,'* 
which, it is believed, has never yet been made be- 
fore any judicial tribunal of the United States. Am 
execution had been levied, and the amount collect- 
ed by the sheriff, and tendered to the plaintiff, m 
copper cents , the coinage of the mint of the United 
States The judge on the circuit decided this to 
be a legal tender. A motion waa made to reverse 
the decision on the circuit, on the grounds : 

1st. That congress have no power to make cop- 
per com a legal tender. 

2d. Admitting that congress have the power, ther 
several acts establishing the mint show, that cop- 
per coin was not intended to be a legal tender. 

The opinion of the court was deferred until the 
next term. 
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benefits of agriculture, rendering them no longer 
dependent on the chase for an uncertain subsis* 
tfence, and therefore, it has been determined to de- 
stroy it! We are irresistibly brought to the conclu- 
sion, that their hostility is instigated by the British 
traders, for the manifest reason that the interest of 
those men are interfered with by every thing that 
is done 10 draw the Indians to a settled habitation 
and home, to spread among them a love of peace, 
and advance them in civilization. The savage-hun- 
ter state is the only one that comports with the 
views of these traders — to sell whiskey dear with 
one hand, and purchase skins che.p with the other, 
is the extent of their wishes; and they will not leave 
any thing unattempted to secure to themselves a 
monopoly of this trade, even at the hazard of lead- 
ing the Indians into a war which must needs result 
in the loss of many of their lives and the destruction 
of their villages and corn-fields, by which also many 
ofthem must perish — We know how the influence 
thus obtained was used by the traders to send the 
torch and tomahawk all along our north-western 
frontier, in the late war with Great Britain; and, in 
what is called the French war, we as British sub- 
jects, encountered the same ravages from the then 
existing influence of the French traders. It has 
been thus from the beginning, and it will ever re- 
main so — the Indians within our own limits will ge- 
nerally be uncertain friends or open enemies, until 
the government of the United States shall take the 
trade into its own hands, and directly controul the 
intercourse with our aborigines. Unprincipled fo- 
reigners, ever ready to pui chase the scalps of in- 
fants or deal in human blood by the gallon, if they 
can make a pecuniary profit on these things, must 
be excluded from our territory; no longer permitted 
to raise the war whoop in our forests, to defeat the 
best devised schemes of humanity, and render nu- 
gatory the efforts continually .making to inculcate 

eace among the Indians, and extend to them the 

lessings of civilization. It is astonishing that this 
interesting concern, which so deeply involves the 
welfare of so many of our own people as well as 
that of the Indians, which contains in itself the seeds 
of unnecessary war and waste of life and treasure, 
fhould have been so long neglected by the con- 
gress of the United States. The senate, it is true, 
at the last, session, passed a bill that provided for 
the casei and then we heard no more of it — it sleeps 
in one of the committee rooms of the house; though 
jf it had been brought before that body, we cannot 
hesitate to believe that it would have passed al- 
most without opposition — and, possibly, in time to 
have acted against the outrages now perhaps suf- 
fering in the North West — to check which, we may 
be compelled to march an army into the Indian 
country, at an enormous expense. 

Note. In overlooking some old papers just af- 
ter I had finished the preceding remarks, I happen- 
ed to lay hold of a talk delivered to gov. Posey, by 
Toccannippi, chief of the Pottawatamies — the fol- 
lowing extracts are interesting: 

Brother — “Two Shawanees came among us, Te- 
cumseh and the Prophet, saying they had & message 
to us from the Great Spirit.” “The Shawanees 
have always held the British tomahawk.” 

Brother--*'Vf e in treat you to speak boldly to the 
Britith, tell them they were the cause of the war, 
and all its horrors, that they should stop it, that they 
must take the tomahawk from our hands. 

Brother —" We detest war, we lore peace and 
ft sk pity on our women and children; not to the 
Britith, they mil not let ut live in fence” 


Missouri Convention. 

The election for members of the Missouri state 
convention was closed bn the 3d ult. In St. Louis 
county, the highest vote for the ticket favorable t«* 
the interminable admission of slaves, was 891 — the 
highest on that opposed to the further introduction 
of such persons, only 400; and the “Enquirer,” of 
the 10th, speaking of the election generally, ex- 
ultingly remarks, “We undertake to say that there 
is not a single confetted restrictionist elected 
throughout the whole territory, nor a disguised one 
that will confess himself in the convention.” But, a 
writer in the very same paper says — “it is well 
known that several restrictionists will be in the con- 
vention;” so that we, at this distance, do not know 
what to consider as the relative force of the par- 
lies to the question on which the especial interests 
of Missouri and the harmony of the union, yet so 
much depends. 

The writer last alluded to, seems to be exces- 
sively afraid that the restrictionists, by some sort 
of wonderful intrigue, (similar to that which was 
worked by the •« invisible hand” so clearly seen by 
certain wise men in the United States a few years 
ago,) may introduce certain provisions in the con- 
stitution, by which, at some future period, the peo- 
ple may have an opportunity of reconsidering the 
sub ject of human sluven\ He is decidedly opposed 
to this, if we understand him; — much, he says, will 
depend on ^emigration;” and if, after the next four 
years, “Clinton, King, or Adams,” is president, a 
check may be given to the sale of the public lands, 
and Missouri “remain forever the haunt of wild 
beasts rather than be filled up with a people un- 
friendly to the views of their political party:” so 
lie appears inclined to manage the matter in a way 
that shall, if possible, render slavery eternal in the 
new state, by refusing to posterity a right to act 
upon it I The following are his own words : “Citi- 
zens! speak to your representatives. Let them 
know that it is not your intention to have your pro- 
perty, and the political cbaractbr of your state, 
made the sport of future contingencies. That your 
determination is to have matters settled norm, -while the 
power is in your hands . That it is no time for mak- 
ing calculations, splitting hairs, and balancing 
grains of sand, in order to ascertain on: what day 
of what month, in what year of what century, it 
will be perfectly safe to leave your property with- 
out constitutional protection / That i n all such calcu- 
lations there is room for mistakes; and that you 
have no more desire to see our country ruined by 
the rojtest mistakes of friends, than by the roci» 
intrigues of enemies.” 

Such is also the spirit of another writer, in the 
same paper, of the 6th : he exhorts the majority 
not to have the question tried over again in the 
legislature — they may “ chance ” to lose it at a future 
period. He says — “In such a question, your servants 
in the legislature may not know their master's will, 
or knowing it, may disobey it. Besides, the foreign. 
enemy, whose formidable array has covered the 
area of eleven states; whose advance guard of 
preachers, voters, candidates, resolution-makers* 
writers in the Gazette, fcc. fee. &c. has just arrived 
among you, will be prepared for action at that 
time, and will shew you different work from what 
you have lately witnessed. Even if defeated, they 
can practise upon the principles of Messrs. King 
and Clinton; proclaim freedom to your slaves, and 
excite them to cut your throats and 'bum your 
houses!!!” But yet he concludes by expressing a 
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willingness to leave the matter to another conven- 
tion. 

Remarks and discussions like these are, in our 
opinion, only calculated to do evil. Slavery is said 
to be “favorable to the political character of the 
union.” What a dreary picture — what a horrible 
conclusion ? Why thus rouse the angry passions 
that were partially quieted by the compromise — 
which established the principle that congress has a 
constitutional right to legislate upon the subject? 
Why lay the seeds of a new contest, when the con- j 
stitution of the proposed state shall be laid before J 
the representatives of the nation? If it is the delibe- j 
rate belief of the people of Missouri that it is right 
in them to permit the introduction of slaves — that, 
as some of them assert, such introduction will be 
advantageous to the state and to the slaves them- 
selves — let them do so; but let them not so model 
their constitution as to cause it to be objected to 
on other accounts — let, it, in all else, be republican. 
The question of slavery, under present excite- 
ments, is sufficient for this time : and we are mourn- 
fully impressed with a consideration of the fact, 
that Missouri is about voluntarily to impose an evil 
on herself which the people of every other state 
deprecate — freely to introduce a population which 
so many, even of the slave-holding states, prohibit 
an increase of, by importation or migration, unless 
under peculiar circumstances. 


Mr. Lowndes’ speech on the Tariff. 

(From the Southern Patriot.) 

DELIVERED IF THE HOUSE OF BBPRKSK.NTATIVXS OF THE 
UNITED STATES, APRIL 24 * 1820 . 

Mr. Lowndes said, that, after the view which had 
been taken of the question before the house by his 
friends who had already spokeg, he should not at- 
tempt a systematic exposition of the grounds of 
his vote; because, in doing so, he would be obliged 
to employ arguments which they had stated more 
clearly and strongly than he could do. On this ac- 
count, his observations must be very desultory. 

The question was not whether manufactures 
were useful. A good deal of trouble had been 
taken to prove what nobody denied. Nor was it 
iven the question, whether it was the policy of the 
government to encourage them by duties upon fa- 
reign importations. His friends had shewn, by ar- 
guments which had not been answered, that that 
employment of industry which afforded the most 
profit to the individual would ordinarily conduce 
most to the wealth of the state, and that the duties 
•or prohibitions which should direct any portion of 
the labor of the country to a business which it could 
hot otherwise engage in, would usually be found 
to substitute a leas profitable employment for one 
which was more so. If they were right, the pre- 
sent bill, which proposed a large additional encou- 
ragement to particular brandies of industry, must 
be entirely indefensible; but if there were a doubt 
as to the correctness of opinions, (which they held 
in common with every political economist, to whose 
work time had given its sanction,) this doubt was 
enough to dissuade the house from further inter- 
ference on a subject on which they had, perhaps, 
already gone too far. While his principal object 
would be to shew that the encouragement already 
afforded, was as great as could reasonably be grant- 
ed, he wished, before be engaged in an enquiry 
ihto the degree of encouragement, to advert to 
some general principles which he supposed to be 
involved in this discussion. 

The gentleman from Delaware, (Mr. McLane,) 


whose argument he had heard with as much atten- 
tion and pleasure as any of those who most fully 
concurred in his opinions, had proposed no partial 
or sectional objects. He wished to encourage the 
industry of the nation, to raise the value of labor 
and capital employed in every pursuit. This waa 
very patriotic but very impracticable. We are not 
magicians or alchemists. Wo can do no more than 
to produce a change in the distribution of labor 
among the different employments of life, and if we 
I increase the profits of any branch of industry by our 
legislation* it must be by taking from one class what 
we give to the other. Perhaps the general good 
might be promoted by such an act, (he was not now 
entering into this question.) Perhaps the class 
at whose expense the interests of another class 
were to be promoted, might ultimately be indemni- 
fied for a temporary sacrifice; but the expectation 
must be utterly illusory that a bounty could be 
given to any branch of industry, without at least a 
t temporary sacrifice by some other. 

| It was plain that the defence of the bill before 
j the house implied, that the industry employed in 
manufactures at home, should be more encouraged 
by the government than thgt which was engaged 
in procuring for us the produce of foreign coun- 
tries, in exchange for the labor or produce of our 
own. The first was called the home industry, and 
the phrase had no small influence in the discussion. 
In purchasing commodities imported from abroad 
we were supposed to encourage principally the in- 
dustry of a foreign state. Plausible as this view 
might appear, he thought that even a slight exami- 
nation of the subject, would shew that manufactures 
and commerce might be equally productive, and 
might equally encourage “home industry.** 
Between the results of commercial and manufac- 
turing industry the difference id not as great as has 
been represented. In manufactures a material of 
inferior Value receives a change in its form Which 
adds greatly to its utility. The fabrication which 
is completed in our country affords a profit which 
is equal to the difference in value between the raw 
| material and the manufactured article, after deduct- 
[ ing the expense of manufacture. In commerce, a 
j material of inferior value is carried abroad and con- 
verted into an article (or exchanged for one) which 
to us is much more valuable. The conversion af- 
fords us, as in the first case, a profit which is equal 
to the difference in value between the original ar- 
ticle and the exchanged product, after deducting 
the exchange. If a thousand people* in a corner 
of our country, make among them all the provi- 
sions which they consume, and, in addition to these, 
furnish, by their industry, one hundred thousand 
dollars worth of broad cloth, it does hot appear 
that they add more to the wealth of the state than 
the same number of people would do, distributed 
among the employments of merchants, sailors, and 
farmers; who, after supporting themselves, should 
exchange the surplus productions of a part of them, 
(enhanced in value by the industry of the other 
part which transports and exchanges them,) for the 
same amount of one hundred thousand dollars in 
broad cloth — the same value of the same article. 
If by high duties or by positive laws, we could force 
these merchants and seamen to stay at home, and 
their capital and industry should produce as before 
the gl00,000 worth of broad cloth, the article, al- 
though fabricated in the country, would not more 
be the result of American industry, (forthe purpose 
of this argument,) than if it had been obtained by 
the other process of maritime adventure. It qp 
quite natural to consider a foreign manufacture ns 
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entirely the product, and its purchase as tlie encou- ; 
rugement of foreign industry. But how did we 
get it ? Whatever may be the amount of foreign 
fabriciMvhicIt are spread over our country, if it be 
tl\e industry of Europe which produces, it is the 
industry of America which acquires them. 

The industry employed in commerce, then, is 
American industry; and the acquisition even of fo- 
reign fabrics is the result of American industry and 
its encouragement. He should have an opportuni- 
ty of illustrating this view when he came to treat 
of a branch of trade which the bill before the house 
prescribed — he meant the East India trade. He 
would, for the present, observe only that the impor- 
tation of foreign fabrics, acquired by American in- 
dustry, if they were furnished at a lower price than 
our manufacturers could afford to sell at, produced 
the same loss and the same benefit as the introduc- 
tion of any new machinery, or of any simpler pro- 
cess which should lessen the expense of fabrica- 
tion. In employing the saw-mill or the spinning 
jenny, we acted upon the same principle of getting 
what we wanted as cheap as wc coidd, and we 
produced the same distress in throwing out of em- 
ployment the persons whose ruder industry could 
not stand this new competition. There was one 
admission, however, which he frankly made— the 
effect upon home industry was the same of improv- 
ed machinery on foreign trade — but the trade which 
benefitted ourselves, benefitted also the country 
whose wants we supplied or whose products we 
consumed. Let this objection have whatever 
we>.;ht it was entitled to. Its principle was not so 
much anti-commercial as anti -social. 

In encouraging, then, the manufactures of the 
country by duties upon importation, his friend, 
from Delaware, would do the very thing which he 
meant to avoid — he would promote one branch of 
American industry at the expense of another. But, 
whether this conduct of individual industry was 
right, he meant to leave to the arguments of his 
friends from Virginia. It had been said that the 
plan of encouraging particular branches of indus- 
try had been applied to commerce as well as manu- 
factures. This was no decisive recommendation of 
it. If the nation had been taxed to encourage 
commerce, it was a poor indemnity (it was not ex- 
-actly a compensation of errors) that it should be 
taxed for the support of manufactures. There was, 
too, some little difference between the two cases. 
Taxes for the support of government were laid 
upon commerce— these were paid by the consumers 
of foreign merchandize, and whatever the expenses 
on account of commerce may have been, they were 
expenses which commerce herself was made to pay. 
The merchant, or the purchaser of foreign articles, 
received, if you please, some relief from the credit 
which was allowed upon the payment of duties, 
but he certainly received nothing from contribu- 
tions which were paid by any other class in the 
community. 

Exclusive advantages, Indeed, had been given to 
the navigating interest. The principal instance of 
it was the monopoly jaf the coasting -trade. This 
was connected with considerations of defence, not 
of profit; to support, not our merchants, but our 
navy. But what was the extent of the bounty ? In 
the direct trade with the first navigating country in 
the world, (England,) our ships obtained, without 
any discrimination in the duties, the larger part of 
the navigation. Could the ships of foreign nations, 
unable successfully to compete with our*s in foreign 
trade, have carried on the coasting trade on lower 
terms than our own ? No other interest Jias con- 


tributed a bounty to commerce, and the discrimina 
tion in favor of American navigation, in the only 
instances in which it could be expected to operate, 
(if it ever operated at all,) was a discrimination of 
tea per cent. 

The encouragement of manufactures i n the mode 
proposed, whether the thing were right or wrong, 
must produce two effects— the one that of with- 
drawing labor and capital from commerce or {agri- 
culture, and thus enlarging the whole amount em- 
ployed in manufactures— the other, that of effecting 
the distribution of labor and Capital among the dit 
fer.ent branches of manufactures themselves. He 
woukl 9ay nothing of the first effect; but the se* 
cond must be allowed to be one of unmixed injur)'. 
Admit that it is our interest to manufacture articles 
which we could procure at cheaper rates from 
abroad, it must be still more ouT interest to manu~ 
fucture such as prove themselves adapted to our 
circnmstance by being able to bear foreign com- 
petition. Our capital and labor are limited^ and in 
directing the largest amount of these into branches 
which require most encouragement, we really di- 
vert them from those into which they would flow 
with most advantage. Thus, every branch of indus- 
try which is entirely safe from foreign Competition, 
and in respect to which protecting rlhtteg may be 
considered as nominal, must be injured by the en- 
couragement of those which draw from them their 
resources of capital and labor. We haVe many 
branches of industry among those which may be 
expected to be first established in every country, 
which seem not to be more prosperous now thaiv 
they were thirty years ago, nor are the articles 
which they furnish by any means at as low a price. 
What are called the mechanic arts are generally in 
this class. Why is this so? Because government* 
in fact, bids against them. Because the operation 
of this system of duties must be relative, and in 
encouraging one branch of industry we necessarily 
discourage another. Look at the iron manufactory 
as a proof of this. It is said to want yet further 
encouragement, recently as the duties have been 
raised; and, it is true, (he had the proof of it upon 
his table,) that the profits of the iron master were 
greater before the revolution than they bad been 
for some past years: greater when our capital and 
population were small, and foreign competition 
unrestricted, than when all these circumstance* 
were changed in our favor. To all that industry, 
whether agricultural or manufacturing, which is 
safe from foreign competition, the system of “en- 
couraging domestic industry,** can give np advan- 
tage, but it must share in the burden without par- 
ticipating in the profits. We exported the last 
year, he believed, manufactured goods, . nearly 
to the amount of three millions. The establish- 
ments which furnished these could not gain 
by duties upon importation; that their expenses 
would be increased, though their profits could not. 
Mr. L. enlarged for some time upon this subject, 
and attempted to show that the system of laying; 
a high duty upon every process of manufacture 
must frequently produce this effect, that, to en- 
courage a manufacture which employs but a small 
number of hands, and is comparatively unimport- 
ant, we may raise so high the price of an article 
which supports the industry and subserves the ooia» 
fort of a Urge class of the community, as to pro- 
duce general, inconvenience. He appealed not to 
theory but fact. We were anxious m 1816, to en- 
courage the rolling of copper. We did so, and bid 
a duty upon copper in sheets. Two establishments 
hsve been maintained, which are said to employ 
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64 workmen, mud it is computed that 4*000 indus- 
trious men, the braziers who work up this copper, 
(whose industry even began to furnish articles for 
exportation,) have suffered heavy and general in- 
jury, which has extended to all their Customers — 
to a large portion of the community. 

The view on which peculiar reliance appeared to 
fee placed for the defence of this bill was that which 
was connected with the alleged failure of our policy 
hitherto in respect both to the industry and reve- 
nue of the country. He had heard these argu- 
ments with surprise. He shguld hereafter make 
some observations upon a comparison between our 
import duties and those of the nations of Europe. 
But, was it enough to condemn our policy that it 
was not European? It is yet more trie of internal 
taxes than of imposts that the nations of Europe 
are very far in advance of us. Their establishments 
of other kinds differ more than their tariffs from 
those of the United States. We had ventured, 
however rash it mi^ht be thought, “tQ adopt prin- 
ciples which had not been tested” by their expe- 
rience. And, had we suffered for pur temerity? 
Had our experiment really failed? What nation 
in Europe had advanced mor^rapidly to prosperity 
and wealth, by the most successful wars, than had 
the United States without a conquest, by the mere 
developemeut and natural growth of their resources? 
Let their policy be changed if it must be so, but 
let them not be ungrateful to the wisdom which had 
directed, to the Providence which had favored 
them. The nominal value of property might change: 
the currency might rise or depreciate; but a popu- 
lation, Quadrupled in less than fifty years, and a 
production increased in a yet larger proportion, 
furnished no evidence to condemn the scheme un- 
der which such prosperity bad resulted. Indepen- 
dently of the protection of property, which our laws 
afforded, the principal cause of a growth so extra- 
ordinary must be found in the high rewards of labor. 
In new countries, where land is not yet fully ap- 
propriated, labor always obtains a high price in 
the raw produce of the earth, and generally but a 
small one in manufactured articles. It has been 
fke happy peculiarity of our situation and of our 
policy that the laborer has obtained as large an 
amount at any where else of the necessaries which 
agriculture furnishes, and a much larger one of the 
comforts which manufactures provide. The states- 
man may ipar his condition but cannot mend it. 
He cannot raise his wages estimated in the produce 
pf the earth, and by a large foreign impost he must 
lower his wages if you estimate them in the ma- 
nufactures which he must consume. 

But, our scheme of revenue has failed. The 
house would have hereafter a better opportunity 
pf examining this subject than they now nave. He 
would not represent the state of the revenue as 
prosperous— but perhaps it was a proof that the 
prosperity of a few years kt$d rendered our expec- 
tations unreasonable; that we looked almost with 
dismay upon the finances of a year, in which, if we 
deduct what we propose tq borrow, from what we 
pay of public debt, there will still be an amount of 
debt extinguished, of upwards of two millions and 
a half, (about half of which will be Mississippi 
stock.) After paying every current expense,* and 
^applying large sums in increasing the navy and 

•This statement was founded upon the supposi- 
tion, that one million and a half woukl be borrowed. 
If the loan, as appears now to be probable, should 
be of three millions, the actual reduction of debt ip 
the year 1820 , will bq only one million. 


| fortifications of the country, we sboul.d owe less by 
upwards of two millions and an half, on the 1st Ja- 
nuary, 1821, than we did on the first ot last Ja- 
nuary. — He did Pot think, that the prospects of 
succeeding years, (looking to the average of seve- 
ral years) w ere as bad as they had been represent- 
ed, unless they were made so by this bill. If 'the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania proposed to open 
new sources of revenue, his scheme would deserve 
the examination of the house. But, if Mr. L. un- 
derstood his plan, it was founded on amotion which 
was erroneous in its principle, and must be oppres- 
sive inits application. 

The revenue which the impost furnishes, is paid 
by the consumer, and not by the merchant. It fs 
paid in the enhanced price of the article which he 
buys. The gentleman from Pennsylvania seems 
to think, that if, by excluding this article, he is 
forced to consume only the domestic fabric, the? 
government, which has not received its accustomed 
duty upon the importation of foreign* ,may collect 
the same amount by an excise upon domestic arti- 
cles — “the money has not been carried out of the 
country.” If, indeed, by ceasing to import the 
foreign fabric, the domestic article is furnished 
to the consumer at a lower price, he may pay a 
tax upon it — but the tax which was paid in the 
price of the article is not reduced by its exclu- 
sion; it is, indeed, so far as tha farmer is con- 
cerned, increased*-he pays more for the articles 
which he buys; his expenses are greater; his clear 
revenue less. Is there any legerdemain by which, 
under these circumstances, his ability to pay taxes 
can be increased? You tell him that he paid before 
a pertain tax to the government, and that he docs 
not pay it now; he answers you, that he pays a high- 
er tax, because lie pays a higher price now than he 
did formerly, and that it is not .his fault that tins 
tax goes into the pocket of the manufacturer, and not 
into the public treasury. If, in addition to the ex. 
clqsi^h of the foreignarticle, you lay an excise upon 
the domestic product, it is evident that the country 
must pay a double tax, although the government 
will not receive it. It is hardly possible, however, 
to reason upon this subject. The ability to pay 
taxes must be diminished by every thing which adds 
to the expenses (as the exclusion of foreign goods 
must dq) of those who are to pay them. 

Something had been said of the expenses of co'~ 
lectir\ff a duty upon domestic goods, and the higher 
expenses of excluding goods seemed to be forgot- 
ten. 7 

Some gentlemen admit that the proposition of 
his friends from Virginia, that individuals would 
pursue that course of industry which would be most 
profitable to themselves and the country, would 
be true, if other nations as well as wc, would “Jeavei 
trade to itself.” Their concession was injudicious. 
If all nations admitted a free trade, the arguments 
for restriction on our part Would be just the same 
as they are now.— What would be the induce- 
ments to us to admit this trade? That it furnished 
us in exchange, for products, which to us weru 
worth" one hundred millions, products which were* 
worth one hundred and fifty — that what we bought, 
was worth more to us than what we sold; and if 
those nations could not buy the one hundred mil- 
lions, if they could not, or would not buy more 
than fifty or twenty millions, the argument would 
still be unchanged even in its form. However rc 
duced might be the amount of the trade, it must 
still consist in an exchange of what we wanted 
more. In this view of the question, which appear- 
ed to him a very simple one^ it was not necessary 
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to remark upon the argument, that our supply of | 
agricultural produce would grow in a much larger 
proportion than the demand of Europe or its popu- 
lation. It might be better for us that their de- 
mand should grow more rapidly; but if it would be 
to our advantage to supply a great demand, it was 
to our advantage too, though in a smaller degree, to 
supply even a less demand. This difference, how- 
ever, in the increase of the agricultural produce 
which we should export, and the foreign demand 
tor it, might be expected to have been illustrated 
by experience, as well as developed by theory 
y\r hat was the fact* All admit that the proportion 
of our industry employed to produce bread-stuff s 
for ff/.elgn consumption, ought to bear a continually 
lessening proportion tp the general industry of the 
country. But, isjt necessary that the government 
should interfere to prevent the inordinate increase 
5n the quantity of provisions which we exported, 
or can ttie people manage that matter without our 
interference? Whoever will take the trouble to 
examine the account of our exports for twenty 
vear&pust, will find that, while the products of our 
industry at home have probably quadrupled, our 
exportation of provision has not increased at all It 
is not then necessary that we should force, by le- 
gislation, the industry of the country, into any new 
direction, in order to prevent it from glutting the 
corn market of Europe. 

Mr. L. said, that lie would return for a moment 
to the consideration of the question, how far the 
propriety “of leaving things to themselves,” was 
iifFcCted by the opposite system which was pursued 
by foreign powers. If China should by law admit 
nil our produce, manufactured or agricultural, it is 
plain enough that we could not advantageously send 
there any, which we do not now send.— Indeed he 
did not know that she prohibited any of our pro- 
duce, but if she did, the prohibition was nominal, 
and it was evident tliat its removal could not change 
the policy which it was our interest to pursue, 
liut perhaps China belonged to a sphere of indus- ’ 
try too different from ours, for the application of 
these principles. Would the admission of the pro- 
ducts of our industry* by the nations of Europe 
justify, in the estimation of the friends of this bill, 
the reciprocal admission of theirs? Of what avail 
would it be to us tliat England should consent to 
take our manufactures? An engagement to do so 
would “keep its promise to the ear, but break it to 
the sense.” Our bread-stuffs she takes now only 
when wheat is above ten shillings, (when by the 
bye it is most our interest to sell it.) — Suppose her 
laws permitted its importation whenthe price was 
low, would any friend of the bill avow that this po- 
licy, which would make the establishment of manu- 
factures here a matter of somewhat more difficulty, 
would incline him to dispense with protecting du- 
ties in favor of our manufactures? He put it to the 
candor of his friends on the other side, to say whe- 
ther they would conscpt to a treaty by which the 
) aw prodv.ee of America, and the manufactures of 
England, should be exchanged without duty? — 
They would not. Their objections to an inter- 
course uuburthened by duties, would he still strong- 
er than they now are, if Europe, in affording a 
better market for our agriculture, should oppose 
still strouger difficulties to the establishment of 
manufacture^. 

Yet it was true that those who wished lo impose 
h^ivier duties or prohibitions upon foreign manu- 
factures, alleged that by doing so, the price of agri- 
cultural produce would be raised. It was equally 
true, and more strange, that a great many good 


i people interested in agriculture, had believed the 
allegation. The error was susceptible of easy re- 
futation. If, indeed, the allegation were just, the 
manufacturer would gain nothing by the change. 
If the prices of what he buys and sells, rise in die 
same proportion, he might as well leave every thing 
as it is. But, the notion that the encouragement 
of manufactures will give a good price to the pro- 
ductions of agriculture is entirely fallacious. What- 
ever may be the domestic demand for our grain, 
the supply will exceed it. 

A 9 long as there i9 good land unoccupied, the 
price of its produce, if there be no foreign demand, 
will exceed by very little the value of the labor 
employed in obtaining it. Such must be the case 
with a permanent embargo. But when there is an 
export trade, although the quantity exported may 
bear a small proportion to tliat which is consumed 
in the country, the price of that small proportion 
must determine that of the whole. He did not say 
that this was a reasonable theory, but a notorious 
fact. It was a plain deduction from these princi- 
ples, that, in an extensive and thinly peopled coun- 
try, restrictions upon trade would raise the price of 
manufactures, but nfft of grain. In a populous and 
fully cultivated country they would raise the price 
of grain, and not of manufactures. The last is the 
situation of England; the first tliat of the United 
States. 

But the opinion that the establishment of manu* 
factures would secure a good price for our agri- 
cultural pfoduce, had made so many converts, that 
it would be interesting to enquire into the causes 
which had produced it. Tie could not difiell upon 
the subject. But, when manufactories and banks 
yere established extemporaneously, (and this as- 
sociation he believed np$ to be uncommon;) when 
manufactories were established by the aid of borrow- 
ed capital, and profuse expenditure produced a lo- 
cal depreciation, the same effect was produced upon 
prices as an emission of paper money would have 
done. Every body was willing to spend; every 
body began tq improve and build, and industry was 
stimulated to extraordinary activity, as it always is, 
by a depreciating currency. The remarks which 
he had made a few moments since, were enough 
to shew how perfectly illusory all duties upon im- 
portation must prove for the protection of our agri- 
cultural industry® The price of our agricultural 
products must be determined by th^t part of them 
which is exported, aqd must in consequence be ab- 
solutely unaffected by duties, or even prohibitions- 
Gentlemen might, therefore, lay duties, or with- 
draw them from cotton, wheat or tobiiccp, and they 
would change nothing but the words of their sta- 
tute books. 

If it were ever right that government should im- 
pose its duties, with a view to the encouragement 
of particular branches of industry, Mr. L. said he 
had always believed that the two most reasonable 
modes of doing it were these: either to lay a very 
small and equal duty upon all manufactures, which 
would leave the relative inducement to engage in 
each unchanged; or to determine upon a very few 
branches which the government supposed to be 
best adapted to the situation of the country, or most 
necessary to its interest, and leaving others untax- 
ed, (if revenue permitted it,) to direct the capital 
and labor of the country to these objects, where 
they might form a sufficient security agaiust an ex- 
cessive rise of prices. The last was the more vigor- 
ous plan; perhaps it was the wiser one. Yet it was 
best adapted to a condition very different ffom that 
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of the United States: he meant that of an enlighten- 
ed government and an ignorant people. 

W hate ver were the encouragements which should 
be afForded to manufactures, it had always hitherto 
been supposed that these were required to be 
greatest at their first establishment. The reason- 
ing of his friend from Delaware supported this con- 
clusion. Mr. Hamilton had said distinctly, that, 
where any branch of industiy continued long to 
require a bounty, it afforded proof that there were 
obstacles to its establshment which would make 
it unwise to persevere in it. Yet our system was 
not to continue bounties, but to increase them. 

A strong argument, in the opinion of many gentle- 
ineu, was deduced from the large excess of importa- 
tions above exportations, in order to shew that it was 
necessary to interfere, and prevent the people from 
buying more than they could pay for. He had hoped 
that this subject had been put to rest by his friends 
from Virginia. An excessive importation may, in- 
deed, take place for a year, although the price will 
usually be so much lowered by it that the amount of 
sales of a large, may not be greater than would have 
been those of a small importation. This dispropor- 
tion, however, between the supply and demand, 
between the sales and the means of payment, can 
continue but a short time. The price of American 
stocks here and in England; tlie present rate of ex- 
change; sufficiently prove fhat our interference is 
unnecessary in fact, (as it must always be wrong 
in principle,) to adjust the balance of payments be- 
tween the two countries. 

So much*Uad been said of this balance of importa- 
tion above exports, that he might be excused for 
another remark. Gentlemen knew the corrections, 
(and among them tliosf required by a consideration 
of the profits of freights, commission and trade,) 
which ought to be applied to our custom-house ac 
counts. These corrections would vary the balance 
very much, but they would leave a result in which 
he should feel little confidence. There is, indeed, 
a view very different from that which the friends of 
the bill have taken. The balance of* importations 
above exports, for a series of years, may not only 
be considered as the proof of a profitable trade, but 
the measure of its profit. Our trade with foreign 
Yiations isonein which wc obtain tlieir produce 
in return for our produce or our labor, and the 
more valuable their produce is, the better bargain 
we have made We should not, as individuals think, 
it the evidence of unsuccessful business that we ob- 
tain in exchange for an article worth but 1,000 dol- 
lars, one which was worth 2,000. Yet this is exact- 
ly the thing which is called by politicians an unfa- 
vorable balance of trade. In such a system, if the 
vessels which carry out your productions, and are 
owned by your merchants, are sunk in th£ sea, or 
carried to a market where their sales pay only their 
expenses, no returns can be made; the balance be- 
.comes very favorable aiul the politician 19 satisfied. 
If the cargoesreachamarket which enableslhe mer- 
chant to bring back large returns, the balance be- 
comes unfavorable. A permanent balance of impor- 
tation (in a nation that has no mines,) must always be 
referred to the profits of its business. It was different 
^ with the excess of a single year. This, however, 
when it required correction, would, as his friends 
observed, always be corrected by the interests of 
trade without the interposition of the government. 
Could it be necessary that we should interfere by 
law to diminish importations, at the moment when 
we see that an unparalleled reduction is effecting, 
without our interference r The importation of the 
Ihst quarter of the year 1819, was not more than 


two- thirds of that of the corresponding quarter of 
1818. 

Mr. L. said that, in the detached observations 
which he had offered, he had endeavored £o re- 
move the impression which some of the general ar- 
guments of the friends of the bill had made The 
propositions wiiich toliis mind it appeared neces- 
sary that they should establish, they did not prove 
, — tlicy scarcely noticed. Grant that it is right 
that tlie government should entourage all the ma- 
nufactures of the country, that considerable duties 
should be laid upon the importation of every arti- 
ticle which can compete with our own fabrics.— 
This we have done already. He believed that 
there was now no nation in the world which, in pro- 
portion to its income, paid so great a bounty to its 
manufacturers as the United States. Had it ever 
been contended, not merely that manufactures 
should be encouraged, but that the bounty to be 
given should not be limited by any determined re- 
lation to the necessity of the manufacture, or the 
fair profits of the manufacturer? This mode of de- 
fending the bill was, perhaps, judicious; it wuscer- 
tainly embarrassing to its opponents. You say that 
, it is important to encourage the manufacture of 
cotton. Be it so. Wc know that, however it b« 
disguised, this can be done only At tlie expense of 
the other chisses of society. Is it not proper to en- 
quire what expense is necessary; what would be 
adequate? The operation of a protecting duty was 
simple, but he must detain the house for a few mo- 
ments upon this subject, trite and familiar as it was. 
Where duties are laid upon the importation of arti- 
cles of a kind which is not produced within the 
country, the additional price which is paid by the 
community is received into tlie public treasury, 
with a redaction only for the costs of collection. — 
Where a duty is laid upon the importation of an ar- 
ticle which is produced within the country, it will 
cause the same rise in its price as in the former 
case: but of the additional sum which is paid by 
the community, a part will be received by the go- 
vernment, and a part by the manufacturer or pro- 
ducer of the domestic article. If, for instance, one 
hundred million of pounds of sugar were'tonsumed 
annually in the United States, and three-fourths of 
this amount were furnished by domestic industry, 
an additional duty of one cent the pound would 
cause the consumers of sugafr throughout the coun- 
try to pay one million of dollars more in the price 
of the article, than they would otherwise do— 
would impose upon the people a new tax of one 
million: but of tjiis sum, less Uian 250,00 j would be 
received by the government, and 750,000 by the 
sugar planter. 

The difference between the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania and himself, in respect to the infor- 
mation on which a tariff should be founded, was 
explained by this ease. He thought, if congress 
determined to encourage the production of sugar, 
by an additional bounty, that it was bound carefully 
to enquire what sum was necessary for this object. 
To justify the tax it was necessary to determine that 
tlie nation had inch an interest in the establish- 
ment of the additional sugar plantations to which the 
bill was expected to give rise; that it was worth its 
while to contribute annually 730,000 dollars to th n ir 
support, and that a contribution of less than 750,>* ) 
dollars would not cause their establishment. II the 
bounty in question were greater than the value of 
the object justified, in any rational view of public po- 
licy, we applied the money of theemintry injudicious- 
ly; but if a less bounty vv ottld produce the effect which 
we desired, vi e gave it away without object and with- 
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put excuse. It was in this view that he had ashed 
of the committee of manufactures information to 
shew what were the duties upon foreign importa- 
tion which would give to our manufactures a rea- 
sonable profit on tfteir capital and labor. Every 
thing beyond this was not a liberal encouragement 
of manufactures, but a profuse and capricious do- 
nation of the public money. Suppose that the 
750,0u0 dollars which, op the supposition which he 
had made, were given to the sugar planters, instead 
of being paid to them by the combiners, were rais- 
ed by a direct tax, and then paid, as a bounty, out 
pf the public treasury. This would form no distinc- 
tion in the principle of the donation. Mr. Hamilton 
tiad said, with perfect correctness* that “as often as 
a duty upon a foreign article make an addition to its 
price, it causes an extra expense tp the community 
tor the benefit pft he domestic manufacture. Aboun- 
ty does no more.” The information which he had 
wished, yas, whether this bounty was to be giv- 
•®n to rpet}' whose profits $nd wages were now 
less than those of the rest of the community; and 
what were the profits which it was estimated that 
this bounty would procure them; in a word, how 
much public money we should give, and what was 
the necessity of giving it. Thp house, in rejecting 
Ins resolution, had determined that, the enquiry was 
useless or impracticable. They had refused all 
evidence as to the p^qper degree of enoourageiuept, 
and left the dafcnbe of the bill to the same vague 
i onskjerstions which would support a duty of 100 
per cent.'as well as one of 40. They took, they knew 
how much , from the people; they gave , they knew 
, r vt how much, to tfte manufacturer. 

The chairtoan of tfie committee of manufactures 
had intimated that information such as lie had ask- 
ed, had never been given. He might ansyeir,* t that 
it ought to have been, Hut the chairman was mis- 
taken It had been. ML L. read the following 
sentences from Mr!, Dallas’ report of 1816, on the 
revision of the tariff: — “The amount of the duties 
*»hpuld be such as will enable the manufacturer tq 
inept tt^e importer in the American market upon 
equal terms of profit and loss.” “There itiH, how- 
ever, rpnfains a diversity of opinion as to the 
amount which will be competent, and the sim of 
this report wilj be to strike the medium which ap- 
pears to he best established from all the infer- 
mution which has been collected.” This sentence 
proved that the rates of duty proposed in the re- 
port of 1816 were founded on evidence of the rfe- 
gree of encouragement which would enable “the 
’manufacturer to meet the importer.” That evi- 
dence Was laid before plie house. It contained, 
substantially, and indeed much mpre fully than he 
should require it, all the information in respect to 
the state of our manufactories in 1816, which it 
was the object of his resolution to obtain in 1850. 
He should have occasion to advert to this informa- 
tion hereafter. It proved, at least, that the object 
i>f his resolution was practicable, and had hitherto 
||e$n supposed important and necessary. 

The practicability of its object, too, although the 
speaker had appeared to doubt it, had been proved 
by the statements 'which he had made in respect to 
two northern manufactories. If the house y ere 
determined to give adequate protection to any 
hi# rich of manufactures, the same kind of informa- 
tion possessed by th^ speaker, as to the manufac- 
tories of which he had spoken, if extended to fifteen 
or twenty others in different parts of the country, 
would enable U9 to know, what bounty was neces- 
sary and adequate to their support. That bounty 
£ugh{ qpt to ije increased to maintain the unskilful 


and improvident: and he admitted, that (if granted, 
at all) it ought qpt to be contracted so as to afford 
support only to an establishment which had pecu : 
liar advantages beyond the reach of imitation.— 
He did not know* iipwever, of any such in the 
United States. In examining the degree of en- 
couragement which jt was proposed in this billiQ 
give to American manufactures, we were naturally 
►reminded of the view which had been taken of the 
subject by Mr. Hamilton, whose principles are 
considered as sound, even by the friends of this 
tariff. He, at lea$t, was able to elevate his view tq 
the just importance of manufacturing industry. 
Let us see the price which ne proposed to pay for 
its support. The general tenbr of his argument, 
and indeed th^ particular quotation which had 
been made sufficiently prove Mr. Hamilton’s opi* 
nion to have been, that, whatever bounties were 
given tp domestic manufactures should be highest 
at first. The duties, therefore, which be proposed 
in his celebrated report on manufactures, were 
such as he thought sufficient then, and such as, ac- 
cording to his principles, ought to be sufficient 
now. in forming his opinion, he did not overlook 
the advantages which the risk and expense of im- 
portation from abroad give to the American manu- 
facturer. This protection of distance he estimates 
at from 15 to 30 per cent. Mr. Lowndes said he 
would state, without a Formal comparison, a few oft 
the duties which Mr- Hamilton proposed for the 
encouragement of manufactures. On manufac- 
tures of leather he proposed a duty of 7 % per 
cent. He was willing that cotton goods should 
be “raised to 7$ per cent.” On glass, he consider: 
ed the duty of 12$ per cent, as a considerable en- 
couragement, and thought ttat, if any thing further 
were given, it ought fo he by a direct bounty out 
of the public, treasury. Ten per cent, on paper 
and gun powder he thought a competent protec- 
tion; and he proposed the same duty on mamrlkc- 
tures of iron and' brass. His principles were best 
explained by the application which he had himself 
made of them; ^nd the enormity of the bounty 
which it was now proposed to give to the manufac- 
turers could not be more strongly exhibited than 
by comparing it with that which was considered as 
adequate by so zealous and able an advocate of ma- 
nufacturing industry as Mr. Hamilton. Duties four 
times as great as he recommended were now levied 
upon many of the roost important articles, afid 
were discovered to be insufficient and nugatory ! 

What be regretted, Mr. L said, most, in the 
course pursued by the committee of manufactures, 
was, that they suggested no standard by which the 
sufficiency of the encouragement which they propos- 
ed could be tested, and promised, therefore, nolfrnU 
tation to the burden which might be imposed upon 
the country. The chairman of fhat committee hadi 
indeed, more than once, directed our attention to 
the duties imposed by the laws of Russia, France, 
and England— models which we had not yet learn- 
ed to imitate. It was not extraordinary that go- 
vernments which were obliged to drain every re- 
source of revenue, should lay heavier duties upon 
importation than we had don£. There was no piut, 
however, of their system of exaction in which wd 
approached so near them, as in our duties upon 
com me rce . In attempt! ng any comparison between 
their duties and those* of the United States, it wss 
obviously necessary' to consider the difference of 
our circumstances. 

In estimating the protection afforded to national 
manufactures by duties upon importation, it was 
not the absolute amount qf duty that constituted § 
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protection to the home manufacturer, in the case 
in which there was an internal duty upon the arti- 
cle, but only the excess of the foreign over the in* 
ternal duty. Thus, if, in 1766, t before rue com- 
mercial treaty between Prance and England,) the 
duty payable upon the importation of English 
hardware Into Prance had been 50 per cent.; as 
the internal tax upon French hardware, if his me- 
mory did not greatly deceive him, was about SO per 
cent, on its value— the true amount of the protect- 
ing duty would have been bat 20 per cent. The 
enquirer, then, who should wish to know the real 
encouragement afforded by foreign duties must 
apply to all of them the correction deduced from 
thi principle; audit would probably reduce many 
of them, which appeared greatly to exceed our 
own, to an amount less than was exacted even un- 
der the present law in the United States. 

The high duties of European nations, when they 
Were not counteracted in the manner which he had 
mentioned, wete mitigated by another circum- 
stance, which could not be neglected in an estimate 
of their burdens. In nations of the same age, not 
very unequal in the density of population, and in 
tlicir improvement in the arts, if trade were perfect, 
ly free, a large proportion of the necessaries of life, 
includingncarly all the coarser manufactures would 
be cheapest at home. A duty upon these would, 
in such countries, be nearly nominal. Among the 
European nations, too, if trade' were free, the whole 
amount of importations would bear a much less 
proportion tp the whole income of the country than 
in the United States. He supposed it certain that 
the importations of England, commercial as she 
was, were not half as great, in |jroportion to her 
income, as were those #f the United States at pro- 
sent; nor were our importations now by any means 
as large, in proportion to our wealth, as in an ear- 
ner period of our existence. The duties which we 
pay now would have been intolerable ten years ago; 
and European duties, however high, upon the arti- 
cles imported, do not fall heavily upon the subject, 
because those "articles form but a small part of his 
cxpehces, ‘ " 

Ifhe did not exaggerate the deductions which the 
considerations which he had mentioned, require 11 s 
£o make J¥om the duties of foreign nations, iti com- 
paring them with our own, he believed that no 
people on earth would be found to pay, in propor- 
tion to their income, so large a bounty for the sup- 
<p©rt of manufacturing industry as those of the 
United States. He had not, however, had time to 
examine the details of the subject with any minute- 
ness. 

Unfair as the comparison between the duties of 
foreign nations and our own, must be, unless the 
corrections which he had adverted to were made, it 
plight well astonish the house tp find that there 
were many articles, and important ones too, our 
duties on which, as proposed by the bill before the 
house, might vie with those of France and England, 
without recurring to aqy of the considerations of 
which he had spoken, He would notice a few of 
them. 

In France, machines of all kinds, including 
ploughs, pay 15 per cent.; by the proposed bill 
they will pay here 20 per cent. Wrought anchors 
pay in France 10 francs the hundred kilogrammes; 
by the proposed bill, they will pay here $3 33 the 
cwt,— -more than three times the French duty. 
Hosiery is in France 2 francs the kilogramme; by 
the proposed bill it will be here 33 per cent. 

Whatever may be the disposition of England to 
f yptaip her manufactures by protecting dpties, she 


~haa been obtijjed in her late war with France, by 
necessity, and not judgment, for the support of her 
revenue, and not her industry, to make these du- 
ties still higher than they were before. But our’ 
manufacturers might be gratified by discovering 
that some of the duties now proposed were higher 
even than those of England. The superior libe- 
rality at least of this country can hardly be denied 
by them. England, assisted by a most rigorous 
system of collection, has raised her duties, from the 
necessity'of increasing her revenue, by all possible 
means. The United States propose to raise their’s 
with the just conviction that they will impair their 
revenue. 

In England the duty upon east iron is 26/. 13*. 

4 </» the hundred pounds value; by the proposed bill 
it will be gl 50 the cwt.— (he supposed about 40 
or 50 per cent, ad valorem.) Nankin, for home 
consumption, is, in England 32} per cent, ad valo- 
rem; by the proposed bill it will here be 40. Mus- 
lins are, m England, 32£, and cottons not enume- 
rated, 62 per cent.; by the proposed bill our clu- • 
ties ou these articles will be from 40 to 130 per ’ 
cent. 

Much as such a course of observation had been 
discountenanced, he must now advert to another 
topic. What were the duties which would afford 
to the' manufacturers reasonable wages and profits 
It, at a time when every interest in the state was . 
depressed, it was right that all the rest should con- 
tribute to the support of one, at least it should be 
only to its necessary and reasonable support. lie 
had before spoken of the evidence laid before tliu 
house in 1816. That evidence had led congress to 
foe conclusion that, where the capital was prudent- 
ly invested, and the manufactory conducted with 
Common skill, a duty of 25 per cent, on cotton and 
woollen manufactures would sufficiently protect 
those of our own country? 1 But the circumstances 
ofthe time now make the duty of 25 per cent, much 
more effectual than it ha9 hitherto been. The 
appreciation of our money is, in this view, all-im- 
portant- In the specific duties this is obvious. If, 
for instance, the duty of three cents upon the pound 
of sugar, were a competent protection four years 
ago, the advanced value of money, of which the 
same npmiria) amount would produce much more 
of every article of consumption, must make it now 
much higher than is necessary. But, even in rela- 
tion to t&e articles which paya duty on their value, 
if the fall in the value of our produce be greater 
(as it certainly is) than in the articles which we 
import from foreign countries, although the nomi- 
nal duty be unchanged, the real tax is much larger 
than it was. We still pay 6£ cents, upon a yard of 
the coarsest cotton; but the same amount will pur- 
chase much more of provisions or labor than it 
would do formerly. The duty, then, is substan- 
tially increased; and if it has hitherto, with exag- 
gerated prices and an unsound currency, proved 
inadequate, would it not be prudent, now that a 
change in these circumstances gives to the present 
tariff its fair operation, to wait the result of that 
operation ? 

The depression in the price pf property and la- 
t^or was confined to no section of the country, and 
to no branch of business. The manufacturer, like 
the farmer, should estimate his profits not on the 
supposed value of his capital ' four years ago — not 
on what it then cost, or would then have sold for, 
but at the price which it would now cost, or would 
now sell for. Against this general depression we 
could not indemnify him; but there was a loss pe- 
culiar to manufacturers, from which no government 
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could insure them, and which many of them felt 
very severely at this time. Whilst an improve- 
ment in machinery is useful to the country in which 
it is made, its immediate effect is often greatly to 
impair the capital of manufacturers. The old ma- 
chinery must be abandoned. What relief would 
higher duties give to the owners of manufactories 
which had not adopted the improved machinery l 
It might encourage them to struggle a little longer 
with inferior machinery, but without permanent 
benefit, even to themselves; it must prodiice a real 
waste of the capital and labor of the nation* 

Among the causes which at this moment depress 
the manufacturing industry of the country, one of 
the most considerable is to be found in that gene- 
ral diminution of income which affects the demand 
both for foreign and domestic productions. The 
carriage makers, for instance, suffer probably as 
much from want of employment as any other class 
of manufacturers. There is here no foreign com- 
petition. It is a distress from which our tariff can 
give no relief. On the contrary, its effect must be 
by increasing the expenses, and diminishing, there- 
fore, the clear income of the community, greatly 
to increase the difficulties of all those classes of 
manufacturers who suffer from a diminished de- 
mand. 

llis friends who had preceded him had referred 
to instances of manufactories which were prosper- 
ous even now, when every other industry was de- 
pressed, and particularly to that of an establishment 
(at Waltham,) which was understood to have di- 
vided twelve percent, and reserved a considerable 
Surplus. The committee of manufactures, in de- 
clining to give any detailed statements upon the 
subject, had obliged him to resort to the sources of 
information which were within his reach. He should 
state to the house the oninion which his enquiries 
bad enabled him to forrdT and he should state it in 
the words of a letter written by a roan who was 
as well acquainted with the subject as any other in 
the United States. [Mr. Baldwin asked the name 
of the writer which Mr. L. declined to give.] “Ma- 
ny manufacturers have been ruined, and many 
others lost money, but very little reflection and en- 
quiry will make the cause evident. Perhaps the 
business has been conducted to the best advantage, 
when, in addition to the want of capital and expe- 
rience, is added that of incorporated companies, 
where the principal meaning of the charter is to 
exonerate each holder of the stock, as well as the 
president, directors, and agents, from individual 
responsibility, for any debts due from the company. 
Consequently, in all purchases for the establish- 
ment, the agent would be obliged to give at least 
ten per cent, more than the individuals coukl pur- 
chase it for on their own responsibility. 

“But, perhaps a greater causa of loss may be in 
the general fall in the price of every article used 
by manufacturers and in all kinds of manufactured 
goods, whether foreign or home made, and also 
in the price of labor and improvement in machinery, 
compelling those that did not sell immediately or. 
the goods being finished, to make heavy losses, for 
we suppose it is admitted that the cost of making 
any goods of which cotton or wool is the article of 
chief value, is not more than half the cost of mak- 
ing the same goods in 1816. 

“In order more clearly to shew the consequences 
of not immediately selling, we pive the following 
example, arising in our own business. We supply 
a maker of candle Wick with cotton, aud sell all 
the wick he makes, and during the year 1818, the 
business having been good for many yews, he, with 


others engaged in the same business, bad accuvmr* 
lated a considerable quantity On hand, which, dur- 
ing the year 1818, had been worth fifty to fifty-five 
cents prt* pound, when the raw materia! of cotton 
was worth from thirty to thirty-three cents, paying 
the spinner an average of twenty cents the pounds 
for his labor and expenses: but on the 1st August 
last, the same kind of cotton could be purchased 
in this market at fifteen cents the pound, and the 
price of wick had fallen so low as thirty one cent^ 
but yet paying sixteen cents for the labor and ex- 
penses, which, we are convinced, is a profitable bu- 
siness. — Hence, on the 1st of August last year, he 
could afford to sell hia wick at What the cotton of 
his 1818 wick cost him, and, at the time we were 
selling his new made wick at a prijfit, that made the 
year before was selling at a loss of the whole cost 
of making; and many kinds of American goods have 
fallen in nearly the same proportion, from the same 
cause and some still greater from other causes; for 
instance, we suppose the price of weaving is not 
at tliis time more than half as high as it was in 1816, 
owing to the introduction of power looms, and the 
general low price of living. 

“Next, let us examine the cost of four yards of 
American brown shirtings, three-quarters of a yard 
wide, (which maybe considered the staple of Ame- 
rican cotton goods,) say the present price of cot- 
ton is sixteen cents, that will make four yards of 
shirting: 

12 cents for spinning the same, 

8 cents for weaving four yards, at two cents per 
yard. 

4 cents for all other expenses, say commission^ 
freights, cartages, packages. See. 

“Added, is forty cents for making four yards, equal 
to ten cents the yard, and when the same goods are 
now worth from twelve to twelve and an half cents 
the yard cash at auction, leaving a profit to the ma- 
nufacturer of at least twenty per cent, and when 
we reflect that the coarset piece of cotton goods 
of the same size cannot be imported without pay- 
ing duty at the rate of 6£ cents tlfe square yard* 
equal to 4 68 J cents, or within about 1$ cents of the 
whole cost of making the same piece of goods, 
hence we must be satisfied that foreign competition 
is very much out of the question, for the lowest rates 
of dnty on any kind of cotton or woollen goods (made 
to any extent in this country) is 27 ^ per cent, on 
the value at the place of manufactory. 

IV e do believe that manufacturing esablishments^ 
veil conducted t and the goods immediately told at auc- 
tion, have averaged a profit of at least ten per cent . 
during the last two years, when, at the same time, #m- 
ported cotton and -woollen good * have averaged a Ion 
of at least fifteen per cent** 

Mr Lowndes said, that he would say no more as 
to the decree of additional encouragements which 
was required by our manufactories. 

But he had a few observations to make as to the 
principles which appeared to have been adopted 
in the tariff* proposed by the committee of manu- 
factures. 

Among the most objectionable of these was* what 
he considered as the proscription of the East India 
trade, the principal articles afforded by which were 
subjected to a duty of forty per cent. 

The ground of this proscription, was that the 
East Indies took from os scarcely any article of our 
produce. 

He bad occasion on a former day to advert to one 
of the most interesting branches of this trade — to 
that in which neither specie nor produce was ex- 
ported, but in which the enterprise and industry of 
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our seamen formed the capital which a harsh, and, 
he thought, a mistaken policy, would condemn to 
inactivity. They took nothing from your country; 
but they explored the most distant seas — they 
climbed almost inaccessible rocks — they pursued 
■their hardy and dangerous employments between 
"the ports of savage nations, and earned by their 
freights a capital which fortune had not given 
them. You would encourage manufacturing indus- 
try because it was productive; but the industry of 
the brave men of wIiuti he spoke, created the ca- 
pital which they brought back to our country. 
They Hid not twirl the spindle, or fling the shuttle, 
but when they brought borne a cargo of India fa- 
brics (peculiarly suited to the wants of the poorest 
class of our society), was their industry less worthy 
of encouragement, because they had made these 
fabrics on tempestuous seas, or because, in pursu- 
ing their own interests, they acquired and perfect- 
ed the naval excellence which made them our pride 
and our defence ? We gave them the hospitality 
of our ports; they might take in wood and water, 
and sail in search of some strange land, from which : 
these products of American industry are not yet ! 
excluded l The policy appeared to him unjust and j 
cruel. I 

But the other branches of Bast Indian trade me- j 
rited encouragement, rather than prohibition. He j 
bad already spoken of the fallacy which represent- 1 
ed a trade to be injurious, in which the imports ex- 
ceeded the exports, aud the East Indian trade fur- 
nished a good illustration of the fallacy. It takes, 
if you please, nothing of domestic produce from us; 
it gave to the consumption of the country, in the 
year when he had last examined the subject, an 
amount of goods to the value of five million*. How 
were these goodf paid for? Specie had undoubted- 
ly been shipped both from America and Europe 
for their purchase J But our sales of East India ar- 
ticles in foreign countries had exceeded the 
amount of our purchases in India. Five millions of 
goods then consumed in the United States were 
paid for by the mere profits of the trade. Three 
thousand seamen, supported by the requisite capi- 
tal, added in one year five millions to the clear 
amount of national income. There was no expor- 
tation of our produce to pay for these fabrics, be- 
cause they were paid for already: they were the 
acquisitions of American industry. 

He would not detain the house by talking of the 
injury which the Indian trade was supposed to do 
us by draining our specie. How the purchase of 
merchandize, either in India or any where el9e, of 
which we kept the part that we wanted, and sold 
the remainder for more than we gave for the whole, 
could lessen the specie which we retain, it would 
be a little difficult to explain. 

Another characteristic of the proposed tariff, is 
its raising the duty on articles which had been 
lowered m the act of 1816, because from their 
■mall bulk, in proportion to their value, it had been 
found impracticable to prevent their being smug- 

5 led into the country. Watches, jewellery, and 
ices, had, among other articles, been reduced to 
7 1*2 per cent. The reduction had been proposed 
by the secretary of the treasury, and adopted by 
the house on this ground. ' Had any examination 
into the fact been made by the committee of manu- 
factures? They had raised other articles also 
which were known even at the present duties to 
have- been introduced clandestinely-*- for instance, 
coffee from 5 to 6 cents, segars from 2 1-2 to 5 dol- 
lars. A large class of articles, of which the supply 
is almost exclusively aflbfdecUby the industry of 


| the country, and on which an increased duty, if it 
has any effect at all, can only have that of unne- 
cessarily increasing the price, is taxed in the pro- 
posed tariff* considerable higher than now. Thus, 
carriages and furniture are raised from 30 to 35 
percent, boots from 1 1-2 to 2 dollars; candles from 

3 to 5 cents; molasses from 5 to 10 cents; nails from 

4 to 5; soap from 3 to 4; brown sugar from 3 to f. 
He might make the list much longer. 

It might have been expected that articles essen- 
tial to the equipment of ships would have been 
protected from an increase of duties by a double 
motive. As materials of our most important manu- 
facture, they were entitled to the favor of the com- 
mittee; but there was, in regard to some of them, 
another reason for light duties — that it was neces- 
sary to prevent the practice of ships being sent 
out imperfectly equipped and completing their 
equipment in foreign ports. Even under the pre- 
sent duties this was sometimes done. The com- 
mittee, however, had disregarded both these con- 
siderations. As instances of this, iron in bars was 
raised from 75 cents to 1 25; iron spikes from 3 to 
4; hemp from 150 to 250; tarred cables and cor- 
dage from 3 to 4. The tendency of the whole sys- 
tem to discourage our commerce with foreign na- 
tions, and by making returns more difficult to sink 
yet lower the price of every article of our pro- 
duce, could not be disguised. He would not enlarge 
upon it; but he could not sit down without advert- 
ing to a consideration on which the house could 
not reflect too seriously. 

The best security for the fair collection of the 
revenue was to be found in the force of public opi. 
nion. The activity of our little navy, if it were to 
be employed in such a service, would furnish but a 
poor substitute for it- In the fair collection of the 
public revenue the interests as well as the princi- 
ples of our citizens co-operated with the eff orts of 
the general government. They knew that they 
must contribute to the support of that government 
and the imposts was the easiest mode of contribu- 
tion: To evade it was to defraud the government 
of its just dues, amj to expose themselves to the 
necessity of a much more inconvenient contribu- 
tion. But could it be expected, when the object of 
duties was not to obtain revenue, but to enhance 
the profits of a particular class of society, that the 
same scruples would prevail universally? In pur. 
chasing an article intended to be prohibited, the 
loss would fall upon the manufacturer, who might 
be considered as the object of unjust and inordinate 
favor, rather than upon the revenue. The law 
ought to be obeyed because it was the law. But 
for himself he hud no hesitation in expressing the 
opinion that the present duties, enforced as they 
were by a general approbation of their objects, 
furnished a much better encouragement to the 
manufacturer than higher duties which should be 
be lived by half the nation to be partial and unjust. 

Mr. L. said that he knew he had trespassed 
quite unreasonably upon the time of the House, 
but he believed the bill under consideration to be 
injurious to the government, oppressive to the peo- 
ple, and dangerous to the stabi lity of manufacturing 
| industry. 


Foreign Articles. 

■BEAT HBITA1K AMD IHKT.AXD. 

Hairs of May 3. 

King George the fourth ha9 caused it to he offi- 
cially announced in the I^ndon Gazette, that his 
birth day shall in future be celebrated on the 24lh 
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of April, instead of the 12tkof August, the actual 
day of Ins nativity. [The cause of this ia presum- 
ed to be, the teuton - In April, the court party is in 
tpwn — i n August, generally in the country.] 

. The celebrated Arthty* Young died at London on 
the 13th April, *ged years. . 

^ord Byron is just finishing a poem on the barbar- 
ous conduct ©fills country men to the people of Pay* 
ga. i. ‘ • 

It, is intimated that a negotiation is going on be- 
tween two Mutinous pei-soao, which will probably 
result in the continuance of the lady (the 
abroad. 

The merchants of London, engaged in trade with 
Spain* lately gavem splendid dinner in honor of the 
revolution in that country. One of their toasts was” 
— “the honorable Mr. Forsyth, United States* itjn- 
'bassador at Madrid;” who was tlius noticed, we 
suppose, because he promptly congratulated Ferdi- 
nand on h‘is acceptance of the coastitutiou. 

Ireland is still , disturbed the spirit of insubor- 
dination appears to be extending. . 

A considerable part of the population of Lancaa- 
thire. In which Manchester and several other great 
manufacturing towns are located, are of the Roman 
catholic religion. A person, signing himself “J. 
Milner, D. D. Vic. Ap. Mid. Dist.” lias published 
an . address,- dated at Wolverhampton, Oct. 28, 
1819, to check the “spreading infection of turbu- 
lency and revolution ” He exhorts the clergy of 
his church ta vigilance* because t4 te» thousand of 
our heroic brethren— priests ofthe catholic church,” 
suife red “martyrdom” in France — but he neglects 
tp tell the people that this church was the national 
one in that country. He feebly complains, however, 
that a few penal laws remained to distinguish the 
catholics from the other good subjects ofthe king. 

’ The Lopdon Times, of April 14, states, that Mrs. 
Garrick, relict of the late David Garrick, esq. visited 
Drury Lane theatre on Saturday night, to witness 
4 be performance of the “broad farcical pantomi- 
mica! drama, Shuksfienre versus Harlequin” which 
vas written by her celebrated husband— Shi was 
handed from her carriage to her box by Mr. EUis- 
ton— she is now in the 108th year of her age. 

A man publicly sold his wife at London on the 
28th of April — she had a halter round her neck, 
aud was disposed of according to law! 

A petition to parliament is circulating in London 
requesting a repeal of the existing laws relative to 
tmde and navigation; and praying that ships of all 
nations may be admitted free into the United King- 
dom, under the same regulations as British vessels. 

The ad valorem duty, -on British manufactured 
goods, exported from Liverpool, amounted, for the 
first quarter ofthe year 1819, to upwards of 13,0001. 
For the first quarter of 1820, the amount was only 
5,700/. A great falling off, indeed. 

Average price of grain in England and Wales 
fhom the returns, up to 15th April, wheat 69s 2d; 
Rye, 41s 9d; barley, 369 5d. 

"[Grain At these prices, would afford a fine market 
for the surplus product of the United States— but 
England will not receive our bread stuffs: she pre- 
fers to keep up, and %o a most unreasonable extent, 
the market for her own agriculturists ] 

St o oka — April 29. 3 per cent. cons. 68 5-8. 
American 6’s, 101 J a 103; do. 3*s66J. U. S. baqk 
shares 22/. 

TriJefur hisfh treason . Sentence of death was 
passed on Thistlewood, Inpp*, Brunt, 'find and Da- 
vidson, on the 28th of April, to be executed ear- 
ly in May. They were to be hung, then be be- 
lu*ade4 and quartered. It is taid that they exhibit- 


ed . iort enthusiastic bravery, and expressed % 
pride in having an opportunity to lay down their 
lives in the cause of freedom.” The other six per- 
Sons pleaded guilty, and were respited during the 
pleasure of the king. 

The editor of the London Obseryerhas been fin- 

50Q/. for publishing an account of the proceed- 
ings oii the .trial of those persona, before the ter* 
ipinatioii gf their cases. 

We have copies of the speeches of Thistlewood 
and others, when the usuj! question was asked, 
“what have you to say that you should not receive 
judgment to die, according to law?” Thistle- 
wood’s is an able one— it has all tl>e strength and 
firmness pf that which the inestimable Emmet deli, 
vered on a similar occasion, though destitute of* the 
same degree of polished eloquence and magnifi- 
cence of design. He quid, that the question was a 
mockery — it h$d been determined by Castlereagb 
and Sidmouth that he should die, and the count 
was merely the agent to execute film; he affirmed 
that his trial had tyceq unfair — that he had witness 
ses ready to prove the infamous character of those 
who testified against him, who could not be heard, 
and declared that he was about to be murdered by 
the court. The narrative N of l»vi meeting with a 
wretch namec} pdwards is exceedingly interesting. 
This fellow, who was doubtless in tqe pay of the 
government, seems to haye been really the chief of 
the plot — the great advocate pf assassination; who 
proposed the burning of London and su p plied .lh e 
deluded people with arm?, &c. But we shall pub- 
lish the proceedings at length, to shew the machine- 
ry of a monarchy; and are irresistibly tq the 
conclusion, that, though Thistlewood and his asso- 
ciates were criminal, they were directed to that 
point which is to terminate thei? existence by an 
agenf of government. We easily btiiey* this, be- 
cause we know that a scoundrel named QUverl 
in such pay, was at the head of several meetings 
and mobs a little while ago; and that during the “re- 
bellion” in Ireland, many were paid to swear to any 
thing which the Attorney general required, fur the 
conviction of an offensive person. 

Emigration, ft appears by some remarks ofthfe 
chancelloy of the exchequer, that the 50,000 A. ap- 
propriated by the last parliament to assist persons 
disposed to emigrate to the Cape of Good Hope; 
and more, had been expended in the transport of 
5,000 persons. That the British N. A. provinces 
were over-loaded with emigrants, and that the 
strongest remonstrances on the subject had beeq 
received from the government of Canada. 

Aneient utage*/ A London paper of the 1 3th cf 
April, gives the following barbarous account of ^ 
marriage. Now, as the man thus took a wife to get 
clear of the debts of herformcr husband, so he may 
legally release himselffcom the liability to pay any 
contracted by her, by putting a rope round her 
neck and selling her in the public market! 

“The following singular marriage took place at 
Milford church, Hampshire, on the 30th March. A 
man named Richard Wren, being inclined to take 
unto himself a wife, selected as the object of hia 
choice a buxom widow, named Moody, who un- 
fortunately had been left by her formerhusband in 
embarrassed circumstances, and as the lover decline 
ed discharging the debts, the lady, rather than fore- 
go the opportunity of being again united in wed* 
lock’s bands, was married in no other garment 
whatever than her chemise; Which, in that part ofc 
the country, is considered a receipt in full of all de- 
mands on the estate of a deceased husband.” 
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British export*. The following is the quantity of 
white and plain calico**, exported from Great Bri- 
tain.cltiringcach of the following years: 1814, 50, 928,- 
.174; 1815/66,669,930; 1816, 50,251,102; 1817, 63,- 
^ 25 , 555 . 

King's speech, April 27. 

“A/y lord* ajid gentlemen,— **\ have taken the ear- 
liest occasion of assembling you here, after having 
recurred to the sense of my people. 

“In meeting you personally for the first time since 
the death of my beloved father, I am anxious to as- 
fro re you that I shall always continue to imitate his 
great example in unceasing attention to the public 
interests, and in paternal solicitude for the welfare 
hnd happiness of all classes of my subjects. 

“I have received from foreign powers renewed 
assurances of their friendly disposition, and of their 
earnest desire to cultivate with me the relations 
of peace and amity. 

"Gentlemen of the houte of commons , — The esti- 
mates for the present year will be laid before you. 

"They have been framed upon principles of 
strict economy; but it is to me matter of the deep- 
est regret that the state of the country has not al- 
lowed me to dispense with those additions to our 
military force which I announced at the commence- 
ment of the last session of parliament. 

“The first object to which your attention will he 
directed, is the prevision to be made for the support 
of the civil government, and of the honor and dig- 
nity of the crown. 

“I leave entirely at your disposal, my interest in 
the hereditary revenues; and I cannot deny myself 
the gratification of declaring that 80 far from desir- 
ing any arrangement which might lead to the impo- 
sition of new ounleiTs upon my people, or even 
might diminish, on my account, the amount of the 
reductions incident to my. accession to the throne, 

1 can have no wish, under circumstances like the 
present, that any addition whatever should be made 
to the settlement adopted by parliament in the 
year 1816. 

Afy lord * and gentlemen,*— Deeply as I regret that 
the machinations and designs of the disaffected 
Should have led, in some parts of the country, to 
acts of open violence and insurrection, I cannot but 
express my satisfaction at the promptitude with 
which those attempts have been suppressed by the 
vigilance and activity of the magistrates, and. by 
the zealous co-operation of all those of my subjects 
whose exertions have been called forth to support 
the authority of the laws. 

“The wisdom and firmness manifested by the late 
. parliament, and the due execution of the laws, have 
greatly contributed to restore confidence through- 
out the kingdom; and to discountenance those prin- 
ciples of sedition and irreligion which had been 
disseminated with such malignant perseverance, 
and bad poisoned the minds of the ignorant and un- 
wary. 

“1 rely upon the continued support of parliament 
in my determination to maintain, by all the means* 
entrusted to my hands, the public safety and tran- 
quility. 

“Deploring, as we all must, the distress which 
still unhappily prevails among many of the laboring 
classes of the community, and anxiously looking for- 
ward to its removal or mitigation, it is in the mean 
time our common duty, effectually to protect the 
loyal, the peaceable, and the industrious against 
those practices of turbulence and intimidation, by 
which the period of relief can only be deferred, and 
by which the pressure of the distress has been in- 
calculably aggravated . 


“I trust that an awakened sense of the dangers 
which they have incurred, and of the arts which 
have been employed to seduce % them, will bring 
back by far the greater part of those who have beea 
unhappily led astray, and will revive in them that 
spirit of loyalty, that due submission to the laws, 
and that attachment to the constitution, which sub- 
sists unabated in the hearts of the great body of 
the people, and which, under the blessing .of di- 
vine Providence, have secured to the British na- 
tion the enjoyment of a larger share of practical 
freedom, as well as of prosperity and happiness, 
than have fallen to the lot of any nation in. the 
world.” 

FRANCE. 

A letter, lately received at Philadelphia from 
Paris, says, “there is no longer any security for our 
persons — lettres de catchct are revived, -and liberty 
is no longer enjoyed in France; to enjoy that bless- 
ing we can look no where but to the United State* 
or to Spain.” 

Books and pamphlets are seized in France — “»t 
authority;” and editors and publishers are arrest- 
ed for unknown causes ! « The Bourbon*, are re- 
stored** 

Louvel, the assassin of the duke of Bern, main- 
tains astonishing firmness, and speaks with coolness 
of his crime, rejoicing in its accomplishment. He 
looks calmly towards his punishment, and sleeps 
soundly! .. . 

legislation. The following is. another curious 
specimen of the legislation of France : 

In the French chamber of deputies, Mr. Linot 
made a report *nd read the petition of a peifcon 
named I. C. Harbaud, formerly a judge of the civil 
tribunal of the bar. He solicits from your patriot* 
ism [laughs and murmurs,] and from your foresight, 
a law euacting that, in case of the death, the sur- 
render, or the deprivation of a king of lYanoe, alt 
public functions should be suspended till the cham- 
ber of deputies should give an order to the con- 
trary. 

The petition caused considerable commotion in 
the chamber. Some of the members thought the 
petitioner a madman, whilst others considered him 
one of those persons, who, under the pretext of 
serving the cause of liberty, endeavor to overturn 
the monarchy and to break asunder all the ties of 
society. Mr. Linot proposed to refer the case to 
the law departments, for the purpose of a public 
prosecution, to which Benjamin Constant gave his 
hearty support. He considered the petition in a 
different light from Mr. Linot. It was, in his opi- 
nion, only a part of a plan which he had long ob- 
served, to throw odium and ridicule on the right 
of petition. 

M. Cornet dTncourt looked upon the petitioner 
as an undisciplined soldier, wbo had fired before 
order, and thought the matter a. fit subject for a 
court of justice. 

M. dc Marcellus saw in the petition of Harbaud, 
the enemies of the altar and the throne, walking 
openly abroad, and no longer taking the pains to , 
disguise their blasphemy against Heaven. (A 
laugh.] He would repeat, that to attack the king 
was to blaspheme religion; for, in the words of the 
heroine of France, "the king of France it the lieu- 
tenant of the King of Heaven** 

The petition was unanimously referred to* the 
keeper of the seals. 

SPAIN. 

It is stated that the brave regiment which fired 
upon the women and children of Cadis, have em- 
bodied and pewtivod to defend themsetves, if *n 
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, Attempt is made to pui\ish them or compel them 
to accept the constitution. In this determination, 
two other regiments are reported to be united with 
them. 

A Paris journal, of the 22d, contains the follow- 
ing : “The cabinet of St. James has replied to the 
official notification of the changes recently produc- 
ed in the government of Spain, that it sees with 
leisure the adoption of a system which England 
ad long considered useful, and even necessary, for 
the welfare of the Spanish nation. 11 

A letter from Malaga, under date of April 7th, 
announces the arrival at that place of the patriots 
Garcia Ilencros , Zorraqwn, Martinex dc la /iota and 
Calatrava, from the gallies, off the coast of Africa. 
It is impossible, says the letter, to paint the joy 
with which they were received. A triumphal car 
was prepared; all the bells were in motion, and 
there were frequent discharges of artillery. The 
banquets, balls, and fetes, are not yet over. 
acssiA. 

Petersburg , March 8 . The following are the chief 
results of the commercial intercourse of Russia, 
with foreign countries, during the year 1819, and 
the ports and frontier places of the empire Total 
importation amounted to 167 millions roubles; to- 
tal exportation 210,559,343 roubles. Import and 
export, 39,793,340 roubles in bank notes. At St. 
Petersburg the importation was 110,607,315 rou- 
bles— and the exportation 85 millions. Riga — im- 
port, 10,532,560 roubles; export 42,738,375. Odes- 
sa— import, 5,254,233 roubies; export, 14,016,809 
roubles. Archangel — imports, 442,403 roubles; 
export, 9,031,088 roubles. The trade is carried 
on in 28 sea-ports, and 41 custom houses on the 
land frontiers. Ships arrived, 4,809 — ditto sailed, 
4786: of which atCronstadt arrived, 1,061; sailed, 
1,060; at Riga, arrived 1298; sailed 1,298; — at Odes- 
sa, arrived 671, sailed 662; at Archangel, arrived 
306, sailed 250. The above statement includes 
the Russian trade with America, as well as with 
Europe. 

JAPAN. 

The population of Japan, though a country with 
which the other parts of the world have but little 
intercourse, is estimated at 55 to 60 millions. The 
city of Jeddo alone contains 280,000 houses, and 
probably little short of ten millions of inhabitants. 
The number of their blind is rated at 36,000. 

WEST INDIES. 

One of the regal gazettes of Hayti is completely 
occupied with a list of newly created nobility. 
Among them, the duke of Port Royal is elevated to 
the ‘dignity of prince royal, with the title of prince 
Joachim; and his high eminence and right reverend 
Jean de Dieu Gonzales, to the dignity of duke of 
Gonzales and the Palmes; several barons to be mar- 
shals d« camp, &c. 

President Boyer has succeeded in completely 
suppressing the insurrection which has for se- 
veral years desolated a part of the republic of 
Hayti. It commenced in 1807, soon after the fall 
of Dessalines, and has since been cherished by 
Cbristophe. It was the refuge of the disaffected, 
who had a strong hold in the interior, and frequent- 
ly ravaged the sea-coast for sixty leagues in extent. 
Fetion had in vain attempted to subdue the insur- 
gents, but Boyer has put them down— cut off the 
heads of sixteen of the chiefs, and exposed them 
at Jeremie, placed on pikes. 

The British pay only 7 per cent, duty at Port au 
Prince, but the Americans pay 12. American flour, 
imported into Liverpool, pays 70 cents — but if di- 
rect from the United States, gl.20 per barrel. 


Oaring to the drought, it is said that Tortola*- 
which generally makes nearly 3000 hhds of sugar, ' 
will not make more than 250. Canes have beeir 
put in the ground tbfee times. The inhabitants, 
and especially the slaves, ate suffering exceeding- 
ly. A project is on foot at this island, to colonize 
Crab island, which lies 7 or 8 miles to Windward of 
Porto Rico. It is said to be a rich and delightful 
spot— 20 miles long and 8 broad, and capable of 
producing 25 or 30,000 hhds. of sugar. It is yet 
unsettled, except by a few wood cutters— but ita 
sovereignty is claimed by the British, 9panish and 
Dutch governments. 

SOUTH AN ERIC A. 

The following official article will explain, in a 
satisfactory manner, the future of the recent 
changes in the government of the republic of La 
Plata: 

Convention hr.d and concluded between D. Ma- 
nuel Saratea, governor of the province of Bueno* 
Ayres, D. Estainislas Lopez, governor of Santa 
Fee, and D. Francisco Ramriez, governor of Entre 
Rois, the 23d day of February, in the year of our 
Lord, 1820, for the purpose of terminating the war 
which had broken out between the said provinces, 
making provision for their permanent security, and 
concentrating their forces and resources in ono 
federal government; for which object the following 
articles have been agreed upon : 

Article 1st. The contracting parties protest that 
the wisli of the nation, and in particular, in the 
provinces under their command, respecting the 
system of government which ought to regulate 
them, lias been expressed in favor of the confedera- 
tion which has been formed. But as it is necessary 
that it should be declared by deputies nominated 
by the free election of the people, it is submitted 
to thair deliberations. For this end there shall be 
elected by the people of each province its respec- 
tive representative — the three shall unite at the 
convent of St. Lorenzo, in the province of Santa 
Fe, at the expiration of sixty days from the ratifi- 
cation of the convention. And as they are per- 
suaded that all the provinces of the nation aspire 
at the organization of a central government, each 
one of the^said contracting parties promises for it- 
self to invite and supplicate them to concur with 
their respective deputies, that all that is possible 
may be done to assemble them and to promote the 
general good. 

Article 2d. — Whereas all the causes have beew 
removed which involved the friendship and harmo- 
ny between the province of Buenos Ayres, Entrw 
Rios, and Santa Fe, in a cruel and bloody war, to 
gratify the ambition of men who had usurped the 
command of the nation, or disobeyed the instruc- 
tions of the people whom they represented in con- 
gress — hostilities shall cease from this time, the bel- 
ligerent divisions of Santa Fe and Entre Rios shall 
be returned to their respective provinces. 

Article 3d. — The governors of Santa Fe and En- 
tre Rios, for themselves, and in the name of their 
provinces, represent to the heroic province of Bue- 
nos Ayres, the protector of the nation’s liberty, the 
difficult and cumgerout situation to which those 
friendly people and themselves were reduced by 
the threatened invasion of a foreign power, which, 
with considerable force, oppresses the allied pro- 
vince of la Banda Oriental. They leave to the re- 
flection of citizens, so much interested in national 
independence and happiness, to calculate the sacri- 
fices which it will cost the citizens of those provin- 
ces which are attacked, to resist an imposing army* 
wanting in resources, and expect from their geae» 
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rosity and patriotism assistance proportioned to the 
importance of the enterprise, confident of obtain- 
mg every thing that is possible. 

Article 4th. — The rivers of Uruguay and Parana 
shall be open to the navigation of those vessels 
only which belong to the friendly provinces, whose 
coasts are washed by them. Commerce shall con- 
tinue as before; such changes only ^excepted as 
the contracting parties shall Solicit from the con- 
gress. 

Article 5th.— Such individuals as have gone 
from one province, to another, on account of dif- 
ference of political opinions, shall be at liberty to 
return to their respective provinces even such as 
have taken arms and acted against their country- 
men; they shall be restored to their former pos- 
sessions and situations, and a veil shall be drawn 
over the past. 

Article 6th .—The boundaries between the pro- 
vinces shall be referred in case of any dispute on 
that subject, to the general congress. 

Article 7th. — The overthrow of the late ad- 
ministration was a work in conformity with the ge- , 
nend voice, on account of the repetition of crimes, 
in which the liberty of the nation was disregarded, 
and other excesses of an enormous magnitude, tliat 
must answer to a public tribunal which has been 
nominated. This measure is particularly for the 
interest of the officers of the federal army, who 
can justify themselves by the powerful motives 
which impelled them to declare war against Buenos 
Ayres last November, and to pursue, besides the 
liberty of the province of Buenos Ayres, the most 
secure guarantee of the other United Provinces. 

Article 8th. — I’lie commerce, arms, and muni- 
tions of war of all sorts, shall be free in the confe- 
derated provinces. 

Article 9th.— The prisoners of war on each 
side shall be set at liberty after the ratification of 
thisjtreaty, and be restored to their respective ar- 
mies or provinces. 

Article 10th. — Although the contracting parties 
are convinced that all the articles just expressed 
are in conformity with the sentiments and desires 
of his excellency the captain general of la Banda 
Oriental, D. Jose Artigas, according to what the 
governor of Entre Rios has expressed, who de- 
dares himself to be charged with private instruc- 
tions from the said captain general referring to this 
particular case; yet not possessing sufficient powers 
in form, he has agreed to send him a copy of this 
act, as its relations may contribute to the interests 
of the prdvince, under his command, whose incor- 
poration with the other confederated provinces 
will be regarded as a very happy event. 

Article 11th. — At forty-eight hours from the 
ratification of the convention by the junta of elec- 
tors, the federal army shall begin to withdraw it- 
self to pass the middle brook — but having heard 
of the state of devastation to which the province of 
Buenos Ayres has been reduced, by the continued 
passage of different troops, the said march shall be 
made in divisions of 200 men, that the supplies for 
the soldiers and horses may be more equally ren- 
dered, and that the country may suffer less. De- 
siring that the generals may meet with no inconve- 
nience nor want of provisions to themselves nor 
their troops, the governor of Buenos Ayres shall 
nominate an individual, who with this object shall 
a ccompany them to the line of division. 

Article 12th. — At the end of two days or soon- 
er if possible, this convention shall be ratified by 
the honorable junta of representatives. ' 


Done in la Capillade Pifar, the 23d Feb. 1820. , 
(Signed) MANUEL DE SARATEA. 

FRANCISCO RAMIREZ. 

E8TANISLAS LOrEZ. 

The junta of representative electors approved 
and ratified the preceding articles at Buenos Ayres, 
at 2 o’clock of thejafternoon of the 24th of February. 
Thomas Manuel A nchorena, Antonio Jose de Escu- 
kdo, Manuel Luis de Oliden, Juan Jose Cristoval 
de Anchorena, Vicenta Lopez, Victorie Garcia do 
Zuniga, Sebastian de Lecica, Manuel Obligado. 

True copy, OBLIGADO. 


CHRONICLE. 

Major general Scoit arrived at Buffalo about the 
20th of M&\ , on a military tour. 

The U. S. ship John Adam « has arrived at Nor- 
folk, from Rio de la Plata, via the West Indies. 

The U. S. brig Enterprise , capt. Kearney, has ar- 
rived at Charleston, last from Havana, where capt. 
K. obtained the release of some Americans confined 
for political offences. 

Died, at Freeport, Columbia county, Pennsylva- 
nia, on the 23d April last, colonel JoAn Clark p aged 
69 — a valiant soldier of the revolution. 

Baltimore. . Our noble building, the exchange, 
was regularl / opened for business last week, and 
the great hall was filled with our most important 
dealing men, who have agreed to meet at a certain 
hour in each day, for the despatch of business. It 
is said to be one of the handsomest establishments 
of the kind in the world. Its elegant dome excites 
universal admiration. 

Sunday echoole — 9000 children receive education 
at the several Sunday schools in the city of New 
York. 

Five hundred dollar #, in notes of the State Bank 
of Georgia, were advertised to be sold at public 
auction, forepecie, in lots to suit purchasers, in front 
of the exchange, Savannah, on the 24tb ult. 

Gallant affair! A person had an exhibition of wax 
figures at York, U. C. Among them was one of 
maj. geo. Jackton. It was “highly offensive, not 
particularly to the inhabitants of York, but to ev«T y 
British subject, whose heart beat in unison with 
loyalty to his sovereign/* and so they assembled 
with direful intent, bravely seized upon the poor 
waxen figure, and with infinite courage, “hung it as 
high as Hainan.” Really — really, this is too email. 

The navy. Three ships of the line are now lying 
in the harbor of New York — The Washington, 
Franklin and Ohio, — the latter just launched. The 
Independence is at Boston, and the Columbus in 
the Mediterranean. Four others are nearly ready 
to launch — one at Portsmouth, one at Charlestown, 
near Boston, one at Philadelphia, and one at Gos- 
port, near Norfolk. Several 44 gun frigates are 
in considerable forwardness. The equitable mode 
adopted for the naming of our ships of the line, 
though it may sometimes wound a local pride, must 
needs be accepted as the best plan that could have 
been pursued to quiet local jealousies. 

“Duelo at Gibraltar S' Under this head we have 
a long account of some hostile proceedings between 
| certain officers of our squadron in the Mediterra- 
nean, and others of the British garrison at Gibral- 
tar. For several ysars past, unpleasant disputes, 
which sometimes terminated fatally, have occurred; 
and recently a duel was fought between lieutenant 
Downing, of the Guerriere, and a lieut. Smith of 
the 27th British regiment. The latter w«j wound, 
ed three times and severely-^ the former was uj». 
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• as to transfer a whole state to the sovereignty of a 
foreign power, however inadmissible the idea is, 
would ex 'cntualfif be no more injurious to the wel- 
fare of the vest of the union, than an extension of 
our territory equal to the wishes of some. Indeed, 
we have land enough — as great a variety of soil and 
climate, and as great a diversity of interests and 
opinions, too, perhaps, as cau be well go\ erned by 
general laws. 

“ Principles and acts of the revolution.” The 
frequent enquiries recently made for tiiis work, 
now in the press of the editor of the Register, 
induce us to repeat the notification, that it is pro- 
ceeding to a conclusion as rapidly as the nature of 
things will admit of — it is two thirds done, and the 
rest«of the copy nearly prepared. 

The labor of collecting materials for this heavy 
' Volume has been much greater than was anticipat- 
ed, and their quality is not so extensively of the 
character desired, as we hoped that it would be — 
yet the editor is flattered with a belief that he will 
present a work to his countrymen to which they 
may refer for land-murks, on most questions apper- 
taining to the practice* and principle of the repub- 
lican virtues; and it will also rescue from oblivion 
many curious historical facts. 

Tn the present advanced state of this collection, 
we think that we can venture to promise its publi- 
cation in less than three months — We are very 
anxious to get it out, that our expenses may be 
reimbursed; and that they will be, seems evident 
from the fact, that not more than 150 or 200 copies, 
of an edition of 1 J00, remain unengaged. 

American atlas. We have recently received 
two numbers of a work which we fed no small 
degree of pride in acknowledging to be American 
— the large and elegant Atlas, now publishing by 
Messrs. Tanner, Val lance, Kearny and Co. engravers 
of Philadelphia. It *dl contain in all, twenty-one 
sheets, 25 by 22 inches, drawn with great apparent 
care with regard to the most authentic discoveries, 
and beautifully colored: thus arranged — the World, 
America, Europe, Asia, Africa, one sheet each; 
North America, four; South America, two; and the 
the United States will be comprised in nine sheets, 
all drawn upon the same scale and handsomely 
arranged. The whole will be completed in five 
numbers, conveniently done up for use, as six dol- 
lars per number— single maps may be had at g2 
each sheet. 

We do not know what degree of encouragement 
these accomplished artists have received, to aid 
them in this great undertaking; but, from a careful 
examination of the manner in which they have thus 
executed it, they deserve support from all de- 
sirous to ascertain the geography of their own coun- 
try, or to countenance the perfection of the use- 
ful and elegant art of engraving, at home. Every 
gentleman who has seen our numbers has expres- 
sed something like a snrprise at their masterly exe- 
cution — as if such things could not be done “on 
this side of the water ” But it appears to us, that 
these maps may be advantageously compared, as to 
workmanship, with any that we have seen frofp 
Europe; and, as to our own country, they have the 
very important advantage of being more accurate. 

Small chance. — The following notice is from the 
mint of the United States; 

“In order to disseminate small change as exten- 
sively as possible, through the different parts of the 
United States, the mar, in Philadelphia, will deli- 


ver, on account of the Bank of the United States* 
silver xtismes, [ten cent pieces,] to any moderate 
amount; say, tor the present, not exceeding 5 X) 
dollars, in exchange for an equal amount in silver 
bullion, or in any foreign silver coins. 

“ Cents still continue to be delivered, tft^any de- 
sirable amount, in exchange for an equal amount m 
specie, or in any paper receivable at the bank of 
the United States.” ' 

fl^The small silver change at present used in 
the United States, almost exclusively consists of 
and 12 £ cent pieces, the 16th and 8th parts of a 
dollar, of Spanish coinage; and to these the price 
of commodities is every where accommodated. It 
is a work of great time ami labor to alter the cur- 
rency of a country thus established, especially 
while the small pieces continue abundant, which 
those alluded to are and are likely to remain so, 
not being objects for exportation. It is ardently 
to be wished that they should be susperceded by 
our dismes and half dismes, and that ihe prices of 
small articles were generally regulated by them. 
But this cannot be expected for a longtime; and, in 
the present state of things, will not be brought 
about except by the issue of such a quantity , at 
once, of our minor silver coins,- as will overwhelm 
the foreign pieces and drive them from the common 
circulation. Until such a quantity is provided, it 
appears to us that the public convenience is ra- 
ther injured than promoted by the isssuc of these 
pieces. If there were enough of them to supply our 
wants, the banks, by retaining the foreign coins to 
ipeet wanton or vexatious runs upon them for spe- 
cie, might and would do much to give them cur- 
rency, as wcdl from principle as from interest. 

Georgia banks. In the Register of the 3cJ insi. 
we noticed an article, published in a southern pa- 
per, stating that the office of the bank of the U. 
States, at Savannah, had caused certain of the notes 
of the state banks to be protested, &c. 

The papers of that city have made a statement of 
the case — it is said that the office “continues to re- 
ceive and pay out the bills of the local banks, and 
to discount on the faith of those bills” — which they 
receive and accumulate by the public deposites 
j to so large an amount, as to cease to issue any of 
j their own notes, and thus relieve the branch of all 
responsibility to pay specie, &c. That, so circum- 
stanced, the office demanded daily cash settlements; 
“which is the only mode of settlement yet propos- 
ed by that office,” and this the local banks thought 
they ought to refuse to accede to. It Is added, 
that the state banks “have not enough of the-ir bills 
in circulation” for the ordinary purposes of busi- 
ness; “that they are perfectly and far withia their 
limits,” and that they pay specie for their notes to 
individuals. 

The editor of the Savannah Republican toys, thdt 
the “moral energies of the people must be brought 
into operation against the bank.” That “the states 
must take a stand against a corporation which is 
endeavoring to prostrate state institutions rising 
above taxation, and influencing even the national 
government. If this is not done, our state sove- 
reignty is at an end, which ought never to be given 
up.” 

Yea — if the bank of the United States had not 
been so crippled bn its outset by speculators, we 
should already have felt its power every where in 
a way that as yet we know nothing of; and I am 
sometimes almost ready to consider it as a providen- 
tial act, that it was so conducted as to lose the cpn- 
fulcuce of the people, and impair it$ .means of di* 
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recting all to bow down to it, just after it started. 
If it bad been managed with its present apparent 
care, its power would have been paramount over 
all the dealing classes by this time; and, in a man* 
ner, have assessed the value of every man’s pro- 
perty. If the bank shall, as we think that it soon 
may, withdraw some of its badly located branches 
and issue no notes bift such as are payable at Phila- 
delphia, the state banks, in general, will be little 
mure than jackalls for it — provided the revenue of 
the United States shall rise to any thing like what 
it lias been, or even continue as at present. 

Case of the Irbesitible. Ferguson and Denny 
were very lately executed at Baltimore for the 
csime of piracy, in carrying off the Irresistible, &c. 
From a representation of the case made at the time, 
we thought that those persons were about to suf- 
fer unnecessarily, — others of the crew are yet in 
confinement here under sentence of death, and 
sixteen more are similarly situated at Richmond, 
some of whom will probably suffer on the gallows. 

A powerful writer in the Richmond papers, 
pleading for the pardon of the men condemned 
there, in an address to the president of the United 
Stales, gives some interesting statements of the 
case, which, agreeing exactly with what we had 
hitherto heard of the matter, is briefly as fol- 
lows: It is chiefly bottomed on the testimony 
of a certain James A. Black, one of the principals , 
but who turned “states* evidence,** and saved 
himself. 

These men were shipped at Norfolk, on board 
the Creola, under the Buenos Ayrean flag, for a 
cruise of three months — but they were carried di- 
rect to Margaritta as recruits for admiral I! non- 
being fairly kidnapped. When they arrived at 
that island, bread and water in the dungeons of 
the castle or the yard arm, on one hand, — and 
their service under Brion, on the other, was tender- 
ed to them. They had been deceived, were sick 
of the service, and resolved to return to the United 
States, if they could. The brig Irresistible was then 
lying in the harbor of Margaritta under trie flag of 
Arliyas, with whom Buenos Ayres was at war - they 
rose upon the officers of the Creola, and, if lawfully 
sailing under the Buenos Ayrean flag, lawfully board- 
ed and captured the Irresistible, exceptjn the act 
of violating the neutrality of the port, and carried 
her off*, after some opposition, but without injuring, 
or designing to injure, any one— all of her crew 
that wished to be put on shore being peaceably re- 
leased, with all their property then board of the 
vessel. They shaped their course for the United 
States — but this Blaclc, having a commission as 
lieutenant in the navy of Buenos Ayres, wished to 
make his fortune out of it, and to cruise a while in 
the West Indies. By persuasion and threats, and 
from the heterogeneous mixture of the crew, he 
prevailed upon a majority w them tc giro a partial 
assent to his scheme. They boardad iibout thir y 
vessels and treated them all well, except a ttitfy 
piratical vessel, whose means of annoyance they 
destroyed and from whom they took some jewels 
and money, supposed to be plundered — a Spanish 
brig, from which they took about 3,700 dollars, 
leaving a valuable cargo of dry goods untouched — 
and one American schooner, from which they car- 
ried away what scented evidently to be Spanish pro- 
perty. All else were used in the most respectful 
manner; and, at the request of the commander of 
the brig Commodore Hull, of Boston, they convoyed 
him round a certain point of the island of Hayti, 
where picaroon pirates were exceedingly danger- 


ous. They supplied several vessels with provisions, • 
and purchased of others what they wanted, w hich 
they fairly' paid for. . Still anxious to return to the 
United States, Black was deposed from his com- 
mand as first lieutenant and put under arrest, and 
then they sailed direct for the Chesapeake, in which 
they arrived without much apprehension that they 
had done wrong, and proceeded to get on shore, 
leaving the brig for the benefit of the concerned. 

It does not apptar from the testimony offertd, tli^t 
they committed any other act of violence than those 
above stated: they personally injured no one, they 
treated many kindly, or at. least politely — their 
great object was to get back to the United States; 
and, in their circumstances, they thought it legal 
for them to capture the Irresistible to accomplish 
their purpose. 

Such, we believe, is a fair statement of tbe case, 
for which Ferguson and Denny have been hung, 
and between tw enty and thirty others stand con- 
demned to death. Their acts were piracy, no 
doubt; but less so than many committed which are 
sanctioned by the laws. Treated as they appear to 
have been — trepanned and sold to a foreign service 
without their consent, they stand justified in the 
Seizure of the Artiyan vessel IrresitUble, their 
enemy, to make their escape from a detested ser- 
vitude; and if they had destroyed those who thus 
treated them, they might still have been justified; 
but they used them with all gentleness consistent 
with the object that they bad in view. After getting 
quiet possession, they certainly did w rong in cruis- 
ing on their own account, contrary to their original 
intention, and, very probably, in opposition to the 
secret wishes of a large majority — but who thought 
it better to give way, for a time, than hazard the 
grand object of their enterprize — a return from 
whence they came And, at last, they succeeded in 
this, with as small an exercise of the pow'er which 
they possessed as could be expected of men so cir- 
cumstanced: they were numerous, and had the com- 
mand of a vessel super-excellently fitted for p iva- 
teerngor piracy. No act of cruelty marked their 
progress — they w'ere pirates, it is true, by their acis, 
but not so in their motives; and there is an im- 
mense distinction between them and those who are 
to be hung at Boston for that offence, as described 
in the address of judge Story to them, inserted be- 
low. Certainly, no man of spirit, situated as those 
men seem to have been, would have hesitated as 
to the seizure of the Irresistible. If what is uni- 
formly stated is true, I should have thought it a vir- 
tue to have been at the head of that enterprize and 
for such an object, if l had been weak enough to 
have suff ered myself to be seduced into the service 
that they w ere. Their subsequent acts are easily 
palliated; and we trust that mercy will be extended 
to them— enough has been done for the sake of ex- 
ample. Ferguson, the captain, and Denny, the 
2nd lieutenant, have died on the scaffold. 

Kj'tract from the address of Ju<\e Story , one of the 
judge* of the supreme court of the United States, to 
certain persons convicted , at Boston, of piracy — they 
hart previously mutinied and murdered their officers: 
“There is then nothing in print of law in your case, 
which entitles you to the favorable consideration of 
the court, and there is nothing, absolutely nothing 
— in point of f net, so far as is known to us, to call 
forth the public mercy for your succour or pardon. 
You had no excuse for your inhuman butcheries. 
There w'as wot even the pretence of irritated pa* 
sions to soften the deep malignity of the scene. 

It w'as a mild summer evening, the close of a day 
of pleasure and festivity, consecrated to liberty grfd 
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independence. Your officers were already retired served in our last, we easily believe the h;story of 
to repose. One sleeping on deck, the other in his this wretch's proceedings, from a perfect satUfac- 
cabin. The time was fast approaching to midnight, tionof the truth that others have been employed by 
One would have thought that the coolness and tran- the British government for similar purposes. We are 
quility of the scene, might have awakened other surprised, however, that a person of thistle wood's 
thoughts than deeds of darkness. Yet you chose penetration and knowledge of the-prevaiHug aptdn- 
this as the time of your detestable plot. You seiz- age, should have become the dupe of this man, who 
ed one of yotir officers by surprise, in sleep, and was evidently at the head of the conspiracy, and 
threw him into the sea. His cries called up the had several sub-agents to bring in recruits and 
captain, and lie too, was instantly pushed overboard, urge on the affair to that point from which escape 
lie caught hold of the main boom guy , and strug was hopeless! Thistlewood, it appears, contemplate 
gled to save himself from destruction. During ten ed a dark design, and was prepared to enter upon 
agonizing minutes, he remained suspended there, almost any desperate purpose; but Shelton, Ings, 
grappling for life and entreating mercy. Did your Brunt, Wilson, Harrison, and perhaps others, seem 
heart relent on this occasion? It was a moment for to have been enlisted by the government officer! 
repentance, for submission, for humanity, for mer- The narrative of poor Gilchrist is exceedingly af- 
cy — Did yoa listen to the appeals of conscience? to feeling— this wretched man honestly sought bread 
the pleadings of the miserable u’retch just sinking and became guilty ofliigh treason! 
into eternity, and looking round for the last hope There is no manner of doubt, in my mind, that 
of safety? No — no. There was no mercy there. — lord Sidmouth was daily apprized of the proceed- 
You stabbed him with many a wound, till exhaust- ings of his conspirators, until the agent had worked 
ed with fatigue and loss of blood, he seemed ready them up to that condition which the law officers of 
to full, a dying, fainting victim — You then cut away the crown, perhaps, gave it as their opinion would 
the rope, his last feeble hold on life. He dropped amount to high treason -yet hoar this miserable 

— i he ocqan threw its dark waves over him, and he affair can be made out as levying war against the 
was gone forever. He w’as sent to his final ac- king, we are yet to be informed. When they arriv- 
count without preparation and without warning, ed at that point, they were arrested, and the thing 
It was a most crue l, and ferocious, and unnatural noised abroad as a most horrible matter, just then 
murder. Yet it stood not alone. The transition and providentially discovered, to save the lives of the 
of the mate from sleep to death, though more sud- ministers! What sort of morality is it that governs, 
den, and less terrific m its circumstances, was no when such measures are resorted to? 

less agonizing — his shrieks were heard on the deso- It may be asked — why should the ministers have 
late oocan, and then, in a moment, all was silence, patronized a plot which had for its avowed object 
deep and dreary and fearful.” their own assassination? The answer seems easy — 

— perhaps, to relieve themselves of the fear of such a 

After the preceding hsd been prepared for plot— to get rid of some desperate spirits and inti- 
press, we received the following— “We understand, midate others by the example to shew the extent 
that two out of the sixteen seamen, of the Irresisti* of their spy-system and keep the disaffected in 
ble privateer, lately condemned to death for piracy, dread — to strengthen their own power, 
by the circuit court of the United States, at Kieh- There is nothing new in this. In the French 
mond, have been pardoned by the presidentof the police, before the revolution, the system was per- 
il uited States, and that the execution of the sen- fected— not so much for political purposes as to 
tence of the remaining fourteen, has been suspend- support certain men in power and gratify private 
ed. This mitigation is highly gratifying: their case revenge. Whether a man went to a church, a hotel 
is a very hard one.*' — M W*. City Gaz. or a . brothel; — whether he mixed with a society 

that appeared the most religious or most fashiona- 

“THF.cATosTXir.T cowspiBATons.” According to ble — the most profane or the most beggarly, he 
promise, we now publish, in the supplement, the had always reason to believe that a spy might be 
speeches, &c. of Thistlewood and others, prece- at his elbow. The priest at the altar, the landlord 
dent to the passing of judgment upon them. Se- at his table, or the wanton in bis arms, might equal- 
veral parts are, however, left out, which, perhaps, ly be an agent for the preservation of “order and 
it might have been construed into treason to have good government!” Similar systems, more or less 
published in England. For an account of the exe- perfect, prevail in almost every monarchical gt>- 
cution of these men, see page 283. vernment — and are a part of the machinery that is 

There is a law maxim, we believe, of this amount to keep them a-going. In Ireland, during what is 
— that the testimony of a convicted person is not to called the rebellion there, the principle was great- 
be accepted; but what may be law is not always ly extended. It was necessary that some should 
justice, and a man can tell the truth just as well be brought before a court of law anterior to cutting 
after conviction as before it. The rule, however, them to death, though thousands were dismissed to 
bught to be observed, that what such a person says the other world without this ceremony — and per- 
should be received with greater caution. sons were hired by the year to give testimony 

The narrative of Thistlewood has so many and against suspected or offensive individuals, that they 
such 9 trong internal evidences of its truth, that we might be murdered according to the law. And 
cannot help giving much credit to it — especially in England, during the late disturbances, it is noto- 
when he speaks of the spy, Edwards.* And, ss ob- rious that not a few' of the leaders of the mobs, the 

- - — - ■ ■ ■ — — captains-general of riot and confusion, were in the 

•In the house of commons, on the 3d of May, pay of the government; and they induced many to 

alderman Wood gave notice, that cn Tuesday next : 

he would move for the appointment of a secret com- of state fbr the home department, in order that he 
imttee to examine witnesses on various charges might be prevented from so doing, 
against a person of the name of George Edwards. Mr. Brougham said -“As long as such men as 
He added, that he understood this individual was Thistlewood existed in the world, government was 
about to leave the country; and he had thought it not only justified but called upon to employ such a 
right, therefore, to send a letter to the secretary spy as Edwards,” &c. 
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commit acts which the law considers as of the most of them, by a member of congress in his place 
heinous nature, and which, in numerous cases, sub* that the people might be worked up to the war 
jected them to the loss of life or liberty. Example point, and give their unreserved confidence to the 
is contagious — men in all nations and in every age, party then in power. And ten years after these, 
have frequently prescribed to themselves certain the editor of a newspaper who was subsequently 
limits not to be transcended, which they have pas- appointed a senator in congress-, solemnly and re* 
acd over in a fit of enthusiasm, or because they pcatedly proclaimed, that the subjugation of this 
would not be thought fearful or unwilling to do country was designed of by a Tew jioor Frenchmen, 
what others did; but which they would not have had pretending to be dancing masters and barbers, and 
an idea of doing, except for the example set before actually following those professions, who were to 
them. Almost every man has experienced some- be embodied to conquer America! To be sure, 
thing of this: it requires more philosophy and self- most persons laughed at the miserable tale, but it 
denial than most of us can boast of, to resist the was really believed by some — and, when an tinfor- 
force of example in our neighbors and associates, lunate Frenchman (who by the vicissitudes of his 
and especially so under political excitements. It is life, was forced to turn the accomplishments of his 
the spirit of emulation and leads on to good or bad, youth into the means of scraping together the 
as it is directed by those whose opinions and pro- means of subsistence), was seen with a fiddle under 
ceedings we are accustomed to respect. How cru- his arm, there were not wanting old women who 
el then is it to give this noble principle a course that believed that it must needs be filled with sharp 
leads to the dungeon or the gallows — to act in the knives to cut people’s throats! Thank heaven, the 
very reverse of the invaluable petition in the day of these things has passed away and moreJibe- 
itOBu’s prayer, “lead us not into temptation , but deli ♦ ral ideas prevail. But it may do good if they are 
‘ver us from evi?'* sometimes brought to recollection. 

Great efforts are made in the British ministerial To conclude: 1 have little commisseration for This- 
papers to blacken the character of Thistlewood tleuood — he contemplated crimes against which 
and his associates, that the credulous may rejoice every principle within me revolts, and, perhaps, it 
at the preservation of lord Sidmoulh and the rtest. is well that he has been removed from amongst 
One of them, before their arrest, on being told that men; but the mode and manner of it seems very 
the ministers were to assemble at a certain place [as objectionable — and it appears that the most of those 
they frequently did] is said to have exclaimed, “I’ll associated with him, were pure victims to the terri- 

bed -d if I don’t believe there is a God — I have ble policy of the government. 

often prayed [to whom?} that these thieves might But what is this policy to Us? A great deal, 
be together,” &c. There is an evident falsity in Britain is the country of our ancestors, and has an 
this; and no man lives in what is called the civilized excessive influence over our morals and habits, 
world who doubts the existence of a God. Ano- We see to what a noble people may be reduced by 
ther ’paper makes them out to be “ deists , who have g bad government, and to what desperate remedies 
no faith in the merits of our Saviour,” and to reject that government may resort to maintain itself against 
the spiritual consolation of the chaplain. It is like a starving populace — and in them discover new in- 
enough that they rejected his company, considering ducemeiUu to cleave to the letter and the spirit of 
him as a part of the machinery of the government, our own political institutions, which are capable of 
which they are charged with having designed to afford ng, and if rightly administered, would afford, 
destroy. to us all the blessings that can appertain to us as 

The British kingdoms are filled with spies and human creatures, 
informers. Their employment has been broadly The present condition of Great Britain, is thus 
▼indicated in parliament, and their proceedings jus- eloquently described by Mr. fValsh, editor of the 
lifted in that body. One of the most valuable and “National Gazette.” 

discreet’ men that I know (except on account of “What must be the state of the earth at large, 
his political feelings, which seem tomin riot in favor if Great Britain with an eighth of her whole popu- 
of the British and in opposition to the institutions of lation public paupers; with rates of labor lower 
his own country, because, perhaps, his living has so than the cost of the most scanty subsistence for the 
long depended upon his connection with the foreign individual workman; with an aggregate amount of 
nation), has frequently told me that, when in Eng- public burdens not less than one hundred and six 
land, strangers oftentimes thrust themselves into millions sterling, while the total of her private in- 
bis company, and introduced political discussions, come amounts to three hundred and fifty million! 
in which they were most vehement against the go- at most; with a deficit in her finances for the year 
▼eminent, with the view, as he believed, of leading 1819, of thirteen millions; with a public debt of 
• him into similar expressions, or at least of worming clear seven hundred millions, paying an interest of 
•ut his opinions — and it seemed to him that they thirty-two millions; with her soil, as lord Gren- 
must.have received a sort of head-money or blood ville said in Ins speech of November 30, 1819, ^de- 
money, for the zeal and impudence with which they luged with blasphemy and sedition;” with every 
labored in their vocation. And, such is the per- article of food which she consumes, drugged and 
▼ersity of the human mind, that this gentleman, adulterated, and that “by generally creditable and 
thus feloniously intruded upon, though he sincerely wealthy individuals;” with a domestic standing ar- 
rejoices at the downfall of the Spanish inquisition, my of more than fifty thousand men, “to induce 
justifies the right and necessity of the spy-system her subjects to obey the laws;” with unceasing and 
in England, as founded upon the state of the times! sanguinary popular tumults; with overflowing jails, 
Norare we in the United States, destitute of those hulks, and Botany Bays; —with high treason and 
who have tried' their hand at the manufactory of foul murder as the almost invariable chorus of.hor 
plots and conspiracies. In 1798 or ’99, we had a press; — exhibiting, in a short, a perpetual scuffle 
pretty considerable batch of them, among which between government and people; a wide spread 
were the tub plot and the tailor’s plot —- ridiculous contrast of the most excessive luxury and aristocra- 
enough, in all conscience, but calculated to have tic pride, with the most squalid wretchedness ar.d 
considerable effect at a distance from their location; ab ject debasement, we ask what must be the state 
jind there was a great speech made about some of the rest- of <he earth, if Great Britain, with all 
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this, enjoys more prosperity and happiness than any 
other nation of the world?— [alluding to the closing 

n t nee of the king's speech, which declares that 
the British nation enjoys “a larger share of practi- 
cal liberty, as well as of prosperity and happiness, 
thipi has fallen to the lot of any nation in the world.’ 1 ] 

The Slave Trade. 

We h»ve briefly noticed the arrival of four ves- 
sels at New-York, which were captured on the 
coast of Africa, by the United States’ ship Cyane, 
captain Tjonchard, and sent in for adjudication, as 
being American property; and that captain T. had 
captured six others which were so well secured by 
false oaths and false papers, that he thought it ex- 
pedient to let them go. The names of the vessels 
sent in are, the Plattsburg, Endymion, Esperanza 
anti Science, We learn further, that the British 
brig Thistle, had captured three vessels belonging 
to Bristol, R. I. one of which, is the brig Rambler, 
and sent them to Sierra Leone; and that similar 
prizes almost daily arrived at that port, where the 
vessels are condemned and their cargoes emanci- 
pated. ft is believed that there are about two 
hundred slave ships on the coast, chiefly under the 
Spanish flag, but in a great part owned and manned 
by the British, French and Americans. The latter 
are less extensively enpgecl in this accursed trade, 
perhaps, than the British; but there are not many 
of our principal ports at which there is not resident 
a few unprincipled persons who lend their capital 
to carry on this infernal business, so prodigal of 
murder^ and so repugnant to every thing that is 
honest or honorable. 

When the Cyane was left, she was in chase of a 
Email vessel cailedthe Colodero- but it was feared 
she would escape by superior sailing. A patriot 
privateer, with two slave ships her prizes, were 
recently detained by the British ship Myrmidon; 
but a compromise was effected, and the privateer 
released, on giving up her prizes. The ship Nova 
Felicidade was captured by the sloop of war Phea- 
sant and sent to Sierra Leone.- the state of the 
cargo is thus described by the captain of the latter 
vessel : 

««I do further declare, that the state in which 
those unfortunate creatures were found, is shocking 
to every principle of humanity,— seventeen men 
shackled together in pairs by tiie legs, and tw enty 
boys, were on the other side in the main hold, a 
space measuring eighteen feet in length, seven 
feet eight inches in main breadth, and one foot 
eight inches in height, and under them the yams 
for their support. One of these unfortunate crea- 
tures was in the last state of dysentary, whose 
natural evacuations ran involuntarily from Rim 
amongst those yams, creating an effluvia too shock, 
ing for description. On their being released from 
irons, their appearance was most distressing — 
scarcely one of them could stand on his legs, from 
cramp and evident starvation. The space allowed 
for the females, thirty-four in number, was even 
more contracted than that for the men, measuring 
only nine feet four inches in length, four feet eight 
inches in main breadth, and two feet seven inches 
in height; but not being confined in irons, and 
perhaps allowed during the day to come on deck, 
they did not present so distressing an appearance 
as.the men.” 

The only power which now sanctions the slave 
trade with its flag, is Portugal . By the treaty form- 
ed between Great Britain and Spain, on the 23d 
September, 1817, the latter agreed to prohibit this 


trade after the 30th of May, 1820, in consideration 
of the sum of 400, OoOl. paid by the former Tbotigh 
the ihsinterestedness of the British government, in 
its endeavors to abolish the slave trade, (their own 
colonies being sufficiently full), has been much 
doubted; — we are disposed to approbate and sup- 
port her measures in respect to it, and to hope that 
she will appropriate a larger portion of her im- 
mense naval means to annihilate it altogether; and 
are sincerely glad that the United States has inter- 
fered and lent some aid to effect it We hope that 
at least one fast-sailing vessel of war will always 
be kept cruizing on the African coast, and that all 
our frigates and lesser ships, bound to or from Eu- 
rope or the Mediterranean, except when despatch 
is important, will be ordered to sweep the coast 
and support the majesty of the laws, by bringing 
the man-stealers to their penalty. 

By the act of congress, passed at the late session, 
and inserted in the present volume of the Regis* 
ter, page 236, the punishment of death is to be 
inflicted on such of our citizens as are found to be 
engaged in this traffic, and the law appears to be 
so carefully worded as to make escape very diffi. 
cult to those caught in tlje fact. - But another sec- 
tion is wanting to this law, which should, in like 
manner, have affected those of our citizens who fit 
out the vessels, or supply the capital for the trade; 
for they, indeed, are the principals . U is true, that, 
by superior address and cunning, false oaths and 
false papers, these might frequently escape, for the 
proof of their crime could not b% easily obtained; 
yet the conviction of one great merchant and his 
consequent execution, could do more as an exam- 
ple than the suffering of a dozen thoughtless, 
friendless and deceived sailors — who, passing to 
and fro and without a steady home any where, 
would hardly seem to leave a blank in society. 
The other, perchance, fills a large space in a com- 
munity, keeps the best company, gives splendid 
dinner parties and balls — is a bank director, per- 
haps, and a member of sundry humane and religi- 
ous societies;— and his punishment would be a glo- 
rious act of justice: it would be remembered lb r 
many years, and cause others to calculate the hazard 
at which their unhallowed wealth is acquired. A 
regard to their offspring, too, would have a power- 
fel operation on their minds. They would imagine 
that it mjght be said of their children — “they are 
worth so und so, which their father made by steal- 
ing negroes, /or -which he -toas hung;” and this would 
drive them out of every thing like decent society, 
though they themselves might be guiltless 

1 always wish to be understood as deliberately 
opposed to capital punishments, except, perhaps, 
for the crime of treason in war, and for cold, cal- 
culating murder, and for manstealing— whether by 
impressment on the high seas, kidnapping at home, 
or the slave trade abroad The first and th$ last 
of these involve in themselves the rank offence of 
murder , in addition to the . other outrages that pri- 
marily belong to them; and the latter is also a crime 
against posterity, by laying the foundation for such 
scenes as have been exhibited in Hispaniola; and 
which must be anticipated in other places, as the 
natural, irremediable consequences of the trade. 
Impressment and the slave trade are murderous , for 
these manifest reasons — that persons are thereby 
forced into conditions fatal to life, and by which 
great multitudes perish. It is admitted, that a per. 
son may be rightfully compelled to bear arms in de- 
fence of his own country; but if coerced to do so in 
support of the wars of another, and he falls by bat- 
tle or the diseases incident to bis involuntary situs* 
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tion, lie is as completely murdered, in the eye of 
justice, as if those who seized upon him had, with- 
out provocation, blown out his brains with a pistol. 
And, in the slave trade, it is estimated that about 
one third of the cargoes die off; as may well be 
expected from the condition in which the poor 
wretches were stowed in the Nova Felicidade, a&j 
described above, i lie owner of a vessel, then, ■ 
lilted to bring 300 slaves from Africa, coldly re- 
jjolves that he will murder one hundred persons 
who neveT offended him, that he may make a profit 
on the sale of two hundred others, wrested by the 
hand of violence from their homes to curse some 
other country by their presence. The fact is — vt e 
must punish some of these mammoth murderers, 
apd so put a stop to a trade which prostrates every 
principle of the law of God and man, whether it 
relates to the present happiness or future repose of 
nations, and countries, and persons. 

I apprehend that there is an immense difference 
between those who hold slaves, and such as intro 
duce them from Africa.* The first is an evil not of 
our own making, and which the wisest heads and 
best hearts have not as yet discovered any practi- 
cable plan to relieve us of- but the other is a volun- 
tary affair, without the shadow of an excuse to 
palliate it, and as sincerely deprecated in one part 
of the union as the other. And it is believed, that 
far the greater part, perhaps nine-tenths of the 
supposed American vessels engaged in this traffic, 
fcxeept those presumed to be owned in Baltimore, 
belongto the non-slaveholding states !j* 

It is exceedingly to be regretted that eight or 
ten, orperhapsa less number of unfeeling men in a 
great city, should have the power to spread their 
own character over a whole community: but so it 
will be until the public indignation shall" drag them 
forth, and fix them up as objects “for scorn to point 
her slow unmoving finger at.” 

* dj*By another arrival from the co»6t of Africa, 
we learn that a swift sailing schooner has been 
purchased as a tender to the Cyane, and manned 
and armed to assist in protecting the new colony 
just forming for our liberated blacks, and for in- 
tercepting vessels engaged in the slave trade. The 
colony is to be established in th e^neighborhood of 

*1 make this remark because I have seen some 
observations on the subject which I consider as 
exceedingly ungenerous and unjust— calculated to 
do harm rather than to answer any good purpose to 
the cause of emancipation. 

f Judge Jackson, of the western circuit of Vir- 
ginia, in a late charge the grand jury, said — “The 
poor African is stimulated by them [those who car- 
ry on the slave trade] to the perpetration of the 
blackest crimes in orderthat he may furnish fresh 
subjects for the insatiable cupidity of his employ- 
ers. The disgrace and criminality of this traffic 
have not been sufficient to deter some of those 
claiming the protection of the American flag and 
the rights of citizenship, from engaging in it. It 
»S‘however, gratifying to believe that the citizens 
of Virginia, where domestic slavery is authorized, 
regarding its existence as an evil which they have 
not been able to devise the means of abolishing, 
hold in proper abhorrence every effort to increase 
that great moral and political calamity; and that 
they have not been partakers of the crimes so often 
imputed to citizens of other states, where slavery 
does not exist, and is held in the greatest detesta- 
tion. It is your duty, nevertheless, to enquire, and 
diligently enquire, whether any such offenders are 
within this district.” 


the island of Sherbvo* — the country is said be beau- 
tiful and healthy, having also a good harbor. 

The preceding was written for last week’s Re- 
gister. Since then, we are grateful to be inform- 
ed, by (he Georgetown .Messenger, that other ves- 
sel* of the Uyited States will be despatched to 
assist the Cyane,. in her present most honorable 
employment. » he Hornet sloop of war, sailed 
from New- York on tho 9th inst. ou this service. We 
have also the following account of the proceedings 
on the persons sent home in the vess* Is cgpturcyl 
by tlic Cyane, in ihc New- York .Yutiunal Mvocate, 
of the lUtii inst. as follows: 

“Some days since were brought before Mr. jus- 
tice Livingston, several persons who had been 
taken by the sloop of war Cyane, from on bo&rd 
of the American schooner Science, and some other 
vessels, on the coast of Ahica, which vessels arc 
alleged to have been employed at the time in cor- 
ly ing on a traific in slaves, contrary to the laws of 
the United States. 

Mr. Wells and Mr. Blake moved for the dis- 
charge of some of them, on the ground that at the 
time of their being taken out of these vessels, it 
did not appear that there were any slaves on board, 
so that they c«.md not, in the words of the act, be 
said to be employed “ In the transportation or car- 
rying of slaves from one foreign country, or place, 
to another.” 

Judge Livingston decided, that as the vessels 
appeared to have been fitted out for the slavd 
trade, and were employed therein, when these 
men were found serving on board, their case was 
embraced either by the 2d or 3d section of the act 
of congress, which was passed on this subjert the 
10th of May, 1800, although no negroes or slaves 
were on board at the lime, lie accordingly com- 
mitted all who were citizens of the United States 
or were residents thereof at the time of fitting out 
these vessels, to the city prison, (excepting one 
who was admitted to bail,) to take their trial at the 
next circuit court of the United States to be held 
in this city. 

Since the commitment of these men, we under- 
stand that a merchant of this city, and a citizen of 
the United States, was taken before judge Livings- 
ton, on a warrant issued by him, on a charge of fit- 
ting out in this city, in the rpenth of December 
last, the abovementioned schooner Science, for the 
purpose of her being employed in this trade. This 
gentleman was bound over to take his trial at the 
same time. 

It is said that a special court will be appointed 
for the trial of these men. 

Those who were brought before the judge, and 
appeared to be subjects of other powers, and never 
to have resided in the United States, were discharg- 
ed, it being his opinion, that theirc-ise was not in- 
cluded in any of the laws which had been passed 
for the prohibition of this trade.” 


American prisoners in Spain. 

It gives us great pleasure to lay before our rea- 
ders a late correspondence between Mr. Forsyth, 
our minister at Madrid, and don Juan Jabnt, acting 
secretary of state for foreign affairs, in relation to 
citizens of the United States, who have been so 
long held in confinement in different portions of 
the Spanish dominions, for political reasons^-to 
which is added the translation of a royal decree 
for the immediate liberation of all these prisoners 

JVV. Int. 
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Jilr. Forsyth, minister plenipotentiary of the United 
States at Madrid , to Sr. don Juan Jabot , acting mi- 
nister of state for foreign affairs. 

Madrid, March 31, 1820. 
Sin: On the 18th of May, 1819, I had the honor 
<o transmit to the marquis cle Casa Yrujo, ad inte- 
rim secretary of state, a despatch and representa- 
tion in behalf of some Americans confined at Mala- 
ga. On the 31st of July, I asked the attention of 
his successor, Mr Salmon, to the same subject. On 
the 21st Sent. I presented to the duke of San Fer- 
nando a statement, on the part of the American go- 
vernment, of all the persons, citizens of the United 
States, who were known to be iu confinement in 
different portions of the Spanish dominions, with a 
list of their names. To this list I requested that 
three other persons' names might be added, by a 
note of the 5th October. To neither of those se- 
veral applications, have 1 received a reply. The 
recent and very interesting events whicn have oc- 
curred here, lead me to hope that a recurrence to 
to this subject may be useful. Having been direct- 
ed by the president of the United States to use all 
the means in my power for the restoration of the 
Americans confined to their country and friends, I 
trust that I shall be excused fop bringing into view 
a subject of apparently minor importance. 1 have 
been y nofHcially informed, that the Americans who 
were in confinement at Malaga have been liberated, 
whether by an order of this government or by the 
spontaneous generosity of the local authorities, an 
ticipating the decision at Madrid, 1 know not. I 
persuade myself, if his majesties attention should, 
in the midst of the weighty concerns that now 
occupy his royal mind, be recalled tothU subject, 
that the same liberal indulgence would be granted 
to all. A generous forgetfulness of past differences 
of opinion among Spaniards has been proclaimed 
«nd warmly recommended. I should feel the most 
heartfelt satisfaction if the same magnanimous poli- 
cy should be extended to my suffer ing countrymen, 
without discrimination. Those who are innocent 
would receive it gratefully, since the culpable 
wpuld partake of its benefits. I forbear to dilate 
on this subject, referring you to what has been pre- 
viously addressed to your predecessors, contenting 
myself with repeating, that such an act would pro- 
duce the happiest effects on the future relations of 
Spain and the United States, two nations who have 
many common, few opposite interests, and who 
have, at this moment, in the similarity and liberali- 
ty of their institutions, stronger inducements to 
draw near to each other, than any other two powers 
qn the globe. 

I renew to you, sir, the offering of my most sin- 
cere respect and perfect consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

Translation of a letter of don Juan Jab at , acting 
minister of state for foreign affairs , at Madrid, to 
the minister pltnapoteniiai'y of the United States. 
Snt: I have the satisfaction to communicate to 
you, for the information of your government, that 
the king of the Spains, desirous to give to the 
United States of America continued proofs of his 
friendship for them, and of his wish to evince it 
more strongly, at a period when, by the principles 
of their respective governments, both people have 
more nearly approximated to each other, has re- 
solved tp set at liberty all the Americans, of the 
United States, made prisoners within the dominions 
of Spain, for having taken part in the disturbances 
of his American colonics. 

Ifis majesty, in commanding me to make to you 


this communication, has further charged me to ex- 
re ss his hope that tliis generous proceeding will 
e duly appreciated by your government; and the 
rather, when the injuries resulting to Spain, from 
a conduct so unjustifiable, are taken into consider- 
ation; and that it will, in future, exert its whole 
authority and influence to suppress every hostile 
or piratical act derogatory to those principles of 
sound morality which should form the rule of cod- 
duct of all nations governed, as in the case of Spain 
and the United States, by a constitution founded on 
wisdom and justice. 

I hereupon renew to you the assurance of my 
high respect, and I pray God long to preserve you, 
Madrid, 12 th April* 1820. 

JUAN JAB AT. 

[TRAVBLATIOV.] 

Copy of the decree issued by his majesty Jor the libera- 
tion of such Americans, of the United States, as have 
been made prisoners for taking part -with the insur- 
gent* in America. 

Most excellent sir: The king having been pleas- 
ed to issue an act of pardon and oblivion, is desir- 
ous of giving immediate effect to it by setting at 
liberty all such Americans, of the United States, as 
have been made prisoners within his dominions for 
having borne arms with the insurgents; for having 
acted as spies; for having been arrested without the 
requisite passports; for having aided and abetted,’ 
directly or indirectly, the existing rebellion in his 
American possessions; and, in fine, all such as have 
not committed the crimes of robbery and assassina- 
tion, or who are confined for just debts. Circular 
letters to this effect are to be immediately des- 
patched to all competent officers in America, in 
Spain, and in the garrisons abroad. 

All which I communicate by royal order, for 
your information, and to serve the needful purpo* 
ses. God preserve you many years. 

JUAN JABAT. 

Palace, 12/A April , 1820, 

Air. Forsyth to seignior Don Juan Jabot , 

Madrid, April 12, 1820, 
Sir : I have had the honor to receive your ex* 
cellency's note of this day’s date, giving me infor- 
mation that the fting of the Spains had determined 
to liberate all the Americans, prisoners in the 
Spanish dominions, for having interfered in the 
disturbances with the Americans. I shall hasten 
to transmit this pleasing intelligence to the go- 
vernment of my country, who will find in it new 
motives to prevent all violations of that neutrality, 
within the strict limits of which it resolved to con- 
fine itself at the commencement of those distur- 
bances. It is with infinite pleasure I shall perform 
this duty, as I well know this act of his catholic 
majesty WUl be highly grateful in itself to the Ame- 
rican government, and be considered as the pre- 
sage of future harmony between Spain and the 
United States — the evidence of the spirit of gener- 
ous friendship which is hereafter to animate and 
regulate the intercourse between them. I rejoice 
that the policy and the circumstances of his go- 
vernment have permitted the indulgence of his 
majesty's benevolent disposition towards my suf- 
fering countrymen. 

I renew to your excellency the assurance of my 
high respect and consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

Air. Forsyth to the consuls of the United States on the 
J Mediterranean, in Spain. 

Madrid, April 13, 1820. 
Sin : I have the satisfaction to inform you, th*l 
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the king of the Spains has directed all the Ameri- 
cans, prisoners in different parts of the Spanish 
dominions for having intermeddled in the distur- 
bances with the Americans, to be liberated. I give 
you this information, that you may take the earliest 
opportunity to convey it to the Americans who may 
*be in confinement in your neighborhood. At the 
aame time, you are hereby authorized to say to 
them, that the expense of their voyage, from the 
place of confinement to the United States, will be 
advanced, if necessary, by the American govern- 
ment. For .this purpose, any advances you may 
.make will be repaid to you out of the contingent 
fund of this legation, or at the department of state 
ia Washington, at your option. I am, $tc. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 


Legislature of Maine. 

The 31«t ultimo being the day designated by the 
constitution for convening the first legislature of 
the new state of Maine, a quorum of the members 
elect attended— JoAn Chandler esq. was chosen 
president of the senate, and Benjamin Arne*, esq. 
unanimously elected speaker of the house of repre- 
sentatives: both of whom addressed their respec- 
tive houses and in an appropriate manner. 

The votes for governor being officially counted, 
it appeared that William King, esq. had 21,083, and 
was elected almost unanimously — the whole num- 
ber given being only 22,914. 

The houses then proceeded to examine the elec- 
tions of their own members, and fully to organize 
themselves — and, on the 2d instant, they received 
the following MESSAGE from the governor, who 
had been duly qualified before the two houses on 
the preceding day : 

Gentlemen of the senate and of the 
house of representatives. 

The political connexion, which had so long sub- 
sisted between Massachusetts and Maine being dis- 
solved, it is a source of much satisfaction to reflect, 
that the measures, adopted for its accomplishment, 
have effected the object in the most friendly man- 
ner. A great and powerful commonwealth volun- 
tarily yielding up her jurisdiction over a large por- 
tion of her a tizens and territory, over whom she 
held an undisputed and rightful sovereignty; these 
citizens peaceably and quietly forming themselves 
(into a new and independent state, framing and 
adopting with unexampled harmony and unanimity 
a constitution, embracing all the essential princi- 
ples of liberty and good government; these are 
events which constitute a memorable era in the 
history of our state — events for which you, no 
doubt, as well as our fellow -citizens in general, will 
acknowledge with gratitude that divine goodness 
which directs and controls the concerns of men. 

The act of Massachusetts, assenting to the for- 
mation of the district of Maine into a separate and 
independent state, also provides for a division of 
the public, property. Although a large majority 
of the legislative body, which passed that act, was 
constituted of members from Massachuse* ts pro- 
per, who thus had it in their power to dictate the 
terms, the principles of division as settled by them 
are so equitable and just, that they have received 
the general approbation. By this correct and wise 
course of policy, the executive and legislative de- 
partments of that government have laid the founda- 
tion of a lasting harmony between the two states. 

Assembled for the purpose of performing the 
first acts of legislation, on you is devolved the ar- 
duous and important duty of devising, maturi ng, 


and perfecting a system of wise, equal and whole- 
some laws. Nor is the responsibility and difficul- 
ty of your situations, as members of the first legis- 
lature, diminished by the consideration that the 
consequences, which may result from your delibe- 
rations will have an important bearing on the ge- 
nerations, which are to succeed you, as well upon 
the present and future character and standing of 
the slate. 

The establishment and organization of a supreme 
judicial court will require your early attention As 
the security of the people, the uninterrupted enjoy- 
ment of individual rights, the protection of proper- . 
ty and the peace and harmony of society, in a great 
measure, depend upon the correct exposition and 
impartial administration of the laws through the in- 
strumentality of our courts of justice, it is highly 
important to the people themselves, that such ade- 
I quate compensation should be assigned to our first 
[judicial officers as shall command the services of 
men of unquestioned integrity, possessing the first 
intelligence and extensi/e legal attainments. 

Connected with the establishment of our judicial 
system there is a subject, which I submit to your 
consideration with great diffidence. Our statutes, 
which embrace, as is well known, but a small portion 
of our laws, are comprised in five or six large vo- 
lumes. In many cases, in consequence of explana- 
tory, additional, supplementary and partially res* 
pealing gacts, it has become difficult to ascertain 
what the law is. Under a government such as 
ours, a government of laws, and not of men, it 
ought to be one of its first principles that the lawa 
should be simple and plain and easy to be under* 
stood. A new and revised code of statute law there- 
fore, it is believed is exceedingly desirable a9 it 
cerlianly is practicable. It also becomes an inte- 
resting question, whether it is not practicable, as 
well as desirable, to extend the revision still farther. 
When the United States assumed their indepen- 
dence, it became necessary for the several states, 
and Massachusetts among them, to adopt the then 
existing colonial statutes, together with the common 
law of Great Britain, embracing also a considerable 
portion of her statutes. This heterogeneous mass, 
with the statutes and judicial decisions of Massachu- 
setts has been provisionlly adopted by this state; in 
addition to which, we have those of the United 
States; the whole combined, forming such a variety 
of laws, opinions and judicial decisions, as to fill so 
many volumes, that few fortunes can purchase them, 
and still fewer capacities correctly understand 
them. A condensed, plain, perspicuous and well 
digested code, therefore, embracing every branch 
of civil and criminal law, as well as the forms of 
proceeding in the several courts, would, it is believ- 
ed, be a most invaluable acquisition to the citizens 
of this state. That the compilation and establish- 
ment of such a code is not altogether visionary, is 
demonstrated by the fact, that such a code has not 
only been framed and established for itself by a 
foreign nation in our own times, but is universally 
acknowledged to be one of the greatest national 
benefits ever confered on any country in any age. 
If the enacting of such a code is ever practicable 
under a government constituted like curs, there 
can be no period more favorable to its accomplish- 
ment, than the present, when we are just com- 
mencing our political course, as a new and inde- 
pendent state, and when so general a disposition 
prevails to harmonize in all measures calculated to 
promote the best interests of the community. — 
Should the legislature deem it expedient to :-dopt 
any measures preparatory to such u gu>i.i.d \e\\- 
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sion of our laws, I would recommend, that pro- 
vison be made for establishing a board of juritpru- 
deuce , to consist of men best qualified for the duties 
of such a station, with instructions to digest and 
prepare such a code, apd report the same to-thc 
legislature. 

The situation of our fellow citizens, employed in 
agricultural pursuits** will not suffer in comparison 
with that of those of any other part of our country. 
It furnishes the most plenary evidence how advan- 
tageous this employment is to the people of our 
state. The encouragement which agriculture has re- 
ceived not only from government but from patriotic 
individuals, and the consequent advances which it 
has made, afford the « ost satisfactory, evidence of 
the importance : f a continued and more particular 
attention to that interest. The propriety of encou- 
ragingour various agricultural societies at this time 
cannot be doubted. As the inhabitants of a good soil 
and healthy climate, we owe it to a bountiful provi- 
dence to do all in our power to make it the resi- 
dence of men alike prosperous and happy. 

The manufacturing business of the country i9 at 
this time acquiring new energy. The capital now 
employed, though already large, will necessarily be 
increased; asthisstate furnishes an unusual number 
of sites, where water power can be applied with 
advantage, I suggest for your consideration, whe- 
ther there \ypiild not be a propriety and sound po 
licy in exempting all such manufacturing establish- 
ments, as are or may be located Within this state, 
as far as the principles of the constitution will ad- 
mit, from every species of taxation for a considera- 
ble term of time. Some such encouragement the 
manufacturing interest at this time requires. If 
yielded, the state will no doubt find itself amply 
indemnified by .the increase of capital and a large 
accession of respectable inhabitants. 

The fisheries of our coast, bays and rivers are 90 
connected, the one with the other, and are an in- 
terest so important to the people, that they will 
require your particular attention. The laws enact- 
ed for their regulation differ so materially, that it 
may well be doubted, whether all their provisions 
are calculated to promote the public good, and 
whether, in some instances, the views of individu- 
als and sections of country have not been too much 
consulted. 

The lands belonging to the state will also deserve 
your attention. Should a system be adopted for 
their management, calculated to prevent specula- 
tion, at the same time giving every encourage- 
ment to the real settler, the expectations of the 
best friends of Maine will be fully realized in an ex- 
tended cultivation and an increased number of in- 
habitants. The svstem, which has hitherto been 
pursued, you will probably think has little to re- 
commend it for further experiment. The inconve- 
niences and embarrassments, which the settlement, 
as well as the settlera themselves, have in many in-, 
stances experienced from the large proprietors, 
will, it is presumed, long be remembered in order 
to be guarded against by future legislators. A part 
of the public lands is covered with timber, which 
hereafter will be valuable; at the same time the 
land itself is not generally well calculated for set- 
tlement. The preservation of the timber there- 
fore will be highly interesting to the 9tate. 

What progress has been made under the fifth 
article of the British treaty in settling the eastern 
boundary of the state against the province of New 
Brunswick, and the northern boundary against that 
of l.o^er Canada, I am not able to inform you.— 
As this state and Massachusetts have so deep an 


interest in the settlement of these boundaries, 
there would seem to have been a propriety in the 
agent appointed on the part of the United States, 
being taken from one of these two states. But, 
under existing circumstances you will consider 
whether the interest of the state does not require 
from you the adoption of such arrangements, as are 
best calculated to afford the present agent such 
information in relation to this important subject, 
as the people in this state have it iii their power 
to give. 

A revisal of the militia law is rendered necessary 
with a view of conforming it to the equitable provi- 
sions of the constitution. Other improvements also 
will no douht suggest themselves. The peculiar 
situation of this state renders the most particular at- 
tention to the militia necessary. Our future safety 
as well as the honor of the country requires it. And 
now that the service is to be performed equally 
by all, all will no doubt unite in rendering it highly 
honorable. 

The arms received by the commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts from the United States, are to be divided 
| between the two states in proportion to the returns 
of the militia, according to which the arms were 
received. As an early application will be made 
for this state’s proportion, your attention to the sub- 
ject, as well as to the necessary provision for their 
deposite and security .at some convenient place, is 
rendered necessary. 

According to the terms of the act relating to the 
separation, one third of all such sums, as may be re- 
ceived from the United States on account of the 
claim of Massachusetts for expenses incurred for 
the defence of the state during the late war, is, when 
received, to be paid over to the state of Maine. 
Whatever difference of opinion may have existed 
in relation to the mode, there could be none as to 
the necessity of the expenditure incurred within 
this portion of the commonwealth; as the most va- 
luable part of thisxlistrict was defended in conse- 
quence of it. My situation during the late war 
gave me an opportunity to be acquainted with the 
details of the service of most of the militia, within 
this section of the commonwealth. They were or- 
dered out only on necessary and proper occasions; 
they were discharged immediately on the enemy’s 
retiring. To the allowance of this claim the United 
States have interposed certain objections; but al- 
though the subject has been repeatedly 7 presented 
to the consideration of congress, no definite deci- 
sion has been passed upon its merits. It is believed 
to be interesting to the United States, as well as 
.to Massachusetts and Maine, that you should adopt 
sdeh measures in relation to it, a9 arc best calcu- 
lated to bring thi%chum to a speedy and equitable 
decision. 

Having adverted to the defence of this part of 
the country during the late war, it would be ne- 
glect of duty on my part not to remind you, that, 
as there is no state in this union, whose inland fron- 
tier is more exposed, so there is noue, which lias 
so extensive and so exposed a maritime frontier, as 
Maine. Yet, while military roads are making to aid 
the defence of some portions of our country, and 
bays, rivers and towns, are fortifying for the defence 
of others, most of the garrisons and other works 
within this state, erected at considerable expense 
by the national government, are now without a sin- 
gle soldier to guard them, and for want of necessary 
attention rapidly falling into decay. It only re- 
! quires that our situation should be properly repre- 
sented and understood, that the procedure should 
be corrected and the desired effect produced. 
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The commonwealth of Massachusetts has stipu- this important selection, I feel confident that the 
Jated to pay to the state of Maine, thirty thousand legislature will look with a single eye to the cha- 
dollars for performing certain dunes and obliga- meter, the honor, and the best interests of the 
tions to the Indians within this state, provided the state. 


assent of the Indians and a release of that common- 
wealth from all her engagements to them are first 
obtained. In recommending this subject to your 
consideration, I indulge the hope that such mea- 
sures will be adopted as, while they are least ex- 
pensive to the state, shall be best calculated to pro- 
tect the nghtsand secure to this, the last remnant 
of the natives, residing among its, all that comfort 
which they are capable of enjoying. 

The amount for travel and attendance of the 
members of the late convention, and for incidental 
expenses, was, twenty -one thousand one hundred 
aftd thirty-one* dollarK. The sum received from 
the treasury of Massachusetts, as provided by the 
act relating to the separation, was seven thousand 
seven hundred and forty-two dollars, leaving a ba- 
lance #f thirteen thousand three hundred and eigh- 
ty-nine dollars. To discharge this balance and other 
accruing expenses, the sum of fourteen thousand 
dollars were borrowed from the banks of the state; 
for the repayment of which it will be necessary for 
the legislature to make provision 
Toe receipts into the treasury, agreeably to our 
present system of revenue, will be, from the state 
tax twenty-eight thousand seven hundred and eigh- 
ty-six dollars; from the bank tax seventeen thou- 
sand and eeven hundred dollars; from licenses pro- 
bably six thousand dollars — to which add for the 
present year eight thousand dollars to be received 
from the treasury of Massachusetts, amounting in 
the whole to sixty thousand four hundred and eigh- 
ty six dollars. What is to be the amount of the ex- 
penditure of the state is by the people confided to 
you. It is very desirable that the receipts into the 
treasury should exceed by a considerable amount 
the estimated expenditure, in order that you may 
be enabled to endow our literary institutions, en- 
courage agriculture and lay the foundation for such 
public roads, canal* and other improvements, as the 
general interest of the state may require 

The existing embarrassments in our circulating 
medium cannot, it is believed, affect our revenues. 
The alarm, in relation to the country banks, which 
originated in the capital of Massachusetts, and un- 
fortunately extended itself into this state, is fast 
subsiding; not however without havingfirst reduced 
three of our fifteen banks to the necessity of sus- 
pending specie payments. This course it is pre- 
sumed was intended by these banks only as a tem- 
porary measure, adopted to prevent improper sa- 
crifices on their part, as well as to secure the hold- 
ers of their paper against any eventual loss The 
present situation of our monied concerns cannot be 
of long duration, in a section of country possessing 
so many advantages. A return to prudent econo- 
mical pursuits and habits of life for several years 
past on the part of our farmers, has placed them in 
the most eligible situation. It is only necessary 
that the trading and mechanic portions of the com- 
munity should imitate the example to derive equal 
benefits. The effect of such a course npon the 
prosperity, the morals, and the happiness of the 
people would soon become visibly confidence would 
be restored, and specie would resume its place in 
1 he vaults of the banks. 

■ Admitted into the union as a constituent member 
of the American family, I need not remind you 
that the selection of two of our most distinguished 
citizens to represent this state in the senate of the 
United Suites has become necessary* In making 


The constitution under which you are assembled 
points out generally those duties which it is neces- 
sary should be performed by the first legislature. 
Having, in conformity with the provisions of that 
instrument, suggested for your consideration such 
subjects as l consider deserving your attention, I 
request you, gentlemen, to be assured that nothing 
would afford me so much pleasure as concurring 
with you in all measures calculated to promote the 
general prosperity, so that our fellow citizens may 
view the present with satisfaction, and look for- 
wafd with confidence to the future; and that, under 
the blessing of a wise and gracious Providence, the 
union of the states and the freedom and happiness 
of the people may be perpetual. 

WILLIA KING. 

Council chamber , June 2d, 1820. 

Foreign Artirles. 

OB EAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

London dates of Jliay 4. 

Thistlewood, Ings, Brunt, Tidd and Davidson 
were executed for ingh treason on the 1st of May. 
All the rest of the conspirators, except one, were 
embarked for Botany Bay, to be banished for life. 

The account of their execution fills five heavy co- 
lumns of a newspaper! The prisoners heard the 
annunciation of the time of their execution with 
great composure — Thistlewood said, “the sooner 
we go, sir, the better.” Some of those that were 
respited expressed great joy— others heard of it 
without any emotion. Poor Gilchrist has been re- 
spited without mention of the commutation of pu- 
nishment, and will probably be discharged. 

The parting of these unfortunate men from their 
families is particularly described. They preserved 
a manly firmness. The scaffold for executing them 
was erected on Sunday, in part by torch light, in 
the presence of thousands of curious spectators — 
some of whom, in order to have a good view of the 
execution, remained in their places all night— and 
tiie windows within view of it were let out at one 
pound per head ! Seven hundred special consta- 
bles were on the spot— but the people behaved 
peaceably. 

Early in the morning, the military, the constables 
and firemen were in attendance, and a little alter 
7 o’clock, all the horrid ceremonies being in readi- 
ness, Thistlewood was brought forth. “His deport- 
ment wap firm, he looked round at the multitude 
with calmness/' Tidd came next, and nodded fa- 
miliarly to some persons that he knew. On his 
ascending the scaffold, Ings gave three cheers — and 
sung, “O give me death or liberty.” At this time 
Thistlewood said to Tidd, “we shall soon know the 
last grand secret.” Davidson was firm, without 
affecting indifference — and seemed to be engaged 
with the clergy present in attendance, whom the 
rest had rejected. Brunt appeared indifferent — 
he had a laugh on his countenance. Just before 
their caps were-drawn over their eyes, Thistlewood 
said, “I have but a few moments to live; 1 hope you 
will tell the world that I died a sincere friend to 
liberty/* Ings said, “I die an enemy to tyrants. 
Recollect, put that down/' and a little while after 
added, “I am not afraid to go before God or man. 

1 know there is a God, and 1 hope he'll he merci- 
ful.” The drop then fell, and in three minutes their 
sufferings w#re over. 
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At the end of half an hour, the bodies were cut 
down one by one, and beheaded by a person wear* 
ing a mask. " This was done with a knife; and when 
the people saw it applied to the throat of Thistle- 
wood, they raised a shout of horror and reproach. 
But the head was cut off and held up, while the 
executioner called out, “This is the head of Arthur 
Thistlewood, a traitor.** When he was proceed- 
ing with Tidd, he was received with groans and 
hisses, and cries of “shoot the murderer**— “bnng 
out Edwards,** &c. which increased when he was 
beheading the last. 1 he whole period of the exe- 
cution was one hour and eight minutes. Quick 
lime was thrown on the bodies, after they had 
been placed in the coffins The person that de- 
capitated them was the same that beheaded colo- 
nel Despard, and his associates, several years ago. 

Here follows a long account of the conduct of 
those executed, on the day and night previous. 
Ings and Brunt were callous of feeling, except on 
uccount of their families. Thistlewood and Tfdd 
were sedate, and Davidson serious, praying several 
times. 

And thus ends the famous “Cato street conspira- 
cy** — which has occupied a space and excited a 
degree of public attention far beyond the real me- 
rits of the $ase. 

A reward of 300/. is offered for two persons 
charged with high treason at Glasgow. 

The queen's arrival in England was shortly ex- 
pected. 

The London Sun says, that sir Henry Wellesley, 
ambassador to Spain, was likely to return soon, 
Without the formality of taking leave of the Spa- 
nish court. H 3 lady, we understand, is already on 
her journey home. 

The chancellor of the exchequer has proposed 
that there be granted to his majesty, a revenue of 
850,000/. per annum for Great Britain, and 270,000 
for Ireland, to commence from the demise of the 
late king. 

Money is so abundant in London, that good bills 
are readily discounted at 4 per cent., ana for short 
periods, at 3 and even 2 per cent. On the 3d of 
Muy, 3 per cent, consols were at 68|; American 
6 per cents. 102 a 103— U. 8. bank shares, 22/. 
Wheat, average, April 22, 68*. lid. 

TRANCE. 

The celebrated Volney lately died at Paris. He- 
met his fate with “philosophic courage.** Sarazin 
has been sent in chains to his place of destination. 
The trial of Louvel was soon to commence. Re- ! 
cruiting goes on actively in France. The nation 
appeared to be quiet. ' 

SPAlrf. 

A round-about report reached us last week, 
which stated that the king of Spain had ran away 
from Madrid and escaped into France. 

The London Star, of April 1st, mentions the re- 
ceipt of two letters, affirming that the king of Spain 
had despatched a letter to the king of France, in 
which he declared “that he had only taken the 
oath to maintain the constitution of the cortes, in 
order to prevent his being dethroned; but that his 
sentiments remained unchanged.** The same paper 
adds, that another letter, subsequently received, 
states that Ferdinand “had privately made out a 
solemn protest against his own oath and all the 
concessions consequent thereon, as not being given 
with his free will, but wrung from him by force. 
This protest, (continues the letter,) he sent off by 
a courier te the family here, (at Paris) to be depo- 
sited in the archives, until a proper occasion should 
offer for its production. But Mina intercepted the 


bearer of it, took a copy, and then allowed the 
bearer to proceed with the original.** 

A plot to assassinate Mina was discovered at 
Pampeluna. 

Five friars entered into a conspiracy to unite the 
galley slaves at Alicant, (400 in number,) against 
the constitution ! They were happily detected, and 
all things soon quieted. 

(£j*We have heard of private letters of late dates 
from Madrid, written by persons of great respecta- 
bility, which represent the new order of things as 
completely settled. The most odious of the late 
persecutors of the patriots are politically dead, and 
remain undisturbed. The king has entirely chang- 
ed the manner of his life, and seems as if made 
a new roan of. He mixes freely with society, 
with but little formality, and professes himsplf to 
be, and really appears to be, much gratified with 
the change; and oftentimes -expresses his regret 
that he did not know the happiness derived from 
such an intercourse with the people. He was be- 
coming popular, and takes his ride or his walk with 
very few attendants, saluting the people politely, 
who treat him with the greatest respect, and yet 
with a familiarity hitherto (at least for centuries,) 
unknown in Spain. If Ferdinand is honest in aU 
this— “may be live a thousand years !*’ 

Congratulation of the consul of the United Stater of 

America to the constitutional council of the city of 

Cadiz, on the change in the government of Spain. 

As a citizen of the United 9tates of America, and 
as their consular representative in this city, I em- 
brace, with the highest satisfaction, the earliest 
opportunity of tendering to your excellencies my 
cordial and sincere felicitations upon the great and 
glorious event which I have witnessed. Or th? 
restoration of liberty to a nation so worthy to poa, 
sess it, I have contemplated, with admiration, the 
happy means by which it was obtained, and the 
good order observed throughout, but particularly 
in this capital, during successes so interesting: and 
now that this nation, like my ou*n, enjoys the right 
to be free, I feel it my duty, amoQg the first, tom* 
nifest to your excellencies these the sentiments of 
my countrymen and myself on so auspicious an oc- 
casion. 

God preserve you many years. 

o. mca 

April 5, 1820. 

Answer of the constitutional council . 

The cordial congratulation contained in your let- 
ter of the 5th April inst. has been in the highest 
degree flattering and gratifying, both as coming 
from you as a citizen of the United Slates, and in 
your capacity as a consul of so great a people; nor 
has less pleasure been received from the indication 
given by all your countrymen, of their being actu- 
ated by the tame liberal feelings. We share in 
your felicitations upon our having broken the 
chains rivitted by superstition and despotism; and 
we honor with equal veneration the names of Wash- 
ington and Quiroga. 

Liberty and justice are now the fundamental 
bases upon which all the operations of the Spa- 
niards are to be grounded; consequently you may 
assure your countrymen, that henceforth they 
need apprehend none of those fiscal regulations 
which were mysteriously conducted, and which 
appeared calculated to excite distrust and to im- 
pede the pursuits of commerce, which should be 
always open, to enable us to preserve the inter* 
course of nations as members of the same family. 
These are the liberal principles prescrilxrd by our 
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sacred constitution, and which shall be inviolably 
observed. 

God preserve you many years. 

SALVADOR DE ALAGON, SecVy. 

April 6, 1820. 

Proclamation of the king of K Spain to hie South Ame- 
rican subjects . 

“THE KING TO DIB SUBJECTS BEYOND THE SEAS. 

« Spanish Americans : When, in the year 1814, 
my arrival in the capital of imperial Spain was an- 
Bounced, fatality induced the restoration of certain 
institutions which long and confirmed habits had 
caused as to regard as superior to others, which, 
being more ancient, were irreconcileable to existing 
prejudices, and could not be modified in any dis- 
tinct forms The unhappy experience of six years, 
and the disgraceful evils which went on accumu- 
lating by those means which were deemed likely 
to produce universal happiness - the general com- 
plaints of the people in both hemispheres, and their 
energetic demonstrations, convinced me of the 
necessity of returning back to that line from which 
we had incautiously deviated: and seeing that the 
general wish of the nation, impelled by that prin- 
ciple which had distinguished and elevated it on 
. the great stage of the world to that height which it 
should hold among other nations, induced me to 
adopt those sentiments, identifying myself most 
sincerely and cordially with them, and caused me 
to adopt, recognize, and swear to, according to a 
. spontaneous proposition, the constitution formed 
in Cadiz by the general and extraordinary cortes, 

. vyid proclaimed in that city in March, 1812. No- 
thing can possibly exceed my satisfaction at the 
universal rejoicing which took place* and the real 
heroic generosity of the people, who are suscepti- 
ble of errors but not of crime, will quickly obliter- 
ate the recollection of past evils The Spaniards at 
this day, present a spectacle for admiration to all 
. Europe, solemnly pledging themselveB to their 
constitutional system, which justly estimates the 
reciprocal duties between the nation and the throne. 
A state so securely poised, and founded on the 
: most durable basis, on which are bottomed alike 
true liberty and public credit* promising that the 
new institutions shall find their best security in fa- 
vorable and permanent results, combining the im- 
proved state of science with the dictates of sound 
policy, and establishing the military and naval 
strength of the nation on principles which will 
render it the most effectually applicable as circum- 
stances shall require, and bidding fair to restore in 
all things, that respect and consideration which we 
have lost. 

“ A new flood of light is shed across both Spanish 
hemispheres, and nothing can exceed the refulgent 
brightness which already illumines, or the ardor 
which is felt from the sacred fire of patriotism. 1 
congratulate myself as the first to feel this sweet 
and generous emotion; I also exult in having to 
announce it; and I exhort you to hasten to en joy 
such immense benefits, by accepting and swearing 
to a constitution which is framed for the felicity of 
you and yours. I affirm to you, 1 sacrifice nothing, 
When I feel that, by confirming this fundamental 
law, I shall secure your happiness : and, though it 
might be productive of evil to me, I should equally 
have acquiesced, persuaded that the honor of ma- 
jesty should weigh as nothing when placed in com- 
petition with the public good. 

“ Americans! — You have deviated from the line of 
your true interest— you feel by this time what your 
; misconduct has cost you — those immense fatigues 
: •—those perils without end, sanguinary wars, fright- 


ful devastations, and the extremities of all evils.— 
Nothing has resulted to you but tears and griefs, 
turbulence and heart burnings, cruel imprison- 
ments, starvation, destructions by fire, devastation, 
and unheard of horrors — results which will en- 
tail disgrace upon you to future generations— 
what can you hope from such? Hear the soothing 
voice of your kii.g and father. Expel that disquie- 
tude and restless distrust which agitate you, and 
replace those in your bosom by affectionate and ge- 
nerous sentiments. No longer regard vengeance 
as a virtue, nor odious animosity as an obligation. 
The two hemispheres have nothing inherent in 
them to prohibit lasting and reciprocal friendships; 
nor is it in nature that you, who are true brothers, 
can be enemies. You speak butthis same language 
— you profess but the same religion — you are go- 
verned by the same laws— adhere to the same cus- 
toms— and, above ail, you are adorned by the same 
virtues— virtues the true offspring of valor, of ge- 
nerosity, and the supreme elevation of great souls* 
Renew with the mother country those relations, 
which for three centuries, your progenitors, the 
favored children of victory, have labored to estab- 
lish. Renew also those reciprocal relations which 
the new lights of the day, and the system of a re- 
presentative government require. Throw aside 
your arms, and cease that destructive warfare which 
has occasioned so many terrible evils, which must 
be recorded in history in letters of blood. AVitli 
arms so wielded, the lives of kindred individuals of 
the same families must be sacrificed — sacrifices 
which must involve self-desperation and self abhor- 
rence! The universal nation is actuated by my 
wishes, and will enable me, by all its means, to tri- 
umph without violence, over those obstacles which 
but prolong a state of public calamity. We have 
adopted a system more ample in its principles, and 
conformable to those which you yourself hare wish- 
ed for; our distinctive character directs the reci- 
procal observance of a frank and loyal conduct op- 
posed to that of a mistaken and too cunning policy* 
which, by its false and intricate combinations can 
but seldom hope for favorable results. The mo- 
ther country gives you the example; follow it Ame- 
ricans, it will but insure your present and fu- 
ture felicity; ^ive to the mother country a ground 
of hope, that in an age so pregnant with great and 
extraordinary events, the love of order and the ge- 
neral good, accords with all yotCr wills, and the re- 
sults from your uniform opinions. 

“The cortes, whose name alone is a favorable 
pledge of important benefits And successes for all 
Spaniards, is about to aisemble. Your brothers of 
the peninsula anxiously hope, with extended arras, 
for the accomplishment of their wishes in your has- 
tening to fraternize, to unite in conference with 
them as equal subjects, on those remedies which* 
the necessities of the country require, and of your 
own particularly; the security of your persons is 
guaranteed by the laws of national honor, and 
which sacred code the country has sworn in the 
face K>f the universe religiously to observe* Reu- 
nite, therefore, with the fathers of the country* 
conciliate wise predilections of the people, contri- 
bute to the safety of the state, fix forever the hap- 
py destinies of the two worlds, and entitle your- 
selves, above all, to that immortal crown which is 
conferred by the blessings of a greatful posterity! 
What benefits, what felicity will not this much de- 
sired union produce! Commerce, agriculture, in- 
dustry, science, and art, will flourish with unprece- 
dented brilliancy in this happy country, and univer- 
sal, undisturbed tranquility, the precious offspring 
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of mutual concord; and a constitutional govern- 
ment common to all, in which nothing unjust or 
arbitrary can exist, will elevate us to the highest 
pitch of prosperity to which man is capable of at- j 
tain mg. But if those salutary counsels given from 
the recesses of my heart, and if that true and friend- 
ly hand which your dear country holds out to you 
— this country which lias produced so many of your 
fathers, and which haatho authority to prescribe — 
be not attended to, you will have to fear all those 
evils which the furor of a civil war produce — all 
those evils which accrue to a state, destitute of its 
natural and legitimate government, and which re- 
sult from the insidious seductions of ambitious 
men, who promote the horrors of anarchy, with a 
view of wresting into their hands the sceptre of go- 
vernment; those unprincipled despoilers, unknown 
adventurers— those foreign intruders, who seek 
earnestly for occasions to sow the germs of discord 
and confusion — who endeavor but to divide, but to 
dominate; in fine all the horrors and convulsions' 
which states suffer in the most violent crisis, pro- 
duced by the effervescence of political principles 
and passions, will await you! And when you will 
feel all these terrible effects to be expected from 
national indignation and a justly offended govern- 
ment— a government most strong and powerful 
when supported by the people, and directed ac- 
cording to the principles which actuate them. Oh! 
may such a moment of considerate obstinacy never 
arrive! Never; for the poignant grief which it 
must create could, but for a short interval, be borne 
by your tender and indulgent father, 

“FERDINAND.” 

PORTUGAL. 

Letters from Lisbon state, that the regency has 
adopted the most vigorous measures to prevent the 
introduction of the Spanish newspapers into the 
realm! 

POLAWp. 

A beautiful monument has been erected at Ja- 
now, in memory of Kosciusko. 

EAST INDIES. 

We have some particulars of the disasters of the 
Dutch, in their attack upon Palembang. They lost 
500 Europeans by sickness and battle, and the na- 
tives had a work which mounted 100 pieces of can- 
non to defend the entrance of the river. The ad- 
miral on the station, has advised his government to 
renounce all its pretensions to territory in this 
quarter, except to Java and the Moluccas. 

The Calcutta Journal of January 24, contains an 
official account of the capture of the town of Ras- 
ul-Khyma, the rendezvous of the pirates in the 
Persian Gulf, by the British expedition, under maj. 
gen. Kerr, after a resistance of six days. The loss 
of the British was about fifty, killed and wounded; 
among the former major Wolesworth. The Arabs 
effected a retreat to the neighboring hills and date 
groves. One of the chiefs, after the retreat, re- 
turned and gave himself up to the British. Tlie 
pirates had 62 pieces of cannon mounted on their 
works; they left 300 killed and 700 wounded. 

yrxsT INDIES. 

Two large French ships, laden with flour, have 
arrived at Havana from Bordeaux, but with, clear- 
ances from St. Andero, in Spain, and their cargoes 
admitted at so low a rate of duty, as, if perse vered 
in, it is said, will wholly stop the demand from the 
United States for that great staple of our country. 

We have a very pleasing account of the proceed- 
ings at Porto Rico, on proclaiming the constitution 
of the cortes. A grand Te Deum was sung in the 
cathedral, and all that religious .ceremony or mili- 


tary parade could do, were added to give dignity 
to the occasion. Don Vapullo, colonel of the regi- 
ment of Grenada, and a "Spanish citizen ,” addressed 
the troops, and spoke handsomely in favor of free- 
dom. I he a ccount is published at the “national 
printing office.** 

Gen. Renovates died in the Moro castle on the 
22nd ult. He had of late resided in New Orleans,, 
but proceeded to Havana just after the news of re- 
cent events in Spain. He was arrested there with 
several other officers, ona charge of having attempt*, 
ed a conspiracy to overthrow the present govern- 
ment, and establish the independence of Cuba. 

BRAZIL. 

By an arrangement between the court of Naples- 
and that of Brazil, 500 galley slaves have embarked 
at the former for Rio Janeiror-veiy much to their 
own satisfaction. Married men were permitted to 
take their wives. It is said that thousands of crimi. 
nals have petitioned the king of the two Sicilies for 
permission to be sent to Brazil. 

It is remarked that— While 20,000 free emigrants 
increase every year the free population of the Unit- 
ed States of America — Brazil, the soil and climate 
of which is infinitely finer, is obliged to call crimi- 
nals from Europe to augment the number of its sub- 
jects. 

SOUTH AXEBTCA. 

When the people of Campeacby heard the news 
of the adoption of the constitution of the cortes, by 
the mother country, the inhabitants took the arch- 
bishop, or high priest, from his bed, at 12 o'clock at 
night, and compelled him to ring the church bells 
till day-ligfit! 

From Chili, we have the details of the capture of 
Valdivia, a very strong post in the southern part 
of that country, and until then held by the Spa* 
niards— naturally almost impregnable, and fortifi- 
ed at the expense, as lord Cochrane supposes, of 
a million of dollars, mounting 100 pieces of can* 
non, disposed in a number of batteries. These 
were carried in a gallant style, with the loss of only 
five killed and sixteen wounded. The Spaniards, 
confident in the strength of their works, seem to 
have been unprepared for much resistance. A con- 
siderable part of the garrison escaped. Cochrane 
at first resolved to destroy the fortifications, but 
considering it would be wrong to leave what he 
calls the “safest and most beautiful port,” of all he 
had seen in the Pacific, defenceless, he had refrained 
from doing so. The royal frigate Dolores was cap- 
tured in the port. 

From Venezuela , we learn that the patriots had 
fortified Rio de la Haclie, and intended shortly tw 
proceed against St. Martha. It is said that an at- 
tempt was lately made to poison Morillo; but the 
plot was discovered, and many persons had been 
apprehended as participator? in it — among them 
some of those who appeared to be his best friendv 
and twenty femafes. 

Buenos Jiyres, &c. It was only last week that we 
published a treaty, concluded at Buenos Ayres, 
between Saratea, Ramirez and Lopez, for restoring 
peace and quietness to the provinces, with an ap- 
parent view to the establishment of a federal go- 
vernment. This convention is dated the 20th of 
February last. We have since seen a great mam 
of documents and papers enough to fill an entire 
Register, relating 4o the antecedent and subse- 
quent events. The chief things that seem to be 
worthy of note are as follows: 

For several days after the entry of what is called 
the federal party, every thing seemed to go on well; 
but, about tlie 5th of March, gen. Balcarce, juhI 
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others, who are called the adherents of Pueyrre- 
ilon, ellccted a counter-revolution, and obliged the. 
Carreras, and all the federalists to fly to the army, 
lying a short distance from lluenos Ayres. Bul- 
carce was invested with the powers of the dicta- 
torship. Many of the best officers and most distin- 
guished citizens, with two regiments and sever. I 
smaller bodies of troops, went over to the fede- 
ralists. On the 12th of March, the troops on whom 
the dictator chiefly relied, left him, and then he 
made his escape. At 5 o’clock on the same day, 
Saratea returned to his command, amidst the shouts 
of the people. Up to the 18th, many of the partizans 
of Pwevrredon were arrested; but Balcarce, and 
eight or nine others, were not then taken. Strong 
measures had been adopted to preserve the public 
peace. But all these great changes were effected 
without bloodshed; and, at our last daite, the 2uth 
of March, tilings appeared to be settling down into 
order. 

From the documents published since the flight 
of Pucyrredon, his whole administration appears to 
have been a tissue of corruption and deceit. It 
seems that lie, in conjunction with the late congTess, 
had secretly formed, or were negociating, a treaty 
with France,^ for the reception of a king from the 
Bourbon family, now in Italy, the prince of Lucca, 
— in support of whom France was to advance 12* 
millions of livres, and Portugal to guarantee the 
measure, on a cession of the Oriental district. All 
the members of congress, who signed the agree- 
ment to have a king, were arrested, with the ex- 
ception of three persons, who accompanied their 
signature with a protest. 

It also appears that Pueyrredon treacherously 
prevented the conquest of Upper Peru by San 
Martin, by throwing impediments in his way. On 
the whole, he seems to have been as profligate a 
character as ever was entrusted witli the govern- 
ment of a state. 

We are not able to gather what will be the pro- 
bable result of these commotions — we hope for the 
best, and wait patiently further advices. A time 
of public commotion is not that which is best fitted 
to ascertain truth . The general design, however, 
appears to be to establish a federal government, on 
equitable principles— to which the province of 
Buenos Ayres will be a party, not the dictator, as 
heretofore. We do not see why France should 
have interfered in this matter, except, indeed, as 
has been observed, with the ‘sole view of checking 
the growth of republics.’ 

It is said that the Portuguese had recently gained 
Mme considerable advantages over Artigas, and 
that he had been deserted by his second in com- 
mand at the head of a considerable body of troops. 
It was expected that the new government of the 
provinces would declare war against Portugal. 


CHRONICLE. 

Died, at his residence in South Carolina college, 
at Columbia, on the 4th inst. Dr. Jonathan Morey, 
for 16 years the president of that institution — a gen- 
tleman and a scholar, and much regretted by all 
who knew him. 

A letter from Utica, N. Y. . of the 3d inst. states 
that fresh butter, of an excellent quality, sold that 
day at four cents per lb., and very fine lamb at twen- 
ty-five cents per quarter. 

The U. S. schooner Lynx has seized another pi- 
ratical vessel, with a crew of 24 men, and sent her 
to New-Orleans. The itate of things in tins city 
and its neighborhood is of the roost unpleasant 


character— and nothing but a strong arm. will re- 
lieve either of a great number of persons, chiefly 
foreigners, who are a disgrace to the human family, 

A Spanish Guineaman lias lately committed acts 
of sheer piracy on two American vessels — plunder- 
mg them in Uie most outrageous manner, and mal- 
treating their crews. 

The military road, from the Tennessee river to 
lake Ponchartrain, it was supposed, would be com- 
pleted by the troops employed upon it before the 
end of the present month. Bridges were built and 
ferries established, so that the journey might be 
conveniently made on horseback in the beginning 
of May, This road lessens the distance to New Or- 
leans, by land, compared with the route hitherto 
taken, from three to four hundred miles. 

The Ancient artillery company at Boston was in- 
stituted in 1638. It held its anniversary meeting 
on the 5th inst After which the members dined 
together, with a numerous body of invited guests, 
of tha highest respectability. Among the toasts 
drank, was the following: 

« Hancock and Adams,** who vet speak on our fes- • 
tal day, and whose voice is - old times and old princi- 
ples .^ — May the spirit which gave birth to our asso- 
ciation, preserve it as long as our country has a 
blessing worth fighting for. 

[There are two pieces of cannon belonging to the 
company. One of them often spoke in the revolu- 
tion, but its original companion, if we recollect 
rightly, was captured, and now is jn the tower of 
London, preserved as a trophy.] 

K small balloon, sent up from the university in 
Baltimore, at 7 o'clock on the evening of the 30tli 
ult. was found the next day near Chester, in Penn- 
sylvania, (the time of its descent not stated.)- The 
distance in a direct line is perhaps about 90 miles. 

Naval. From, the Norfolk Beacon, of June 5 — 
We take peculiar pleasure in stating, which we do 
upon unquestionable authority, as an evidence of 
the mutual attachment and confidence existing be- 
tween the officers and seamen, as well as of the 
happy state of discipline of our navy, that a few 
days since, the entire crew of the U. States frigate 
Constellation, (one of the squadron lately under 
the command of com. Morris), and commanded by 
capt. John B. Nicholson, were paidofT ; the pay re- 
ceived by them amounting to $12,000; in ten days 
-from the time of their discharge, the whole crew 
r- -entered the service for a three years’ cruise on 
board that ship, now commanded by capt. Ridgely; 
a circumstance, we believe, without example, in 
the naval service of this or any other country. 

The Following is given as a summary amount of 
the officers, whose names are inserted in the ‘Naval 
Register’ of the United States: 


Captains : : . : 

: : 33 

Master- commandants : 

: : 31 

Lieutenants : : : 

: : 213 

Surgeons : : : t 

: : 47 

Surgeons’ mates : 

: : 50 

PurseTS : : : : 

: : 46' 

Chaplains : : : 

: '. 13 

Midshipmen, on the list : 

: ; 350 

Sailing-masters : 

: : 70 

Boatswains : : : 

: 20 

Gunners : : : 

: ; 23 

Carpenters : : : 

< : 17 

Sailmakers : : 

: 12 


Atari ne corps. 

Lieut. Colonel 1 1 1st Lieutenants 24 

Captains 9 | 2d Lieutenants 46 

Naval depot. It i9 said that the commissioners, 
captains Warrington and I^Jiotsof the navy, and gen. 
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Bernard, of the engineers, have fixed upon Charles- 
town, in, the harbor of Boston, as the most suitable 
site for the northern naval depot. The cost of the 
work9 necessary to defend this place would be 
comparatively small, Boston being already strongly 
fortified. 

The Indians . We have a report that a dreadful 
civil war rages among (he Choctaws, originating in 
u private resentment, but now occupying the whole 
tribe. It is said that two parties of the nation met, 
each about 150 strong, who fought until not more 
than ten or twelve of the combatants were left 
alive ! 

Specie . The ship Franklin, from Charleston, 
brought nearly 100,000 dollars in specie— and the 
Charleston Packet, hourly expected, has also on 
board a large sum. We understand this money was 
sent out from England to purchase cotton; but the 
article was held too high for speculation. Jf.Y. Gaz. 

Paver of steam. On the 4th instant, the line of 
battle ship Franklin, was towed from the North 
river, at Ne w-York, round to the navy -yard, in East 
river, by two steam boats, with great apparent ease, 
though the tide was running against them at the 
rate of four miles per hour. In time of war, this ap- 
plication of steam power may of the greatest im- 
portance. 

Canal navigation. The Utica Patriot gives a list 
of 28 boat arrivals, on the canal, between the 21st 
May and 6th June. Among them the Montezuma, 
constructed for passengers, which plies regularly 
between Utica and Salina, and performs a trip eve- 
ry two days. We also notica the arrival of a boat 
from Cayuga, with 250 bbls. flour. 

Travelling. The route from Fayetteville, N. C. 
to Norfolk, 230 miles, is now performed in stages, 
in three days, without travelling in the night— 
and passengers may reach Baltimore from the lat- 
ter place in the steam boat in one day more, a dis- 
tance of nearly 200 miles. It is pleasing to notice 
these things as shewing the progress of improve- 
ment. 

It is stated in a Louisville paper, that colonel R. 
M. Johnson , a senator in congress from Kentucky, 
travelled from Washington city to his residence, a 
distance of near 600 miles, in seven days. [If any 
one had prophesied such a journey 25 years ago - ] 

The Ithaca Journal says, that the journey from 
New- York to Buffalo, can. now be performed in 
three days, by taking the stage from Newburgh to 
Ithaca, the steam boat Enterprise from Ithaca to 
Cayuga bridge, and the stage from thence to Buf- 
falo. 

An unlucky thief. A gentleman, resident near 
Easton, Pen. recently sent his daughter to town on 
horseback, to get a $100 bank bill changed into 
notes of smaller denominations. The bank being 
shut, she did not succeed, after having applied at 
several stores; and on her way home, a very polite 
gentleman on horseback, overtook and solicited 
the honor of her company on the road 'lliey pro- 
ceeded until they arrived at a convenient place, 
when the gallant gentleman presented a pistol at 
her breast and demanded the note: site drew it 
forth, but her hand trembling, it slipped from her 
fingers and was carried a considerable distance 
backward by the wind. The fellow dismounted, 
and left his horse standing— the alarmed girl gave 
her*s the whip, the robber’s followed at full speed; 
a pistol discharged by the villain at the young wo- 
man hastened her horse, and she reached home 


safe and sound, accompanied by the robber’s horse; 
worth at least $100— and in the saddle-bags, be- 
sides a large quantity of counterfeit notes, $1500 
in genuine bank bills were discovered. No one 
has appeared to claim the property! 

Poll tax of Connecticut. By an act passed at the 
late session of the legislature of Connecticut, the 
polls of all white male persons, from the age of 21 
to 70, are required to be inserted on the tax list, at 
thirty dollars each, with a proviso, that the asses- 
sors and board of relief of each town, may abate or 
exempt from taxation, the polls of infirm, sick and 
disabled persons, not exceeding one tenth part of 
the taxable polls. \nd it is further provided, that 
the polls of ministers of the gospel, of all denomi- 
nations. during the time of their ministry, and in- 
structors and students in colleges and incorporated 
academies, shall be exempt from taxation — and 
also, the polls of officers and privates of the militia, 
provided each person liable to'perfbrm militia duty, 
and claiming such exemption, shall produce a cer- 
tificate from the proper officer, on or before the 
20lh of October in each year, “That he is equipped 
according to lav , and dressed in uniform , and has per- 
formed military duty during the preceding year .* 9 

Pennsylvania. At. a meeting held m the court 
house at Pittsburg, Penn, without distinction of par- 
ties, and composed of from two to three hundred 
citizens, resolutions were passed which evinced the 
sentiments of the meeting to be highly friendly to 
the promotion of manufactures and internal improve- 
ment. The thanks of the meeting Were given to 
Henry Baldwin , esq. for his able endeavors on the 
floor of congress, to advance those great interests, 
and he was nominated for a re-election. fVedter 
Jjovrie, esq. also obtained the acknowledgments of 
the meeting for bis aid of the manufacturing in- 
terest. 

JVkw- Orleano. We have accounts from this city 
to the 24th ult. Numerous attempts to fire the towts 
had been detected. The public mind was exceed- 
ingly agitated, on account of the threats made to 
release the pirates, at every hazard. There had 
been one alarming lire near the jail, and another 
at the arsenal, both of which did much damage. 
The latter endangered a great part of the city and 
shipping. One hundred barrels of powder were in 
the magazine, which was fire-proof; but six hun- 
dred muskets in the arsenal, strangely left loaded 
with ball cartridges, were destroyed. Happily thejr 
were stacked, so that they were discharged in the 
air. Twenty buildings were consumed on this oc- 
casion. 

By the steam boat Robert Fulton, which touched 
at Charleston on the 6th inst on her way from New- 
Orleans to New-York, we learn that the captain 
(Desfarges) and first lieutenant (Johnson) of the 
piratical schooner Bravo, were executed on the 
25th May. Fifteen of the crew were respited for 
sixty days, and one had been pardoned. 

Texas. Fifty three persons were recently ar- 
rested by the marshal of the district of Louisiana 
and brought to New-Orleans, charged with the in- 
tention of making an irruption into the province of 
Texas. They were without arms. After being ex- 
amined, the district judge ofthe'United States or* 
dered the proceedings of the general government 
to be discontinued against all of them except four, 
against whom it is alleged there is evidence suf- 
ficient to commit them for trial. The remainder are 
detained under the vagrant law of the state. 


PRINTED BX WILLIE 03DE3 RILES, AT TJX FIU.R XLIR PRESS, WAfEB-BTBXI r. 


Digitized by t^.ooQLe 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO. 16— VOLUME VT— NEW SERIES. 


TMK txs*r TUP. PMhHAkHT >4>lt l Uk m tUi. 

EDITED AND PUBLISHED MY H. NILES, AT $5 PKU ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 


British Conspirators. 

From the London Observer, of April 30. 

This morning at a quarter after nine, lord chief 
justice Abbott, lord chief justice Dallas, the chief 
barotl, Mr. justice Richards, Mr. justice Best, and 
the Cbmmon serjeant, took their seat9. 

Mr. Brown, the gaoler, was immediately request- 
ed to bring the prisoners to the bar. In a few mi- 
notes the clank of chains was heard, and the ele- 
ven prisoners entered the court. They were all 
double irttnecl, with the exception of Ings, who 
has been much indisposed since his conviction, 
'fhistlewood came first, and advanced to the bar. 
There was a melancholy resignation in his counte- 
nance. lie appeared considerably altered since 
the last time of his being in court. 

All being in readiness. 

Mr. Shelton, (the clerk of the arraigns,) address- 
ing himself* to Thistlewood, said, “Arthur Thistle- 
wood, you stand convicted of high treason, what 
have you to say why you should not receive judg- 
ment to die, according to law ?’* 

Thistlewood immediately drew forth a manuscript 
ptddress, which he proceeded to read in a mournful 
tone, and with a strong provincial accent, as fol- 
lows : 

“ My lords, — I am asked, my lord, what I have to 
say that judgment of death should not be passed 
*Upon me according to law. This to me is mockery; 
for were the reasons 1 could offer incontrovertible, 
and were they enforced even by the eloquence of 
a Cicero, still would the vengeance of my lords 
Castlereagh and Sidmouth be satiated only in the 
purple stream, which circulates through a heart 
more enthusiastically vibrating to every impulse 
of patriotism and honor, than that of any of those 
privileged * • • to their country, who lord it 

over the lives and property of the sovereign peo- 
ple with barefaced impunity. The reasons which 
I have, however, I will now' state — not that l enter- 
tain the slightest hope from your sense of justice ] 
or from your pity. The former is swallowed up in 
your ambition, or rather by the servility you de- 
scend to, to obtain the object of that ambition— the 
latter I despise. Justice 1 demand. If I am denied 
it, your pity is no equivalent. In the first place, 

“l protest against the proceedings upon my trial, 
which I conceive to be grossly partial, and contrary 
to the very spirit of justice, — but, alas! the judges 
who have heretofore been considered the counsel 
of the accused, are now, without exception, in all 
cases between the crown and the people, the most 
implacable enemies of the latter. Li every instance 
the judges charge the jury to find the subject 
guilty; nay, in one instance, the jury received a 
reprimand, and that not iu the gemccleat terms, for 
not strictly obeying the imperious mandate from 
the bench. 

ft,r he court decided upon my trial to • * * * • 
rather than depart in the slightest degree from its 
usual forms. Nay, it is w*ith me a question, if the 
form is usual which precluded me from examining 
witnesses to prove the infamy of Adams, of Hiden, 
and of Dwyer/ *Ere the solicitor gene ml replied 
to the address of my counsel, I applied to the court 
to hear mv witnesses. The court inhumanly reftiy- 
Vol. 'W M. 21. 


ed, and l am in consequence to be consigned to the 
scaffold. Numerous have been' the instances in 
which this rule of court has been infringed; but to 
have infringed it in my case would have been to 
incur the displeasure of the Court, and to forfeit 
every aspiring hope of promotion. A few hours 
hence and 1 shall be no more: but the nightly 
breeze which will whistle 'over the silent grave 
that shall protect me from its keenness, will bear 
to your rcstldba pillow the memory of one, who 
lived but for his country, — and died when liberty 
and justice had been driven from its confines by a 
set of •••*•* . For life, as it respects my- 
self, l care not; but while yet I may, I w'ould rescue 
my memory Jrom the calumny which I doubt not 
will be industriously heaped upon it, when it will 
be no longer in my power to protect it. 

“ 1 would explain the motives which induced me 
to conspire against the ministers of his majesty, 
and l would contrast them with those which these 
very ministers have acted upon in leading me to 
my ruin. To do this, it will he necessary to take a 
short review of my life for a few months prior to 
my arrest, for the offence for which I am to be exe- * 
cuted Without a trial — or at least without an im- 
partial one* by a jury of my peers. 

“ ’ l is true, the form, the etiquette of a trial has 
been gone through; but I challenge any of the 
judges on the bench, to tell me, to tell my country, 
that justice was not denied me in the very place, 
where justice only .should be administered. I 
challenge them to say that I was fairly tried. I 
challenge them to say if l am not murdered, ac- 
cording to the etiquette of a court, (falsely denomi- 
nated) of justice. I had witnesses in court toprove 
that Dwyer was a villain beyond all example of 
atrocity. I had witnesses in court to prove that 
Adams was a notorious swindler, and that Hiden 
was no better. These were the three witnesses, 
indeed almost the only ones against me; but the 
form and rules of court must not be infringed up- 
on to save ait unfortunate individual from the scaf- 
fold. 

“ I called those witnesses at the close of Mr. 
Adolphus* address to the jury, and before the soli- 
citor general commenced his reply, but the court 
decided that they could not be heard. - Some good 
men have thought, and I have thought so too, that 
before the jury retired, all evidence was in time 
for either the prosecutor or the accused, and more 
particularly for the latter; nay, even before the 
verdict was given, that evidence could not be con- 
sidered too late. Alas! such people drew their 
conclusion from principles of justice only — they 
never canvassed the rules of court, which have 
finally sealed my unhappy doom! 

«• Many people who are acquainted with the bare- 
faced manner in which I was plundered by my lord 
Sidmouth, will, perhaps, imagine that personal 
motives instigated me to the deed: but I disclaim 
them. My every principle was for the prosperity 
of my country. My every feeling — the height of 
my ambition was the welfare of my starving coun- 
trymen. 1 keenly felt for their miseries: but when 
their miseries were laughed at, and when, because 
they dared to express those miseries, they were 
— — — - — my feelings became 
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too intense-, too excessive for endurance, anti l re-| 
solved on vengeance — I resolved that the lives of 
the instigators should he the requiem to the 9 ouls 
Cf the murdered innocents. 

“ In this mood l met with George Edwards. And 
if any doubt should remain upon the minds ot the 
pqblic, whether the deed I meditated was virtuous, 
or conti ary, the tale I will now relate will convince 
them, that in attempting to exercise a power which 
the law had ceased to have, 1 was only wreaking 
national vengeance un a set of wretches unworthy 
the name or cuaracter of men. ^ his Edwards, poor 
and pennyless, lived neai Picket-street, in the 
Strand, suinediue ago, without a bed to lie upon, or 
a chair to sit in. Straw was his resting place; his 
only covering a blanket. Owing to his bad charac- 
ter and his swindling conduct, he was driven from 
theftce by his landlord. It is not iny intention to 
trace him through his immorality — suffice it to say 
that lie was in every sense of the word a villain of 
the deepest atrocity. Ilia landlord refused to give 
him a character. Some short time after this he call- 
ed on his landlord again; but mark the change in 
liis appearance — dressed like a lord, in all the folly 
of the reigning fashion. He now described himself 
as the right heir to a German baron, who bad been 
some time dead; that lords Casdereagh and Sid- 
xnouth had acknowledged his claims to the title 
and property, had interfered in his behalf with the 
German government, and supplied him with money 
to support his rank in Society. From this period l 
date Ins career as a government spy 

“ lie got himself an introduction to the 9pen- 
ceans— by what means lam not aware of— and thus 
lie became acquainted with the reformers in gene- 
ral. When 1 met with Edwards, after the massacre 
at Manchester, he decribed himself as very poor; 
and after scvci.il interviews, he proposed a plan of 
blowing up the house of commons. This was not 
my v iew — 1 wished to punish the guilty only, and 
therefore I declined it. He next proposed that we 
should attack the ministers at the fete given by the 
Spanish ambassador. This I resolutely opposed, 
because the innocent would perish with the guilty; 
besides, there were ladies invited to the entertain- 
ment, and I, who am shortly to ascend to the scaffold, 
shuddered with horror at the idea of that, a sample 
of which had previously been given by the agents of 
government at Manchester, and which, the minis- 
ters of his majesty applauded. Edwards was ever 
at invention: and at length he proposed attacking 
tjiem at a cabinet dinner. 1 asked where were the 
means to carry his project into effect. He replied, 
if I would accede, we should not want for means. 
He was as good as his word: from him came, not- 
withstanding his apparent penury, the money pro- 
vided for purchasing the stores, which your lord- 
ships have seen produced in court upon my trial. 
He who w as never possessed of money to pay for a 
pint of beer, had always plenty to purchase arms 
or ammunition. Amongst the conspirators he was 
ever the most active: ever inducing people to join 
him, up to the last hour ere the undertaking was 
discovered. 

“I had witnesses in court who could prove they 
went to Cato-street, by appointment with Edwards, 
with no other knowledge or motive than that of* 
passing an evening amongst Ins friends. 1 could 
also have proved that subsequent to the fatal trans- 
action, when we met in Holborn, he endeavored to 
induce two or three of my companions to set fire 
to houses and buildings, in various parts of the me- 
tropolis. 1 could prove that subsequent to that 
Again, he endeavored to induce men to throw hand- j 


grenades into the carriages of ministers as they 
passed through the streets; and yet this man, the 
contriver, the instigator, the entrapper, is screened 
from justice and from exposure, by those very men 
who seek vengeance against the victims of his and 
their villainy. 'I o the attorney and solicitor gene- 
ral I cannot impute the clearest motives. Their 
object seems to me to have been rather to obtain 
a verdict against me than to obtain a full and 
fair exposition of the whole affair since its com 
mer.cemcut. If their object was justice alone, 
why not bring forward Edwards as a witness, if not 
as an accomplice; but no, they knew that by keep- 
l ing Edwards in the back ground, my proofs— aye, 
my incontrovertible proofs of his beinga hired spy, 
the suggester and promoter, must, according to tko 
rules of court, also be excluded. 

“ Edwards and his accomplices arranged matters 
in such a manner, as that his services might be dis- 
pensed witli on the trial, and thus were the jury 
cut off from every chance of ascertaining the real 
truth. Adam^ Iliden, and Dwyer, were the agents 
of Edwards, and truly he made a most admirable 
choice, for their invention seems to be inexhausti- 
ble; With respect to the immorality of our pro- 
ject, I will just observe that the assassination of a 
tyrant has always been deemed a meritorious ac- 
tion. Brutus and Cassius were lauded to the very 
skies for slaying Cxsar; indeed, when any man, or 
any set of men, place themselves above the laws of 
their country, there is no other means of bringing 
them to justice than through the arm of a private 
individual If the laws are not strong enough to 
prevent them from murdering the community, it 
becomes the duty of every member of that commu- 
nity to rid its country of its oppressors. 

“High treason was committed against the peopTc 
at Manchester, but justice was closed against /tc 
mutilated, the maimed, and the friends of those 
who were upon that occasion indiscriminately * 

* • Albion is still in the chains of slavery — 

I quit it without regret— I shall soon be consigned 
to the grave — my body will be immured bencatla 
the soil whereon 1 first drew breath. My only sor- 
row is, that the soil should be a theatre for slaves, 
for cowards, for despots My motives, I doubt not. 
will hereafter be justly appreciated. 1 will, there- 
fore, now- conclude by stating, that I shall consider 
mvsclf as murdered, if I am to be executed on the 
verdict obtained against me, by the refusal of the 
court to hear my evidence. I could have proved 
Dwyer to have been a villain of the blackest dye; 
for, since my trial, an accomplice of his, named 
Arnold, has been capitally convicted at this very 
bar, for obtaining money under circumstances of 
an infamous nature. 

“I seek not pity; l demand but justice: l have 
not had a fair trial, and upon that ground I protest 
that judgment ought not to be passed against me.** 

Mr. Shelton next addressed himself to Davidson, 
and put to him the same question which he had 
p\it to Thistle wood Davidson advanced, and spoke 
to the following effect:— 

«»My lords, you ask me what I have to say why I 
should not receive judgment to die for what has 
been said against me? I answer that I protest 
against the proceedings in this trial in toto. In the 
first place, I always thought that in a court of jus- 
tice the balance of justice was held with an even 
band. But this has not been the case with me; I 
stand here helpless and friendless. I endeavored 
to show that the evidence against me was contra- 
dictory and incredible; and I hoped 1 had made an 
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impression on the gentlemen in the box; but the . 
moment I w.\- done, the attorney general got up, 
told them that the evidence wa9 pure and tin- ! 
contaminated, and to this 1 may add, that Mr. Baron 
Harrow almost insisted that they houid pronounce j 
me guilty. 1 would ask, has any person identified j 
me but the officers? who, everyone knows, have at j 
ail times been instrumental to the death of innocent 
persons. I do not now plead for my life; l know 
I must fall a victim to the vengeance of iny enemies. I 
But in what manner have 1 been guilty of high trea- J 
son? It would seem I wasasdentspectator; none of the 
Witnesses impute to me a single observation. .Now 
is this probable? 1 had always got a great deal to suy 
for myself, consequently I was not the person who 
would stand by without uttering a word; and yet 
such lias been the testimony of Adams. Then, with 
regard to the blunderbuss, I have already explain- 
ed that this was not mine, and that I acted in that 
affair entirely as the agent of Edwards. 1 have 
also declared how [came by the sword, and I now 
declare upon my soul, which will shortly appear 
before its maker, that 1 never made any blow at 
any man, or discharged any carbine. As for Mon- 
day, the man who swore tliut 1 had a long sword, 
with a pair of pistols in my girdle, who is he? lie 
is a poor laboring man who comes here for his day’s 
pay and his victuals, to swear away the life of a 
fellow” creature, and to support the unfounded; 
charge against me, that 1 meant to assassinate tiis j 
majesty’s ministers. 1 appeal to any man, w hether j 
it is upon such evidence the life of an innocent man 
is to be sacrificed? But even supposing, for the 
sake of argument, that the lives of his majesty’s 
ministers were threatened, it did not follow that 
this was to extend to the king himself. In a pas- 
sage of Magna Charta, it was ordained that twenty- 
five barons should be nominated to see that the 
terms of the charter were not infringed; and if it 
was found that his majesty’s ministers were guilty 
of such infringement, then four barons were to ?all 
upon them for redress. If this w ere not granted, 
then the four barons were to return to their breth- 
ren, by whom the people were to be called toge- 
ther to take up arms, and assert their rights. Such 
an act was not considered in old times as an act of 
treason towardsthe king, however hostile it might 
be towards his ministers. But this does not apply 
to me. 1 had no intention of joining in any scheme 
whatever, either to put down my king, or to mur- 
der his ministers. I was entrapped by Gohlworthy 
and Edwards, in order for some private purposes 
of their own, that they might have my life sworn 
away. I have no objection to tender my life in the 
service of my country; but let me at least, for the 
sake of my children, save my character from the 
disgrace of dying a traitor. For my children only 
do I feel, and when I think of them I am deprived 
of utterance — I can say no more.” < 

James Ings was next asked what he liacT to say 
*wh^ he shoukl not receive judgment to die? lie 
replied: *‘I have very little to say. My abilities 
will not allow me to speak. If Mr. Edwards had 
not got acquainted with me I should not be here; 
be came to me, unfortunately, when I had no bu- 
siness, nor no means of getting a living, for my 
family. I entered into the conspiracy only through 
him, and it was only necessity and the want of the 
means to support my wife and family that brought 
me here. It is only through Edwavds that I shall 
Jo*c my life. 1 do not mind dying, if you will let 
that man come forward, and die with me on the 
scaffold. It was through him that I was going to 
do that which, 1 must allow, was of a most disgrace- 


ful and inhuman nature. On the other hand, his 
majesty’s rn nisters conspire together and impose 
laws to starve me and my family and fellow-conn-, 
trymen: and if I was goingto assassinate these mi- 
nisters, 1 do not see that it i6 so bad as starvation, in 
my opinion, my lord. 

Here Mr. Shelton began to address Brunt, but 

Ings said: ‘*1 am not done. And there is another 
thing, my Lord; a meeting was called at Manches- 
ter, under the protection of the law of England, 
for which our forefathers died, and which king 
John signed in the open air. This meeting was 
called under the protection of that law, for the 
people to petition parliament to give them their 
rights; but, previous to the business of the meeting, 
tbe Manchester yeomanry rode in among them, 
and cut down men, women and children, in a man- 
ner that was a disgrace to th« very name of En- 
glishmen. These yeomen had their swords ground 
before hand, and 1 had a sword ground also, but I 
do not see any harm in that. 1 shall suffer, no doubt; 
but I hope my children will live to see justice done 
to their bleeding country. I would rather die hke 
a man than live like a slave. I am sorry l hate 
not the power, gentlemen, to say more; 1 shall 
therefore withdraw.” 

John Thomas Brunt was next called upon, and 
spoke as follows: — “My lords and gentlemen, I am 
precluded from saying much: I had intended to 
have committed my defence to writing, but 1 have 
been denied pen, ink, and paper — as such, what I 
have to state will be very short. In the first place, 
whatever impression 1 made on the jury yesterday 
was knocked down by the solicitor general, who ap- 
pears to me, by his sophistical eloquence to he ca- 
pable of making the worst of crimes appear a vir- 
tue. And next, with regard to Edwards, to whom 
I alluded before, and to whose machinations l have 
at last fallen a dupe; he once before nearly entrap- 
ped me when a cabinet dinner was given, 1 believe at 
the earl of Westmoreland’s. He said he had part 
of the men i . .stered, but there was not sufficient. 
He had liken io have hooked me in then, but l hap- 
pened not to go to the house. No doubt that lliden 
was in that plot for me; it was held at tho Scotch 
Arms. Of all the infamous characters on earth, 
Edwards is the worst; and yet he has been kept al- 
together out of the view of the court. I protest 
against the verdict which has been pronounced 
against me. For my life, if it was sacrificed in the 
cause of liberty, 1 care not a farthing; but it is gal- 
ling to have it sworn away by a set of villians who 
thirst after blood merely for the sake of personal 
gain. Edwards is far more worthy of punishment 
than any of us. He it was that furnished the arms 
— and he it was that goaded us on to our own ruin. 
He always spoke well of me, and said if h • had a 
hundred such men as me he would be satisfied. He 
knew 1 was not a shuttle cock to be bandied about 
at pleasure. He knew he could pui^con fid cnee in 
my word, and that 1 would perish below: I shrunk 
from what I undertook. The prison?!, then went 
on in a strain of strong invective agaihst the wit- 
ness Adams. — After which he referied to the two 
Monuments. These two persons had been describ- 
ed by the solicitor general, as having had no com- 
munication with each other, and yet having agreed 
in all respects in their testimony. Was this the fact? 
No, for three weeks previous to the trials, they met 
twice a day at the. Tower, rehearsed their story, and 
thus were enabled to come forward quite perfect 
in their respective parts. He next adverted totbc 
character of his apprentice Hale, and was casting 
strong reflections on h.s conduct — when 
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l'ue chief justice said, he could not suffer 
*uch observations to be made under such circum- 
stances. 

Brunt begged pardon, but said he stated nothing 
but facts. He next adverted to the conduct of lords 
Castlcreagh and Sidmouth; they, he said, had been 
the cause of the death of millions, and although he 
admitted he had conspired to put such men out of 
the world, still he did not tiling that amounted to 
Jiigh treason. He was one of those who would 
jiave been satisfied with taking off the cabinet mi- 
nisters; but the verdict against him, of intending 
to depose hip majesty, lie contended, was utterly it 
variance with truth and justice. He had never con- 
templated any such consequence. He was neither 
a traitor to bis king nor to his country; nor would 
lie suffer any man in his presence to speak irrever- 
ently of his sovereign. In undertaking to kill lord 
Castlereagli and lord Sidmoulli, and their fellow 
ministers he did not expect to save lus life — he 
was determined lo die a martyr in his country's cause, 
and to avenge the innocent blood shed at Man- 
chester. 4 

In conclusion lie said he was willing to suffer for 
the acts wnich he had contemplated; but it grieved 
him to think that L* was to suffer for a crime of 
which lie was innocent, namely, high treason. On 
these grounds he protested against the verdict of 
the jury as contrary to law and justice.” 

Tltc prisoner spoke with great vehemence, and 
used throughout the most inflammatory language. 

Richard f idd, was the next called upon. He 
spoke as follows: “My fords and gentlemen, being 
only found guilty so late last night, I have not had 
an opportunity to make up any defence. All I can 
ray, is, and I positively swear it, that tl^e evidence 
that has come before ypu, with the exception of 
that of capt. Fitzclarence, is utterly false.' 1 
* .lames ‘Wilson, said, “I am not gifted with the 
power of talking much, but I mean to say that I 
was certainly drawn info this by IX wards.” 

John Harrison. — “I likewise say I was brought 
into it by Ed wards.” 

John Shaw Strange. — «I have this much to say 
to the evidence of Mr. Brunt's apprentice, like- 
wise that of Adams, I declare solemnly to God they 
are both perjured villians.” 

James Gilchrist. — “What l shall say in the pre- 
sence of my God and you, is, that till the Wednes- 
day evening at four o'clock I knew nothing about 
this busines?. I was going to look for work, and I 
had neither money nor bread. So I went to what 
I was told was to be a supper of the radicals. ( Here 
the prisoner was overcome by his feelings.) At 
6 o'clock, I met C. Cooper, who was the only man 
I kno w, and I borrowed a halfpenny of him, which, 
with another, enabled me to get a pennyworth of 
bread, and this I eat very sweet. 1 wish 1 may 
•never come out of this place, if I tell false. We 
then went into the stable and up stairs, where 
there was some bread and cheese. I took an old 
sword and hewed down the loaf, of which others 
who wi re uq hungry as me partook. I then asked 
what all these arms were about, and when I heard, 

I was so shocked that 1 determined to get away as 
fast as I could. Soon after the officers and soldiers 
came, and l thought it my duty to surrender. I 
now stand here convicted of high treason, after I 
served my king ami country for twelve years, and 
fins is the recompense. Oil God! — I have nothing 
more to say. 

Here the prisoner stood back in an agony of 
t^ars. He is a Scotchman, and spoke with his na- 
Vf v c accent. Uis manner altogether was extremely 


impressive, and his language sec Med to be that of 
simple truth. 

Charles Cooper said he had much to say, but his 
friends thought it would be imprudent. He could 
only declare tliat he was uot guilty of the crime 
imputed to him. 

Gilchrist again came forward, and said he was 
very willing to give up his life, if it could save that 
of a fellow creature. He had already tendered it 
to save one of the poor men by his side. He never 
thought of such a thing as to take any man's life. 

The crier of the court now proclaimed silence in 
the usual manner, while sentence of death was pas- 
sing upon the prisoners— 

The lord chiefjustice then proceeded to address 
tlip prisoners severally by their respective names, 
making a distinction between those who had with- 
drawn their please of “not guilty” and pleaded 
“guilty," and those who had been convicted by ju- 
ries of their country. If any of them should ulti- 
mately have their lives spared, which he trusted 
would be the case, he hoped they would always 
bear in mind that they owed that life to the benigni- 
ty and merciful disposition of their sovereign, aid- 
ed and seconded also by the merciful dispositions of 
those very persons upon whom they had contem- 
plated the foul crime of assassination. One of them, 
Arthur Thistlewood, had upon his trial proposed to 
call certain witnesses, whom the court had refused 
to hear. This refpsal was according to the due 
course of justice, as it was administered in this 
country. The witnesses whom he proposed to call, 
were for the . purpose of impugning the testimony of 
a man of the name of Dwyer, and no other. His 
learned counsel had previously called witnesses to 
the same effect. It could not be allowed to him ac- 
cording to the ordinary course of proceeding to 
do more. Indeed, even if he had had been allow- 
ed so to do, it could have been productive of no ad- 
vantage, becuuse his case did not depend upon the 
evidence of that witness alone. This observation 
was confirmed by the fact, that in subsequent cases, 
where the evidence of Dwyer was altogether omit- 
ted, a similar verdict of guilty was returned Some 
of them bad thought fit to say much of the character 
of a person who had not appeared as a witness up- 
on this occasion. The court could proceed only 
upon the evidence which was brought before it.— 
Of the person, therefore, to whom they alluded, or 
of the practice of which they had been guilty, they 
could have no knowledge. Upon the testimony, 
however, which had been adduced against them, 
there was abundantly sufficient to induce a jury of 
their country to come to a conclusion that the whole 
of them had taken an active part in the crimes im- 
puted in the indictment. From all that had ap- 
peared in the course of these trials, as well as from 
much of that which they bad then heard, it wan 
plain to see, that they did not embark in their wick- 
ed designs until they had first suffered their minds 
to be corrupted and inflamed by those seditious 
and irreligious publications, with which, unhappily 
for this country, the press had too long teemed. He 
did not make these remarks to aggravate their guilt 
or to enhance the sufferings of persons in their si- 
tuation. He made them as a warning to all who 
might hear of their unfortunate fate, that they 
might benefit by their example, and avoid those 
dangerous instrument^ of sedition, by which their 
hearts and minds werp inflamed, and by which they 
were drawn from every feeling of morality — from 
every sense of obligation towards their Creator, and 
of justice towards society. The treason of which, 
they were charged and found guilty, was that 
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compassing and 'imagining- to levy war against bis 
Xnajesty, for the purpose of inducing him to change 
?iis measures and ministers; the first step towards 
Affecting which, was the assassination of the cabinet 
minister^ They had endeavored now to complain 
cf the testimony of those persons who had been ex- 
amined as witnesses on the part of the prosecution. 
Some qf them were accomplices in their guilt. It 
had here happened, as it had upon other occasions, 
that the principal instruments in the hands of jus- 
tice, were the partners of their wickedness; and be 
trusted that circumstance would have its uue 
weight and consideration with all those who became 
acquainted with their situation, and with the cir- 
cumstances of their trial. He hoped, for the sake 
of their own personal safety, if they could not be 
restrained by any other consideration, that they 
would abstain from evil communications, and from 
evil connexions, such as bad brought the prisoners 
to the unhappy position in which they stood.-— 
Some of them had avowed their intention to have 
taken away the lives, and to have steeped Jheir 
hands in the blood of fourteen persons, to many of 
them unknown — a crime of a character so black, 
that it was hitherto without parallel in the history 
of this country, and he hoped it would remain un- 
paralleled hereafter. (His lordship here seemed 
considerably agitated.) It now, he said, only re- 
mained for him to pass upon them the awful sentence 
of the law; but before he did so, he exhorted them, 
he implored them, to employ the time yet left to 
them in this life, in endeavoring, by prayer, to ob- 
tain mercy from that Almighty Power, before whom 
they would shortly appear. The mercy of Heaven 
might be obtained by all those who would unfeign- 
eclly and with humility express contrition for their 
offences, and seek that mercy through the merits 
their blessed Redeemer. 

His lordship having once more solemnly exhort- 
ed the prisoners to repentance, pronounced the 
sentence of the law in the following words: — 

“That you, and each of you, be taken from hence 
Jo the gaol from whence you last came, and from 
thence that you be drawn upon a hurdle to a place 
of execution, and be there hanged by the neck un- 
til you be dead; and that afterwards your heads 
shall be severed from your bodies, and your bodies 
be divided into four quarters, to be disposed of as his 
majesty shall think fit. And may God of his infinite 
goodness have mercy upon your souls!” 

The crier said aloud, “Amen! 0 in which he was 
joined by many in the court, who were deeply af- 
fected by his lordship's impressive address. 

The prisoners were then removed from the bar. 
They did not seem much effected, but departed 
with great firmness and resignation. Tidd complain- 
ed of the weight of his irons. 

The chief justice said, he was sure the gaoler 
would grant him every indulgence consistent with 
Iris safety. 


Legislature of Connecticut. 

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH. 

The legislature of Connecticut recently met 
for the first time, under their new constitution, 
at New-Haven. Daved Plant was chosen speaker, 
Ansel Sterling, clerk, and Nathan Johnson, assistant 
clerk. The house being organized, his excellency 
governor Wolcott was escorted to the court-house, 
where he delivered the following speech: 

I am happy in being able to inform you, on the 
present occasion, when we are again convened to 
•deliberate ou the concerns of our constituents, that 


tranquility is pravailing throughout this state, and 
in every part of our extensive country; that confi- 
dence in the justice and generosity of our public 
counsels, appears to be increasing among the na- 
tions of the earth; and that the dangerous collisions 
which menaced an interruption of our peace, will 
probably be averted by amicable discussions, con- 
ducted with moderation and a spirit of equity. 
These are sure indications of the happy influence of 
free and mild insitutions of government, over a 
virtuous and intelligent population; and the bless- 
ings they procure demand qpr gratitude to the 
Merciful Disposer of ail events. 

Owing to the stagnation of commerce, and to 
former abuses of credit, form the effects of which 
our country has not yet recovered, the pecuniary 
pressure upon the community continues to be severe, 
and is still greatly injurious to the public interests; 
but I believe that the people of no part of the United 
States, or of the world, enjoy greater comfort and 
prosperity, than those of Connecticut. This com* 
parative exemption from the common evil of the 
present period, ought, doubtless, to be attributed 
to their frugal habits, persevering industry, and to 
the general diffusion of those arts most necessary 
to the enjoyment of civilized life, which have ren- 
dered them, in a very considerable degree, indepen- 
dent of supplies derived from external commerce. 
As far us my information extends, the people of this 
country have become generally convinced that the 
remedies for our present embarrassments, can alone 
be expected from improvements in agriculture, a 
wise direction of the public industry, and from the 
extension of arts and manufactures, aided by re- 
straints on the consumption or use of those super- 
fluous or noxious articles of foreign growth or ma- 
nufacture, which exhausted the resources of the 
country, and depress the exertions of domestic en- 
terprise We must still await the measures which 
may be devised by the national government for our 
relief, to which the general regulation of the cur- 
rency, of foreign commerce, and provisions for a 
just distribution of the effects of bankrupt traders, 
have been assigned by the constitution; but much 
can be done by the several states, by wise fiscal re- 
gulations, and by precepts and examples, co-operat- 
ing with the patriotic exertions of ail good citizens. 

Incessant vigilance, and great caution, are duties 
at all times incumbent on the legislators of free 
states, and are especially requisite at present, in 
consequence of the disturbed condition of several 
countries, with which we are principally connected, 
where the recent course of events appears to be 
unfavorable to principles of liberty. The expedi- 
ency of preserving' our municipal regulations and 
militia establishments in full vigor, is therefore ap- 
parent. 

In addition to the ordinary business of the ses- 
sion, I think it proper to mention that the appoint- 
ment of electors of president and vice president of 
the United States, must, in pursuance of an act of 
congress be made within thirty -four days preced- 
ing the first Wednesday of December next. If no 
provision different from the existing law of this state 
shall be made during the present session, an extra 
meeting of the general assembly will be necessary. 
In connexion with this subject, the appointment of 
a senator of the United States, to supply the place 
of the hon. Samuel W. Dana, whose term of service 
will expire on the third of Mopch next, will deserve 
consideration. 

, I have received from the governor of the com. 
monwealth of Massachusetts, a resolution of the 
general court of that state, representing that con- 
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tentions and disputes have arisen between the citi- 
zens of that commonwealth and those of this state, 
respecting the boundary line between the two states 
east of Connecticut river, and appointing commis- 
sioners to ascertain the same — in which measure 
the concurrence of this state is requested. 

The states of Pennsylvania, and of Ohio, have 
proposed an amendment to the constitution of the 
United States, for the purpose of restraining con- 
gress from establishing any bank, or other monied 
institution, except within the district of Columbia. 
These papers will be communicated by a special 
message 

I have received, for the purpose of being submit- 
ted toyour consideration, certain declarations of the 
commonwealth of Virginia, which deny the legiti- 
mate right of congress to inhibit slavery, as a con- 
dition of admitting a new state into the union, or 
to impose any other restriction, not necessary to 
guarantee a republican form of government. 

Preliminary measures have been adopted, for 
admitting the territory of Missouri a member of the 
United States, on terms which will doubtless be ac- 
ceptable to Virginia, but accompanied with a decla- 
ration by congress, that (with the exception of the 
proposed nevlr state) slavery shall forever remain 
interdicted in all the territory of the United States, 
jiorth of thirty-six degrees and tliirty minutes of 
north latitude, thereby asserting a principle, the 
validity of which is denied by the slate of Virginia. 

Although the opinion of this ancient and respect- 
able state, is not offered in the form of an amend, 
ment to the constitution; nor as the basis of a pro- 
posed contract, which, if ratified by particular 
states, would require the assent of congress, yet 
an equivalent effect has been probably expected, 
from the assent of a majority of the states, to the 
principles and reasoning to which that state ap- 
pears to have become reconciled, and upon which 
their resolutions have been founded. 

Although the present occasion does not afford a 
convenient opportunity for a full enquiry how far 
the doctrine now promulgated is consistent with a 
fundamental principle, which have been adopted 
a great majority of this nation, as political axioms 
never to be disputed; nor to any review of the con- 
sequences, which cither confidence or diffidence 
in former counsels of the same authority, have pro- 
duced in the actual administration of the govern- 
ment; and though it is still less suitable to an ex- 
amination of the philological interpretation of the 
constitution to which your attention has been in- 
vited, yet as the decision of this question must 
powerfully influence the cohditon of society in all 
future ages, and as every freeman ought to form a 
decided opinion upon this subject, 1 cannot forbear 
to present to your view some of the consequences 
which, in my opinion, must follow from the exten- 
sion or diffusion of slavery in these states. 

It cannot have escaped your observation, that a 
diversity of habits and principles of government 
exists in this country; and I think it is evident that 
s’avery is gradually forming those distinctions, 
which, according to invariable laws of human ac- 
tion, constitute the characteristic difference be- 
tween aristocratical and democratical republics. 

Wherever agricultural labor is wholly or chiefly 
performed by slaves, it must constitute the princi- 
pal revenue of the community. The owners of 
slaves must necessarily be the chief owners of the 
soil; and those laborers who are too poor to own 
both, though nominally free, must be dependent on 
an aristocratical order, and remain without pov v? 
or political influence in this state. 


All our experience illustrates the truth of these 
remarks. Connecticut has long been among 1 the 
first of the colonizing states. The soil, climate, and 
price of lands in Maryland and Virginia, are highly 
inviting to our agricultural emigrants, yet they are 
almost invariably seen to prefer settlements in more 
remote and comparatively inconvenient situations. 
They are only deterred from settling in these states 
by the vicinity of a slave population, and by inci- 
dental institutions, which would require a renun. 
ciation of their habits and the political privileges 
which they have been accustomed to enjoy, and to 
which they are inviolably attached. 

The territorial limits of the states where slavery 
is permitted, are already far more extensive, and 
their lands probably more fertile, than in. those where 
it is interdicted. Slavery is unfavorable to a com- 
pact population, and to improvements in the arts; 
and the mode of cultivation usually practised, tends 
to promote a rapid expansion of new settlements, 
greatly exceeding a just proportion of the compa- 
rative masses of population. An immense territory, 
west of the Mississippi, either belongs to the abo- 
riginal tribes of Indians, or is sparely settled by tiie 
subjects of Spain, where slavery is already estab- 
lished; and much of this territory will, doubtless, 
be annexed to our nation by amicable arrangements, 
and the natural progress of civilization. 

1‘ has been urged as a compensation for the ad- 
mitted evils of slaver)’, that the spirit of liberty is 
more elevated and persevering among the masters 
of slaves, than in states where liberty is a common 
blessing. We may admit that our southern brethren 
are as firmly attached to liberty as ourselves, but 
we cannot concede that they are, in any respect, 
our superiors, with out submitting to humiliation and 
reproach. Probably, the claim has no other just 
foundation, than in the well known ardor, tenacity 
of opinion, and strict concert of action, with which 
the members of a privileged order invariably pur- 
sue a separate and exclusive interest. Even a tacit 
admission of inferiority, from habitual concessions, 
would imply, on our part, a secret preference of 
aristocratical over democratical institutions, since 
the experience of every age has evinced that, when 
the privileges of a ruling order are founded on the 
transitory possession of wealth, however acquired, 
r they are never exercised with moderation or jus- 
tice, than when they depend on bereditniy distinc- 
tions of rank. 

We are clearly hound, by our federal engage- 
ments, not to attempt to effect any change in the 
adjusted relations of society, in the states where 
slavery has been already established. But as the 
bare permission of slavery in a new state, would be 
a concession tending to disturb the natural equality 
which would otherwise exist between the states, 
and also between all free citizens, it would seem to 
be far more reasonable, even on the principle of 
that strict and literal construction of the delegated 
powers of congress, for which Virginia contends, 
to require in the constitution an express authority 
to tolerate the extension of slavery, rather than 
from the mere absence of any express direction to 
that effect, to infer the want of power to prohibit 
such extension in derogation of tbc fundamental 
rights and principles, which it was clearly the great 
object of the constitution to secure and perpe- 
tuate. 

But, in my opinion, the invaluable compact be- 
tween the people, the states and the federal go- 
vernment, not only forbids the exercise of some 
powers, hut is imperative in requiring the perform- 
ance of certain duties — and may as effectually be 
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violated by mere negligence and non-execution, as 
by the usurpation ot powers not delegated, or re- 
served to the stales or to the people. Among these, 
the guarantee ot* a republican form of government 
is of vital importance. It is a contract between the 
United States and the people of every state, design- 
ed to protect the great principles of the revolution, 
upon which our union depends. It imposes upon 
congress, not merely deliberative but active duties; 
not merely a vigilant attention to the elementary 
principles of government, and the composition of 
society in the new states which maj, from time to 
time be admitted members; but also vests a conser- 
vative power over all the states, to secure their 
original principles from subversion by force, or from 
gradual decay; not only to guard the states against 
the enterprises of monarchical authority, which are 
the most oppressive to the rich and powerful, but 
to protect the people against the masked-batteries 
of aristocracy, which ought equally to be dreaded 
by the poor and defenceless. It was not to estab- 
lish republics in “form” only, but to perpetuate our 
free and mild institutions, and to render civil liber- 
ty immortal, that the constitution was adopted.— 
Nothing has been more common than the perver- 
sion of republican forms, and it has been by such 
means that the liberties of free states hav'e been 
most frequently undermined. Even the govern- 
ment of the Mamelukes has long been acknowledg- 
ed and constantly styled a republic. They have, 
for about four hundred years, formed their own 
regulations, and elected their chiefs, with the right 
of suspending their power at will. No men have 
lieen more jealous than they of any diminution of 
the privileges of their order, or more fiercely at- 
tached to popular forms. They have been masters 
over a fertile and extensive country; they have been 
numerous, warlike and powerful; yet they have 
ever been, in fact, a confederacy of slaves, and their 
misnamed republican freedom, has been displayed 
only in acts of cruelty, extortion and tyranny over 
the defenceless natives of Eg) pi. 

1 regret that the discussion of this subject, by the 
states, has become necessary. In my judgment it 
would have been more prudent to have left a ques- 
tion of such delicacy and importance to the unin- 
fluenced decision of congress. But, as it has been 
proposed by the general assembly of Virginia, a 
prompt and frank declaration of our sentiments is 
required, no less by decorum than by a just regard 
to the rights of our constituents. On the grounds 
which have been briefly stated, I am compelled, by 
a sense of duty, to declare it as my opinion, that 
congress is fully authorised to inhibit the further 
diffusion of slavery; and that, to permit it to be 
established in the t^rritores or districts which have 
been, or may hereafter be acquired, would, in ef- 
fect, operate as an indefinite suspension, if not a 
perpetual exclusion of the lights which appertain 
to the agriculturalists of the United States, and 
tending also to create an influence injurious to the 
states where slavery is interdicted. 

OLIVER WOLCOTT. 

General assembly, May teuton, 1820. 

HKPOltT OSI THE VIRGINIA DECLARATIONS. 

The committee to whom was referred so much 
of his excellency the governor's speech, as relates 
to certain declarations of the commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia — RF.ro ht: 

That, although they do not discover in the con- 
stitution of the United States, any article autho- 
rising the legislature wf the different states to de- 
fine, limit,' or control the powers of congress, much 


less to overawe the deliberations of that body, yet, 
as congress has exercised the power of prohibit- 
ing slavery north of 36$ degrees of north latitude, 
we approve of the act, as constitutional. 

Involuntary servitude is universally admitted to 
be a reproach upon our republican institutions} 
and its existence in this country has been a sub- 
ject of regret with the wise and good, in every 
part of the union An attempt, from any quarter, 
to extend the influence of this evil, cannot be 
viewed with unconcern — more especially as **it is 
evident that slavery is gradually forming those dis- 
tinctions which, accoiuing to the invariable laws 
of human action, constitute the characteristic dif- 
ference between aristocraticul and democrat! cal re- 
publics.” 

Congress not only have the power, but it is their 
duty, under the constitution, in forming new states, 
not only to secure to them the form of a republican 
government, but provision should be made, to se- 
cure to the people of every new state, equal rights 
and privileges, and at the same time to preserve 
in the existing states, such a proportion of power 
and influence as is guaranteed them by the nation- 
al compact. 

Self-preservation requires that no power should 
be granted, which would endanger the general 
■ welfare : On subjects of this kind, congress is the 
constituted authority to decide — that being the or- 
ganized representation of the union, and exclusively 
entrusted with the care of its concerns. The com- 
mittee are aware that the commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia, from the power and influence which she has 
maintained in the union, and the interest which 
her statesmen have heretofore taken in the great 
principles of civil liberty, upon which are founded 
the constitutions of the states, is entitled, in all her 
communications, to the highest consideration; and 
it is with no small concern and surprise, that yenr 
committee discover, in the communication now sub- 
mitted by that commonwealth to the general assem- 
bly of Connecticut, for her co-operation, an appa- 
rent disposition to sectional aggrandizement, by the 
continuance and extension of an evil too gross to be 
named in the constitution, and which has ever been 
considered by her best and ablest statesmen, as alike 
inconsistent with her own professions, and the prin- 
ciples of our government. 

Your commit tec have given as much attention to 
the communication submitted to them, as the duties 
of the session would allow; but they cannot, in any 
view of the subject which they hare been enabled 
to take, unite with the general assembly of Virginia, 
in the opinion expressed in the declarations of that 
assembly; nor in the measure* therein proposed, to 
give them effect. 

The questions, to which these resolutions allude, 
have been settled by the competent authority; and 
while your committee refrain from discussing a 
question, which has so greatly agitated the national 
councils, they cannot but regret to find, in so dis- 
tinguished a member of the union, an attempt to 
take from congress, by a combined influence, a 
power clearly inferable from the provisions of the 
constitution, and essential to the preservation of 
equality in the states, and the acknowledged prin- 
ciples of civil liberty. 

Per order, ELIAS PERKINS. 

Resolved, by this assembly, that the preceding re- 
port be accepted and approved — and that the go- 
vernor of this state be requested to transmit a copy 
thereof, and of this resolution, to the governor of the 
commonwealth of Virginia, as the reply of this as- 
sembly to the preamble ami resolutions of the gcruv 


\ 


Digitized by 


Google 




29$ 


NILES* REGISTER- JUNE 17, 1820-LAW OF KENTUCKY 


ral assembly of Virginia, communicated to this as- 
sembly by the governor of this state, at the opening 
of the present session. 

In Senate, May Session, 1820. 

Passed— Attest, 

WM. W. BOARDMAN, Clerk. 
Jn the House of Representatives: 

Passed — Attest, 

A. STERLING, Clerk. 


Most excellent law of Kentucky. 

The following truly wise law of Kentucky may re- 
deem the state of its present ills, brought about 
by its litter of banks, in a few years, if the people 
are industrious and economical. 

Jin act to repeal the act entitled “an act to establish 
independent bank t in this commonwealth ," and an act 
supplementqry thereto . 

Whereas, in the tenth article of the constitution 
of Kentucky, it is declared-* first, that all freemen 
when they form a social compact are equal, and 
that no man or set of men, are entitled to exclusive, 
separate public emoluments or privileges from the 
community, but in consideration of public services; 
and secondly, that all power is inherent in the peo- 
ple, and all free governments are founded on their 
authority, and instituted for their peace, safety and 
happiness: And 

Whereas, it is self evident, according to those fun- 
damental principles of government, that all laws 
which grant, to a few, the power to oppress the 
many, are tyrannical in their nature, and adverse to 
the primitive rights of the people — and therefore 
repealnble by the supreme authority: To say that a 
sale of the primitive rights of the people, by the le- 
gislature, is to be perpetual and unalterable, be- 
cause there is a contract in the case, is to declare 
that error and abuse of power may consecrate them- 
selves. Fraud vitiates all contracts: To effect the 
intention of the parties is the object of all laws re- 
garding contracts: That a privilege granted, shall 
be used for the destruction, or even to the disad- 
vantage of those who granted, never could be the 
intention of the parties. All legislative power is 
derivative; proceeds from the people, and is to be 
fised for their prosperity and happiness only; con- 
seqtiently, all laws of a contrary tendency, violate 
the intention of the social compact; and are subject 
upon first principles, to the condition of being re- 
pealed, whether the evil spring from the nature of 
the privilege granted, or contract entered into, or 
from the abuse of either. A bank charter, from its 
nature, extends, and necessarily confines the pow- 
ers and privileges granted to the few, to the ex- 
clusion of the many. It therefore follows, as an un- 
avoidable conclusion, that if the powers and privi- 
leges, granted in a bank charter, operate against 
the public good, the people by their legislature, 
have the primitive right to revoke such charter. 
JTo the end therefore , that 4he good people of this 
state be delivered in future from the baneful effects 
of the power and privileges*granted by the laws 
establishing independent banks in this common- 
wealth, which have been exercised in many in- 
stances in the plenitude of tyranny, oppression, 
and abuse, to the great injury of the good people ef 
this state:— 

# Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the general antembly of 
the commonwealth of Kentucky, That all power, right 
or privilege, granted to the corporations establish- 
ed by an act entitled ««an act establishing inde- 


pendent banks in this commonwealth/' approved 
January twentieth, one thousand eight hundred 
and eighteen, and an act entitled “an act supple- 
mental to the act establishing independent banks 
in this commonwealth,” approved February third, 
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, to deal 
and^-adft in discounts, bills of exchange, or cur- 
rent money, or to issue notes or bills of credit, pay- 
able to bearer or otherwise, shall be, and the same 
are hereby repealed and revoked from and after 
the first day of May next, and all other power, 
rights and privileges granted to said corporations in 
said recited acts, are hereby repealed and revoked, 
from and after the first day of January, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty three. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ That any person or 
persons, who may act as president, director or 
other officer, of any independent bank in this s.ate, 
contrary to the provisions of this act, shall be sub- 
ject to all the penalties, fines and forfeitures im- 
posed by an act to suppress private associations for 
the purpose of banking, approved February eighth, 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve, which pe- 
nalties, fines and forfeitures may, and shall be im- 
posed, recovered, collected and distributed ac- 
cording to the provisions of the said recited last act. 

Sec. 3. Beit further enacted. That the bonds re- 
quired from the independent banks for the privi- 
lege of banking for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty, shall be and the same is here- 
by repealed. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted. That so much of 
the act to incorporate Sanders' manufacturing com- 
pany, which passed the 31st day of January', one 
thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and the 
supplemental act thereto, approved Febhiary the 
third, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
which gives the said company banking privileges* 
shall be, and the same is hereby repealed; and the 
second section of this act is hereby made applica- 
ble to the persons who may have the management 
of the said manufacturing institution. 

The following were the yeas and nays on the 
passage of the preceding act — 

In the house of representatives. 

Yeas — Messrs'. Allen, Barrett, Barton, Baylor, 
Booker, Boyd, J. Breathitt, Butler, Chilton, Chur- 
chill, Clarke, Cockeriil, Coleman, Cunningham, 
Davis, Daniel, Dougherty, Duncan (of Daviess,) 
Duncan (of Lincoln,) W. Emmerson, Forrest, Ge- 
rard, Goode, Gray, B. Harrison, Hays, Howard, 
Hughes, Kincaid, King, Lecompte, Lewis, Little, 
Lyne, Mayo, Miller, T. P. Moore, T. R. Moore, 
M'Roberts. O'Bannon, Oglesby, Oldham, Rudd, 
Scott, W. Smith, Stephens, Stephenson, Waring, 
White, Williams and Worthington— 51. 

Nats— Mr. Speaker/ Hardin.] Messrs. C. Breath- 
itt, Cooper, Cox, J. Emerson, Fleming, Gordon, 
Green, Grundy, Lee, Long, M'Afee, M'Clellandr 
Payne, Porter, Prather, Sanders, Sandford, Selby, 
Spillman, R. Taylor, Thomas, Turney, Underwoedr 
M. Wickliffe and Yantis — 27. 

In the senate . 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, [Blackburn] Messrs. Bled- 
soe, Crutcher, Dollerhide, Ewing, Ford, Given, 
Hardin, Hickman, Johnson, Jones, Lackey, Pic- 
kett, slaughter, Thomson, White, Wood and Yan- 
cy— 18. 

Nats — Messrs. Barry, Bridge*, Davidge, flavid- 
son, Eve, Faulkner, Harrison, Johnson, Maion^Ow- 
ens, Perrin, Pope, Roper, Southgate and Worthing- 
ton — 15. 


r&ijrriD by william ogdsk nils*, at the franklin mass, water -stir at. 
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The tariff bill. If c. Without entering 1 upon the 
subject at large — and, perhaps, without givingto it 
that fullness of consideration which its importance 
deserves, we n<no rattier incline to a belief that the 
postponement of the tariff bill by the senate of the 
United States, has rendered a permanent benefit 
to the country! ‘‘Blessed is he who findeth conso- 
lation,” or, out of evil bringeth good! Our reasons, 
for what some will suppose to be a strange doc- 
trine, are as follows: — 

1. The extreme pecuniary pressure on the peo- 
pie is very rapidly curtailing the importation and 
consumption of foreign goods, and bringing about 
a home trade of incalculable advantage to the coun- 
try, by rendering the importation of such goods 
less and less necessary. One man gives his labor to 
another for wheat, a second barters wheat for cloth, 
a third gives cloth for shoes, liaiv, &c. As money 
lias retired from circulation for the want of employ, 
the people have returned to the original principles 
of business; and it may safely be said, tliat the bar- 
tering of one commodity for another has increased 
not less than twenty fold within the last two or three 
years. The farmer oftentimes finds that he can 
better afford to pay the blacksmith two dollars for 
certain agricultural utensils, if the latter will lake 
wheat for his labor at a fair pAce — than send the 
wheat to market and sell it for money, and then pay 
one dollar for such utensils. And all are more and 

•more convinced of the interesting truth, that it is 
the facility of payment, instead of the amount 
paid, that fixes the raluc of a commodity to the 
consumer. 

2. These habits, once established by necessity, 
^ill be continued from choice; but they cannot be 
abandoned while there is no foreign demand for 
our products, and the average worth of wheat in 
the United Slutes is not more than fifty cents per 
bushel to the growers of the grain; and the car- 
riage of a barrel of flour to market costs the half of 
what it sells for there. 

3. In consequence of these things, the revenue 
of the United States, now derived from duties on 
goods imported, wiU fail. We are about to bor- 
row several millions of dollars to meet the current 
expenditure^ of the present year; we shall have to 
borrow more to satiety those of the next, and still 
a greater amount, in all probability, for those ot 
the year thereafter— and ao on; unless the people 
of Europe, instead of attending to their farms and 
manufactories, get to killing one another— or, we 
adopt a different policy for ourselves and revert to 
direct taxes or an excise. 

4. Because, though this result is the inevitable 
consequence of mistaken means for raising a reve- 
nue and of prodigality in its expenditure — it would 
itaye been charitably attributed to the tariff bill, if 
it had passed into k law* — “Seeing is believing, but 

*We see by a toast drank at Salem, Mass, at a 
dinner given to Mr. Silsbee, the representative of 
the district in congress, in approbation of hisoppo- 
aition to the tariff, 8tc. that some attribute the pre- 
sent reduced amount of importations to the opera- 
tion of the existing tariff! — The toast alluded to is 
in these words — “The deficit in the public revenue 
and the loan of three millions. — May the present 
Vol. XVIII. 22. 


feeling has no fellow.” When the people and their 
government alike feel pecuniary difficulty, efficient 
measures will be resorted to to relieve it, and taxa- 
tion and representation will go hand m hand. 
“Those who dance should pay the piper.” 

Wc have no gratification in the prospect before 
us — few persons are more severely affected by 
“hard times*’ than we are, and every man is pre- 
sumed to pursue his own interest. We predicted 
what has already happened and that which is about 
to come to pass, several years ago — and reiterate 
oqr conviction, that nothing else within ourcontroul 
will render this country prosperous, but a well de- 
vised system of l>. ws to protect domestic industry 
and secure a home market. 

(£/*We now have the pleasure to present our 
readers with Mr. Baldwin's Speech on the bill re- 
ported by him, as chairman of the committee of 
manufactures, to provide for the prompt payment 
of duties on certain articles imported — which 
ought to be read by every person interested on 
either side of the great question which the bill 
was intended to bear upon. 

The history of our *.ws for the regulation and 
protection of commerce,' with Mr. Baldwin's exhi- 
bition of the effects of a credit for duties, in oppo- 
sition to the practice of all other commercial na- 
tions, are exceedingly important and will cause 
many who have talked much to think a little. 

lie has most severely whipped, “even unto 
death,” the senseless cry of “let us alone,” when- 
ever any thing is proposed to be done for domestic 
industry, as applied to manufactures; by shewing 
that commerce , the favorite child of government, is 
the creature of regulation ; and that law upon law 
has been passed directly for its protection against 
the enterprise of foreigners. Many years ago, just 
after the Hartford convention was dissolved in all 
its glory, 1 said that, without the aid of government 
in favor of our shipping interest, we might soon 
have Dutch of other European vessels carrying on 
our coasting trade — and so we should now, except 
for the protection afforded to American bottoms. 
We have annexed below an article from the Rich- 
mond “ Enquirer ” about **let us alone,** which pre- 
sents a beautiful contrast with the facts that belong 
to the approved policy of the goremincMit, in re- 
spect of one branch of the national industry -4o 
which we wish all prosperity, while we think that 
it has not an exclusive claim to our support. 

We heartily recommend the speech to attention. 
Mr. Baldwin, before he took the floor, appears to 
have done what many speakers in congress neglect 
to do : that is, at least to have endeavored to wider - 
stand what he himself meant to say! — and, in con- 
sequence, he has introduced a great body of facts 
in a very imposing form, and argued upon them in 
a masterly manner, so that, like “bread cast upon 
the waters, they will be found after many days.’ 9 
But our readers shall see what was said in opposi- 
tion to them, as soon as we receive what we sup- 
pose to be the ablest reply to his remarks. 

Just after the three bills reported by the comrajt- 

consequences of high proteoting duties, convince 
the government of the impolicy of increasing them.” 
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tee of manufactures had failed in congress — the 
auction bill in consequence of the senate’s post- 
ponement of that for regulating the tariff, the fol- 
lowing editorial article appeared in the “Enquir- 
er.” We now insert it as well for a matter of re- 
cord, as by way of contrast and curiosity : 

*'Let us alone . The whole of Mr. Baldwin’s brood 
lias finally passed to “the tomb of the Capulets.” 
The cash duty bill was strangled in the house of 
representatives. The tariff has early received the 
coup de grace in the senate. The poor auction bill , 
after having been bandied about the representative 
chamber, is ultimately kicked out of doors. Joy 
go with them! A system more utterly at war 
with the clearest principles of the age, better calcu- 
lated to tux the leading interests of the country 
for the benefit of a subordinate and privileged or- 
der, and to place two classes of the community at 
the feet of a third, was scarcely ever conceived in 
the dark days of feudal restriction. Let us alone . 
Government is at best a rude, unwieldly, and bung- 
ling machine; it is “an evil though a necessary* 
evif;” it is one to which it is essential to set limits, 
and to say to it, “thus far shalt thou go, and no far- 
ther.” Confine yourself to the objects for which 
you were instituted; assume no more power than 
Is necessary to these objects; and invade as little as 
ossible the liberty of the people. Let conscience 
e free; leave opinion to itself, let the pursuits of 
industry be as free as possible. Men who depart 
from these principles are enthusiasts or empirics. 
There has been much idle talk on this measure. 
A bounty on manufacturee*vouId not have relieved 
the distresses of the times. There is a vis medicatrix 
in a free society which will work out its cure. The 
times are «»out of joint” - but leave them<to tbem- 
elves. Let us not die of the doctor— but leave na- 
ture to lierself. 

“We congratulate our fellow citizens on the de- 
struction of the tariff bill. We thank the senate 
for the early and manly stand which they have taken 
against it. Let ignorance, let disappointed inte- 
rest, or factious ambition, clamor a a much as they 
will at the catastrophe; the enlightened friends of 
the country will thank them for their determina- 
tion. We have not met with a single citizen, how- 
ever humble or however high, who does not sin- 
cerely thank them for their vote!” 

(Cj^Let us alone,” indeed !— Why, it is very pro- 
bable, at this time, tha* the whole profits of our 
commerce do not amount td*as much as the outfit 
and pay of our ministers and agents sent abroad to 
guard its interests! Certainly, not to as much as 
the support of the squadron kept up in the Medi- 
terranean, to protect it against the Barbary powers! 
But it is not our design just now to complain of 
these things. v 

Colony of free blacks in Africa. We have seen 
a great many papers relative to the colony now 
forming in the Sberbro country, on the coast of Af- 
rica, about eighty miles south of Sierra Leone, un- 
der the patronage of the American colonization so- 
ciety, as in asylum for such of our free blacks as 
are williug to return to the country of their ances- 
tors. 

It appears highly probable that a colony will be 
settled by which the happiness of such emigrants 
may be eminently promoted; nay, it may become 
a strong and powerful settlement; and, so far as it 
relieves us of thife species of our population, it may 
render a political good. Yet all that we can do 
in this way, will be only as a drop in the bucket; 
but may it not be a detriment to us, by chiefly 


sending away the most considerate and enlighten- 
ed free blacks, whose example and precept is so 
useful to their less informed or less virtuous 
brethren? Every feeling of my heart is devoted to 
the object of the colonization society; but feeling 
convinced that their efforts will amount to nothing, 
as to the accomplishment of that object — a relief to 
the U. States of a persecuted and proscribed peo- 
le, held in durance vile by the hand of power, or 
ept at an awful distance by the force of prejudice 
on account of their color— and to whom an incor- 
poration into the body of our society seems forever 
denied, by reason of that prejudice, which every 
man feels and acts upon — no matter how high bis 
professions of philanthropy and so forth. The great- 
est [white] friend of emancipation that we have, 
would be unwilling that his daughter should many 
a blacjc man, though that man were a “pattern of 
piety,” and even possessed of what is thought much 
more of — a plenty of money. 

About 80 persons constitute the advance of this 
proiect — they speak in fine terms of the kindness 
with which they have been treated, and of the 
country which has been selected for them, &c. 
All that was hoped for, as to this detachment, 
seems about to be realized; and, it is within the 
scope ef possibilities, that in fifty or an hundred 
years hence, there may be a large nation in Africa, 
who shall look up to the United States as their pa- 
rent, benefactor and protector! This will be good, 
—the work will be approved by the Beijto who 
delights in the happiness of his creatures, and so 
far it is well; but, although the emigration hence 
may build up such a nation, it will have no sensible 
effect on the amount of the black population that we 
have — whether we consider our slaves as articles 
of domestic traffic, or merely as men: for the pro- 
duct of commodities is much regulated by the de- 
mand, and population is always inclined to press 
upon the means of subsistence. 

Piracies. Three persons have just suffered death 
at Boston for piracy and murder, committed in con- 
sequence of their having joined the “patriot” ser- 
vice, and several others are just taken up at Nor- 
folk, Georgetown, Charleston, &c. — in all twenty 
or thirty men, charged with similar offences from 
similar causes! The case appears to be as follows: 

The officers of the brig Gencml Rondeau, under 
the flag of Buenos Ayres, were latlely risen upon 
by the crew, who murdered some of them and sent 
the rest afloat in a boat, about twelve miles dis- 
tant from the island of Grenada. New officers were 
then appointed, who shaped the brig’s courte to 
the United States^ They arrived off the coast of 
North Carolina — when, having plundered the brig, 
they scuttled her and made tlveir way to different 
parts of the neighboring country, laden with their 
ill-gotten Wealth. Various suspicious circumstances 
caused their arrest, to end their live9 on the gal- 
lows. It appears that not many of the crew of the 
Gen. Rondeau were Americans — most were Bri- 
tish subjects. M'lien is this miserable business— 
this wretched privatecring-piracy, which so much 
corrupts the morals of sea-faring men and leads 
them into every excess, terminating so often in 
murder and punishment by the executioner, to 
endr The “patriot” service, as of late fitted for in 
some ports of the United States, is a disgrace to 
the country, but unhappily it has been so managed 
in general as to elude our laws intended for its sup- 
pression. The Gen. Rondeau, however, it should 
be observed, was last fitted at Buenos Ayres. 

Since writing the preceding, we have the follow- 
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*tig in a Norfolk paper of the 39th inst. “The 
.Buenos Ayrean armed brig Wilson, capt. Wilson, 
cleared at Norfolk on Saturday last for Margaretta. 
On Wednesday night last, while she was lying at 
anchor in the bite of Craney Island, 27 of her men 
£ot ashore by some means or other, and made their 
escape; the remainder, consisting of about a half do* 
zen, together with the landlord who shipped them, 
were on Friday last arrested by the marshal of the 
U S. for this district, under a warrant from Judge 
Tucker, and are now confined here in prison. 

The 4 th census of the U. S. The “National Intel- 
ligencer** contains the instructions, forms and pa- 
pers furnished to the marshals of the United Slates, 
in pursuance of the act for that purpose, and publish- 
ed in the present volume of the Register, page 120. 
They occupy about six of the heavy columns of the 
Intelligencer, and we have not time just now to 
offer an intelligible abstract of them — but shall 
do it next week. In the mean tinu. it may be well 
to remark, that if the instructions of the secretary 
of state are complied with, we shall have a body of 
facts of incalculable importance to act upon, and 
which, perhaps, will do mote to direct an enlighten- 
ed political economy than any set of documents 
ever before spread upon the tables of congress, or 
disseminated among the people of the United States. 
We have only to express our hope, that the mar- 
shals and their deputies may zealously second and 
support the project for obtaining a correct know- 
ledge of things so interesting to the legislation of 
a free country, as will be furnished by a rigid ad- 
herence to these institutions. 

Jaiv cases . It is with much satisfaction observed 
that “Niles* Register” is frequently referred to by 
judges, in different parts of the United States, in 
giving their opinions on matters coming before 
them, on account of the law cases preserved in it. 
We have many very important opinions, not inte- 
resting only to gentlemen of the bar but to the pub- 
Dc generally, which we expect to present to our 
readers during the present recess of congress, and 
as soon as we are relieved of certain documents and 
speeches laid off for insertion. 

Prompt payment of certain Duties. 

jib. Baldwin's speech Ilf support of the bill re- 
torted BT THE COMMITTER OF MANUFACTURES. 

In commencing its operations, our government 
justly deemed it of great importance to give every 
facility to the commerce of the country. There J 
was then peace in Europe. Commerce was princi- 
pally in the hands of two nations, whose capital was 
so abundant that, in Holland, it was said not to be a 
bad business for a merchant, by his labors and the 
employment of his money, to realize six per cent, i 
In England, an unequivocal evidence of the extent 
of unemployed capital was, that their three per 
cent, stocks were in the market at 93 per centum. 
It was no part of the policy of these nations to give 
aids to comm erce by affording credit* at their cus- 1 
tom houses, on the importation of goods; it was ! 
not necessaiy. In this country the case was differ- 
ent. The period which immediately succeeded 
the revolution was one of unexampled embarrass- 
ment, from which we were just recovering when 
the new government was organized. There was 
but little capital in the country. Its commerce 
was mostly carried on by foreigners, whose supe- 
rior capital gave them great advantages in their 
competition with our citizens: it thus became ne- 


cessary to divert trade from its accustomed chan- 
nels, by every possible facility. Imposts were the 
principal source of revenue— merchants the agents 
to collect it from the people. Credits for the duties 
were allowed them, not only to give time to col- 
lect from consumers, but as a means of increasing 
their capital, by retaining and having the use of 
the money until their bonds became due. In 1789, 
the credit allowed on goods from the West Indies, 
was four months; on Madeira wines, twelve months; 
|on all other goods, six months, in 1790, a credit 
was given on teas from China of twelve months. 
In 1795, the credit on goods from the West indies 
was altered to three and six months; from Europe, 
to eight, ten and twelve months. In 1799, a general 
system was adopted: from the West Indies, half in 
three, half in six months; salt, nine months; w'ines* 
twelve months; from Europe, one third each in 
eight, ten and twelve months; other than from 
Europe, half in six, and one-fourth each in nine and 
twelve months; teas as other goods, or at the option 
of the importer, to be deposited and bonds given 
at two years, and to be sold for the duties if the 
bonds were not duly paid. In 18 -5, all imports- 
tions from the eastern coast of America, north of 
the equator, were allowed the same credits as those 
from the West indies. In 1818, the credit on suoh 
importations was extended to six and nine months; 
on those from other countries than Europe and the 
West Indies, (salt, wines and teas, excepted), to 
eight, ten aud eighteen mouths, one third being 
payable at each of these periods. No alteration 
lias since been made, so that the credits now are — 
On the duties on importations from the West Indies 
and north of the equator, (excepting Europe), 
half in six and half in nine months. 

From Europe, one third in eight, one third in ten, 
and ope third in twelve months. 

From the East Indies, one third in eight, one third 
in ten, and one third in eighteen months. 

Of wines, twelve months. 

Of salt, nine months. 

Of teas, one third in eight, one third in ten, and 
one third in twelve months; or, if deposited, 
twenty-four months. 

While our commerce was stmgglingtd cqmpete 
with that of other nations, there were good rea- 
sons for allowing liberal credits on the duties; but 
! when the French revolution Threw the commerce 
of the w orld into our hands, when the capital of 
foreigners was employed by our merchants, the 
use of it being amply compensated by the protec- 
tion of our flag, there would seem to hare been no 
very powerful reasons for taxing consumers to 
create or enlarge the capital of merchants — for 
such i9 the immediate effect of custom house cre- 
dits. It is understood to be the custom of mer- 
chants to calculate their profits on the aggregate 
cost of goods, including charges and duties. The 
amount of duties is, in effect, a loan from the go- 
vernment to the merchant, without interest, which 
becomes a part of his capital, and is as productive 
as the money he has actually remitted in payment 
for his goods. It would seem, then, to he as reason- 
able that he should furnish this, as that he should 
furnish the other portion of his capital. When the 
credit on the duties exceeds that allowed on sales 
to retailers, it affords to the importer the farther 
advantage of the active use of the money which 
has been drawn from those who really pat the du- 
ties. 

It would have seemed more consistent with ge- 
neral principles, if, in the infancy and during the 
hard struggle of our commerce, liberal omlits had 
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been given, and they had been gradually diminish- 
ed as there was less occasion for them. The re- 
verse, however, has been our policy. Though, 
during the period of short credits, our commerce 
was constantly and rapidly increasing; and, not con- 
tent with a fair division with othe: nations, was at- 
taining a monopoly; yet the credits were extended 
in proportion as the real necessity for them dimi- 
nished. Even so late as 1818, w hen our East India 
merchants 'had acquired vast wealth, abundant 
capital, and were without foreign competition, 
their credits were in part extended to eighteen 
months;— a longer period, I will venture to say, 
than they give their customers. The consequence 
of this system is, that, by selling at auction lor cash, 
or on short credit for notes which can be discount 
ed at bank, the amount of duties thus loaned, may 
be invested in a new voyage. Generally one, and 
1 often two adventures, muy be completed before the 
duties on the first are due. 

We have lately heard much of the favorite com- 
mercial maxim, “Let us alone; let trade regulate 
itself/* The practical application of this maxim 
is, developed by this custom house system. Our 
legislation upon this subject has been' uniformly 
progressive. Regulation has indeed followed re- 
gulation; but it has been to give additional facilities 
to commerce. The credits at the custom house 
have' been often altered; but, in every case, they 
have been increased. Our statute book does not 
contain a solitary instance of a credit diminished. 
This system, having been coeval with our govern- 
ment, follow'd up by a Uniform series of acts for 
thirty years, is now viewed as the natural and es- 
tablished order of things; as a matter of right, not 
of favor. Extending the credit means, “let us 
alone;** to reduce it to the old terms, is to destroy 
the commerce of the country. It is worth w hile 
to look at the practical illustration of this rule in 
the act of f&18, the last law on the subject, passed 
on the last day of the session. The East India cre- 
dits were extended to eighteen months, in the last 
•line of the last clause in the last section of a bill 
for the deposits of wines and spirits, ■, and for other 
purposes. It might be well to enquire into the 
evidence on which this measure was reported. It 
is at least to be hoped that, from whatever other 
quarter it may come, the doctrine of “letting things 
regulate themselves,’* will not again be heard from 
those who owe so much to regulation. 

In speaking thus plainly of these credits, I must 
not be understood as objecting so much to their 
expediency at the time of their adoption, as to 
their being continued and enlarged after the rea- 
sons for which they were granted have ceased, and 
when their effects have become injurious to all 
parts of the country. They Were granted for the 
benefit of American commerce and as facilities to 
American merchants; but they now operate to the 
destruction of the one and the impoverishment of 
the other. From a careful examination of the week- 
ly abstacts of merchandise entered at the custom 
house in New-York, in the yetir 1819, it appears 
that there were entered 32,958 packages of dry 
goods, of which 24,659 were on foreign, and 8,299 
only on American account. Thus, in the proud em- 
porium of our commerce, where capital is abundant, 
and in vain seeking profitable employment, three 
fourths of the importations appear to be on foreign 
account, the sales of which, for the most part, are 
by auction. This is no forced, but the plain and evi- 
dent effect of obvious causes. The nations of Eu- 
rope* to wdiotn England allied lierself, and whom 
she subsidized to destroy the continental system of 


Bonaparte, having accomplished the object of put 
ting down its author, retained or re-adopted the 
system itself. That nation who fought the common 
batlletf of herself and other nations, and who paid 
them for fighting for themselves, now finds her 
manufactures mostly excluded from the continent* 
Her merchants and manufacturers seeking rather 
for some market than for a good one. Few nations 
will buy from them at all; none but this will furnish 
them with a capital without interest on a long credit. 
Other nations regulate this matter, they require 
prompt payment of duties, or depoaite of goods- 
We leave things to regulate themselves, and allow 
foreigners to avail themselves of three fourths of 
the benefits of our credits. Depressed at home for 
the w..nt of & market as well as of capital, they ear 
gerly look to us as affording both. During the 
wars in Europe, they could not improve these facili- 
ties; hut now they bold out inducements and offer 
temptations which will lead to a great increase and 
a final monopoly of our trade in their hands. An 
ordinary trading voyage to England may be com- 
pleted, the goods sold by means of auctions, notes 
discounted, and the proceeds ready to be remitted 
back in four months. By tire Liverpool packet* 
much less time will suffice. But, allowing three 
operations in a year, I find that our custom house 
credits on cottons and woollens will double the 
capital employed the iirst year, and increase 135 
per centum at the end of the second year. In 
this mode, a loan, perpetual and inceasing in a 
steady ratio, is made by our government to the fo- 
reign merchant; who, while he thus obtains it, 
without interest, is enabled to continue his opera- 
tions — and while he can avoid the notary, he looks 
more to his credit than to his profits, and will con- 
tinue his business though it rtiay be a losing one. 
What to the American merchant would be a losing 
is to him a gainful trade. The American importer 
becomes a mere caterer to the foreign manufactu- 
rer. The orders sent out by him indicate the quan- 
tity, kind, and quality of goods required at our 
different ports — The manufacturer thus advised of 
the demand, sends similar articles to the same mar- 
ket. If, after deducting charges, he can receive in 
New-York the price at his manufactory, )ie has the 
usual profit and an incesse to his capital by the 
custom house credits. The American merchant 
pays the manufacturer his price in England, and 
must sell here at an advance, or decline business. 
It is, therefore, not a matter of surprise that so 
large a proportion of importations should be on 
foreign account, but rather that there should be 
any other. - 

This at once accounts for the cries of distress 
which assail us from the commercial cities, implor- 
ing us to abolish credits on imports, and impose 
heavy duties on auction sales. The operation of 
these two causes on all the great interests of the 
country, shews their intimate connection, their 
mutual dependence. I hope all will unite in afford- 
ing a remedy. It will be truly unexpected if gen- 
tlemen shall be found willing to have the revenue, 
commerce and agriculture abandoned to their fate, 
because the only measure which can save them will 
likewise benefit manufactures. Tht occasion is now 
fairly presented to the house. This bill has been 
called for from the sea-ports. It has been report- 
ed, published in the counting rooms of merchants 
for three months, and not a solitary petition against 
it from individuals has been presented. Called for 
by all, and l may almost say opposed by no part of 
the country, necessary to correct existing, not fan- 
cied evils,— evils which are felt and threaten to be 
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greater in future, I cannot but feel some confidence 
that even the opponents of the tariff will be in fa- 
vor of this bill. For the revenue it is almost indis- 
pensable, as well for security as for convenience. 
On the .first of January of the present year, the 
amount of revenue bonds actually in suit, exceed- 
ed three million of dollars. On the first of this 
month (April) it was considerably increased — say 
to 3,120,000 dollars. On the first of January, lbl9, 
it was only 1,740,000 dollars. 

That the incease of custom house delinquencies 
lias kept pace with the increase of importations on 
foreign account, is not only apparent from the na- 
ture of the case, but from this document,* which 
in itself contains the most conclusive evidence of 
the fact. Salem, one of our proudest commercial 
towns, owns one fourth of the East India shipping 
of the United States. The longest credits are on 
J5fcst India goods; and the security for the duties is 
most liable to be impaired by the casualties of 
trade. Salem has, probably, a greater amount of 
commerce, in proportion to its population, than 
any other town in the union; but it i 9 prosecuted 
on American account. The bonds in suit there, at 
the last returns, amounted only to 4,366 dollars. 
In Boston the amount was 174,000 dollars; in New- 
York, 844,000; Philadelphia, 471,000; Baltimore, 
445,000; Norfolk, 251,000; Charleston, 210,000; 
Savannah, 251,000. These are, as to revenue, the 
effects of a change of the imports of the coun- 
try to foreigners. American merchants are idle — 
they offer to loan you their money at 5 per centum, 
on a long loan. They are fixed in the country; 
their property and character are security for the 
payment of duties due from them. It is not so 
with the transient foreigner. His cargo gives him 
credit, and makes him a good man at the custom 
house. One is surety for another. They sell their 
goods at auction and go ofF, and leave their bonds 
unpaid The money is lost to the treasury, but is 
taken from the pockets of our citizens. Thus 
thU credit system tends strongly to the exhaustion 
of our resources, to the oppression of our own 
and the encouragement of foreign industry. When, 
in addition to these credits, the importations of fo- 
reigners are sold by auctioneers and one man does 
the business of one hundred, we have only to cal- 
culate the effects on the merchant, the mechanic, 
all the inhabitants of a sea-port, and the farmers of 
the surrounding country: one hundred houses, one 
hundred stores unoccupied; one hundred sets of 
clerks and servants unemployed; one hundred fa- 
milies less to feed and clothe, to pay general and 
local taxes, to contribute to the support of the go- 
vernment j*nd the defence of the country. To this 
list, and to embrace all classes of society, I hope I 
may add the manufacturer, in whose favor import 
duties cease to be discriminating, the credit having 
the effect of a positive bounty on the importation 
of foreign fabrics. The credit, averaging twelve 
months, is equal to six per centum to the needy 
foreign manufacturer/who, in hope of better times, 
is willing to keep up bis credit at any loss, The 
loan thus obtained may be worth the whole amount 
of duties, the highest rate of which is but 30 per 
centum, say 2$ per cent, a month — a rate of interest 
not unheard of in times of commercial embarrass- 
ment, even in this country. 

To guard against these general and increasing 
evils, and to combine as much as possible the pro- 
tection of all the great interests of the country, the 


•An official return of the amount in suit in the 
different ports of the United States. 


bill proposes to allow on drugs, dye stuff's, and 
what are generally called groceries, except wines 
and ardent spirits, a credit of three and six months; 
on teas, three, six and nine months; manufactured 
articles to pay the duties on their arrival, or to b® 
deposited in ware-houses for six months, and the n 
to be sold by auction if the duties are not paid. 
Though all the petitions on the subject, and the 
house will remark that most of them are from mer- 
chants, prayed for an indiscriminate abolition of 
credits, the committee apprehended that this would 
cause a change in the commerce of the conntvy 
which, in its present depressed state, it could not 
bear. Strange as it may seem, and little as I well 
know they will be credited even for the existence 
of the motive, the committee of manufactures did 
anxiously desire, and took great pains to shape tlus 
bill so as to answer all the common objects, and yet 
save the merchants from the ill effects of granting 
the entire prayer of their own petitions. Had we 
done that we shduld have been justly exposed to 
the imputation of attending to only one, and not 
considering the other matters referred to U 9 by the 
house. T he West India trade was in the hands of 
American merchants — did not operate injuriously 
to the principal manufactures — we did not mean to 
touch these credits; and I think, by sound construe- 
tion of the law, we do not. This requires expla- 
nation : In 1799, these credits were enlarged from 
four to three and six months. In 1805, the impor- 
tations frbm countries north of the equator , on the 
eastern coast of JlmeiicH ami the islands adjacent , 
were allowed the same credit as importations from 
the West Indies— thus making two distinct descrip- 
tions of places, or countries, the one not including 
the other. In the famous law of 1818, the credits 
on importations from north of the equator, (using 
the same words as the law of 1805,) were extended 
to six and nine months. The construction given 
to this act at the custom houses, has been that it 
extends to the West India credits Believing this 
to be erroneous, ahd that neuher the intention nor 
the words of the act will embrace the case, we feel 
satisfied that they remained as fixed in 1799. If 
we are mistaken, it at least shews tire necessity of 
watching provisions of this kind, which have an 
important bearing on the revenue, and the im- 
propriety of inserting them in laws the title of 
which would not lead the house on the last day of a 
session, to examine all its details. Ont he impor. 
tation of goods imported from the East Indies, it 
has not been thought necessary to give a longer 
credit than on the same when imported from the 
West Indies; our views having a reference ratheT 
to the articles imported than to the place whence 
derived. 

No good reasons presented themselves for giving 
facilities to importations from countries with which 
our trade was a losing one, and which afforded no 
market for our produce. It appears that in theyeav* 
1817 and 1818 our exports to China alone amounted 
to 7*240,000 dollars; of which 5,600,000 dollars were 
in specie; 1,512,000 dollars in foreign, and only 
74,896 dollars in American produce. The exports 
of products to Asia were, American 61,000 dollars; 
foreign 511,000 dollars; amount of specie not 
known. In 1818 and 1819, the amount of specie 
exported to China exceeded g7, 000,000. Desirous 
not to bear too hard upon and unwilling to eneoiN 
rage this trade, the credits were reduced to«uch a 
term that a new voyage could not he completed on 
the capital furnished by the duties on a former 
one. ' This was carried on mostly, if not whollv, by 
men of great w ealth, who could require no facili. 
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ties, except in regard to importation; and these, it 
is believed, are liuerally provided for by the third 
section of this bill. But there were imperious rea- 
sons for abolishing the credits on manufactured 
goods, especially from Europe. The security of 
the revenue, the protection of American^commerce 
and industry, seemed to concur in demanding such 
a change in the system, that the goods should not 
come into the market till the duties were paid. It 
was much wished to discriminate between impor- 
tations on foreign and domestic account; but the 
objex tion seems to be insuperable against refusing 
to the foreigner a right to deposite on the same 
credits we were willing to allow to our own mer- 
chants. A refusal in the hirst case would have de- 
stroyed the little that remains to us of the carrying 
trade in Europe. France and England allow us to 
deposite all arti$les, even those which are not ad- 
mitted to entry, until an eligible market can be 
found. They would refuse to us what we denied 
to their subjects. In the other case, a refusal would 
violate our convention with England; for, though 
the rat* s of duty would be nominally the same, yet 
the difference in time would make a difference in 
effect. I consider that convention so important and 
beneficial to the commerce of this country, that, 
from interest alone, we ought to observe it with 
the most scrupulous good faith, as a means of pre- 
serving our navigation. Without it you would be 
called on for protection, as you now are in relation 
to France. Though it is now not only presump- 
tuous but almost criminal, for western men to inter- 
fere in the regulation of commerce, I beg those in 
that interest to reflect what would be the state of 
their trade with England, if, as in the case of that 
with France, it had been left to “regulate itself?” 
I speak it with pride, it was not only regulated, but 
saved by western men. 

A very obvious defect in our present system of 
credits is, that it makes no difference between im- 
portations for home consumption and for re-expor- 
tation. In reducing the credit on some, and abo- 
lishing it on others, the committee foresaw that 
their plan would operate severely on that kind of 
commerce which they thought deserving of protec- 
tion and of every facility, unless a discrimination 
was made. The hill provides for that in a manner 
which will effectually repel every imputation of 
hostility to commerce. It leaves it to the option of 
the importer to avail himself of the present system 
of drawbacks, by giving his bond for the duties and 
taking the debenture oq exportation; or to declare 
his intention at the time of entry, giving his bond 
witn security, to export and not re-land the goods; 
or, in lieu of such surety, to deposite them in & 
warehouse. [The time of exportation is left blank 
in the form of the bond.] No bond for the duties 13 
required. It is only for his integrity, that the re- 
venue may not he defrauded. He may deposite and 
take three months within which to make his elec- 
tion win ther to try the domestic or a foreign mar- 
ket, without making a declaration of his intention 
to export. The section in relation to deposites 
contains substantially the same provisions as are in 
the existing laws respecting the deposite of teas-r- 
vnrieil only so as best to connect the convenience 
of the merchant with the security of the revenue. 
On examining it, the house will perpeive that, in 
.the whole, it leaves tin* credits substantially as 
they were in 1790; that it is not so much an altera- 
tion as a restoration of the old system. The changes 
which have been made are indispensable. The 
credit on manufactured goods tends so strongly to 
do aw ay all discrimination in our present tariff, be- 


tween imported and domestic articles, that efficient 
encouragement cannot be given without abolishing 
them. We have used our endeavors to do it in 
the manner least injurious to commerce. 

It is not without much surprise that I have heard 
the various objections to this bill. Not that an 
alarm should have been raised about revenue, com- 
merce and smuggling; these are always expected, 
when any measure is proposed which tends to the 
benefit of manufactures. It is a matter of course to 
hear them. Local and personal reflections have 
been made on the committee who have reported 
it. Lentlemen seem to forget that a majority of 
that committee represent commercial places, and 
ought to be as much alive to their interest aa those 
who represent districts which have no commerce, 
and who seem so much alarmed about the injury 
with which this bill threatens it. It is strange that 
merchants are not only easy on this subject, but de- 
sirous of its adoption; that it has been reported on 
their petitions, and by their immediate representa- 
tives. But it seems that they do not know their 
own interest; that their friends and new allies, in 
the fervor of their zeal and friendship, must take 
them under their guardianship. I think I can duly 
appreciate the reason. It is not because they are 
so friendly to commerce, but unfriendly to manufac- 
tures. This bill combines, with the other objects, 
the protection of this great interest; and hence 
arises their great hostility to it. I am not insensible 
of the impression made in the house by the power* 
ful opposition it has met with, and that I am put on 
the defensive. You must allow me to answer the 
objections, to tyave it understood. The committee 
sre charged with attempting to destroy the settled 
system of commerce which has been so long in 
operation, and under which this country has attain- 
ed to its present greatness; and gentlemen speak of 
those long credits as coeval with the government, 
when they well know they have been the work of 
later days. It is at any rate, a singular objection that 
the committee of manufactures, in framing this bill, 
are charged with having consulted the interests of 
the wealthy merchants. This, from capitalists, it 
certainly unexpected. They mustbe hard to pleaae, 
when their great opposition to this measure arises 
from its tendency to promote their interest. If this 
is true, it ought to please all. The small deal- 
ers do not complain — they are satisfied, nay desir- 
ous of its adoption; chambers of commerce and 
East India merchants are its only opponents — and 
that, because it does too much for them. They 
must excuse me, if I attribute their oppositioa 
to a much less disinterested motive. The craft is 
in danger, the charm is about to be dispelled by 
which the people and government of this country 
have been led to believe that foreign importations 
are the source of revenue and wealth. The trea- 
sury is empty, the people are impoverished; the 
cause is seen and felt to be the prostration of na- 
tional industry, the encouragement of foreign. 
This objection was not urged by the same gentle- 
man a few days ago, when you made a total and 
complete change of the system for the 9ale of the 
public lands. It had been tried for twenty years, 
had never been changed or altered, and was attend- 
ed with no inconvenience^— not a cent had been or 
could be lost. You had profited by it — had, by for- 
feitures, made a clear profit of 400,000 dollars. 
There was not a petition in favor of its abolition. 
But these were fancied evils; you apprehended 
danger, you thought a change would be useful, and 
by almost an unanimous vote, have passed a law by 
which a poor man, desirous of securing to hLnseif 
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and family the means of support, must pay all cash 
for his title to eighty acres of land. Now we find 
the advocates of this measure so wonderfully at- 
tached to the system of impost and enormous cre- 
dits, that they will not consent to even reduce them; 
and, while they affect so much fear for agriculture, 
commerce and revenue, are willing to permit the 
foreign merchant to have his twelve and eighteen 
months credit on his cargo of half a million of ma- 
nufactured goods, the poor farmer must pay cash 
for his land the foreigner may not only have a 
credit on his goods without interest, but be allowed 
to double his capital by the loan thus obtained from 
our own citizens You see by this system that 
one fifth of your revenue is at this moment in suit. 
You know that the greatest portion of delinquen- 
cies is by foreigners; that much of it will be lost, 
that the duties are taken from the pockets of the 
consumer, which do not and never will go into the 
public treasury, but to foreign countries; that this 
evil is increasing most rapidly, that the amount in 
suit has doubled in the last year, and is at this mo- 
ment greater than ever. You must borrow money 
to make up the deficiency thus caused, and yet lis- 
ten to the cry of “you will destroy the revenue”— 
you are attacking ancient and venerable systems 
Trace these credits through your laws, and you will 
find that this bill is in substance coming back to the 1 
old system of 1790 — that it only does away innova- 
tions of later years. Much is said about the small 
losses in the revenue for thirty years; this only 
roves that the bonds of our merchants are good — 
ut will any one say that their bond is better or safer 
than their money? But, tho* the bonds of the Ame- 
rican merchant are safe, you have here official evi- 
dence that those of foreigners are not. Suits in- 
crease with foreign importations, and you must not 
be surprised if the losses of the last two years are 
more than all the preceding ones. Fancied evils 
made you take away the credit on the public lands, 
but realized ones do not induce you to reduce them 
on importations. Commerce is, it seems, in dan- 
ger — yet it is well known that these credits have 
been the means of throwing it into the hands of 
foreigners. Ask the American merchant if this bill 
will injure him — the merchant, the house owner of 
the seaport, who suffers by long credits and auction 
sales. Let the rate of rents, the price of labor, . 
the unemployed houses, stores clerks, laborers and 
shipping, answer. We have been told that if fo- , 
Teign importations do not give employment to la- 
bor, value to property. And markets for materials 
and provisions here, they do in some other countries. 
Here I understand the gentleman who has made 
this remark, and thus points out the difference be- 
tween his principles and mine. I do not profess 
those broad and comprehensive principles of phi- 
lanthropy, which enable me to look unmoved at the 
general distress which pervades our whole country, 
ami find consolation in the reflection that, tho* our 
policy destroys the industry and prospects of our 
own, it encourages that of other nations. tVe are 
sent here to legislate for our own citizens — their 
interest should be our peculiar care; let others take 
care of themselves: their legislators do not leave 
things to regulate themselves. When they are cal- 
led on for protection to any of their great interests 
— other governments do not say, if you have no em- 
ployment here, if your manufactures are abandon- 
ed, your sea ports depopulated, your farmers with- 
out markets and your revenue in suit — it is better 
somewhere else. No member of this house can be 
ignorant of the fact, that our commevcc is rapidly 
declining, and by means of these credits: the friends 


of the mercantile interest are certainly liberal in the 
extreme in insisting on their continuance, when 
not a nation in the civilized world gives a credit 
but ours. Is it sound policy thus to impart to others 
benefits ruinous to ourselves, when there is no re- 
ciprocity? 

It has been said that other governments encourage 
importations, and that this bill contains less liberal 
principles than their codes. The commercial expe- 
rience of the gentlemanhas taught him better — he 
must think usstrangely ignorant of their regulations, 
notto know the total incorrectm ssof the remark. He 
knows it, that all other nations discodrage importa- 
tions for home consumption — they encourage them 
for deposite as auxiliary to the carrying trade. We 
afford the solitary exception of the reverse; not a 
prohibited article in our tariff*, no discrimination be- 
tween importsforcon9umption orexport, except the 
drawback of duties This bill makes it — it gives faci- 
lities for expert which were never offered before; it 
will aid American commerce which is worth pur- 
suing; it will take it from foreigners who now almost 
monopolise it. I am not tenacious of the details of 
this bill; the great object is the reduction of the 
credits on manufactured goods — if too much is ask- 
ed, let gentlemen say what will suit their ideas. 
Will they agree to any 'mollifications, will they give 
up a little, or do they insist on retaining the whole 
— willing that commerce may be destroyed if ma- 
nufacturers are not benefited. It would have 
much better suited my ideas, if we had endeavored 
so to modify the bill as to answer our common ob- 
jects. But it seems that we have been mistaken 
in our expectations of conciliation; nothing will 
satisfy the gentlemen but by striking out the first 
section; the total defeat of the bill — there must be 
no modification, no alteration, no reduction of cre- 
dits. Not satisfied with what they call the old sys- 
tem, they cling to the memorable act of 1818 as ea- 
gerly as if the whole commerce of the country de- 
pended on it. True to the commercial maxim, “keep 
what you have got, and get what you can*” while re- 
gulationsare progressive, adding to your benefits, 
cull that.the natural order of things; but when tho 
least attempt is jnade to touch even a skirt of your 
system, fold up your hands and say, “let us alone,” 
let us regulate ourselves If we adopt your maxim 
and offer to divest commevce of even the ruinous 
trappings of its regulations, then the cry, “re- 
venue and smuggling” comes to your aid and 
keeps off this most odious thing called regulation. 
I understand it — it will be understood by the coun- 
try; we are always regulating commerce — you will 
this session; it is necessary to save it, if the peti- 
tions for navigation acts are to be believed. Let 
the house not forget one celebrated regulation in 
the late war, when ^oods to an immense amount 
had been imported in violation of your non-inter- 
course acts — when the merchants had given bonds 
to the amount of twelve millions of dollars which 
were forfeited, which they added to the price of their 
goods and received from the people of the cmmtvy, the 
consumers , on the ground that they were obliged to 
pay them to the government. You, by one “regula- 
tion,” remitted them — and, at the experise of* the 
treasury and the nation, put the money in the pockets 
of men who now say det nsalone.* When half as much 
is done for manufactures, I will admit that they may 
regulate themselves. I do not urge these matters 
from hostility to commerce, but to let its friends see 
that not the want, but the excess of regulation, has 
now made it necessary even for them to do away 
some part of their system, to induce th6rr. to make a 
common cause with the other great interests of the 
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country, to save themselves. Our export of pro - 1 ties, premiums and drawbacks of other gnrero- 


duce and import of goods for home consumption, 
has ever been unprofitable — the only valuable part 
of our commerce, the earning trade, is now leaving 
us— it can only be brought back by regulations. It 
is not denied that the importations are now mostly 
on foreign Account. Importers will be exporters — 
those who bring you goods will take away your pro- 
■duce; if there is a surplus of imports, foreigners 
will take them to other markets. Merchants must 
see this, they now feel it — the situation of your 
sea-ports abundantly proves the fact The pride 
of opinion must be abandoned. Commerce is no 
longer what it was- -the change in the relations of 
the civilized world has been the cause — measures 
must be changed with the times: and, when we 
can trace to a definite source, a great portion of all 
the embarrassments of the treasury' and the people, 
we are called on by every motive which ought to 
influence a national legislature to join in the reme- 
dy. In asking for the abolition of credits on manu- 
factured goods, it is not any bounty or even en- 
couragement of domesttqmanufactures. It is only 
that you take away the bounty, the premiums on 
imported, the inducements, the temptations that | 
the needy foreigner cannot resist — that you shall 
not take money from the people of this country 
and lend it without interest, and often without se- 
curity, to the foreign importer Apply the favorite 
commercial maxim, not as practised on,’ but accord- 
ing to its real meaning — take away the credits, res- 
cind the regulutiono which give them— then things 
will regulate themselves — now your laws regulate 
them. 

The duties imposed by the existing laws are said 
to be stiflicient protection, — and so ihey might be, 
if the operation of the system, marie them, to the 
amount, a discrimination between the foreign and 
domestic fabrics. When impelled by the general 
distress, the prostration of all sources of national in- 
dustry, to complain of its insufficiency and propose 
remedies, one gentleman charges the committee 
with obtaining their ohjeedby indirect means, and 
tells us to increase the rate of duty — another tells 
its this will be unavailing by the increase of smug- 
gling. I had thought that the last charge brought 
Against the committee of manufactures would have 
been that their objects were indirect. If the bills 
they have reported do not on their face explain 
their objectsJhe observations of their chairman have 
not left their views a matter of conjecture. If the 
bills pass, there will not be much doubt about their 
direct effect — at any’ rate they are meant to be effi- 
cient. I think it not very honorable to the mer- 
cantile character of this country to be told by ex- 
perienced merchants, we will smuggle if you touch 
our system; raise a duty or diminish a credit, we 
will violate your laws. Let me ent reat them to put 
to# high a value on their reputation to hold out 
to this house threats of this kind. 

As to high duties, the gentlemen and I under- 
stand each other very well; but neiiher on this or 
his resolution calling for evidence, is the commit- 
tee to be caught. High duties are not the efficient 
means of protecting our industry; had we proposed 
them we should have defeated our own measures; 
the triumph would have been the greater as we 
should have destroyed ourselves, by falling in the 
snares of our opponents. Moderate duties, but so 
imposed as to be collected, so as to afford a real 
and n#ta mere nominal preference to our industry, 
are what we aim at. At present, they are merely 
a tax on the consumer, and operate in a very smail 
degree for any other purpose. Calculate the boun- 


merits on the exportation of goods, our custom 
house credits and sales at auction, it will be found 
there is little if any discrimination in favor of our 
manufactures: the duties are balanced by these ad- 
vantages It has been more our object to remove 
these premiums on importations than to raise the 
rate of duties. We are told that one third of the 
shipping of the United States is idle — it is certainly 
true. I will thank the gentlemen to give us the 
reason — he knowB it i9 not the prosperity of manu- 
factures, that the trade of the coiyitry is passing 
from our merchants; if ours is idle, foreign shipping 
is employed — that the custom house credits are 
the main cause — yet he will not agree ts the change. 

I am bound to hope it is not because this bill aids 
other interests as well as commerce. Had it been 
reported by another committee, had the provisions 
of the third section been ottered by any other 
than the Goth* and Vandal « of thcvcMt , 1 think 
they would have been retained — it is not iin- 
impossible that even the European credits would 
have been reduced. But nothing from the com- 
mittee of manufactures will be accepted; even fa- 
vors from them will be rejected I am glad that I 
voted against the separation of the committees of 
commerce and manufactures. I well know that it 
would hold out to the house and the country the 
idea that their interests were opposed; it was my 
belief then and is now, that they are the same: ex- 
perience will show it— both are declining, not only 
going but gone — The same measures are necessary 
to redeem both. The committee well know they 
were undertaking an ungracious task in acting on 
all the subjects referred to them; how far they have 
acted impartially can best be judged not by pro- 
fessions bait their acts. I am willing it should be 
tested by this bill, confident that when this excite- 
ment shall puss away, it will remain as evidence of 
our disposition 10 do as much for commerce as for 
manufactures — equally confident that the time will 
come when its loss will be regretted by those who 
now oppose it, not only as to parts but the whole — 
who will now agree to no amendment, no modifica- 
tion, but hold on to the old system in all its changes. 

! All seem to admit that the commerce of the coun- 
try is rapidly declining, but wc are promised a 
change in 1822. I would be indeed thankful for 
the information on which this prediction is made, 
happy to know the means by which it is to be re- 
alized. Does the gentleman judge by experience, 
from facts, or does he rely on the chapter of acci- 
dents? Let m^waro him not to indulge in delusive 
hopes, to look to causes and effects, — and, while 
there is a commerce to protect, not to delay the 
means of its restoration. Above all, let him be- 
ware how he presses on 11 s his favorite maxim— 
of let things regulate themselves. This nation may 
not always apply it exclusively to manufactures; 
even here equality may be equity, and this favored 
child of legislation may be left to regulate itielf. 
When 1822urrives, and the gentleman’s predictions 
turn out dreams, we shall perhaps have foamed 
that government is instituted to protect more than 
one interest; that laws to favor commerce are not 
to be claimed as matters of right for manufac- 

tures to be implored as charities, gratuitous favors 
j flowing from your good grace; that one part of the 
I nation is not to claim a monopoly of protection and 
j protest against its being granted to another, as an 
usurpation of its prerogatives. How will he like 
!to hear, to the prayers of commerce supplicating 
; aid against foreign laws and competition and do- 
i meat ic- indifference, the appalling answer of “i?- 
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gul ate yourselves,” — if you are i>ot doing well, com- 
fierce is doing x veil somewhere else your relief will 
injure manufactures, the revenue and lead to smug- 
gling— we huve adopted another child and leave you 
fin the enjoyment of your oxen principle s. 1 his day 
may come, but it is notour fault — we have held out 
our hands in friendship, but have met with a cold 
repulse. If commerce is now let! to itself by a re- 
peal of all our regulations in its favor — the bounties 
on fisheries, navigation acts, coasting trade, ton 
imge duties, discrimination on imposts, light mo- 
ney -how would its friends like this “being let 
alone?” Let them then think how we feel at receiv- 
ing this answer when asking for some portion of the 
benefits of government, by a measure which is cal- 
led for by all parts of the nation and is necessary 
for the security of the revenue. J o prepare for 
the reception of the tariff m this house, you adopt- 
ed a resolution calling on the treasury department 
for information as to its effects — those who are now 
so alarmed about the revenue had better call to 
know the effect of long custom house credits and 
the propriety of a change, t hey s«‘cm unwilling 
to do it— it is not for us to ask it, but we can easily 
judge from the amount of revenue bonds. On the 
1st of January last those outstanding, not due, were 
$16,100,000 — if the same amount should be in suit 
this, as was the last year, after deducting the ex- 
penses of collection and drawbacks, you can calcu- 
late the state of the treasury from imposts and de- 
cide- whether it is better to take the money or trust 
to the bonds of foreigners. You will not trust your 
own citizens one day for any portion of the pur- 
chase money for their pittance of land — how will 
you answer to them for trusting to foreigners mil- 
lions of your revenue, after you find by experience 
that they do not pay? How will you answer to the 
nation for the continuance of a system winch is con- 
fessedly ruinous to agriculture, commerce, manu- 
factures and revenue — which is daily adding to the 
distresses of all the country; and the embarrass- 
ments of the treasury, which are increasing and 
roust increase during European peace, can only be 
checked by some such measure as is now proposed. 

1 am sorry to hear it still repeated that commerce 
provides all the resources of the government — 
those who ring this in our ears must surely think 
us very simple; that the people are so easily duped 
as not to. know that the duty, with accumulated 
profits, is added to the price of every article, and 
paid by the consumer; that the merchant is only 
the collector and is well paid for collecting the 
taxes* the people pay them on every foreign arti- 
cle they eat, drink, wear or use 

But, sir, this bill is totally misapprehended — it 
does not change the system of imports, it only 
makes it effectual by preventing losses; it aids your 
treasury by bringing to it the money instead of bonds 
on long credit; it makes your system in some mea- 
sure uniform and consistent, applying the same 
rule to purchasers of laud and goods. If the 
MU proposed a total abolition of credits, it would 
be justly exposed to the attacks I am endeavoring 
to repel; but it goe9 no further than to make the 
duties payable in cash or the articles to be deposit- 
ed, which interfere with our national industry, and 
principally affects that part of our trade which is in 
*he hands of f >reigners. It is objected that it will 

•A citizen of New York was once boasting to 
Mr. Jefferson that that city paid one third of the 
whole revenue, lie was silenced by this reply — 
“Remove the custom house across the Hudson and 
the city of Jersey would pay it. 


tend still further to produce that effect and to ex- 
clude small capitalists from importations on their 
own account; these objections have long since been 
anticipated— they have in my mind been completely 
answered by the letters in my hand from the most 
intelligent merchants of New York and Baltimore. 
1‘he foreign merchant and manufacturer, who send 
their goods here, are generally needy — the regu- 
lar course of trade does not give them a market or 
they would not force their way to one here by auc- 
tion sales — otlr credits operate as a loan and in- 
crease of their capital to carry on their operations 
at home— -this is a great temptation to continuing 
the trade; the loan is perpetually increasing, every 
new consignment adds to the amount; it is unlimit- 
ed as to time, and thus it will progress till you de- 
pend on foreigners not only for supply and defence 
but revenue. As one old bond is paid off a new 
credit is given for an increased sum. No other na- 
tion affords these facilities — hence our market is 
resorted to. But take them away, take from any 
consignment txtentyfve per cent, fox' duties instead of 
adding that amount by a loan — compel the consign- 
or to send the money for duties or pay a short bill, 
it would affect such a total change in l>js business 
that he could not continue it: then he must take 
from his capital at home to pay his way abroad — 
now you add to it by lending him money to use for 
twelve months. It is the difference between a pre- 
mium and a tax — a bounty and a burthen. 

There is no mystery in this — even backwoods- 
men can understand it; it would indeed be mysteri- 
ous, if long credits encourage foreign consignments, 
that short ones should increase them — cash pay- 
ments give them the monopoly. I cannot dwell on 
reasoning of this kind; it is much like the other ob-. 
jection that capitalists will engross all the trade. — 
This deserves some examination; if true, it presents 
a serious objection to the bill- if not true, the 
house will be able to decide on the character of 
the opposition. This and the auction bill are ne- 
cessarily and closely connected, the one an auxilia- 
ry to the other — the petitions for both mostly from 
merchants and mercantile towns — whether from 
large or small capitalists, can best be judged by 
those who know the signers and wifi examine 
the number of those petitioners. Here is a peti- 
tion from New York praying for the auction bill; 
there are more than 7 , 000 .names to it. It must be 
a wealthy place indeed, if these are all capitalists. 
Here is one praying for a general abolition of all 
credits on all importations, signed by near five hun- 
dred merchants of that city — no one will pretend 
they are capitalists, no one has a right to say they 
do not understand their own interest. They have 
asked for this bill as essential to their protection; 
they have made common cause with the friends of 
manufactures, to check an evil destructive to bath. 
Merchants of all classes have united in its furor, 
small as well as large dealers; it has been oppoicd 
by no individual petitions — no small capitalist has 
objected or now objects to its passage. The only 
opposition has been from your chambers of cvm- 
mcrce,8ome of whom have sent and directed thfeir 
1 memorials to us— others have sent but not directed 
them— circulated secretly, their effect felt but the 
power not tangible. I can hear of it, but it is not 
on our tables — we cannot examine it. These bo- 
dies, it seems, are the guardians of commerce.— 
Merchants undertake to judge for themselves, and 
ask us for a measure — a chamber of comjnerce re- 
monstrates against it as injurious. I do not well un- 
derstand who these chambers of commerce ane; 
they are generally understood to be men v\ ho' are to 
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settle disputes among merchants. In New York, I has none — we may therefore feel ourselves safe in 
find, they are incorporated for charitable purposes acceding to the petitions of those who have asked 
—that they received the thanks of the assembly of for this measure, that they have not asked chambers 
that state for their patriotic conduct in importing no of commerce or East India merchants to become 
goods from Great Britain until she would repeal the their guardians Let it be remembered too, that the 
Stamp act. I would rejoice now to tind'chambers small dealers are mostly in the West India trade, 
of commerce leaning against foreign and encourag- which is not affected by this bill — the East India 
ing domestic industry and commerce; and in times and European trade, which will be deprived of one 
past it would have been gratifying if some of our of its facilities, is in the hands of capitalists and fo- 
ciiizens would not have carried on commercial in- reigners — this accounts for their alarm, and a desire 
tercourse with England, daring embargo , non inter - to guard their exclusive interests under the pre- 
course and war . I believe the members of these text of protection to the small dealers. When the 
bodies are not generally composed of small capital- latter complain, I will then think the objection 
ists of the first respectability — they are of the may have some weight — till then, it will be consi- 
most wealthy It is matter of some suspicion to dered as a pretext to cover opposition to a system 
find them guarding tbe small trader with so much indispensable for all the great objects of ggvem- 
care, and so fearful that the trade of the country ment, merely because it comes in aid of manufac- 
will be thrown into their own hands— a suspicion turcs. I must not be blamed for indulging this be- 
that is not diminished when I find the merchants of lief when there is such a settled determination 
Salem laboring under the same fears as to bene- evinced — not to touch any part of the present cre- 
.fits which this bill will give to the large capitalists, dits, when the same cry is raised whether we offer 
and dwell so much on the injury to the young and to touch the act of 1818 or to abolish the whole. It 
enterprising. Here is something unaccountable is at all times amusing to hear these same alarms 
to me. In 1818, the last extentiem of credits was rung on every occasion. The tariff brought them 
made on the petition of the East India merchants oj out — this bill has increased them, “it will ruincotn- 
Boston and Salem -headed by William Gray and merce, agriculture, revenue** and even the country 
others, the greatests capitalists of the country— itself! They must be weak indeed when they rest 
there were no petitions from any other place; on European and East India credits — we got along 
small dealers did not ask for eighteen months ere- very well before 1818 — there were no very impe- 
dit, and small dealers are not much concerned in rious calls on us to extend them then; if they were 
the East India trade. This law it seems, was thus shortened now, I think the sun would still shine and 
passed on the petition and for the benefit of the water run! This is not the first time this country 
wealthiest merchants in the union. I must be al- and all its interests have been ruined . The pro- 
lowed to ask how the extention and shortening of clamation of neutrality, the British treaty, the 
credits will produce the same effects? I think French war, ruined us forever — the embargo and 
too well of the gentlemen whose names were to non intercourse law were death — so was the late war: 
these petitions, to believe they did not understand yet tbe country has survived all; it bears a great 
their own interests or would designedly impose on deal of ruin, and bears it very well, for one who has 
you. The gentleman who so ably Represents one been ruined so often. After surviving such shocks, 
of these towns, must permit me to say, that, while I think the little ruin which will be added by em- 
he is contending that this bill will injure the small ploying our ovm labor, our own materials, giving a 
trader, he is contradicting the petition presented value to our ovm property , carrying on our ovm com - 
by himselfj praying for long credits. Two short merce, and receiving into the treasury all the money 
years cannot have made such a change in the prin- that the people pay for taxes, will not be too much to 
ciplcs of commerce. What would benefit capital- bear! If this is ruin, it is of the kind which wiH re- 
ists in 1818, will do so now. Long credits will pro- store us to prosperity. There must be & striking 
duce the sapie effects now as then. When objec- analogy between two opposite systems, agreeing !■ 
tions are made to short ones, they must be tangi- no one feature, yet producing the same effects — 
ble — I must know where to find our opponents— each attended with ruin absolute and irretrievable, 
they must not play thus fast and loose. If short You have tried imposts till your revenue has left 
credits were injurious to capitalists in 1818, they you five millions short of your expenses — credits, 
will not give them a monopoly now. We are not till one fifth is in suit— importations on foreign ac« 
to be thus amused with reasons which can be count, till your commerce is destroyed — auction 
adopted to suit any measure — they are sure pre- sales, till your merchants are idle (their hopes rest- 
te?;ts to defeat this bill, not because it will injure ing in a bankrupt law) — foreign goods, till your 
the small merchant but because it will benefit the manufactures are abandoned — foreign markets, tiM 
minufacturer. It will take the bounty from impor- your farmers find their produce rotting on their 
ta lions, keep the money of the government at home, hands; and yet it is contended that the continuance 
prevent loans to merchants from producing new of this condition of the country is necessary for its 
importations on the capital furnished by the duties welfare; that a change will be ruinous. I hope gen* 
on the old. We have given the reasons and the tlemen will ask themselves if ever there was a time 
evidence on which this bill has been reported. I when there was such a scene of universal distress— 

1 would thunk the then chairman of the committee If it cannot be easily traced and satisfactorily ac- 
of ways and means for the evidence on which he counted for, when called on as you have been this 
extended the (credits to eighteen months. In session by the people of the country, they will ex- 
examining the effects of this change I cannot see pect some better answer to their petitions than 
the injurious effects on the small trader; he can as these alarms, which are always raised whenever 
easily pay the duties on a small importation as the there has been any attempt to adopt measures of vi- 
large trader on a large one. Merchants adventure tal importance. When you urge them you must 
in proportion to their capital and credit— ^the du- give reasons -shew how the present system will re- 
lies are in proportion to what they import; the store, how the proposed one will injure us — shew 
small dealer can often procure a small loan when a bow internal industry will injure internal prosperi- 
fcirge one could not be obtained — the American ty — how idleness promotes national strength or in- 
merchant lias a credit in bank, when the foreigaer dividual wealth— -and, above all, satisfy the farmer 
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for whose interest there b so much anxiety, how he i 
is to be injured by buying his clothing from those 
'who will purchase his produce. Now the surplus 
of his farm will not clothe his family and procure him 
iiis utensils; now he understands what is meant by 
lmying cheap: that it does not consist in the price 
the article he -wants, so much as in the price of the 
article with which he is to make payment. When 
doth is at £10 a yard and flour at $10 a barrel, one 
pays for the other— «loili at 6 dollars and flour at 3, 
the cloth to the farmer has doubled in price; the 
barrel of flour procures but half a yard of cloth.— 
These things will he understood -there is no mys- 
tery in political economy; it is a plain simple calcu- 
lation of what is bought by the least labor and the 
Smallest quantity of produce. 

That article is the cheapest which the consumer 
pays for the easiest. What encouragement does 
the importer or retailer of foreign goods now give 
the farmer - what injury has a manufacturer in his 
neighborhood, or a market at his own door, ever 
done him? Is it better for him to seek it by naviga 
tion of 3000 miles, when, found glutted by supplies 
Irom other sources, the price less than at home— 
the home market destroyed by the eagerness for a 
foreign — shall all competition be destroyed, our 
roduce left at the mercy of other nations, who 
ave agricultural interests of their own to protect? 
Are they better friends to the American farmer than 
even our own government — theirs than our own 
citizens? These are questions which must be 
answered in some other way than “you' will 
ruin the country.” Sir, the country is ruined if you 
persevere in your present policy. It must and will 
be changed. Such radical and fatal errors will be 
checked by the general voice of the country, if not 
here. It had better be done while moderate mea- 
sures will be sufficient— such as are proposed by 
.this bill, which does not increase the duties, impo- 
ses no burthen on commerce— but, merely taking 
away the bounty and premium on foreign manufac- 
tures, so as to leave the duties which are laid on im- 
portation a discrimination in favor of our own indus- 
try and the trade of the country, in the hands of our 
own merchants. 


Proceedings on the Slave Trade, &c. 

The following account of the proceedings had in 
the house) of representatives, at the last session 
•F congress, will interest many of our readers, 
and at once shew the present state and prospect 
of things in relation to the slave trade, and re- 
specting the colonization society, Ice.— our read 
ers recollecting that we have already published 
the law, (see page 236,) which makes it piracy, 
and subjects to the penalty of death, any citi- 
zen of the United States engaged in the slave 
trade. 

On the 8th day of May, Mr. Mercer, from the com- 
mittee on the slave trade, to whom the memorial 
of the society had been referred, handed in the 
following report, with the subjoined resolutions, 
bill, and amendment, which were ordered to be 
printed, and referred, on his motion, to the com- 
iqittec of the whole, to whom had been referred 
the bill from the senate, entitled “An act to conti. 
mie in force an act to protect the commerce of the 
United States, and plinish the crime of piracy, and 
also to make further provision for punishing the 
crime of piracy.” 

On the succeeding Wednesday, on the motion of 
the same gentleman, all the orders of the day pre- 
ceding the bill in question were postponed to take i 


I up that bill; when, after much discussion, the 
amendments of the senate’s bill were adopted by 
a very large majority of the committee, and, on be- 
ing reported to the house, were ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, by a like majority, and, 
on the next day, passed without a division. 

In the senate, the amendments were taken up 
on Thursday, and, on motion, the further considers^ 
tion of them was postponed till Friday, when, after 
a spirited discussion, for the late period of the ses- 
sion, they were passed by a very large majority. 
In favor of a motion to strike out that denomina- 
tion of the offence which made the slave trade pi- 
racy, not more than five or six members rose from 
their seats. It is but justice to s\ate, that, of those 
gentlemen, there was not one whose hostility to 
the odious traffic sought to be abolished could be 
doubted; so that the punishment of death has been 
annexed to this obstinate and inveterate crime by 
the almost unanimous voice of the national legis- 
lature. 

The first of the resolutions, which the lower 
house refused to lay upon the table, by a majority 
of 78 to 34, was taken up in the senate on Friday, 
and passed, with little opposition, to a second read, 
ing. A rule of the senate requires that any reso- 
lution or bill shall be read three times on separate 
days, unless by unanimous assent, the rule be dis- 
pensed with, and, a member having, on 
refused his assent to an exception from this rule in 
behalf of the resolution, it remains on the table of 
that boefy. 

The second resolution, although postponed to 
the first day of the next sessioq, is not rejected. 
Such a motion precludes a discussion of the merits 
of any question. It was postponed by a majority 
of a few votes only: v of the minority, several are 
known to have voted for the postponement from 
no objection to the resolution, but to preclude a 
debate upon it at the close of a long session of con- 
gress, when much other business pressed on the 
attention, and under a belief that no injury could 
result to the contemplated colony from the delay 
which would be consequent upon the postpone- 
ment. Several gentlemen who voted for the post- 
ponement expressed to the reporter of the reso- 
lution, a willingness to vote for it on a reconsidera- 
tion, which would have been moved by one of them, 
but for the rule of the senate already adverted to. 

The third resolution was laid on the table by a 
majority of votes, and will pass over to the next 
session with the bill to incorporate the American 
Colonization Society. 

An amendment liad been moved to the resolu- 
tion, in committee, by a gentleman who thought it 
liable to misconstruction, and, to guard against 
that, pvoposed to limit the power conveyed by it 
expressly to the objects which the chairman of 
the committee on the slave trade had proposed to 
attain by it; in which shape he was willing to sup- 
port it. 

The bill to incorporate the American Society for 
colonizing the free people of color, was of some 
length, and it w'as stated, in support of the motion 
to postpone it, that sufficient time did not remain 
to legislate correctly on the subject. 

The friends of colonization have, therefore, no- 
thing to discourage their hopes in the proceedings 
of the last session of congress. Thoso of the fif- 
teenth congress, by revoking the power of the se- 
veral states and territories to make slaves of the un- 
fortunate Africans cast upon our shores by the 
slave trade, by authorizing the president to restore 
them to their native country, by providing for tbeir 
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temporary succor there, and 'placing the navy of its great extent. It could be guarded by the vigi- 
the United States at the disposal of the president, lance of a few active cruisers. If to these be added 
to aid in the abolition of this detestable traffic, colonies of civilized blacks, planted in command* 
have done much to advance the purpose of the so* ing situations along that coast, no slave ship could 
<jiety. possibly escape detection; and thus the security. 

The act constituting such part of this offence, pi* as well as the enhanced profit which'now cherish 
racy, as is committed on the high seas, by citizens this illicit trade, would he effectually counteracted. 
«f the United States, under any flag, and by per* Such colonies, by diffusing a taste for legitimate 
sons of any country, under that of the United commerce among the native tribes of that fruitful 
States, and subjecting the offender to the punish- continent, would gradually destroy Among them, 
ment of death, completes, as far as the United also, the only incentive of a traffic which baa hi- 
States can do so, a system of moral and political tberto rendered ah African labor insecure, and 
justice, in relation to tills crime, which is scarcely spread desolation over one of the most beautiful 
susceptible of improvement, unless by the co-ope* regions of the globe. The colonies, and the armed 
ration of the rest of mankind.' vessels employed in watching the African coast. 

If, in virtue of the resolution which passed the while they co-operated alike in the cause of hu- 
hquse of representatives by so large a majority, manity, would afford to each other mutual Suc- 
and which has been delayed in the senate, by the cour. 

inexorable rule already adverted to, a negociation There is a single consideration, however, added 
shall be effected with the maritime powers of Eu- to the preceding view of this subject, which ap* 
rope, calculated, as the resolution proposes, to pears to your committee, of itself conclusive of the 
insure the speedy and utter distinction of this blot tendency of the views of the memorialists to fur- 
upon the humanity of the christia* world, the six- tlier the operation of the act of the 3d of March, 
teenth congress may be said, whatever local objec* 1818. That act not only revokes the authority an- 
tions may exist, to the tenor of its other measures, tecedently given to the several state and territorial 
to have achieved much for the justice and honor governments, to dispose, as they p leased, pf those 
of the nation. African captives who might be liberated by the 

— — tribunals of the- United States, but authorises and 

Report of the committee to whom was referred, at requires the president to restore them to their na- 
the commencement of the present session of tive country. The unavoidable consequence of’ 
congress, so much of the president’s message as this just and humane provision, is, to require some 
relates to the slave trade, accompanied with a bill preparation to be made for their temporary succour, 
to incorporate the American Society for coloniz* on being relanded upon the African shore. And 
ing the free people of color of the United States, no preparation can prove so congenial to its own ob- 
The committee on the slave trade, to whom was ject, or so economical, as regards tha government 
referred the memorial of the president and board charged with this charitable duty, as that which 
of managers of the American Society for colonizing would be found in a colony of the free people of 
the free people of color of the United States, have, color of the United States. Sustained by the re- 
according to order, had under consideration the commendations of numerous societies in every part 
several subjects therein embraced, and report: of the United States; and the approving voice of 

That the American Society was instituted, iu the the legislative assemblies of several slates, without 
city of Washington, on the 28th of December, 1816, enquiring into any other tendency of the object of 
for the benevolent purpose of affording to the free the memorialists, your committee do not hesitate 
people of color of the United States, the means of to pronounce it deserving of the countenance and 
establishing one or more independent colonies on suppoi* of the general government. The extent 
the western coast of Africa. After ascertaining, to which these shall be carried is a question not so 
by a mission to that continent, and other prelimina- easily determined. 

ry enquiries, that their object is practicable, the The memorialists do notask the government to 
society request of the congress of the United States assume the jurisdiction of the territory, or to t 
a charter of incorporation, and such other legisla- come, in any degree whatever, responsible for the 
tive aid as their enterprize may be thought to merit future safety or tranquility of the contemplated 
nnd require. colony. They have prudently thought that its ex- 

The memorialists anticipate from its success con- ternal peace and security would be most effectually 
sequences the most beneficial’to the free people of guarded, by an appeal, in its behalf, to the philan- 
color themselves; to the several states in which thropy of the civilized world; and to that sentiment 
they at present reside; and to that continent which of retributive justice, with which all Christendom 
is to be the seat of their future establishment. Pass- is at present animated towards a much injured 90 m 
ing by the foundation of these anticipations* which tinent. 

will be seen in the annual reports of the; society Of the constitutional power of the general go- 
and their former memorials, the attention of the vemment, to grant the limited aid contemplated 
committee has been particularly drawn to the con- by the accompanying bill and resolutions, your 
nection which the memorialists have traced be* committee presume there can exist no shadow of 
tween their purpose and the policy of the recent doubt; and they leave it to a period of greater na* 
act of congress, for the more effectual abolition of tional prosperity to’determine, how far the autho- 
the African slave trade. rity of congress, the resources of the national go- 

Experience has demonstrated that this detestable vemment, and the welfare and happiness of the 
traffic can be no where so successfully assailed as United States, will warrant, or require its exteo- 
©n the coast upon which it originates. Not only sion. 

does the collection and embarkation of its imnatu- Your committee are solemnly enjoined by the 
ral cargoes consume more time than their subse- peculiar object of their trust, and invited by the 
quent distribution and sale in the market for which suggestions of the memorialists, to enquire into 
they are destined, bu^the African coast, frequented the defects of the existing laws against the African 
by the slave ships, is indented with so few commo- slave trade. So lonj£ as it is in the power of the 
dious or accessible harbors, that, notwithstanding United States to provide additional restraints upon 
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this odious traffic, they cannot be withheld, consist* 
ly with justice and the honor of the nation. 

■ Congress have heretofore marked, with decided 
reprobation, the authors and abettors of this iniqui- 
tous commerce in every form which it assumes; from 
the inception of its unrighteous purpose in Ameri- 
ca, through all the subsequent stages of its progress, 
to its final consummation; the outward voyage, the 
cruel seiaure, and forcible abduction of the unfortu- 
nate African from his native home, and the fraudu- 
lent transfer of the property thus acquired. It may, 
however, be questioned, if a proper discrimination 
of their relative guilt, has entered into the measure 
of punishment annexed to these criminal acts. 

Your committee cannot perceive wherein the 
offence of kidnapping an unoffending inhabitant of 
a foreign country; of chaining him down for a series 
of days, weeks, and months, amidst the dying and 
the dead, to the pestilential hold of a slaveship: of 
consigning him, if he chance to live out the voyage, 
to perpetual slavery, in a remote and unknown 
laud, differs in malignity from piracy, or why a mild- 
er punishment should follow the one, than the other 
crime. 

On the other hand, the purchase of the unfortu- 
nate African, after his enlargement from the float- 
ing dungeon which wafts him to the foreign market, 
however criminal in itself, and yet more in its ten- 
dency to encourage this abominable traffic, yields 
in atrocity to the violent seizure of his person, hi$ 
sudden and unprepared separation from his family, 
ltis kindred, his friends, and his country, followed 
by all the horrors of the middle passage. Are 
there not united in this offence all that is most 
iniquitous in theft, most daring in robbery, and 
cruel in murder? it* consequences to the victim, 
if he survives; to the country which receives him; 
and to that from which he is tom, are alike disas- 
trous. If the internal wars of Africa, and their de- 
solating effect, may be imputed to the slave trade, 
and that the greater part of them must, cannot now 
be questioned, this crime, considered in its remote, 
as well as its proximate consequences, is the very 
darkest in the whole catalogue of human inquiries; 
l*nd its authors should be regarded as hoites humani 
generis. 

In proposing to the house of representatives, to* 
make such part of this offence as occurs upon the 
ocean, piracy, vour committee are animated, not 
by the desire of manifesting to the world the horror 
with which it is viewed by the American people^ 
but, by the confident expectation of promoting, 
by this example, its more certain punishment by 
ail nations, and its absolute and final extinction. 

May it not be believed, that when the whole civi- 
lized world shall have denounced the slave trade as 
piracy, it will become as un frequent as any other spe- 
cies of that offence against the law of nations? Is 
it unreasonable to suppose, that negociation will, 
with greater facility, introduce into that law such 
a provision as is here proposed, when it shall have 
been already incorporated in the separate code of 
each state? 

The maritime powers of the Christian world have, 
at length, concurred’ in pronouncing sentence of! 
condemnation against this traffic. The U. States 
having led the way in forming this decree, owe it 
to themselves, not to follow the rest of mankind in 
promoting its vigorous execution r 

If it should be objected, that the legislation of 
congress would be partial, and its benefit, for a time 
at least, local, it may be replied, that the constitu- 
tional power of the government has already been 
exercised in defining the crime of piracy, in accord- 


ance with similar analogies, to that which the com* 
mittee have sought to trace between this general 
offence against the peace of nations, and the slave 
trade. 

In many of the foreign treaties, as well as in the 
laws of the United States, examples are toj^e found, 
of piracies, which are not cognizable, as such, by 
the tribunals of all nations. Such* is the unavoida- 
ble consequence of any exercise of the authority 
of congress, to define and punish this crime. The 
definition and the punishment can bind the United 
States alone. 

A bill from the senate, making further provision 
for the exercise of this constitutional power, being 
now before the house of representatives, your com- 
mittee beg leave to offer such an amendment of its 
provisions, as shall attain the last object which they 
have presumed to recommend. 

Resolutions authorizing the president of the Unit- 
ed States to negociate with foreign governments 
on the means of effecting an entire abolition of 
the African slave trade, and for other purposes. 
Resolved , by the senate and house of represetitatives 
of the United States of America, in congress assembled. 
That the president be requested to consult and 
negociate with all the governments, where minis- 
ters of the United States are, or shall be accredited, 
on the means of effecting an entire and immediate 
abolition of the African slave trade. 

Resolved, ifc. That the president be requested to 
enter into a stipulation, or formal declaration, with 
the several maritime powers recognizing the inde- 
pendence and permanent neutrality of any colony 
of the free people of color of the United States, 
which shall be established on the western coast of 
Africa. 

Resolved, tdc. That the president be requested, 
in such use as he may deem it expedient to make gf 
the public ships of the United States, to afford eve- 
ry aid, not inconsistent with the public welfare, to 
the efforts of the American society for colonizing 
the free people of color of the United States, upon 
the western coast of Africa. 

A bill to incorporate the American society for colo- 
1 nizing the free people of color of the U. States. 

Be it enacted, &c . That Buslirod Washington, 
William H. Crawford, Henry Clay, John Mason, 
Henry Foxall, Stephen B. Balch, James Laurie, 
Obadiah B. Brown, William Wilmev, William Haw- 
ley, Walter Jones, Thomas Dougherty, Jacob Hoff- 
man, Francis S. Key, Henry Ashton, William Thorn- 
ton, Elias B. Caldwell, Richard Smith, and John 
Underwood, and others, composing the society in 
the District of Columbia denominated the Ameri- 
can society for colonizing the free people of color 
of the United States, and their successors, duly 
elected in the manner hereinafter mentioned, be, 
and they are hereby, constituted and declared to be 
a body politic and corporate, by the name and title 
of the American society for colonizing the free peo- 
ple of color of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. That said cor- 
poration be authorized and empowered to take and 
receive any sum or sums of money, or other pro- 
perty, real and personal, of any kind or nature, 
which shall or may hereafter be given, granted, or 
bequeathed to the said corporation, by any person 
or persons, bodies politic or corporate, capable of 
making such gift or bequest: Provided, That money 
or other property be laid out or disposed of for the 
use and benefit oif said corporation, according to the 
intention of the donors. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. That the said | 
corporation, hereby created, shaJl have full power 
and authority to fill all vacancies which may happen 
in their number; to make, ordain, and establish, 
and execute, such by-laws and ordinances as may 
be deemed useful to the society, and the same to 
alter, amend, and abrogate at pleasure; to make, 
have, and use a common seal, and the same to break, 
alter, and renew at pleasure; to appoint such offi- 
cers and agents as may be required for the ma- 
nagement of the concerns of the said society, and 
to assign them their duties; and, generally, to pro- 
vide tor the transaction of all business appertaining 
to said society: Provided : that no by-law, rule, or 
ordinance, of the said corporation shall be made re- 
pugnantjto the laws of the District of Columbia- 

Sec* 4. And be it further enacted. That there shall 
be an annual meeting of the members of said cor- 
poration, at such time and place a9 the proper of- 
ficers’ of said corporation may appoint, in which 
due notice shall be given in one or more of the 
newspapers published in the District of Columbia; 
at which time and place the members present shall 
elect or choose the officers of the society, to serve 
for one year ensuing their election, and until others 
fchall be elected, and consent to serve in their 
places; but the present officers of the society may 
serve till the next annual meetings until others be 
appointed or chosen. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted. That the said 
corporation shall not engage in any banking opera- 
tions; and that the charter hereby granted shall be 
liable to be amended, altered, or repealed, at all 
times hereafter, by the congress of the United states 


Important Law Case. 

Norfolk, May 26. 

Yesterday the hon. St. George Tucker , judge of 
the district court of the United States, pronounced 
his decree in the case of Don Pablo Chacon, consul 
of his Catholic majesty, against 89 bales cochineal, 
8cc. 

This case has excited a much more than usual 
interest in our community. Day after day, during 
its discussion, the court room was thronged with 
many of our most respectable and intelligent citi- 
zens, zealously attending to its progress, and await- 
ing, with suspense, its termination. Nothing that 
talent, eloquence, ingenuity, research, or activity, 
could accomplish, was omitted on either side; and 
the public expectation, which had been previously 
wrought to the highest point by the novelty and 
importance of the case, was most amply satisfied 
and fulfilled. Mr. Tazewell and general Taylor oc- 
cupied, each of them, twelve hours in argument, 
and gave renewed evidence of their title to be 
ranked with the first orators and pleaders of their 


country. 

Information derived from a lejpil friend who at- 
tended the court during the trial, enables us to 
present our readers with the following sketch of 
this interesting case ; 

The libellant, the Spanish consul, prayed restitu- 
tion of cochineal and other articles, to the value of 
about 50,000 dollars, brought into this port in 
March, 1817, in the Buenos Ayrean armed vessels 
Independence del Sud and Atrevida, and rested 
his demand on several allegations, the principal of 
which were that these vessels were commanded by 
citizens of the United States, who, by the laws of 
nations and our treaty with Spain, could not take 
commissions to make captures of Spanish property; 
that they were fitted and equipped for warlike 


purposes, or augmented in force, and manned with-, 
in the Chesapeake bay, with the intent to commit 
hostilities against the subjects of his Catholic ma- 
jesty. The claimant, Don Diego C hay tor, asked a 
decree in his favor on the ground, that the proper- 
ty libelled had been captured by a national vessel 
of < he United Provinces of Kio de la Plata, and not 
by a privateer -, and that it was not competent to the 
court, for that reason, to take cognizance of the 
case, and denied that the force of this vessel had 
been increased within the United States, in any 
other way than by the enlistment of persons who 
represented themselves to be, and were believed 
t>y him to be, citizens. of the United Provinces of 
Kio de la Plata, transiently within the United 
Stales. The judge decided, that, as to the reetitu • 
tion of prizes, made in violation of our neutrality, 
there is no distinction between public and private 
armed vessels. He therefore, overruled the objec- 
tion to his jurisdiction; and being of opinion, that 
the persons enlisted in the United Stales were not 
sufficiently proved to be citizens of the provinces 
of La Plata, awarded restitution to the Spanish 
consul, without damages. From this decree the 
claimant took an appeal to the circuit court, and 
the libellant appealed also from so much of it as 
omitted damages, about 30,000 dollars in specie 
being alleged to have been taken during the same 
cruize. Counsel for the libellant, Tazewell, Stan- 
nard, district attorney, and Allmand. For the 
claimant, Taylor. [Herald. 


Foreign Articles. 

GREAT BRITAIN AMD IRELAND. 

Edward* , the spy. In the house of commons, on 
the 2nd of May, alderman Wood gave a long and 
curious statement of certain facts that had happen- 
ed in relation to Edwards, on* the preceding day, 
being then the sitting alderman at Guildhall. Se- 
ven persons, four of whom were of “unimpeachable 
character,” bad appeared before the alderman to 
give testimony of high treason committed by Ed- 
wards, in proposing to destroy the whole house of 
commons when in session, for which he had provid- 
ed much curious apparatus, &c! It appears that 
that wretched tool was beating up for more re- 
cruits to Thistle wood’s party — being paid, perhaps, 
so much per head for every one that he put into 
the road to a gallows! Atderman Wood pledged 
himself to prove by indisputable evidence that 
Edwards was the *ole plotter and founder of the Cate 
etreet conspiracy.' 9 But the charges of high trea- 
son against him, being made for acts committed out 
of the city of London, alderman Wood referred the 
witnesses to lord Sidmouth, who replied that, ae 
Edward* wa* liable to be called a* a witne** for the 
crown, it did not appear to him that any efficient 
ground* were laid fir instituting proceeding* against 
him!!! 

From this and other testimony, there it no 
doubt that Edwards was employed by the govern- 
ment, if not to originate a project of assassination, 
at least to urge it on to a given point and implicate 
as many in the plot as he could. 

It is probable that this fellow will be sent to the 
United 8tates— It is to be hoped that a minute de- 
scription of him may be published, that, wherever 
he goes, he may be gibbeted by public opinion, and 
receive the utter contempt which a wretch so in- 
famous deserves. 

Sheffield trade. In an English newspaper, the 
Sheffield Mercury, of the 22d April, there is a well 
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written article on the Sheffield trade, which con- 
tains the following paragraph: 

‘•America has long been one of the most import- 
anl and valuable markets tor our wares; but in con- 
sequence of their commerce being frequently in- 
terrupted, together with the misunderstanding and 
ruptures that have taken place between that coun- 
try and this, has gradually weakened our interests 
with the Americans, and prompted them to turn 
their attention to manufactures; but with whatsuc- 
cess I am not prepared to say, though it is evident 
they are purchasing large quantities of steel, rea- 
dy prepared for the hammer. And it is not too 
much to presume, that more steel has been ex- 
ported to America, within the last four or five years, 
from this town and neighborhood, than has been 
worked up in our own manufactories in the same 
period, which is engendering an evil much to be 
regretted and accounts for the decline in the Ame- 
rican markets. But, in all probability, the evil will 
not stop here; as it is very obvious, that, as they 
have occasion for such large quantities of steel, they 
have artizans to work it up; and, if successful, they 
will not long resort to England for that material, 
but will make it themselves; and this is more proba- 
ble, as the American government are about to 
pass some very restrictive laws, which if put in 
force, will almost amount to a complete prohibition. 
Thus we have been preparing the way to our own 
ruin, by furnishing them with the only article that 
would have kept them in a state of dependence on 
this country for hardware." 

SPAIN. 

Count Almodavar, the new captain general of 
Valencia, has tendered to the state the difference 
between his former pay and that to which he is now 
entitled, to assist in relieving the wants of the na- 
tion. This difference is 90,(K)0 rials velon, equal to 
about 6,300 dollars which has been accepted by the 
king. The rial velon is about 7 cents. 

SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

On the 20th ult. we published a paragraph stat- 
ing the death of Tamaahmaah, king of* the Sand- 
wich Islands, and expressed fears that distention 
would arise among his descendants, and thereby 
endanger the safely of the American missionaries 
who have sailed for those islands. We are happy 
to learn that the captain of a vessel recently arriv. 
ed, brings intelligence that the new king has been 
peaceably and firmly established in his authority; 
and, what is most remarkable, that he has destroy- 
ed the idols, and demolished the Morias and tem- 
ples of idolatry; that he was very desirous mis- 
sionaries should be sent to bis islands, and had re- 
quested the captain to use bis influence that they 
might come immediately. [Boston Recorder , . 

Florida. 

From St. Awgustine, we learn that an officer of 
the regiment of Malaga recently struck a soldier of 
the regiment of Catalonia, on which the latter turn- 
ed out en masse to avenge their comrade. A great 
disturbance took place, but no lives were lost; yet 
25 men of the Catalonia regiment marched off with 
their arms, £cc. for Savannah. 

CHRONICLE. 

Our Mediterranean squadron was at Mahon on the 
31st of March. The prohibition issued against our 
ships by the governor of Gibraltar, had not been 
repealed on the 20th April, says a Norfolk paper. 

The Congress frigate was at Manilla, at the lat- 
ter end of January last, and to remain there some 
time. Capt. Henley and his officers and crew were 
hi fine health. 


WilHam Jjogan, Esq. a senator of the U. States, 
for Kentucky, has resigned his seat in that body, m 
consequence of being a candidate for the office of 
governor at the ensuing election in that state. He 
has published an address to the people on the occa- 
sion, in which he says: “To hold this office longer, 
while occupying the contested ground of a candi- 
date in the state for another— the highest trust with- 
in your gift — to say nothing of the principle, does 
not comport with my feelings and native pridei” 
Horrid affaiti. From a JVew-York paper ofTues* 
day last. It will be recollected by many of our 
readers that during the late war with England, the 
(pilot boat Patriot was despatched to Charleston 
for the purpose of bringing to tills city Mrs. Allston , 
lady of the then governor of South Carolina, and 
daughter of colonel Burr, formerly vice president 
of the United States. Mrs. Allston was in a deli- 
cate state of health at the time, and unable to tra- 
vel by land. Timothy Greene t Esq. of this city, an 
intimate friend of governor A llst'on’s family, pro- 
ceeded to Charleston in the pilot boat, for the pur- 
pose of accompanying Mrs. A. ori the voyage. 
From the time they embarked and sailed from 
Charleston, no tidings whatever had ever been heard 
of the vessel or any one on board. It was at first 
supposed that the vessel must have been captured 
by a British cruiser; but after a lapse of time, that 
hope was abandoned. Notwithstanding the weather 
was mild and favorable for several clays after the 
vessel left Charleston, and such as to render her 
joss mysterious up to the present time, no other 
idea of the melancholy circumstance had prevailed 
than that the vessel must have foundered at sea, or 
run under during a chase. 

But the mystery is at length developed — for the 
honor of human nature it were to be wished that 
the facts had never been revealed, and that the fol- 
lowing horrible tale had been buried with the 
wretches who told it. 

A gentleman recently from New -Orleans, has 
communicated to a friend of the family of the late 
Mr. Greene, that twoof the pirates, lately sentenced 
to suffer death at New-Orleans, confessed that they 
composed part of the crew •/ the above pilot boat 
Patriot / that after being at sea two or three days, 
and near the shore, they rose upon the captain and 
passengers, and confined them below— when they 
stood close in shore, and after plundering the pas- 
sengers of a considerable sum of money and plate, 
belonging mostly to Mrs. Allston, they launched 
the boat and scuttled the vessel, which soon filled 
and went down, with the unfortunate inmates con- 
fined below ! The dreadful tragedy was performed 
in the dead of night. These wretches succeeded 
in reaching the shore witJi the boat, and had thus 
far escaped detection and punishment of this horri- 
ble crime. 

Western road. Abner Lacock, David Sliriver, 
jun. and William McKee, have been appointed 
commissioners, for laying out the continuation of 
the great road from Wheeling, to the left bank of 
the Mississippi, pursuant to a late act of congress. 

Salt. In consequence of the opening of the mid- 
dle section of the great canal in New York, Onon- 
dago salt now sells at 150 cents per barrel at Utica. 
It was previously considered cheap at three dol- 
lars# 

Republican sentiment ! Gen. Quiroga, the de- 
liverer of^pain, enrolled himself as a private soldier 
of the militia of Cadiz, under the appellation of 
“ citizen ” T he editor of the Boston Gazette is quite 
angry at him for this, and says it has “a little too 
much of the slang of democracy— that titles, orders 
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and degree* are absolutely essential to the maintenance 
of ever* government /” So— so;— a printer, for in- 
stance, miff ht be called lord Lamp-black—* lawyer, 
duke of Quirks — a physician, prince of gally-pots , 
&c. &c. 

The U. S. loan for 1820, of two millions, has been 
wholly taken by the bank of the U. Slates, at two 
per cent. prem. the loan to bear an interest of six 
per cent, per annum. The amount offered at vari- 
ous rates above par, but not “so favorable'* as that 
by the bank, was nearly six millions. 

Maine John Holmes, Esq. and ffeneral John 
Chandler, have been elected senators of the United 
States, from the state of Maine. 

In the legislature of Maine, the salary of the go- 
vernor has been reduced from £1500 to £1300 per 
annum — that of the chief justice of the supreme 
court has been raised from 1800 to 2000; attorney 
general reduced from ,1000 to 800; secretary of 
state, treasurer and adjutant general, eaclt reduced 
• from 900 to 700. Different members have signi- 
fied their intention of moving for a reconsideration 
of the votes by which the salaries have been al- 
tered. 

The committee on banks and banking have been 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of direct- 
ing bank corporations to make their semi-annual 
returns to the government and* council of Maine, to 
have their specie capital exclusively in their own 
vaults t oj making the private property of their stock - 
hoi tiers at alt ti*nes liable to the payment oj corporate 
debts , where corporate pwperty sufficient cannot be 
found; and of prescribing a penalty on banks to issue 
when and so long as they have not respectively in their 
vaults , at least one half oj their capital stock in specie, 
and of making any further provisions as to the du- 
ties of such corporations, with leave to report. 

, At a late military festival at Portland, the follow- 
ing toast was given by gov. King: 

**7 Vie militia of our state — Ours, for drill and dis- 
cipline— our country’s for defence.” 

[Gov. King, then gen. King, it will be recollected, 
.was thought by the government of Massachusetts, 
'during the war, as almost guilty of a sort of high 
treason to the “nation of New England,” for or 
ganizing certain volunteer corps for “our coun- 
try’s defence.” 

Arms of Maine. The following is a description 
of the device, &c. of the new seal and arms of 
Maine: — 

A shield, argent, charged with a pine tree: a 
moose deer, at the foot of it recumbent. Support- 
ers, on dexter side, an husbandman, resting on a 
scythe; on the sinister side, a seaman, resting on an 
anchor. In the fore ground, representing land and 
sea, and under the shield, the name, Maine.— The 
whole surmounted by a crest, the north star. — The 
motto, in a label, 

“Dingo,” [I guide.] 

The emblems, &c. are very appropriate, and a 
full description of them has appeared in the Portland 
papers. The pine tree of New England, particu- 
larly of Maine, has long been celebrated for its ma- 
jestic height, erect form, ample size, and useful- 
ness. One of our revolutionary poets, in an address 
to the king of England, thus alludes to it: 

“E’en the tall mast which bears your flag on high, 
Grew on our soil and ripen’d in our sky,” 

The moose deer is also appropriate to Maine. 
This useful and harmless native of her immense 
forests, when of full growth, is scarcely inferior in 


siza to a horse, being found to be seventeen hands 
high, and weighing 1200 lbs. • 

The north star points to the geographical situa- 
tion held by Maine, as a member of the federal con- 
stellation. The husbandman and the seaman, need 
no particular description to those who know how 
essentially she is agricultural and commercial. 

Massachusetts. Elijah Mills, esq has been cho- 
so n a senator of the United States from Massachu- 
setts, vice. Mr. Mellen, resigned; and also for six 
years from the 4th of March next, when Mr. M’s 
time of service would have expired. ' 

Connecticut. The demands upon the treasury 
of this state, for the ordinary expenses of the pre- 
sent year, it ia estimated will fall short of eighty 
thousand dollars! Not much, then, will be wasted. 
The principal of the school fund is £1,700,000; 
yielding an interest at present, of £60,000; which 
will be increased. 

Election expense*. One of the last acts of the le- 
gislature of Connecticut, was the passing of areso* 
lution prohibiting in future the customary dinner 
to the clergy at the public expense. The go- 
vernor’s guards, also, have usually been furnished 
on that day with a public dinner. This too is abo- 
lished. 

State prisox.— To the honorable, judges of the 
cow t of Oyer and Terminer, for the city and county 
of Philadelphia . 

The grand jury having been engaged in the ex- 
amination of a homicide, committed within the 
bounds of the prison, and having visited that insti- 
tution, deem it their especial duty to state, that 476 
convicts are now confined in the Walnut street 
apartment, and 250 untried prisoners in the Prune 
street apartment. That, although much attention 
is paid to cleanliness, and every thing done that 
might be expected from faithful, active and vigi- 
lant officers, yet, from the nature of the buildings 
it is known that prisoners are indiscriminately as- 
sembled together without regard to age and crime. 
The young offender, whose sense of propriety so- 
litude might restore, is utterly lost by unceasing 
lessons from the worst of men; and the old con- 
vict, by his associations day and night, is literally 
prevented from reflection. These are, indeed, 
evils which have beeu long felt, often complained 
of, yet unremoved. Additional motives now pre- 
sent themselves. The unusual increase of crimes, 
the number of daring and desperate men who are 
confined, and the want of employment, which here- 
tofore assisted in their discipline, have not, without 
reason, created alarm for the security of the pri- 
son. Since the revolt of the prisoners much has 
been done towards safety, and it js hoped with ef- 
fect. But since the evil is every day increasing 
with the increase of crime, surely it is time that 
something was commenced, if not to carry into ef- 
fect Our humane criminal code by such solitaiy im- 
prisonment as would reform the life of the crimi- 
nal, at least to afford subordination and ample secu- 
rity. The punishment of confinement for offence^ 
to produce reformation in the delinquent, must be. 
solitary, and li)s person so secure that escape is 
hopeless. These ends cannot be obtained by the 
present state and construction of the prison. The 
grand jury, therefore, hope the honorable court 
will join them in recommending this subject to the 
immediate attention of those bodies, to whom it 
properly belongs. 

HICHAM) HENSHAW, Foreman . 
Rt. A. Caldclkuou, Secretary. 
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Independence. Tuesday next is the anniversary 
of the time when it pleased the Alxiohty, that a 
great nation should commence its career of virtu- 
ous liberty and happy independence. Public opi- 
nion was prepared for an act declaring that the 
United Colonies of America owed no allegiance to 
the king of Great Britain— yet there was'somethiug 
so sublime and awful in thus rending the bonds 
between us and the mother country, that few per- 
sons, though rejoicing in the new order of things, 
were without some secret, fearful apprehension of 
the result: but they “counted the cost of the con- 
test and found nothing so dreadful as voluntary 
slavery;” and, relying “on the protection of Divine 
Providence” they pledged their lives, their for 
tunes and their sacred honor, to maintain that con- 
test to a successful issue. They succeeded, and 
we are now reaping the fruits of their dangers, 
toils and sufferings. The tree of liberty was plant- 
ed in anxiety, watered with tears and nurtured 
with blood — but, guarded, by valor, it nourished — 
and “its leaves are for the healing of nations.” 

*Lo. tliisl we haveaearrhed ii— *o it is; 

Hear it, awl know iIk>u it lor thy good." 

Nearly all the great actors in 1776, have made 
their exit to “another and a better world;” but some 
venerable men yet remain to bless our land with 
their presence and point the path to political rec- 
titude. Among these, John Adams and Thomas Jef- 
Jerson stand pre-eminent; the first, as the only sur- 
vivor of such as carried the spirit of Massachusetts 
into the national congress, and indignantly urged 
violated rights to justify an assumption of inde- 
pendence; the other, as bringing a similar spirit from 
Virginia, and for being the author of the declaration 
— both, as being members of the noble committee 
Who reported it to their illustrious brethren, the 
Tepresentativesofthe American people; disavowed, 
ftuleed, by the king and his agents and office . 4 , but 
precious to humanity and immortalized in the re- 
membrance of the friends of freedom. 

Though we have made some abberations from 
the republican simplicity and honest zcil for the 
welfare of the nation, which existed in those days, 
chiefly perhaps, by the acquisition of wealth and 
consequent growth of luxury and extravagance, — 
•till we have much to gladden the heart of the pa- 
triot and convince the judgment , of the benefits of a 
free, federal, representative government. It is true, 
that men invested even with delegated power, have 
sometimes forgotteu right; that many have pursued 
their own interested views to the detriment of their 
country, and some chicanery and corruption has pre- 
vailed. These things must happen until “angels in 
the form of men shall condescend to govern us” — 
but we have a corrective which no other people pos- 
sesses, in the force of public opinion and the powerof 
the ballot; things of inestimable value and deposited 
in safe bands, until society is its own worst enerhy. 

We have had days of prosperity and seasons of 
adversity; we have borne the latter much better 
than the former. When dangers pressed, the peo- 
ple were alive to their interests and surmounted 
every difficulty: but in a state of ease and seem- 
ing security, these interests were neglected until 
improvidence dissipated apathy by suffering. As 
among the several cases of this sort which have hap- 
Vul. -Will.— — 23. 


pened since the adoption of the constitution— we may 
observe, thatubout three yearsago, congress and the 
executive did not seem to know what to do with the 
revenue, nothing lik\“)party feeling was known and 
sectional differences u*d disappeared ; — now we are 
borrowing money for the support of government, 
powerful parties are again contending, and sectional 
differences, on two great questions, prevail more 
dangerously than ever they did before. Good umy 
grow out of these evils— economy, public and pri- 
vate, will become the ofder of the day, and the ap- 
parently increased necessity of a good understand- 
ing between the several parts and different interests 
of the nation at large, w ill produce a spirit of con- 
ciliation, a willingness to give up some particular 
feeling or special interest for the good of the whole, 
which must strengthen the confederacy instead 
of relaxing its bonds, as some have apprehended 
was about to happen from our late conflict* of opi- 
nion, on certain weighty matters. 

It is the great merit of our system of government 
that even positive ^vils may be productive of be- 
nefits— a condition that belongs to no other that 
we know of, unless brought about by “treason, re- 
bellion and revolution,” to affect the principle ofg. - 
vermnent. Our principle is, that every man is re- 
sponsible to the law, that the taw is subject to the 
constitution, that the latter depends on the will of 
the people, freely expressed — it being established 
that a majority shall govern. Far be it from me 
to say that our constitution is perfect;— -it is not in 
the nature of things that either the constitution, or 
its sovereign, (the deliberate public will,) should be 
in all things rig-lit, as tested by experience; but the 
power to amend what proves to be wrong is re- 
tained, and it is natural that we should seek our 
own interest. In doing this, we may sometimes 
be called upon to find fault, to reprove, to instruct — 
these are irksome duties; but the right of com- 
plaint is inherent in the aggrieved, and the power 
of government is vested by our laws in the wishes 
of the governed. One man therefore, goes out 
of office and another comes in, without the least ef- 
fect on what are universally admitted to be funda- 
mental principles, though a difference of opinion 
may exist us to their administration— and, to the na- 
tion, it matters not the value of a straw, whether a 
“red rose” or a “white rose” is the badge of the 
power which they themselves have delegated. 

These are blessings never, sufficiently to be es- 
teemed -the season is happy for calling them to 
remembrance. May all of us recollect them when 
engaged in our national festivity, and warmly feel 
that we are men, who acknowledge no superior, ex- 
cept of superior virtue or intelligence; and call to 
mind, that it is only to the throne of the “sovereign 
of nations” that a free republican should bow him- 
self. Then shall we be invigorated to pursue a 
good conduct, and our country profit from our pure; 
vows off ered on “the altar of Y6” — the gathering 
place of emancipated millions, where the politxal .ok 
rests resplendent with political truth, having public 
morals and private worth for its base, and s arnling 
on the groat first principle, “that all men ire cre- 
ated free and equal, and endowed by their Greater 
with certain natural and unalterable rights; among 
which are fife, liberty and the pursuit o/i.appr.uai. * 
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United Statds^Uoan — 1820 . 

We have collected and pufj^ished below, the seve- 
ral articles belonging to tWjdan of two millions 
just effected by the Unitdif States, and added 
thereto a paragraph from a Philadelphia paper, 
and the prices current of the 6 per cent, stocks 
at New-York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, to af- 
ford a complete view of the' subject— and some 
remarks. 

An act to authorise the president of the United States 
to borrow a sum , not exceCying three millions of dol- 
lars. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in congress as- 
sembled, That the president of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, empowered to borrow ou the 
credit of tt\e United States, a sum not exceeding 
three millions of dollars, at a rate of interest, paya- 
ble quarter yearly, not exceeding live per centum 
per annum, and reimbursable, at the will of the go- 
vernment, at any time after the first day of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty -two; or at a 
rate of interest, payable in like man per, not exceed- 
ing six per centum per annum, and reimbursable 
at the pleasure of the United States; to he applied, 
in addition to the moneys now in the treasury, or 
which may be received therein from other sources, 
during the present year, to defray any of the pub- 
lic expenses which are, or may be, authorised by 
law. The stock thereby created shall be transfera- 
ble in the s;m»e manner as is provided by law for 
the transfer of the public debt. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted , That it shall be 
lawful for the bank of the United States to lend 
the said sum, or any part thereof; and it is hereby 
further declared, that it shall be deemed a good 
execution of the said power to borrow, for the se- 
cretary of the treasury, with the approbation of the 
president of the United States, to cause to be con- 
stituted certificates of stock, signed by the register 
of the treasury, or by a commissioner of loans, for 
the sum to be borrowed, or for any pari thereof, 
bearing an interest of* five per centum per annum, 
transferable and reimbursable as aforesaid, and to 
cause the said certificates of stock to be sold : Pro- 
vided, That no stock be sold under par. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. That the secre- 
tary of the treasury be, and he is hereby, authoris- 
ed, with the approbation of the president of the 
United States, to employ an agent, or agents, for 
the purpose of obtaining subscriptions to the loan 
authorised by this act, or of selling any part of the 
stock to be created by virtue thereof. A commis- 
sion, not exceeding one-eighth of one per cent, on 
the amount thus sold, or for which subscription^ 
shall have been thus obtained, may, by the secreta- 
ry of the treasury, be allowed to such agent or 
agents; and a sum, not exceeding four thousand 
dollars to be paid out of any moneys in the treasu- 
ry, not otherwise appropriated, is hereby appropri- 
ated for that object, and also for defraying the ex- 
penses ef printing and issuing the subscription cer- 
tificates, and aertificates of stock, and other expen- 
ses incident to the due execution of this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That so much of 
the funds constituting the annual appropriation of 
ten millions of dollars, for the payment of the prin- 
cipal and interest of the public debt of the United 
States, as may be sufficient for that purpose, after 
satisfying the sums necessary for the payment of the 
interest, and of such part of the principal, of the 
said debt, as the United States are now pledged 
annually to pay or reimburse, is hereby pledged and 


appropriated for the payment of the interest, and 
for the reimbursement of the principal, of the stock 
which may be created by' virtue of this act. It 
shall, accordingly, be the duty of the commissioners 
of the sinking fund to cause to be applied and paid 
out of the said fund, yearly, such sum and sums as 
may annually be necessary to discharge the inter- 
est accruing on the said stock, and to Reimburse 
the principal, as the same may become due, and 
may be discharged, in conformity with the terms 
of the loan. And they are further authorised to 
apply, from time to time, such sum or sums, out of 
the said fund, &9 they may think proper, towards 
discharging, by purchase, and at a price not above 
par, the principal of the said stock, or any part 
thereof. And the faith of the United States is here- 
by pledged to establish sufficient revenues for 
making up any deficiency that may hereafter take 
place in the funds hereby appropriated for paying 
the said interest and principal sums, or any of them* 
in manner aforesaid. 

H. CLAY, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 

JOHN GA1LLARD, 
President of the senate, pro tempore. 
Washington, May 15, 1820. Approved, 

JAMES MONROE. 

Treasury Department, 19th Mat/, 1820. 

Notice. In pursuance of powers which have been 
vested in the secretary of the treasury, under the 
act of congress authorising the president of the 
United States to borrow a sum not exceeding three 
millions of dollars, approved the 15th instant, pro- 
posals will be received at the treasury, at anytime 
before the 22d day of June next, for any sum not 
exceeding in the whole two millions of dollars. 

The proposals must state the amount to be loan- 
ed; the rate, not below par, at which slock, bearing 
interest at the rate of six per cent, per annum, pay- 
able quarter yearly, and redeemable at the will of 
the government, will be received; the instalments 
by which the payment will be made; and the place 
where the money will be paid — but in all cases it 
must be paid into the bank of the United States or 
its offices. Upon a failure to pay any instalment at 
the time sti*>ulated, the instalment immediately pre- 
ceding shall be forfeited to the use of the United 
States. Scrip certificates will be issued by the 
cashiers of the bank of the United States and of its 
offices, respectively, where the payments shall be 
made, to the persons by whom they are made — 
upon which certificates shall be endorsed the pay- 
ment of each successive instalment. The said cer- 
tificates will be assignable by endorsement and de- 
livery, and will be funded at the loan office in the 
state where the payments shall have been made 
by issue of stock of the above descriptions, to the 
amount to which the several parties may be en- 
titled, according to the rates at which it may be 
receivable. If any sum in addition to the two mil- 
lions of dollars contemplated in this notice shall be 
obtained upon stock bearing an Interest of six per 
cent, per annum, under the authority of the said 
act, the parties to the said loan of two millions 
shall have a right to advance the same upon the 
terms and conditions of that loan. 

WM. H. CRAWFORD, 
Secretary of the trraewy. 

From the National Intelligencer of June 23. 

The loan for 1820.— The time for receiving pro- 
posals for the six per cent, loan of two millions ex- 
pired on Wednesday. The offer of the bank of the 
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United States was two per cent, premium upon the principal of our debt is redeemable, except some 
whole loan, being the most favorable, has been ac-. fragments of the “deferred stock,” the surplus in 


cepted. The whole amount which was o fie red 
above par, was nearly six millions. The premium 
on this loan would, doubtless, have been much 
greater, but for the uncertainty as to the term ofj 

» »■ • a. i • j Li* _ a. ii. _ _ i 


these years will average about g4, 700, 000 a year. 
We see that this surplus in 1821 is already given 
up for the ttse of the year, though the committee 
“deprecate a recurrence” to an invasion of the 


its duration, it being redeemable at the pleasure* sinking fund; so that, if thereafter the fund remains 


of the government. 

fljr 'From h Philadelphia paper of June 24. 

The city loan of 30,000 dollars, at six per cent 
interest, was taken up on Thursday last, at a pre- 
mium of 5 to 6 per cent. 

Prices of U. S. six per cent slocks — June 23. 

At N**w York war loan*, 6 percents* 103 1*3 105 1*3 dlv. sfl. 

Philadelphia (to. do. 100 100 3-4 

Baltimore do* do* 109 100 1*3 

It is not said whether, in the prices quoted at 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, the dividend was “off ” 
or “on,” bi * we presume the latter: yet, as the inte- 
rest is payable quarterly, that which had accrued 
must have been less than 150 cents on g 100 —the fair 
price then of the lowest rates given was at least 4$ 
per cent, above par, the dividend off. 

The difference of ratea arises from the various 
periods at which the different issues of 6 per cent, 
stocks are reimbursable: thus, the stocks of 1812 
are payable in 1825; those of 1813, in lc26; those of] 
1814, in 1817; those of 1815, in 1828. Such as are 
payable at the most distant periods are preferred; 
but in Baltimore, however, the difference in the 
price of the several stocks was only one half of one 
per cent, and in Philadelphia, the seat of the bank 
of the United States, no more than three fourths of 
one per cent, or, in other words, the least desirable 
of the 6 per cent war loans was more than 4£ per 
cent. aboreTpar, exclusive of dividend. Yet the 
two million loan was sold at Philadelphia for two 
per cent . above par — but, as the “ National JntelU 
gencer* 1 observes, it is probable that the premium 
on this loan “would have been much greater, but 
for the uncertainty of the term of its duration, it 
being redeemable at the pleasure of the govern 
nient.” The difference, nevertheless, between 5 
per cent, premium, the amount received, and 4$, 
which was the current advance of the 6 per cent, 
stocks, is fifty thousand dollars — and this, we think, 
might have been saved with a little more frankness 
and precision, as there never was a time in the 
United States when so much money was seeking a 
Safe investment. 

Those who are curious in these things will do 
well to refer to the report of the committee of ways 
and means, asking for a loan, inserted in page9 141, 
142 and 143 of the present volume; to which never- 
theless, some of that committee objected— for Mr. 
Trimble, whose speech we have before us, very se- 
verely attacked that report, and shewed, wc think, 
that it contained many important errors and falla- 
cious calculations, which it may be our duty hereaf- 
ter to compare with facts. The report, however, ( 
maintains the idea that, after using all the surplus of j 
the sinking fund (£2,288,497) a loan of two millions 
would be sufficient to meet the current expenses of | 
the year 1820; but congress thought differently, 
and passed a law to authorise the borrowing of] 
three millions. For 1821, after too much calcula- 
tion, and again appropriating the surplus of the 
sinking fund in that year, the report shews a small 
balance of estimated receipts over estimated expen- 
ditures; yet it seems as if almost universally agreed 
that we must also borrow money in the said y^ar. 
The suin of 10,000,000 is solemnly pledged every 


untouched, the aggregate surplusses for the years 
*22 *23 and *24 may amount to 14,100,000; but in 
1825, the sum of £18,870,405 of the principal of 
the debt is redeemable, and in 1826, 22,357,368; 
making together g41 # 227, 773 

Deduct the surplusses of 1822, 

*23, and 24 14*100,000 

Deduct whole amount oftl\e 
sinking fund for the years 
1825 and 1826, over the 
amount to be paid for in/e- 
rest — abput 11,500,000 

25,600,000 

Deficiency 15,627,773 

And the loan of two millions just now contract- 
ed for, and others that may be authorized, must ei- 
ther be really added to the deficiency, or thrown 
back to a more remote period of payment; so that 
wc cannot expect to pay our debts without making 
new ones — without “robbing Peter to pay Paul.” 

To revert to the two million loan. The commit- 
tee, in offering the bill to authorize it (see page 
142) said— “they had only to choose between a 
loan of a temporary character or one o X longer dura- 
tion. They have preferred the l vTTtit, 'because it 
carries the ime beyond that in -u?hich other debts arc 
payable \ and because it is believed that the loan 
will thereby be obtained on decidedly better terms 
titan on one of a shorter duration.” We arc sorry 
to admit that there is no definite idea expressed 
here — the real meaning is uncertain, as is too much 
the case in official papers in many countries, and 
which so often have bafiled and offended the reason 
of plain unsophisticated republicans, opposed to that 
sort of policy which deems it expedient to aay 
something which may mean any thing or nothing} 
like certai n editorial paragraphs that at times ap- 
pear in kome of our newspapers. The idea is ge-. 
ncrally held out that this loan may soon be retired; 
yet considerable duration is recommended, that it 
may be obtained on more favorable terms! Might 
not the committee, who have calculated some things 
several years a*head, as well have calculated the 
period of this loan, leaving it still open to be re- 
deemed at pleasure by the United States? If tlicv 
had done so, it is very probable that the 50,000 dof- 
lars before mentioned would have been added to 
the available resources of the government. 

The whole circumstances of the case with the 
present prospects of our revenue and expenditure, 
forbid the idea that this loan w ill be speedily paidofF 
— though, by the “chapter of accidents,” a general 
war in Europe, or something else that will resusci- 
tate our commerce, it may be paid in 1822; and pos- 
sibly in that year without » reliance on foreign 
events, (to be re-borrowed however, and more, in 
1825,) if anything is done which, by reviving na- 
tional industry, buy enable the people to purchase 
taxed goods, and pay for their lands, &c. The pub- 
lic, however, is profoundly ignorant of the proba- 
ble period of this Ipan- hence the people knew not 


how to offer proposals for it; though the bank, from 
year for the payment of the principaPand interest of i its connection with the government, doubtless 
the public debt — this is called the “sinking fund;”: knew what calcinations to make and hasprofitted by 
But in the years 1 821, *22, *23, and as noae.oi tb< 1 thorn. I do not mean to hismuatt that ojpfciaimfoi* 
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mation was obtained;* but it cannot be supposed 
that the matter was not understood, so that a fat job 
will be made out of* it by th'e bank; and we should 
not be surprised to find the affair so managed, as 
that tikis stock will be in the market at 5 or 6 per 
cent, advance, provided the bank shall deem it ad- 
vantageous to speculate upon it, as it probably will 
do— to prepare tor the expected loan in 1821. 

What we find fault with is this — that the commit-* 
tee of ways and means, or the house of represen- 
tatives or the senate, the secretary of the treasury, 
or the president of the United States— or alt to- 
gether, did not give the people to understand the 
probable period at which this loan would be re- 
deemed, that the nation might have saved some- 
thing in this time of its need; that the hateful thing 
of borrowing money in a time of profound peace, 
might have been somewhat softened by the advan- 
tageous terms on which it was negociated. Had 
this been the case, the bank would not have ob- 
tained the loan at two per cent . premium. The af- 
fair has too much the appearance of what was so 
much reprehended when the eight per cent . loan 
was taken up about twenty years ago, before “any 
Lody” knew of it f And, timeo Dunaoset dona /even * 
tes; literally, “I fear the Greeks, even when they 
offer presents,” referring to the introduction of the 
famous wooden horso- within the walls of Troy: 1 
fear a connection, by loans, between the United 
States and the bank. The bank of England is pretty 
much a master in England — the creature is greater 
than the creator, — and we have a notion that “like 
causes will produce like effects.” 

While on this subject, we may observe that the 
cofnmittee of ways and means have estimated, as 
a resource of government, a dividend by the bank, 
*• probably at G per cent, but certainly 4 per pent.” 
in 1820. ‘I'liis dividend should now have been de- 
clared, if to be declared for the service of this year, 
and have been payable after the 1st instant. This 
is the 2d day of July, and no notice of a dividend 
has been given. And though we, the people, are 
receiving nothing from the bank, we are paying to 
it the small sum of 350,000 dollars a year, on ac- 
count of our five per cent, stock, which composes 
a part of llte capital of that institution. This bank j 
has made only three dividends since its establish- 
ment — say, on the 1st July, 1817, and 1st January 
and 1st July, 1818; the two former at the rate of 
eight, aiul the latter at the rate of seven per cent, 
per annum- I.et ursee how our account will stand, 
pro and con . 

The bank of the United States commenced busi- 
ness in January, 1817, — and our share in the bank, 
the 7, 000, OOu in 5 per cent, stock, with the interest 
payable quarterly, began to bear interest on that 
day. 'Hie following will shew what we have paid 
and what we have received of the bank, on account 
of our part in it, up to the 1st instant, July, 1820. 

Hank, Dr. 

Jan. t, 1817, Capital •ntuo-ibed, 5 per cent itock, 7,000,000 
July 1 1, „ Intcrrti paid, iu t wo quarter- 
ly payment* 175,000 

tDirto, on tlicA*** quarterly 

lament, at 0 per cent. 1^312 50 
Jan. 1, 1818, I.»*ere*i paUI,iulu>e quarter- 
ly pay menu, 175,000 

* ;*l»e president of the bank was at the seat of 
government when it was announced in the “Intel- 

ligencer” that the loan was taken. 

jTliis shews the difference between quarterly 
:md semiannual payments of interest; and, a* the 
United States generally pay six. per cent, on their 
debts, the interest on the interest is fairly calculat- 
ed at that rate. 


Ditto, on the./Srjtquarter**, aa 
p above, 1,312 69 

July 1, „ Interest paid in too quarterly 

payments, 175,000 

Ditto, on the first quarter’s, as 
above 1,313 50 

Jan* 1, 1810, Interest paid in two quarterly 

payments 175,000 

Ditto, on the first quarter’s, as 
above, 1,313 50 

July 1, ,, Interest paid in two quarterly 

payments, 175,000 

Ditto, on the Jlrst quarter’s, as 
above, 1*312 50 

Jan. 1, 1820, lute rest paid in two quarterly 

payments, 175,000 

Ditto, on th e first quarter’s, as 
above, 1,313 50 

July 1* n Interest paid in two qbatterly 

payments, 175400 

Ditto, on the first quarter’s, as 
above, 1,313 50 

■ 1,234,187 59 

Capital stock and interest paid, 8,234,187 so 

Bank, Cr . 

July 1, 1817, By 1st dividend at 8 percent- 280,000 

Jan. 1, 1818. By 2d do. do. SSOJMO 

July 1, „ By 3d do. at 7 per eent. 345/100 

Capital stock, admitting it to be worth par, 7/NN>p0O 


DoHa. 7,K*pOO 

(£j*The difference is $ 429,187 50, being a posi- 
tive loss to the United States, on account of the 
mal-conduct of the bank, which we the people 
have really paid for “nothing at all,” except for the 
benefit of the speculators and gamblers in the 
stock; a sum which, allow ing that the bank will, in 
January next and thereafter, divide 6 per cent of 
profits, per annum, (and this is allowing a great 
deal), will consume all the profits which the United 
States will make on these seven millions of stock' 
for nearly seven years — the difference between the 
quarterly payments of interest and the semi-annual 
receipts of dividends being considered. And the 
operation wHl be, that for about one half of the 
whole period of its charter, the bank will not make 
one cent of profit to the United States, except in 
the bonus, for all the advantages afforded in its in- 
corporation ! But its expected profits were to be 
“*et apart” to make roads, canals and bridges !— - 
We repeat it, that it may be clearly understood, 
it will take serpen years of good management to brinff 
up the loss -which- the United States have already sus- 
tained by subscribing for stock in the bank of the 
United States. Such has been the progress of this 
“illegitimate” institution, in its pecuniary affairs — 
but well, perhaps, it is, that the original design of 
its makers were frustrated as they were. Yet on 
this account, it deserves no favor. It has no pos- 
sible right to any privilege, as to the lending of 
money, which is not common to the whole people 
the republic. 


Silver mine in Ohio— again. 

[The following article was mislaid, or it should 
have been inserted at least three weeks ago.] 

Zanesville, May 1 5th 1820. 

Mr. NUes — A correspondent from this place in a 
letter of the 27th March last, gave you some infor- 
mation relative to the operations of the mining 
company near this town, which though in fact ge- 
nerally true, was from its form and manner calcu- 
lated to cast a shade of reflection and discredit up- 
on the company, their intentions and prospects, by 
calling it a “mining speculation,” which i deem it 
but justice to correct, by offering to the public 
through the Kegistkh, a few more details on that 
subject. 1 would first, however, premise-that I am 
not a stockholder, nor in the most distant degree 
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concerned with the company, further than to wish 
them success in what I consider a laudable and 
spirited undertaking; which they have a perfect 
right to carry on without being subject tojthe scoffs 
and sneers of any person whatever. This company 
has, nevertheless, been slandered by different wri- 
ters who know little or nothing of the facts, and 
the circulation of those slanders have been exten- 
sive. Why they should be subject to imputations 
dishonorable in their nature, I know not, unless 
it arise from the natural propensity of many to en- 
vy their neighbors in prospects of gopd fortune, 
and the general disposition of mankind, from the 
many failures in searching after hidden treasure, to 
treat all such projects as chimerical. 

Should the present project prove unsuccessful, it 
will become a new era in the history of mining, and 
will prove the cheapest method of exploring the 
earth for ore at any considerable depth from the 
surface. To those unacquainted with the manner 
of boring for salt, it may here be useful to observe, 
that it is performed, with strong chissels well tem- 
pered, of two inches or upwards in breadth, screw- 
ed by their shank into a receiver, fitted and rivet- 
ted on the end of a straight ash pole of about twen- 
ty five feet in length. These poles are in like 
manner connected and screwed together as the 
hole deepens, to any given extent. The poles are 
supported in a proper direction and driven oh the 
rock by perpendicular strokes, sometimes by hand, 
aided by a spring pole to raise them, or raised by 
water or horse power, according to the ingenuity 
or convenience of the proprietor. Salt is likely 
to be procured in abundance throughout the west- 
ern country under this process, and hundreds of 
wells are now boring. The theory is, that.salt can 
be obtained at some given depth in any situation, 
where the saltwater will rise to the surface, aided 
by a tin or copper tube, inserted the depth of the 
well, to exclude the fresh water. Some have found 
good water which would not rise so as to be with- 
in reach. It seems necessary to have a head of 
fresh water in the vicinity to force up the salt wa- 
ter. A continuation of rock is also necessary to suc- 
cess; although when arrived at the salt region, a fis- 
sure of considerable extent is requisite to insure a 
sufficient supply of water. The general range of 
wells vary from 180 to 500 feet in depth, with ve- 
ry little difference in the quality of the water. — 
Prom the present prospect in this vicinity, salt will 
become as cheap as in the sea ports. This is an 
important fact, and affords a striking evidence of 
the enterprise of our citizens and natural advan- 
tages of the country. I recollect well to have pur- 
chased salt near the Ohio river in 1794 at eight 
dollars per bushel; at which time it would have 
been considered more absurd to suppose that we 
could obtain a plentiful supply at 75 cents per bush- 
cl, by penetrating 500 feet in solid rock, than that 
the present Muskingum mining company should ' 
obtain silver with advantage to themselves, by 
a similar process. But to return from this digres- 
sion— 

Mr. Samuel Chandler, eleven miles from this 
place, in boring for salt more than a year since, af- 
ter penetrating to the depth of 133 feet, struck a 
substance* much harder than the common rock, the 
particles of which proved more ponderous than the 
usual sediments and would not float in the water 
with which the augur hole is always filled. This 
obstructed the boring considerably, and the large 
size of the particles drawn out by the sediment 
pump (a simple machine with which the hole is 
cleansed daily), gave pse to considerable animad- 
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version among the workmen, many asserting that it 
silver or some other metal. Mr. Chandler, how ev- 
er, paid little attention to the matter, and observed 
they were digging for salt and not for silver. The 
subject having incidentally come under the notice 
of a gentleman of some skill in mineralogy during 
the last autumn, he went to the place, enquired into 
the particulars and procured some bits of the sup- 
posed ore, which was assayed by skilful hands and 
pronounced to contain a considerable portion of 
silver in a remarkably pure state. Many particles 
were afterwards collected out of the rubbish about 
the well, washed and a further experiment made, 
which was equally satisfactory. A company was 
then immediately formed, the shares eagerly taken 
by a few, and they obtained an act of incorporation. 
On the organization of the company, anew experi- 
ment was made by preparing a scraper with a 
strong spring to press it on the side of the hole, 
and attached to the poles used for boring, with 
which they brought up, mixed with the ordinary 
materials or rock, particles of metal similar to the 
shavings of pewter, in quantities sufficient to con- 
firm those best acquainted with the subject that 
the prospect wds good, and determined the direc- 
tors to commence sinking a shaft without further 
experiment. Agreeably to the original suggestion 
I of Mr. Chandler, it was ascertained by this last ex- 
periment that the extent of the metallic vein was 
about seven feet in thickness. Another circum- 
stance connected with this case is worthy of notice: 
A Mr. Sarchet, a foreigner by birth, holds a lease 
of a public salt section immediately adjoining, and 
has a salt well at a distance of about thirty rods 
eastward from Mr. Chandler's, and who struck the 
same mineral in boring his well many years since, 
but at a greater depth and thinner vein. In like 
manner it excited attention at the time, and an at- 
tempt was made to melt the substance* in a black- 
smith's fire, which proved abortive by the melting 
of the ladle. Mr Sarchet confidently believes the 
vein contains silver; and also applied to the legisla- 
ture for privilege to mine, but was refused. 

The writer has personal knowledge of most of the 
members of this company, some of whom are weal- 
thy, and many of them men whose public and pri- 
vate characters place them above the suspicion of 
dishonorable intentions or hoaxing projects. They 
have embarked in the business under a full under- 
standing of its merits. It is true, a few sales of 
shares have been made at high prices, but they 
were sold to the friends and connexions of the stock- 
holders, and there has never been an effort to sell 
out generally. In fact, not a single original stock- 
holder has sold out as I am informed, and but few 
have parted with any portion of their stock. The 
company are progressing daily in sinking a shaft of 
an oval form, 9 feet by 12 in diameter, at the rate 
of something less than a foot per day Their pre- 
sent depth is about fifty feet, thirty of which is 
earth and the residue freestone rock, and they have 
thus far met with no obstruction to their progress 
worth mentioning. The only difficulty to be an- 
ticipated is the probable influx of water as the shaft 
deepens They raise the stone by a windlass ope- 
rated on by horse power, and contemplate working 
a pump if required by oxen or horses on the plat- 
form of an inclined wheel which has become com- 
mon in this country. Steam power will eventual- 
ly be applied if requisite, ana no doubt need be 
entertained of the company prosecuting their pur- 
pose to a fair conclusion. Such are the facts in this, 
case, on which every reader may make his own 
comments, and$otne to as correct a conclusion, oa 
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tbe prospect of our silver mine as the president and 
directors themselves. 1 most heartily wish them 
success, and have no fears, even if they succeed be- 
yond their most sanguine expectations, that it will 
retard the industry or check the prosperity of our 
fruitful and happy country. 

AN OLD SUBSCRIBER. 


Appointments, 

fiy the president of the United States, confirmed by 
the senate, 

[The following appointments were made and 
confirmed during the latter pait of the last session 
of congress. A few of them have been heretofore 
noticed, from time to time; but it is thought best 
to publish them all now in regular succession, tliat 
we may be certain of haying omitted none.] 

• Wat. Int, 

John C. $. Harrison, of Indiana, to be receiver of 
public moneys for lands of the United State*, at 
Vincennes, in the state of Indiana. 

Willoughby Barton , of Georgia, to be register of 
the land office pf the United Stales, at Jackson 
court-house. 

William Armstead , of Virginia, to be collector 
and inspector of the revenue, for the district of 
Hampton. 

William Minor, Thomas Vowell, George Wise, and 
Christopher Jiealc, of the District of Columbia, to 
be justices of the peace for the county of Alexan- 
dria. 

William Clark, whose commission as governor in 
and over the Missouri territory, will expire on the 
21st instant, to be governor of said territory for 
three years next ensuing that date. 

Lewis Cass , whose commission as governor in 
and over the Michigan territory, will expire on the 
11th of February next, to be governor of said ter- 
ritory for three years next ensuing that date. 

William Barnett, of Alabama, to be receiver of 
public moneys for lands of the United States, at 
Jackson court house. 

Samuel A. Morse , of the District of Maine, to be 
collector of the customs and inspector of the reve- 
nue, for the district of Machias, in Maine. 

George Ferabee, of North Carolina, to be survey- 
or and inspector of the revenue for the port of Pas- 
quotank River Bridge, in that state. 

John Chew, of Maryland, to be collector and in- 
spector of the revenue for Havre de Grace, Mary- 
)and. 

Alexander Hunter, to be surveyor and inspector 
of the revenue for the port qf Savannah, in the state 
pf Georgia. 

John RainaU , of Copenhagen, to be consul qf the 
United States for the port of Copenhagen* 

Joshua Hodge, qf Massachusetts, to be consul of 
the United States for the port of Marseilles. 

Woodbridgc Odlin, of Pennsylvania, to be consul 
of the United States for the port of St Salvador, 
in Brazil. 

Joseph Abom, of Louisians, to be collector and 
inspector of the revenue for the district of Nova 
Iberia, in said state. 

John McNeil, jun. to be collector of the revenue 
for the ninth district in the state of Maryland. 

Emanuel Wambersie, to be consul at Rotterdam. 

Gerard D. Smith, of New-York, fo bp consul at 
La Rochelle. 

Beverly Daniel, whose commission as marshal of 
the North Carolina district will expire on the 26tli 


of April next, to be marshal of that district for four 
years next ensuing that date. 

James Prince, whose commission as marshal of 
the Massachusetts district will expire on the I6tla 
January, to be marshal of that district for four years 
next ensuing that date. 

Joseph t\ Wingate , of Massachusetts, to be col- 
lector of the customs and inspector of the revenue 
for the district of Bath, in said state. 

James Palmer , of North Carolina, to be surveyor 
of the port of Windsor, in said state. 

Matvey Strong, of New-York, to be consul at Glas- 
gow and Greenock. 

James Sterett , of New-Orleans, to be naval officer 
of the district of Mississippi, in Louisiana. 

Robert B, Belt, of Maryland, to be factor at fort 
Edwards. * 

Bernard Spalding, of Georgetown, John Boyce, 
John Crubb , and Gustavos Higdon, of the City of 
Washington, to be justices of the peace in and for 
the county of Washington, in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Walter M, Leake, to be marshal for the district 
of Mississippi. 

Christopher Ellery, of Rhode Island, to be collec- 
tor of the district of Newport, in said state. 

Barnabas Bates, of the state aforesaid, to be col- 
lector for the district of Bristol, in Khode Island. 

Henry Middleton, of South Carolina, to be envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to Rus- 
sia. 

George F. Strother, of Virginia, to be receiver of 
public moneys at St. Louis. 

George Bullitt, of Arkansas, to be register of the 
land office at Cape Girardeau. 

Tuns tall Quarles, of Kentucky, to be receiver of 
public moneys at the same place. 

Hartwell Botwell, of Kentucky, to be register of 
the land office for the district of Laurence, in tbe 
territory of Arkansas. 

John Trimble, of Kentucky, tq be receiver of pub- 
lic moneys at the same place. 

William Douglass Simms, of Alexandria, to be re- 
gister of the land office at Arkansas, in the territory 
qf Arkansas. 

Henry W. Conway, to be receiver of public mo- 
neys at the same place. 

Benjamin S. Pope, of Alabama, to be register of 
the land office at Huntsville, in the said territofy. 

Obediah Jones, of the said territory, tq be receiver 
of public moneys at the same place. 

Humphrey Peake, of Virginia, tp be collector of 
tfye district of Alexandria. 

John M. Canfield, of New-York, to be collector 
and inspector of the revenue fov the district of 
Sackett’s Harbor. 

Joseph Bryan, of New-York, to be consul at Per- 
nambuco, in Brazil. 

Thomas Ti'ask, of Surinam, to be consul at Suri- 
nam. 

John W. Parker, of Massachusetts, tq be consul 
at Amsterdam. 

William M. McLean, of Ohio, to be receiver of 
public moneys for the district of Piqua. 

Thomas B . Vanhome, of Ohio, to be register of the 
district of Piqua. 

Ambrose Whitlock, of Indiana, to be receiver of 
public moneys for the district of Terre Haut, in 
said state. 

Williamson Dunn, of Indiana, to be register of the 
said district. 

Lazarus Noble, of Indiana, to hq receiver of pub- 
lic moneys for the district of Brogkville, in said 
state* 
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Robert Hanna, jun. of Indiana, to be register of 
the said district. 

Charles M. Taylor , of Indiana, to be receiver of 
public moneys for the district of Jeffersonville, in 
said state. 

John Horsey, of Maryland, to be factor of the 
United States at Fort Confederation. 

John Taylor , of South Carolina, and John Floyd , ! 
of Georgia, to be commissioners to hold a treaty 
uith the Creek Indians, for the extinguishment of 
their title to all the lands claimed by them within 
the state of Georgia. 

Horton Howartl, of Ohio, to be receiver of public 
moneys for the district of Delaware. 

Platt Brush, of Ohio, to be register of the district 
of Delaware. 

Lawrence Talliaferro , of Virginia, to be Indian , 
agent at Peters, on the Upper Mississippi. 

Matthew Lyon , of Kentucky, to be United States* 
factor at Arkansas. 

JAtbum W. Boggs, of Missouri, to be assistant 
factor at fort Osage, on the Missouri. 

Lewis Cass % of Michigan territory, and Solomon 
: Sibley , of Michigan territory)* to be commissioners 
to bold treaties with the Indians of that territory, 
for the extinguishment of their title to lands within 
the same. 

Charles Tait , of Alabama, to be judge of the dis- 
trict of Alabama. 

Joseph Selden, of Virginia, to be judge of the dis- 
trict of Arkansas. 

David Files , of Alabama, to be marshal for the 
district of Alabama. 

William Crawford, of Alabama, to be district at- 
torney for the district of Alabama. 

John N. Moulder, of the city of Washington, and 
William $. Radcliffe, of the same place, to be jus- 
tices of the peace for Washington county, in the 
District of Columbia, 

George Gray , of Kentucky, to be Indian agent at 
Natchetoches. x 

Henry Conner, to be marshal for the district of 
Illinois. 

Thomas Coxe, to be register of the land office at 
Vandalia, for the district of Illinois. 

John Me Lean, to be receiver of public moneys for 
the district of Illinois. 

Dennis Prieur, to be receiver of public moneys in 
the eastern district of Louisiana. 

James Johnson, of Virginia, to be collector for the 
port of Norfolk, in Virginia. 

John Mullowney, of Pennsylvania, to be consul at 
Tangier, in the empire of Morocco. 

Joseph Dimbar, to be receiver of public moneys 
at the land office west of Pearl river. 

Leans Winston, to be register of the land office 
west of Pearl river. 

George Theodore Z*adico, of Port Mahon, in the 
island of Minorca, to be consul for Minorca and the 
Baleam Isles. 

John W. Hall, of Connecticut, to be consul to Ca- 
diz. 


Fourth Census of the United States.- 

We mentioned in our last that we had just re- 
ceived a copy of the instructions of the secretary of 
state, to the marshals of the several districts, rela- 
tive to the 4th enumeration of the people of the 
United States, &c. These instructions are drawn 
up with that clearness and precision for which Mr. 
Adams is so remarkable; and, if attended to, will 
accomplish all that was hoped for from the act of 


congress on this subject, if not add to the stock of 
information expected to be collected;* but, as ouly 
the persons engaged in taking the census are im- 
mediately interested by the details of these instruc- 
tions, we shall pass them over and shew the ob- 
jects to be enquired into, by making a brief ab- 
stract of the forms and papers attached thereto — 
which, we believe, will be quite sufficient to give 
an idea of the nature of the duties imposed on the 
marshals, and to explain what the people ought to 
do to assist them in their performance. 

I JVo. 1 — Is a proforma table, to shew the county, 
township, Stc.; names of the heads of families; f ee 

while males under 10 — from 10 to 16 between 16 

and 18; —of 16 and under .26— of 26 and under 45 — 
of 45 and upwards ,— females the same, except the 
column provided for the males between 16 and 18; 
foreigners not naturalized; persons engaged in agri- 
cultrtre^ncommerce, in manufactures;! slaves , male 
and female, under 14, from 14 to 26. from 26 to 45, 
of 45 years of age and upwards; free persons of co- 
lor, of the same rges as prescribed for enumerating 
the slaves; all other persons , except Indians, not 
taxed. 

No. 2, 3, A, are forms of affidavits, &c. for the 
faithful performance of the duties prescribed to and 
by the marshals and their deputies. 

No. 5, is a list of the interrogatories to be put to 
the heads of families, to ascertain the facts requir- 
ed in No. 1, with the addition of thflse queries — 
“Was there any person here without a settled place 
of residence, (and if so) what was his or her name*’* 
“Was there any person belonging to the family oc- 
casionally absent from it, Valid if so) of what sex, 
and of what age, color ana condition?” 

M. 6, is a list of the manufactures to be enquir- 
ed into, as follows : 

Ale; alum; anchors; ashes, pot and pearl; beef; 
beer; bells; belts, for soldiers; blacksmith’s work; 
blank books; boats; bottles; brass, in sheets; brass 
manufactures; brazing copper; bread, ship, pilot, 
crackers, 8cc.; bricks; bridles; brimstone; bristles; 
brushes; buckles; butler; buttons; cabinet ware; 
cables; calico prints; candles, wax, and tallow, and 
spermaceti; cancs; cannon; curds, playing; cards, 
wool and cotton; carpets; cartouch boxes; carts; 
cheese; chocolate, cider; clocks; clothing, ready 
made; coaches, chaises, and all sorts of carriages; 
coals; combs,* cooper’s work; copper bottoms, and 
other manufactures of copper; cordage, tarred and 
untarred; corks; cotton manufactures. 1 cotton yarn; 
crockery ware; cutlery; drugs; duck; dye-stuffs; 
earthenware; embroideries; engravings; essences; 
fancy cliairs; feathers; fire arms; fire engines; fire- 
wood; flax; floor cloths; flour; fringes; fruits, 
preserved; fur trimmings; gilt wares; glass ware; 
gloves, silk, cotton, and leather; glue; gold, silver, 
land plated ware; grindstones; gunpowder; hair 
cloths; hair powder; hams; hardware; harness; 
hats; hearth rugs; hemp; hempen goods; houses; 
ink; ink powder; inkstands; iron ware; iron, 
wrought and cast; japanned ware; jewelry; lace, 
gold and silver; lead manufactures; leaf, gold anJ 
silver; leather, tanned, tawed, and dressed; lime; 


•See the act, page 120, present vol. of the Rkcis- 
tie. We think that several useful enquiries might 
have been made which were not thought df, or ne- 
glected, by congress. 

f Among the persons engaged in manufactures, 
are to be included ull persons of the mechanical 
professions or handicrafts. 
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linens, and other manufactures of flax; looking' 
glasses; lumber, including scantling and shingles; 
malt; maps and charts; marble chimney pieces; 
mathematical instruments; mercery; mfllenery; 
mill machinery; morocco leather; muffs and tip- 
pets; musical instruments; muskets and bayonets; 
mustard; nails; needles; oil cloths; oils; painter's 
colors; paintings; paints; paper hangings; paper, 
writing printing, anH wrapping; parasols; parch- 
ment; pasteboard; paste work; pencils; perfume- 
ry, pewter ware; pickles; pins; pocket books; por- 
celain; pork; porter; potter's ware; printed books; 
printing presses; printing types; quills; raw silk; 
rerined sugar; rosin; rum; pens; saddles; sail cloth; 
Balt; saltpetre; satin; sculptured work; sealing 
>v;ix; st* gars; sewing silk; ships or vessels; shot; 
shoes, hoots, and other manufactures of leather; 
side arms; silks; silk shoes and slippers; skins; 
hlntes; snuff; soup; spinner's work; spirits; stained 
paper; starch, stationery; staves, steam engines; 
btccl manufactures; steel, on wrought; stockings, 
silk, cotton, thread, and worsted; stone cutting 
manufactures; stone ware; straw manufactures; sti- 
g,ir; tallow; tapestry; tar and pitch; thread; tiles; 
t.n ware; tobacco manufactures; toys; trunks; tur- 
ner's ware, in ivorv, bone and wood; turpentine; 
twine and pack thread; umbrellas; upholstery; 
varnish; vellum; vitriol; waggons; walking sticks; 
watches; wheelwright's work; whips; whiskey; 
window glass; Windsor chairs; wood; wooden ware, 
woollen manufactures. 

JV*. 7, is the queries to be addressed to persons 
concerned in manufacturing establishments, as fol- 
lows : 

• Name of the county, parish, township, town, or 
city, where the manufacturer exists, 
pi. The kind? 

_ . • i 1 2. The quantity annually consum- 

Rawmatenals J ed?^ 

employed, j g qq, e cogt annua ] C on?ump k 

L fion ? 

Number of f4. Men? 
persons em- < 5. Women ? 
ployed. £6. Boys and girls? 

p7. Whole quantity and kind of raa, 
i J chinery ? 

^lacni T ^‘ \ 8. Quantity of machinery in opera- 

tion * 

r 9. Amount of capital invested ? 

[ 1 Q. Amount paid annually for wa- 

$xpenditures< ges ? 

| 11. Amount of contingent expen- 

L scs? 

^12. The nature and pames of arti- 
cles manufactured ? 

13. Market value of the articles 
which are annually manufac- 
. . . tured ? 

^ro ucuon. ^ General remarks concerning 

the establishment, as to its ac- 
tual and past condition, the 
demand for, and sale of, itsma- 
w nufaetnres 

Answers to the above questions — [No. 1.] 
jVb. 8, is a pro forma statement of the amount of 
persons within the respective districts. I 

Ao 9, Is a like statement relative to the aggre- 
gate of manufactures, he . to be derived from the 
answers to the preceding queries. 

JVo. 10, is to 9hew the amount of compensation 
^ue the marshals respectively, for the duties per- 
formed in taking the census, and account of rnaria- 
fintures. ' ‘ i 
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Paul Jones. 

r aOM THE FEW YORK COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER. 

It is a matter of some surprize, in this age of 
book making, that the world has never been pre- 
sented' with an accurate and authentic account of 
the life and exploits of this eccentric and chival- 
rous officer. In the days of our boyhood, we re- 
collect to have read a little six-penny account of' 
his adventures^ar.d many a time and oft, have we 
listened with wonder and admiration to tales of the 
superior prowess and desperate courage displayed 
by him while scouring the coasts of England and 
Scotland, with his little armament, during the Ame- 
rican revolution. But we have never been able 
to learn more of his real life and character, than 
what is to be gleaned from tradition, or from the 
pages of American history, where we believe bin 
name occasionally appeal's. 

An opportunity is now presented to the Ameri- 
can public, to avail themselves of a full, authentic, 
and probably excellent, histqryofthe life and trans- 1 
actions of this brave and extraordinary man. At 
the last meeting of the New York Historical Society,' 
the following extract of a letter from a lady, (a 
niece of the hero of whom we are speaking,) dated 
Edinburgh, March 29, 1820, to her correspondent 
in this city, was communicated by Mr. Pintard: — 

“I have still another favor to beg of you. H ha» 
long been to me a matter of wonder, that America 
has never shewn any disposition to give to the 
world the history of those brave men who were the 
first assertore of her rights, and to whom she owes 
that independence, her sons seem so much dis- 
posed to be proud of. I have in my possession 
a number of important papers, that belonged to 
my late uncle, the chevalier Paul Jokes. They 
consist of his correspondence with Washington, 
Jefferson, l)r Franklin, Adams, the duke dc la 
Rochfoucault, I.a Fayette, and, in fact, with all the 
eminent characters connected with the American 
revolution. I have either the originals, or else au- 
thentic copies, extracted from the records of con- 
gress. These, with a memoir of his life, and an ac- 
count of his campaign in Russia, will make three 
large octavo volumes. 1 have been advised to pub- 
lish them in England, and would have done 90 , 
had money been my object: But they contain some 
bitter reflections against the British government, 
which, in that case, it would have been thought ne- 
cessary to suppress, and of which I apprehend the 
suppression would have essentially injured the 
work; — my principal motive for givingthem to the 
world, being to exhibit my uncle’s character in a 
just point of view. The favor I have to ask of you, 
is, to let me know if there is any bookseller in New 
York, who would undertake to publish them, and 
what T may expect for them. There is one thing, 
however, mt/if be inrieteri vpen % which is, tlmt they 
are not to be garbled, but are to be given to the 
world juft a* they are, without either adding or <A‘- 
nrinieking. You will perhaps think me very unrea- 
sonable to expect you to inform me, what I am to 
get for a Work which you have not to show to the 
publisher. Hut understand me right. I do not ex- 
pect that you will be able to name a certain tun*: 
hut only that you may perhaps, sifter enquiry, have 
it in your power to give me a hint of what it is pro- 
bable T might receive. If you will have the good- 
ness to assist roe in this affair, the papers shall be 
sent to you, addressedas you shall air^ct, and to be 
disposed of as you think best; with only thit' tme 
pmvieion — that they mu*t be pnOlithedae they are.** 
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The letter was referred to a committee consist- 
ing of Messrs. W. L. Stone, J. Pintard* and Dr. J. 
W. Francis, to ascertain, if possible, whether it 
would be practicable to publish the memoirs of the 
chevalier Paul Jones in this country, and to report 
the result. 

We are sensible that the present is a period of 
general pecuniary emba; rassment throughout the 
country; and we are sensible also, that the country 
has been so overrun with subscriptions, that many 
can hardly endure even the tight of a new propo- 
sal. But it does appear to us, notwithstanding 
these obstacles, that an enterprising bookseller 
might undertake the publication of this work, not 
only with perfect safety, but witli a fair prospect of 
realizing a handsome profit. From what we have 
heard of the talents and character of the tair author 
of the foregoing letter, [who we presume to be the 
writer of the memoirs,] we have no doubt the work 
will be found highly interesting and valuable. The 
documents it will contain, must, of themselves, pos- 
sess great interest, as containing many curious facts 
which have probably never been developed, and 
•Iso the views and feelings of their distinguished 
authors, during those days of peril and alarm. 

It may well be said of Paul* Jones, that he was 
the father of our naval glory. And who is there, 
that does not desire to become familiar with the 
life of the first American commander, who dared to 
grapple ship to ship with Albion — who, in fact, en- 
tered the Thames, and assailed the lion in his den ? 
We should suppose that all the officers of our navy, 
•nd in fact all the principal characters in the Unit- 
ed States, wop kl eagerly patronize a work like tfie 
•ne proposed. 


' A cure for hard times. 

Extract from the charge of Judge Ross, to the grand 
jury of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen of the grand jury.— I shall take the 
liberty of saying a few words on a subject which 
may not seem to come properly under my notice 
at this time. But, it is so general a topic of con- 
versation, and has been so frequently handled in 
the newspapers, and in pamphlets, that 1 think it 
will not be amiss to introduce it in this place. The 
subject to which I allude, is, the hard timet. You 
are here, gentlemen, from the remote parts of 
your county, and you have doubtless heard a va- 
riety of causes assigned for these hard times. Our 
legislature have had the subject under considera- 
tion — they have talked of a loan office, of stop laws, 
of a law for great internal improvements; and a 
great variety of projects have been agitated by 
them; all to obviate those hard times. But their 
projects are all visionary; none of them calculated 
to do the smallest good to the community. Con- 
gress, too, have been engaged on this subject; they 
have thought that some great change in the tariff, 
or some important measure fur the encouragement 
of domestic manufactures, would help us out of the 
difficulty. But all this is perfectly idle. These pro- 
jects don’t strike at the root of the matter. I may be 
singular in my views, gentlemen, but, really, I have 
thought so much on the subject, that I can’t avoid 
expressing my sentiments, whatever you may think 
of them. I have no objections to great improve- 
ments— I am, by no means, unfriendly to our own 
manufactures; but then, l think that, in order to 
cure the evil, we must all act individually. Let the 
work of reformation .begin at home, and 1 confi- 
dently believe we shall soon get rid of the hard 
times, that are so much complained of. To be call- 


ing out for legislative aid, while we ourselves are 
idle, is acting Tike the man in the fable, who, when 
his waggon wheel was fast in the ditch, cried for 
Hercules to help him, instead of putting his own 
shoulder to the wheel. We must help ourselves, 
gentlemen, and if that will not answer, why then 
we may call for Hercules to assist us. 

We are too fond of showing out in our families; 
and in this way our expenses far exceed our in- 
comes. Our daughters must be dressed off in their 
silks and crapes, instead of their iinsey woolsev.* 
Our young folks are too proud to be seen in a 
coarse dress, and their extravagance is bringing 
ruin on our families. When ypu can induce your 
sons to prefer young women for their real worth, 
rather than for their show; when you can get them 
to choose a wife who can make a good loaf of bread, 
and a good pound of butter, in preference to a girl 
who does nothing but dance about in her silks 
and her laces, then, gentlemen, you may expect to 
see a change for the better. We must get back 
to the good old simplicity of former times, if we 
expect to see more prosperous days. The time 
was, even since memory, when a simple note was 
good for any amount of money, but now, bonds and 
mortgages are thought almost no security; and this 
is owing to the want of confidence. 

And what has caused this want of confidence’ 
Why, it is occasioned by the extravagant manner of 
living; by your families going in debt beyond your 
ability to pay. Examine this matter, gentlemen, 
and you will find this to be the real cause. I'cach 
your sons to be too proud to ride a hackney which 
their father cannot pay for— Let them be above 
being seen sporting in a gig or a carriage which 
their father is in debt for. Let them have this sort 
of independent pride, and I venture to say, that you 
will soon perceive a reformation. But, until the 
change commences in this way in our families; until 
we begin the work ourselves, it is vain to expect 
better times. 

Now, gentlemen, if you think as I do on this sub- 
ject, there is a way of showing that you do think 
so, and but one way; — When you return to your 
homes, have independence enough to put these 
principles in practice; and I am sure you will not 
be disappointed. 


Progress of the Arts in France. 

Compiled for the Democratic Press, front M. Chap- 

tal’s comparison between the industry of France, 

in 1789 and 1819. 

In 1789, the French imported cotton good*, to the 
amoutof 26 millions of francs; in 1812, 1 million and 
a half. 

The cashmere tharolt, of M. Temaux, are fully 
equal to those of India. The Angola goats irftport- 
ed lately, promise new facilities to this manufacture . 

The manufactures of linen and of riUc, have been 
wonderfully improved of late years; and the ma- 
chinery of Mr Douglass invited into France, by M. 
Chaptal, has greatlyjcontributed to the perfection of 
all the manufactures depending on spinning and 
weaving. 

The establishments of the manufacture of chemi- 
cal articles , now excel the English, both in quality 
and price. 

The art of bleaching , both with, and without th* 
aid of oxymuriatic acid, has been carried to th 
highest perfection, not only on linen and cottot 
but on the pulp of paper. In this way, colours a* 
not only discharged; but paper is also colo ured nop, 
with the most beautiful tints, at a cheap rale. 


/ 
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Distillation has been brought to great perfection, 
by the improvements of Messrs Chnptal, Argand 
and Edward Adam. The first improved the form of 
the still, by diminishing its depth in proportion to 
its capacity; the Utter saved fuel by his mode of 
heating the wash, and condensing the spirit of vari- 
ous strengths by a single operation. 

During the revolution, the art of making vinegar 
for the table, for manufactures^ and for medicine, 
by distilling wood, and clarify ing the pyroligneous 
acid, has been so improved, as to supply great part 
of the consumption of this article at the best tables 
of Paris. 

The art of chemically purifying water, by the im- 
provement of filtres, not merely in the mechani- 
cal construction, but in the chemical additions that 
precipitate the impurities of water, have essentially 
contributed, of late years, to health and comfort. 

The art of extracting the finest and most nourish- 
ing of soups from the gelantine, contained in bones, 
were brought to great perfection by M. Cadet de 

Yaux, ,and the art of preserving meat , fruit , 

•vegetable* , and milk , perfectly good for years, by 
the process of M Apput, is also a present from 
philosophy to society. 

The expeditious mode of trnning, of M. de Se- 
guin, is indeed only cxpediei t upon urgent occa- 
sions; but tlie theory of tanning has wondevfully 
improved the practice of it, by applying to this art, 
the anatomy of the skin, and the chemical changes 
that take pUce in it during the operation of tan- 
ning. 

In France, for some years past, paper has been 
manufactured of any indefinite length. 

The memoir of M. Monge, on the process of felt- 
ing has greatly improved the hat manufacture. 

The metallurgy of France, now in all its branches, 
equals the English. 

In porcelain the French excel all others. 

The stone engraving of M. de Lestayrie, is daily 
improving, and promises to afford every scientific 
work requiring plates, at much lower prices than 
formerly. 


Tbe weather 72 years ago. 

tt would seem by the following extracts from the 
diary of one of the most respectable and observing 
men of his time, who resided in Philadelphia, that 
our climate has frequently been variable and extra- 
ordinary. X. 

1748. 

11th month, 1st. Extremely cold. 

6th. Do. do. snowed all day. 

9th. A very cold day; found the river 
fast this morning. 

Jlst. There was last night a most vio- 
lent storm of wind and rain— 
1 was surprised when 1 saw the 
river, to find it almost clear of 
ice, and boats rowing to and 
fro: last evening 1 saw people 
walking over upon the ice. 

1749. 

{3d month, 7th. Very cool for the season. 

11th. A warm day. 

12th. Very hot weather. 

, 13th. Extremely hot. 

1 14th. Very hot. 

j 15th. Weather cooler. 

16th. Pleasant weather. 

17tb. Pleasant weather. Green pea s were 
j plenty at market to day , though at 

r * four shilling* per peck. — Nat. Gas. 


Extract from the number of the RtBnburgh Review, for 
' January , 1820. 

The first great war measure, by which we were 
to be protected from the evils of the war ex- 
penditure, was the new settling of the sinking fund 
in the year 1793: and when we say, that the whole 
plan, from the beginning to the end, has proved a 
mere deception, we mean to impute no improper 
motives to its authors, but only to slate the fact as 
it ought to be stated — and as it may be shown in a 
single seritence that it must be stated in order to 
express the truth: for it is a fact equally decisive 
and notorious that this sinking fund has been form- 
ed ever since the year 1773, wholly out of the loan* 
which have been annually borrowed. The only 
service it has performed, has been that of enabling 
ministers te make loans with greater facility, and 
to persuade the public to bear taxation with more 
good humor, while it has encouraged a most pro- 
fuse expenditure, and actually cost the public, for 
the expenses of the commissioners and office, the 
sum of 187,000/” 

“Now let us see what have been the prices since 
1797, of the same commodities. 

“The prices of the last 22 years have exceeded 
those of the preceding 161 years by about 100 per 
cent. 

“The taxes are now greater than they were in 
1791, by 32,952,674/. or something more than two- 
thirds. 

“It appesrs, that the annual charge for the fund- 
ed apd unfunded debt is greater now, than it was in 
1790, by 36,362, 862/. and that the peace establish- 
ment for the army, navy, ordnance, and miscella- 
neous services for 1819, exceeds that for 1790 by 
13, 991, 261/. Thirdly, and lastly, as to the public 
debt, it will be found by reference to official docu- 
ments, that in the year 1792, tlie whole debt was 
2^8,231,218/. and that it amounted, excluding Ire- 
land, to 700,000,000/. at the beginning of last year. 

“The following may be considered as an accurate 
exposition of the actual state of our income and ex- 
penditure at the commencement of 1819. The to- 
tal income of the United Kingdom for this year, ta- 
king the produce of the taxes as in 1818, would 
be 54,061,937/. which sum, set against the expen- 
diture of 67,759,882/. makes the deficiency of the 
income 13,725,945/ for the year 1819.” 

“The grand result of all our finance plans is short- 
ly this — first, that instead of being relieved by the 
peace from taxation, by the repeal of all war taxes, 
custom-war duties have been made permanent to 
the amount of 2,769,000/. Excise war duties have 
been continued to 1821, to the amount of 3,500,000/. 
ami they also must be made permanent, to accom- 
plish the object of these resolutions: while, in addi- 
tion. to these war taxes so continued, new taxes 
have been imposed, estimated to pay into the ex- 
chequer the net sum of 3,190,000/. Secondly, that 
instead of an efficient sinking fund of 23,195,900/. 
to reduce the national debt, we have one, on paper, 
of 5,000,000 /. but according to the probable produc- 
tion of the revenue, one which will fall very far 
short of this sura.” 

“The total expenditure upon the public depart- 
ments that are employed to manage and audit the 
public money, after it has come into the exchequer, 
appears to amount to 1,100,000/. a year.” 

After having witnessed the facility with which 
the public was led to approve of the application of 
the sinking fund to the current expenses of the 
state, we should not be at all surprised to find the 
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reduction of the dividends become a topic of ge- 
neral speculation, and even a favorite project of fi- 
nance.” . , , 

«Th& gross revenue, after deducting drawbacks 
and allowances, was 58,000,000/. The expenses of 
collecting was, and still is, something more than 7 
percent.” 

“In Great Britain, the taxes amount to about 3/. 

10*. a head.” 

“The first wa* that occurs will find the country 
with a capital depressed by the taxes which direct- 
Jy obstruct industry: with a revenue scarcely able 
to pay the dividends on its debt; and with its debt, 
.not only undiminished, but in all probability aug- 
mented.” 

“Insurrections of the most sanguinary and fero- 
cious nature would be the immediate consequence 
of any very sudden change in the system of the poor 
laws;* not partial, like those that proceed from an im- 
peded or decaying state of manufactures, but as uni - 
versal as the poor laws themselves, and as ferocious 
as insurrections always are which are led on by 
hunger and despair. Let no man hope to get rid 
of these laws, even in the gentlest and wisest me- 
thod, without a great deal of miser)*, and some risk 
of tumult.” 

In all cases the nutritive quality of the food is 
Injured by the artificial ingredients inter-mixed 
with it; and when these ingredients, as frequently 
happens, are of a poisonous ‘quality, they endan- 
ger the health and even the life of all to whom 
they are vended.” 

“Among the number of substances used in do- 
mestic economy, which are now very generally 
found sophisticated, may be distinguished-tea, 
coffee, bread, beer, wine, spirtuous liquors, salad 
oil, pepper, vinegar, mustard, cream and other ar- 
ticles of subsistence. — Indeed, it would be difficult 
to mention a single article of food which is not to 
be met with in an adulterated state; and there 
are some substances which are scarcely ever to be 
procured genuine. 

“Those, by whom the offence of adulterating 
articles of provision is committed, are generally 
creditable and wealthy individuals.” 

“After a lapse of five or six years, it cannot truly 
be affirmed that any considerable improvement has 
taken place in any branch of industry. At this 
moment they are all nearly as much depressed as 
ever. Pauperism, instead of being diminished, is 
rapidly increasing, nor without some very decided 
change in our domestic policy, is there the least 
reason to expect any material improvement in the 
/condition of the great body of the people.” 

“According to the late reports of the committees 
of the house of commons on the poor laws the ave- 
rage expenditure of 1813, 1814, and 1815, amount- 
ed to no less than, 8,164,496/— a sum which the 
committee states must since have been very great- 
ly increased; and which we believe, would now be 
underrated at tew millions.” 

“The conditions of the great bulk of the people— 
of all who must depend on the wages of labor for 
support— is at this moment decidedly worse than 
at anv former period.” 

“It appears, from accounts printed by order of 
the house of commons, that the gross produce of 
the revenue of Great Britain, for thg twenty years 
commencing 5th January, 1797, and ending 5th 
Jan. 1817, amounted to the alm<*t incredible sum 
pf 1,290,^82,529/. But, besidesfthe enormous le- 


vies thus compulsorily wrung (rom the necessities 
of the poor, and the overburthened revenue of the 
rich, an additional sum of about 450 millions of real 
capital wa;> borrowed b . government, and added to 
our funded and floating debts.” 

The sum of thirty two millions — a sum greater 
than the entire rental of all the land in the empire 
- is annually drawn from the pockets of the in- 
dustrious classes, to support that numerous class of 
persons, whose capitals having been lent to the 
state, and are, in consequence, destitute of any 
other means of subsistence.” 

“A British workman might if he were permitted 
to buy his food in the cheapest market, purchase a 
quarter of wheat for 45#. or at most 50#. but the 
prohibition against importation, by raising its price 
to 80#. has precisely the same effect, as if he were 
to pay a direct tax of 30#. or 35# on every quarter 
he consumes; and averaging the consumption of 
each individual at three-fourths of a quarter of 
wheat, it is really equivalent to a capitation tax of 
22#. 6d. or to more than three times the sum paid by 
the people of Holland, as a composition for the tax 
on bread.” 

“But on the hypothesis that the present income 
of the united kingdom is equal to 350 millions, it 
is plain that very little less Ilian one-tliird of the 
entire revenue of the industrious classes is swal- 
lowed up by taxation, and by the bounty to the 
growers of corn; or, which is the same thing, eve- 
ry poor man is obliged to labor two days out of the 
six, not for the benefit of himself or his master, but 
in order to satisfy the demands of the treasur)*; and 
this in addition to one third of the profits of all fixed 
capita], such as land, machinery, &c. and of profes- 
sional incomes devoted to the same purpose! Sure- 
ly it is unnecessary to seek elsewhere for an ex- 
planation of the difficulties in which we are involv- 
ed. 

“It is this inordinate extension of the public bur- 
dens which has cast down respectable tradesmen, 
farmers and manufacturers, from a state of afflu- 
ence and independence, to one of embarrassment, 4 
poverty, and misery— which has rendered it next 
to imposible for a young, healthy, able-bodied la- 
bourer to suport himself by his unaided exertions/* 

‘^Palliatives may delay, but it is not in the nature 
of things that they should be able to avert the final 
triumph of pauperism. Nothing but a very great 
reduction of the demands made by government, 
and the total repeal of the worst of all possible 
taxes — the tax on corn, can save the country from 
{he abyss of poverty and misery to which, if it has 
i>ot already arrived, it is fast hastening.” 

“The average price of corn in Britain, is more 
than three tinrfs its average price in Kentucky; 
but a Kentucky farmer, with a capital of 1000 1 
would, notwithstanding, derive from it at least as 
much profit as he could derive from the capital of 
3000/, or 4000/. employed in farming in this coun- 
try. 

“The military peace establishment of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland in 1792, was fixed at 27,000 regu- 
lar troops; and the whole aggregate force employ- 
ed at home and in the colonies, amounted only to 
44,000, and the expense to about two millions. — 
Now, however, exclusive of a yeomanry force of 
between 60,000 and 70,000, which had no existence 
previous to the late war, we maintain 60,000 regu- 
lar troops in England and Ireland only; and the en- 
tire expenses of the mititary department is at lca3t 
equal to seven million*! 
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Foreign Articles. 

GBEAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

Some of the British papers think that the execu- 
tion or banishmentof “twenty, two hundred, or two 
thousand persons, 0 will only act upon the present 
state of things in England as "a casual blood let. 
ting,” and be wholly ineffectual. It is said— 
^Threaten a starving manufacturer of England 
with jails and executions, and he will tell you **his 
rase cannot be worse** Talk to him of altars and 
lire-sides, and he will point to his cheerless hearth 
and emaciated family. \nd speak to him of banish- 
ment, and he will reply, “it has no terrors for me.” 

t he Irish papers are filled with accounts of the 
commission of the most shocking crimes, and the 
infliction of the most degrlding and sanguinary 
punishments. 

A motion has been made and carried in the 
house of lords, to obtain a list of the salaries and 
pensions granted to foreign ministers within the 
last ten years. A great many petitions haVe been 
presented from agriculturalists praying for relief, 
find the further extension of the corn law, as to the 
minimum price at which foreign grain may be in- 
troduced: yet there is some conversation about re- 
pealing some of th£ restrictions on commerce, and 
of throwing the British market open to a fair com- 
petition; — but nothing more will be done than to 
talk about it. The revenue is so much built upon 
prohibition and restriction, that they cannot be 
materially affected without a severe operation on 
the resources of the government. Mr. Brougham 
moved in the house of commons, that the droits of 
the admiralty should be placed at the disposal ot 
parliament— these are vast sums at the command of 
the king or his ministers. The motion was reject- 
ed— 155 for, and 273 against it. When the civil 
list was under discussion, lord John Bussell propos- 
ed to abolish the offices of groom of the stool, waster 
af the hawk*, be , but he was voted down by a ma- 
jority of 89. The king i9 to be ci^wned on the 
1-st of August. Another affair has taken place at 
Oldham, between the people and the military, in 
which five of the former were wounded. Sundry 
persons, who were taken up as implicated in the 
late conspiracy, have been released without bail, 
or other punishment, except what they had suffer- 
ed from imprisonment. 

It is stated in a London opposition paper, that 
the expenses of the coronation of George the IVth 
will exceed 800,000/ sterling. This is hardly po*. 
s ble — there must be a mistake in the figures, we 
apprehend — but the expense will be enormous. 

The poor rates of England now amount to nearly 
ten milHonx sterling per annum— or forty-four mil- 
lions of dollars! It is stated that near Coventry, these 
rates alone cause a tax of two guineas on an acre 
of land. Many farms in various parts of the king- 
dom are let upon the condition that the occupiers < 
shall pay the tythes, taxds and poor rates— and 
ethers cannot be taken even upon this condition ! 

FRANCE. 

It appears that two attempts have been made at 
Paris to blow up the house occupied by the duchess 
of Berri.by means of gun powder, prepared for the 
purpose, — to destroy that lady and the “hopes of 
France ” A person was arrested in the act of set- 
lii’g fire to his apparatus, and seveiral have been 
taken up as accomplices. The duke d’Angouleme 
has been publicly insulted — and it was thought that 
a secret attack had been designed on his palace. 
8erious symptoms of disloyalty had appeared at 
Lyons, and the troops refused to act against the 
people. 


I In the list of French prelates, eight are above 
| eighty years old, ten are between seventy and se- 
venty-nine; only three are under fifty.— The whole 
number of bishops is fifty; of whom but seven were 
created such before the year 1790. 

SPAIN. 

The meeting of the cortes was looked to with 
great anxiety, and very important proceedings arc 
expected. 

Col. Aguero, one of the four chiefs who united 
with Quiroga in raising the standard of the consti- 
tution at the Isle of Leon, lately visited Madrid on 
business. ^ He endeavored to enter quietly, but the 
people were warned of his arrival, and avast mul- 
titude collected and carried him in triumph to his 
lodgings. The next day, in spite of his remon- 
strances, they mounted him on a chariot, ornament- 
ed with palm branches and drawn by six white 
horses, and paraded him through the city, the vast 
assemblage chaunting a national hymn! Thus he. 
arrived at the palace, where he was suffered to de- 
scend to pay his respects to the king, to whom he 
apologized for the manner of his arrival; but the 
king said, 1 enjoin you to condescend to gratify the 
wishes of these brave people. After which his majes- 
ty ascended the balcony, accompanied by Arc* 
Agitero, and was received with exclamations, a 
thousand times repeated, ni—long live the king, long 
live the constitution! 

After this, he was replaced in the chariot, and it 
was conducted through the principal streets which 
were strewed with flowers, the houses being deco- 
rated with tapestry, be. as on the great festival days. 
He dined with the officers of the regiment of Doji 
Carlos, brother of the king, and in the evening at- 
tended the theatre — every where the subject of 
admiration, applause and respect. 

No disorder whatever was committed, though 
the tumultous joy of the people of Madrid seems tp 
have been unbounded. 

What reflections arise in the mind, when for a 
moment we contemplate these proceedings in honor 
of Aguero, on one hand — and recollect that a fc\r 
days since the same streets were paraded in the 
silence of death by the hell hounds of the accursed 
inquisition, on the other!- and mentally hear the 
hymn of liberty sung by 50,090 voices, that lately 
trembled in pronouncing the word, as connected 
with the emancipation of Spain! Thanks be to 
Gon, for this release of a gallant nation from civil 
and religious despotism! Holy truth is at length 
allowed a resting place in this late benighted land. 

The following is the letter written by Don Antonio 

Quiroga to col. Don Nicholas de Santiago, which 

has given such offence to the editor of the Bos- 
ton Gazette, as noticed in our last Register. 

San Fernando, 1*1 ApriL 

Citizen— Considering that there is no title more 
honorable than that of soldier, when the soldier 
combats for the defence of his country, I hope you 
will be so good as to inscribe my name as suck 
amongst the national militia of Cadiz. 

The appointment of general ip chief of the na- 
tional army, whose functions I perform at present, 
does not permit me to enter upon active service, 
which I would otherwise consider my duty; but 
I hope that the distinguished corps to which 1 be- 
long will always consider me as effective and under 
its colors. 

That God may preserve you many years, is the 
wish of your fellow citizen, QUIROGA. . 

(fj'The chiefs of the insurgents , and who, if 
thay had not succeeded, would assuredly havi 
been put to death as traitors, but on whom the. 
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king and the people of Spain are now conferring 
all possible honors, are — Antonio Quirogu, Philip 
Jlrco Aguero, Raphael Hugo, Demetrius O’ Daly, and 
j Lopez Banardos. 

The Spaniards, however, shew the difference 
between metun and tuum — their own revolution, is 
called “the holy insurrection of Spain,” — that of 
South America, “the criminal insurrection of Ame- 
rica.'* 

GERMANY. 

In the Freetown of Bremen, it has been forbidden 
to publish the constitution of the cortes, except in 
the Spanish language ! The falling of a leaf makes 
tyrants tremble. 

The elector of Hesse, whose dominions are of 
less extent than some of the pends or lakes in the 
United States, lately lost his wife — for princesses 
as well as gypsies, die and rot; — whereupon he is- 
sued the following decree for the regulation of the 
tender-hearted Hessians / It is a specimen of the 
superlative impudence of princes: “That from 
this day, under pain of my displeasure , and a severe 
punishment , all my subjects abstain, for the space of 
four weeks > from all amusements, dancing, theatres, 
and other public entertain men Is; music of all kinds 
is likewise forbidden, under similar penalties, with 
the exception of the organ in churches* My sub- 
jects, during this interval, are not permitted to ce- 
lebrate solemn nuptials , accompanied by festivities 
and music. Given under our signature, and signed 
with my seal, at Cassci, this lfth January, 1820. 

WILLIAM, ELECTOR.” 

Vienna can boast at present of 250 living authors. 
It contains 50 libraries, 27 presses for books; for 
the arts, miu/.c and maps, eighteen presses; a court 
and state press, and 10 lithograpnical establish- 
ments. 

There have arrived at Trieste the last year, 2186 
vessels, and 2t32 have sailed from that port. 

HUNGARY. 

The kingdom of Hungary, with the provinces 
belonging to it, contains at present 7,600,000 in- 
habitants; of which 5,715,000 are Catholics, 6018 
Greeks, 1,150,000 Protestants and 135,000 Jews. 

Y RUSSIA. 

The poor despot of Prussia has prohibited every 
allusion to Spain in the journals of his kingdom, and 
interdicted the circulation of English newspapers. 
To make a people good slaves, they must be kept 
ignorant. 

DENMARK. 

It is said that, during the last eight years, not a 
single individual has been attacked by the small 
pox in the states of Denmark, all the inhabitants 
having been vaccinated by order of the king. — 
Prom this fact it is evident that the small pox, 
which has committed greater bavock than the 
plagues and wars, might be banished from the 
face of the earth. Vaccination itself would then 
become useless. 

RUSSIA. 

The new system of education (the Lancasterian) 
is making great progress in Russia. A great num- 
ber of schools on this plan have been established 
for the children of the soldiery* Even in Siberia, 
there is an establishment of the kind for training 
teachers who are sent thence into different parts 
of th6 empire. In the neighborhood of Odessa, in 
the south of Russia, there are schools for more 
than ten*thousand Russian troops. The Cossacks 
particularly, are said to make extraordinary pro- 
gress in reading and writing. 

The count Romanzew is fitting out, at bis own 
expense, new expeditions of discovery. One is 


destined to crosn from Asia to America upon the 
ice, to the north of the country of the Tschuktscha - 
ins; the other is ordered to ascend one of the ri- 
vers which have their mouths on the north-west 
coast, or Russian America, and to penetrate by the 
unknown region which lies between the frozen 
cape arid the river Mackenzie. * 

An accent of a voyage to Nova Zembla, by lieut- 
Lasarew, of the imperial navy, is about to be pub- 
lished. His vessel reached 73° 26* N. latitude. 
The sufferings of her crew were “indescribable.” 
The coast explored seemed to be covered with 
“eternal** ice and snow, and no sort of vegetation 
appeared— nor was any living thing seen, though 
the polar bears may be supposed to have a home 
in this dreary climate. 

A letter from St Petersburg of the 22d of March, 
says that a new expedition for northern discoveries 
will be prepared during the approaching summer. 
The siiips will sail from the mouth of the Lena fos 
the Icy Sea, for the purpose of examining the coasta 
of Siberia, and the islands which were discovered 
in those regions some y ears since. As it has not 
yet been discovered whether these reputed islands 
do not form part of a continent, and have been 
hitherto visited only in winter, it will be very in- 
teresting to ascertain at what point the ice permits 
an approach to them during the summer, and t* 
determine their extent. 

The Circassian and several tribes on the Cauca- 
sus, have received from the Bible Society of War- 
saw, Bibles in their language; but unhappily they 
now make them into cartridges. 

The minister of “public worship and instruction,” 
has published a report, exhibiting charges against 
the Jesuits, and recommending their immediate 
expulsion from the empire. The emperor has ap- 
proved of the report, and ordered that it shall be 
carried into immediate effect. The officers charged 
to execute the order, are directed to pay every re- 
spect to the aged and infirm Jesuits. 

London, April 19. There are no truths in Paris 
oh dits, that the emperor of Russia is forming an 
army on the Turkish frontier, any more than that 
he is forming one on the Rhine, or in the moon. 
The policy of this monarch is radically pacific. It 
is very true that he keeps on foot a large army,* 
but in times of peace a great part of the men are 
absent on long furloughs, and are pccupied in h*?- 
bandry and many handicraft arts. 

GREECE. 

All Greece applauds the zeal and patriotism of 
the inhabitants of Scio. This place is regarded by 
all the islands of the Archipelago, as the new 
Athens- The great college at Chios is the general 
assembling place of the studious youth of all Greece. 
The number of pupils at this college amounted in 
the course of the last year, to seven hundred. At 
the end of the present year it will exceed a thou- 
sand. Among other distinguished professors, is 
Mr. Bombas, who has been for seme time in Paris 
and visited colleges there. He intends publishing 
a work upon the elements of chemistry, in the mo- 
dern Greek language. There has been a printing 
press in Scio for some time. Tlje most important 

•The following was its force on the 1st January, 


1820. 

Infantry .... 613,722 

Cavalry .... 118,141 

Artillery .... 27,632 

Garrison battalions . . 77,000 

Total 836,595 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



NILES’ REGISTER— JULY 1, 1 8ft 0- -CHRONICLE 


S£6 


event in the annals of modem Greece, is the estab- 
lishment of a public library, which already contains 
30,000 volumes. 

A EOTPT*. 

The last news from this country, of inexhaustible 
curiosity, c ontains information respecting the la- 
bors of that magnificent undertaking, the grand 
canal of Alexandria. Already the primary effects 
of it have given an impulse to agriculture and in- 
dustry, such as might be expected from it. The cul- 
ture of cotton, of the sugar cane, and of the mulber- 
ry tree, is beginning to assume a degree of activity, 
as also the rearing of silk, worms; and some import- 
ant new manufactories are already at work, hold- 
ing out the promise of future commercial prosperity. 

TURRET. 

We have along detail of the insurrection at Alep- 
po, and its subsequent siege and capture by the 
troops ofjthe Porte, under several pachas. Tte 
heads of many of the chiefs of the insurgents have 
been sent to Constantinople, which were exposed 
over the gates of the seraglio. But tranquility does 
not appear to be fully restored— we only wonder 
that the grand Turk has so long been able to pre- 
serve the integrity of his dominions. 

HATTI. 

President Boyer Is inviting the free blacks of the 
United States to emigrate to Hayti, in preference 
to Africa, promising them protection and assistance. 
An address to the Haytians on this subject says — 
«Our past sufferings — our unexampled efforts to 
regain our primitive rights— our solemn oath to 
live free and independent — the happy situation of 
our island, which may be justly called the queen of 
the Antilles — the astonishing fertility of its soil, 
which makes it the garden of the western archi- 
pelago— -the progress of its inhabitants in civiliza- 
tion, and in some of the fine arts; our wise constitu- 
tion which insures a free country to Africans and 
their descendants; all lead us to believe that the 
band of Providence has destined Hayti for a land of 
promise, a sacred asylum, where our unfortunate 
brethren will, in the end, see their wounds healed 
by the balm of equality, and their tears wiped away 
by the protecting hand of liberty.” 

CAR ADA. 

Quebec , June 12. — Reported this year, from sea, 
to 10th June inclusive, 283 vessels, 74,473 tons — 
arrivals in 1819 up to the 1st July, 311 vessels, and 
75,564 tons. 

CHRONICLE. , 

Col. Trumbull has agreed with Mr. Durand, of 
New York, to engrave his celebrated picture of the 
"Declaration of Independence:” his other great 
painting of the "Surrender of Cornwallis,” is nearly 
completed. 

Counterfeit bills, of the bank of the United States, 
hitherto noticed and described, of the denomina- 
tions of 50 and 500 dollars, begin to reach our cities 
from the interior. They are all of the parent bank, 
and so well done, as to render it unsafe for almost 
any one to receive notes of that bank, of those de- 
nominations, unless assured of the responsibility of 
the person tendering the same. 

Counterfeit bills of the Mechanics’ bank of New 
York, of three dollars— are as "plenty as blackber- 
ries,” and so well executed as to be difficult of de- 
tection when carefully compared with the genuine 
notes! 

Union Bank of Maryland. Thomas Ellicott, esq. 
has beeh appointed president of this institution, 
vice Henry Payson, esq. resigned; and the latter 
was unanimously elected by the board a director 


to supply the vacancy caused by the election of Mr. 
EUicott to the presidency. The duties required of 
the president interfered with Mr. P’s private busi- 
ness, and caused his retirement from a situation 
which he has for several years filled with so much 
honor. We make this explanation, because, lately, 
when presidents and cashiers of banks have re##gn- 
ed, it was for the reason that they were about to 
be dismissed for mal-conduct. 

A lottery has heen authorized in Connecticut to 
raise the sum of 15,000 dollare for the bishop?* 
fund ! 

Privateering . The pilot boat Star, Preble, arrivw 
ed at Baltimore on Wednesday last from the capes, 
brought up thirteen Spaniards, who had been put 
on board by a patriot brig commanded by cap- 
tain Almeida. The men belonged to the Spanish 
barque St. Jago, from St. Jago de Cuba for Balti- 
more, which vessel had been captured in five fa- 
thoms water and taken off by the brig The St. Ja- 
go is said to have had on board £5000 for mer- 
chants in Baltimore, under charge of an American 
passenger. 

Outrage. The American schooner Mary, from 
Havana for Charleston, was boarded by a vessel 
under the flag of Artigas, and a passenger, the son 
of Mr. Coppinger, governor of St. Augustine, (be- 
ing recognized) he was carried off and detained — 
for a ransom, perhaps. 

Fires. Between thirty and forty houses, a great 
many of which were of wood, were destroyed by 
fire at New-York, on the morning pf the 22d ult. 
The lots of property is estimated at from 75 to 
100,000 dollars; of which 42,000 were insured. The 
firemen were active, but there was a **ant of water. 

One third part of the beautiful city of Troy, N. 
Y. was also consumed on the 20th ult. Some of 
the best houses and stores fell a prey to the flames. 
The amount of buildings burnt was about 120, and 
the loss estimated at nearly one million of dollars. 

Internal Improvements. In consequence of the 
facilities afforded by that part of the great canal 
which is completed, plaster of Paris, or gypsunv 
which abounds in the western parts of New-York, 
is now selling at Utica at from £1.50 to £2 per ton, 
and it is supposed that any part of that great trect 
of country lying on the Hudson, may be supplied 
with it at from 4 to 5 dollars! Onondago salt will 
be sold at Albany at from 31 to 37 cents per bathe); 
and a bushel of wheat, which formerly coat 44 
cents to transport it to that city, will bo brought 
there from the interior, for the small sum of five 
cents. In truth, this canal, when finished, will, seem- 
ingly, bring the most remote places,even the most 
distant points of the great lakes, into the neigh- 
borhood of the port of New-York. 

Misssouri expedition . The troops in camp at the 
Council Bluffs are said to have suffered exceeding- 
ly— of 7 or 800 men, 100 have died. 

Marriage promise. In Somerset co. New Jersey, 
a young lady lately received the sum of £1250, as 
damages for a breach of a promise of marriage. 

Affair of honor . Two silly persons in Virginia, 
neighbors and relatives, and until very recently in- 
timate friends, having differed about some trifling 
matter, agreed to test the reason of the thing by 
shooting at each other with muskets loaded widt 
buckshot — and, being good marksmen, they suc- 
ceeded in killing each other. One of them died on 
the spot, the other a few hours after the affair. 

Oil stones . A great bed of stones, resembfiqg 
the Turkey oil stones, and said to be superior even 
to them fbr sharpening edge-tools, has been disco- 
vered near Easton, Pen. 
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Com. Macdonough, being at Plattsburg recently, 
was invited to and partook of a public dinner there, 
judge Jonas Platt presiding. 

Henry Baldwin, esq. was complimented with a 
public dinner at Philadelphia last week, as an evi- 
dence of the sense of the people of his zeal and 
ability as an advocate of domestic manufactures. 
The company was numerous and very respectable. 
Some of the toasts drank were excellent. Among 
them were these : 

Independence — Arts must preserve, what arms 
achieved. 

•Agriculture — It is the interest of the agricultur- 
ist, that the manufacturer 4 should be encouraged to 
sit down beside him. 

Manufactures— Essential to the independence of 
a nation— and the comfort and happiness of her citi- 
zens. Let the government protect manufactures, 
and manufactures will protect the government. 

Commerce — The most commercial nation in the 
w orld, is also the most manufacturing. "Let facts 
be submitted to a candid world.” 

* Igriculture , manufacture* and commerce . Nurse- 
ries of the militia, the army and the navy; each 
strengthening and strengthened by the other. 

Henry Baldwin — When we meet public men, who 
sacrifice merited rewards and public favor, to duty 
and oonscience — let us "grapple them to our souls 
with hooks of steel.” 

A fine political lesson is contained in the follow- 
ing volunteer toast, drank as above : 

Public moral * — A dextrous though depraved ad- 
ministration may rescue the finances of a country 
wit requires virtuous, wise and independent men 
to preserve its morals. 

Dr. William Darlington , member of congress from 
Pennsylvania, was invited to a public dinner by his 
constituents at West-Cliester, in testimony of their 
approbation of his conduct; at which, among others, 
the Following toasts were drank : 

Pennsylvania— The birth place of freemen only. 
The conduct and votes of twenty-one of her dele- 
gation in the late congress, ought to endear them 
to the nation. What pity *tis we cannot say so of 
the residue. 

Missouri and the slave states — May they be as 
ready and willing to protect themselves against 
their slaves, without the aid of the north, as they 
have been willing to increase their danger. 

Domestic industry and economy* The best cure for 
the hard times. 

Our countrywomen — Pair, modest, and virtuous; 
and never so lovely, as when employed in domestic 
duties. 

After Dr. D. had retired — 

Dr. William Darlington, our member of congress — 
His virtues as a man, and his firm, patriotic, and en- 
lightened conduct as a legislator, have acquired for 
him the unreserved confidence and regard of his 
constituents. 

Mr. Clat partook of a public dinner, given in 
honor of bim and in approbation of his proceedings 
in congress, at Lexington on the 7th ult. The com- 
pany was numerous and respectable. Among 
others the following toasts were drank: 

Henry Clay — The friend of liberty, and the able 
advocate of the rights of man; we regret the loss of 
his eloquence and usefulness in the councils of the 
nation. 

[Mr. Clay then rose, and expressed his grateful 
ftense of the honor lie had received, and of the af- 
fection and regard which had uniformly been mani- 
fested towards him by Ids fellow citizens. Nothing, 
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he observed, but a sense of duty the most impera- 
tive to himself and his family, could induce him to 
abandon a situation so agreeable to him. as that 
which he had so long occupied in their service.— 
He was happy to believe, however, that, although 
in zeal and fidelity he would yield to none, talents, 
greater than he could devote to their service, 
might be enlisted by them. He then alluded to the 
three great topics, which had of late principally 
claimed his attention in the councils of the nation 
viz, internal improvement, domestic manufactures, 
and the great cause of freedom in South America. 
The first object had not been completely obtained, 
in consequence of honest doubts and scruples re- 
specting the constitutional powers of congress in 
relation to it; yet much had evidently been done 
towards it by extending a belief of its importance, 
and increasing the disposition to promote it. The 
value of domestic manufactures, especially to us in 
the west, Mr. Clay dwelt upon with considerable 
emphasis, and expressed a conviction that their 
encouragement was absolutely essential to our pros- 
perity. On the subject of the struggles in South 
America, he gave, at some length, his reasons for 
the zeal he had displayed. He believed the pa- 
triots of that country capable of freedom, he be- 
lieved they deserved it, and lie thought it should 
have been the pride as well as the duty, of this 
country, to have been first to acknowledge their 
right to it. On this subject he had been supposed 
materially to differ from the executive. It now ap- 
peared that the difference was rather as to the 
time and the mode, than as to the substance. The 
executive had been endeavoring, by negociation, 
to procure a simultaneous acknowledgement, by 
the European powers and ourselves, of the indepen- 
dence of South America, while he had been anxious 
that we should act without delay and without conr 
cert with other nations. The only difference there- 
fore was that the executive had been more prudent 
perhaps— at least more deliberate than he would 
have been — that the executive had deemed it proper 
to pay some regard to the views and wishes of other 
nations, while his desire had been to pursue a course 
exclusively American, uninfluenced by the policy 
of my lord Castlereagh, count Nesselrode, or any 
other of the groat men of Europe, but it appeared, 
nevertheless, that both he and the executive were 
directing their efforts to the same great end. Mr. 
Clay then again alluded to his reasons for declining 
a re-election, and observed that he had resolved to 
retain for a time the privilege of resigning or not, 
as circumstances might require, the remainder of 
his present term; he again feelingly expressed his 
sense of the encouraging support and flattering de- 
gree of confidence he had uniformly received from 
his constituents and the peculiar satisfaction he felt 
at the prospect afforded, by the characters of those 
brought before the public as candidates for the of- 
fice he declined, that no injury would result to the 
community from his retirement.] 

Missouri— She will now enter the union In all the 
majesty of acknowleged equality and unfettered in- 
dependence. | 

The State of Maine — Not less welcome into the 
Union, because she is descended from Massachu- 
setts— whose virtues she will imitate, and whose 
faults she will avoid. 

The advocates of the tariff in congress — They un- 
derstood the true interests , and ably asserted tlie 
proper policy of the country. 

Domestic manufactures — The government which 
refuses to promote them, is unworthy of the confi- 
deuce of the people. 
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Mobile is becoming 1 a place of great importance; 
about 10,000 bales of cotton have been shipped 
from this port in the present year, and 6,000 re- 
mained on hand. This shews an increase of 10,000 
bales since last year; and it is calculated that at 
least 10,000 more will be shipped next year than 
in the present. 

JWw -wheat — A cargo of new wheat from North 
Carolina, of 1200 bushels, was sold in Philadelphia, 
on Monday last, at 94$ cents cash. 

The eclipse. The astronomers in England are 
quite busy in calculating the eclipse of the sun, 
which will take place on the T th of September 
next. The eclipse will be visible over an extent 
Of more than 4,000,000 square leagues, a surface 
nearly equal to a sixth part of the earth, and re- 
sembling a kind of oval of about 7,500 leagues in 
circumference; comprising all Europe, the western 
part of Asia, all Africa as far as Monopota, and a 
part of North America. The eclipse will last three 
hours. 

Indian population . It appears from a statement 
in the Cincinnati Gazette that the Indian tribes in- 
habiting the province of Texas, amount to about 
25,u00 souls, and that they can bring into the field 
5000 warriors. 

,Vc rw-York. Philip Church, esq. has condition- 
ally purchased all the lands of the Holland Land 
Company in that state. The amount to be paid is 
five millions of dollars, in 40 years, at 4 per cent, 
interest, annually. 

Buffalo , June 18. — ' The steam boat Walk- in -the - 
water left this place on Saturday morning last, for 
Mackina, with a full freight, and about 50 passen- 
gers, amoag whom are col. Wool, inspector-gene- 
ral of the northern division, and major Delafield, 
attached to the boundary commission. We under- 
stand that her freight consisted principally of goods 
belonging to the American Fur Company, amount- 
ing in value to upwards of £ 100,000. 

JVorfofh, June 23. The seamen who were stated 
in our last to have been taken from on board the 
brig Wilson, and sent up to Richmond for trial, on 
a chavge of violating the laws of congress for the 
prevention of foreign enlistments, underwent an 
examination before" chief justice Marshall, (the 
morning after their arrival in Richmond) who re- 
manded them for trial at the November term of 
the district court, and they were accordingly 
brought back in the steam boat Uichmond, the 
same day, and recommitted to the jail of this bo- 
rough. IV. S. Lacoetc , the landlord spoken of in 
our last, who was also in custody, in consequence 
of being charged with having procured the illegal 
enlistment of the men, was acquitted for want of 
ev idence of the fact. The chief justice [of the 
U. S.j dispensed with all unessential formality on 
this occasion, and held his court for the examina- 
tion of the prisoners on board the steam boat, 
which lay at Rockets, and to which place he re- 
paired on foot, a distance of about two miles from 
his residence. We mention this incident (unim- 
portant in itself,) as bespeaking a nobleness of mind 
and character in that truly great man, which all the 
nomp and ostentation his dignified station might 
have warranted, could never have developed. 

Cincinnati , June 15. On Saturday last, in digging 
the well of Mr. Wright, near Harrison, in this 
county, near a mile from White water, and about 
14 feet from the surface. In a bed of rounded 
limestone pebbles, a living frog was dug up, which, 
in a short time, hopped away as nimbly as if he 


had been but a year old. There are tree* conti- 
guous, and in lower ground, more than 500 years 
old, which have evidently taken the places of others 
of equal growth; so that this frog had probably 
lain buried for 100§ years. 

Law case. In the circuit court of the District 
of Columbia — June term, 1820. Usury— Gakher 
vs Lee. 

This was an action brought by the plaintiff 
against the defendant to recover the sum of——' 
dollars, under the following circumstances .* A bill 
was drawn by John Wells, jr. in favor of James 
Hodnett, on the defendant, payable ■ ■■ ■ - days 
after date. This bill was regularly accepted by the 
defendant. It further appeared in evidence, that 
the payee of the bill, being in want of funds, ap- 
plied to his agent, William S. Nicholls, to raise mo- 
ney upon it by getting it discounted for him. Ni- 
cliolls applied to the fjaintiff, G. K. G. who agTeed 
to advance the money on tbe bill, at a discount of 
4 per cent, per month; tv’Vjch the payee of the bill, 
by his agent, W. $. N. agreed to take. The biR 
was not paid by the acceptoi when it became due, 
was regularly protested for non-payment, and this 
suit was instituted against the acceptor to Recover 
amount of the bill. Suits were also. brought against 
•the maker and payee of the bill. *Ehe defence set 
up by the drawer of the bill in this c&se was, that 
the contract was usurious : (For it must be observ- 
ed that the above defence was not made by the de- 
fendant, W. Lee, but by the drawer, for whose ac- 
commodation the hill was accepted). It Was, on 
the other hand, contended, that the bill was Sadriy 
sold in market, and not loaned, and that the plain- 
tiff could not, ami did not know to whose use the 
money was to be applied. ' Upon argument, it was 
decided that the contract was usurious, and that 
the plaintiff was not entitled to recover in this suit. 
A verdict was accordingly entered for the defend 
dant. [ City Gar. 

Law Dtcisto*. Frankfort, Ky, June 8. On Satur- 
day last the United States’ circuit court, sitting iu 
this place, gave their opinion upon the constitu- 
tionality of. the replevin law, passed by the legis- 
lature of this state at their last session. From 
those who heard the decision, we are informed* 
that the judges affirmed the power of the state to 
pass a replevin law, and also tbe constitutionality 
of the feature of the law which requires an en- 
dorsement that Kentucky paper will be taken, or 
in a case of a failure to do so, gives a replevin of 
two years. But they declared that 90 much of the 
law as allows a sale of property taken under exe- 
cution in certain cases, on a credit, is unconstitu- 
tional. ^ 

The former part of this decision was founded on 
a distinction between the contract and the law fee 
enforcing its observance , and on the principle dial 
tlie state may vary the latter at will without impair- 
ing the obligation of the former. The latter part 
of tbe decision was founded on the grounds, that, 
to compel the creditor to take one man’s obligation 
in discharge of another's debt, impairs the con- 
tract, by changing the terms and the parties, and, in 
effect, makes the bonds of individuidi a legal ten- 
der, contrary to the constitution. [Argiu* 

Another revolutionary hern gone J 
Died , In Washington, on Tuesday night last, agW 
66, general Jo lot Gaosaway, a distinguished revolu- 
tionary hero. 
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(Tj^The grand celebration of the anniversary of 
the declaration of independence at Baltimore* on 
Tuesday last, received a high degTee of interest 
from the presence of CiURi.ks Carroll, of Carroll - 
ion, one of the four survivors of those who signed 
that far ‘famed instrument; he look a part in the 
procession, supported by col. John E. Howard and 
general Samuel Smith, who maintained with their 
swords what the congress decreed. 

Dr. Watkins . who had been appointed to read the 
declaration of independence, on receiving from Mr. 
Carroll the copy which he had borne in the proces- 
sion, prefaced a performance of the part assigned 
him, by the following elegant and feeling remarks: 

“The committee of arrangement having made it 
my task, upon this glorious occasion, to read the 
declaration of independence , it was not my design 
to have prefaced it with a single remark; but, un- 
der circumstances so well adapted to inspire a glow 
of enthusiasm in the coldest bosom, and to give to 
the proceedings of this day an interest, which can- 
hot fail to be felt, and remembered, to the end *bf 
our lives, 1 must be pardoned for giving uttcrande 
to the emotions which they excite* 

“Few, very few, of those whose hearts swelled 
with the triumph of patriotism, when this declara- 
tion first received the sanction of a nation's will, now 
Survive to participate in the blessings of their own 
creation* One of these few, our own representative , 
fcilvered o’er* indeed, and trembling with age, but 
Still cherishing in his heart the remembrance of 
that proud day, when his name was enrolled among 
the guardians of our infant independence, now sits 
in the midst of us : — The same hand which, forty Jour 
years afo, traced upon this immortal scroll the name 
of Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, now presents it 
to me. Who could witness such a scene unmoved? 
Who could stand in the presence of the venerable 
atriot, and not catch the influence of that holy 
.awe, whi6h filled* illumined, and inspired him, in 

“But I am trespassing upon the pfovihee of ohe, 
whose rich and animated eloquence, will do more 
ample justice to the subject— I proceed, therefore, 
id my task:’* 

Memorial of general Jackson-. 

(Printed by order of the senate of the tJnitad State!) 
The memorial of Andrew Jackson, major-general in the 
army of the United States, and comnktnder <f the 
southern division . 

TO THE HONORABLE THE SENATE OF THE U. STATES: 

On the 18th of December, 1818, your honorable 
body resolved, “That the message of the president, 
and documents relative to the Seminole war, be re- 
ferred to a select committee* who shall have autho- 
rity, if necessary, to send for persons and papers; 
that said committee enquire relative to the advance 
Of the United States* troops into West Florida; 
whether the officers in command at Pensacola and 
8t. Marks were amenable to, and under the control 
of Spain) and, particumy, what circumstances ex- 
isted to authorize or justify the commanding gene- 
ral in taking possession of those poets.’* 

In conformity with this resolution, a select com- 
mittee of five persons, of your honorable body. 
VoL.XVllt.* 24. * 


was appointed, who* on the 24th February, 1819* 
made a report. 

The committee had ample tiirte for a correct ex- 
amination of the subject submitted to their consi- . 
detation, and the means by which to have been 
fully satisfied of the innocence of your respondent; 
yet, in .their report, has he been accused of crimes 
against the laws and constitution of his country. 
Upon a review of that document, your respon- 
dent is free to declare, that both the narrative of 
facts, and the arguments deduced from them, ar» 
unsound and erroneous. The incorrect impressions 
with whioh the committee seem to have labored, 
have, in the opinion of your memorialist, given to 
this subject a distorted aspect, and thrown around 
it a deceptive coloring. 

With striking a deadly bloW Rt the liberty of his 
country, and with acts of Wanton usurpation, which, 
for their enormity, would vie with the most absolute 
despots — with the directory of France, during their 
short career of madness and folly, has your respon- 
dent been charge d. These accusations have for 
their object, the rendering your respondent ob- ' 
noxious to his fellow citizens. Still, he will not so 
far forget the duty he owes himself, and the respect 
due the senate and the American people, as to in- 
dulge recrimination. It is not the mean by which 
truth can be arrived at, or the cause of justice and 
impartiality promoted. But, to vindicate himself 
from reproach, to ward off unmerited imputations, 
and to stand in opposition to a report of a commit- 
tee of your body, which casts the severest censure,^ 
is a rigid secured td him, because it is the right of 
every citizen. 

With all the respect, therefore, which is due to 
an august branch of the government, but with that 
frankness and sincerity which conscious innocence 
demands to assume, does he present himself. It is 
a duty which he owes to himself, to his office, to 
his family; nay, to his country, for which he has 
encountered privations, and whose interest has 
always been dear, and paramount to all other con- 
siderations. In dping this, he will not depart from 
that respect which is proper to be observed; nor 
will he hesitate to believe, but that the senate, on 
an impartial examination of the facts, will come to 
conclusions different from what their committee 
have arrived at. 

The manner in whidh the enquiry was conducted 
by the committee is believed to have been novel; 
a mass of testimony, tending seriously to affect the 
reputation of an individual, was collected; and al- 
though it was proposed, yet was an opportunity de- 
nied him, of appearing before them, to offer any 
statement or explanation in his power, in relation 
to those subjects upon which doubts and difficul- 
ties might arise. He was deprived, by this refusal, 
of the privilege of confronting his accusers, and 
of interrogating and cross-examining witnesses, 
summoned for his conviction. Such testimony, 
only, as the committee chose to select, was heard, 
and when published to the world, declared a lan- 
guage different from what the witnesses intended. 

By refusing the accused an opportunity to con- 
front and cross-examine witnesses, how easily may 
be indulged in rancorous invective, and occasions 
sought te vent malignant and implacable resent* 
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m*nts. Your respondent does hot pretend to assert j 
that any thing 1 of the kind occurred during the pre- j 
sent investigation; but, has barely'adverttd to it, I 
ns forming# portion of the evil consequences which I 
might arise from so informal a method of enquiry. J 
To adopt such a course, is to .prostrate the rules of 
judicial proceedings, to violate every maxim of jus- 
tice, and to trample down all the sacred guarantees 
of the constitution. He has been taught to believe, 
that, agreeably to the provirion of our mugna char- 
1 1 , every individaual was secure in his life, liberty, 
property and reputation; and that he could aot be 
tried before any constituted authority of the nation 
without being heard in his defence — permitted to 
introduce exculpatory evidertte— to cross-examine 
and confront his accusers. This is one of the 
choicest fruits of our republican institutions, and 
is an essential preservative of liberty; it should be 
guarded with vestal vigilance, and for no purpose, 
w hatever, subjected to violation by any branch or 
department of the government. In its maintenance 
there is safety; but danger in departure. 

The committee, whilst adverting to the origin of 
the Seminole war, have omitted to enumerate the 
Spanish and Indian aggressions on our rights, as a 
justification of the measures which were adopted 
in its prosecution. They have rather employed 
palliatives for the outrage s of the enemy, and given 
an aggravated aspect to the measures which were 
adopted for the peace and security of our frontiers. 
Add to this the manner in which the testimony was 
collected — the misconception of facts and incorrect 
arguments contained in the report — the time at 
which it was published, and the style in whtchit 
was composed, and your respondent cannot forego 
the belief, that it evinces an hostility to the execu- 
tive, and to the military officers underhis command. 

It is a subject of no small surprise, that this spirit 
of opposition should have diffused itself after the 
luminous arrangement of facts, witli the conclusive 
reasoning and inferences arising from the laws of 
nations, and the United States, by Mr. Secretary 
Adams; as well as the ample and satisfactory dis 
cussion in the house of representatives, the great 
inquest of the nation. Moreover, congress had 
made provision for a vigorous prosecution of the 
Seminole war, in the spring of 1818, in conformity 
to the suggestion of the president, in his message 
in the month of March, when he detailed to them 
every information in relation to that subject. The 
citizens of Georgia and Alabama had made repeat- 
ed calls on the general government for protection; 
«*id, with a full knowledge of all the circumstances 
touching the causes and progress of that war, con- 
gress authorized the calling out an additional bri- 
gade of militia, and made liberal appropriations for 
the payment of the Georgia troops then in service. 
The president, too, who is commander in chief of 
the army and navy of tKe United States, and who 
should be the proper judge to determine whether 
his orders be faithfully executed, had made the acts 
of his officers his own, not only by the express au- 
thority which h? had conferred, but by subsequent 
•adoption also. 

With a large majority of the people of the United 
. States, the defensive measures adopted by the go- 
vernment, as also the reasons by which they had 
been governed, were entirely satisfactory, in com 
sequence of its being distinctly perceived, that no 
other course could have been pursued which would 
have secured the indispensable purposes for which 
the Seminole war had been prosecuted. That those 
'measures should be denounced as a violation of the 
Jaws and constitution* by those very persons who 


originally gave them their suffrages, is certainly 
calculated to excite the astonishment of every im- 
partial observer. 

Under such circumstances, it was to have been 
anticipated, that all controversy, relative to the 
agency of your respondent in giving rise to the 
war, would have been completely put to rest. It 
was confidently expected, that he would have 
escaped the crimination of your committee — re- 
proaches which, if sanctioned by your honorable 
body, are little inferior to cashiering: besides, no 
instance is to be found on record, where a similar 
course was adopted in relation to any of the Indian 
wars, in which the United States have been engaged. 

After all the above circumstances had transpired, 
and it was supposed that the subject of the Semi- 
nole war had been finally disposed o£ in the house, 
of representatives, your committee took it up with 
avidity, prosecuted it with an assiduity that was 
unexampled, and animadverted upon the conduct 
of the executive, and his official agents, in a man- 
ner which it is believed to be altogether strange 
and novel. By reiterations of mal-conduct, they 
seem to have evinced a disposition to stamp upon 
the whole transaction, and those connected with it, 
infamy and disgrace. 

Should the time ever arrive when a majority of 
any of the superior tribunals of the nation, influ- 
enced by party feelings, shall proceed to criminate 
a public officer, or effect his removal, in order to 
create a vacancy, or to gratify the ambition of a 
favorite partizan, then may private resentment, and 
the most angry passions, acquire an unbounded and 
dangerous control over their proceedings. Every 
sentiment of justice and humanity will be complete- 
ly stifled, as well as all regard for the constitution 
and laws. The patriot will have ample cause to 
tremble for the honor of his country, and the per- 
petuity of her republican institutions. The vene- 
rable fabric of our liberties, which has been conse 
crated by the blood of our heroes, and the wisdom 
of our sages, will be imminently endangered, if not 
entirely buried in ruins. 

That the charges preferred should have been 
published to the world, at a time to preclude all 
investigation, is a circumstance hut little calculated 
to impart consolation, or to quiet ^he alarms of re- 
putation assailed. No other sentiment can be in- 
dulged, than that it was intended, by counteracting 
the decision of the house of representatives previ- 
ously made, to produce an unfavorable impression 
on the public mind, before any thing could be offer- 
ed as an antidote to the impressions it was intend- 
ed to disseminate. Twelve months have almost 
elapsed, since the publication of the report; all 
investigation has been necessarily postponed, and 
hence has additional, unmerited injury been sus- 
tained. The effect has been to excite prejudice, 
Und thereby prevent that impartial examination 
which is so essential to correct determination. Ca- 
lumny has been aided, suspicion left free to act, and 
the means of exciting public odium amply afforded. 
Resting on the eternal principles of truth and jus- 
tice, and claiming for himself the high prerogative 
secured by the constitution, this respondent asks 
to appear in his own vindication, and to submit the 
ground of his defence, and the "motives” by which 
he has been actuated. 

The first consideration which presents itself, iJ 
the authority under wjjuch your committee acted. 
Three propositions oijiy are contained in the reso- 
lution of your honorable body; upon the second of 
which no report has been made, nor has your com- 
mittee stated “what circumstances existed toau- 
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thorite or justify the commanding' general in 
taking possession of the Spanish posts.” Instead 
of confining themselves within the pale of their 
powers, they have travelled over the whole gTound 
occupied by the house of representatives, in search 
of new subjects of inquiry, not before touched on 
or embraced within their powers. 

So fur as the committee ha\e embraced, within 
their investigation, the original causes of the war* 
the withdrawal of the regular troops from the 
frontiers of Georgia; the employment of volunteers 
and friendly Indians; the execution of Arbuthnot 
niul Ambrister; the order to take possession of St. 
Augustine, and the reasons *and motives of your 
respondent in tne conduct and management of the 
war, % it is believed to he an act of supererogation, 
and a departure from^ound practice. This objec- 
tion is not made by your respondent upon the 
ground that he considers his conduct vulnerable, 
or from a wish to elude enquiry; but is barely men- 
tioned as presumption of the strong disposition of 
your committee to affix censure upon his motives 
and actions. 

Upon a careful examination of the, discretionary 
orders which were directed to your respondent 
from the department of war, there can be no ques- 
tion but that they authorized and justified every 
measure which was adopted during the Seminole 
war, and should, at once, have acquitted him of all 
censure and responsibility. He was ordered to 
engage in offensive operations— to bring the war 
with the Seminoles to a speedy and successful termi- 
nation, with exemplary punishment for hostilities so 
unprovoked; and to establish a peace on such con- 
ditions as would make it honorable and permanent. 
He was, in effect, charged with the management 
of the war, and vested with the powers necessary 
to give it effect. No orders could have been more 
ample, as to the selection of means, as well as to 
their application. 

The massacre of Mrs. Garret and children, and 
the butchery of lieutenant Scott and comrades, 
your respondent is informed, were the events which 
induced the government to order him to take com- 
mand of the operating army, and to prosecute the 
war with vigor and effect. They had determined 
to abandon the cautious and defensive policy hither- 
to adopted, and to pursue a new system of opera- 
tions against the enemy. The orders directed to 
your respondent and general Gaines, subsequent to 
those tragical events, were entirely different from 
former ones; inasmuch as they were peremptory as 
to carrying on operations in Florida against the Se- 
minole Indians. 

The first order to your respondent bad no refer- 
ence to those issued to general Gaines, save that of 
the same date with his own, which was directed to 
him at Amelia Island, requiring his co-operation 
in the attack upon the Seminoles. In no part of it 
was a reference to any previous order to your re- 
spondent, or to any other person, pointing out the 
most advisable means to be adopted, or limiting 
him in their choice or application. And .even had 
the orders of general Gaines been obligatory, as 
the case which they contemplated never occured, 
they must entirely have lost their force. and effect. 
An order to perform a particular service, or to effect 
a specific object, without any limitation as to the 
means to be employed, leaves, it is conceived, an 
entire discretion with the officer, as to their charac- 
ter and application — it then bectfpies a general 
power. It is also believed to be true that the limits 
of such an order cannot be transcended, without 
an entire desertion of the object contemplated. 


The orders of your respondent completely super- 
seded those directed to general Gaines; and if sen 
he must stand acquitted of the high charge of 
having been guilty of their violation. Yet, if any 
doubt could exist upon this subject, the subsequent 
approval of the measures and motives of your re- 
spondent, by the executive of the United States, 
completely settles all controversy. . 

In the first page of the report, an effort i9 made 
to induce a belief that the treaty of Fort Jackson 
was negociated by your respondent, and that the 
hostilities of the Seminoles proceeded from its un- 
just and tyrannical demands . Upon this branch of 
the subject, your respondent begs leave to remark, 
that the general government had some time previ- 
ously settled the terms of capitulation, and your 
respondent, not as a commissioner or negociator, 
but as the conqueror of the country, received their 
submission upon those terms — terms which demand - 
ed the surrender of their prophets , as well as the insti- 
gators of the war . 

Those Indians, after being routed at Hoithlewal- 
lee, in April, 1814, fled to Pensacola, where they 
were protected, clmhed, fed, and supplied with 
munitions of war, by the Spanish authorities. They 
never were parties to the treaty at Fo ti Jackson; 
and however they might have been dissatisfied with 
the conditions, as demanded by the government, 
their dissatisfaction and hostility were excited by 
Spanish agents and British emissaries resident 
among them; one of whom was the infamous Wood- 
bine, who was then engaged in enlisting them in 
his service, by the distribution of presents, and in 
disciplining them for war. These facts might have 
been ascertained by a reference to the correspon- 
dence between your respondent and the governor 
of Pensacola* which were on file in the war depart- 
ment. 

Upon the subject of occupying the Spanish posts, 
your respondent thinks proper to observe, that he 
deemed it essentially necessary to the execution of 
his orders. It would have been impossible to I*ave 
obtained a speedy and effectual termination of the war , 
so long as the commandants of those fortresses fur- 
nished the enemy with supplies and munitions of 
war, and aided, abetted, and encouraged them in 
their savage hostilities against our frontier settle- 
ments. 

They had both become the rendezvous for embo- 
dying hostile negroes and Indians, aiul for giving 
them comfort and protection. According to the 
acknowledgments of her own commanding officers, 
the authority of Spain over Florida had ceased, and 
was to he considered dei'elict to all intents and pur- 
poses. Your respondent did not believe himself 
under any obligations to respect an authority that 
did not exist; a sovereignty that was not asserted 
or exercised: reason nor law could require him to 
respect rights that were suffered to be' usurped for 
the purpose of promoting a most cruel and san- 
guinary war against the pitizens of' the United 
States. These posts had been alternately substi. 

! tuted for the fort, on the Appalachicola, and thither 
the negroes and Indians had retreated fi r shelter 
and protection, after their defeats at Mickasuky. 
They constituted the laboratories of the. war; and, 
there were their materials collected and organized 
for active service. They were in reality Indian forts 
*nd store bouses,, attempted to be protec ted by the 
Spanish flag: and had they been in the exclusive 
possession of our savage enemies, they could not 
have derived greater advantages, been more bejie- 
fitted, nor we more seriously injured. 


i 


Digitized by 


Google 




332 


NILES’ REGISTER - JULY 8, It 20— GENERAL JACKSON. 


Against such an enemy, what measures were to 
be adopted under orders that required a speedy and 
effectual termination of the -war; and which were to 
give permanent peace and security t6 our southern 
frontier? They were not to be met and fought in 
the open plain, where a decisive blow might be 
given, and the contest ended; but were to be sought 
for in the fortresses of Spain, and in the swamps 
of a wilderness, where they might contend at lei- 
sure, and recede from the contest the moment it 
became hazardous. Partial remedies to prevent 
such evils had already been adopted by the Ameri- 
can government. During the war of 1812, Spain 
had suffered Great Britain to violate her neutrality 
in Florida, to the injury and annoyance of the U. 
States In 1814, Pensacola was entered by United 
States' troops, and a lesson, it was hoped, enforced, 
that however this government was disposed to cul- 
tivate peace, she could not preserve it by permit- 
ting Spain, regardless of existing treaties, to out- 
rage her dearest rights. She was called upon to 
maintain her neutrality according to the injunctions 
of the ’• w of nations, and the provisions of the 
treaty of 1795. She pleaded inability to comply, 
aiul the American government forgave the injury. 
Peace was at length restored to the United States; 
yet still Spain, regardless of her obligations, per- 
mitted British agents to reside withi.ithe bosom of 
Florida, and to excite the Indians and negroes to 
pillage and to bloodshed. He monstrance was again 
employed, but in vain. Inability was still the pre- 
text, and the same tragical scenes witnessed in 
1814, were now repeated. The savages who had 
causelessly made war, and who were shedding the 
blood of our border settlers, being thus openly re- 
ceived and comforted by the Spanish authorities, 
were such acts of hostility, were so flagrant a vio- 
la 4 'on of the good understanding existing between 
the U. States and Spain, as, in the opinion of your 
respondent, vholit/ to merge the neutral character , 
And your respondent considers, that he would have 
been guilty of a dereliction of duty, had he drawn 
up his troops by way 1 of cordon, and remained on 
the Georgia frontier, receiving the reports of Indian 
robberies and massacres, only that he might trans- 
mit them to the secretary of war; for lie could have 
done no more. 

Both of those fortresses were clearly identified 
as “associates” in the war, and were both equally 
under the control of the negroes and Indians. Am- 
brister had appeared before St. Mark’s with 4 or 
500 under his command; and an equal number bad 
been seen about Pensacola, the most of whom were 
equipped for war by governor Mazot. In botli in- 
stances the strength of the enemy was amply suffi- 
cient for a forcible occupation of the posts. More- 
over, the governor of Pensacola had refused the 
passage of provisions up the F^cambia, destined for 
•nr starving troops at Fort Crawford. An United 
States’ schooner, called the Amelia, had Been de- 
tained at that place, until the town was taken, when 
were obtained from her provisions for the troops. 
Another provision vessel, ordered into the Perdido, 
had been captured by boats sentfromthe Bareness, 
and placed under the guns of the fort, but fortu- 
nately made her escape under cover of the dark- 
ness of the night. 

In this state of things, had your respondent been 
compelled to suspend operations, and to wait for 
additional orders from the war department, the 
object of anticipating the enemy would have been 
entirely defeated. He would have been compelled 
to retrogude to the interior, for the want of sup- 
plies, leaving many poiuis of the frontier exposed 


to the ruthless barbarities of exasperated savages. 
The militia force would have become inactive and 
discontented; their time would have expired before 
any thing effectual could have been done; and the 
campaign thus rendered completely abortive. If 
St. Mark’s was necessary to the defence of the fron- 
tier of Georgia, Pensacola was much more so for 
the peace and security of Alabama. In conse- 
quence, too, of its being located on the seaboard, 
it afforded much greater facilities to our enemies, 
fur it commanded the navigation of the Escambia, 
up which bad, necessarily, to pass all the supplies 
for our forts erected on its tributary streams. The 
occupation of this post was not determined upon, 
until the reception of governor Bibb’s letter, at the 
Escambia, detailing many outrages, and communi- 
cating the intelligence that Holmes and his war-' 
riors were then in Pensacola; as, also, the receipt 
of governor Mszot’s protest, complaining of a vio- 
lation of his neutrality, and ordering your respon- 
dent to retire from West Florida, accompanied 
with a threat to coerce him, if he did not comply. 
Lieutenant Sands had been despatched from St. 
Murks, with orders to hokl his arttlleiy in readi' 
ness, to meet future contingencies, should they oc- 
cur; but be never was directed to convey it to a 
given point , until your respondent reached the 
Choctaw hatchy. 

Nor were those proceedings considered act t of 
war, as represented by the committee. By ad- 
verting to the correspondence with the command- 
ant of St. Marks, the governor of Pensacola, and 
the secretary of war, it may be distinctly aeen that 
your respondent entered the territory of Spain as a 
friend , to chastise an enemy of both nations, and to 
enforce those obligations and duties which the 
Spanish authorities had pleaded inability to perform; 
that all his operations were bottomed on the broad 
principle ofself-defe nee, authorized by the law of na- 
ture and of nations. They were not directed against 
the government of Spain, but against the fortres- 
ses which had become the strong holds, the ren- 
dezvous, of negroes and Indians, and whose neu- 
trality was prostrated to the basest purposes. They 
were seized because they were Indian posts to all 
intents and purposes. Spain has disavowed the 
conduct of her official agents; and the American 
government has declared that a war was not intend- 
ed with that nation. 

Although the Spanish authorities were guilty of 
many open and undisguised acts of hostility, yet the 
sovereignty of Spain over Florida was altogether 
ideal. Her commandants had repeatedly acxnow- 
ledged that they were unahlc to restrain the sa« 
vages, and that the Indian chiefs, and British emis- 
saries were proceedeing contrary to their wishes, 
and in violation of their laws: hence were these 
fortresses occupied, as the only measure which 
could give a speedy and permanent peace to our 
bleeding frontiers. The Spanish government did 
not consider it an act of war, nor did Mr. Pizaito 
or Bon Ouis complain of it as a measure of that 
description. The two governments have acknow- 
ledged themselves at peace, and have since kept 
up a regular and friendly intercourse with each 
other in the shape of negociation. 

Neither were the garrisons made prisoners of war, 
or treated like conquered enemies , as is stated by 
your committee. The contrary will be made clearly 
apparent, by the examination of the conditions 
upon which the' Spanish posts were occupied; to 
which your respondent besrs leave to refer. Your 
committee acknowledge that the Spanish authori- 
ties in Florida were guilty of acts of war agaiist 
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the United States; but that her neutral character 
was not wholly merged in that of the enemy, in con- 
sequence of her employing moral and not physical 
force. If giving the negroes and Indians encou- 
ragement in their outrages, by the purchase of their 
plunder; furnishing them with aid and protection, 
supplies and munitions of war, did not wholly merge 
the neutrality of the Spanish authorities, and make 
them associates in the war, your respondent con- 
fesses that he is at a loss for a definition of terms. 
Agreeably to this idea, it would be improper to 
consider the population of a nation, with whom we 
were at war, as enemies, save those who were in the 
field; for it is only the latter who resort to “physical 
force.’* This distinction' is entirely new, and is in 
contradiction to many of the most clear and long 
established principles of good sense and national 
law. 

It is stated by your committee that all authority 
at Pensacola was pul down by the sword , and that 
anew government wfos established, “the powers of 
which, both civil and military, were vested in mi- 
litary officers.” Every one would be induced to 
understand, from this, that the terms of capitulation 
were arbitrarily and tyrannically imposed upon 
governor Mazot, when, in fact, they were pro- 
posed by himself, and the civil and military govern- 
ment was dissolved at his own instance. The tem- 
porary governor, colonel King, was an officer of 
the United States* army; but civil officers were ap- 
pointed to the different departments, from amongst 
the citizens; and Mr. M’Kensie, a citizen of Mobile,, 
was placed at the head of the magistracy. All 
that was contemplated, was to organize some kind 
of civil authority, for the protection of the lives, 
liberty, and property of the citizens during the 
temporary occupancy of the fortress. The same go- 
vernment to which the people had been accustom- 
ed was retained. It became absolutely necessary 
to establish the revenue laws of the United States, 
in order to check the smuggling which had been 
carried on successfully in this quarter for many 
years; as well as to admit the American merchant 
to an equal participation in trade, wlticlf would have 
been denied, under the partial operations of the 
Spanish commercial code. 

The executions of the Indian chiefs, and British 
outlaws, are justifiable on the ground of precedent, 
and the laws of nations. One of the former was 
a prophet, wty>had employed his superstitious influ- 
ence, and the promises of his trans-atlantic friends, 
to stimulate his deluded brethren to deeds of ra- 
pine and massacre. The other commanded in per- 
son the party who perpetrated the cold blooded 
butchery of lieutenant Scott, and his unfortunate 
companions. Both had been engaged, in most of 
the robberies and murders committed, and were 
active instigators of the savage war which raged on 
our defenceless frontier. 

Acting as chiefs of the negroes and Indians, Ar- 
buthnot and Ambrister, by numerous acts of atro- 
city, had become identified with those monsters — 
associates in the war. They were the principal 
authors of the hostilities of the ferocious savages, 
who observed none of the rules of civilized war- 
fare; who never gave quarter, and only took pri- 
soners for .the purpose of torturing! They were 
without authority, principals in an unlawful war. 
Their mode of carrying it on was characterized by 
plunder, massacre, destruction, and revenge; and 
was in open violation of the laws of war and of na- 
tions. Great Britain would not interfere to pre- 
vent those miscreants from instigating the fugitive j 
negroes and the Indians from burning, and pillag- j 


ing, and scalping, the inhabitants of Georgia and 
Alabama; but she disowned them, and left them to 
their fate. The Spanish authorities would not, or 
could not, interfere, and the Indians regarded them 
as friends and associates. Both acted as chiefs of 
the motley banditti, giving them counsel, and ex- 
citing them to war; and one of them actually led 
those black and red combatants to battle. They 
both officiated as Indian agents, in writing to Spa- 
nish governors and British ministers, stating their 
grievances, and soliciting assistance; and sometimes 
as quartermasters, procuring supplies, and furnish- 
ing munitions of war. 

Under these circumstances, it is believed that 
they merited death, whether they were placed 
upon an equality with the outlawed Red-Sticks, or 
fugitive negroes, who were in a state of open re- 
bellion. Indeed, their criminality was of deeper 
dye than that of the Indian chiefs. They were 
the paymasters for human scalps; and, to discharge 
that high trust, had exiledthemselves from their na- 
tive landjplunged into the recesses of the wilderness, 
and groped their way to the Indian camp, for the 
express purpose of working upon the feelings of 
the ignorant and untutored savages; to instigate 
them to lay waste the abodes of industry and inno- 
cence, and stain our soil with the blood of slaugh. 
tered women and children! Enjoying the lights 
of education, yet devoted to this infamous employ- 
ment, the active agents in a war which was marked 
in its progress by plunder and massacre! Should 
mercy have been extended to wretches who ex- 
cited such a war, and who, within a short period, 
would have renewed the same tragical scenes? As 
, associates of savages, who respected none of the 
laws of civilized warfare, they could not claim the 
benefit or protection of those laws, for they were 
not parties. They were as much outlaws, to all its 
provisions, as a pirate on the ocean. Such wretches 
are more criminal than any painted Red-9ti£k, and 
to pardon them would be treachery to mankind. If, 
in the ordinary course of justice, it has been deem- 
ed wise and politic to take the fife of an offender, 
for the murder of a single individual, both religion 
I and humanity must recommend the infliction of the 
same penalty upon him who has been conspicu- 
ously instrumental in the murder of every age, sex 
and condition. Although retaliation might have 
been employed upon the innocent, for such horrid 
crimes, yet, in these cases, it fell upon the guilty. 
Let it be borne in mind, that the Indian chiefs and 
British outlaws were the monsters xiemanded to be 
surrendered by the treaty of Fort Jackson, the\ 
terms of which had been antecedently settled by thego- 
vemment , ratified by your honorable body, and car^ 
ried into effect by the congress of the United States: 

! and let it also be recollected, that these were the 
prophets and instigators of the wav , upon whom was 
ordered to be inflicted “exemplary punishment, for 
hostilities so unprovoked.” 

| The two British incendiaries were not executed 
upon the general charge alone of “exciting the In- 
dians to war,” as stated by your committee; but 
upon that and other general charges subjoined 
thereto, which they omitted to notice; but which 
| may be seen by a reference to the proceedings of 
the court of inquiry on that occasion. 

The case of Arbuthnot and Ambrister was not 
within the reach of any rules or articles of war.— 
The rights and privileges here secured, belonged 
only to our own countrymen: and as the offence^ 
charged were committed by foreigners beyond our 
own territorial limits and jurisdiction, our munici- 
pal cede contained nothing by which to tc^t the 
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offence. To it the principles of national law was 
alone applicable, which attached no penalty to their 
crimes other than death. In organizing the court 
of enquiry, it was only intended (as in councils of 
war) that the opinion should operate directory and 
as advice, not to become binding. In the second 
sentence, prononced by the special court upon Am- 
brister, there was a departure from the rules of that 
law, upon which alone it was belived jurisdiction 
was had of the offence. Nor was it less a violation 
of the rules and articles of war; for those rules had 
denounced cbrporal punishment. The sentence, 
therefore, was void, because known to no law. — 
Your respondent, therefore, conceived himself au- 
thorised to carry into execution the first sentence; 
because it awarded the only punishment that was 
legal to be inflicted; and because his lawless, guil- 
ty conduct entitled him to dte. Besides, Ambris- 
ter was the most criminal. He had commanded, 
in person, a corpse of negroes, with the view of an- 
ticipating your respondent in the occupation of St. 
Marks, and was actually taken in arms against the 
forces of the United States. 

The general commanding, as in all such cases, 
possessed the right, by the law of nations, to reta- 
liate and to punish; nor could the organizing of the 
court deprive him of the power. The court of en- 
quiry derived its existence, and its whole authority, 
from the order for its organization; and no more 
could they exercise a power not delegated to them, 
than could a committee of your honorable body en- 
quire into matters not contained in the resolution 
ivhich created them. • The order calls it a special 
court , and directs it to perform tpecinl duties. It 
only asks for opinions; and gives no right to carry 
those opinions into execution. It details a recor- 
der, by which a court of inquiry is ever distinguish- 
ed from courts martial; the latter having a judge 
advocate, without which no proceedings can be had, 
and no sentence pronounced. 

Censure is endeavored to be attached, in conse- 
quence of the withdrawal of the regular troops from 
the posts on the Georgia frontier, and concentrat- 
ing them at fort Moutgomery,on the Alabama river, 
a considerable distance west of the Georgia line. — 
In the commission of this military error , your respon- 
dent had no participation; it was done in pursu- 
ance of an order of Mr. Crawford, then secretary of 
war — an order which he was bound to obey, al- 
though contrary to his own opinion. 

Upon the subject of raising and organizing the 
volunteers of West Tennessee, which has called 
forth the severest Animadversions, your respondent 
did not, as he conceives, “disregard the orders of 
the war department, the constitution and laws.” — 
His orders were to call upon the governors of the 
tyljacent states, for such additional military force, as 
he might deem necessary to beat the enemy . ‘ The or- 
der was entirely discretionary, as no number or de- 
scription of troops were mentioned. In the lan- 
guage of the secretary of war’s letter to governor 
Bibb, your respondent was “vested with full pow- 
ers to conduct the war in the manner he might 
judge best.” 

Whenjiis appeal was made to the citizens of West 
Tennessee, the frontier settlements were threaten- 
ed on every side with danger and distress, as well 
as our troops at fort Scott, and on the App&iachico- 
]a. Major Muhlenberg was endeavoring to ascend 
that river with provisions, &c. and was arrested in 
his progress, and surrounded by 8 or 1200 Indains. 
Col. Arbuckle, commandant at fort Scott, was also 
about to abandon his post for want of supplies. The 
IQQO Georgia militia, who had been called out for 


60 days, after advancing forty miles from Hartford, 
to the neighborhood of fort Early, were returning 
home, leaving the command of col. Arbuckle, as 
also the Georgia frontier, in an exposed and peri- 
lous condition. Not only from the public journals, 
but from the communications of col. Arbuckle, 
had this intelligence been received. Under these 
circumstances, major Fanning was dispatched to 
Georgia, with a request that the governor should 
continue those troops in^he field for an additional 
period, or supply the deficiency, as early as practi* 
cable, by an equal number of volunteers. 

As it was not known at this time, whether the 
governor of Tennessee was at Knoxville, or in the 
Cherokee nation, your respondent made his appeal 
to his old and tried comrades in arms, desiring them 
to follow him to the field, in defence of their inva- 
ded country. In affording the desired relief, no 
time was to be lost. Delay was replete with dan- 
ger; and defeat and disaster would have been the 
result, had the dilatory process of drafting been 
resorted. The same day on which the appeal was 
made, the governor of Tennessee was written to, 
and apprised of the attempt to obtain volunteers; 
and that 1000 drafted militia would be required, 
should the appeal not be promptly and successfully 
answered. In reply, the governor gave his entire 
approbation to the measure, and co operated in 
raising ah additional company of mounted volun- 
teers, which was commanded by captain Dpnla;*, 
and which joined the army at fort Gadsden. 

All the volunteers were raised and organized un- 
der the laws of Tennessee, the officers of whom 
were elected by themselves, and not appointed by 
your respondent , as asserted by your committee. — 
Although earnestly solicited to appoint them, he 
perenitorily refused. To the officers who had senr* 
ed him in the late Creek and British w%r, he stated, 
not only in his appeal, but also upon their meeting 
at Nashville, that they were to organize themselves 
in the manner they might think proper; that the 
grade of the officers was to be determined by them* 
selves; and that those raising companies were to 
command tli£m. The only agency of your respon* 
dentin the whole transaction, was the appointment 
of col. Hayne, inspector general of the southern 
division, to superintend their organization, and lead 
them to fort Scott, where he took the command.— 
Every measure touching the raising and organizing 
this volunteer corps, was regularly communicated 
to the secretary of war, and received his unquali- 
fied approbation. 

The committee admit, that the laws of congress 
authorise the president to call on the governors of 
the different states for such portions of the militia 
as he may deem requisite; but deny that there is 
any law in existence vesting him with authority to 
accept the services of volunteers. Here they have 
endeavored to make an impression on the nation 
that volunteers are not militia; and that the circum- 
stance of volunteering their services in preference 
to being drafted^ essentially and radically changes 
their character. There is certainly no .position 
more unsound; as is clearly evinced by the fact, that 
most of the calls of the general government have 
been met in this way, by the patriotic and gallant 
yeomanry of our country: until now it has never 
been complained of. 

‘ When a requisition is made by the president on 
any state in the union for a quota of militia, it is 
sufficient if they arc forth coming; and it is believ- 
ed that he has no authority under the laws or con* 
stitution of the United States to inquire into the 
mode in which they have been raised and organic* 
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e<l. This is a question to be determined exclusively 
between the governor of a state and its own citizens. 
It is one of the attributes of state sovereignty, guar- 
anteed by the federal constitution, and with which 
the executive and congress cannot interfere. If an 
officer of the United States* army should be guilty 
of an infringement of this state prerogative, the 
complaint of its governor or legislature should be 
considered as the only basis to authorise an inquiry 
into his official conduct. 

It is stated by your committee, that it was pot 
found necessary to furnish the president with a list 
of the uam^s of the militia officers; “and not until 
the pay rolls were made out, and payment demand- 
ed, were the persons known to the department of 
war.” A majority of your committee were within 
reach of all the information necessary to the cor- 
rection of this error . Colonel Hayne’s communi- 
■ cations to the secretary of war, were on file in that 
office; from which they might have been informed 
of the number and grade of the officers, as well as 
of every particular relative to the organization 
of the volunteers; together with the express and 
and decided approbation of that department of the 
government. Appended to the report are the pay 
rolls filed in the office of the paymaster general . — 
Why they omitted to examine the muster roll in the 
■roar office , from which the pay roll was transcribed, 
your respondent is at a loss to determine. Upon 
an examination of the pay rolls , they should have 
known that, agreeably to the rules and articles of 
war, they must have been made out from the muster 
rolls, which designate, by name , the number and 
grade of the officers mustered into service. Tl\e 
muster roll, together with the letters of col. Hayne, j 
would have satisfied the committee that the volun- 1 
teers had been organized agrecaWy to the laws of 
Tennessee; and that it was a procedure over which 
the general government could exercise no con* 

By the rules and articles of war, “troops, of all 
descriptions, shall be mustered once in two months 
for payment; nor shall any payment be made, but upon 
muster rolls, signed by the inspector general, or hit as- 
sistant, or, in the absence of these, by some officer 
of the army of the United States, especially assign- 
ed to this duty by the general or other officer com- 
manding the department in which the troops so 
mustered shall be.** J 

Again, “tho officers and soldiers of any troops, 
whether militia or others, being mustered, and in the 
pay of the United States, shall, at all times, and in all 
places, when joined or acting in conjunction with 
the regular forces of the United States, be governed 
by the miles and articles of war , and shall be subject 
to be tried by courts martial, in like manner with 
the officers and soldiers ofthe regular forces save 
only that such courts martial shall be composed en- 
tirely of militia officers. 

From these extracts it must appear evident, that 
no payment can be made, but upon muster rolls, 
signed by the inspector general, Sec. and that, from 
the time they are made out and received at the 
war office, the militia are considered in the service 
of the United States. Neither congress or the pre- 
sident have any authority to inquire how their offi- 
cers have been appointed; whether they have been 
received as volunteers, or raised by the more tedi- 
ous and vexatious method of drafting. Were the 
ideas of your committee correct upon^this subject, 
the people of the different states would be depriv- 
ed of the invaluable privilege of selecting between 
these two modes of complying with calls made up- 
on thpm for the defence of our common country. 


The general government had the services of those 
troops, which is all that can be required; and they 
have long since been mustered out of service, and 
paid from the public treasury. 

The committee confess, that the secretary|uf war 
approbated the manner in which the Tennessee 
volunteers were raised and organized; but say, that 
“it is but justice to the department to state, that it 
was not until the officers that had assisted in thus 
officering and organizing this corps were examined 
I by the committee, that they were apprised of the 
illegality of the measure.** Surely the secretary 
of war must have examined the communications of 
col. Hayne and your respondent, stating every par- 
ticular touching the mode agreeably to which they 
were raised and organized, as also the muster rolls, 
giving the grade and number of the officers by 
nam$; all of which were transmitted, and acknow- 
ledged to have been received, at an early period, 
at that office. He certainly could not have com- 
promitted himself so far, a i to give his approbation 
to a measure before he was made acquainted with 
its nature and tendancy. 

Troops, of the same description or the Tennes- 
see volunteers, were received and employed by the 
government on our nothern frontier and southern 
borders, during the late struggle with England, and 
ih the war with the Creek nation of Indians. They 
fought the battles of Talledega, Ermickfaw, the 
Horse Shoe and New -Orleans, and protected Mo- 
bile from British visitation. Volunteers, similarly 
raised and organized, were commanded by gover- 
nors Shelby, Hafrison, Edwards, and general Por- 
ter, of New-York, during the same period. The 
field officers, ofthe Georgia militia,* were appoint- 
ed in the same manner on the west bank of the 
Oakmulgee; and one of the present senators from 
Tennessee actually appointed the officers of his 
own regiment, which lie raised without any au- 
thority, and which he commanded on an expedi- 
tion against the Seminole Indians, in 1812. The 
most of those troops were paid off by the United 
States, received the approbation of the general go- 
vernment, and the applause of the nation. 

It is stated in the report of the committee to the 
senate, that the ‘•whole strength of this miserable, 
undisciplined banditti of deluded Indians, and fugi- 
tive slaves, when combined, did not exceed 1000 
men. Opposed to whom, previous to gen. Jackson* s 
taking command, and under gen, Gaines, were a Jorce 
of 1800 regulars and militia, besides the 1500 friend- 
ly Indians, illegally subsidized by the last mention- 
ed general; what then, in this case, becomes of the 
plea of necessity ?** It is plainly to be inferred then, 
that this motley horde of negroes and Indians were 
too inconsiderable to justify raising the volunteer 
force, which was employed in reducing them to a 
state Of submission. 

It is well known to all those acquainted with the 
character of* Indians, and their peculiar mode of 
warfare, that it is almost impossible to form a cor- 
rect estimate of their aggregate force, until the ter- 
mination of the war. In this case general Gaines 
had computed them at 2800; and Arhuihnot, who 
officiated as a military chief of the Savages, had 
represented them, in a communication to the Bri- 
tish minister, Mr. Bagot, to be 3,500 strong. This 
calculation was by no means extravagant, when it 
is considered that from 8 to 1200 had been concen- 
trated at a single point, when lieutenant Scott and 
party were attacked, and that they were daily in- 
creasing in number. Whatever might have been 
their effective strength, at any period of the war, it 
could have been augmented by auxiliary bauds in 
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^Florida; and it was certainly the duty of the com- 
mending general to call out such an additional force 
ns should insure success in every emergency . Fur- 
thermore, the greatest portion pf the Georgia mili- 
tia then in the field, could be retained in service 
only foj* about three months: and it was expected 
tfiat they would apply for discharges so soon as 
their time expired. Your respondent considered 
the lives of oiir citizens as too precious to be risked 
in a contest with Indian^ where there was an odds 
of two to one, unless dire necessity demanded the 
exposure. The consequence of an opposite policy 
was. 111 at the decisive and rapid movement of our 
overwhelming numbers distracted and dispersed 
the enemy, compelled them to seek refuge in the 
Spanish fortresses, wpods and swamps, and they 
never were afforded an opportunity to djsplay their 
M'hole force by concentration. The war was spee- 
dily and effectually terminated, and much blood and 
treasure saved to the nation. 

>yit|> regard to the Indian and militia force, under 
tpe command of general Gaines, previous to the 
time your respondent assumed the command of the 
army, he has to remark, that, until a few days ante- 
rior to his arrival at Fort Scott, not a single Indian 
warrior had joined the standard of tl)e U. States — 
nor had the first requisition of Georgia militia ever 
united with the command of general Gaines; the 
latter had returned home, in cpnsequence of which 
jt became absolutely necessary, on the part of gen. 
Gaines, to make a second Call on the governor of 
that state, for the double purpose pf defending the 
frontier and occupying Amelia Island. 

A few of the friendly Indians joined yqur respon- 
dent before he reached F6rt Scott, and a consider- 
able number at that place, making, in the aggj-e- 
gate, ahout four or five hundred. The balance of 
the force under lfis command, was not, at that time, 
more tljap nine hundred effectives; and he confi- 
dently affirms, that when he took up the line of 
march from Fort Gadsden, on the 25th of March, 
}8l8 t his whole command, fit for duty, consisted 
vnly of 360 privates of the regulars, about 800 Geor- 
gia militia, and major Lovet's detachment of friend- 
ly Creeks. McIntosh and his warriors yrere-orga- 
nized at Fort Mitchell, after the arrival of your re- 
spondent at Fort Hawkins, and never united with 
him until the first of April, about six mires in the 
pear of Mickasuky. Al) these facts were accessible 
jo your committee, had they been disposed to exa- 
mine the letters of your respondent, on file in the 
department of war. To this department al) his 
communications were made; and there they should 
jiave applied for correct information, if it had been 
wanted. 

The next subject which has exposed your respon- 
dent to bitter reproach frohi the committee, is the 
order which was directed to general Gaines, tq oc- 
cupy St. Augustine. A letter from major Twiggs 
1 1 ad conveyed the intelligence that our savage ene- 
mies had been fed and furnished from that garrison 
— aud it was rendered highly probable, that, aided, 
abetted and encouraged oy the commandant, they 
were recruiting and embodying at that place, with 
h view of repewing hostilities. A strong presume 
tion was created, that tfiis, like the other Spanish 
posts, had become a depot and rallying point for 
negroes and Indians, to which they had retreated 
for refuge apd protection, after being driven from 
fcfegro Fort, St. Marks and Pensacola. 

The order given to general Gaines was entirely 
. conditional and prospector t and, had the facts re- 
ported been established, as directed, there would 
ka>e existed the same incontrovertible reason for 


the occupancy of St. Augustine, as of the other Spa* 
nish fortresses. The orders of your respondent had 
•ndergone no modification; and the measure would 
have been indispensably necessary to their execu- 
tion, as well as to the peace and security of our 
frontiers. Besides, he had transmitted to the war 
department regular information of his proceedings 
in Florida, with the reasons and motives by which 
he had been governed, from the 25th of March to 
the 7th of August, without a sentence of dissatis- 
faction ever leaving been expressed by the govern- 
ment. 

Your oom mil tee also report, that <dong before 
this period, the commanding general had, by his 
letter to the secretary of war, declared the Semi- 
nole war at an end; and alter which, not a single 
new act of hostility had been committed.” It is 
true, after the defeat of the negroes and Indians, at 
Mickasuky, the destruction of Suwany, and the asy- 
lum of St. Marks had been wrested out of their oc- 
cupation, that your respondent persuaded himself 
the war was ended. But subsequent information 
proved this opinion to be erroneous. The letter of 
governor Bibb, appended to the report to the se- 
nate, as well as the deposition of Charles Baron, 
details sundry outrages committed subsequent to 
the date of your respondent’s letter to the secre- 
tary of war; aud it is also known that six men vet't 
murdered in the, interior , which it is believed was 
communicated by general Gaines tq the war depart- 
ment. The communications of general Gaines and 
major Fanning, annexed to the report, also give a 
very different aspect to this question, and to which 
your respondent begs leave to refer your honora- 
ble bpdy. . 

In the animadversions upon the motives of your 
respondent, he oannot withhold the opinion, that 
there has been exhibited an unusual share of aspe- 
rity, and also a want of charity and forbearance, 
which was not to have been anticipated from mem- 
bers of so august and enlightened a body as the se- 
nate of the U. States, deliberating upqn a subject 
which they have represpented to be of great na- - 
tional magnitude. Leaving the motives of the com- 
mittee on this occasion to their own private review 
and examination,your respondent willbarely observe 
that they have imperfectly recognized the maxim, 
that innocepce if ajvyays presumed until the contra- 
ry appear by proof. Why th6y should have enquir- 
ed into the motives of your respondent at all, he is 
at a loss to determine, as it was a matter entirely 
beyond* their control and jurisdiction. The only 
subject of investigation, was the legality of his offi- 
cial acts, as designated in the resolution of the se- 
nate of the 18th of December. 

Your respondeht has no objection to this course, 
except a pernicious precedent, and violation of 
authority. Ife has no secrets, and will never shrink 
from a rigid and impartial examination into his of- 
ficial conduct. Had the committee adverted to the 
order to take possession of St. Augustine, as well as 
the communication* of your respondent to the se- 
cretary of wap, upon the subject of his militaiy 
operations, they must have been satisfied" that liis 
motives were to promote the public good — to ©Ary 
Aii order * , by carrying qn a vigorous and efficient 
war a^kinst th'e savage enemies of the U. States, by 
which the blood and treasure of the nation was to 
be economized* to establish a peace that would be 
honorable and permanent, and to give repose and 
security to our exposed and defenceless borders. 

In this instance, as well as in some others, the re- 
port of the committee is contradicted by the evi- 
dence of its own documents. The depositions qf 
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col. Butler and major Eaton, (a member of the com- 
mittee,) conclusively prove, that your respondent 
had no agency in speculating in Florida lands, which 
is in direct opposition to the inference drawn by 
your committee. No member of that committee 
can, for a moment, seriously and candidly harbor 
the opinion that your respondent would lead a gal- 
lant army into the field — jeopardize the lives of va- 
luable citizens — risk the ruin of health and reputa- 
tion, and violate the constitution** of his country, for 
the purpose of speculating with security in Spanish 
lands. The “motives of his own, unconnected with 
his military functions,” were a desire to end spee- 
dily a savage war, and to save the blood and trea- 
sure of the country; and not, as charged, to adven- 
ture his health and reputation, and the lives of 
brave men, in quest of titles to Florida lands. The 
imputation is unwarranted and unjust, and has its 
refutation in the very testimony which the com- 
mittee have published. The dignity of his office, 
which, at every exposure, he has sought to main- 
tain, never has been prostituted to the purposes of 
speculation in anyway, and it never shall. Strange, 
then, that honorable men should make so foul an 
accusation without proof; nay, without even cir- 
cumstances to support it. 

’ Your respondent would beg leave, in this place, 
to remark upon the depositions annexed to the re- 
port. He ventures the opinion that such docu- 
ments never before have been published to the 
world as evidence upon which to predicate a re- 
port. Eaton’s and Mitchell's are the only deposi- 
tions presented in legal form. To those two gen- 
tlemen, regular interrogatories were proposed, to 
which they deliberately responded and affixed their 
signatures, as required by law. Doctor Bronaugh’s 
deposition is signed, but not given under oath; col. 
Butler’s, col. Gibson’s and captain Call’s, are nei- 
ther sworn to nor signed. The depositions of the 
four last gentlemen were published without their 
knowledge, although they had received a promise 
from the members of the committee who took down 
the testimony, that it should be copied, and again 
submitted to them for correction and signature. 

Until depositions are fully examined, amended, 
and signed, by the witnesses, they cannot be consi- 
dered good and complete evidence. This is a rule, 
which, it is believed, is uniformly adhered to in all 
judicial tribunals; it never should be departed from 
on any occasion; as it is essentially necessary to an 
impartial administration of justice. Every oppor- 
tunity should be given the witnesses to make a 
foir and full disclosure of the faets; to consider the 
force and effect of their expressions, as well as the 
import of every sentence. By an opposite proce- 
dure irreparable injustice may be done, and the 
lights of a public agent sacrificed by those who 
^hould afford him security and protection. 

There are several minor points touched upon by 
the committee, to which your respondent consi- 
ders it unnecessary to give a particular reply; as 
they are of inconsiderable importance, and could 
not be noticed, without swelling this memorial to 
an unwieldy size. He flatters himself they have 
been satisfactorily answered in the discussion of 
the other subjects, out of which they have inciden- 
tally arisen. They will all, however, be more am- 
ply and minutely explained, by an examination of 
the documents heretofore communicated to con- 
gress, relative to the Seminole war; to others on 
tile in the war office, and to those accompanying 
this memorial; to all of which your respondent re- 
spectfully refers your honorable body. 

*■') - ’ * ’■ ' 


To conclude: your respondent has devoted his 
best services to the cause of his country, and to 
the perpetuation of her liberties. Her constitu- 
tion and laws are objects of his sincere veneration; 
and every anxiety of his heart has been enlisted to 
promote the glory and happiness of his country. 
How far he has been instrumental, under the guid- 
ance of Providence, in effecting those desirable ob- 
jects, he submits to the decision of his enlightened 
fellow citizens. He does not pretend to be ex- 
empt from the errors common to human* nature. 
Surrounded, as he was, by every privation and em- 
barrassment— in all the hurry and bustle of war, 
it was next to impossible to attend particularly t6 
every minor consideration. 

But, upon the great errors charged — a breacli 
of his orders — a departure from the constitution, 
and a violation of the rights of humanity, he openly 
maintains his innocence, and denies that the char- 
ges are correctly made. He calls upon the senate, 
by the high claims they prefer to magnanimity, to 
protect his reputation from the unmerited censure 
cast by their committee. He asks for justice, and 
nothing more; to extend it, is due to your respon- 
dent, to the senate, and to the nation. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

Major -gen. commanding southern division . 


Legislature of New Hampshire. 

In General Court, June 16, 1820. 
The committee to whom was referred a preamble 
and certain resolutions of the legislature of the 
state of Virginia, on the subject of a proposed re- 
striction of slavery, communicated by his excel- 
lency the governor, mbvort: 

That the committee has not deemed it necessary 
to enquire whether it would have been expedient 
for the legislature, at the present time, to express 
its opinion on this important subject, if it had not 
been thereto specially invited, But the legislature 
of the state of Virginia has seen fit to address to the 
legislatures of the different states of the union cer- 
tain resolutions, together with the reasons on which 
they are founded; giving.a construction to import- 
i ant provisions of the constitution of the U. States, 
and defining the powers of congress. The forbear- 
ing to express an opinion, when thus appealed to, 
might be taken for an acquiescence in the construc- 
tion contended for. 

After having carefully examined the resolutions, 
and the reasoning offered in their support, with all 
that attention to which they are entitled, as well 
on account of the source whence they originated 
as on account of the great importance of the subject 
to which they relate, the committee is of opinion, - 
that the legislature of Virginia contends for an er- 
roneous construction of the constitution of the U. 
States, relative to the powers of congress, which, 
if adopted, will prove highly injurious to the inte- 
rests of the nation. 

Since the passing of the resolutions under consi- 
deration, the subject matter of them lias been so 
amply discussed in the congress of the U. States, as 
to render it, at this time, an unnecessary and use- 
less labor to assign and illustrate, at large, the rea- 
sons why this legislature ought not to give its as- 
sent to them. 

Notwithstanding the reasoning of the legislature 
of the state of Virginia, on the language of the con- 
stitution, the committee has full* confidence, %hat 
the power to prescribe the prohibition of slavery, 
as a condition of the admission of r*e\v *‘ates into 
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the union, is vested in congress by a fair interpre- 
tation of the language of that instrument. 

T tie' argument, chiefly rcliedon, is, that the pre- 
scribing such condition by congress is inconsistent 
■with the sovereignty of the state to be admitted, 
and its equality with the other states. It is admit- 
ted that “congress, if the applicant for admissioh 
into the union had no right whatever to demaud it, 
as would be the case of an independent state mak- 
ing such application, might provide for the admis- 
sion of such state upon the performance of prece- 
dent conditiohs, not impairing its sovereignty, 0 If 
so, as the territory of Missouri had no right to de- 
mand admission, the only question is, whether the 
right to establish slavery within their respective 
limits is essential to that sovereignty, which is en- 
joyed by the different states of the union under the 
constitution of the United States. For evidence 
that such right is not essential to their sovereignty, 
an appeal might be made not only to the solemn as- 
sertion of the unalienable right of all -men to free- 
dom, announced in the declaration of our national 
independence, and which is adopted among the 
fundamental principles of many of the state go- 
vernment, and to the reiterated acts of the gene- 
ral government in admitting into the union new 
states with a prohibition of slavery, but also to the 
enlightened judgment of wise and good men of all 
countries. 

Slavery is prohibited by the immutable law of 
nature, which is obligatory as well on states as indi- 
viduals. The establishing or permitting slavery by 
a state, being thus morally wrong, the right to do 
it instead of being essential to its sovereignty, can- 
not exist; except only in cases where slavery has 
been already introduced cannot be suddenly abo- 
lished without great danger to the community. 
Under such circumstances, it must of necessity be 
tolerated for a time, as the sole means of self-pre- 
servation. 

The painful necessity may justify the temporary 
continuance of slavery in certain states of the 
union where it now exists. But in the opinion of 
the committee nothing can justify the unnecessa- 
ry extension of this great evil to newly formed 
states. 

As far a9 it may affect the sovereignty of a nation, 
no material difference is perceived between the 
case, where it surrenders its supposed right to car- 
ry on a traffic in slaves with a foreign country as- 
senting thertto, and the case of its surrender of 
its right to acquire in any other way, and retain 
slaves within its own limits. And yet several inde- 
pendent nations, and our own among others, have, 
without any suspicion of injury to their rights of 
sovereignty, bound themselves by treaty stipula- 
tions, forever to prohibit that monstrous traffic. 
Have they thereby lost what is essential to their 
sovereignty? 

If, from the generality and conciseness of the 
terms used in the federal constitution, any doubt 
remained as to their true construction, in relation 
to the power of congress, in the particular under 
consideration, such doubt would be removed on 
examining the condition of the territory, belonging 
to the United States, at the time of -the adoption 
of the constitution, and the obligation they were 
then under to form the same into states, to be ad- 
mitted into the union. 

After the United States had, by the treaty with 
Great Britain, and by a cession from Virginia, and 
certain other states, of their claims, acquired an 
undisputed title to the territory northwest of the 
river Ohio, they passed the ordinance of 1 78r, for 


di viding that territory into- states, and for their ad 
mission into the union. This ordinance ircntitled 
“articles of compact between the original states 
and the people, and states within the said territory, 
forever to remain unalterable. 0 It recites the ob- 
ject and design to be “for extending the fundamen. 
tal principles of civil and religious liberty, which 
form tbe basis whereon these republics, their laws, 
and constitutions are created; to fix and establish 
those principles, as the basis of all laws, constitu- 
tions, and governments, which forever hereafter 
shall be formed in said territory; tq provide also 
for the establishment of states at as early a period 
as may be consistent with the general interest. 0 
It then provides as one of the articles to remain 
forever unalterable, that “there shall be neither 
slavery, nor involuntary servitude in the said terri- 
tory. 0 The state of Virginia, ufth four other slave- 
holding states, assented to this compact. And 
Virginia afterwards expressly ratified it by an act 
of its legislature. The states mentioned in tbe 
ordinance, and in which slavery was to be thus for- 
ever prohibited, were still to be admitted on an 
equal footing with the original states. Of course, 
the prohibition of slavery was not supposed to be 
incompatible with their sovereignty. 

The United States having thus pledged their 
faith, and bound themselves to admit these states 
into the union, with a perpetual prohibition of 
slavery, it would seem to be impossible that the 
constitution, which was soon after formed, and 
certainly with a full knowledge of the ordinance, 
should not have been Intended and understood to 
confer on congress the requisite power to perform 
the obligation. 

In further proof that the constitution must have 
been so understood, might be cited the act express- 
ly confirming this ordinance, among the first doings 
of congress under the constitution. In conformity 
with this understanding of tbe constitution, have 
the states north west of the Ohio been admitted 
into the union, subject to perpetual prohibition 
of slavery. Most of the other new states have 
likewise been admitted on such conditions as con- 
gress, deeming them to be suitable to their respec- 
tive situations, has been pleased to prescribe. 

This being the construction given to the consti- 
tution immediately after its adoption, and which 
has been acted upon without opposition, and ac- 
quiesced in for more than thirty years, it was not 
to have been expected that its correctness would, 
at this late period, have been drawn into question a 

It must be recollected that this cotemp oraneous 
construction of the constitution was made by those, 
who had the best possible means of knowing what 
was the true intent. Many of the distinguished 
members of the convention, which formed the con- 
stitution, were at that time in the national councils. 

Neither these states, themselves, so admitted on 
prescribed conditions, nor any body in their behalf, 
have heretofore doubted that they were on an e<jual 
footing with the original states, or that they enjoy- 
ed all the rights essential to their sovereignty. 

The legislature of Virginia attributes this early 
construction of the constitution, so uniformly fol- 
lowed by the general government, and acquiesced 
in by tbe states* to the score of misapprehension. 
And an intimation seems to be given to the newly 
admitted states, that the conditions and stipulations 
on which they were admitted, and which were so- 
lemnly ratified by them, are of no binding force. 
The dangerous tendency of such a doctrine is too 
apparent to need comment. 
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The legislature of Virginia admits “that this sub- 
ject addresses itself very strongly to their interest, 
as well as their feelings.** If the obviously just and 
long settled construction of the constitution, in a 
particular of great national concernment, may, in a 
moment of excitement, be set aside in favor of sup- 
posed doubts, raised by the excess of ingenuity of 
reasoning, no ground of security will remain for the 
equal rights of the states; and the foundation of the 
union itself may be shaken. 

An argument against the power of congress to 
prevent the extension of slavery to new states is 
attempted to be raised from the general scope of 
the constitution, and from the nature of our free 
institutions. The legislature of Virginia says, “it 
can never be believed that an association of free 
and independent states, formed for the purpose of 
general defence, Of establishing justice, and of se- 
curing the blessings of liberty to themselves and 
their posterity, ever contemplated the acquisition 
of territory for the purpose of establishing and per- 
petuating for others and their posterity that colo- 
nial bondage, against which they themselves had so 
lately revolted/* “Power may enslave them (the 
inhabitants of territories) longer, but the laws of 
nature and of justibe, the genius of our political 
institutions, and our own example, proclaim their 
title to break their bonds and assert tbeir freedom/* 
Can this have been intended for calm reasoning, to 
convince the understandings of those to whom it 
purports to be addressed; or was it designed to 
produce an effect on the feelings and conduct of 
the inhabitants of the territory of Missouri, then 
demanding admission into the union ? It is hoped 
it will never be believed that this association of free 
states, formed for the noble purposes above stated, 
ever contemplated the acquisition of teritory for 
the purpose of establishing or extending bondage 
of any kind. 

If the constitution gives to congress the power 
in question, it is not perceived that there is any 
•tipulation in the treaty, which ceded Louisiana to 
the United States, that forbids the exercise of it, 
in providing for the admission into the union of the 
territory of Missouri. The provision of the treaty, 
which is supposed to impose on congress the obliga- 
tion of admitting the territory unconditionally, is the 
following: “The inhabitants of the ceded territory 
shall be incorporated into the union of the United 
States, and admitted as soon as possible, according 
to the principles of the federal constitution, to the 
enjoyment of all the rights, advantages and immu- 
nities of citizens of the United States/* It is not 
believed that this provision can have any effect 
whatever on the question. The admission into the 
union is to be according to the principles of the 
constitution. If congress may, according to those 
principles, make the prohibition of slavery a condi- 
tion of the admission, then surely the admission, 
subject to that prohibition, cannot be at variance 
With those principles. 

The rights mentioned in the treaty are such as 
are conferred by the constitution of the United 
States on its citizens, among which the right to hold 
slaves (if such right there be) is not one. Admit- 
ting, subject to the proposed inhibition of slavery', 
the inhabitants of Missouri would have enjoyed 
the same rights, as citizens of the United States, as 
do the citizens of the states on the north side of 
the river Ohio, or as do the citizens of other states, 
where slavery is not tolerated, and who, as is hoped, 
will not be soon convinced that they do not enjoy 
all the rights, appertaining to a citizen of the Unit- 
ec} States, 


To avoid this conclusion, the legislature of Vir- 
ginia contends that the clause “according to the 
principles of the federal constitution/* is no more 
than a qualification of the time of admission. But 
the constitution neither states nor even alludes to 
any principle whatever to designate or determine 
the time for the admission of a new state. Such 
construction of those words would therefore ren- 
der them wholly inoperative, and consequently 
must be rejected. 

The toleration of slaver}* in a portion of our com- 
mon country has long furnished matter of reproach 
on our national character, strong hopes were en- 
tertained, that, instead of the zeal now shown for 
enlarging the baneful operation, suitable measures 
would have been adopted for its gradual abolition. 
Congress having the power, is bound by considera- 
tions of justice and humanity, and by a regard to 
the general welfare of the nation, to prevent the 
further extension of this evil. 

To attempt to wrest this power from congress 
affords just cause of alarm. It is apparent that 
slavery creates habits and interests peculiar to the 
states tolerating it, and that it constitutes between 
them a strong bond of union. To this cause is to 
be ‘attributed the unparalleled unanimity of every 
senator and representative of the slave-holding 
states, on the passing of the late act by congress, 
affecting this subject. 

Should this odious bond of union be permitted to 
be extended, without opposition, it will soon pro- 
duce such a combination of political power, as may 
be sufficient permanently to control all the mea- 
sures of the national councils. 

By the constitution a disproportionate share of 
political power is conceded to the slave-holding 
states, on account of their slaves. And although 
the equivalent, given to the states not tolerating 
slavery, has- in a great degree failed, by reason of 
the government's seldom resorting to direct taxa- 
tion for revenue, yet no complaint is made, while 
the advantage is confined to the original states, the 
parties to the compact, or even to new states, form- 
ed within their limits. But new states, formed out 
of territory not included within the original limits 
of the United States, have no claim to this advan- 
tage. And the granting of it to them, when nothing 
in their situation renders it necessary, is an act of 
injustice towards the states now allowing slavery , 
and which, if persevered in, may in the end, destroy 
their just share of power and influence in the gene- 
ral government and and endanger their safety. 

Which said report was approved and agreed to, 
as expressing the opinion of this legislature. There- 
fore, 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives, 
in general court convened. That, in the opinion of 
this legislature, the congress of the United States 
has, by the constitution, the right, in admitting new 
states into the union, to prescribe the prohibition 
of slavery as one of the conditions on which such 
state shall be admitted. 

That, in the case of Missouri, to which, by the 
preamble and resolutions of the general assembly 
of Virginia, the attention of this legislature has been 
called, that right remained in full force, unimpaired 
either by the treaty undfcr which that territory was 
acquired,’ or any subsequent acts of the general 
government: 

That, in the opinion of this legislature, the ex- 
istence of slavery within the United States, is a 
great moral as well as political evil, the toleration 
of which can be justified by necessity alone, and 
that the further extension of it ought to be prevent- 
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ed, by the due exercise of the power vested in the | 
general government: I 

Resolved, That the governor of this state be re- 
quested to transmit a copy of the foregoing report 
and resolutions to the government of the state of 
Virginia. 

Passed house of representatives — Yeas, 194; nays, 
none. 

Passed in senate — Yeas, 11‘; nays, none. 


Law Case. 

FROM TBS SOUTH AH N PATRIOT. 

James Patton, jua. 1 

rt. I 

Sute Banlv t 

same. f . 

vs. I 

Bank South Carolina. J 

This was an action of assumpsit, tried before the 
honorable the recorder, in the inferior city court 
of Charleston, May 1820; in which the jury found 
a special verdict in the following words:— “We find 
that on the 10th of August, 1819, five lialves of five 
bank bills, of the bank of the defendants, payable 
to bearer, and amounting together, before they 
•were cut, to the sum of one hundred and eighty 
dollars, the property of the plaintiff*, were enclosed 
by the agent of the plaintiff in a letter which was 
lodged in the post office at Salisbury and directed 
to the plaintiff at Philadelphia; that, on the fifteenth 
of the same month, the remaining halves of the 
said bills were forwarded to the plaintiff by mail, 
by the same person, from the same place, and duly 
secured by the plaintiff; but, the five half bills en- 
closed and directed to him by mail, as aforesaid, on 
the 10th of August, never reached the plaintiff, in 
consequence of the mail, in which they were, being 
robbed, and the letter and said half bills feloniously 
taken away by persons unknown. That the plain- 
tiff thereupon caused the said half bills which came 
to his hands, as aforesaid, to be shown and present- 
ed at the bank of defendants in Charleston, and 
full payment of the whole to be demanded of de- 
fendants— he, the said plaintiff, offering at the same 
time to give a bond of indemnity to save the bank 
harmless from any future liability to any one on the 
five other halves of the said bills, which plaintiff* 
had been thus deprived of; that the defendants re- 
fused to accept the indemnity offered, or to pay the 
half bills as if they were whole— but offered, ac- 
cording to the custom of* the state bank in this city, 
(which custom we find exists) to pay plaintiff nine- 
ty dollars, being the moiety of the whole five bills, 
which plaintiff refused to accept. Now, if the court 
should be of opinion that if defendants, by law, 
were liable to pay the whole of the said five bills, 
upon the presentation of the said half five bills, 
under the circumstances aforesaid, then we find for 
the plaintiff g 180, with interest from the time of 
the demand, and costs; but if, on the contrary', the 
court should be of opinion that the defendants were 
not bound to pay the whole, unless the whole of 
the notes or bills were presented for payment, then 
we find for the defendants, with costs.” 

On this verdict, judgment was awarded for the 
plaintiff, and a motion was made to reverse that 
judgment, on the ground that the facts found, en- 
titled the defendants to a judgment, half notes be- 
ing negociable under the custom established by the 
verdict, at half their whole value, 

The following opinion qf the hpparable the re- 
corder, on the question made, accompanied the re- 
port: 

«In determining the question arising under these 
special verdicts, I shall not consider the effect 


which might be produced by an indemnity being 
given to the defendants; nor shall I be influenced 
by the custom found to exist in the state bank and 
the bank of South Carolina, of paying a moiety of 
| the amount of a bill, when half of it is presented; 
because I think that this court cannot order or judge 
of an indemnity, neither can a verdict be given by 
the jury requiring the execution of such a condi- 
tion. Nor is usage admissible to contradict or ex-’ 
plain the meaning and import of a writing, the 
terms of w hich are unambiguous. The meaning of 
a bank note is to be collected from its language; its 
language is plain and not to be misunderstood, its 
popular and technical import are the same; it must 
therefore be governed by the rules that relate to si- 
milar instruments. The only question then re- 
maining is, whether the defendants are bound to 
pay the whol$ amount of the bills deolared upon, 
under the circumstances found in the verdicts up- 
on the presentment of the halves, unaccompanied 
by any proof of the physical destruction of the 
other halves not produced. The jury have found 
that the halves not produced, have been stoleh by 
persons unknown; ars the court can intend nothing 
which is not contained in the verdict, the stolen 
halves musi be regarded as being in existence. On 
the parts of the defendants, it is contended that 
the plaintiff's cannot recover, unless they exhibit 
the' notes, or prove their destruction, or show that 
their negotiability has ceased; and disappears to me 
to be a correct presentment of the case. If the nego-. 
ciability of the missing halves be destroyed, so that 
the banks cannot twice be recurred to for their 
payment, they run no risk in paying their total 
amount to the plaintiffs; it would, therefore, seem 
unreasonable, where the banks are absolved from 
this responsibility, that the plaintiffs, admitted to be 
the bona fide owners of the bills before they were 
divided, should, nevertheless, not be able to reco- 
ver their amount. By the defendants it has been 
said , that a bank note is money; that, in law, it i* 
regarded as such, and that their would be no more 
impropriety ip subjecting a bank to the paymemt 
of 8100, upon the production of half of a note of that 
denomination, than in compelling it to give a dol? 
lar or a doubloon, on the production of moieties of 
these coins. On the other hand, it is urged by the 
plaintiff, that a bank bill is an acknowledgment of 
a debt due by the bank tq the holder of it; that, in 
its nature, it is not negociable, and cannot be so 
rendered by the bank. Both of these positions ap- 
pear to me to be incorrect. It is true that a bank 
bill is generally received as money; that it passes 
as current as money, and that a tender in bank 
bills, in England, if not objected to, is a legal ten- 
der. But general practice and convenience will 
not change the nature of things. Notes of indivi- 
duals are frequently taken and passed away as mo- 
ney, but it will not be said that they are so; it is 
requisite that a tender, if demanded, should be 
made in money, and yet an objection to bank notes 
is valid, for the pnly reason that they are not mo- 
ney. Money, according to its legal import, in 
this country, is coined metal, current for specific 
amounts, by the authority of the government. A 
bank note is an evidence that a certain quantity of 
such coin is due to the holder of it, but the bill and 
money differ as much from each other, as a title does 
from an estate, or the power from the fruition. 
That a bank biU is an acknowledgment of a debt 
due to the holder of it, must be'admiUed; but an 
obligation of this nature is perfectly consistent 
with negotiability, and bank notes are as much ne- 
gociable as any commercial instruments with which 
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we are acquainted, and a right of property in them ' 
is as fully transferred by a delivery, as in a promis- 
aory note, payable to order, by an endorsement. 
Upon the face of its bill, a bank promises to pay the 
bearer a certain sum upon demand} according to the 
contract, the bearer, when he asks for its payment, 
is bound to produce it. The general rule is, that a 
person making a demand, should accompany it with 
the evidence of the debt, for the debtor has a right 
to see his obligation cancelled, or to have it deliver- 
ed to him when he is called upon to discharge it. 
This is a rule applying to every species of obliga- 
tion, but especially to a negociabie security, which 
may have legally been transferred to another, at the 
. very time when the original payee makes his de- 
mand for payment. But to almost every general 
rule there are exceptions} the books are full of ca- 
ses, where a party may recover who has lost the evi- 
dence of his claim, upon due proof of its having ex- 
isted, of its contents and of Its loss; to this exception, 
there is again an exception, that a negociabie in- 
strument is not included within it, because if it 
were, a debtor might be twice obliged to discharge 
his debt» but if a negociabie promissory note, not 
endorsed) has been lost, as it is then divested of the 
nature of a negociabie paper, upon the proofs be- 
fore mentioned, a suit can be maintained for its reco- 
very; the same rule governs if a negociabie instru- 
ment has been destroyed^ Chilly 167, 2Ccunpbe 11212. 
Does not the case before us come within the rea- 
son and principle of these exceptions. The bills 
were negociabie when received by the plaintiff 1 , 
they have by no act of theirs been transferred. 
Can the halves which are missing be rendered ne- 
gociabie by any act of the plaintiff or of any other 
persoft? No property in the whole notes can be 
vested in the possessor of the stolen halves— he 
could not produce the evidence of his right; he 
never had the whole notes, and excepting in certain 
instances, within which his case is not embraced, 
to give authority to demand payment of a note, the 
note must be exhibited; he could not prove the 
loss of the halves owned by the plaintiff— they are 
not lost; he could not prove a right of property in 
these halves— he never had it; he could not even 
appear as the prima facie owner— possession is ne- 
cessary for that purpose. Suppose, after the pay- 
ment of these bills to the plaintiff, that the holder 
of the other halves should call upon the bank, and 
• graining, (which is very improbable) that he took 
the missing halves in the course of business, having 
given for them a valuable consideration, still he 
would hold them with notice that the right to the 
amount of them might be in the proprietor of the 
dther halves, and he would consequently be bound, 
by every defence which could legally or equitably 
be insisted upon, against the finder or robber, be- 
cause he would have accepted them under such 
circumstances as would necessarily set him upon 
an enquiry. The individual from whom the receiv- 
er of these halves obtained them, might be liable 
to him, but not the bank, whose notes he never bad. 
If the drawer of a negociabie note have notice be- 
fore payment that it is lost and nevertheless pay it, 
he does so at his perih and it turns out that the re- 
ceiver of it had no title, the drawer will be liable 
to the real owner: — Lovell vs. Martin, in Taunt 
799. This decision relates to a negociabie instru- 
ment, *in which, as in the case of a bank bill, the 
right of property would be prima facit in the hold- 
er. If a bill be lost and found, the finder has no 
property in it against the owner, though he has 
against all other persons:— Salh. 426. Now the 
finder or possessor of the notes in question would 


be in the same situation as the finder of the bill in 
the case quoted, and yet he would have no right 
against the real owners, who wei;e the plaintiffs, 
and who, by the verdict of the jury, have never 
transferred their property. There is a case in 3d 
Camp. 324, where the facts are similar to those 
before us, in which the determination was, that the 
original bona fide holder could not recover. The 
ground upon which lord Ellenborough deckled is; 
That the half of the note, (which had been stolen 
from the mail), might have immediately got into 
the hands of a holder for valuable consideration, 
and lie would have as good a right of suit upon that, 
as the plaintiff upon the other half. 1 should speak 
with very great diffidence, when I said, for the 
reasons before expressed, that it does not seem to 
me that the conclusion of the English judge is war- 
ranted by his premises, were I not sustained in this 
judgment by the decision of two judges of the su- 
preme court of the United States, (published in a 
newspaper and in Niles* Register), which are in ac- 
cordance with the views I have taken. 1 am, there- 
fore, of opinion, that the plaintiffs are entitled to 
recover from the defendants the full amount of the 
bills they have declared upon, together with inte- 
rest from the preriods of their respective demand* 
WM. DRAYTON. 

11th May, 1820. 

Johnson, judge, delivered the opinion of tb« 
court: — 

The grounds on which this motion rests have 
been so fully and able considered in the learned 
opinion of the judge who tried the cause, in whose 
conclusion the court concur, that the expression of 
that concurrence is all that is left to the court. I 
will remark, however, on the question as to the ef- 
fect of cutting or severing the note or bill on its 
negotiability— that the practice of cutting them for 
the purpose of transmitting them by different con- 
veyances, had its origin^ unquestionably, in an opi- 
nion that it destroyed its negociability; so far, there- 
fore, as usage could have any influence as to legal 
construction, it favors the conclusion that a seve- 
rance of the note destroys the negociability. But I 
am fully satisfied that such is the legal effect both 
on authority and principle. The motion is dis- 
charged. 

We concur — 

A. Nott, 

E. H. Bat, 

J. S. RlCUAXDgON. 

Donkin, for plaintiff. 

Phioleau and Gadsdbn, for defendant. 


Naval General Order. 

Navy department, May 10, 1890. 
After the first day of May, 1S21, the “uniform 
dress** for the officers of the navy of the United 
States, shall be hereinafter described, and to which 
all officers of the navy are directed to conform. 

SMITH THOMPSON. 

NAVY UNIFORM. 

Captains of five years standing,— Full dress 
Coat. — Blue cloth, bread lappels and wbit^ lin- 
ing, standing collar, trimmed with gold lace around 
the collar, descending around the lappels to the 
bottom of the coat, the upper part of the cuffs 
around the pocket flaps (above the upper seam of 
the flaps) and around the edges of the pocket flaps; 
these two rows of lace around the pocket flaps 
nearly touch each other; a single lace around every 
button hole; the width of the fee* on all parts of 
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% the coat, excepting around the button holes, is not 
' to be more than three-fourths nor less than five 
eights of an inch; the width of that around the but- 
ton holes is to be one half the width of that on the 
other parts of the coat. 

The buttons arc to be as described in the draw- 
ing No. 1.— There are to be one on each side of the 
standing collar,' nine on each of the lappels, four on 
each of the pocket flaps, and four on ekch of the 
cuffs, two over the skirts of the coat, two on each 
fold between the hip buttons and the end of the 
skirt. On the lappels there are to be open lace 
buttoivholes; on the collar, cuffs and pocket flaps, 
there are to be blank lace button holes; over each 
of the two buttons over the skirt of the coat, there 
i9 to be triangle of lace, and one triangle between 
two, so that there will be three triangles; the folds 
of the skirts are also to be laced. 

Epaulets. — Two gold epaulets, with two silver 
anchors crossed on each. 

Pantaloons and vest, white. The vest to be sin- 
gle breasted and to have nine buttons, and there 
are to be four buttons on and four under each of 
the pocket flaps; the pattern of the button to cor- 
respond with the drawing, No. 1. but the button to 
be smaller so a9 to correspond with garment. — 
When in full dress to wear half boots, cut and thrust 
swords, with yellow mountings and gold laced cock- 
ed hats, the lace not to shew more than one And a 
quarter inches on each side. 

Undress . — Same as full dress, excepting the gold 
lace, white lining and standing collar. 

Captains under Jive years standing , — Full dress* 

• Same as captains of five years standing in all re- 
spects, excepting the anchors on the epaulet; they 
arc to wear one anchor only on each epaulet. 

Undress. — Same as full dress, excepting the gold 
lace, white lining and standing collar. 

A commodore is to wear a silver star on each 
strap of his proper epaulets. 

Master commandants —Full dress . 

Coat.— Blue cloth, with broad lappels and lining 
of the same; standing collar.trimmed with gold lace, 
as follow: around the standing collar descending 
around the lappels to the bottom of the coat, the 
tipper part of the cuffs, around the pocket flaps 
and down the folds with one single lace; four but- 
tons on each of the cuffs, and four on each of the 
pocket flaps, nine on each of the lappels, and one 
on the standing collar; two plain gold Epaulets, — 
buttons as described in the dirawing No. 2. 

Pantaloons and vest, white. Vest single breasted, 
with nine buttons; four under each pocket flap; 
buttons same as those on the coat, but to be pro- 
portionably smaller. 

Undress. Same as full dress, excepting the lace 
and standing collar. 

lieutenants' commandant , and first lieutenants of line 
of battle ships— Full dress . 

Coat.— Blue cloth, broad lappels and lining of 
the same, with nine buttons on each lappel, stand- 
ing collar, with one button; three buttons on each 
of the cufl*9 and three on each of the pocket flaps; 
laced asonnd the collar and cuffs. 

One plain gold epaulet on the right shoulder, 
button No. 2. 

Pantaloons and vest, same as the Masters' com- 
mandant, excepting that they are to have only three 
buttons under each pocket flap. 

Undress. Same as the full dress, excepting the 
lace and standing collar. 

Lieutenants dress and undress . 

Same as lieutenants’ commandant, excepting only 


that they are to wear the the epaulet on the left 
shoulder. 

Masters' commandant, lieutenants' commandant, 
first lieutenants of the line of battle ships and lieu- 
tenants, when in full dress, are to wear half boots, 
cut and thurst swords with yellow mountings, and 
gold laced cocked hat, the lace not to shew more 
than one and a quarter inches on each side. • 
Midshipmen's full dress. 

Coat. — Blue cloth, with lining of the same, the 
lapi% ls to be short, with six buttons standing collar 
with a diamond form of gold lace, on each side not 
exceeding two inches square, no battens on the 
cuffs or pockets, the buttons to be according to the 
drawing No. 4. When in full dress to wear plain 
cocked hats, half boots, and cut and thrust swords, 
with yellow mountings. 

Pantaloons and vest, white, the same as lieuten- 
ants, except the buttons on the pocket flaps. 

Undress. A short coat, rolling cape, with a but- 
ton on each side. 

Hospital surgeon's — Full dress. 

Coat— Blue cloth, with broad lappels, and lining 
of the same; nine buttons on the lappels, standing 
collar, three buttons below each of the pockets, 
and three buttons on each of the cuffs; two rows 
of gold lace, not exceeding one and a fourth inches 
broad, around the upper edge of the cuffs and 
around the collar; one laced button-hole on each 
side of the collar, with a button;— to be according 
to drawing No. 3. 

Pantaloons and vest, white. Nine buttons to the 
breast of the vest; plain cocked hat, half boots, and 
small sword. 

Undress — Same as full dress, excepting the lace 
on the cuffs, and instead of a standing collar a roll- 
ing cape, edged with gold cord. 

Surgeons'— Full dress . 

Coat— Blue cloth, broad lappels, and linihg of 
the same; nine buttons on the lappels, standing col- 
lar, two laced button holes on each side of the- col- 
lar, three buttons below each of the pockets, and 
three buttons on each of the cuffs; buttons. No. 3. 

Pantaloons and vest, white Nine buttons to the 
breast of the vest; cocked bat plain, half boots, and 
small swords. 

Undress. — The same as the full dress, excepting 
the laced button-holes and standing collar. 

Surgeons mates' — Full dress. * 

Coat. — Blue cloth, with broad lappels, and lining 
of the same; nine buttons, standing collar, with one 
button and laced button-hole on each side; two but- 
tons below each of the pockets, and two buttons on 
each of the cuffs; buttons, No. 3. 

Pantaloons and vest, white. Cocked hat, plain 
half boots, and dirk. 

Undress . — Same as full dress, except standing 
collar,— collar to be rolling. 

Sailing masters' — Full dress. 

Coat.— Blue cloth, with standing collar; broad 
lappels, and lining of the same kind; buttons on the 
lappels, and on the standing collar, three on each 
of the pocket flaps, and three on each of the cuffs; 
buttons, No. 4 . 

Pantaloons and vest, white. Plain cocked hat, 
half boots, and cut and thrust swords, with yellow^ 
mounting. 

Undress. — Same as full dress, excepting the 
standing collar; they are to wear a rolling cape, 
without buttons on the collar. 

Pursers'— Full dress. 

Coat. — Blue cloth, with standing collar^ broad 
lappels and lining of the same, with nine buttons 
on each of the lappels; cuffs open behind, wigi 
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three buttons, two above and one below; collar 
Jaced around with gold lace, not exceeding' halt an 
inch wide, with one button on each side; the folds 
to have each three buttons, and three buttons under 
each pocket; button. No. 3. 

Pantaloons and vest, white. Cocked hat, plain 
half boots and dirk. 

Undress . — Same as full dress, excepting the 
standing collar — the cape to f be rolling, without 
any button. 

Masters' mates, same as midshipmen, with an ad* 
dition of three buttons on each of the cuffs. 

Boatswains, gunners, carpenters, sail makers— 
short blue coats, with eight buttons on each of the 
lappels; rolling cape, blue pantaloons, white vest, 
round hats, with cockade; no side arms; button, 
No. 3. 

All other officers permitted to wear blue panta- 
loons, round hats, and dirks in undress. 


Foreign Articles. 

GREAT BRITAIN AMD IRELAND* 

The arrival of the queen was confidently an- 
nounced; and much importance is attached to her 
return home. 

The coronation is to be very economically con- 
ducted — to cost only 100,0 001. The dress of a peer 
and peeress on this occasion, is to cost 1000/. 

On a question in the house of commons, to abolish 
the office of fifth baron of the exchequer in Scot- 
land, (a nominal office, which costs 200 01. a year) 
the ministers had a majority of only eight members 
against it— 386 members present. 

The subject of the Manchester meeting was 
again to be brought before parliament. 

Sir Francis Burdett told Canning that he was 
*«drunk with insolence," in the house of commons. 

It is said, that sir F. Burdett has been fined 5000/. 
ami sentenced to three years imprisonment, for 
writing his famous letter about the Manchester 
massacre — (see last vol. of the Register, page 110). 
Sir Charles Wolesley and Mr. Harrison have also 
been subjected to be imprisoned a year and a half, j 
Mr. Hunt for two yean and a half, and several other 
persons for shorter periods, for alleged offences. 

A petition has been presented to the house of 
commons, by lord Sefton, signed by 40U respectable 
inhabitants of Liverpool, praying that in the new 
arrangements respecting the civil list, the crown 
may be properly restricted in its power of granting 
pensions and sinecures without the intervention of 
parliament. 

A general meeting of ship owners was held on 
the 17th May, at the city of London tavern, for the 
purpose of considering a petition to parliament 
against any alteration in the existing laws, that may 
be prejudicial to British shipping. 

A barber in Dumfries has been fined SI. for shav- 
ing in his own house and shop on a Sunday. 

Stocks, May 18—3 per cent- consols 69. Wheat, 
69t. 8d. per quarter, I 

lEARCI. 

The ex-emperor's friends are said to be trouble- 
some, and a number have been arrested. 

Societies of ladies are forming at Paris, to pro- 
vide funds for buying masses for the soul of the 
duke of Berri, and prayers for the safe delivery of 
his widow. 

French liberty of the press . Mr. B. Constant, a dis- 
tinguished orator of the party of libereaux , has stat- 
ed to the chamber of representatives, that having 
been scandalously libelled in one of the minor jour- 
nals he had prepared^an answer, which fully re- 


lated the foul calumniator who had assailed him, 
when, to his utter astonishment, the reply had been 
suppressed by the public censors of the press! 

NETHERLANDS. 

I Law cate. A person, named Gramer, was arrest* 
ed and brought before the superior court at Ghent, 
to answer a charge preferred by a Spanish agent, of 
enlisting troops for the service of the patriots in 
South America. His counsel admitted the fact, and, 
after much argument, Mr. Gramer was acquitted by 
the court. 


spain. 

The investigation of the Cadiz massacre was pur- 
suing with great activity. Gens. Campana, Valdez 
and other distinguished persons, had been ar- 
rested. 

On the 18th of May, a great bull fight was given 
at Cadiz, in honor pf the adoption of the constitu- 
tion — in the midst of the scene, the staging erected 
for the accommodation of the multitude, gave way, 
and 150 of the people were killed. This was attri- 
buted to a design of the priests, and it caused con- 
siderable commotion in this city. 

GERMANY. 

The elector of Hesse lately put a commercial tra- 
veller to prison for six months, for finding fault 
with the state of the roat<Ja! 

WFtPf INDIES. 

We learn from St. Thomas* that the patriot pri- 
vateers are very troublesome off that island, cap- 
turing and robbing many vessels going in and out. 

Several new papers have been established at 
Havana since the adoption of the new constitu- 
tion, of rather singular titles— one is called" The 
•Mosquito” another, the «• Constitutional Medicine 
Chest ” &c. 

The revenue of Cape Henry , Hayti, for 1819, was 
as follows: 

Import duty, £147,500 

Export do 73,000 

Wharfage, 10,000 

Wharf fees, 3,000 


Total £235,500 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

At our last dates, the constitution had not been 
proclaimed at Caraccas. Morillo waited for official 
information. 


CHRONICLE. 

An Oratorio was lately performed at St. Paulas 
church, Baltimore. The music was indeed sweet, 
but the result much sweeter— for, after deducting 
all necessary expenses, it placed the handsome sum 
of seven hundred and three dollars *, 67 cent^ in the 
hands of the ladies directors of the female charity 
school; a well managed and highly interesting insti- 
tution 

The U. States’ ship John Mams has sailed for 
the coast of Africa, to assist the Cyane and Hornet 
in clearing it of slave ships. 

The Guineamtn begin to act more and more con- 
sistently — being pirates as well as manstcalers and 
dealers in the blood of men. Many vessels have 
| lately been robbed by these villians. 

The Rondeau. Other persons late of the priva- 
teer Jbrig Rondeau, have been arrested at various 
places. It would 9eem that nearly all of the crew 
are now in confinement. The late captain. Miles, 
and those who were put in the boat with him, safely 
reached Granada. 

During outrage. We briefly noticed in our last,- 
page 526, the arrival of certain perrons at Baltimore 
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in a pilot boat, late officers, passengers and crew a taxed bridle on a taxed road; and the dying 
of the Spanish ship Santiago, bound from St. Jago Englishman pouring, his medicine which has paid 
de Cuba to this city; By additional particulars we seven per cent, into a spoon, which has paid fifteen 
learn, that this vessel was captured within 6 or 7 per cent., flings himself back upon his chintz bed 
miles of the land and in six fathom* water, by a brig which has paid 22 per cent.— makes his will on an 
now called the^olivar, and commanded by Joseph 8/ sump, and expires in the arms of an apotbeca- 
Almeida, of Baltimore, which brig only a few days ry, who has paid 100/. for the privilege of putting 
since left Norfolk under the name of the Wilson, him to death. His whole property is then taxed 
with a short crew, a number of persons having left from 2 to 10 per cent., besides the probate. Large 
her and others being detained as enlisted illegally fees are demanded for bury ing him in the chancel? 
—and that she is waiting off our coast until she pro- his virtues are handed dqwn to posterity on taxed 
cures her complement. The £5,000 in specie marble, and he is then gathered to his fathers to be 
which were on board, appears certainly to have taxed no more.” 

belonged to persons in this city; but thiswas car- Distance/ Quebec is 591 miles from New-York 
ried off as well as eight of the crew of the Santiago, —it is regularly travelled by steam boats and stages 
who were impressed into the service of Almeida, in about eighty -four hours. 


notwithstanding their entreaties and tears. Those I 
unfortunates were Spaniards. 

ft would be well, if light vessels, in instant rea 
diness for service, were sUtioned at certain of our 
ports, for the purpose of bringing those who com- 
mit acts like the preceding to immediate justice 
Pensioners' muster. On the 28th ultimo, a batta' 


Penn's treaty -with the Indians , 1682, under the 
elm tree that lately stood in Kensington, Philadel- 
phia. Of this treaty, Voltaire observed — “it was 
the first made between those people and the Chris- 
tians that was not ratified with an oath, and that was 
never broken.” 

Precious opal. — Two mines of precious opal, have 


lion of revolutionary pensioners mustered in Court- !» te 'y b * e " discovered in the kingdom of Mexico, 
street, Salem, Mass' to make oath to •.their poverty the . Strict of Gracias de Dios, sixty Sps.mli 
before the judge. After which they partook of re- ! w * e \ ,n l t . he I nter , ,or of Hondures.-The opals are 

'/fc*.™./™, «. "'l 1 *. Ay -blue Giruol,,nd tbe Mn o|»t of Sm 

higher honor than to be called his fellow-soldiers, nenschmiclt. 

The 'bloody 8th' Massachusetts regiment - In every Rho tie- Island. At the late session of the legisli- 

battle, ‘the first in, and the last out.* ture of this state, the amendments to the constitu- 

Our surviving selves-- We have lived to see pos- tion of the United States, proposed by Pennsyhi 
terity— may posterity not forget us. nia, Ohio and Indiana, were rejected. 

Forhtown and Saratoga— The day has been we Llw CAaE . From the York Commercial Adoer. 

could lead armies captive we now surrender to The following important decision has bee* 

enemies none can resist-palsy, rheumatism, asth- communicated to us as having recently been made 
ma, poverty, lameness, blindness, and a host of ills, 
that beset us like armed men. 

The 29th of June , 1778 — \t Monmouth Court- 
house we made our marks with our bayonets — The 
28th of June, 1820, at Salem Court-house we han- 
dle goose-quills to prove our poverty. 

The evening of our days— After our sleepless 


in the state ofNew-Jcrsej: 

‘‘Phebe, a coloured girl, having been introduced 
into this state some years since from New-Jerseyjby 
captain D. Hoff, and not registered a a the law re- 
quired, became free. Some time thereafter, she re- 
turned to New Jersey to visit her mother, (a free 
woman) where she was seized by captain Roff, or 


nights on the cold ground, our hard and toilsome agent, and, by judge Crane of Newark, commit- 

marches, and our V alley Forge encampments, may to the j a n 0 f Essex county for the crime of being 

the sunshine of public favor fall on our hoary locks claimed as a slave or servant. On the 16th June 
till the end of life's campaign. ihst. application was made to chief justice Kirkps* 

Glory. In the Edinburg Review of Dr. Seybert*s trick, oy Richd. Dean, a coloured man of this city, 
“Statistical Annals of the United States,” there is an for a writ of habeas corpus , which his honor immedi- 
admonition to the Americans to abstain from mar- ately granted, returnable at his chambers in New- 
tial glory. “We can inform them, (says the re- Brunswick on Tuesday the 20th, which writ was 
viewer,) what are the inevitable consequences of served upon the jailor of Essex county, capt. Chris- 
being too fond of glory. Taxes upon every article tie, by the aforesaid Richard Dean. On the 20th, 
which enters into the mouth, or covers the back, or Phebe was brought before the chief justice, when 
is placed under the foot— taxes upon every thing his honor, after examining the return, and the 
which is pleasant to see, hear, feel, smell, or taste cause of commitment, very promptly declared, that 
— taxes upon warmth, light or locomotion — taxes he knew of no law in New Jersey that would aotho- 
on every thing on earth, and the waters under the rise the master of a slave or servant to imprison ia 
earth — on every thing that comes from abroad, or any jail, such slave or servant; and he therefore or- 
is grown at home— taxes on the raw material — taxes dered the prisoner to be discharged. The chief 
on every fresh value that is added to it by the indus- justice further observed, that a writ of habeas cor-' 
try of men — taxes on the sauce which pampers pus did not authorise him to enquire into any other 
man's appetite, and the drug that restores him to subject than the mere cause of commitment 
health— on the ermine which decorates the judge, This decision may be considered a very import- 
ami the rope which hangs the criminal — on the ant one, and therefore ought to be promulgated 
poor man's salt, and the rich man's spice; oo the not only in the state of New Jersey, but, as it is » 
brass nails of the coffin, and the ribbands of the very common custom in other places for master* ts 
bride — at bed or at board, couchant or levant, we imprison persons claimed to be slaves, throughout 
must pay ! The schoolboy whips his taxed toy — every part of the country where such a practice 
the beardless youth manages the taxed horse with prevails.” 


PMI.NTKD BT WILLIAM OGDSS NILES, AT THE FXAXKLIN PRESS, WATER-STREET, EAST OF SOUnt-STRCTT- 
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nu, Tiber in the latter), are pretty nearly disposed to 
leave all things to “regulate themselves,** provided 
such was th? general opinion and concurrence of 
nations. But no one can expect this to happen: a 
large part of the revenues of every commercial 
nation is built upon systems of restriction or impo* 
sition on products of the people of other nations. 
Great Britain, especially, is so situated — if she would 
sdlow her subjects to eat and drink, (the great es- 
sentials of life), at the cheapest rate that they 
might, a very large portion of the taxes could not be 
paid— say, the land taxes, the excises, poor rates, 
and ty the 9 . One case may be sufficient to shew the 
whole operation of what is here alluded to: the 
United Slates would gladly supply Great Britain 
with wheat at 100 or 110 cents per bushel; but it 
now costs the consumer there 200 cents, and it is 
still nearly 25 cents below the price at which it may 
be imported from us — for the reason that, unless 
the price is thus kept up by violence, the land 
holder and the farmers cannot possibly pay the 
dues which the necessities of government require. 
It is thus in respect to fifty other tilings, and more 
or less so in regard to almost every civilized coun- 
try. Ilence we believe that, although some may 
honestly wish for a change in the general policy of 
Great Britain, as to restrictions on imports and 
bounties on exposts, there are few, if any, in that 
country, who really expect that parliament can ma- 
terially change the commercial system of the realm. 
If the "will existed, the power is lost by the wants of 
the government — which must go on in its old way, 
and add tax to tax and duty to duty until the nation- 
al debt is sputtgtd by a revolution. 

But our present object is only to introduce the 
following papers, not to enter into the merits of the 
matter under consideration — to which, though. con- 
tending interests are sufficiently apparent, we may 
add, that the land holders and fanners are also 
begging for further protection; and, indeed, situat- 
ed ak they are, they need it—the poor rates alone, 
in many parts of the country, being of a greater 
amount per acre, than the very best situated and 
richests farms in the United States would rent for ! 
xxhchaxt’s petitiou. 

To the honorable the house oj commons of the united 
kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland: 

The bumble petition of the undersigned merchants 

of the city of London, shewkth: 

That foreign commerce is eminently conducive 
to the wealth aud prosperity of a country, by ena- 
bling it to import the commodities for the produc- 
tion of which the soil, climate, capital and industry 
of other countries are best calculated, and to export 
in payment those articles for which its own situa- 
tion is better adapted. 

That freedom from restraint is calculated to give 
the utmost extension to foreign trade, and the best 
direction to the capital and industry of the country. 

That the maxim of buying in the cheapest mar- 
ket, aud selling in the dearest, which regulates eve- 
ry merchant in his individual dealings, is strictly 
applicable, as the best rule for the trader of the 
whole nation. 

That a policy fouhded on these principles, would 
render the commerce of the world an interchange 
of mutual advantages, and diffuse an increase of 
wealth and enjoyments'among the inhabitants of 
each state. 

That, unfortunately, a policy the very reverse of 
this has been, and is, irfore or less, adopted and 
acted upon by the government of this and of every 
other country, each trying to exclude the produa- 
tions of other countries, with the specious and well 


meant design of encouraging its own productions 1 
thus inflicting on the bulk of its subjects who are 
consumers, the necessity of submitting to privations , 
in the quantity or quality of commodities; and thus 
rendering what ought to be the source of mutual 
benefit and of harmony among the states, a con- 
stantly recurring occasion of jealousy and hos- 
tility. 

That the prevailing prejudices in favor of the 
protective or restrictive system, may be traced to 
the erroneous supposition that every importation 
of foreign commodities occasions a diminution c.r 
dischuragement of our own productions to the 
same extent; whereas,, it may be clearly shewn, 
that, although the particular desepription of pro- 
duction which could not stand against unrestrained 
foreign competition would be discouraged; yet as 
no importation could be continued for any length 
of time without a corresponding exportation, direct 
or indirect, there would be an encouragement, for 
the purpose of that exportation, of some other pro- 
duction to which our situation might be better suit- 
ed; thus affording at least an equal, and probably 
a greater, and certainly a more beneficial, employ- 
ment to our own capital and labor, 

) That/of the'numerous protective and prohibitory 
duties of our commercial code, it may be proved 
that, while all operate as a very heavy tax on the 
community at large, very few are of any ultimate 
benefit to the classes in whose favor they were ori- 
ginally instituted, and none to. the extent of the 
loss occasioned by them to other classes. 

That among the other evils of the restrictive or 
protective system, not the least is, that the artificial 
protection of one branch of industry, or source of 
production against foreign competition, is set up as' 
a ground of claim by other branches for similar 
protection; so that if the reasoning upon which 
these restrictive or prohibitory regulations are 
founded, were followed out consistently, it would 
not stop short of excluding us from all foreign com- 
merce whatsoever. And the same train of argu- 
ment, which, with corresponding prohibitions and 
protective duties, should exclude us from foreign 
trade, might be brought forward to justify the re* 
enactment of restrictions upon the interchange of 
productions, (unconnected with public revenue), 
among the kingdoms composing the union, or 
among the counties of the same kingdom. 

That an investigation of the effects of the re- 
strictive system at this time, is peculiarly called for, 
as it may, in the opinion of your petitioners, lead 
to a strong presumption that the distress which now 
so generally prevails, is considerably aggravated 
by that system; and that some relief may be obtain- 
ed by the earliest practicable removal of such of 
the restraints as may be shewn to be most injurious 
to the capital and industry of the community, and 
to be attended with no compensating benefit to the 
public revenue. 

That a declaration against the anti commercial prin - * 
ciples of our restrictive system is of the more importance 
at the present juncture, inasmuch as to several instan- 
ces of recent occurrence , the merchants and manufac- 
turers in foreign states have assailed their respective 
governments -with application* for further protective or 
prohibitory duties and regulations , urging the example 
and authority of this country , against which they art 
almost exclusively directed , as a sanction for the policy 
of such measures. And certainly if the reasoning upon 
which our restrictions have been defended is worth any 
thing , it will apply in behalf of the regulations of fo- 
reign states against us. They insist upon our superi- 
ority in capital midmachinery, as we do upon their covir- 
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parative exemption from taxation t, and idith equal foun* 
elation. 

That nothing would more tend to counteract the 
commercial Inutility of foreign state*, than the adop- 
tion of a more enlightened and more conciliatory 
policy on the part of this country. 

That, although a matter of mere diplomacy, it 
may sometimes answer to hold out the removal of 
particular prohibitions or high duties as depending 
upon corresponding concessions by other states in 
our favor, it-does not follow that we should main- 
tain our restrictions, in cases where the desired con- 
cessions on their part cannot be obtained. Our re- 
strictions would not be the less prejudicial to our 
own capital and industry, because other govern- 
ments persisted in preserving impolitic regulations. 

That, upon the whole, the most liberal would 
prove to be the most politic course on such occa- 
sions. 

That, independent of the direct benefit to be de- 
rived by this country on every occasion of such 
concession or relaxation, a great incidental object 
would be gained, by the recognition of a sound 
principle or standard to which oil subsequent ar- 
rangements might be referred; and by the salutary 
influence which a promulgation of such just views 
by the legislature, and by the nation at large, could 
not fail to have on the policy of other states. 

That in thus declaring, as yonr petitioners do, 
their conviction of the impolicy and injustice of the 
restrictive syslem, and in desiring every practica- 
ble relaxation of it, they have in view only such parts 
of it as are not connected , or are only subordinate ly so, 
•with the public revenue. As long as the necessity for 
the present amount of revenue subsists, your peti- 
tioners cannot expect so important a branch of it 
as the customs to be given up, nor to be materially 
diminished, unless some substitute, less objectiona- 
ble, be suggested. But it is against every reotric- 
live regulation of trade, not essential to thei'evenue — 
against all duties merely protective from foreign 
competition, and against the excess of such duties 
as are partly for the purpose of revenue, and partly 
for that of protection, that the prayer of the pre- 
sent petition is respectfully submitted to the wis- 
dom of parliament. 

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray, that 
your honorable house will be pleased to take the 
subject into consideration, and to adopt such mea- 
sures as may be calculated to give greater freedom 
to foreign commerce, and thereby to increase the 
resources of the state. 

The following is a oopy of the Edinburgh petition 
to the house of commons: 

The chamber of commerce and manufactures of 
the city of Edinburgh, having been instituted by 
royal charter, for the express purpose of watching 
over the commercial interests of that part of the 
united kindom, humbly conceive it a duty highly 
incumbent on them, at a period of unprecede med 
pressure on every branch of mercantile industry, 
most respectfully to call the attention of the house 
to the depressed state of foreign commerce, and 
to offer their opinion of the causes that, in a great 
measure, contribute to this depression, whereby the 
general industry of the kingdom is checked, its 
manufactures consequently deeply injured, and its 
revenue in danger of being soon most seriously di- 
minished. 

It appears to your petitioners, that the system 
so long persevered in, ofMayingJieavy duties on im- 
ports from for cign countries, tends directly to les- 


sen the dfemand in those countries for the produce 
of the industry of our own nation. 

That the doctrine maintained by many statesmen, 
that, in order to accumulate wealth by trade, a na- 
tion must export more than it imports, is errone- 
ous. 

That upon this erroneous doctrine is founded tlifp 
present commercial policy ofthis country. 

It appears to your petitioners, that the profits de- 
rived from the exportation of the produce of cur 
manufactures, agriculture, fisheries and mines, can, 
in no other shape, be realized or made effective to 
the increase of the national wealth, but in the form 
of imports. 

That it appears to your petitioners that the sure 
way to increase foreign commerce is, to encourage 
the industry of other nations witli whom we trade, 
or, in other words, to enable them to become our 
customers. 

That, to that end, we should admit on low duties 
the raw produce of other countries, and such arti- 
cles of commerce as we are precluded from produce 
ing by climate or other circumstances. 

That your petitioners consider that the high du t 
ties on Baltic wood and iron, on wines, and more 
particularly on French wines, on raw silk, and on 
many other articles of trade, the produce of foreign 
countries have, directly or indirectly, lessened the 
demind in those countries for the productions of 
the realm — for, by checking the industry of-those 
foreign nations, we disable them from being our 
customers, and we holdout an example to their go- 
vernments, to lay on heavy duties on the manufac- 
tures and other exports from this country. 

That it appears to your petitioners, that this sys- 
tem of restrictive commerce has been folio wed 
since the peace, by the government of almost every 
nation with which we trade, in strict conformity 
with the system adopted by Great Britian. 

That, whatevermay be the perseverance of other 
nations in this system, the British government 
should begin a more liberal and wise commercial 
policy, without regard to reciprocity of benefit be- 
tween us anil any particular nation, because, by en- 
couraging an increased import from one nation, we 
are certain of gaining an increased export directly 
to that nation, or intermediately to some other na- 
tion. 

That it appears to your petitioners, that such a 
liberal system of commercial policy which is thus 
humbly submitted to the consideration of the hono- 
rable house, would produce a greater revenue, from 
the increased quantity of imports, although subject 
only to low ckities, and at the same time would 
promote national industry, as a consequence of pro- 
portional increase of exports. 

Petition if the London sldp owner*. 

To the honorable the commons of the united king- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, in parliament 

assembled. 

The humbte petition of the undersigned ship 
owners of London, 

Sheweth:— That the attention of your petitioners 
has been attracted to a petition which has been late* 
ly presented to your honorable bouse by certain 
merchants of this city, praying for revision of the 
commmercial system established by the existing re- 
strictive revenue laws. 

That the said petitioners declaring the prayer of 
their said petition to be ‘against every restrictive 
regulation of trade not essential to the revenue, and 
against all duties merely protective from foreign 
com pc titioo,* your petitioners sonnet contemplate. 
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without anxiety, the possible admission of a priqci* 
pie which recognizes the advantage alone as the 
guide in framing our commercial code, overlooking 
the claims to protection which your petitioners 
liumbl) conceive those numerous classes of the com- 
munity to possess whose capitals have been em- 
barked in trades, which, being considered of impor- 
tance to the security and greatness of the coun- 
try, have been protected ana have flourished under 
the existing system, aiui must still depend for its 
prosperity upon its permanence. 

That, understanding one of the chief objects 
which the said petitioners seek to obtain, is a re- 
laxation of the navigation laws, your petitioners 
would earnestly implore your honorable house to 
pause ere it sanction an alteration in our maritime 
code, and to weigh well the consequences of a 
departure from that policy under which our com- 
mercial marine has attained to unexampled prospe- 
rity, and our navy to unrivalled power. • 

Your petitioners entreat of your honorable house 
to bear in mind that the experience of more than 
two centuries has shown the advantage Of adhering 
to a system, which, by encouraging shipping and na- 
vigation, has so greatly contributed to the strength 
and general prosperity of the empire; and they beg 
to state to your honorable house their firm convic- 
tion that this system cannot be departed from in any 
material respect without a loss of trade in British 
ships*, in proportion to the increase of foreign trade 
which might be thereby obtained and the conse- 
quent sacrifice of British navigation, and all the 
important interests dependent thereon. 

That your petitioners, however, would have for- 
borne to approach your honorable house with this 
expression of their anxiety, in the confidence that 
they might safely rely on the wisdom of the legis- 
lature to protect from the risk of unadvised expe- 
riment interests so vast and so truly national as those 
of British shipping, had they only, as in the case 
of the proposed alteration of the navigation laws, 
beert menaced with direct attack; but your petition- 
ers, having observed that it is also sought to pro- 
cure an alteration of the existing duties on timber 
in favor of foreign commerce, cannot refrain from 
declaring to your honorable house, respectfully, but 
unhesitatingly, their belief that such a measure 
would be fraught, beyond any other change in our 
existing system that could be devised, with conse- 
uences disastrous to the British ship owner. This 
anger, the greater as it is obvious they feel them- 
selves peculiarly called upon to point out. 

That, although the primary motive of the legisla- 
ture, in encouraging the importation of timber from 
the British colonies, might not be the interests of 
navigation, yet it has proved to be admirably calcu- 
lated for that object, as will appear by the follow, 
ing statement of the progressive increase of the ton- 
nage employed in that trade, viz: — The number of 
ships cleared out from Great Britain to the British 
North American colonies was— 

SHirS. T03T8. KBIT. 

In the year 1814 573 112,731 6,707 

1815 871 174,575 9,701 

1816 772 170,375 8,814 

1817 1009 • 194,996 10,375 

1818 1327 288,501 . 15,108 

. 1819 1525 340,587 17,634 

That this new channel of employment opened 
most opportunely for the relief of British shipping, 
at a period of unprecedented depression; the effect J 
of a transition from war to peace having been more j 
severely felt by your petitioners than by any other | 
class of commerthd capitalists, from the circum I 


stance, in a great degree, of 900 sail of the largest 
kind of merchant vessels, employed in the service 
of government during the war, having been thrown 
at once upon the market, upon the cessation of the 
transport service. 

That, in the year 1819, the whole number of Bri- 
tish ships that cleared out of the ports of Great Bri- 
tain, including their repeated voyages, amounted to 
18,371, of the burden of 2,250,92 7 register tons, 
and navigated by 137,703 men. Of this number, 
1,525 ships, of the burden of 340,587 register tons, 
and navigated by 17,634 men, cleared out for the 
ports of British North America, almost wholly for 
the purpose of bringing home timeber, being one- 
seventh part of the entire carrying trade of the 
country. 

That the whole of this trade is peculiarly and pre- 
eminently British, the prime cost of the timber be- 
ing paid for in British manufactures, and the freight 
being paid to British ships; so that the entire sura 
expended for the article in Great Britain goes 
through British channels, and contributes more or 
less to the benefit of native interests, and the main- 
tenance of the national revenue. 

That if such alteration be made as would throw 
our ports more widely open to the timber of the 
Baltic and Norway, this intercourse, so important 
to the country generally, and of such vital interest 
to the ship owner, would be annihilated, or reduced 
altogether to insignificance. 

That, from the length and difficulty of the voyage, 
the larger part of the value of timber imported hi- 
ther from North America consists of freight. 

That the mere circumstances of the proximity of 
the northern ports of Europe, by enabling ships to 
repeat their voyages frequently in the course of 
the year, would alone reduce the number of Bri- 
tish vessels employed in the carrying trade of tim- 
ber to one-third of their present amount. 

That this would be the effect without taking into 
consideration the influence of foreign competition; 
but experience has already shown the difficulty of 
successfully contending with the ships of the north 
of Europe in bringing the timber of those countries, 
partly from the low rate of their outfit and mode 
of navigation — partly from the natural predilection 
of the foreigners interested in this trade for employ- 
ing their own vessels. , 

That, combining both the abovementioned consi- 
derations, namely, the shortness of the voyage, and 
the competition of foreigners, your petitioners do 
not fear contradiction in stating their belief, that 
for every foreign ship which should be thus em- 
ployed, three British ships of equal size would be 
left unemployed; and your petitioners have good 
ground for believing that the ship owners of the 
north of Europe (at present in a state of much dif- 
ficulty) are not the parties looking with the least 
anxiety to the decision which the British govern- 
ment may form upon this important question. 

That your petitioners would submit to your ho- 
norable house, whether, for the sacrifice of inte- 
rests so momentous, any advantage, they will not 
say equivalent, but approaching to equivalent, be 
held out. 

It is contended that the foreign timber thus ad- 
mitted would enlarge the demand for British manu- 
facture; the fact, on the contrary, however, is that 
the growers and importers of Norwegian and Baltic 
timber take but a very small proportion of its price 
in articles of British production; every cargo im- 
ported would come in diminution of the quantities 
taken from our own colonies, and would divert capi- 
tal and the powers of capital from the inhabitants 
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«if a rising country,- all whose wants and habits are 
fbrmcd upon the use of articles exclusively British, 
tv aliens, whose consumption of such produce is 
comparatively partial and trifl.ng* 

That your petitioners would further submit to 
your honorable house, whether the freight of the 
timber imported could be more beneficially bestow- 
ed for this country than at present? Of its present 
large amount, 1,400,000?, almost the whole is con- 
sumed in an outfit, of which every article has em- 
ployed British artizans, and paid heavy duties to 
the British exchequer; the larger portion of the 
residue pays the wages of British seamen; for but 
a very small part goes to form the rate of interest 
upon the depreciated capital of the ship owner. 

That your petitioners also beg to state, that this 
trade has peculiar advantages as a nursery for har- 
dy seamen, from the nature both of the climate and 
the voyage; the ships employed in it, taking an 
unusual number of apprentices, who, in a few year^ 
become sailors of the most valuable description. 

That, in conclusion, your petitioners earnestly 
implore of your honorable house to reflect what 
would be the consequence of throwing out of em- 
ployment almost the whole of the seamen now em- 
ployed in the North American timber trade; for 
your petitioners declare, that they know not where 
to look for a substitute if this branch of the carrying 
trade be taken from them, laboring, as they are, un- 
der serious difficulties in meeting the rivalship of 
surrounding states. 

That your petitioners, therefore, entreat your 
honorable house that, before any step be taken in 
a matter so deeply interesting to them (and as they 
believe, so important to the community at large,) 
or any pledge of alteration be given, they may be 
>ermitted to prove at the bar of your honorable 
louse the allegations contained in this their hum- 
ble petition, which they entertain perfect confi- 
dence they can do to the entire conviction of your 
honorable house. And your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray. 

London , May 16, 1820. 


Missouri question. 

SPEECH OF MU. PINCKNEY, OF S. CAROLINA, 

Ilf THE HOUSE OF BEFUE8KXTAT1 VK9. 

Mr, Chairman: It was not my intention at first, 
and it is not now my wish, to rise on this important 
question: one that has been so much and so ably 
discussed in both branches of corfgress: one that 
has been the object of so many meetings of the peo- 
ple in the different states, and of so many resolu- 
tions of their legislatures nnd instructions to their 
members: but 1 am so particularly circumstanced, 
that it is impossible to avoid it. Coming from one 
of the most important of the southern states, whose 
interests are deeply Involved, and representing here 
a city and district, which, l believe, export more of 
our native products than any other in the union; 
having been also a member of the old congress, 
some important acts of which arc brought into 
question on this occasion, and above all, being the 
only member of the general convention which form- 
ed the constitution of the United States, now on 
this' floor, and on whose acts rests the great ques- 
tion in controversy, how far you are or are not au- 
thorized to jidofft this measure, it will, from all these 
circumstances, be seen, that it is impossible for me 
to avoid requesting your permission to state some 
observations in support of the vote I shall give on 
a question, certainly, the most important that can 
come before congress: one, to say the least of it, on 


which may depend, not only the peace, the happi- 
ness, and the best interests, but, not improbably, 
the existence of that union which has been, since its 
formation, the admiration of the world, and the 
ride, the glory, and the boast, of every American 
osom that beats within it. 

In performing this solemn duty, I trust I shall do 
it with that deference to the opinions of others 
which it is always my duty to shew on this respec- 
table floor, and that I shall be as short as the nature 
of the subject will permit, and completely mode- 
rate. Indeed, in questions ofthis importance, mode- 
ration appears to me to be indispensable to the dis- 
covery of truth. I, therefore, lament extremely that 
so much warmth has been unnecessarily excited, 
and shall, in the remarks I may make, studiously 
avoid, what I conveive the decorum of debate 
ought to enjoin upon ever}' member. 

At the time 1 left, or saded, from the city I herb 
represent, scarcely a word was said of the Missou- 
ri question: no man there ever supposed that one 
of such magnitude was before you. I, therefore, 
have, since the serious aspect this subject has as- 
sumed, received numerous enquiries on it, and 
wishes to know my opinion as to the extent and 
consequences of it. I have candidly replied, that, 
so far as respects the regaining an ascendency on 
both the floors of congress; of regaining the posses- 
sion of the honors and offices of our government; 
and of, through tliis measure, laying the foundation 
of forever securing their ascendency, and the pow- 
ers of the government, the eastern and northern 
states had a high and deep interest. That, so fur 
as respects the retaining the honors and offices and 
the powers of the government, and the preventing 
the establishment of principles to interfere with 
them, the southern and western states had equal 
interest with the northern. But that, when we 
consider to what lengths the right of congress to 
touch the question of slavery At all might reach, it 
became one, indeed, of tremendous import. 

Among the reasons which have induced me to 
rise, one is to express my surprise. Surprise, did 
I say? I ought rather to have said, my extreme as- 
tonishment at the assertion I heard made on both 
floors of congress, that, in forming the constitution 
of the United States, and particularly that part of 
it which respects the representation on this floor, 
the northern and eastern states, or, as they are now 
cahed, the non-slave-holding states, have made a 
great concretion to the southern, in granting them 
a representation of three-fifths of their slaves; that 
they saw the concession was a very great and im- 
portant one at the time, but that they had no idea 
it would hare so soon proved itself of such con- 
sequence; that it would so soon have proved itself 
to be by flu* the most important concession that 
had been made. They say, that it was wrung from 
them by their affection to the union, and their 
wish to presenre it from dissolution or disunion; 
that they had, for a long time, lamented they had 
made it; and that, if it \va9 to do over, no earthly 
consideration should again tempt them to agreeto 
so unequal and so ruinous a compromise. By this 
i suppose, Mr. Chairman, is meant, that they could 
have had no idea that the western and southern 
states would have grown with the rapidity they 
have, and filled so many of the seats in tliis house; in . 
other words, that they would so soon have torn the 
sceptre from the east. 

If was, sir, for the purpose of correcting this great 
and unpardonable error; unpardonable, becaysc it 
is a wilful one, and the error of it is well known to 
the ablest of those who make it; of denying the as. 


Digitized by 


Google 



350 


NILES’ REGISTER- JULY 15, 1620 — MISSOURI QUESTION, 


sertion, ami proving that the contrary is the fact, 
and that the concession, on that occasion, was from 
the southern and not the riorthem states, that, 
among others, I have risen. 

It is of the greatest conscqnence, that the proof 
J am about to give, should be laid before this nation, 
for, as the inequality of representation is the great 
ground on which the northern and eastern states 
have always, and now more particularly and forci- 
bly than ever, raised all their complaints; on this sub- 
ject, if I can shew and prove that they have not even 
a shadow of right to make pretences or complaints; 
that they arc asfully represented as they ought to be; 
while we, the southern members, areunjustly depriv- 
ed of any representation for a large aad important 
part of our population, mere valuable to the union, 
as can be shewn, than any equal number of inhabi- 
tants in the northern and eastern states can, from 
their situation, climate and productions, possibly 
be.— If I can prove this, I think I shall be able to 
shew, most clearly, the true motives which have 
given rise to this measure; to strip the thin, the cob- 
web veil, from it, as well as the pretended ones of 
religion, humanity, and love of liberty; and to 
shew, to use the soft terms the decorum of debate 
oblige me to use, the extreme want of modesty in 
those who arc already as fully represented here as 
they can be, to go the great lengths they do in en- 
deavoring, by every effort in their power, public 
gild private, to take from the southern and wes- 
tern states, which are already so greatly and unjust- 
ly deprived of an important part of the representa- 
tion, a still greater share; to endeavor to establish 
the first precedent, which extreme rashness and 
temerity have ever presumed, that congress has a 
right to touch the question and legislate on davery; 
thereby shaking the property iy them, in the south- 
ern and western states, to its very foundation, and 
making an attack, which, if successful, mqst con- 
vince them that the northern and eastern states 
are their greatest enemies; that they are preparing 
measures for them which even Great Britain, in the 
beat of the revolutionary war, and when all her 
passions were roused by hatred and revenge to the 
highest pitch, never ventured to inflict upon them. 
Instead of a course like this, they ought, in my judg- 
ment, sir, to be highly pleased with their present 
situation; that they are fully represented while we 
have lost so great a share of our representation; they 
ought, sir, to be highly pleased at the dexterity 
and management of their members in the conven- 
tion, who obtained for them this great advantage; 
and, above all, with the moderation and forbearance 
with which the southern and western states have al- 
ways borne their many bitter provocations on this 
subject, and now bear the open, avowed, and, by 
many of the ablest men among them, undisguised 
attack, on our most valuable rights and properties. 

At the commencement of our revolutionary strug- 
gle with Great Britain, all the states had slaves. — 
The New England states had numbers of them, and 
treated them in the same manner the southern did. 
The nothern and middle slates had still more nu- 
merous bodies of them, although not so numerous 
ps the southern. They all entered into that great 
contest with similar views, properties and designs. 
Like brethren, they contended for the benefit of 
the whole, leaving to each the right to pursue its 
happiness in its own way. 

They thus nobly /toiled and bled together, really 
like brethren; and it is a most remarkable fact, that, 
notwithstanding, in the course of the revolution, 
thc*southern states were continually overrun by the 
British, and that every negro in them Jiad an op* 


portunity of leaving their owners, few did; proving, 
thereby, not only a most remarkable attachment to 
their owners, but the mildness of the treatment, 
from which their affection sprang. They then were, 
as they still are, as valuable a part of our populat ion 
to the union, as any other equal number of inliabi. 
tants. They were, in numerous instances, the pio- 
neers, and, in all, the laborers, of your armies. To 
their hands were owing the erection of the greatest 
part of the fortifications raised for the protection of 
our country; some of which, particularly Fort Moul- 
trie, gave, at an early period of* the inexperience 
and untried valor of our citizens, immortality to 
American arms; and in the northern states, numer- 
ous bodies of them were enrolled into, and fought 
by the sides of the whites, the battlea of the revo- 
lution. 

Things went on in this way until the period of 
our attempting to form our first national compact, 
the confederation, in which the equality of vote 
was preserved, and the first squeamishness on thq 
subject of not using, or even alluding to, the word 
slaver)’, or making it a part of our political machi- 
nery, was shewn. In this compact the value of' the 
lands and improvements was made the rule for ap- 
portioning the public burdens and taxes. But the 
northern and eastern states, who are always much 
more alive to their interests than the southern, 
found that their squeamishness was inconsistent 
with their interest: and, as usual, made the latter 
prevail, They found it wa\; paying too dear for 
their qualms, to keep their hands from the slaves 
any longer. At their instance, and on their motion, 
as will appear by a reference to the journals of the 
old congress, the making lands the rule, was chang- 
ed, and people, including the whites and threc-fiftha 
of other descriptions, was adopted. It was not until 
1781, that tbe confederation was adopted by, and 
became binding on, all the states. This miserable, 
feeble mockery of government, crawled on until 
1785, when, from New-York's refusing to agree 
with all the states to grant congress the impost, (I 
am not sure, but I believe, she stood alone in the 
refusal), the states determined no longer to put up 
with' her conduct, and absolutely rebelled against 
the government. The first state that did so, was New 
Jersey, who, by a solemn act, passed in all its pro- 
per forms by her legislature and government, most 
positively and absolutely refused any longer to obey 
the requisitions of congress, or pay another dollar. 
As there was no doubt other states would soon fol- 
low their example, as Pennsylvania shortly did, con- 
gress, aware of the mischiefs which must arise, if a 
dissolution took place of the union before a new 
government could be formed, sent a deputation of 
their own body to address the legislature of New- 
Jersey, of which I was appointed chairman. We did 
repair there, and addressed them, and I had the 
honor and happiness to carry back with me to con- 
gress the repeal of her act by Jersey: a state, dur- 
ing the whole of the revolutionary war, celebrated 
forjrer patriotism, and who, in this noble self-denial 
and forgetfulness of injuries inflicted by New-York 
on her, and the rest of the union, exhibited a disin- 
terestedness and love of union, which did her the 
highest honor. 

The revolt of New-Jersey and Pennsylvania acf 
celerated the new' constitution. On a motion from 
Virginia, the convention met at Philadelphia, where, 
as you will find from the journals, we were repeat- 
edly in danger of dissolving without doing any 
thing; that body being eaually divided as to large 
aod small states, and each having a vote, and the 
small states insisting, most pertinaciously, for near 
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nix weeks, on equal power in both branches, noth- 
ing but the prudence and forbearance of the large 
states saved the union. A compromise was made, 
that the small ^itd large states should be equally 
represented in the senate, and proportionally in 
the house of representatives. I am now arrived at 
the reason for which I have, sir, taken the liberty to 
make these preliminary remarks. For, as the true 
motive for all this dreadful clamor through the 
union, this serious and eventful attack on our most 
sacred and valuable rights and properties, is, to gain 
a fixed ascendancy in the representation in con- 
gress; and, as tbe only flimsey excuse under which 
the nothem and eastern states shelter themselves, 

is, that they have been hardly treated in the repre- 
sentation in this house, and that they have lost the 
benefit of the compromise they pretend was made, 
and which I shall most positively deny, and show 
that nothing like a compromise was ever intended. 

By all the public expenses being borne by indi- 
rect taxes and not direct, as was expected — if 1 can 
shew that nil their pretensions and claims are wholly 
untrue and unfounded, and that, while they are fully 
represented, they did, by force , or something like 

it, deprive us of a rightful part of our representa- 
tion, f shall then be able to take the mask from all 
their pretended reasons and excuses, and show this 
unpardonable attack, this monster, in its true and 
uncovered hideousness. 

Long before our present public distresses had 
convinced, even the most ignorant and uninformed 
politician, of the truth of the maxim 1 ain about 
to mention, all the well-informed statesmen of our 
union knew that the only true mode for a large 
agricultural and commercial country to flourish, 
was, never to import more than they can pay for by 
the export of their own native fnvducti; that, if they 
do, they will be sure to plunge themselves into the 
distressing and disgraceful situation this couutry is 
in at present. 

If, then, this great political truth, or maxim, or 
call it what you please, is most unquestionable, let 
us now see who supports this government — who 
raises your armies, equips you navies, pays your 
public debt, enables you to erect forts, arsenals, and 
dock-yards? Who nerves the arm of this govern- 
ment, and enables you to lift it for the protection, 
the honor, and extension of our beloved republic, 
into regions where none but brutes and savages 
have before roamed? Who are your real sinews in 
roar, and the best — I had almost said, nearly the 
only sinews and sources of your commerce in peace? 
1 will presently tell you. 

If, as no doubt, you will in future confine your 
„ imports to the amount of your exports of native 
products, and all your revenue is to be, as it is now, 
raised by taxes or duties on your imports, I ask 
you who pays the expeuse, and who, in fact, ena- 
bles you to go on with your government at all, and 
revent9 its wheels from stopping? 1 will shew you 
y the papers which Lhold in my hand. This, sir, 
is your secretary of the treasury's report, made a 
few weeks ago, by which it appears that all the ex- 
ports of native products, from Ityaine to Pennsylva- 
nia, inclusive, for the last year, amounted to only 
about eighteen millions of dollars; while those a- 
mong the slave-holding states, to the southward of 
Pennsylvania, amounted to thirty-two millions or 
thereabouts, thereby enabling themselves, or ac- 
quiring the right, to import double as much as the 
others, and furnishing the treasury with double the 
amount the northern and eastern states do. And 
here let me ask, from whence do these exports 
arise 3 By whose hands are they made? i answer, 


entirely by the slaves; and yet these valuable in- 
habitants, without whom your very government 
could not go on, and the labor of two or three of 
whom in the southern states is more valuable to it 
than the labor of five of their inhabitants in the 
eastern states the states owning and possessing 
them are denied a representation but for three -fifths 
on this floor, while the whoU of the comparatively 
unproductive inhabitants of the northern and east- 
ern states are fully represented here. Is it just, is 
this equal? And yet they have the modesty to com- 
plain of the representation, as unjust and unequal; 
and that they have not the return made them they 
expected, by taxing the slaves, and making them 
bear a proportion of the public burdens. Some wri- 
ters on politicial economy are of opinion, that the 
representation of a state ought always to be equally 
founded on population and taxation. It is my duty 
to believe that these are the true criterions; for my 
own state (South Carolina) having, in her house of 
representatives, 124 members, 62 of them are ap- 
portioned by the white population, and 62 on tax- 
ation; thus representing the contributions of our 
citizens in every way, whether arising from servi- 
ces or taxes. 

Before I proceed to the other parts of this ques- 
tion, I have thus endeavored to give a new view of 
the subject of representation in this house; to shew 
how much more the eastern and northern states are 
represented than the southern and western; how 
little right the former have to complain, and how 
unreasonable it is that, while, to continue the ba- 
lance of representation in the senate, we consent 
to give admission to Maine, to make up for Missouri, 
they most uncoivscionably require te have both, and 
thus add four to the number now preparing, most 
cruelly, to lift the arm of the government against 
the property of the southern and western states. 

If I have succeeded, as I hope I have, in proving 
the unreasonableness of thAompl&ints of the east- 
ern and northern slates on the subject of repre- 
sentation, it would, 1 suppose, appear extraordina- 
ry to the people of this nation that this attempt 
should now be made, even if congress should bo 
found to possess the right, to legislate or interfere 
in it. But if, in addition to this, it should be in my 
power to shew that they have not the most distant 
right to interfere, or to legislate at all upon the sub- 
ject of slaver) , or to admit a state in any way what- 
ever, except on terms of perfect equality; that they 
have no right to make compacts on the subject, 
and that the only power they possess is to see that 
the government of the state to be admitted is a re- 
publican one, having legislative, executive and ju- 
diciary powers, the rights of conscience, jufy, a ha- 
beas corpus, and all the great leading principles of 
our republican systems, well secured, and to gtlj- 
rantee them to it; if l shall be able to do this, ^nf 
course the attempt must fail, and the amendment 
be rejected. 

The supporters of the amendment contend, that 
congress have the right to insist on the prevention 
of involuntary servitude in Missouri; found the 
right on the 9th section of the 1st arli-.de, which 
says, «*the migration or importation of s*>.:h persons 
as the states now existing may think proper to ad- 
mit, shall not be prohibited by the congress prior 
to the year 1808, but a tax or duty maybe imposed 
on such importation not exceeding ten dollars.** 

In considering this article, I will detail, as far as 
at tUis distant period is possible, what was the in- 
tention of the convention that formed the constitu- 
tion in this article. The intention was, to give to 
congress a power, after the year 1808, to prevent 
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the importation of slaves either by land or water 
fr©ni other countries. The word import, includes 
both, and applies wholly to llaves. Without this 
limitation, congress might have stopped it sooner, 
under their general power to regulate commerce, 
and it was an agreed point, a solemnly understood 
compact, that, on the southern states consenting to 
shut their ports against the importation of Africans, 
no power was to be delegated to congress, nor were 
they ever to be authorized to touch the question 
of slavery; that the property of the southern states 
in slaves was to be as sacredly preserved, and pro- 
tected to them, as that of land, or any other kind of 
property in the eastern state* were to be to their 
citizens. 

The term, or word, migration, applies wholly to 
free whites; in its constitutional sense, as intended 
by the convention, it 'means ^voluntary change of 
servitude” from ohe country to another. The rea- 
sons of its beir.g adopted and used in the constitu- 
tion, as far as 1 can recollect, were these: that the 
constitution being a frame of government, consist- 
ing wholly of delegated powers, all power , not ex - 
firessly delegated , being reserved to the people or the 
states, it was supposed that, without some express 
grant to them of power on the subject, congress 
would not be authorized ever to touch the question 
of migration hither, or emigration to this country, 
however pressing or urgent the necessity for such 
a measure might be; that they could derive no such 
power from the usages of nations, or even the laws 
of war; that the latter would only enable them to 
make prisoners of alien enemies, which would not 
be sufficient, as spies or other dangerous emigrants 
who were not alien enemies, might enter the coun- 
try for treasonable purposes, and do great injury; 
that, as all governments possessed this power, it 
was necessary to give it to our own, which could 
alone exercise it, and w here, on other and much 
greater points, we lu#placed unlimited confidence; 
it was, therefore, agreed that, in the same article, 
the word migration should be placed; and that, 
from the year 1808, congress should possess the 
complete power to stop either or both, as they 
might suppose the public interest required; thei 
article, therefore, is a negative pregnant, restraining 
for twenty years, and giving the power after. 

The reasons for restraining the power to prevent 
migration hither for twenty years, were, to the best 
of my recollection, these : That as, at that time, we 
liad immense and almost immeasurable territory, 
peopled by not not more than two millions and a 
half of inhabitants, it was of very great consequence 
to encourage the emigration of able, skilful and 
industrious Europeans. The wise conduct of Wil- 
liam Penn, and the unexampled growth of Penn- 
sylvania, were* cited. It was said, that the portals 
«*Y the the only temple of true freedom now exist- 
ing on earth, should be thrown open to all mankind; 
list all foreigners of industrious habits should be 
wt Ironic, and none more so than men of science, 
an ri such ss may bring to us arts we are unacquaint- 
ed with, or the means of perfecting those in which 
wc are not yet sufficiently skilled— capitalists, 
whose wealth may add to our commerce or do- 
mestic improvements; let the door be ever and 
most affectionately open to illustrious exiles and 
sufferers in the cause of liberty; in short, open it 
liberally to science, to merit, and to talents, were- 
ever found, and receive and make them your own. 
That the safest mode would he to pursue the course 
for twenty years, and not, before tha- period, put 
it at all in the power of congress to shut it; that, by 
that time, the union would be so settled, and our 


population would be so much increased, we could 
proceed on our own stock, without the farther ac- 
cession of foreigners; that, as congress were to be 
prohibited from stopping the importation of slaves 
to settle the southern states, as no obstacle was to 
be thrown in the way of their increase and settle- 
ment for that period, let it be so with the northern 
and eastern, to which, particularly New-York and 
Philadelphia, it was expected most of the emigrants 
would go from Europe; and it so happened, for, 
previous to the year 1808, more than double- as 
many Europeans emigrated to these states, aa of 
; Africans were imported into the southern states. 

I have, sir, smiled at the idea of some gentlemen 
in supposing that congress possessed the power to 
insert this amendment, from that which is given in 
the constitution to regulate commerce between the se- 
veral states; and some have asserted that, under il^ 
they not only have the power to inhibit slavery in 
Missouri, but even to prevent the migration of 
slaves form one state to another — from Maryland 
to Virginia. The true and peculiarly ludicrous 
manner in which a gentleman from that state lately 
treated this part of the subject, will, no doubt, in- 
duce an abandonment of this pretended right; nor 
shall I stop to answer it, until gentlemen can con- 
vince me that migration does not mean change of 
residence from one country or climate to another, 
and that the United States are not one country, one 
nation, or one people; if the word does mean, as l 
contend, and we are one people, 1 will then ask,’ 
how it is possible to migrate from one part of a 
country to another part of the same country? Sure- 
ly, sir, when such straws as these are caught at to 
support & right, the hopes of doing so must be 
slender indeed. I will only mention here, as it is 
perfectly within my recollection, that the power 
was given to congress to regulate the commerce by 
water between the states, and it being feared by 
the southern that the eastern would, whenever 
they could, do so to the disadvantage of the south- 
ern states, you will find in the 9th section of the 1st 
article, congress are prevented from taxing exports, 
or giving preference to the ports of one atate over 
another, or obliging vessels bound from one atate 
to clear, enter, or pay duties in another; which ret 
stfictions, more clearly than any thing else, prove 
what the power to regulate commerce among the 
several states means. 

The gentlemen, being driven from these grounds, 
come then to what they call their great and impreg- 
nable right — that, under the 3d section of the 4th 
article, it is declared, new states may be admitted 
into this union by the congress; and that, by the 
latter clause of the same section, the congress shall 
have power to dispose of, and make all needful 
rules and regulations respecting the territory or- 
other property belonging to the United States. 

By Uie first clause, they contend, congress has an 
ample and unlimited command over the whole sub- 
ject; that they can reject the admission of a state 
altogether, or can admit one and impose such con- 
ditions, or make such compacts with a state, as they 
please; and that, unless a state accepts the offers 
they may make, they may refuse her admission. Let 
us first enquire what the laws of nations call a state. 
Vattel says, “nations or states are bodies politic: 
societies of men united together to procure their 
mutual safety and advantage by means of their 
union. Such a society has its affairs and interests; 
it deliberates and resolves in common, and thus be- 
comes a moral pcoson, having an understanding 
and a will peculiar to itself, and is susceptible of 
obligations and laws.*’ This is what he c^lls a state. 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



NILES' REGISTER— JULY 1 15, 1820— MISSOtTRI QUESTION. 


S5S 


"What do we call one? A territory inhabited by a 
people living under a government formed by them- 
selves, which government possesses, in a republi- 
can form, all the legislative, executive and judiciary 
powers necessary to the protection of the lives, li- 
berties, characters and properties of their oitizens, 
or which they can exercise for their benefit, and 
have not delegated to the general government, for 
the common defence and general welfare of an 
union, composed of a number of states, whose rights 
and political powers are all perfectly equal; that, 
among these, one of the most important is, that of 
deciding for themselves what kind of persons shall 
inhabit their country, no others being either so ca 
pable or fit to judge on this very important point as 
respects their private happiness as themselves, as 
they alone are either to suff er or be benefitted from 
the injudicious or wise choice they may make; that, 
as the other states possess completely this power, 
Missouri has the same right; that, if she were inclin- 
ed, she could not give to congress the right to decide 
for her, nor could the latter accept it; that all the in- 
habitants of Missouri being against the prohibition, 
to insist on it, is to enlireh put it out of her power 
to enter the union, and to keep her in a state of colo- 
nial tyranny; that, if you can exercise thi3 right, 
where will you stop? May you not dictate to her the 
nature of the governmentshe shall have? may you not 
give her plural executive, a legislature for six, and 
judges for one year? If you sav there shall be no 
slavery, may you not say there shall be no marriage? 
may you not insist on her being different in every 
respect from the others? Sir, if you are determined 
to break the constitution in this important point, 
you may even proceed to do so in the essences of 
the very form you are bound to guarantee to them. 
Instead of endeavoring to lessen or injure the force 
and spirit of the state governments, every true 
friend of his country ought to endeavor, as far as he 
can, to strengthen them; for, be assured, it will be 
to the strength and increase of our state govern- 
ments, more than any other, that the American re- 
public wHl owe its firmness and duration. 

The people of Europe, from their total ignorance 
of our country and government, have always au- 
gured, that its great extent, when it came to be 
thickly peopled, would occasion its separation; this 
is still the opinion of all, and the hope of many, 
there; whereas, nothing can be more true in our 
politics, than that, in proportion to the increase of 
the state governments, the strength and solidity 
of the federal government is augmented: so that, 
with twenty or twenty-two governments, we shall 
be much more secure from disunion than with 
twelve, and ten times more so than if we were a 
single or consolidated one. By the individual states 
exercising, as they do, all the powers necessary for 
municipal or individual purposes — trying all ques- 
tions of property, and punishing all crimes not be- 
longing, in either case, to the federal courts, and 
leaving the general government at leisure and in a 
situation solely to devote itself to the exercise of 
the great powers of war and peace, commerce and 
our connections with foreigners, and all the natural 
authorities delegated by the constitution, it eases 
them of a vast quantity of business that would very 
much disturb the exercise of their general powers. 
Nor is it clear that any single government, in a coun- 
try so extensive, could transmit the full influence of 
the laws necessary to local purposes through all its 
parts; whereas, the state governments, having all a 
convenient surrounding territory, exercise these 
powers with ease, and are always at hand to give 
aid to tye federal tribunals and officers placed 


among them to excute their laws, should assistance 
be necessary. Another great advantage is, the al- 
most utter impossibility of erecting among them 
the atandard of faction, to any alarming degree, 
against the union, so as to threaten its dissolution, 
or produce changes in any but a constitutional way . 

It is well known, that faction is always much more 
easy and dangerous in small than large countries; 
and when we consider, that, to the security afforded 
by the extent of our territory, are to be added, the 
guards of the state legislature, which, being select- 
ed as as they arc, and always the most proper organs 
of their citizens' opinions as to the measures of the 
general government, stand as alert and faithful sen- 
tinels to disprove, as they did in the times that are 
past, such acts as appear impolitic or unconstitu- 
tional, or to approve and support, as they have fre- 
quently done since, such as were patriotic or praise- 
worthy. With such guards, it is impossible for any 
serious opposition to be made to the federal go- 
vernment on slight or trivial grounds: nor, through 
such an extent of territory or number of states, 
would any but the most tyrannical or corrupt acts 
claim serious attention; and, whenever they occur, 
we can always safely trust to a sufficient number of 
tlie states arraying themselves in a manner to pro- 
duce, by their influence, the necessary reforms, in 
a peaceable, and legal mode. With twenty-four or 
more states, it will be impossible, air, for four or 
five states, or any comparatively small number, ever 
to threaten the existence of the union. They will 
be easily seen through by the other eighteen or 
twenty, and frowned into insignificance and sub- 
mission to the general will, in all cases where the 
proceedings of the federal government are ap- 
proved by them. And, even in cases where dotibts 
may arise as to the wisdom or policy of their mea- 
sures, all factious measures will be made to wait 
constitutional redresss, in the peaceable manner 
prescribed by the constitution. 

Without the instrumentality of the states in * 
country so large and free, and with their govern- 
ment at a great distance from its extremities, there 
would be considerable danger of faction; but, at 
present, there is very little, and as the states in- 
crease, the danger will lessen; and it is this admir- 
able expanding principle or tyatem, if I may use the 
terms, which, while it carries new states and goi 
vemments into our unsettled forests, and increases 
the population and resources of the union, must, 
unquestionably, at the same time, add to its means 
to resist and repress, with ease, all attacks of fo- 
reign hostility or domestic faction. It is this system 
(which is not at all understood in Europe, and too 
little among ourselves), that will long keep us a 
strongand united people; nor do I see any question, 
but the one which respects slavery, that can ever 
divide us. 

The question being on the admission of a new- 
state, I hope these remarks will be considered as its 
point, as they go to show the importance of the 
state governments, and how really, and indeed, 
indispensably, they are the pillars of the federal 
government, and how anxious we should be to 
strengthen, and not to impair them; to make them 
all the strong and equal supporters of the federal 
system. 

With respect to I,ouisiana, congress have alrea- 
dy, by Iheir acts, solemnly ratified the treaty which 
extends to all the states, created out of that pur- 
chase, the benefits of an admission into the union, 
on equal terms with the old states; they gave to 
Louisiana first, and afterwards to Missouri and Ar- 
kansas, territorial governments, in all which they 
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agreed to the admission of slaves. Louisiana was the law of nations; he despises that faith which they* 
incorporated into the union, allowing their admis- declare sacred; he is doubly guilty, he does an in- 
sion; Missouri was advanced to the second grade of jury to all nations, and wounds the whole human 
territorial government, without the prohibition of race. 

slavery: thus, for more than sixteen years, Missouri If this is the reasoning of the best writers on the 

considered herself precisely in the situation of her laws of nations, are we now disposed, for the first 
sister Louisiana, and many thousands of slaves have time, to be the instruments of rendering this nation 
been carried by settlers there. To deny it then now, infamous in the eyes of the whole world, and wound 
will operate as a snare, unworthy the faith of this the human race? Are we, who have so frequently 
government. What is to be done? Are the slaves now charged the English and Spaniards with a breach 
there to be manumitted, or their masters obliged of treaties and of faith, now to become breakers of 
to carry them away, break up all their settlements, treaties ourselves— exhibit our hitherto honorable, 
and, in tills most unjust and unexpected manner, and even uncharged republic, as an evil example to 
to be hurled into ruito? If we are to pay no respect other governments? Are we, who have always kept 
to the constitution, or to treaties, are we to pay no our treaties with scrupulous faith with our Indiaa 
respect to our own laws, by which the faith of the neighbors, and considered their weakness as anad- 
nation has, for sixteen years, been solemnly pledg- ditional call on our honor to do so —are we now, for 
ed, that no prohibition would take place, as to sk* the first time, to turn back on all our former courses^ 
very, in those states? I have said so much, to show and make our feeble brethren of Missouri the first 
how important it is to the firmness aad duration of victims of our breach of national faith? Even if the 
the American union, to preserve the states and their treaty was ambiguous, if it was doubtful, do not the 
governments in the full possession of all the rights laws of nations expressly declare “that, in all doubt- 
secured by the constitution. ful cases, treaties shall be construed in favor of those 

I have hitherto said nothing of the treaty, as I for whose benefit they were made.’* And waa it 
consider the rights of Missouri to rest on the con- not for the express benefit of Louisiana, a U Levin- 
stitution so strongly, as not to require the aid of the ana to the utmost limits , that this treaty was made, 
treaty. But 1 will, at the same time, say that, if giving to the whole territory, and all that may in- 
there was no rigid, under the constitution, the habit it, as citizens of this union, equal rights, in- 
treaty, of itself, is sufficient, and fully so, to give it munities and advantages, with the citizens of all 
to her. Let us, however, shortly examine the treaty the other states in it? Unquestionably it was; and 

The words are: “The inhabitants of the ceded it is our duty to prevent, in the words of Vattd, 

territory shall' be incorporated in the union of the “the infamy of our hitherto untainted and. even un? 
United States, and admitted, as soon as possible, suspected government, and honorably and literally 
according to the principles of the federal constitu- tarry the treaty into execution.** 
tion, to the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages Having thus, l trust, proved clearly, that you have 

and immunities of citizens of the United States.** no right to adopt this inhibition of slavery, but are 
Of these it is particularly observable that, to leave forbid to do so by the constitution, as well as by 
no doubt on the mind of either of the governments the treaty, [ ought, perhaps, to stop here; but there 
which formed it, or of any impartial man, so much are some other points which I ought not to pass 
pains are taken to secure to Louisiana all the rights unnoticed. One of these is the oidinance of July, 
of the states of the American union, a singular andun- 1787, passed by the old congress, at the period of 
common surplussage is introduced into the article: the sitting of the convention in Philadelphia, for 
either of the words, immunities , rights or advantages , forming the constitution, by which that body (the 
would have been, of itself, fully sufficient. Immunity old congress) undertook to form a code, for the fu- 
means privilege, exemption, freedom— right means ture settlement, government, and admission into- 
justice, just claim, privilege— advantage means con- the union, of all the territory northwest of the river 
venience, gain, benefit, favorable circumstance. If Ohio, ceded by Virginia to the United States in 
either word; therefore, is sufficient to give her a 1784, which cession has so often been read to the 
right to be placed on an equal footing with the house in this discussion. On this subject, I beg leave 
other states, who shall doubt of her right, when you to remark that, by the confederation of the United 
now find that your government has solemnly pledg- States, the old congress had no power whatever 
ed itself to bestow on, and guarantee to Louisiana but that of admitting new states, provided nine 
all the privileges, exemptions, and freedom, rights, states assented. By this, it is most unquestionable, 
immunities and advantages, justice, just claims, con- that no number of states under nine, had any right 
veniences, gains, benefits and favorable circum- to admit new states. Of course, it was the inten- 
stances, enjoyed by the other states? tion of the confederation, that, on so important 

In speaking of treaties, Vattel, &c. states as fol- a measure as the establishment of governments for, • 

lows: “the implicit submission to their authority and the admission of, new states, congress should 
which is exhibited every where, provestbe strength, never possess the power to act, unless nine states 
indeed, unanswerable strength, in which it is found- were represented in that body at the time of their 
ed **. doing sa. This ordinance, therefore, in prescribing 

These writers say, ’that every thing which the the forms of government, as they respected legia- 
public safety renders inviolable is sacred in society, lative, executive, and judiciary powers, in esta- 
Who, then, can doubt that treaties are in the num- blishing bills of rights, and the times and terms of 
bar of those things that are held most sacred by na- their admission into the union, and inhibiting ser- 
tions? They determine the most important affairs; vitude therein, is chargeable with ingratitude and 
give rules to their pretensions; and secure their usurpation. It is chargeable with iugratitude when 
most precious interests. But treaties are only vain we reflect, that this cession of the great tract of 
words, if they are not considered as inviolable rules country, this rising empire of freemen, wm gratuit- 
to sovereigns, and as sacred throughout the whole ously,„and with noble disinterestedness ana patri- 
world. treaties are, then, most holy and sacred otism, made by Virginia, that the passing of an 
among nations; and, if people are not wanting to ordinance which contained a provision which could 
themselves, infamy must ever be the share of him not but go to prevent the admission of Virginians 
Who violates his faith; for, in doing so, he violates there, as they could not move there with their 
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claves, was a most ungracious and ungrateful return 
to that state for her liberality, and could not but 
meet with the disapprobation of this nation. 

I have already mentioned the reasons to shew 
that, unless there had been nine states present, the 
old congress had no powet to admit new states, 
and, of courc-c, no power to prescribe the forms of 
government bills of rights, or terms, or times of ad- 
missions* benefits, or exclusions, with a less number 
than nine. 

If there were not other strong reasons attending 
the passing this ordinance, those already mention- 
ed aie sufficient to shew, that it is a nullity; that it 
never had, or could have had, a binding force; that 
the present congress had, nor has, any constitu- 
tional right to confirm that part of it which respects 
the exclusion of involuntary servitude from that U r- 
ritory; and that the states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illi- 
nois, having, by their constitutions, voluntarily ex- 
cluded it, possess the power, whenever they please, 
to alter their constitutions, and admit servitude in 
any way they think proper. 

Let us, sir, recollect the circumstances the old 
Congress were in at the time they passed this ordi- 
nance; they ha<l dwindled almost to nothing; the 
convention had beep then three months in session; 
It was universally known a constitution was, in its 
essentials, agreed to, and the public were daily' 
.expecting, what noon happened, the promulgation 
of a new form of government for the union. 1 ask, 
air, waa it, under these circumstances, proper for a 
feeble, dwindled body, that had wholly lost tlie 
confidence of the nation, and which was then wait- 
ing its supercessjou by the people; a feeble, ineffi- 
cient body, in which only seven or eight 6tatcs were 
represented, the whole of which consisted of but 
seventeen or eighteen men, a number smaller than 
your large committees; a body literally in the very 
agonies of political death; was it, not to say lawful 
or constitutional, was it, sir, even decent in them to 
have passed an ordinance of such importance. I 
do not know or recollect the names of the mem- 
bers who voted for it, but it is to be fairly presumed 
they could not have been among the men who pos- 
sessed the greatest confidence of the union, or, at 
that very time they would have been members of 
the convention sitting at Philadelphia. Out 1 am, 
perhaps, taking up your time unnecessarily on this 
Subject, and I shall proceed to others. 

A great deal has been said on the subject of sla- 
very; that it is *n infamous stain and blot on the 
states that hold them, not only degrading the slave 
but the master, and making him unfit for republi- 
can government; that it is contrary to religion and 
the law of God; and that congress ought to do eve- 
ry thing in their power to prevent ita extension 
among the new states. 

Now, sir, I should be glad to know how any man 
is acquainted with what is the will or the law of 
God on this subject; has it ever^becn imparted 
either to the old or new world ? "is there a sin- 
gle line in the Old or New Testament, either 
censuring or forbidding it? I answer without hesi- 
tation, no! But there are huudreds speaking of 
and recognizing it. Hagar, from whom millions 
sprang, was an Jtfrican slave, bought out of Egypt 
by Abraham, the father of the faithful, and the be- 
loved servant of the Most High; and he had, be- 
sides, three hundred and eighteen male slaves. 
The Jews in the time of the theocracy, and the 
Creeks and Romans had all slaves; at that time 
there was no nation without them. If we are to 
believe that this world was formed by a great and 
pumipotent being; that nothing is permitted to 


exist here but by his will, and then throw our eyes 
throughout the whole of it, we should form un 
opinion very different indeed, from that asserted, 
that slavery was against the law of God. 

Let those acquainted with the situation of the 
people of Asia and Africa, where not one man in 
ten can be called a freeman, or whose situation 
can be compared with the comforts of our slaves, 
throw their eyes over them, and carry them to Rus- 
sia, and from the north to the south of Europe, 
where, except Great Britain, nothing like liber- 
ty exists. Let them view the lower classes of 
their inhabitants, by far the most numerous of the 
whole; the thousands of beggars that infest their 
streets, more than half starved, half naked, and in 
the most wretched state of human degradation. 
Let him then go to England; the comforts, if they 
have any, of the lower classes of whose inhabitants 
at e far inferior to those of pur slaves. Let him, 
when there, ask of their economists, what are the 
numbers of millions daily fed by the hand of chari- 
ty; and, when satisfied there, then let him come 
nearer home, and examine into the situation of the 
free negroes now resident in New-York and Phila- 
delphia, and compare them with the situation of 
our slaves, and he will teil you, that, perhaps, the 
most miserable and degraded state of human nature 
is to be found among the free negroes of New- 
York and Philadelphia, most of whom are fugitives 
from the southern states, received and sheltered 
in those 6tates. I did not go to New-York, but I 
did to Philadelphia, and particularly examined this 
subject while there. I saw their streets crowded 
with idle, drunken negroes, at every corner; and 
on visiting their penitentiary, found, to my astonish- 
ment, that, out of five hundred convicts there con- 
fined, more than one half were blacks; and, as all 
the conviets throughout that state are sent to that 
penitentiary, and, if Pennsylvania contains eight 
hundred thousand white inhabitants, and only 
twenty-six thousand blacks, of course the crimes 
and vices of the blacks in tho$e states, arc, com- 
paratively, twenty times greater than those of the 
whites in the same states, and clearly proves that 
a state of freedom is one of the greatest curses you 
can inflict on them. ,- 

From the opinions expressed respecting the 
southern states and the slaves there, it appears to 
me most clear, that the members on the opposite 
side know nothing uf the southern states, their 
lands, products, or slaves. Those who visit us, or 
go the southward, find so great a diflcrence, that 
many of them remain and settle there. I perfectly 
recollect that, when, in 1791, general Washington 
visited South Carolina, he was so surprised at the 
richness, order, and soil of our country, that lie 
expressed his great astonishment at the state «f 
agricultural improvements and excellence our tide 
lands exhibited. Ife said he had no idea the United 
States possessed it. Had 1 then seen as much of 
Europe as 1 have since, I would have replied to 
him, that he would not see its equal in Europe. 
Sir, when we reoollect that our former parent state 
was the original cause of introducing slavery into 
America, and that neither ourselves or ancestors 
are chargeable with it; that it cannot be got rid of 
without ruining the country, certainly the present 
mild treatment of our slaves is most honorable to 
that part of the country where slavery exists. Eve- 
ry slave has u comfortable house, is well fed, cloth- 
ed, and taken care of; he has his family about him, 
and in sickness has the same medical aid as his 
master, and has a sure and comfortable retreat in 
old age, to protect him against its infirmities and 
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weakness. During the whole of his life he tafree minister of the United States in Spain, I received 
from care, that canker of the human heart, which instructions from our government to use every ex- 
destrays at least one half of the thinking part of ertion in my power, consistent with its dignity, to 
mankind, and from which a favored few, if, indeed, get the deposite restored, which 1 fortunately did, 
any, can be said to be free. Being without educa- and this affair led to the acquisition of both the 
tion, and born to obey, to persons of that descrip- river and whole country in the manner you know, 
tion moderate labor and discipline are essential. At the time that I went to Europe, I was alone 
The discipline ought to be mild, but still, while commissioned and authorized to treat for, and ptur- 
Blavery is to exist there must be discipline. In this chase, all the part of Louisiana, including New-Or- 
state they are happier than they can possibly be if leans, to the east of the Mississippi and the Flori- 
free. A free black can only be happy where he das; but, on arriving in Europe, I found Louisiana 
has some share of education, and has been bred to had been previously secretly sold to Bonaparte, of 
a trade, or some kind of business. The great body winch I informed Mr. Jefferson, and he took the 
of slaves are happier in their present situation than measures which accomplished the purchase, 
they could be in any other, and the man or men In pursuing the arguments of some gentlemen, on 

who would attempt to give them freedom, would this subject, I have omitted to notice one of their 
be their greatest enemies. arguments, springing from that part of the 3d sec- 

All the writers who contend that the slaves in- tion of' the 4th article, which says, "the congress 
crease faster than the free blacks, if they assert shall have the power to make all needful rules and 
what is true, prove that the black, when in the regulations respecting the territory or other pro- 
condition ef a slave, is happier than when free, as perty, belonging tp the United States,” because 
in proportion to the comfort and happiness of any this article certainly refers only to the territorial 
kind of people, such will be the increase; and the state, to which I have already referred, and in 
next census will shew what has been the increase of which I do not hesitate to aver, that, in making 
both descriptions, free and slave, and will, I think, such regulations for the government of the territo- 
prove the truth of these opinions. ry, they are no more authorized to inhibit slavery 

In this discussion the question as to the purchase in the territory, than they have in the states— for, 
of Louisiana has been introduced, and gives me an if they should have the power, it would indirectly 
opportunity to state my opinion on that subject, effect the same thing; it net being difficult to see* 
So far as my knowledge of the facts, preceding that that, when a territory has been like Missouri, 
purchase, enables to form an opinion, I pronounce for sixteen years in a strict state of territorial dis. 
that Mr. Jefferson, in planning the purchase, and cipline, prohibiting slavery, when the period aiv 
the gentlemen who were employed in negociating rives for her admission as a state, she will be peo- 
it, covered themselves with glory. The facts that pled entirely by inhabitants not having slaves, and 
preceded that purchase were these: In the year who will of course, insert the prohibition in their 
1786, Spain despatched a minister, named Gardo- constitution. 

qui, to this country, instructed to ofTer to form with It ought to be remembered, Mr. Chairman, that 
us a treaty of commerce, which she said was an the greatest part of the debt due for Louisiana, is 
advantageous one, if we would, in the same treaty, still unpaid, and that, if the mode I have asserted, 
consent to give up the navigation of that part of by which your treasury is now furnished, and must 
the river Mississippi which ran through the Spanish be in future, is true, then the slave-holding states 
dominions. This, sir, I asserted on this floor some will have more than half of the purchase to pay; but, 
days ago, and now repeat, that, on this treaty be- suppose we have only one half of it tQ pay, is it 
ing, according to the then routine of business, re- not fair, is it not just, that the use of this purchase 
ferred to Mr. Jay, then secretary for foreign af- should be as open to the inhabitants of the slave- 
fairs, he did, to the best of my recollection, report, holding, as to the inhabitants of the non-slave-hold- 
that it would, in his opinion, be expedient to adopt ing states; and how can this happen, if you aay to 
it; that seven, allot' the eastern and northern states, the inhabitants of the northern states, you may go 
did vote for it, but that, owing to the confederation there with your families, and all your properties; 
requiring that nine states should be necessary to but, if you, from the southern or slave holding 
form a treaty, it was at length defeated. If any states, choose to go there, it must be without your 
part of the public business of this country, in which slaves, these shall not go; thus denying to these the 
I have been engaged, ever gave me more pleasure instruments of their agriculture, and the means 
than others, it was the agency 1 had, in association of their comfort, and completely preventing the 
with an honorable gentleman, now high in 'office, possibility of their removing; from this, sir, will arise 
and in Washington, in preventing it. I believe I another evil, that of the fall of the value of all tbe 
may venture to say, that it was owing to us the lands the United States may have to sell in theter- 
whole pf the western country now belongs to us, ritories or states from which slavery is excluded, at 
and that the Mississippi now flows through Ameri- least one half, which, if the computations of the 
can lands, and that the American flag now waves number of acres come any thing near the mark, 
alone on her waters. I, therefore, have always felt 'must amount to at least six hundreds of millions 
more than a fraternal— 1 have felt, sir, a paternal of dollars lost to the common treasury, 
love for this country. Nor, sir, is this the only im- 1 have not condescended to notice the remark, 
portant agency 1 have had in the affairs of this very that one of the evils of slavery is, the lessening and 
valuable part of our union. It will be remembered depreciating tbe character of the whites in the slave* 
that, in the year 1802, the intendant of New-Orleans holding states, and rendering it leas manly and re- 
issued a proclamation, shutting that port to the publican, and less worthy, than in the non-slave- 
further reception and deposite of American pro- holding states, because it is not less decorous than 
duce, under the treaty of 1795, and that on his do- true; it is refuted in a moment by a review of the 
ing so, a ferment was excited throughout the union, revolutionary, and particularly the last war. Look 
of the most alarming nature; that war was called for, into your histories, compare the conduct of the he- 
both in the senate and out of doors, which it was roes and statesmen of the north and south, in both 
difficult for all the prudence and love of peace of those wars, in the field and in the senate; see the 
the president, to repress. Being, at that time, the monuments of valor, of wisdom, and patriotism th«y 
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have left behind them, and then ask an impartial 
world, on which side the Delaware lies the prepon- 
derance: they will answer in a moment to the 
south. 

It will not be a matter of surprise to any one, that 
so much anxiety should be shewn by the slave-hold- 
ing; states, when it is known that the alarm, given 
by this attempt to legislate on slavery, has led to 
the opinion, that the very foundations of that kind 
of property are shaken; that the establishment of 
the precedent is a measure of the most alarming 
nature; for, should succeeding congresses continue 
to push it, there is no knowing to what length it 
may be carried. 

Have the northern states any idea of the value of 
otir slaves? At least, sir, si:-: hundred millions of 
dollars. If we lose them, the value of the lands 
they cultivate will be diminished in all cases one 
half, and, in many, they will become wholly useless, 
and an annual income of at least forty millions of 
dollars will be lost to your citizens; the loss of 
which will not alone be felt by the non-slave-hold- 
ing states, but by the whole union; for, to whom at 
present, do the eastern states most particularly, and 
the eastern and northern, generally, look for the 
employment of their shipping, in transporting our 
bulky and valuable products, and bringing us the 
manufactures and merchandizes of Europe? Ano- 
ther thing, in case of these losses being, brought on 
us, and our being forced into a division of the union, 
what becomes of your public debt? Who are to 
pay this, and how will it he paid? In a pecuniary 
view of this subject, therefore, it must ever be the 
policy of the eastern and northern states to conti- 
nue connected with us. But, sir, there is an infi- 
nitely greater call upon them, and this is, the call 
of justice, of affection, and humanity. Reposing at 
a great distance, in safety, in the full enjoyment of 
all their federal and state rights, unattacked in ei- 
ther, or in their individual rights, can they, with in- 
difference, or ought they to risque, in the remotest 
degree, the consequences which this measure may 
produce. These may be the division of this union, 
and a civil war. Knowing that whatever is said 
fcere, must get into the public prints, I am unwil- 
ling, for obvious reasons, to go into the description 
of the horrors which such a war must produce, and 
ardently pray, that none of us may ever live to wit- 
ness such an event. 

ff you refuse to .admit Missouri without this pro- 
hibition, and she refuses it, and proceeds to form a 
constitution for herself, and then applies to you for 
admission, what will you do? Will you compel 
them by force? By whom, or by what force can 
this be effected? Will the states in her neighbor- 
hood join in the crusade? Will they, who, to a 
man, think Missouri is right, and you are wrong, 
arm in such a cause? Can you send a force from 
the eastward of the Delaware? The very distance 
forbids it; and distance is a powerful auxiliary to 
a country attacked. If, in the days of James 2d, 
English soldiers, under military discipline, when 
ordered to march against theif countrymen, con- 
tending in the cause of liberty, disobeyed the or- 
der, and laid down their arms, do you think our 
free brethren on the Mississipi will not do the 
tame? Yes, sir, they will refuse, and you will at 
last be obliged to retreat from this measure, and in 
a manner that will not add much to the dignity of 
your government. 

I cannot, on any ground, think of agreeing to a 
compromise on this subject. However we all may 
wish to see Missouri admitted, as she ought, on 
equal terms with the other states, this is a very 


unimportant object to her, compared with keeping 
the constitution inviolate —with keeping the hands 
of congress from touching the question of slavery. 
On the subject of the constitution, no compromise 
ought ever to be made. Neither can any be made 
on the national faith, so seriously involved in the 
treaty which gives to all Louisiana, to every part 
of it, aright to be incorporated into the union on 
equal terms with the other states. 

Surely, sir, when we consider the pub.lic distress 
of this country; and the necessity of union and good 
humor to repair our finances, and place our com- 
merce in that improved situation which will give us 
some hope of the rise of our products, such as may 
have a tendency to relieve our public and private 
embarrassments, if we had no other motives for it, 
certainly this should be sufficient. But, sir, there 
is one of infinitely higher moment. Do we recol- 
lect, that we are the only free republic now in ex- 
istence, and that, probably, such existence can only 
depend upon our distance from Europe, and our 
union with our present /lumbers. It may safely be 
calculated we have two millions of men.the greatest 
part of whom are able to bear arms. In case of our 
continuing an united people.no attack from Europe, 
a distance of four thousand miles, could ever be 
made with the least hope of success. From the 
distance, all Europe could not furnish eilhfer the 
men or means sufficient to divide or destroy this 
union. If we continue united, as we have been, in 
such an event, the states would so second the ge- 
neral government, and so nerve its arm, as to put 
all attack at defiance. But, if on this, or any other 
occasion, this union Should unhappily divide, and, 
from friends, become bitter and implacable enemies 
to each other, who shall say what Europe may at- 
tempt? Mark what they have done among themselves, 
to subjugate France, Ot\d destroy, in that part of the 
world, every thing that has the semblance of repub- 
licanism. View the league they have formed; in 
which, for the first time, all Europe is seen united 
as a single government, to maintain their monarchi- 
cal forms. Such is, no doubt, their detestation of 
every thing like republicanism, that, were the Unit- 
ed States in Europe, where they could be reached 
by land, 1 have not the smallest doubt, they would 
long since have been attacked, and every attempt 
made to reduce them to a monarchy. We are con- 
sidered, sir, as an evil example to the monarchical 
world. We are considered as the only repository 
of those principles which have lately appeared 
and flourished, for a time in Europe; and which, 
it has cost them so much blood and treasure, to sup- 
press, and should our divisions from friends to ene- 
mies, ever afford them an opportunity of striking at 
us, with the least probability of success, no doubt 
they will do so. 

1 will not trespass further on your patience, but 
thank the committe for the honor they have done 
me, by their attention. I hope the great importance 
of the subject will be my excuse; and that consider- 
ing the relation in which I have stood to the wes- 
tern country and the Mississippi, for the salvation 
of which, so far as means the keeping it annexed 
to this union, as I have already said, 1 think I may 
claim to a gentleman, now high in office, and my- 
self, as much as any other two can claim, the happi- 
ness of being the instruments; and having thus, in 
the early part of my life, labored with success for 
the parent, I cannot but think it a little extraordi- 
nary, that I should, at tills distant period, be cal- 
led upon to defend the rights of her children. My 
fervent wish is, that I may be able to do it with the 
same Success. 
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Indians of Missouri. 

Extract from a series of notes on the Missouri river, 

and some of the native tribes, by a gentleman at- 
tached to the Yellow Stone expedition, in 1819; 

published in the Petersburg Intelligencer. 

The Pawnees are now at war with the Osages, 
kanses, Sioux, and Spaniards; their war excursions 
are very frequently carried into the settlements of 
the latter, from whence they procure a great num- 
ber of fine horses; they likewise obtain horsesfrom 
the nations south of them for their blankets, guns, 
&c.; their horses they sell again to the nations on 
the Missouri, for double or treble the quantity; they 
appear to prefer obtaining European goods, by this 
species of traffic, to hunting for beaver and other 
valuable furs; and their trade is of very little im- 
portance to the whites. 

Their war parties, last summer, brought them in 
nearly 400 horses, principally stolen from the Spa- 
nish settlements. Formerly they held the Spaniards 
in great respect, as they put large detachments of 
troops into their country. Since 1806, however, 
the Spaniards have not done so, restrained proba- 
bly by the consideration that the territory belongs 
to the United States, and being debarred from the 
only effectual means of checking Indian depreda- 
tion, their settlements are placed in tfie same un- 
fortunate situation that ours were on the borders 
pf Florida. 

The agriculture of the Pawnees is about the 
same as the Kanses and Ottoes; like them, they 
only reside in their villages during the intervals of 
planting and gathering their corn; living nearer 
the habitual haunts of the Buffalo than those na- 
tions, they subsist exclusively on it; they never hunt 
on the Missouri, and have but little intercourse with 
the whites. 

They are a proud, haughty people, and have 
great ideas of their own strength and importancer 
Onfe of their principal men told the interpreter— 
“What do we care for the whites— did not our 
fathers live very well, without knowing that such 
people had an existence? Have we not plenty of 
buffalo meat 'and corn, not only for ourselves, but 
to give our friends when they come to see us; and 
what Pawnee is so poor that cannot, if he choose, 
give his guest a horse to ride home? Who is there 
in the world that doe9 not know of the bravery and 
numbers of the great Pawnee nation P* Notwith- 
standing, however, the good opinion they have of 
themselves, they are believed to be less warlike 
than their neighbors, owing to the comparative 
ease with which they live, subsisting entirely on 
buffalo; which they find so near them. The chase 
of the buffalo, besides, being loss laborious than 
that of the elk or deer, does not require the use of 
lire arms, with which the Pawnees are not expert. 
Their language is more guttural than that of the 
Kanses and Osages, and approaches nearer to the 
Sioux; their figures are tall and slim; they have re- 
markably high eheek bones, and a certain wildness 
of look that is peculiar to them. Their government, 
like that of the Ottoes, is an hereditary aristocracy; 
the power and authority of which is very much de- 
pendent upon the individual character of the prin- 
cipal chieftain. They are not so cleanly, or rather, 
they are more filthy, in their persons, lodges and 
cooking, than the other tribes. There is a custom 
among these Indians of swearing they will not sur- 
vive the death of a certain friend or friends, that 
frequently leads them to desperate deeds. About 
two years since, a trader descending the Avkatisaw, 
With some packs of beaver, and about thirty men, 
\vks attacked by a parly of three hundred Pawnees. 


They made a breast work of their packs of beaver, 
and finally succeeded in heating off the Indians, 
killing five or six of them. After the Indians had 
despaired of success, and were about giving up the 
attack, two Indians who had lost their friend^ made 
a furious charge by themselves: they were both 
cut to pieces, the memory of these men is univer- 
sally cherished: they are celebrated in all their war 
songs. 

The Pawnees find that formidable animal, the 
white or grizly,bear, in their hunting excursions 
towards the head of La Platte river On the Mis- 
souri, it is seldom seen below the Great Bend, and 
is found most frequently on the Yellow Stone and 
its branches, and at the three forks of the Missouri. 
This bear will usually attack a man if approached 
very near. Indians consider it a great exploit to 
kill one of them. When they are alarmed, they 
rise completely on their hind legs, and dart forward 
by jumps; they move much faster than a man can 
run, rushing forward with the utmost ferocity, their 
mouths wide open, and snapping their teeth, which 
makes a noise like the shutting of a steel -trap; a 
-man attacked by them on the open plains of the 
Missouri, has but little chance of eseape, if there 
be neither tree to climb, nor water to take to. The 
tenacity of life in these animals has been exagge- 
rated, hut is very remarkable; as many as thirteen 
balls have been put into them, without killing them; 
but there are also instances of their being killed by 
two, or even one ball; their most mortal part is di- 
rectly under the ear; they attack and kill a Buffalo, 
dragging him to their haunts, where they bury if 
they do not wish to eat him. 

These animals are so fierce, ardent and furious, 
that they soon exhaust their strength in pursuit; 
they are hunted by the Indians on horseback; a par- 
ty of three or four men, well mounted, approach the 
bear, and one of them provokes him to pursue him; 
this he does with his utmost force; the horseman, 
to avoid the bear, has to nut his horse to his metal; 
he leads him round a circle towards his companion^ 
one of whom provokes him; he is easily made to 
quit the old pursuit, and join in the new; he is 
again led round, and again induced to pursue a fresh 
horse; the bear pursues until he becomes complete- 
ly exhausted, lays down apparently lifeless, is per- 
fectly hors de combat, and may be approached and 
shot, by putting the muzzle of the gun to his ear. 
Nothing can be more animating, it is said, than this 
hunt; there is no danger of the bear overtaking the 
horse, unless be falls; if, however, the rider should 
be thrown, and the bear get a blow st him, death 
appears inevitable, such is the immense force with 
which they use their claws, (t takes a bear four or 
five /tars to attain its growth; they are supposed 
to arrive at a very old age, as they are frequently 
found with their claws worn out. 


Foreiga Articles. - 

ORXAT BRTTAJK AND I RELAX D. 

Some changes in the British ministry are talked 
of. The earl of Liverpool, it was said, was about 
to resign, and to be succeeded by lord Grenville. 
It was also reported that Mr. Yansittart was to give 
place to Mr. Huskisson. 

The queen’s birth day was observed at the di£ 
ferent public offices, and other places under con- 
trol of the executive, with a respect due to her sta- 
tion. The report of the queen’s arrival at Paris 
was incorrect. There were no accounts of her 
having left Geneva. 

The grand jury of London have ffrund a bill of 
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indictment for high treason against Edwards, the 
instigator of the Cato-street conspirators. Mrs. 
Thistlewood, Mrs. Brunt, Julian Thistlewood, and 
other witnesses, were examined in support of the 
charge. . Edwards had absconded — it is said Mr. 
Harmer, the solicitor, was authorized by some indi- 
vidual to offer 100/. reward for his apprehension. 
Evidence was produced that all the pikes which 
were found in the premises of the conspirators, 
were manufactured by Edwards* order, and that 
for every one of them the manufacturer was paid 
by Edwards. The manufacturer himself came for- 
ward to prove this fact. 

A late London paper says-~“A curious discovery 
has been made since it was determined to re-model 
the crown. Several of the large gems, (we have 
not yet learnt how many), turn out td be paste. It 
is supposed that this fraud was committed as far 
back as the time of Charles II. 

Messrs. Rundell and Bridges have contracted 
to make the alterations in the British crown for 
60,000 pounds! The coronation robe will cost 
o 6,000/. 

A very serious and fatal riot took place at Gree- 
nock, on the 7th of May, as follows: “A party of 
the Port Glasgow Volunteers were escorting some 
prisoners from Paisley, to the jail at Greenock; 
‘when they entered the town they were attacked 
with stones, and pelted severely; they succeeded, 
however, in lodging their prisoners safe in jail, 
when, on returning to Port Glasgow, they were at- 
tacked by the mob, (partly Greenock, and partly 
from the neighborhood) and were obliged to fire 
in their own defence. They effected their retjeat. 
There are already nine of the mob dead, and nine 
more dangerously wounded; there are two of the 
volunteers also wounded. 

«ln the mean time, after the military had retired, 
they broke open the jail and liberated the radi- 
cals, who had been lodged there from Paisley. 
Troops have been sent there, and every thing is 
again quiet.” 

A living animal of the antelope species, called a 
nahee, having the head of a cow, the mane of a 
horse, and the hind part resembling a mule, has 
been brought to England from the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

By an estimate made in parliament for the year 
1820, it appears that the total strength of the regu- 
lar force of the British army, including 19,899 on 
service in India, js 112,475, for which an appro- 
priation of 6,807,466/. 6«. and 4 d. is asked for to de- 
fray their expense, and for the navy 2,216,746/. 2a. 
and lid. sterling. 

A London paper, (Morning Chronicle), of May 
16, observes— “That although the sessions termi- 
nated but one week ago, we cannot but regret the 
amazing increase of crimes in the metropolis, as 
will be seen from the following statement: 

. STATS OF ITXWOATS. 

Males. Females. 


Under sentence of death. 

32 

1 

Convicts respited. 

7 

2 

Transportation for life, 

25 

14 

Do. for 14 years. 

14 

13 

Do. lor 7 years, 

79 

27 

For felonies and misdemeanors, &c. 29 

18 

By the commissioners of bankrupts, 5 
State prisoner, (Gilchrist) 1 

For assizes, 1 

. 1 

For trial. 

134 

24 


Among those to be tried are — burglary, 4; utter- 
ing forged notes, 18; highway robbery, 7; larce- 
nies, 72; bigamy, i; stealing money from a letter 
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in the post office, 1; perjury, 3; stealing in a dwel- 
ling house, 4; &c* 

This number is, however, exclusive of those 
who, during the sitting of the grand jury, may be 
committed for trial. 

KBAftCI. 

It is announced that count Volney, whose recent 
death the chamber of peers and the French acade- 
my have to deplore, has left in his will a sum 
amounting to a perpetual rent of 1200 francs, /.150 
sterling, as a prize, to be adjudged by the institute 
to the author of the best treatise on eastern lan- 
guages, and especially on the simplification of their 
characters. His obsequies were solemnized in the 
burial ground of Pere Lac liaise; it was conducted 
in the most simple manner; two peers of France 
and two members of the academy supported the 
pall; and numerous literary and scientific charac- 
ters followed ip procession. M. Baya, director of 
the French academy, pronounced a funeral eulogy 
on his grave. 

Sieur BedauIt,editor of the Paris Constitutionnel, 
has been found guilty of publishing an article in 
February last, tending to excite civil war in France, 
and sentenced to two years imprisonment, and 10,- 
000 francs, (/.416 sterling.) 

RI’AIN. 

A loan of 40 millions of rials has boen opened at 
Madrid, to bear an interest of 10 per cent. 

Deputies from several of the juntas were assem- 
bling at Madrid, to unite with the junta of the ca- 
pital, until the meeting of the cortes in July. 

England, France and Bavaria have expressed 
their approbation of the late revolution in Spain. 

The Madrid gazettes also contain addresses of 
congratulation to liis majesty from several totfns or 
public bodies, on his acceptance of the constitu- 
tion, and official accounts of its having been sworn 
to by many other corporations, public functionaries* 
boards, tribunals, &c. 

A royal decree, of the 29th of April, directs ano- 
ther decree, issued by the general and extraordi- 
nary cortes on the 26th of May, 1813, to be carried 
into immediate execution, whiqh requires the muni- 
cipal bodies to take down or destroy all signs of 
vassalage, existing in their respective cities, towns 
or villages, as the Spaniards neither do, or ever will 
acknowledge any oihor seignorage than that of the 
nation, and their noble pride will not bear the sight 
of such lasting memorials of their humiliation. Two 
circulars of the secretary of war, of the 15th and 
21st of April, enjoin all commanding officers to 
cause the constitution to be sworn to by the corps 
under their command; and acquaint them with his 
majesty’s pleasure, that the military should hence- 
forth have the benefit of the article of the constitu- 
tion which forbids prisoners to be put upon their 
oath, with regard to their own acts in criminal 
cases. 

Extract of a letter from a gentleman at Cadiz, 
dated May 3 — “The last post from Madrid brought 
an account of the discovery of a conspiracy to as- 
sassinate the king and place the infante don Carlos 
on the throne. It is well known, that this brother 
of the king was opposed to the adoption of the con- 
stitutional system, while the other, Francisco de 
Paula, notwithstanding he was declared by the 
cortes illegitimate, and ineligible to the crown, i» 
decidedly in favor of it* The principal conspirators 
were the heads of several of the orders of the fri- 
ars, one or two lawyers, two or three of the milita- 
ry, and, it is said, the duke of Alagon, and the count 
of Espeleta, together with one or two other per-, 
sons of rank, are implicated* G&rfotj however, had 
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no knowledge of the affair, and would never lend 
himself to such a diabolical scheme. It appears 
to hare been discovered almost at the moment of 
its commencement. In consequence of this, two 
royal orders have made their appearance, permitting 
the friars to secularize themselves, for which end 
a bull will be solicited from the pope. 

GERMANY. 

Sandt, the assassin of Kotzebue, has, at last, been 
sentenced to death by the government of Baden. 

Jerome Bonaparte, his wife, his sister Eliza, and 
Touche, are at Trieste, the Austrian government 
having given them permission to remain at that 
place. 

An article from Nuremburg, under date of May 
5, says “that never were such immense quantities of 
English manufactures and goods here as at the pre- 
sent fair. There is no room for them in the ware- 
houses, and the Hamburg and Dessan Jews are 
obliged to throw bales of calicoes in the street, that 
the purchasers may have room to move in the ware- 
houses. The ruin of our German manufactures is 
at hand— [as is designed by this glut]; the Saxon 
manufacturers are in despair, for ^ven their cheap- 
est goods cannot maintain the competition with the 
English. All the ready money now goes to Eng- 
land” 

Vienna Jlpril 8— His majesty , the emperor of Aus- 
tria, has appointed as contract geperal, for building 
vessels in North America, the baron I. Von Weiss. 
He was sent with despatches to Brazils. From 
there he will leave for the United States. The 
baron has it in his power to appoint .consul and 
consul generals for Austria, in the United 8tates — 
and, at the same time, was ordered by the emperor, 
to send his nephew, capt. Von Hoffmann, to relieve 
baroir Storm, the commander of the port at St. 
Helena. Mucli business in the mercantile line is an- 
ticipated from the spirited efforts of the Austrian 
natipn. The emperor has appointed ail the former 
vigilant contract generals to superintend the mer- 
cantile trade of the nation. The baron Rothschild, 
as consul general in London, the baron Von Pop- 
per, for Constantinople, and the baron Lamel Von 
Lamehfeld, for Italy — all of one family, who are of 
immense fortunes. 

RUSSIA. 

Some alterations have been made in the. new Rus- 
sian tariff, which is to aid the national manufactures. 


' CHRONICLE. 

Execution. The awful sentence of the law was 
yesterday performed upon Peregrine Hutton and 
Morris N. B . Hull, convicted, on tlieir own confes- 
sions, of the deliberate murder of John Heaps , mail 
driver. 

The late anniversary of our independence appears 
to have been observed more generally than usual — 
and the kicked practice of reading the declara- 
tion,” tve are happy to say, was as generally per- 
severed in. 

Died, on the 12th ult. at Columbus, O. major 
Mahlon Ford , late of Ogdensburg, N. Y. aged 64, 
a captain of the revolutionary war, and also of the 
same grade at St. Clair's defeat, in which he was 
wounded three times. 

Mr. Greene, whose resignation of the office of 
cashier of the Phoenix bank, New York, was lately 
announced, is now stated to be a defaulter to that 
institution to the amount of 2147,500. It is also 


said, that the bank is only conditionally secured for 
about one-half or one-third of this amount 

The steam boat Comet visited the village of Ar- 
kansas, on the river of that name, in May last, be- 
ing the first steam boat which ascended that river. 

The steam boat Calhoun left St Louis about the 
1st of June to ascend the Mississippi to the falls of 
St. Anthony. The distance from 900 to 1000 miles, 
and she was expected to make the voyage in twelve 
days. This is the first expedition of its kind ever 
attempted. 

United States stock r. A considerable amount of 
the 6 per cent, war loans were sold by auction at 
Boston, on the 3d of July— the lowest lot of 1812, 
at 104 5 3; the highest of 1815, at 106 5-8. 

Money. The city of New York has just borrow- 
ed 200,000 dollars at five per cent . It was taken uS 
immediately — one house took more than half Mm 
amount. 

Counterfeiting . A fellow has been arrested ie 
the state of New York, having in lus possession 
about 800,000 dollars in counterfeit and spurious 
bills, chiefly of the banks in the city of New York. 
He was on his way from the great manufacturing es- 
tablishment iu Canada, to distribute his stock in the 
departments 

From Missouri. The Indians above the Council 
Bluffs, have lately attacked a party of traders, one 
of whom they killed, and wounded three others. 
Captain Magee, of the rifle corps, was sent in pur- 
suit of them. The Indians are supposed to be the 
Aricareas, or Riccareas. 

From Mackinaw. By the arrival of the steam 
boat Walk-in-the-water at Buffalo, letters to the 
20th of June have been received from Mackinaw, 
which confirm the intelligence which we sometime 
since communicated of the hostile movements of 
certain Indians in the North West. We learn that 
“a letter was received some short time since at 
Chicago, from major Marston, commanding fort 
Armstrong. It appears that the express communi- 
cation has been cut of!', and that the major availed 
himself of a Sack Indian to communicate with ma- 
jor Baker, at Chicago. He states that two of his 
men had been killed by the Indians — that they had 
attempted to cut off his provisions, boats, Ac., but 
failed — that they had made something like a regu- 
lar attack upon the fort but were repulsed. His 
command was too small to think of leaving the fort 
in presence of the enemy. He had applied - to 
colonel Leavenworth for aid, but the colonePs com- 
mand was too small to afford any. 

“ The fact is that great apprehensions are enter- 
tained for the safety of all the posts west of Green 
Bay and Chicago. There are so few men at these 
places that it must be a great temptation to those 
Indians, who, no doubt, view with concern the ra- 
pid strides we are making in their country. 

“ There are some three or four hundred Indians 
at this port, on their way to Drummond's Island, for 
the purpose of receiving presents from theil great 
father, George IV. Iam told they receive annually 
I from g40 to 50,000 worth of goods from the British 
officers at that place.” 

1 Philadelphia, July 5. Thomas Bigelow , attorney 
at law, convicted on Thursday last, in the mayor’s 
court in this city, of a conspiracy, with others, to 
cheat and defraud Benjamin and Ellis Clark of six 
gold watches, was this morning brought to the bar, 
and sentenced “to pay a fine of seven hundred 
dollars, and to be imprisoned at hard febor for the 
term of three years.” 
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but I trust that such scenes will never be repeated, 
as if to shew that a violation of the most sacred 
Jaws and an exit on the gibbet, was among) the best 
roads to a blessed estate hereafter. It was the man • 
mn in which these things were done that has given ■ 
so much offence to society, and caused so many 
virtuous persons to recollect the famous saying of 
Henry, of France — “Heaven preserve me from my 
friends;,as to my enemies, I can take care of them for 
‘ myself;” in the belief that the indiscretions of the 
friends of religion are often more difficult to ward 
off than the open attacks of its enemies. 


Irish Antiquities. 

A history of Ireland, under the title of “ The Chro- 
nicle i of IflUSd, by the celebrated Roger O'Connor, 
has been announced for publication. It commences 
from the earliest point of time, which is recorded 
by the invention of letters, with a traditionary por- 
tlun, which was the work of Eolus, prince of the 
Gael of Sciot of Ib-er, who ruled in Gael-ag 1400 
years before Christ. It is asserted in the prospectus 
that, from the time of Eolus, the chronicles were 
written by the Ard-Olam of the Irish nation, till the 
days of Ete-Er-Ial, chief king in Er-i, 678 years be- 
fore Christ; and that, from the reign of Ete-Er-Ial, 
they have been compiled by every Ard-Olam of 
UUM, and submitted to the kings, princes, nobles 
and chiefs of the Olam, or heads of the people, 
assembled on the mount of Ull&'d, once every third 
year, to transact the business of the kingdom. It 
is, therefore, asserted that in these chronicles is to 
be found the authentic history of Ireland, from the 
year 1806 before the Christian era, to the birth of 
Christ; and that the writings hitherto imposed on 
the world as histories of Ireland, are compilations 
from the rhapsodies of bards, full of anachronisms 
and misrepresentations of facts — the contemptible 
' poetry of histoiy, pieced together by ignorant men. 

These Chronicles (says the editor) describe the 
mode of keeping time by our forefathers, and their 
luni-solar system. They correct errors respecting 
the language and religion of the Irish, and clearly 
show the former to be Phoenician, the latter not 
Druidic. They correspond exactly with the tradi- 
tions of the Hebrews concerning the overthrow of 
the Scythian dominion in Asia, and the establish- 
ment of Eis-oir (the Assyrian) on their ruin; and 
they record the building of Babyldn and Nineveh. 
They represent Noe, Japheth and Gog in new cha- 
racters, and explain the passage of Genesis, which 
says, “That the beginning of the kingdom was 
Babel, He. in thejand of Sbenar; out of that land 
went forth Asher, and budded Nineveh.” The 
Chronicles strip the events of the figurative dress 
in which the Hebrews have decked them, whilst 
they give the true original names of the Ganges, 
Tygris, Euphrates, Euxine, Caspian, Caucasus, Ar- 
menia, Colchis, Iberia, Albania, Phoenicia, Egypt 
and Spain; and of all places in Galicia. They also 
describe the commerce of the Phoenicians, with the 
southern parts of Britain, and mark the period 
when the isles of Sicily were separated from the 
main land. They confirm the accuracy of the tra- 
ditions of the Hebrews as to the colonization of the 
isles of the Gentiles by the posterity of Japheth; 
and they set at rest other important and curious 
matters, too numerous for brief anticipation. 

The editor states that he relies with confidence 
on the fidelity of bis materials; and deeming them 
authentic records, he has not stepped out of his way 
into the pathe of controversy; bat that when this 


curious piece of antiquity is attacked, he will not 
decline the combat u ith all who are inclined to en- 
ter the lists of literary warfare. The work will 
be illustrated by maps and oilier engravings. 


Penobscot Indians. 

FBOM TIIE BOSTON GAZETTE, JVLT 11. 

On Friday last, the lieutenant-governor of the 
Penobscot Indians, and their chiefs, arrived in Port- 
land on a visit, and were introduced to the governor 
and council in the senate chamber. A large num- 
ber of citizens were present at the interne w be- 
tween these sons of the forest and the new govern- 
ment of Maine. The governor addressed the chiefs 
substantially as follows: 

Brothers — Our chiefs no longer reside at Boston; 
this is a convenience to you, as well as to us; ve 
are now pleased to have you come among us; we 
have many things to say to you; and we expect you 
have also much to say to us. 

Tlie persons who set with me, to advise me what 
to say to you, are your friends; they will see that you 
have every thing which has been promised you. 

Your fathers were our friends; a long time since 
they helped us to drive away the red coats; and wc 
shall always remember them. 

The lust war you did right; you took no part; we 
did not ask. you to help us, because we ourselves 
were strong enough. 

We have many things to say to your chiefs, when 
you are ready to hear us. We have chosen colonel 
Lewis to talk for us, with whom you are acquaioted, 
who is one of our chiefs, and who is your friend, 
as well Os ours; you can believe every tiling he says 
to you. 

We shall now consider you as our children; you 
will have every thing from us, if you request it, 
which our friends at Boston promised you, but you 
must say to them, you depend on us alone. 

We now wish to hear you talk; we shall attend to 
what you say; we hope you have no complaints to 
make; if you have »»y they shall be attended to. 

The lieutenant-governor replied through an in- 
terpreter: 

“I thank your honor for the good you say. You 
see us well to-day. Christ is our Saviour as yours. 
He is the- same to us all — no difference of color. 
The same heaven is for the black men and the white 
men. 

One thing in particular I wish to say to-day. 
Perhaps we ^et nothing for it The white people 
take the fish in the river so that they no get up to 
us. They take them with wares ~ they take them 
with dip net They are all gone before they caa 
get to us. The Indians get none. If you can stop 
them, so that we can get fish too, we be very glad. 

There is another thing, our hunting privilege. The 
white men come and spoil all the game. They catch 
all the young ones and the old ones too. We take 
the old ones and leave the young ones tili f they grow 
bigger, and are worth more. We wish the white 
men to be stopped from hunting. They take the 
timber; they have teams and oxen to haul the trees. 
Indians have no teams, no oxen to haul timber. We 
wish your government to stop the white men from 
hunting — put their traps in their chests. I«et the 
white men have the timber and the Indians have 
the game. 

You see us now here very poor. If we were not 
poor you would see us better dressed. We want 
you to give us something, so when you see us again 
you will know us— Perhaps a hat, or shoes, or some 
powder and shot. 
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One word more. We want a new agent. You 
have a. new government, a new state. We wknt 
you to give us a new agent. 

We hear that a new treaty will be made; we want 
to know when your chiefs come from Portland to 
make a new treaty. We want to tell our people, 
so that they may be ready to receive your people.” 

To which the governor made the following re- 
ply 

“ Brother * — We have heard with attention, what 
you have said to us; our opinions agree with yours, 
that our Great Father is the same; we hope and we 
constantly pray, that you, as well as ourselves, may 
so conduct as will be most pleasing to him. 

What you have said about the wares, the dip- 
nets, and hedges, down the Penobscot Bay, and the 
injury they have done your fishery, will be attend- 
ed to; we hope they will not be much longer a 
subject of complaint; when the white people are 
as well informed on this subject as you are, these 
obstructions will disappear. 

We are sorry to be informed that the white peo- 
ple interfere with your hunting; because it is not in 
our power to prevent it. You say the white people 
can haul timber; ao can you: if they have oxen to 
do this, you can obtain oxen also; and you will cm- 
ploy them much better than they do, if you will 
plough your grounds and become good farmers. 

You say a new state should have a new agent; to 
thU\we have no objections— our wish is that you 
shouhl be satisfied, and that the agent should be 
your frivnd, as well as ours. 

Col. Lewis, with whom you are all acquainted, 
will beatKangor on Tuesday, the 15th of August; 
he wishes your governor to be there with all his 
writings at that time; there will be much to do, 
which will there be stated to him, and which your 
governor will be pleased with. 

You request something from us, that, when we 
see you again, we may know you. We comply with 
your request, as we' wish always to remember you; 
and that you should know and remember us as your 
friends. General Cony, who has provided for your 
accommodation, will attend to your request.” 

A dinner was provided for them by the governor, 
and we understand they did not depart empty- 
handed; and it is further understood that medals 
will be sent to the chiefshy the agent. 

The Penobscot tribe consists now of about 360 
souls. They own fbur townships of land, and some 
islands in Penobscot river: their village is Indian 
Old Town, composed of huts and log houses irre 
gularly built. They have heretofore received a 
sum of money from Massachusetts for their sup- 
port, which will be continued to them under the 
new government. 


Foreign Articles. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

From late London paper*. 

The British revenue, in the last year, compared 
with the preceding, was short in the Sum of 509,603 
pounds sterling. 

A dank has lately failed in the county of Hertford, 
whose outstanding debts wre said to be more than 
2.40,000; and whose assets in hand are said to be a 
tandem, horses, two hunters, aud seven pair of 
stays! 

The frequent sale of vive* in England, would 
justify an American traveller, according to the lex 
talinnis , to sajr, in a tour through that country, — 
•‘Evert Englishman sells his wife, in the public 
market, With a halter round her ne‘ck; the general 


price is about 6*. and the parties then adjourn to 
a tavern and get drunk on the money.” Take the 
following as an illustration! 

London, May 14. One of those disgraceful and 
demoralizing exhibitions, the sale of* a wife, was' 
witnessed at Canterbury the last market day. A 
laboring man, (or rather brute), brought his rib, a 
buxom young woman, into the market place, with a 
halter round her neck, and a white cockade in her 
bosom, offering her to the highest bidder; but most 
of the cognoscenti happened to be sellers, and she 
was knocked down at length for five shillings, 
which sum the seller, purchaser, and purchased, 
drank out at a neighboring ale house before part- 
ing-^ 

King'* court. His ma jesty recently held a court 
at his palace in Pall-mali, chieHy for the purpose of 
receiving addresses of condolence and congratula- 
tion. A deputation from the society of Friends, 
commonly called Quakers, of England, with an ad- 
dress on the demise of the late Icing, and on the 
accession of his majesty to the throne, expressive 
of their attachment to his person and government, 
were introduced into the presence of the sovereign 
on his throne, to present their address, which had 
been agreed upon at a general meeting on the 6th 
of March lust. '4 he address was read by Joseph 
Foster, to which the king returned an appropriate 
answer. The deputation was most graciously re- 
ceived. It is a remarkable circumstance that T. 
Howard, one of the above deputation, waited upon 
the late king, in the year 1760, with an address 
upon his accession to the throne. When the de- 
putation of the society of Friends arrived at the 
palace, they were proceeding to the presence 
chamber with their hats on. The attendants, not 
being exactly prepared for a dilemma of this kind, 
were for a minute or two at a loss how to act, for 
the worthy addressers paid no attention to the re- 
peated verbal hints which were given to them as 
they passed along, and an unpleasant predicament 
appeared inevitable, when a yeoman porter, more 
acute of apprehension than his fellows, ventured 
the expedient of removing the beaver from the 
head of one of the principal Friends with his own 
hands. The operation was submitted to without a 
murmur, and the whole deputation being speedily 
uncovered in the same way, they passed on to the 
presence of the sovereign. [London paper, 

FRANCE. 

The report of the French academy of science, on 
its transactions during the year 1819, contains the 
following statements: 

The population of Paris amounts to 714,000 — the 
number of non-domicilated or casual inhabitants, is 
24,000; the mean number of annual births, 21,000— 
the proportion of boys to girls, in the birth*, as 25 
to 24; the number of households, 225,000: 70,000 
oxen are annually consumed in the capital — 9,000 
cows — 78*000 calves — 34, 000 sheep— 72,000 hogs-— 
74,000,000 eggs — 900,000 pigeons— 1,200,000 chi<^ 
kens. 

A Frenchman, who had long inhabited Cochin 
China, where he had attained to the rank of manda- 
rin, has arrived at Bordeaux. He obtained the per- 
mission of the Cochin China government to re-visit 
his native country. 

SPAIN. 

The sum of <$14,000 has been raised at Havana 
for the relief ofthe widows and orphans pf the por- 
sons who fell in the massacre at Cadiz. 

The king has declared himself •; firtt *o U&er ofthe 
nation .” The country seems to be full of liberal 
sentiments. The press is more thSn free, and the 
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priest9 “quote scripture” in fevor of the constitu- 
tion. 

PORTUGAL. 

Lord Bercsford, or, in other worils, “his excel- 
lency the marshal-general, marquis of Campo-ma* 
jor,” has sailed from Portugal for Rio Janeiro. Pre- 
vious to his departure, he addressed a general or- 
der to the army, announcing his determination to 
“present himself in the royal presence.” From this 
order, we are led to believe, that this visit to the 
Brazils arises from the derangement of the kingless 
kingdom. One of his objects, is “to make all possi- 
ble exertions to ameliorate the state of pay and al- 
lowances, which unfortunate circumstances have 
caused to be so much in arrear, and by which delay 
of payment his excellency knows and laments the 
privations which many excellent and deserving of- 
ficers have suffered; and, on this point, lie doubts 
not that his majesty, with his accustomed regard to 
his army, will make decisive arrangements.” 

“The supreme command of the army, during the 
absence of his excellency, will be lodged with tile 
most excellent lieutenant general, Francisco dc 
l'aula Leitc.” Cam. Adv. 

ITALY. 

Sir Humphrey Davy has had great success in'Un- 
roTling the manuscripts of Herculaneum and Pom- 
peii. In a short time the contents of each roll will 
be known, as well as its title, which is generally 
found in the interior. 

TAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

The British appear to be much interested in the 
formation of an extensive colony at the Cape of Good 
Hope. Many settlers have already arrived there, 
and, from appearances, will do well. No doubt, it 
may soon be a strong flouri hing colony; and, per- 
haps, in time, become an independent state. It i9, 
however, the determination of the British govern- 
ment to suspend further aid to emigration to this 
Country until the success of the present settlers is 
ascertained. 

BRAZIL. 

A late London paper announces a new work 
respecting this extensive country, entitled — “The 
travels of prince Maximilian, in the years 1815,1816 
and 1817.” It is represented as giving a very in- 
teresting account of this kingdom, the prince hav- 
ing passed through many regions heretofore un- 
known to European travellers. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

It appears that Brion has been compelled to aban- 
don Rio de la Hache, after destroying the town 
and forts. 

The constitution was proclaimed at Carthagena 
on the 10th of June, with great rejoicings, and in 
the palace hitherto occupied by the IutptisiHon. 
The vice-roy was reduced to the rank of licut. 
gen. without any command. The former command- 
ant of the troops was compelled to leave the coun- 
try* 

A late letter from Cadiz says— “Seven ships of 
war are now fitting out in this harbor, and will sail 
about the first week in May, for the purpose of 
carrying out deputies to different parts of South 
America. It is understood that the milder weapons 
of negotiation and of expostulation will be tried 
before recourse is had to arms. 

Buenos Ayres . — Captain Sutton, who has arrived 
at Portsmouth, N. H. from Buenos Ayres, left that 
place on the 10th of May. He informs, that Buenos 
Ayres had long been in a state of commotion, from 
the conflicting interests of the different chiefs. The 
government had been five times changed during 
his stay there. Pueyrredon, who had governed for 


a length of time, had, a month before; left that 
place for Monte Video, with a large property; — Ar- 
tigas declaring he would not make peace while he 
was in office. Ramirez and Carrera, the mount*** 
generals, who commanded 1500 or 2000 troops, had, 
a few days before, taken possession of Buenos Ay- 
res, and thrown Sarratea, the governor, in prison. 
A stop was, in consequence, put to aJl^ kinds of 
business, and the inhabitants were fast quitting the 
place. Thirty families removed to Monte Video 
three days before captain Sutton sailed. 


CHRONICLE. 

"Going-going-gone.” Many banks, too tedious to 
mention, are “shutting up shop”— leaving the little 
circle in which their notes were received in a state 
of wonderment that a bank should break! Good bye 
to them. Begotten in iniquity, they have died ia 
corruption, in a few yean more, there is some 
prospect that bank bills will regain their character, 
provided, nevertheless, we can guard against coun- 
terfeited and altered notes. Except the introduc- 
tion of slavery by the “mother country,” they have 
been nearly the greatest curse which has afflicted 
our land. But the misery of the thing it, that the 
fellows who ought, perhaps, to suffer on the gallows 
for ban king frauds, arc those who live m their palaces 
and at ease. 

The cashier of the New-IIampshire bank, at 
Portsmouth, appears to have made a deficit of 

£42,000 79. So we go Moral principle 9eems 

to have sunk beneath giant peculation and fraud. 

"Patriot*!” The brig Wilson, alia* Bolivar, &c. 
commanded by capt. Almeida, et alia t, and appa- 
rently having several Bags, Bncnos Ayrean, Arti- 
gaiv Ventzuelian, et alias — by which a Spanish 
ship bound to Baltimore was recently captured 
on onr coast, was lately qff Charleston waiting 
for men. Information of the fact being giver, 
lieutenant McCluaie, of the United States schoon- 
er Revenge, happily arrested a sloop load of her 
intended crew, and they were lodged in jail, to- 
gether with a person calling himself Job Weedcn 
and reported to be the surgeon of the privateer. — 
After this service, lieuti McClunie,in the Revenge, 
accompanied by the revenue cutter Gallatin, having 
on board a detachment of U. S. artillerists, proceed- 
ed to sea to arrest the privateer and her prize, the 
Santiago — but returned without being able to come 
up with them. 

The “patriot” brig General Ramirez, has been 
captured off the southern coast and carried into 
Savannah, by the U. S. revenue cutter Dallas. This 
vessel is a prize to a privateer, and had on board 
280 slaves, mounted 10 guns and was manned with 
28 men. She had^not any papers — the purpose 
of her commander was, no doubt, to smuggle the 
slaves ashore. Her crew have been deposited in 
jail. This is the vessel by whom young Copphi- 
ger, son of the governor of St. Augustine, was taken 
out of an American vessel— of whom we have the 
following account from a Charleston paper of the 
5th intfL 

“A gentleman who arrived at this port yesterday 
from St. Augustine, informs us, that a few days pre- 
vious to his sailing, a patriot privateer touched at St. 
Augustine, having on board Mr. Coppmger , son of 
the governor of the latter place, who was forcibly 
taken out of the schr. Mary , a short time since, oa 
her passage from this port for Matanzas. The 
commander of the privateer made the fact of bis 
son being on board, known to the governor, and 
required a supply of provisions and water, as acon- 
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dition of his release. Gov. Coppinger refused com- 
plying' with the request, calling the commander 
and his crew, at the same time, a band of bucca- 
neers, who were unworthy of any assistance. It 
was finally, through the humane exertions of the 
above gentlemen who furnished us with these par- 
ticulars, that young Mr. Coppinger obtained his 
freedom.” 

p* Slave traders. Eighteen persons, which belonged 
to the slave vessels sent into New-York by the Cy- 
ane, have arrived at Boston, in a merchant vessel, 
under charge of a midshipman, and were delivered 
into the custody of the marshal. They are chiefly 
foreigners and of several nations. The captain of the 
F.ndymion, however, is an American, named An- 
drews, and a midshipman in the navy. The Cyane 
had not made any new captures. 

Piracy. James Chase, convicted of piracy at 
Charleston, was hung there a few days since, pur- 
suant to his sentence. 

Levris , a person famous for his robberies and es- 
capes from prison in Pennsylvania, has been taken 
and lodged in the jail of Centre county. He and 
his associate, Connelly, were fired upon by a party 
resolved to take them: the latter was killed, and 
Lewis himself badly wounded. 

Flour , at Lisbon, £5 per barrel, by retail ! The 
crop of wheat, in the United States, never was 
nearly so large as ip ttye present year, and that of 
corn is more promising than ever known: the value 
of a home market will be seen, felt, and understood 
by our farmers. 

Masonic. Daniel D. Tomkins, vice president of 
the United States, was recently inducted into the 
office of ‘Most Worshipful Grand Master of the state 
of New York/ The ceremony was performed by 
the Most Worshipful Past Grand Master of Masons, 
gen. Jacob Morton. 

St. Paul’s church , Boston. — 34 pews in this new 
church, on the ground floor, were sold for $21,862, 
an average of about 615 dollars each; and 10 in the 
gallery at about J5Q each. 

' Specie. It is said, and we think with probability, I 
that there never was more specie in the United 
States than at this present time. 

Fine arts. Rembrandt Peale, of Baltimore, to 
whose pencil we have been indebted for several 
exquisite pieces, is now employed on a picture, 24 
feet by 15, the subject of which is the “Court of 
Death,” from bishop Porteus’ poem. 

Walker’s Dictionary. The Incorporated Society 
of Teachers of the city of New-York, (says a paper 
of that place), have adopted Walker’s dictionary as 
their standard of English pronunciation. John- 
son's orthography and Walter's pronunciation will 
doubtless become the universal standard of English 
literature. 

Pensioners. About one hundred aged soldiers of 
the revolution assembled at New-Haven, Con. on 
the 5th inst. to make application for pensions. The 
court seemed at first resolved to charge them $4.75 
each, for the necessary papers, to be paid for before- 
hand. It was impossible for many to comply with 
this requisition. Public opinion came to the aid of 
the yeterahs, and finally the judges, sheriff, clerk, 
&c. all resigned the fees to which they appeared to 
be legally entitled. 

Baltimore inspections . Among the articles inspect- 
ed at Baltimore, during the quarter which ended 
on the 30th June ult., were 108,846 bbls , and 3,917 
half bbls. wheat flour, and 1,531 casks indian meal; 
30,156 bbls. herrings, and 7,137 do. shad; 1,136 
lihds. and 9,086 bbls. domestic liquors, 


Maryland penitentiary — 254 males and 55 females, 
are at present confined in this establishment, va- 
riously employed in weaving, cord warning, h att ing, 
&c. 

Direct taxes . By a law passed at the late session 
of ‘congress, the lands and tenements sold for the 
United States* direct taxes of 1815 and 1816, and 
bought in for the United Stat< s , may be redeemed un- 
til the 30th June, 1821, by payment of the amount 
of the purchase money, and an interest of twenty 
per cent, per annum thereon. 

Public lands. At a late sale of public lands at 
Huntsville, it is stated that a very extensive combi- 
nation of individuals was formed to keep down the 
price; and that after several lots had been sold it 
was discovered by the register and receiver, who 
then stopped the sale — to the great disappointment 
of some worthy persons who intended to purchase 
for actual settlement, and not for speculation. The 
circumstance seems to have caused much excite- 
ment at Huntsville. 

Naval Order. The navy department has given 
notice, that all midshipmen whose warrants bear 
date previous to the first of January, 1814, who in- 
tend to be candidates for promotion, are required 
to report themselves to the department before thfe 
first day of* October next, that they may attend an 
examination, which will take place at New-York, 
on Monday, the 9th day of that month. 

Navy charitable association . We understand, 
(says the New-York Mercantile Advertiser), that a 
convention of delegates from the officers of the 
navy and marine corps on the different stations, 
met on board the United States’ ship Washington, 
in this harbor, on the 4th inst. agreeably to previ- 
ous arrangements, for the purpose of forming an 
association for the relief and support of the families 
of deceased officers. There were present com. 
Isaac Chauncey, capt, Samuel Evans, master comdt. 
Alexander J. Dallas and William B. Shubrick, lieut. 
comdt. Isaac M’Keever, Dr. Samuel P.. Marshall, 
and Rev. Cheever Felch. Commodore Chauncey 
I was elected president and Mr. Joseph Watson se- 
cretary. After discussing the general principles 
which should be adopted. Dr. Marshall, It. comdt. 
M’Keever, and the Rev. Mr. Felch, were appointed 
a committee to draft a constitution for the govern- 
ment of this institution. The convention then ad- 
journed to the 13th inst. On that day the com- 
mittee reported progress, and, after discussing 
some points, the convention adjourned to the 14th 
inst. to give the committee time to perform the 
duties assigned it. Several delegates have been 
prevented attending by ill health and other causes. 
But the convention has before it the expressions of 
the views of the officers on the home stations, and 
from the Mediterranean. 

Banks. From the Columbus, (O.) Monitor, July 
1 1. — “Hitherto, the banks, one by one, and two at 
once, have been sliding down the current of obli, 
vion; but now, at once, the whole of the non-specie 
paying banks have withered before the magic touch 
of specie. The bank in this town has resumed 
specie payments; and nearly all the paper, that was 
in circulation here, is shut out of bank, and sunk in 
value. 

It is instructing, if not gratifying, to witness the 
revolutions of thijtos as well a9 of men. A few, 
years since, a small pile of specie laid on the coun- 
ter of a banking house, was like the deity of Midas, 
that turned whole bundles of rags into gold and 
silver t But now this same metallic rod is “the spear 
of Ithurief, which makes every [rug] return of 
force to its own likeness.” 
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•Whi'nr. This new state has quietly proceeded to 
the business of her new sovereignty, and many acts 
have passed her legislature suited to her condition. 
Massachusetts, too, without bustle, is re-organizing 
her family, so far as it has been aifected by the loss 
of Maine. It is sweet to notice the occurrence of 
events so favorable to the great first principles of 
republicanism. 

Thx Rook seeks. New London, June 29. We 
are informed that a contagious disorder is now rag- 
ing among the sect known by the name of Roge- 
rfcen Quakers in Grotan. Already several have died, 
and among them* the celebrated Timothy Water- 
man, their chief elder. The principles of their re- 
ligion do not allow them to avail themselves of the 
experience of physician*, or of medicines, to effect 
a cure. As a specimen of their mode of proceed- 
ing in case of sickness, we give an anecdote relat- 
ed to ua by a respectable gentleman. A few weeks 
since one of the members of the society being taken 
sick, the elder paid her a visit — and after looking 
around him, gave it as his opinion that her sickness 
was sent upon her as a punishment for her pride. 
Me immediately suggested, as the only means to pre- 
nerve her life, that an elegant clock that was stand- 
ing in the room, should be taken down, and the 
room should be stripped of its elegant mouldings, 
which was immediately*done. A short time after the 
elder made another call, and found the patient still 
lower— he then decided she was not yet sufficiently 
humble, and the poor clock was brought down from 
the garret, stove in pieces and burnt! The woman 
died. The next week Timothy himself was taken 
sick — he refused all medical aid, and died in the 
firm belief of the truth of his principles of religion. 
The society of which he was a member, contains, 
we believe, ISO persons, and is fast increasing.— 
They neither bear arms nor vote — they pay their 
taxes cheerfully — having nothing to do with courts 
of law, and are a peaceable and industrious people, 
manufacturing all their own clothing of every de- 
scription. 

We understand that the select men of Groton, 
with a view to prevent the further extension of the 
disease, are consulting on the propriety and expe- 
diency of removing the sick to Mason’s island, on 
the south shore of the town. 

raasarriaiA* causes. 

The general assembly of the Presbyterian church , in 

the United States, to the churches under their care : 

Whereas it is the duty of all men to acknowledge 
God in all the dispensations of his providence,, and it 
is peculiarly incumbent on Christians to observe the 
ways of Divine goodness, and the dealings of God 
to his church: Whereas, in the present mixt state 
of (things, wherein mercies and judgments are 
mysteriously mingled in the administrations of Pro- 
vidence, there is, in the most afflictive circumstan- 
ces, nmph cHuse tbr thanksgiving and praise; and 
in the highest prosperity much reason for humilia- 
tion and mourning: And Whereas, in the present 
day, there are many remarkable tra.ts in the charac- 
ter of Divine Providence, calling for particular ob- 
servation, and many events in the church that may 
well engage the most serious attention of every 
Christian; especially, it has pleased God to visit 
our country with great and unexampled pecuniary 
embarrassments, deeply affecting the condition 
of all* classes of persons, and the interests of the 
various institutions of pious benevolence among 
us, and at the same time to fill our land with abun- 
dance of food for man and. beast: as it' has also 


pleased Him to pour out his Holy Spirit on many 
parts of Zion, and to cause, as we hope, a great in- 
gathering of souls, and yet to leave many partaua- 
visited, to allow divisions and jealousies still to pre- 
vail among the professed disciples of the Lord — 
therefore. 

It is recommended to all the churches under our 
care, to set apart the last Thursday in August next, 
as a day of humiliation, thanksgiving and prayer, par- 
ticularly to observe the ways of Providence and the 
dispensations of grace; to abstain from all unneces- 
sary labor and wordly care on that day; to assemble 
in their places of worship, and with united heart 
and voice to render thanksgiving to almighty Gob 
for the blessings of his Providence, and for the ef- 
fusion of his Holy Spirit; and also, to humble them- 
selves before him for their sins; to beseech him to 
overrule the dispensation of his Providence for his 
own glory, the good of the church, and the prosper 
rity of our common country; and to plead with Him 
that he may visit his church in the fullness of him 
mercy; may heal all divisions, remove every cause 
of offence, banish all error, and so give efficacy to 
the word of truth, that every where Christiana may 
be edified and strengthened, may walk together in 
love, and in all things adorn the doctrine of our 
Saviour; and that those who are afar off may be 
brought nigh by the blood of Christ, and the whole 
earth be filled with the knowledge of God. 

Signed by order of the general assembly, 

JOHN M’DOWELL, Moderator. 

Philadelphia, June 1 , 1820. 

OlTltU OBDKES. 

Head seavten, Portland, (MaineJ Jam *9, ISSp. 

Fello-w soldiers ! Connected for many years past, 
in the performance of military duty with many of 
you, and now, by the suffrages of my fellow citi- 
zen*, associated with you all, it is peculiarly proper 
that I should address you on the present occasion. 
Our constitution has been framed and adopted with 
uncommon unanimity; invidious and improper ex- 
emptions arc no longer tolerated, which will, no 
doubt, animate you with new zeal in the discharge 
of your duty as citizen soldiers. 

Having an extensive and exposed sea coast, and 
a territory bordering to the north and the east upon 
the possessions of a foreign power, with whom, I 
trust, wc shall, on our part, ever cultivate friendly 
relations, but with whom we have more than once 
been in a state of hostility, you cannot be too strong- 
ly impressed with the importance of the services 
which you msy be called upon to render to your 
country. While we rely* with confidence upon the 
government of the United States for general pro- 
tection and defence, the militia must ever be con- 
sidered as constituting our main pillar of security, 
on all sudden emergencies; as standing armies are 
equally opposed to the genius of our government, 
and the feelings and interests of the people. 

Relying on your good conduct, spirit and disci- 
pline, 1 flatter myself that you will pot permit your- 
selves to suffer in comparison with the troops of 
any part of our country. I request you, fellow, 
soldiers, to be assured of my exertions in promot- 
ing the best interests of the militia, and of my par- 
ticular attention to every meritorious officer; while, 
on the other hand, it will be my object to see that 
the laws are promptly executed, where the charmc-> 
ter of the officer is not honorably supported. 

WILLIAM KING. 

Sixufi. Cost, Adjutant-general. 
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Missouri Question. 

SPEECH OF MR. SERGEANT, (OF PENN.) 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The question before the committee was on agree- 
ing to the f ollowing amendment : 

‘‘And shall ordain and establish that there shall 
be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the 
said state, otherwise than in the punishment of 
crimes, whereof the parly shall have been duly 
-convicted. Provided alw ays, that any person escap- 
ing into the same, from whom labor or service is 
lawfully claimed in any other state, such fugitive 
may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the 
person claiming his or her labor or service as afore- 
said. And provided also, that the said provision 
shall not be construed to alter the condition or civil 
rights of any person now held to service or labor 
in the said territory .” 

Mr. Chairman : The important question now' be- 
fore the committee, has already engaged the best 
talents and commanded the deepest attention of the 
nation. What the people strongly fee^ it is natu- 
ral that they should fieely express; and w hether 
this is done by pamphlets and essays, by the reso- 
lutions of meetings of citizens, or by the votes of 
state legislatures, it is equally legitimate, and en- 
titled to respect, as the voice of the public, upon a 
great and interesting public measure. The free 
expression of opinion, is one of the rights guaran- 
teed by the constitution; and, in a government like 
ours, it is an invaluable right. It lias not, therefore, 
been without some surprise and concern, that I 
have heard it complained of, and even censured, in 
this debate. One member suggests to us that, in 
the excitement which prevails, he discerns the ef- 
forts of what he has termed an “expiring party,” 
aiming to re-establish itself in the possession of 
power, and has spoken of a “juggler behind the 
scene.” lie surely has not reflected upon the 
magnitude of the principle contended for, or he 
would have perceived at dice the utter insignifi- 
cance of all objects of factious and party contest, 
when compared with the mighty interests it in- 
volves. It concerns ages to come, and millions to 
be born. We who are here, our dissentions and 
conflicts are nothing, absolutely nothing, in the 
comparison: and I cannot well conceive, that any 
man who is capable of raising his view to the ele- 
vation of this great question, could suddenly bring 
it down to the low and paltry consideration of par- 
ty interests and party motives. 

Another member, ( Mr. M‘Lane), taking, indeed, 
a more liberal ground, has warned us against arabi- 
tious and designing men, wdio, he thinks, will al- 
ways be ready to avail themselves of occasions of 
popular excitement, to mount into power upon the 
ruin of our government, and the destruction of our 
liberties. Sir, I am not afraid of what is called 
popular excitement — all history teaches us, that 
revolutions are not the work of men, but of time 
and circumstances, and a long train of preparation. 
M . n do not produce them; they are brought on by 
corruption — they are generated in the quiet and 
stillness of apathy, and to my mind nothing could 
present a more frightful indication, than public 
indifference to such a question as this. It is not 
by vigorously maintaining great moral and political 
principles in their purity, that w r c incur the dan- 
ger. It gentlemen are sincerely desirous to per- 
pctiiRtr tne blessings of that free constitution un- 
der which we live, [ would advise them to apply 
their exertions to the preservation of public and 
private virtue, upon which its existence, I had al- 


most said entirely, depends. As long as this is pre- 
served, we have nothing to fear. When this shall be 
lost — when luxury and vice and corruption, shall 
have usurped its place, then, indeed, a government 
resting upon the people for its support, must toUcr 
and decay, or yield to the designs of ambitious and 
aspiring men. 

Another member, the gentleman to whom the 
committee had lately listened with so much atten- 
tion, (Mr. Clay), after depicting, forcibly and elo- 
quently, what he deemed the probable consequeu- 
ce.s of the proposed amendment, appealed em- 
phatically to Pennsylvania, “the unambitious Penn- 
sylvania, the key-stone of the federal arch/* whe- 
ther ihe would concur in a measure calculated to 
disturb the peace of the union. Sir, this was a 
single arch; it is rapidly beedming a combination 
of arches, and where the centre now is, whether 
in Kentucky or Pennsylvania, or w’here at any given 
time rt will be, might be very difficult to tell. Penn- 
sylvania may indeed be styled “unambitious,” for 
she has not been anxious for what are commonly 
deemed honors and distinctions, nor eager to dis- 
play her weight and importance in the affairs of 
ihe nation. She has, nevertheless, felt, and still 
does feel, her responsibility to the union, and un- 
der a just sense of her duty, has always been faith- 
ful to its interests, — under every vicissitude, und 
in every exigency. But Pennsylvania feels also a 
high responsibility to a great moral principle, 
whioh she has long ago adopted with the most im- 
pressive solemnity, for the rule of her own conduct, 
and w'hich she stands bound to assert and maintain, 
wherever her influence and power can be applied, 
without injury to the just rights of her sister states. 
Tt is this principle, and this alone, that now go- 
verns her conduct. She hold* it too sacred to suf- 
fer it to be debased by association with any party 
or factious view's, and she will pursue it with the 
singleness of heart, and with the firm but unoffend- 
ing temper which belong to a conscientious dis- 
charge of duty, and which, 1 hope I may say, have 
characterized her conduct in all her relations. If 
any one desire to know what this principle is, he 
shall hear it in the language of Pennsylvania her. 
self, as contained in the preamble to her act of abo- 
lition, passed in the year 1780. 1 read it, not with- 
out feelings of sincere satisfaction, as abridged by 
a foreign w riter, with his introductory remark. (2 
Bclsham , 23, memoirs of Geo . 3.) 

“It affords a grateful relief from the sensations 
which oppress the mind in listening to tbc tale 
of human folly and wretchedness, to revert to 
an act of the most exalted philanthropy, passed 
about this period by the legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania, to the following purport:” “When we 
contemplate our abhorrence of that condition, to 
which the arms and tyranny of Great Britain were 
exerted to reduce us, when we look back on the 
variety of dangers to which we have been exposed, 
and deliverances wrought, when even hope and 
fortitude have become unequal to the conflict, we 
conceive it to be our duty, and rejoice that it is in 
our power, to extend a portion of that freedom to . 
others which hath been extended to us, to add 
one more step to universal civilization, by remov- 
ing, as much as possible, the sorrows of those who 
have lived in undeserved bondage. Weaned by a 
long course of experience from those narrow’ pre- 
judices and partialities we had imbibed, we con- 
ceive ourselves, at this particular period, called 
upon, by the blessings w'e have received, to mani- 
fest the sincerity of our profession. In justice, 
therefore, to persons who, having no prospect be- 
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fore them, whereon they may rest their sorrows 
ami their hopes, have no reasonable inducement to 
render that service to society which otherwise they 
might; and also in commemoration of our own hap. 
py deliverance from that state of unconditional 
submission to which we were doomed by the ty- 
ranny of Britain: Be it enacted, that no child born 
hereafter shall be a slave, &c.” In this manner did 
Pennsylvania express her thankfulness for the de- 
hverance that had been wrought for her, and I am 
confident she will never incur the siu and the dan* 
t» er of ingratitude. 

Stedfustly as Pennsylvania holds the position here 
taken, she will not officiously obtrude her opinions 
Upon her sister states. One of the grounds of her 
rejoicing, and one of the causes of her gratitude, 
Was, that “she had it in her power to abolisbslave- 
ry” She will not, in this respect, presume to judge 
for others, though she will rejoice if they too 
should have the power and feel the inclination. 
Put, whenever the question presents itself, in a 
case where she has a right to judge, I trust she 
will be true to her own principles, and do her duty. 
f$uch I take to be the case now before the com- 
mittee. 

The proposed amendment presents for consi- 
deration three questions; that of the constitutional 
power of congress, that which arises out of the 
t reaty of cession, and, finally, that which is termed 
the question of expediency. I beg the indulgence 
of the committee while 1 endeavor to examine them 
in the order stated. 

1. We arc about to lay the foundation of a new 
state, beyond the Mississippi, and to admit that 
state into the union. The proposition contained 
in the amendment is, in substance, to enter into & 
compact with the new state, at her formation, \|hich 
.shall establish a fundamental principle’ of her go- 
vernment, not to be changed without the consent of 
both parties; and this principle is, that every human 
being bom or hereafter brought "wilhiu the Mate, shall 
be free. 

The only questions under the constitution seem 
to me to be, whether the parlies are competent to 
make a compact, and whether they can make such 
a compact ? If they cannot, it must be either for 
want of power in the parties to contract, or from the 
nature of the subject. 

It cannot, at this time of day, be denied, that the 
United States have power to contract with a state, 
nor that a state has power to contract with the 
United States. It has been the tmiform and undis- 
puted practice, both before and since the adoption 
of the constitution. There are numerous instances 
of cessions of territory, or claims to territory, by 
states, to the union. By New- York, in 1781; by 
Virginia, in 1784 and in 1788; by Massachusetts, 
in 1785; by Connecticut, in 1786; by South Caro 
lina, in 178 7; by North Carolina, in 1790; and by 
Georgia, in 1802. The last mentioned cession is 
t}ie more remarkable, because it was made by a 
formal agreement between the United States and 
Georgia, in which the stipulations on each side are 
atated in the same manner and with the like solem- 
nity, as in contracts with individuals. No doubt 
they were considered to be, and really are, of 
equal efficacy, 

There is one instance of a cession of territory by 
United States to a state^that to Pennsylvania, in 
September, 1788, in which also there arc mutual 
stipulations. 

Each of these instances, is a case of mutual com- 
pact, by which there was a surrender of a portion 
pf power ap4 sovereignty, on the part of the re- 


spective states;, by which, too, there were term* 
mutually agreed upon. The most striking is that 
from Virginia, which I shall have occasion to refer 
to hereafter, and that from Georgia, because they 
both contain conditions operating as a restraint 
upon the legislative authority of the United States*- 
binding and adhering to the ceded territory, and 
fixing the terms and conditions of its future govern- 
ment. So, when the United States, soon alter the 
state of Louisiana was admitted into the union, en- 
larged the territory of that state by a cession, it was 
done upon conditions, which thenceforth became 
obligatory upon the state. 

These instances are sufficient to show that the 
United States, and a state, are competent to make 
a binding compact. Indeed it is impossible that 
any man should doubt it. The states have capacity 
to coutract with each other, so far as they are not re- 
strained by the constitution. In 17&5 a compact was 
made between Pennsylvania and Virginia. There 
was a compact between Pennsylvania and New- 
Jersey, and between South Caroliuaand Georgia. 
The only restraint in the constitution, (art. 1, sec- 
10, clause 2), is that which prohibits states from 
entering into any agreement or compact with each 
other, or with a foreign power, without the consent 
of congress; and this prohibition, from its very na- 
ture, admits that they may enter into such compacts 
or agreements with the United States. 

The states have a capacity to contract even with 
individuals, and in so doing to part with a portion 
of their legislative power. This is the case when- 
ever a charter of incorporation is granted, by which, 
rights of property become vested. During the pe- 
riod of the charter, the subject is beyond the con- 
trol of the legislative authority, which is so far sus- 
pended or extinguished by the grant. The United 
States have done the name tiling, and with the like 
effect 

If it be competent to the United States to con- 
tract with an old state, it seems to follow of course, 
that it has a competency to contract with a new 
one. The admission of the state is itself a compact, 
as the constitution of the United States was a com- 
pact between the existing states; and it would be 
difficult to assign any good reason, why, upon the 
admission of a new state to a participation in the 
privileges and benefits of the union, such terms 
might not be proposed and insisted upon as the ge- 
neral welfare should seem to require; as the stipula- 
tion, whatever it may be, derives its binding efficacy 
from the assent of the state, w hich its sovereignty, 
or qualified sovereignty, enables it to give, a new 
state is as competent as an old one. Indeed, the 
possession and the exercise of thi9 power are ne- 
cessary to enable the United States to execute the 
contracts they may enter into, with any state of the 
union, upon receiving from it a cession of territory, 
wherever such cession is accompanied, as it usually 
has been, with terms upon the part of the ceding 
state, applying to and intended to bind the territo- 
ry ceded. 

Accordingly, no new state (unless formed out of 
an old one) has ever been admitted into the union, 
but upon terms agreed upon by compact, and irre- 
vocable without the comn nt of all the parties. The 
states formed out of the North-West territory, 
(Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois,) have been made sub- 
ject, as a fundamental law of their government, to 
the terms of the ordinance of 1787, including whe 
very condition now proposed for Missouri. The 
states of Mississippi and Alabama, formed out c»f 
the territoiy ceded by Georgia, have bccu subject- 
ed to all the provision^ of the ordinance, execo^, 
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the one which regards slavery, and that was ex- 
pressly excluded by the terms of the cession. The 
state oi' Louisiana, the only one yet formed out of 
the territory acquired from France, has been, in 
like manner, admitted upon terms; different, it is 
true, from those which have been required from 
the other states, but still such terms as congress 
.thought applicable to her situation, and such as are 
sufficient to demonstrate the extent of the autho- 
rity possessed by the United States. Even in the 
kill now under consideration, certain propositions, 
as they are styled, are offered to the free accept- 
ance of Missouri, but if accepted, they are to be 
forever binding upon her. 

Thus, it appears, that a new state may contract; 
and it is essential that it should be so, for her own 
sake as well as for the sake of the union. It re 
mains, then, to enquire, whether the stipulation 
proposed in the amendment, is, on account of the 
nature of the subject, such an one as it is beyond 
the power of a state to enter into? It has already 
been remarked, that a state, at the moment of its 
formation, is as entirely sovereign, and as capable 
of making a binding contract, as at any future pe- 
riod. The real question, therefore, is, whether it 
is beyond the power of any state in this union, for 
any consideration whatever, to bind itself by a 
compact with a state, or with the United States, 
to prohibit slavery within its borders ? To suppose 
ao, seems to impute a want of sovereign power, 
which could only arise from its being parted with 
by the constitution, and this 1 think can scarcely 
.be affirmed. Hut I do not mean to anticipate, as 
my object at present is to follow' the practice of the 
government. 

In this view, the ordinance of 1787, respecting 
*he North-West territory, and the history of the 
states formed under it, are eminently deserving of 
consideration and respect. 'Phis ordinance was 
formed upon great deliberation. It was intended 
to regulate the government of the territory; to 
provide for its division into states, and for their 
admission into the union; and to establish certain 
great principles, which should become the funda- 
mental law of the states to be formed In its ter- 
ritorial condition, it was subject to the exclusive 
jurisdiction of congress, to be exercised by the 
ordinary process of legislation. Hut it was one of 
\he terms of the cession by Virginia to the U. States, 
that this territory, as it became peopled, should be 
divided into states, and that these states should be 
admitted into the union, “upon an equal footing in 
all respects with the original states.” We shall now 
see how the fulfilment of this engagement was ef- 
fected. After providing for the territorial govern- 
ment, the ordinance proceeds as follows. “And for 
extending the fundamental principles of civil and 
religious liberty, which form the basis whereon 
these republics, their laws and constitutions are 
greeted; to fix and establish those principles as the 
basis of all laws, constitutions and governments, 
which forever hereafter shall be formed in the said 
territory; to provide, also, for the establishment of 
states, and permanent government therein, and for 
their admission to a share in the federal councils on 
an equal footing with the original states, at as early 
periods as may be consistent with the general in- 
terest — It is hereby ordained and declared, that 
the following articles shall be considered as articles 
of compact , between the original stales and the 
people and states in the said territory, and forever 
remain unalterable unless by common consent Then 
follow the several articles, of which the sixth de- 
jslares, “that there shall b*; neither shivery nor in- 


voluntary servitude,” 8cc. The fifth article provides 
expressly, that “the constitution and government 
(ot the states) [So to be formed, shall be republican, 
and in conformity to the principles contained in 
these articles.” When the states of Ohio, Indians, 
and Illinois, respectively, applied for admission, 
they w ere admitted upon the express condition that 
their constitutions should be republican, and in 
conformity to the ordinance of 1787. They assent- 
ed to the condition, and were admitted ‘‘upon an 
equal footing with the original states.” 

I am aware that all this has been pronounced, 
rashly 1 think, to be an usurpation. The term 
does not well apply, at this time of day, after the / 
repeated sanction of every kind which the ordi- 
nance has received. In truth, if there be any thing 
in our legislative history, which is entitled to our 
affection for the motives in which it originated; to 
our veneration for the authority by which it is sup- 
ported; to our respect for the principles embodied 
in it, it is the ordinance of 1787. But the charge 
of usurpation is in every sense inapplicable, for the 
efficacy of the contract arises from the assent of the 
stale to the conditions proposed as the terms of her 
admission. 

But this ordinance is entitled to still higher con- 
sideration. It was a solemn compact between the 
existing states, and it cannot be doubted, that its 
adoption had a great influence in bringing about 
the good understanding that finally prevailed in the 
convention, upon several points which had been at- 
tended with the greatest difficulty. It passed on 
the 13th July, 1787, while the convention that 
framed the constitution was in session. From the 
minutes of that body, lately published, it will be 
seen, that the two most important and difficult 
points to adjust, were those of the admission of 
states, and the slave represention. This ordinance 
finally adjusted both the matters, as far as con- 
cernedfl//the territories then belonging to the United 
States , and was therefore eminently calculated to 
quiet the minds of die advocates of freedom; tore- 
move their objections to the principle of slave re- 
presentation, and to secure their assent to the in- 
strument which contained that principle, by limit- 
ing its operation to the existing states. It is not 
to be questioned, that this ordinance, unanimously 
adopted, and, as it were, fixing an unchangeable 
basis by common consent, had a most powerful in- 
fluence in bringing about the adoption of the con- 
stitution. It is a part of the grocindwork of the 
constitution itself; one of the preliminary measures 
upon which it was founded. Hence the unusual 
solemnity of the terms in which it is conceived, so 
different from the ordinary forms of legislation, and 
which give to it the character of a binding and ir- 
revocable covenant. 

Such, then, is the power that has alivays been 
exercised by congress, upon the admission ot nev 
states into the union, and exercised without dis- 
pute. Whence was it derived? It was exercised, 
as we have seen, immediately before the adoption 
of the constitution, while that instrument was un- 
der consideration, and recognized immediately af- 
ter, by the act of the first congress supplementary 
to the ordinance. Nothing can be more clear, than 
that if the ordinance of 1787 was inconsistent with 
the constitution, it was repealed by that instrument. 
If the convention had meant to repeal it, they 
would have done so. It was directly in their view, 
and embraced a subject which was earnestly and 
carefully treated by that body. And yet, immedi- 
ately after, when the same men who had framed the 
constitution, and knew its intention, where many of 
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them members bf congress, the supplement to the 
ordinance was adopted. That was not a time, you 
may be assured, for stretching. the federal power. 
The greatest jealousy prevailed, and the friends of 
the constitution were obliged to observe the ut- 
most caution, while it was slowly winning its way 
to the public favor, refuting the suggestions of its 
enemies, and settling down, gradually but firmly, 
upon the solid foundation of ascertaining public 
benefit. 

In what what part of the constitution is this pow- 
er conferred? It is conferred by that provision 
which authorises congress to admit new states into 
the union; and to me it seems perfectly plain, that 
we need look no further for it. There are other 
parts of the constitution which have a bearing upon 
the question, because they apply to the subject 
upon which it is proposed to exercise the power, 
stnd may very well be used for the purpose of illus- 
tration or of argument. This use of them affords 
no just occasion for the remark, which has been so 
triumphantly made, that the friends of the restric- 
tion differ among themselves, as to the part of the 
constitution, from which the power to impose it is 
derived. They do not differ. But, as upon every 
other question of constitutional pow er, fney natu- 
rally resort for information to all the provisions of 
the constitution, which have relation to the matter 
in discussion. 

The power to admit nr* states is given to con- 
gress in general terms, without restriction or quali- 
fication, and upon every just principle of con- 
struction, must be understood to confer whatever 
authority is necessary for carrying the power into i 
effect, and every authority which in ’practice had 
become incident to the principal power, or was < 
deemed to make a part of it. j 

Of late it has been the fashion to insist upon a li- 
beral construction of the constitution, and its most ! 
extensive efficacy has been found in the implied 

f lowers it is supposed to confer. All powers are I 
mplied that are necessary for the execution of the I 
enumerated powers, and the necessity need not 
be absolute; a modified necessity or high degree of 
expediency is sufficient. Whence the authority to 
incorporate a bank? Whence the authority to ap- 
ply the publie treasure to the improvement of roads 
and canals? Whence the authority to encourage 
domestic industry by bounties and prohibitions? — 
Whence the authority to purchase and to govern 
the territory now in question? Is it to be found in 
the letter of the constitution? They all rest upon this 
•ingle position, that an original power having been 
granted, every other power is implied which is ne- 
cessary or useful for carrying that power into exe- 
cution — and this is an inherent essential principle 
ef the constitution, altogether independent of its 
express words. 

But the power in question rests upon stronger 
ground than this. The constitution of the United 
States, though in form the work of the people (who 
made it their own by adoption) was a compact be- 
tween states. It was made by delegates chosen by 
the states. The votes in the convention were given 
by states. It was submitted to the states for their ra- 
tification; and its existence depended upon the sanc- 
tion of a certain number of the states. These states 
were sovereign, but confederated by a slight and 
insufficient union, incapable from its weakness of 
providing for the common welfare. Their sove- 
reignty extended to every thing within their limits, 
and to every thing else, but the few powers (if they 
deserve to be so denominated) which were conced- 
ed to the congress of the union. Nevertheless, it is 


a confederation which comprehended all who were 
parties to it, and excluded all others. Was there a 
power in this confederacy to admit new members' 
It cannot be doubted. To whom was that power 
confided? The express provision in the articles of 
confederation. Which has been quoted and relied 
upon in opposition to the power contended for, has 
no relation to the subject of new states, to be form- 
ed and admitted from the territory of the United 
States. It was an invitation to Canada and the 
other British colonies in America to join us in resist- 
ance of the common enemy, and if they had ac- 
cepted the invitation, they would have come into 
the confederation upon the terms only of making 
common cause with us. But their was a power, 
independently of this provision, to admit new mem- 
bers. That is clear from its exercise — and that 
power was exercised by the states in congress. — 
When Virginia, in 1786, ceded to the United States 
her claim to the North West territoiy.it was upon 
condition that the territory should be formed into 
states, and that these states should be admitted 
upon an equal footing with the original states — 
Congress accepted the cession upon that condition, 
and proceeded to fulfil it by the ordinance of 1787. 

The extent of the power, the mode of its exercise, 
and the incident # belonging to it, were also deter- 
mined by the practice of our government. Among 
these incidents, was that of making terms, condition* 
or compacts, with the states admitted: and so inse- 
parably incident was this deemed to be, that when 
Virginia stipulated for the admission of the states 
upon an an equal footing with the original, that sti- 
pulation was understood to be fully complied with, 
by admitting them upon terms. It is not at all ma- 
terial to the present purpose, to enquire whether 
the ordinance of 1787 was or was not an usurpation. 
If there was any authority usurped, it was that of 
admitting the states, the principle power itself, not 
the incidents. It is sufficient that in point of fact, 
the power of* admitting new states was exercised, 
and was understood from its exercise to include in 
it the power of proposing terms, conditions or sti- 
pulations, and among them the very condition now 
in question. 

When the power of admitting new states into the 
union, W'as vested by the constitution, without li- 
mitation, in the congress of the United States, was 
it not intended to carry with it whatever in practice 
had been established to be an incident of the pow- 
er, or a part of the power? Where was the residue 
lodged? Not with the states; for the states, as such, 
have no longer a voice in the union, except for the 
purpose of amending the constitution. Not with 
the people; for the people have no voice, but 
through their representatives in congress. The 
matter resolves itself at last iuto this single question: 
Did the people of the United States, when they 
framed their constitution, mean to give up and 
forever relinquish the power of proposing terms, or 
did they deposite it with their own immediate 
agents, chosen by themselves? They had always 
found terms of some sort beneficial and neces- 
sary and they have been necessary and expe- 
dient in every instance since the constitution 
was formed, so that, with the exception of Ver- 
mont, not a single state has been admitted into 
the union but upon conditions agreed to by com- 
pact. Who are the congress of the United States? 
by whom are they chosen? who do they represent? 
The people of the existing states. Who Is it claims 
to be admitted into the confederacy, and to par- 
ticipate in the benefits of the union? An alien, as 
yet, one who has no right of admission; whom the 
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people of these United States as a political asso- 
ciation reject. Can it be supposed, that by fram- 
ing 1 a constitution of government for themselves, 
the people of the United States meant to destroy 
forever their own inherent right of prescribing 
terms and conditions of admission? And yet this 
is the obvious result of the argument, for as it de- 
nies the power to congress, and it pannot be exer- 
cised by the states or the people, it is forever tone. 
In what part of the constitution do you find any 
countenance for such a conclusion? There are li- 
mits, it is true, to the powers of congress, but those 
limits are the boundaries which separate the rights 
*>f the union from those of the states and the peo- 
ple. Is there any power denied to congress which 
is not reserved to the states or the people? Was 
mny power intended to be denied to them, in its 
nature fit and proper to be exercised, but which 
could not be exercised by the states or the people? 

Besides, if this power was, in its exercise, to be 
merely ministerial, why was it confided to congress, 
I be highest legislative authority of the nation, en- 
trusted with the care of all its most important con- 
cerns? It is derogatory to the character of con- 
gress, and altogether inconsistent with the general 
tenor of its high duties, to suppose, that it shall be 
required tft perform an office so humiliating. One 
gentleman tells us, that Missouri has a right to be 
admitted, and will assert her right. What is this 
hut to say, she will knock at the door, because it 
ic civil to do so, but if it be not immediately opened, 
she will break it down and come in by force. Ano- 
ther gentleman has told us of a citizen of Missouri, 
who said, that rather than submit to the restriction, 
he would shoulder his musket against the United 
States. Such intimations have no other effect than 
to create a very reasonable doubt whether Missou- 
ri is yet fit to be admitted. Admission presuppo- 
ses the existence in the new territory of principles 
and feelings somewhat like those which govern 
other parts of this union, and those are feelings 
of submission and respect for the constitution and 
laws, and the authority exercised under them. If 
we have no right to impose the condition, thene is 
an end of the question: But if we have & right, and 
k is deemed expedient to exercise it, 1 trust the 
congress of the United States are not to be fright- 
ened from their purpose by threats like these. — 
What becomes of the union, which gentlemen ex- 
press so much anxiety to preserve, if it cannot as- 
sert and maintain its rightful authority, even against 
a territory, without the original limits of the United 
8tates, only very lately acquired, and with a popu- 
lation who have scarcely had time to become ac- 
quainted with each other? Such an union could 
hardly be worth preserving. Why, sir, when Vir- 
ginia brought her eldest daughter Kentucky, train- 
ed up in the habits and affections of her parent to 
an age when she was fit to be introduced into 
the society of the union and offered her, as 
an associate fit to be received, congress, it is 
admitted, had a right to receive or reject her. — 
But when a state formed out of an alien territory, 
and having had no paternity but that of congress, 
offers herself for admission, she may demand and 
insist upon being received. And does Missouri 
deem so lightly of the privilege of belonging to 
this union, that she would rather forego it than 
make a slight sacrifice of a seeming advantage, or 
that she would hazard it for the sake of asserting 
her own opinion in opposition to that of coogres? 
i cannot beljeve, that upon reflection she will adopt 
any such pourse. If she should, it will be time 


enough then to consider how the authority of the 
union is to be*niaintaiued. 

I have said that it is derogatory to the authority 
of congress, and wholly inconsistent with the tenor 
of its high duties and capacities, to suppose that it 
is merely to perform the humble ministerial office 
of opening the door, upon demand, for the admis- 
sion of a state, without any discretion whatever.— 
No instance can be fouhd, where the constitution 
has assigned to the legislative power the perform- 
ance of such a duty. Thus construed, it is not a 
power at all. The cases that have been put are in 
no respect analogous. The power of congress, 
upon the death of the president and vice-president, 
to declare what officer shall act as president of the 
United States, is a very high power, involving in 
its exercise much discretion, a discretion commen- 
surate with the various and imnortant trusts con- 
fided to the chief magistrate. It can with no pro- 
priety be said to be ministerial, and its being de- 
posited with congress, is the strongest proof of the 
confidence reposed in that body. The office of 
counting the ballots, upon the election of presi- 
dent and vice-president, simple as it may seem, 
and easy as in ordinary cases it is, is nevertheless 
an office of important trust, and including some ju- 
dicial discretion, as well as a most serious respon- 
sibility. It is a fit office to be executed by the 
highest body in the nation. The power of im- 
peachment is not a ministerial, but a judicial pow- 
er, and it belongs not to congress, but to a single 
branch. The same remark applies, with equal 
force, to the right which each branch possesses of 
judging of the elections and returns of its mem- 
bers, a judicial power, incident to every body com- 
posed of elected delegates, and ohe of its inherent 
privileges. In all these cases, however, it may not 
be amiss to observe, that the constitution gives only 
the principal power. The incidental powers, such 
as sending for persons and papers, enforcing the at- 
tendance of witnesses, and the like, are implied 
from the principal grant. , 

That construction which supposes that congress 
have a power indeed to admit or to reject, but sim- 
ply to admit or to reject, seems to me (though it 
might be sufficient for the present case) to reflect 
upon the wisdom of the framers of the constitution. 
The objection to the admission of a state may arise 
from something not in its nature insuperable, but 
which might be removed by compact or by accept- 
ing^ condition. Would it not be worse than idle 
to say that, in such a case, the state must be reject- 
ed, for want of a power, on the one side to propose, 
and on the other to agree to certain terms of com- 
pact? In truth, as will be shown more fully hereaf- 
ter, such a discretion in congress, is essentially ne- 
cessary to the just exercise of the power of admis- 
sion, not only on account of the union, but also of 
the states to be admitted. 

The gentleman from Delaware has indeed ar- 
gued, that the power given is to “admit” not to 
“form or create” a state, and therefore congress 
have no power to interfere in the formation. This 
only brings us back to the enquiry, what is meant 
by the word “admit?” It has always been under- 
stood that congress have a right, and are in duty 
bound, to superintend the formation of a state, an<( 
to see that it is properly formed. The terms of the 
very bill now on your table (following the usual 
phraseology) “anlhirize” the people of Missouri to 
form a constitution of state government prepara- 
tory to their admission. 

But, antecedently to the constitution itself, the 
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states then existing had prescribed certain terms or 
.conditions to the states to be formed out of the N. 
W. territory. If congress have no power but to 
admit or to reject, the territory was by the consti- 
tution, liberated from those condi tlon*, for want of 
authority to impose them. There might be a ques- 
tion, indeed, whether the territory has not reverted 
■to the states which ceded it, in consequence of the 
incapacity of congress to fulfil the stipulations. 

1 beg leave then to return to the question— the 
incidents to this power being quite as important 
as the power itself; the power being worse than 
worthless without them, >lici the people of the U. 
States, in framing the constitution of government 
for themselves, intend to destroy the power, by 
stripping it of the incidents that gave it all its value? 
Did they mean to prevent its application to the 
eases to which they had themselves applied it? And 
for what purpose ? Better, far better, would it have 
been, that no power at all should have been given 
to congress, than that they should thus be required, 
cither blindly to admit, or sullenly to reject. The 
design of the constitution was not to abridge, but 
to enlarge and strengthen the powers of the fede- 
ral government, and it would be strangely inconsis- 
tent with the general plan, to suppose, that in a 
matter which is properly of national concern, it had 
denied to congress a portion of power which had 
been actually and beneficially exercised under the j 
confederation. We should naturally expect to find 
it where it was deposited before. I think it is ac- 
cordingly there deposited, with all its established 
incidents, among which is that now in question. 

This power is not now asserted for the first time 
under the constitutipn. It has always been exer- 
cised by congress. There never has been a state 
admitted, except Vermont, without conditions which 
surrendered a portion of legislative authority, more 
or less extensive. Kentucky entered into stipula- 
tion^ witli Virginia, and among them was one by 
which she bound herself, for five years, not to tax 
the lands of non residents higher thait those of re- 
t sidents, and never to tax the lands of non residents, 
who should reside in Virginia, higher than those 
of residents. This is a perpetual restraint upon her 
power of legislation, but it is no diminution of her 
sovereignty. The states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illi- 
nois, by compact with the United States, arc under 
a perpetual incapacity to permit slavery within 
their limits. This is no derogation from their just 
sovereignty, nor does any man imagine that it im- 
pairs their charcter or lessens their weight in the 
union. Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana too, have 
come in upon conditions imposed by congress at 
the time of their admission. In every such instance, j 
the states have been deented to be, and have in 
fact been, admitted upon an equal footing with the 
original states. The uniform exertion of this au- 
thority, for such a length of time, is not to be re- 
garded merely as furnishing us with so many pre- 
cedents, entitled to more or less consideration ac- 
cording to circumstances. There must be a time 
after which the practical construction of the con- 
stitution, universally understood, and adopted, and 
acquiesced in by the people, especially in matters 
of great public concern, is to be deemed the true 
construction, and placed beyond the reach of dis- 
pute or controversy. Shall we now undo all that 
has been done for above thirty years, and done 
with the common consent? Shall we reject as er- 
roneous the interpretation that has been, without 
exception, put upon the constitution from the time 
of its adoption? It is due to the constitution itself, 
that it should not be exposed to treatment which 


must weaken its claim to the public confidence and 
respect. It is due to the people, whose constitu- 
tion it is, that what has always been understood in 
! practice to be, that it shall continue to be, until they 
i may think proper to change its provisions. 

' But here we are met by an objection, which 
' seems to be considered by those who present it as 
of great force. If one condition may be proposed 
why not another, and another, without limit, to the 
| entire annihilation of all the rights of the state? This 
argument, though pressed with a sort of triumph, 
as if it were completely unanswerable, can scarcely 
be said to be even plausible. The possible abuse 
of po.wer can never be urged to show that a power 
does not exist, or that it is not, upon the whole, 
salutary and proper; for, if admitted at all, it proves 
by far too much, it is equally available against 
every grant of power. In the formation of govern- 
ment, the fir$t enquiry must be, what authority is- 
fit and necessary to be delegated, and then we are - 
to enquire to whom it shall be confided, and what 
security can be provided against its faithless exer- 
cise? All authority is exposed to the danger of 
abuse, for it is administered by men. Government 
has been said, by a once celebrated popular writer, 
to be itself an evil, inasmuch a9 its necessity arises 
from the vice;* and weakness of our nature. But the 
constitution has provided, with the greatest care, 
against the abuse t of power, by making every public 
I agent, in some way, accountable for his conduct, and 
by conferring the highest powers upon those whoare 
immediately responsible to the people; and as long 
as the people shall continue to be faithful to them, 
selves, so long the check will continue to be effec- 
tual. This is the great security, and it depends upon 
the virtue and intelligence of the people. ’ l$o go- 
vernment ever. afforded the same degree of pro, 
tection, with so little burthen; and if w* hatl not 
been most vehemently censured abroad for speak- 
ing well of ourselves, I would add, that there is pro- 
bably no other people upon earth who could be kept 
quiet by so light a pressure. The government and 
the people are suited to each other. Long may they 
continue so. 

The congress of the United States, the immedi- 
ate representatives of the people, and immediately 
accountable to the people, are the fit depositories 
of such a power as that now claimed, for it concerns 
the general welfare. They have no motive to abuse 
it; and if they were so inclined, they cannot abuse 
I it, because they have 40 power to impose the con* 

1 dition. The state may, at her pleasure, reject the 
[ oiler, and remain in her territorial condition, where 
j she will be subject to the unqualified power of con- 
gress. 

It must be manifest to every one who has reflect- 
ed upon the subject, that there are terms which are 
obviously salutary and proper, and necessary to be 
proposed upon the admission of a state. When 
Louisiana asked to come into the union, did any 
one doubt that it was right to require, that her le- 
gislative and judicial proceedings should no longer 
be carried on in a language unintelligible to the 
other citizens of the Urtited States, without the aid 
of an interpreter? There are terms, too, which 
would be manifestly improper, and there are terms, 
l freely acknowledge, which would be incompati- 
ble with the constitution. There must be a discre- 
tion somewhere, to to judge between the two first 
classes. Our government would be incomplete 
without it. Where can the power be so suf'cly lodg- 
ed as with the congress of the U. States, to decide 
what terms the general interests require to be pro- 
posed? They have never yet abused it, and I think 
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Ihere is no danger that they ever will. But where 
do the opponents of the amendment propose to 
lodge the power? Leave the state free, it is said; 
Jet her adopt such a plan of government as best 
suits her own circumstances. And is there no dan- 
ger to be apprehended from that quarter? Suppos- 
ing her to be competent to judge what is best for 
herself, or most for her own advantage, (of which, 
if she desires slaves, I must be permitted to doubt) 
yet, as she claims to become a member of this union, 
the general interest of all are involved in her deci- 
sion, and her views may not be those which best 
comport with the public welfare. Of that she is not, 
in any sense, as competent to judge as those who 
are entrusted with the care of the concerns of the 
whole. 

Is it too much then to say, that the rigjht to judge 
Of terms which are not incompatible with the con- 
stitution, belongs to the union, and to congress as 
the admitting power? It is essential that it should 
be so, for the sake even of the state applying for 
admission. 1 have immediately at hand an illustra- 
tion, and, if 1 mistake not, a most cogent argument, 
to w hich l invite the particular attention of the de- 
legate from Missouri. I feel nothing but good will 
for that gentleman, and nothing but good will for 
his constituents, whom he represents here with so 
much zeal and ability; and 1 submit this matter for 
his and their consideration. It is not to he denied 
that congress have the power to fix the limit* of 
the state, and that they are not obliged to give her 
all the territory comprehended in the boundaries 
stated in the bill. This is entirely within their con- 
trol. Suppose congress should be of opinion, that, 
if Missouri is to be a slave state, her nolliero boun- 
dary ought to be the river, cutting off the large and 
and fertile tract of country that lies beyond it: but, 
if she w ill adopt the proposition of the amendment, 
she might to have for her domain the whole tern- 
’ tory within her present limits. Might not cougress 
propose to her the alternative, take the restriction 
and you shall have all the territory; reject the restric- 
tion, and you shall not go beyond the river? Some- 
thing of this kind is very likely to happen, and it 
may hereafter appear that Missouri is contending 
for a principle that will operate much to her disad- 
vantage. For my own part — and I speak only for 
myself— I most freely and sincerely declare, that 
if the restriction be not agreed to, 1 will vote for 
reducing Missouri to the smallest limits thatare con- 
sistent with the character of a state. If the restric- 
tion be agreed to, I will vote for giving her such 
boundaries as will secure her grandeur and com- 
parative importance. 

From the view which I have now endeavored to 
take, it will follow, that whoever objects to any 
condition proposed, as being beyond the power of 
congress, must fail, unless he show, that the parti- 
cular condition is incompatible -with the constitution of 
. the United States : that it is such a condition as the 
state has not a power to assent to. I am very sensible 
that the question which arises here, is interesting 
and important, and that it is delicate, though, other- 
wise, I think, net difficult. No one who has a feel- 
ing of regard for his country, can be indifferent to 
the sensation it occasions in this house, nor perceive, 
without some emotion the line of division it marks. 
Yet it is a question that is before us; it is a question 
we must meet, and while we owe it to our country 
to meet it fully an4 fairly, we owe it to each other 
. fo meet it with mutual respect and forbearance. I 
will concede even more: — we are not to entertain, 
much leas to express, a thought hostile to the rights 
of those inhabitants where slavery exists; and in any 


thing I may say, 1 Jiope it will always be understood, • 
that 1 consider those rights entitled to the protec- 
tion of all the power ot the country, without refer- 
ence. to any other consideration than that they are 
acknowledged by the constitution. Among the 
many evils of slavery, it is one, that where it exists, 
it can scarcely be freely discussed, and yet there 
may be occasions when its free discussion is of the 
greatest importance. The same kind of difficulty 
existed at the formation of the constitution. It was 
not removed by crimination, or suspicion, or threats 
— it was adjusted upon the basis of an existing state 
of things! 

Is this condition, then, incompatible with the 
constitution of the United States— so incompatible 
that a state cannot assent to it? For, if a state might 
voluntarily surrender it, congress may require its 
surrender as the term of admission. With what part 
of the constitution is it incompatible^ It interferes 
with no express provision of that instrument. It 
must then be implied. Wliat an implication! In- 
stead, however, of pointing out the parts of the 
constitution from w*hich this implication can be 
made, state rights are immediately sounded in our 
ears— state rights are invaded and inviolated. Sir, 
state rights is a phrase of potent efficacy, and, pro- 
perly understood, of sacred regard. But what are 
state rights? They are ample — they are inviolable; 
they are the sure foundation and the lasting secu- 
rity of our liberties, and, I hope I may add, they are 
in no danger from the present proposition. But, I 
must be permitted to say, there are rights of the 
stales who are parties to the constitution, and rights 
of states afterwards to be admitted into the confe- 
deracy. Will it be contended that they are, in all 
respects, identically the same, or that a new state 
is not upon an equal footing with the original states, 
unless it possesses precisely the same powers? A 
moment’s attention will show that it cannot. Before 
the confederation, the thirteen states who compos- 
ed it were, in all respects , sovereign and indepen- 
dent states, possessing all the attributes of sove- 
reignty. The confederation was of sovereign and 
independent states, united only for certain purposes 
of common concern, in the management of which 
they acted as states. When, in the course of events, 
these states came to form a more intimate union, 
they presented to the convention, points in which 
they agreed, and points in which they differed. 
They were respectively sovereigns of all the soil 
within their limits, and proprietors of all the vacant 
land. They were sovereigns for all the purposes 
of foreign as well as domestic legislation; and no 
new confederate could be admitted but by common 
consent, and upon such terms as the existing states 
might think fit to prescribe. There were, too, ac- 
cidental diversities among them, of which I need 
only mention one, the existence of negro slavery 
in some of the states, permitted by their laws, and 
incorporated into their institutions. 

With respect to the existing states , it may truly 
be affirmed, that they were left in the possession ot 
every power and right, which was not conceded by 
them to the union. They derived no right or power 
from the constitution; they only retained what they 
before possessed, without enqoity into the nature 
of its origin. The extent of this reserved posses- 
sion is more easily understood than defined. It is 
sufficient for the present purpose to say, that it 
comprehended all the power of slavery, as an ex- 
isting state or condition^ which they did not choose 
to renounce or relinquish, and, perhaps, had it not 
in their power to extirpate, if they had so desired. 
The constitution was thus the creature of the states 
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the work of their own hands. But what is a new 
6tate? It is the creature of the constitution, deriv- 
ing- from the constitution its existence and all its 
rights, and possessing no power but what is im- 
parted to it by the constitution. If it has a power 
to establish slavery, it derives that power from the 
constitution, and the constitution become 9 stained with 
the sin of having originated a state of slavery. What 
a reflection this would be upon that instrument! 
flow is it calculated to diminish the sacred regard 
that has been felt for it here and abroad! Up to 
the present moment, no such charge can be made 
against the constitution- With respect to the ex- 
isting states, it only tolerated whajt it could not re- 
move; and in the case of Louisiana, it submitted to 
circumstances equally uncontrolable. But, (and I 
say it with pride and with pleasure), it never yet 
has conferred a power to establish the condition of 
slavery, and I warn those who are entrusted with 
its administration to beware how they claim for it 
the exertion of a capacity so odious. 

But we are told that every thing is implied in the 
use of the word “state”— that the constitution when 
it speaks of the admission of new “states” into the 
union, necessarily means that they should possess 
certain faculties and powers, of which it is also con- 
tended, that the precise definition is to be found in 
the faculties and powers possessed by the original 
states— I admit, unhesitatingly, that there are rights 
so inherent and essential, and, if you please, inalien- 
able, that a state cannot surrender them, nor exist 
as a member of this union without them. But, is it 
essential, by the principles of our constitution, to 
the character of a member of this union, (a neidy 
admitted member, especially), that it should pos- 
sess all the powers , or even all the rights , that bo> 
longed to the original states? It must then be the 
sovereign of all the territory within its limits, which 
has never been the case, in a single instance, of a 
state newly formed out of the territory of the United 
States. It cannot be the case, for, by the practice 
•f the government, the admission is made to de- 
pend upon the number of inhabitants, and not upon 
the appropriation ef the land. The unappropriated 
lands belong to the United States. Even its limits 
are settled by congress. It must, too, have an un- 
limited right of taxation — and it must have an inde- 
pendent and absolute power, extending to every 
thing within its limits — for all these powers belong- 
ed to the original states. Then, sir, not a single 
new state, (excepting Vermont), has been properly 
admitted into the union, and the practice of the go- 
vernment, from its first foundation, has been one 
tissue of error and usurpation. 

In every instance, some restriction or curtailment 
of legislative authority, more or leas extensive, has 
been imposed and assented to, with universal ap- 
probation. In the case of Kentucky, as we have 
seen, Virginia stipulated, among other things, that, 
fbr a limited time, the lands of non-residents should 
not be taxed higher than those of residents, and 
that the lands of non-residents, residing in Virginia, 
should never be taxed higher than those of resi- 
dents. This is a palpable restraint upon the exer- 
cise of a legislative authority, which every one of the 
existing states possesses without restriction, and 
yet it never has been supposed to place Kentucky 
m a condition of inferiority to her sister states. I 
will not tire the patience of the committee, by go- 
ing through the other instances, which have been 
already very fully brought into view. Enough has 
been said to show, that it has never been thought 
requisite, that a new state should possess the same 
identical powers which confessedly belonged to the 


original states, and that such identy is not neces- 
sary to a perfect political equality. 

To come nearer to the question, I beg leave to 
ask, is it essential, by the principles of our consti- 
tution, to the character of a state, that it should 
have the power of originating, establishing, or per- 
petuating the condition of slavery within its limits? 

1 request gentlemen to pause before they answer 
this question, and to look it fairly in the face, for it 
must be met! Is it essential to the character of a 
free republican state, that it should have the power 
of originating, establishing, or perpetuating a sys- 
tem of slavery — so essential, that it is not a free 
republican state without the power, nor qualified 
to bo a member of this confederacy? 

Can it be possible, that a constitution framed to 
secure, to preserve and to extend the blessings of 
liberty, itself rests upon a principal so impolitic 
and so indefensible as this? I should very much 
fear, that we should r.ever expect the favor of 
heaven nor the approbation of men for a constitu- 
tion so constructed — whose professions were so 
entirely at variance with its principles. Can it be 
pretended, will any one be hardy enough to assert, 
that this power belongs to the rights of self govern- 
ment, or of a just sovereignty, or that it is to be 
arranged in the same class with the authority ex- 
ercised by every well constituted society, in regu- 
lating the domestic relations? Where slavery ex- 
ists, it may be, (as was said by a gentleman from 
Virginia,) that slaves were regarded as in a state 
of perpetual minority. It might with equal pro- 
priety be said, at once, that they are regained as ih 
a state of perpetual subjection — it amounts to the 
same thing: lor surely no man will seriously aflirn^ 
that this decree of perpetual minority has its source 
in the same feelings and views, which in all civili- 
zed nations, have led to the enactment of laws for 
the protection of infancy against its own folly and 
imprudence. The one originates in parental af- 
fection, anxiously providing for the welfare of its 
offspring, during the period when, by nature, the 
judgment is weak and the passions strong; and every 
incapacity which thelaws nave established, is meant . 
as a shield for infancy against danger to itself. The 
other — has it any view to the comfort or well-being 
of this perpetual minor ? I will not pursue the 
enquiry, lest I should wound the feelings of some 
who hear me, and whom I would not willingly of- 
fend. Where slavery exists, you may call it what 
you please — you have a perfect right to do so, and 
to regulate it by tuck laws as you deem best — but 
in a discussion like the present, it seems to me an 
utter perversion of language to style it a minority, 
as it would be an utter perversion of sentiment t* 
suppose, that it has any resemblance to the endear- 
ing relation out of which the laws for the govern- 
ment of infancy have grown. 

How is this power essential to the character of a 
free republican state ? Suppose this evil were now 
happily extirpated, is there any moral or political 
competency under the constitution to restore it 
among us ? Has any one ever seriously contended 
for such a power ? No : it certainly could not be 
re-established, without the consent of congress, and 
yet, I think it will scarcely be asserted, that the 
states would not still possess all the essential pow- 
ers of self-government, and a just sovereignty* 
that they would not be as free, as independent, as 
happy, and at least as powerful as they now are. 

Upon what footing, then, do the original states 
stand in this respect ? Did the constitution either 
give or reserve to them the right of originating or 
establishing a state of slavery ? Have they now, or 
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have they ever had such a right ? Is there a right 
in any of them to reduce a free man to a state of 
slavery, except as a punishment for crimes of which 
he has been legally convicted, and not extending to 
his offspring ? The great principles of the consti- 
tution are ail at variance with such a doctrine. It 
is plain enough how the convention considered the 
matter, and how it was considered by the states, 
individually and collectively. They regarded it 
then, as they regard it now, as an unfortunately 
existing evil, of which it was impossible to rid 
themselves, and which, therefore, they must manage 
in the manner most conducive to their safety: an 
accidental and deplorable state of things, not to be 
terminated by any means which human wisdom was 
then able to devise. It was upon this footing, that 
what is called the compromise took place— it was 
a compromise with an afflicting necessity, and mark 
well the manner of it! It was a silent compact be- 
tween the existing states, upon a subject which 
they all felt was beyond their power to deal with. 
That silence — that most emphatic and impressive 
silence of the constitution, is the sure indication of 
the feelings which prevailed in the convention. 
What could they say ? They would not utter the 
word slave or slavery, and whenever they found 
occasion to make any provision on the subject, 
they had recourse to other language, as if the very 
terms were hateful and offensive, and unfit to be 
employed in- that instrument. What could they do? 
They could only indulge a hope, that a time would 
come when this evil might be eradicated, and in the 
mean time they bore their testimony against it by 
that expressive silence, of which no one could mis- 
take or misunderstand the meaning. 

That compact, not of words, but of silence, had 
the precise effect, while it avoided a recognition 
of the legitimate origin of the evil, of leaving 
every one of the then existing states in possession 
of tile power which it actually exercised, except 
so far as it was parted with to the union. The am- 
biguity in the constitution, if any there be, arises 
altogether from this well meant mode of treating 
the subject. What the framers of that instrument 
intended should signify their detestation of slavery, 
has furnished an argument in favor of its extension. 
For, as silence left the existing states in possession 
of the power, so silence is interpreted, in the ad- 
mission of new states, to confer the power; and this 
rule of construction throws upon congress the ne- 
cessity of An active exertion of authority for its 
restraint, for which gentlemen insist we must show 
a positive grant. But with respect to the existing 
states, it was a power paramount to the constitution 
itself, and which no state surrendered; a power, 
however, and a necessity, too, contined to her own 
limits. 

Can this be affirmed with truth of any state new- 
ly admitted into the union ? Can it be said to stand 
upon the same footing as the original states, either 
as to paramount power, and existing condition, 
or the case of necessity? Up to the moment of 
admission, it is subject entirely and exclusively to 
the government of congress, as a part of the ter- 
ritory of the union. It presents itself to congress, 
as a territory, asking to become a state, but bring, 
ing with it no state rights — no state powers— no- 
thing to be reserved, but every thing to be received. 
It presents itself free from the condition of slavery, 
or subject. to it in so slight a degree as to .be easily 
manageable, and affording no just ground for its 
continuance. Unless, therefore, it can be shown, 
that it is so essential to the completion ef a free 
republican 9tate of this union, to have the power 


of originating or peipeluating slavery, that it can- 
not be free and republican without it, the argu- 
ment must fail altogether. Besides, sir, how cats 
the rights of the new states be affected;— it baa 
the ehoice of coming in upon the terms, or not 
coming in at all. 

1 am aware, it may be said, that the compact be- 
tween the existing states, ought to be considered 
as a mutual stipulation with each other, . that new 
states should, in this respect, be left free to choose 
for themselves. It is no where said so, and to me 
it seems worse than idle to suppose, that there is a 
dormant abstract principle in the constitution, in 
favor of slavery, to spring up only 89 a barrier 
against what is, and always has been, conceded to 
be right and just. Show me the value of it, in prac- 
tice, and 1 am then prepared to listen to the deduc- 
tion; but, as long as the argument terminates only 
in evil, or, which is the same thing, in preventing a 
good, so long exactly it is impossible for it to find 
its way to the hearts or the understandings of men. 
When, not long ago, it was affirmed in this house, 
that the constitution gave to congress a power to 
make certain public improvements — to open the 
channels for wealth and trade to flow from one 
i quarter of the country to another— to approximate 
them to each other, to connect them by the ties of 
interest and mutual dependence and mutual regard, 

I listened with attention and pleasure, fori expect- 
j ed to find a power so beneficent. So, sir, if 1 am 
^told that there is a power in the constitution to 
arrestthe march of slavery, to extend the sphere of 
freedom, personal as well as political, that, too, I 
expect to find. But, when I am told, that there is 
a silent, dormant principle in the constitution — a 
sullen power that forbids us to check the extension 
of slavery, I conftss to you that I involuntarily 
shrink from the process of reasoning by which it 
is deduced, and revolt involuntarily from the con- 
clusion. If it be apparent, I must and will submit 
to it; but if it be not clear, I am not disposed to 
search for it, either among the high attributes of 
sovereign power, or the more frequent refuge of 
state rights. 

But, I admit that this assertion is true, as to every 
rightful and essential power, which belongs inse- 
parably to republican self-government, or is neces- 
sary to place a state upon an equal political footing 
with her sister states, and render her worthy to be 
a member of the confederacy. As to the rights of 
self-government, I have nothing more to say. It 
only remains to enquire, whether the proposed re- ‘ 
striction disturbs or interferes with any of the great 
political rights of the state, or is calculated to lessen 
her weight and influence in the scale of the union? 
The great and important rights of every state, is 
that which regards her representation in the na- 
tional councils. Is that impaired by the restriction? 
The compromise of the constitution, in the article 
of representation, was founded upon a simple, and 
now well established principle, applied to preserve 
the balance of the existing states. It was not, that 
property was to be represented— for, then every 
kind of property ought to have been estimated in 
fixing the ratio— but that this particular kind of 
property, occupied the place and consumed the 
food of a free population, and to that extent lessen- 
ed the comparative numbers of the state, not for a 
time only, but forever. If the free population had 
furnished the ratio, how many representatives 
would Virginia now have? To preserve the balance 
of the states, then and thereafter, the rule of three- 
fifths was adopted, and with this rule, the constitu- 
tion considers that there is a fair political equality 


Digitized by 


Google 



NILES* REGISTER— JULY 22, 1820— MISSOURI QUESTION. 


5*6 


between the free state* and the slave states. Gan ordinance of 1 787, was adopted while the conven- 
it be said, that the political rights of the state are tion was sitting that framed the constitution, and 
in this leading and all-important point impaired by that ordinance provided for the admission of states, 
the restriction ? In point of fact, her influence and with a perpetual inhibition of slavery. Under the 
power are increased, for the free population will confederation, it had been assumed as a power be- 
increase more rapidly than the slave population, longing to congress, and exereised as a power fit 
and she is entitled to a representation for the whole to be exercised by congress, ft is incredible, that 
number, instead of being limited, as to a part, to the constitution should have designed to disaffirm 
three-filths. Whoever will take the trouble to ex- all this, and yet have said nothing about it, but cow- 
amine the comparative increase of ttie two deacrip- ferred without limitation the very power to which 
tions of states, will be satisfied of this, and 1 have it had become an established incident, 
no desire to obtain for the free slates the advantage .Can any good reason be assigned why the exist- 
hinted at by a member, who lias opposed the amend- ing states should have entered into such a compact’ 
ment, of infusing into the states to be formed, a It was not necessary to the compromise, which re- 
debilitating disease, which will stint tlteir growth, garded only the actual condition of the states, and 
and lessen their political weight in the union. The which meant to preserve to each of them, nothing 
political right of a state, secured by the constitu- mere than the power within its limits. The con- 
tion, is, if there are slaves, to apply to them the stitution was not formed for a day ora year, but for 
rule of three-fifths, and that right, I admit, cannot a succession of time — 1 hope for ages; and it might 
be infringed. But it is pot necessary to the enjoy- easily have been foreseen, that cases would proba- 
menl of the full benefit of the principle of repre- bly occur, in which the exercise of such a power 
sentation, not fairly to be deduced from it as a part by the government would be of the utmost import- 
of the compromise, that anew' state should be per- ance. Suppose the case of a distant or a frontier 
mitted to have slaves. state applying tor admission, ff you permit her to 

1 may be allowed again to ask, what are the po- have this kind of population, you are bound by the 
litical rights of a state in regard to the union ? constitution to protect her with all the meins of 
They are the political rights of the free inhabitants, the union, against the insurrection of the enemy 
the only condition known to the constitution. Slave* within her bosom, and against the inroads of any 
have no political rights. They are acquired by J or ce, foreign nation. You are bound, even to secure to 
and they are held by Jorce ,* and if it be lawful to hold her the enjoyment of this very property, and if s 
them at all, it is also lawful to use any degree of neighboring power should, by force or seduction, 
force that is necessary to hold them in quiet sub- carry off her slaves, it would become a cause of 
jection. Every law of a slave-holding state, which national quarrel and of war. Our own recent his- 
provides particularly for this condition of men, by tory gives us an example of something of this sort, 
peculiar exertions of authority, by an unusual dis- What was the Seminole war ? The runaway slaves 
cipline, or by unusual terrors and punishments, hav- of Georgia, combining with outlaws and Indians in 
ing no view to their own benefit, but only to the Florida, carried on hostilities upon the borders of 
safety of their masters, is an exertion of force, ne- Georgia, and that state, (as she had a right to do), 
cessary (where the condition exists) for the secu- called upon the United States for protection. It 
rity of society, not to be mentioned reproachfully, was granted, and hence the Seminole war. If a 
much less to be interfered with, but still a mere ex • new state, circumstanced as I have supposed, should 
ertion of force demonstrating that slaves have no politi - apply for admission into the unioo, would it not be 
cal right*. They add nothing to the mass of rights, reasonable, nay, would it not be essentially just aad 
I would not be understood to question the power necessary, to require her first to stipulate, that she 
of the states where this condition exists. Whether would not introduce that source of weakness aad 
it is a power reserved, or a power acquired, it is, that cause of quarrel, wliich might be so expen- 
as to them, recognized by the constitution, and sive and burthensome to the union? It ought not 
entitled to the support and protection of the whole to be a concern of the state alone, because it may 
strength of the union. We may have our wishes become a charge to the nation, 
and our feelings on the subject — it i« for them alone I think l may safely affirm that this is the prac- 

to decide how long this state of things shall conti- tical, established construction of the constitution, 
mie. If ever the time should come, when they used and approved from its adoption to the preseat 
shall be able and willing to rid themselves of the day. Rut permit me for a moment to examine the 
evil, it will be hailed with unaffected delight. Till spirit of that instrument. If, as is clearly shown, 
then, while this constitution endures, we have no the toleration of slavery by the constitution, and 
right to ascend beyond its provisions, and we are the corresponding provisions, were owing to an 
bound to carry them fully into effect. The state incidental, existing and uncontrollable necessity, 
which l have the honor to represent, has been as then it is plainly the spirit of the compact, that the 
ardent and sincere in theeause of emancipation as .power should never be permitted to a new state, 
any state in this union; but she has never lost sight but where the same imperious -circumstances ex- 
of her obligations to her sister states. Her laws ist to demand it, as in the case of the original states, 
and her judicial decisions, will be found to be in Such was the fact in the instance of Louisans, 
strict conformity with the constitution, and so they What, then, is it, that congress are to do upon such 
will continue to he. an occasion ? To impose conditions* arbitrarily ? 

If the members of the convention meant to frame No. To judge of the circumstances, regarding in 
a compact between the states, to the effect which due proportion the interests of the state and the 
has been mentioned, that is to say, that every new unton. If that deplorable necessity exist, they 
state should, in this respect, be left entirely free, permit in silence, what, (like the framers of the 
we might reasonably expect to find it somewhere constitution), they will not in terms avow. If not, 
in the constitution. It could not have been forgot- they adjudicate by the restriction, which it is then 
ten or overlooked— it was a subject in itself of too their moral and constitutional duty to impose, 
much interest and importance. And, besides, the C ^° concluded in Supplement. J 
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( Mv. Sergeant* t tpeech— concluded, J \ nriitted, upon the very subject now in question, and 

This is the true, it is the necessary, and only! plainly intimates a design to give a control to con. 
just construction of tlie constitution — the only one gressiover the introduction of slavey into states to 
that is consistent either with the professions we be formed; it also seems to me to afford a constitu- 
havc been in the habit of making, or with the hope tional sanction to the ordinance itself, 
that was certainly once very much cherished. Unit The view which 1 have thus, 1 fear at too great 
a mode might some day be devised of abolishing expense of time and patience to the committee, 
this great evil. We may assert as we will, that we endeavored to present, is, to iny mind, so conclu- 
are not in favor of slavery; as long as it shall be sive, that 1 should hope it would be unnecessary to 
seriously insisted that, by the constitution of our detain them longer. But, there lias been all along 
country, every new state has the inherent and in- an assumption, by those who are opposed to the 
alienable right of establishing domestic servitude, amendment, which I think extremely questionable, 
so long our assertions will be disbelieved, and we if it be not wholly unfounded. It is assumed, that 
ourselves, as well as that venerated instrument, be the condition proposed by the amendment, will 
charged with hypocrisy. Suppose, sir, that the produce an inequality between the state to be ad- 
existing states were in a course of abolition, would mitted and the existing states. It is not material, 
it be permitted to a new state, governed by some) (the inequality being of no consequence^, hut I mis* 
selfish or ill-judged views of interest, to revive the take if 1 may not safely deny that it will occasion 
condition of slavery, and thus to control and defeat any inequality at ail. Sir, has any state in tins 
the policy of all the others ? Ought it to be in the j union a constitutional capacity to originate or 
power of any new state, to enlarge the region of establish a state of slai’ery? To be more precise- 
slaver}', and thus to increase the difficulties, alrea- If a state, (Pennsylvania, for example), has once 
dy sufficiently great, presented by this very diffi- abolished slaver}', has it a power, without the con- 
cult and embarrassing subject? Can it be, that! sent, and against the will of congress, to restore that 
we sincerely believe it to be an evil, and yet will! condition ? This is an interesting, but l think it is 
gravely insist that it ia a right of every new state' not a difficult question, and certainly it is not a dan- 
to— do what ? 1 was going to-say, enjoy this evil; gerous one to discuss. No state that has once 
but that would be a perversion of terms— afflict and abolished slavery, will 1 believe, ever desire to re- 
injure herself, and her associates too, by admitting store it. And here, sir, I invoke to my aid the 
it within her limits? If it be a good, the argument great principles of the constitution, and the great 
is intelligible: If it be even (bxiblful, there is still truths of the declaration of independence. I in- 
come scope for choice; but if it be an acknowledg- voke, too, the principle of tbe compromise, founded 
cd evil, it seems to me extravagant, if not absurd, as it was upon an existing state of things, and re- 
to contend that there is a fight to have it, and that cognizing no rights but what necessity conferred, 
a prohibition restrains or impairs the just liberty The reduction of a fellow creature to slavery, to 
of a new state. a state where nothing is his own but his sorrows 

This construction, too, is plainly indicated by at and his sufferings, is, if you please, an act of sove- 
least one provision of the constitution, I mean the reign power, that is, of sovereign force, w'hich 
9th section of the 1st article. “The migration or obeys no law but its own will, and knows no limits 
importation of such persons as any of the states now but the measure of its strength. If these states 
exieting shall think proper to admit, shall not be were sovereign, they too, like other sovereigns, 
prohibited by congress prior to the year 1808.” might exert a lawless power. It would, neverthe- 
Why is this restraint upon the power of congress, less, be morally wrong. But they are sovereignties, 
confined to the states “mow exiting?” It was to qualified by the grants of power to the union, and 
give to congress the power, immediately, to prevent by tbe great political principles upon which all our 
the introduction of slavery into the states to bej institutions repose. The sanction of these princi- 
forraed. 1 do not doubt that it had a particular pies is now added to tlie force of moral obligation; 
reference to the ordinance of 1787, and was meant j and the beautiful feature of our government, that 
to guard against the inference, that congress had which entitles it to the respect of strangers, and to 
not tlie authority tocomplethe work the ordinance jour affection - that which distinguishes it from all 
had begun. - For, if the restraint had been general/the governments that have ever existed, is to be 
comprehending the states to be formed, as well as found in this single truth. Such is its structure, 
those existing, congress could not within the twen- that it can do no lawless violence; and whenever 
ty years have prohibited the “migration or importa- we speak of sovereignty, we mean a rightful moral 
tion” of slaves into the states to be admitted into sovereignty, and not a power to do whatever it hat 
the North West territory; and then, one of two strength to accomplish. 

consequences must have followed, either congress Whence, then, can a state derive such a right, I 
would have refused to admit the states within the mean a right to originate or re-establish slavery? It 
twenty years, which woukl not have been consis cannot, by force, reduce freemen to the condition 
tent with the engagements entered into, or they of slaves. This no one would undertake to main- 
tnusi have admitted them with the power of receiv- tain. It cannot draw them from abroad, for con- 
ing slaves, w'hich would have been contrary to the gress have the unquestionable power to prohibit 
provisions of the ordinance: It is therefore', T say, importation. Can it receive them from other states 
that this section of the constitution had a plain re- of this union? The supposition imputes to the 
ference to the ordinance; and while it evinces in constitution the greatest weakness, and is wholly 
- tbe dearest manner, a constitutional distinction inconsistent with the hope entertained by the great 
between the existing states; and states to b$ ad men who framed it, that this evil might some day 
Vot.XVlII. 27. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


378 


NILES’ REGISTER— JULY 22, 1820 — MISSOURI QUEST ION. 


be abolished. I think this channel is stopped, as it 
ought to be, by the power of congress to prevent 
importation and migration . Importation, we all un- 
derstand to include slaves brought in from abroad, 
from any foreign territory, whether by land or by 
water; and we all agree, that it is sufficient to com- 
prehend in its interdict, every bringing in of slaves 
from abroad. The term “migration” is applied to 
the same description of “persons,” and upon the 
plainest principles of construction must be under 
stood to apply to something different from “impor- 
tation.” Whan can it apply to, but the passage or 
transfer of slaves from one state or territory to ano- 
ther? An argument urged by the member who 
last addressed the committee, ( Mr. Clay), I mean 
the argument derived from that part of the consti- 
tion which denies to congress the power of impos- 
ing a duty upon exports from any of the states, 
strongly supports this interpretation. The two 
clauses, taken together, (and they are in the same 
section), amount to this: you shall not prohibit the 
“importation” until after the year 1808, but in the 
mean time, you may impose a tax or duty upon 
“such importation,” not exceeding ten dollars for 
each person: you shall not, during the same period, 
prohibit “migration;” but can you impose a duty or 
lax ? No. The authority to impose a duty or tax 
is dropped; and why ? Because migration, mean- 
ing, (as we insist), a transfer from state to state, in- 
cludes, in every instance, the exportation from a 
it ate, and therefore, by the fifth clause of the same 
section, no “duty or tax” can be laid upon it. 

Various interpretations of this clause of the con- 
stitution have been attempted by those who are op- 
posed to the amendment, but none of them, I think, 
consistent with the fair import of the terms, or the 
manifest spirit of the constitution. One gentleman, 
indeed, (Mr. Smith, of Maryland), has said, some 
days ago, that it was intended to give to congress 
the power to prevent the passage from one state 
into another of slaves imported into the former 
from abroad. His long experience and knowledge 
entitle the suggestion to great consideration, and it 
appears to me to concede the precise construction 
contended for. He admits that the clause applies 
to sla vet, and the term “migration” to slaves trans- 
ferred from one state to another. Now, as there is 
no deswiptlon of the kind of slaves, which limits* 
it to slaves imported, it must apply to all slaves. I 
will not insist upon the advantage of this conces- 
sion; the case is fully made out without it. 

But we are told by the gentleman from Delaware, 
that the technical meaning of the word migration, 
is a change of residence from one country to ano- 
ther. 1 must be permitted to say, that 1 am not 
aware that the word in question has ever received 
a technical meaning. We call those words techni- 
cal which have been appropriated to the service of 
an art or science, and in relation to that art or so. 
ence have received a definite and somewhat artifi- 
cial sense, well understood by those who are ac- 
quainted with the subject. Thus, when we speak 
of an “estate tail,” or “a contingent remainder,” 
the language is perfectly intelligible to & lawyer. 
The term, migration, has never, to my knowledge, 
been so appropriated, unless it may be considered 
as having been adopted by naturalists as descriptive 
of the habits of certain animals, and then it means 
aiihply a ohange of climate, for the sake of tem- 
perature, or a change of place for the sake of food; 
but not a change of country. In its vulgar sense, 
that is, its common sense, as given to us in diction- 
aries, as used in conversation, or by approved 
writers, it means only a ^hangc 9/ place. In two 


pages of Dr. Seybert’s Statistical Annals, (37, 38), 
the word is three times used to denote the change 
or transfer of residence from one state to another; 
and, it may be remarked in passing, is accompanied 
with a reflection which well deserves the attention 
of those who insist so strenuously upon the free 
admission of Missouri, in order that the owners of 
slaves may be enabled to go into that state. “It is 
important to consider how far the diffusion of our 
population may weaken us as a nation, and yrliat 
will be the effect of' the migrations on the agricul- 
ture of the Atlantic states ? Many valuable farms, 
originally productive, have been abandoned, after 
they were exhausted and made barren from con- 
stant cultivation, and no application of the means 
to restore their lost fertility. If migration be con- 
tinued under these circumstances, some districts 
will hereafter exhibit all the features and poverty 
of a desert, and extensive tracts of valuable land 
will be a waste, to the injury of our agriculture, 
manufactures and commerce. In many of these 
situations, industry would be abundantly rewarded 
for all the labor and expense of renovating the un- 
managed and impoverished soil.” I am reminded 
by some one near me, of another difficulty suppos- 
ed to be in the way of our construction, and that is, 
‘that migration means a voluntary change of place, 
and that the removal of a slave is without bis own 
consent. Even if this were correct,it would amount 
to nothing. The will of a slave is always the will 
of his master; and his acts, wherever they are in 
obedience to his master’s orders, are, by the con- 
stitution and laws, deemed to be voluntary. What 
other term could have been employed ? We are 
to remember, that though the slave is regarded as 
property, yet is he also regarded as a “perfon,”-- 
a human being, having a will, but that will ever in 
coincidence with the wishes of his master; and it 
is from this anomalous composition of character, 
that the constitution itself had great difficulty in 
finding terms applicable to his condition or con- 
duct. 

We have been told, too, (for the attempts hav* 
been numerous to avoid the force of this clause), 
that it applies to freemen coming from abroad. It 
would be very extraordinary, indeed, if the same 
word, in the same sentence, were to be interpreted 
to include two descriptions so opposite as freemen 
and slaves. But all tlit9 is minute verbal criticism, 
and l fear I shall fatigue the committee by dwelling 
upon it. There is a much broader, and still more 
satisfactory answer to the objection. The clause m 
question has always been understood to apply to 
slaves, and to slaves only, from the adoption of the 
constitution to the present time. It is, (and that is 
entirely conclusive), a restraint upon the power of 
congress, insisted upon by the slave-holding states, 
to secure, for a limited time, the right of supplying 
themselves with slaves. This is familiarly known 
to every person who has any acquaintance with 
the history of the constitution, and it is known* 
also, that two of the states, (South Carolina and 
Georgia), would not have-come into the union with- 
out it. How any one, knowing these things, can 
gravely assert that the clause has any provision re- 
lating to freemen, it is entirely impossible for me 
to sonceive. It imputes either mistake or foolish 
design to the framers of that instrument? for ne 
good reason can possibly be assigned for withhold- 
ing from congress, during the twenty years, any 
power it possessed, over the admission of freemen* 
though we know well the reason, (good or bad), 
for restraining the power as it respected slaves. I 
n^£d nqt nqtjc^ the observation of the member 
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Yrom Delaware, that this, being' a federal power, well as into states formed after the constitution, tile 
must be understood as applying in its exercise to restriction until the year 1808, being confined to 
the union, and not the states. Every power, to be the states then existing. Of what avail was this 
exercised by congress, is a federal power, but it power, (however derived), unless they could also 
does not follow that it is not to operate upon the prevent importation through other states, or rather 
states. This, in particular, by its very terms, is to the passage of newly imported slaves from the old 
apply to the states individually. But I hasten to states into new states or territories ? Sir, this con- 
another objection, which has been very seriously struction, in itself so reasonable, has actually been 
urged, and, if well founded, renders all this exami- adopted in practice. By the act of 1804, for divul- 
gation superfluous. We are informed that Hie iug Louisiana into two territories, and making pro- 
clause in question is not a graut of power, it is only vision for the government of the southern portion, 
a restriction or restraint upon power. To speak it is enacted that no slave shall be imported from 
with perfect precision, it is an exception or re- abroad, and none shall be brought from any port or 
alraint, for a limited time, upon the exercise of a place within the limits of the United States that have 
power. Such an exception, it is most clear, is con- been imported since the first day of Maj', 1798 — or 
elusive evidence of a grant; for if there were no shall hereafter be imported. It is no answer to 
power granted, there could be no exception from, this to say, that the slaves of a man migrating from 
or restraint upon its exercise. It is of itself equi- one state to another, are not carried thither lor the 
valent to a grant of the power, after the expiration purpose of commerce or trade, but are a part of 
©f the time. A rule of this house directs, that what has been called “his family.” Thh power to 
strangers shall not be admitted during the time it regulate commerce, extends to every thing which 
is in session. Would any one doubt that this gives is the subject of traffic, and is limited only by the 
permission to strangers to enter at other limes ? nature of the aiticle, not by the intention or views 
If this interpretation, however, (contrary as it is of the owner; or else, every law for the regulation 
to the plain design of the constitution), acre cor- of trade would become ineffectual— slaves may be 
rect, still there would be no difficulty. It follows carried for the purpose of selling, and even when 
immediately after the enumeration of the powers this is not the original intention, they may never- 
granted to congress, and among them we shall cer- thcless be sold, and a man, after disposing of all his 
tainly find that which was intended for a time to be “family,” may return and buy another family, and 
restrained, unless we suppose the framers of the afterwards sell it. They are articles of traffic, and 
constitution to have misunuerstood, most grossly, that is enough — neither is it any answer to say, that 
their own work. If there be some ambiguity in the power in question is a power to be exercised 
the language, it arises from the remarkable reserve by legislation, and not in the form of a condition to 
of the convention, upon a subject which they did be prescribed to a particular state. If it exist at 
not choose to call by its proper name, and that am- all, of which I hope there is now no doubt, we sr- 
biguity ought to be favorably expounded. Con- rive, after this, I fear, very tedious investigation, at 
gress, then, have a power “to provide for the com- a result decisive of the present controversy. For 
raon defence and general welfare,” and for that if the exposition given be correct, it Will follow, 
purpose they have a specific power to “regulate that no state in the union, having once abolished 
commerce with foreign nations, among the states, slavery, can re-establish it without the consent of 
and with the Indian tribes.” Slaves arc every where congress; and that it is no disparagement of the 
articles of trade, the subjects of traffic and commti'ce, rights of a new state to lay it under the same pro- 
bought and sold, from plate to place, and from hibition. There is then a precise and perfect 
hand to hand, by public sale or by private sale, as equality. 

suits the convenience or interest of the owner, and But, notwithstanding any supposed ambiguity in 
are in all respects treated as property. The gene- the constitution, arising from the cause I' have ad- 
ral power to regulate commerce, includes in it, of verted to, there are great leading points in that in- 
course, a power to regulate this kind of commerce, strument, which were intended to stand out upon 
With respect to slaves imported from abroad, this occasions like the present, as guides and marks to 
has not been disputed, and cannot be disputed — direct our steps, and it is a relief to our selves, as 
while it continued, it was a branch of the trade well as a debt of justice to those who framed the 
with foreign nations. The power to regulate com- constitution, to keep them constantly in view.— 
merce “among the states” is given in the same We can see there, plainly asserted, the political and 
clause and exactly in the same terms as the power personal equality of men — a deep and humiliating 
to “regulate commerce with foreign nations.” If sense of the evil of slavery— a hope that it might 
the latter authorized congress to prohibit the irn- at some time be abolished, and a determination as 
portation of slaves from abroad, (which has never soon as possible to abolish it. From the date of the 
been even questioned), bow can it be doubted that constitution to the present moment, these have 
the former gives them authority, when in their been the governing principles of this nation's con- 
opinion the “general welfare” or t,he “common de- duct, and the present is the first effort to arrest * 
fence” requires it, to prohibit the transportation career urged equally by policy and humanity. If 
from slate to state? If one comprehends slaves, Missouri be permitted to establish slavery, we shall 
so does the other, and if this conclusion had never bring upon ourselves the charge of hypocrisy and 
been carried into practical effect, it would only insincerity, and upon the constitution a deep stain, 
prove that no case had occurred in which congress which must impair its lustre, and weaken its title to 
thought it expedient to exert the power. But, this the public esteem. It is to no purpose to say, that 
construction is obviously necessary to the plain de- the question of slavery is a question of state con- 
sign of the constitution, not only to the larj^e and cern. It affects the union in its interests, its resour- 
liberal views with respect to the whole subject of ces, and character, permanently — perhaps forever, 
slavery, of which I will speak hereafter, but the One single state, to gratify the desire of a moment, 
particular design manifested in the very clause now may do what all the union cannot undo— may pro- 
in question. It is conceded that congress might at duce an everlasting evil, shame and reproach. — 
all times prohibit the importation of slaves from And why? Because it is u slate right. Sir, you 
abroad into the territories of the United States, as may turn this matter ad you will; Missouri when ah® 
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becomes a stale, grows out of the constitution, she 
is formed under tne care of congress, and admitted 
by congress; and if she has a right to establish sla- 
very, it is a right derived directly from the consti- 
tution, and conferred upon her through the instru- 
mentality of congress. We cannot escape from our 
share of the blame, and, (which is infinitely worse,) 
we cannot rescue the constitution from the oppro- 
brium which belongs to such a deed. That refined 
construction which makes the constitution a silent 
and acquiescing accessary, looking witli undisturb- 
ed complacency upon what it professes to hold in 
detestation, may .answer the purpose of argument 
here, but it can avail nowhere else. The judg- 
ment of mankind is not formed upon artificial dis- 
tinctions like this. As surely as tne tree is judged 
by its fruit, will the constitution be judged by what 
it produces. I earnestly beseech gentlemen* then, 
to save the constitution from a stain which has 
never yet been fixed upon it, and with this entreaty, 
under the deepest and moat aiuoere feeling, & leave 
it in their hands. 

2. Upon the subject of the treaty of cession* 1 
will detain the committee but a very short time. — 
It has always appeared to me to be a proof of the 
weakness of the argument against the amendment, 
that it was obliged to resort for support to this to- 
pic, because it supposes that the inhabitants of the 
territory pf Missouri have higher rights and privi- 
leges than the citizens of any territory within the 
original limits of the United States. One gentle- 
man says, indeed, that Missouri derives her right 
from Heaven. If so, there is an end to all question 
about the constitution or the treaty, though it might 
be extremely difficult for some of usto understand, 
how from such a source could be derived a lawful 
power to establish slavery. 

If we are bound by treaty stipulations, it will be 
admitted that they must be fulfilled. The public 
faith is to be preserved inviolate, at every hazard of 
consequences. But, before we admit a construction 
so dangerous as that contended for, let us examine 
carefully the extent of our obligations. 

There are none, I suppose it will be conceded, 
who can call the treaty to their aid, but those who 
were inhabitants of the ceded territory, and subjects 
of the ceding power, at the time of the cession. In 
terms, the article in question applies only to them. 
6pppose it had all been vacant territory at the time 
pf the session, and since peopled by citizens of the 
United States. Would it have been seriously as- 
serted, that they acquired any new or higher privi- 
leges or rights, by migrating to Louisiana? As to 
the original inhabitants themselves, it is a question 
not pf legislative, but of judicial cognizance, for a 
treaty is the supreme law of the land. The condi- 
tion, however, such as it is, is not annexed tp the 
territory ; it is a stipulation in favor of the free inha- 
bitants, and as to them, it has no application, after 
thay have become incorporated into the union, and 
are made citizens of the United States— they then 
become subject to the legislation of congress.— 
The distinction between the territory and the in- 
habitants is so obvious as to be perceived at a single 
glance. The one is simply ceded, transferred in 
sovereignty, which place* it exactly upon the same 
footing as any other territory of the United States, 
without any condition. The other, that is, the free 
inhabitants, are also transferred, but with a stipula- 
tion entirely personal, that they shall, as soon as pos- 
sible, “be incorporated into the union, and admit- 
ted to the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, 
and immunities of citizens of the United States,*’ 
wa ♦‘ID 4ie mean time they shall be maintained and 


protected in the free enjoyment of thpir liberty, 
property, and the religion which they proftas.” 

IIow it was intended to make them citizens, I do 
not pretend to know. Certainly, a treaty cannot 
confer the privileges of citizenship; that can only 
be done by the operation of an uniform naturaliza- 
tion law; and wiiile it is acknowledged, that the 
treaty making power may rightfully bind us to do 
every things which is within tne constitutional com- 
petency or any department of the government, it 
can never be allowed to go further, for then it 
would transcend the constitution itself. By wbat 
means these free inhabitants were to be made citi- 
zens, or at what time, are questions I need not now 
attempt to answer. There is some difficulty in tliem, 
undoubtedly. This difficulty it wa*r— or rather the 
impossibility of bringing the inhabitants into the 
union, by any process unknown to the ordinary le- 
gislation, that occasioned, in the first place, the 
qualification of the engagement “as soon as possi- 
ble, which may be fairly interpreted to mean 
soon a9 our constitution would permit;” and, in the 
next place, the stipulation, that until they should 
become citizens, they should be maintained ant 
protected in the enjoyment of their liberty, proper- 
ty and religion. From the moment they are incor- 
porated, (this is the precise import of the treaty,) 
they are to be upon the same footing with all other 
citizens of the United States. Till then, they are 
aliens, but are not to be prejudiced by their alien, 
age. 

Did we mean to permit any foreign power to in- 
termeddle with our internal concerns? The sanc- 
tion of treaties is in the ability of those who make 
them, to enforce the observance of the stipulations 
they contain. Were our negotiators so unwise— 
were the president and senate so forgetful of tbeir 
duty, as to make and ratify a treaty by which our 
own citizens were enabled to appeal from this go- 
vernment to a foreign power, and call in its interfe- 
rence by war, if necessary, to settle their rights* 
Such a supposition is entirely inadmissible. This 
article was probably proposed by our own negoti- 
ators — if it was, it was a most unequivocal tribute, 
from the other high contracting party, of respect 
for our constitution and laws, for it admits, that no 
further security was necessary for the protection 
of their ceded subjects. But, did it mean to giro 
to the free inhabitants of Louisiana any pecuJiir 
rights of property, higher or greater than those 
enjoyed by other citizens, after they should be- 
come citizens of the United States? It was be- 
yond the treaty making power to grant or to con- 
tract to that extent Will it be admitted, that 

it was necessary for the security of the citizen, 
that to the constitution should be supertdded the 
obligations of a treaty, and that to tne principle* 
of our government must be joined the right of cw- 
ling in a foreign power? Why, sir, I have heard it 
said in this debate, that the treaty, not only P*** 
rights tot those who inhabited the territory, but 
also to our own citizens who have migrated thith- 
qf since the cession. The doctrine thus asserted, 
appears eyen more objectionable than that I have 
alluded tq; but it is only worse in appearance, for 
in both cases i% supposes an appeal to a foreign 
power, fropj our own citizen^ against the govern- 
ment. 

What are the “rights, advantages and privile- 
ges,” of a citizen of the United States, whichare 
guaranteed to the inhabitants of Louisiana? They 
are the same throughout the United States: They 
are, therefore, independent of local rights, orl ”® ,e 
which depend upon a residence in a particular p!*e. 
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An inhabitant of a state, has certain privileges 
arising from his inhabitancy of the state. An inhabi- 
tant of a territory, too, has certain privileges, which 
arise from his living in a territory; a citizen of the 
United States, who resides neither in a state or terri- 
tory, but is out oftheliraitsofthe union, enjoysneitber 
the privileges of a state or a territory; but he posses- 
ses the rights, privileges and immunities of a citizen 
of the United States, which are common to all the 
three discretions of persons. When an inhabitant 
of Louisiana is made a citizen of the United States, 
he becomes entitled to the “rights, advantages and 
immunities," of a citizen. He carries them with 
him wherever he goes — if he is in a state, he may 
add to them state privileges— if he is in a territory, 
he may enjoy the rights of an inhabitant of a terri- 
tory— in either, or beyond the limits of both, he is 
still a citizen of the United States, and upon an 
equal footing with any other citizen. 

It has been argued indeed, that they are to be in- 
corporated into the union, and that this cannot be 
done without forming them into a state or spates. — 
Should we admit this argument to its full extent, it 
would leave us exactly where it found us, for as 
they ’are to be incorporated (by the express terms 
of the treaty) “according to the principles of the 
federal constitution," we should still be obliged to 
return to the constitution, to enquire upon what 
terms states are to be admitted. And certainly, 
the plain answer would be, that they are to be ad- 
mitted upon the same terms as other territories of 
the United States. But the fallacy of the argument 
lies, in applying to the territory (which was ceded 
in full sovereignty) what was intended only fbr the 
inhabitants. Nothing more is necessary, to enable 
us to detect the fallacy, than to trace it to some of 
its coasequences. WJsat right, upon the construc- 
tion contended for, had we to postpone the admis- 
sion for a single day? Why, gentlemen will say, the 
territory had not the requisite number of inhabi- 
tants. But, no number of inhabitants is necessary, 
except by the practice under the constitution, and 
that same practice gives us certain other powers^ 
which need not now be mentioned, including the 
very one in question. Again, sir— according to 
this hypothesis — what authority had we to divide 
this great territory; why not admit it all as one state? 
They will say it was too large for a single state. 
True; but the constitution has not. ascertained the 
size of a state, nor has it even been settled in prac- 
tice, for we have states of all sizes, from 70*500 
square miles, (Virginia) to 1,548 square miles, 
(Rhode Island.) The truth is, and it is vain to at- 
tempt to disguise it, that the common understands 
ing of all parties has long ago fixed the interpreta- 
tion of the treaty upon a footing not now to be dis- 
turbed. This territory, like every other territory 
of the United States, is subject to the power of the 

S ovemment, to be opened for sale; to be settled, 
ivided and subdivided, and regulated, according 
to its policy, and finally be formed into states, and 
admitted when it may be deemed expedient. 

While I am upon this subject of the treaty, I 
wish to examine it with a different view, and at the 
same time to show the enormous extent of the 
doctrine contended for, which will, I think, afford 
a strong argument in favor of the right of congress 
to impose the restriction. Whence did the treaty 
making power derive its authority to purchase 
lands, and freemen, and slaves? From any express 
words of the constitution? No. It must then be 
implied, and implied from what? Either from the 
possession of sovereign authority, to which it ia an 
fjfcident— » or, from the broad terms of the grant. 


which is to make treaties upon the ground that 
treaties may stipulate for a purchase of territory. 
It is then a sort of implied power. And what is 
next implied? That the territory thus acquired is 
to be upon a different footing from any other ter- 
ritory of the United States: And that congress 
must form states of it, and must admit them. There, 
sir, the implication all at once stops short. No 
conditions are to be imposed; no terms offered; no 
stipulations entered into, however salutary or even 
indispensably necessary for the welfare of the uni r 
on. No— you are not even to require them to have 
their legislative and judicial proceedings in intelli- 
gible language, 'flic whole policy of the nation 
is to yield to the views and interests of the inhabi- 
tants of the territory, who are, notw ithstanding, to 
become an integral part of the union, und have a 
full voice in your deliberations. What is your trea- 
ty making power then? Paramount to all the au- 
thorities of the nation; paramount to tne constitu- 
tion itself; paramount even to the people. 

Try this principle by any practical test, and see 
where it will lead us. 1 he United states have no 
power (it is contended) to prevent or limit slavery, 
and they have no power to stop migration. You 
have purchased a territory, nearly equal in extent 
to all the original states. A single plantation may 
inoculate the whole with this odious disease. The 
50,000 slaves in Louisiana may blacken the coun- 
try from the Mississippi to the Pacific. What be- 
comes of the free states then? For every five 
slaves, there are three votes, and the time may 
come, when the voice of the slaves, in the coun- 
cils of the nation, will be louder than that of the 
freemen. Heaven forbid’.Tor if it should, what will 
be the condition of those who live in the free 
states? There is something humiliating in labor — 
in the labor of getting a living— and it is scarcely 
to be expected that the master of an hundred 
slaves should have any feelings in common with 
him, who earns his bread by his daily work. — 
Wbat becomes of the compact of the constitution 
itself, settled, as it was, upon the basis of the ex- 
isting states, and of the states to be formed out of 
the north west territory, whose condition, as re- 
spects slavery, was irrevocably fixed? The sense of 
that compact is entirely changed. Its form may 
remain, but the substance— the life of it, is gone 
forever. The same principal, too, (for it is indifi- 
nite in its oapacity) may be applied to future ac- 
quisitions. War or negociation, conquest or trea- 
ty, might bring the island of Cuba within the li- 
mits of the union. But, I am satisfied, and I hope 
the committee are satisfied, that the treaty has 
nothing to do with the question. I discard it al- 
together. 

I will now, with the leave of the committee, 
proceed to the remaining branch of this very inte- 
resting subject, or what is called the question of 
expediency. 

It is decreed that slavery shall be a very great 
evil — and (as has been already remarked) one of 
its incidents is, that where it exists, it can never 
be fairly or freely discussed. It must be taken up 
at a certain point, which admits every thing that 
goes before, and among the rest (in a qualified 
sense') the lawfulness of its origin and existence i 
I will not disturb this arrangement, but l must be 
permitted to say that slavery is a great moral and 
political evil. If it be not, let it take its course— 
If it be a good, let it be encouraged. If it be m\ 
evil, I am opposed to its further extension. Thtse 
are plain, simple, clear, intelligible grounds. 
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Most of those who have opposed the amendment, have agreed 
with os in characterising slavery as an evil and a curse, in ten* 
guage stronger than we should perhaps be at liberty to use. One j 
of them only, the member from Kentucky, who last addressed the ] 
committee, (Mr. Clay), rather reproves his friends for this unqua* 
lifted admission. He says, it is a very great evil indeed to tbe 
slave; but it is not an evil to tbe master— and he challenges us 
to deny that our fellow eitisena of the south are as hospitable, 
as generous, as patriotic, as public spirited, as their brethren 
of the uurih or east. Sir, they are all this, and even more.— 
For some of the virtues enumerated, they are eminently and pecu- 
liarly distinguished; and 1 believe they are deficient in none ot 
them. It lias long ago been remarked, that the masters ol slaves 
have the keenest rekuh for their own liberty, and tbe proudest 
sense of their owu indent isdenee- It is natural that it should 
b* so— the feeling is quickened by tbe degrading contrast con 
tinually before them. Hut it seems to me, that the concession* 
with respect to slavery, modified as it is in appearance, is Quite 
as broad as tbe unlimited admission of evenr one else who lias 
spoken. It is an evil to the slave; it is an evil founded in wrong, 
and its injustice is not tbe less because it is advantageous to some 
one else. Every injury from tbe least to the greatest, might find 
tbe same sort of mitigation. It is a very great evil to him wba 
suffers, but it is no evil to him who inflicts it* The same gentle- 
man, however, has himself made tbe most unqualified concession; 
fdr he said he would recommend to tbe people of Missouri to 
abolish slavery, and that in hia own state he would favor a gene- 
ral emancipation, as soon as it should be practicable, which he 
surely would not do if it were not an evil. 

1 beg leave further to say, that I do not consider this as • Ques- 
tion of humanity, or a Question of policy, or interest, or profit or 
case— it is (disguise or argue it as you will) a question of the ex- 
tension of slavery* It is a question, too, not lor the present only, 
but for future ages; and the glorious example of our ancestors 
admonishes us to make the sacrifice, (if sacrifice it be) as we would 
have the blessings or curses of posterity. Why should we spread 
an acknowledged evil’ U there any other moral or physical eyit 
that wc should think it wise or expedient to treat in this way?— 
Would you extend the ravages of an infectious disease? Would you 
cultivate the growth and enlarge the noxious influence of a poi- 
aonous weed? Would any father so treat his offspring, even in this 
•very instance? If he were surrounded with staves, whom he be- 
lieved to be an injury and a curse to him, would he require his 
aon, at setting out in tile, to relieve him, by taking upon Inmsell 
m part of the odious burden? 

Besides, it is an evil founded in wrong, and originating in our 
•wn choice. The extension of it, therefore, is not to be justified 
but by the most urgent and instant necessity, so evident that every 
man will at once agree to submit to its imperious dictates. I reject 
all speculative, or probable, or modified, or remote necessity— that 
which resolves itself at last, when fairly analyzed, into matter of 
profit, of convenience or comparative political power. If Uiere be 
doubt, it is decisive— even though there were considerable weight 
of probability in favor of the argument, I would derido agaiim it. 
Has any one seriously considered the scope of this doctrine? It 
leads directly to the establishment of slavery throughout the world. 
The same reasoning that will justify the extension of slavery into 
one region or country, will equally justify its extension to snotjier. 
It leads, too, directly to the re-establishment of the foreign slave 
trade , for it has a tendency to break down that great moral feeling 
which has been gradually making its way into the world, and to 
which alone, supported and encouraged, as it has been, by the un- 
tiring exertions of humane and benevolent men, see are indeed 
for the abolition of that detestable traffic, so long the disgrace of 
Christendom. To look upon slavery with indifference; to witness 
its extension without emotion; to permit one’s self even to calcu- 
late its advantages — sir, the next step, and a very short one it is, 
may be readily imagined. There are parts of this country now, at 
this very moment, where the laws against the importation of slaves, 
with all their heavy denunciations, are continually violated. It is 
notorious that, in spite of the utmost vigilance that can be employ- 
ed, African negroes are clandestinely brought in and sold as slaves. 
This could not happen if there were an universal sentiment 
against the trade; the existence of the illicit traffic to any extent, 
however small, affords the fullest proof that, in those parts of the 
union where it continues Us he carried on, it meets encouragement 
from the fee lings and the interests of some part of the community. 
Far be it from n»e to impute these feelings to any ttate, or to any 
considerable part of a state. But the sordid appetite exists, or 
such inhuman means would not be employed to gratify it. 

We are told, however, that it is not extension, it is only diffu- 
sion, that is to be the effect* # .... 

I confess that I do not well understand the distinction^ The 
diffusion of staves is an extension of the system of slavery with all 
iu odious features, and if it were true (as it certainly is not) that 
tbevr numbers would not be increased by it, still, it wuuld be at least 
Impolitic. But for what purpose, is tins diffusion to be encou- 
raged? To disperse and weaken and dilute the morbid and dan- 
ferous matter, says one; To b> ti. r the condition of the slaves by 
spreading them over a large surface, says another. A third tells 
us thst we cannot justly refine to permit a man to remove with 
his family. A fourth comes directly to tbe question of interest, 
and bis reason is. that tend in the state of Missouri has been bought 
by individuals upon the faith of iu being a slave itate,and if we 
prohibit slavery there, these land* will fall in value. And in tbe 
rear of aU these, comes an appeal to tlie public interest, in the 
shape of a suggestion, that slavery* must be permitted in order to 
soainuin the price of tbe public lands. 

I would ask gentlemen seriously to examine their hearts, and 
see if they are not deceiving themselves— I am sure they mean 
not to deceive others. Do they remember the argu menu by which 
the slave trade was so long and so obstinately offended hi Eng- 
thud? Tbe triumph of humanity there is q«ute recent, and the 


contest it a monument of the zeal w # # _ 

enlisted in e cause, which we all agree to have beets minty in- 
defensible, and which no man having a respect for hiraodfj Would 
now have the hardihood to attempt to ^leftmd. The a r gu ment s 
then employed, I am sorry to say, have too much m-adrimef 
to these which are urged upon this question of expediency. The 
debates in parliament, the memorials from Bristol sad Uvnpoei, 
tbe representations of West India merchants, and ship ovsen, 
and owners of Witt India plantations, were filled lift irrasa 
of tbe importance of tin: traffic to the navigation and trade, sel 
revenue, and colonics, and all the otbtr great interests mf the 
kingdom. Yes, sir, and they undertook to strengthen their argu- 
ment, by gravely asserting, that thg African slave was ready m> 
cued from much greater misery, by putting hsso on board a slawa 
ship, and carrying him in irons (if he hapjxmed to survive) t» the 
place destined for his perpetual imprisoumrnt^— Thesethisigs are 
familiar to every body, and they are now treated as they dutm 
to be. 

But it is only diffusion that is desired! Is this n reasonable de- 
sire? Little more than thirty years havo efapved since else con- 
stitution was adopted. Two states of this union (Sooth Carufiua 
and Georgia) then insisted upon reserving, for twenty yean, the 
privilege of sopjdying themselves with slaves from abroad, smd 
refused to come into tbe union unless congress were pndsinbed, 
during that time, from preventing importation. Congress were 
accordingly prohibited, and scarcely ten yean have elapsed since 
the prohibition erased. Can they reasonably ask already to he 
permitted to diffusa what they were then so anxious to im sacra? 
Are they so soon overburdened? It cannot be, for the illicit trade 
is still carried on, and that would end atonce if there were nut a 
demand and a market. 

I may be told, and told with truth, that the other sl av e hol d ing 
states are not exposed to the same remark. Of Virginia, especially, 
it gives ine pleasure to be. able to speak on this su bj e ct with «m* 
cere respect. While a colony, she remonstrated agama tbe i*~ — 


her most strenuous exertions were employed in favor of the is 
diate abolition of the traffic. Still, sir. with respect to any. «r all 
the slave-holding states, I may he allowed to ask, is diffusion asm 
necessary? I think it is not. Look at tbe present price of slaves. 
Does that indicate an actual increase of their numbers to such an 
amount as to require diffusion? f am informed by a gentleman* 
upon whoso accuracy I place great reliance, that, from the adop- 
tion of the coustitunou to the present time, tbe price has been 
regularly advancing. I do not mean tony that it is as high now 
as it was a year ag j. It was then, like every thing else, afferwd 
by speculation. But, taking average periods, aay of five or six 
years, there has been a regular and constant advance, manifesting 
a demand at least equal to the supply. 

Take another and a larger view. Look at the e x ten t of fm» 
tory, occupied entirely by Freemen, and that which it occupied by 
freemen and by staves. You will find, that, at the time of the Us* 
census, in 1810, 444,070 square miles were inhabited by t , UV 3l 
freo persons, and 1,138,340 slaves, giving a total of 3,471,096. At 
the mum* period, 3,050,101 free persons had for thrir portion 312,73# 
square miles. Such was then the comparative extent and popula- 
tiou of the free states, and of the stave-holding slates and territories; 
the latter with fewer inhabitants by almost two hundred tho-nonf, 
pum sting above one hundred and thirty tbousa.-d square miles «o 
land more than the former, a tract of country equal in aise to the 
two largest states in- the union. The population in the free stairs 
we know increases with greater rapidity than the i 


states. At the present time it is not to be doubted, that the dispa- 
rity is greater than it was in 1819, and mure unfavorable to tha 
free inhabitants. In making the distribution of future comfsrtt. 
we ought to have at least au equal eye to tbe tetter, and they, 1 
think, from this statement, are most likely sooo to want room to 
diffuse. 

If it were not dwelling too long upon this port of tbe subject, I 
would ask gentlemen to look also at the comparative statement of 
the population to the square mile, in tin- tree states and ia the 
slave-holding states. They will find it in Dr. Scy best’s work (page 
45.) If I mistake not, the a virago of the for our was 17, 56, and 
of the latter 15, 36, applying the computation to the states eras- 
tainid iu his table. These facts sufficiently answer the question^ 
whether tbe diffusion of the slave population is uuw necessary. 

1 am fully convinced, however, that this idea of diffusion, (at 
distinguished from extension) which is at presnit so great a favor- 
ite, is altogether founded m error. If the amount of the slave 
population were fixed, and it could not be increased, it would, as 
doubt, be correct to say, that in spreading it over a larger sur- 
face. you only diffused it. Hut this is certainly hot the caw. We 
need iiut recur, for proof or illustration, to tbe taws that gnfrru 
population. Our owu experience, unhapjtity, shows that tins evil 
has a great capacity to increase; and its present magnitude is such 
as to occasion tbe most serious anxiety. In 1790, there were ia the 
United States 694.280 staves; in 1800, there were 889,881; and in 
18K), 1,165,441. This is a gloomy picture. The arguments of gen- 
tlemen on the opposite side admit that au increase will take pt*ee, 
tor they ate founded upoo tbe belief that tbe time must am«v, 
when the slaves will be to multiplied as to become dangerous Us 
thrir possessors. There are indeed no limits to the increase of 
population, black or white, slave or free, but those which depend 
upon the means of subsistence. By enlarging the spaeg, generally 
speaking, you increase the quantity of food and of course you 
increase the numbers of the people. Our own HhisCrioua Franklin, 
with his usual sagacity, king ago discovered this important tmk 
u Was the face of the earth,” he says, *vacaut of other plants It 
might be gradually sowed and overspread with one kind usd?.*, 
for instance, with fennel; and were it empty of other iuhattfirttk, 
it might, iu 2 lew ages, he replenished with oat nation only, as»6u 
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Instance, with Englishmen.*’ If this does not exactly happen, it 
is only became, in their march, they are met and resisted by other 
plants and by other people, struggling, like thenifdves, lor the 
means of subsistence. 

By enlarging the limits for slavery, you are thus preparing the 
means for its indefinite increase and extension, aud the result will 
be, to keep the present slave-holding states supplied to their wishes 
with this description of population, and to enable them to throw 
otf the surplus, with all its productive power, on the west, as long 
as the country shall be able and willing to receive them. To what 
extent you will, in this way, increase the slave population, it is 
impossible to calculate; but that you will increase it there can be 
nodoubc, and it is equally certain that the increase will be at the 
expense ol the free population. 

The same gentleman, to whom I have several times referred 
Indore, (Mr. Clay), insists that this will not be the ease. He says, 
that the ratio or increase of slave population shows, that its acti- 
vity is now at the maximum; and, as this implies the existence of 
the must favorable circumstances, you cannot, by any change, ac- 
celerate the increase He, therefore, inters, that if Iron twenty 
staves in an old state, you take two, and transfer them to a new 
one, it it an actual diminution In the state from which they are 
taken to that amount, and putting the two states together, you 
simply change the place, but not alter the quantity. Supposing 
die fact ta be, as it is here assumed to he, that the activity of in- 
crease is now at its maximum, it affords a most conclusive argu- 
ment against the necruity of diffusion. It proves that there is 
ample room, and abundant means of subsistence, within the limits 
that now circumscribe the slate population, and that no enlarge- 
ment of those limits is neeettary. But, sir, we must look a little 
into the future. Legislation on this sutyert, is not merely for the 
mo a ient we occupy. The whole scope of the argument against 
us, is founded upon the belief, that the time roust come when the 
staves will be straitened in the territory, large as it it, which now 
confines them. When that time shall arrive, 1 presume it will not 
he denied, that their numbers will be increased, by enlarging the 
apace for them, and then, certainly, you will have rxteiidedsta very, 
in every sense. 

Will it be such a dispersion as the gentleman from Virginia, 
<Mr. Smyth), has talked of? If, like prisoners of war, (one of the 
cases he hat mentioned.) they were to be detained for a limited 
time, and then act at liberty: or, if they were to be mixed in soci- 
ety, and gradually lose their distinctive character in the mixture, 
dispersion would lie highly expedient and just. But, they are ne- 
groes and slaves— so they are to continue. Their descendants are 
Co be negroes and slaves, to the latest generation, and forever 
chained to their present condition. Nature has placed upon them 
an unalterable physical mark, and you have asvKriated with it an 
inseparable and morel degradation, either of which oppqaes a her- 
trier not to be passed— to their coalescing with the society that sur- 
rounds them. They are, and forever must remain, distinct. 

And now, let me ask gentlemen, where this diffusion is to end? 
If circumu alien require ft at present, will not the same circum- 
atances demand it hereafter? Will they pot. at some future time, 
b^orne straitened in their new limits, however large? And what 
will you do then? Diffuse again— and what then? Even this diffu- 
vioii will have its limits, and when they arc reached, the ease is 
without remedy ami without hope. For a present ease to our- 
selves, we doom our posterity to an interminable curse. But we 
seem to forget, altogether, that while the slaves are spreading, the 
free population is also increasing, and sooner or later, must foci 
the pressure, which it is supposed may, at some time, be felt by 
the staves. Where you place a slave be occupies the ground that 
would maintain a freeman. And who, in this code ol speculative 
fcu inanity, making provision for times alar off; is to kavc Ike pre- 
ference, the freeman or the slave? 

In this long view of remote and distant consequences, the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay), thinks be sirs how slavery, 
#b~n thus spread, is at last to find its end. It it to be brought 
•bout by the combined operation of the laws which regulate the 
price ot labor ami the laws which govern population. When the 
country shall be Ailed with in habitants, and the price of labor 
shall have reaches! a minimum, (a comparative minimum I sup- 
pose is meant), tree labor will be fbuud cheaper than slave labor. 
Slaves will then be without employment, and, of eourse, without 
the means of oomfortahle subsistence, which will reduce their 
numbers, and Anally extirpate them. This is the argument, as i 
understand it— When the period referred to will arrive, no one 
can pretend to conjecture. Much less, would any one attempt to 
say. what number of slaves we shall have, (widi the previous en- 
couragement proposed to be given to them), when this severe law 
shall begin to operate. But every prudent ami feeling man wll, 
l s think, agree, without hesitation, that he would rather ser the 
experiment tried upon a small scale than a large oe— that it would 
he much more easily and safely conduct* d, and with much less 
suffering, in the present slave-holding states, than if it wire to 
embrace, in addition, the whole of the great territory b* yond the 
Mississippi. But let me ask that ^entlrmaii, what he supposes will 
happen in the mean rime? The diminished price oflanor, and the 
reduced m<ims of subsistence, are, according to this theory, first' 
Vo operate upon the freemen, and (hen upon the slaves, ana upon 
both, by producing a considerable lirgn-e of misery. Does he su|* j 
pose (bat they will patently submit, and wait till the slow destruc- 
tion arrives? The two great classes, kept distioct by your laws, 
would, irrtuch a struggle, like two men upon a single plank in the 
ocean, make x desperate effort ♦ acli to secure to himself exist* nec, J 
by destroj ing the life of the other. When want nod misery begin 
to press upon them, instinct will teach them how to seek relief, 
wno deadly violence will be its agent: And what would then lie 
<be situation of the country? I shudder even to think of it. The 

S 'resent slave-holding states have a security in bring surrounded 

7 that are free. But if the whole aatioi^r even a auuri- 


derable part of it, were in the same condition, what security should 
we then have? 

Again, sir, we are told, that the amendment in question will 
ivyure the rights ol prop* rty, by depriving the owners of slaves of 
their unborn descendants, and by lessening the value at their lands, 
bought upon the presumption that Missouri would be a slave 
state. Sir, we have no right to meddle with the question of slavery 
in the existing states. Their own laws must regulate the subject, 
and they may modify it as to th«m shall seem best. But, as a ge- 
neral position, independently of state provisions, it may safely be 
averred, that no man has a property in an unborn human being. 
We need not go lor for the proof of this. '1 be states that have 
abolished slavery, have done so by declaring that the children to 
be born should be free, which would have been beyond their 
power, if there had been a property in the tbildresi before their 
birth. This principle, however, is so well established, that it need 
not be further insisted upon. The depreciation in the value of 
land, is a consequence not likely to happen. The reverse will 
he the ease. Let any one compare the prices aud the improve- 
ment of land in the tree states, and in the slave-holding states, 
aud he will be satisfied, that in this, as in every other respect, 
Missouri will be a great gainer by the restriction. But, if it were 
otherwise, is the great policy of the nation iu a point so vital— are 
the essential interests ol justice aud liu-uauily, to yield to the pe- 
cuniary interests of a few individuals? Caii you always avoid 
doing a partial injury by your public measures? When war is 
declared, what is the effect upon the merchant? When peace is 
made, liow does it tare with the manufacturer? You cannot even 
alter the rate of a duty, without affecting some interest of the 
community - either to iu prejudice or benefit, and at last you must 
come to the cuntttfcmiou of the great question of n^ti/nm) 
ecru, to which ininar considerations must give way. 

In the variety of claims, that have been pressed upon us, these 
is but a single one which deserves a moment's attention. It ia 
that which aris«s out of the enquiry, so often repeated, w ill you 
not suffer a man to migrate with bis family?— Those who have 
bceu accustomed to the labor and services of slaves, it is not to 
be denied, Auust at once change their habits, without feeling, 
at least, a great deal ot inconvenience. It is also true, that die 
associations which have been formed in families, cannot be hrokem 
up witliout violence and injury to both the parties; and in pro- 
portion as the authority has bun mild in its exercise, will the 
transfer of it to other hands be disadvantageous, especially to 
the servant. But, it is impossible to make a discrimination, or 
to permit the iutnoductiou or slaves, at alh without giving up 
the whole matter, if you allow slavery to exist, you must allow 
it without limits. .The coustquenoe is, that the state becomes a 
slave state. Free labor and slave labor cannot be employed 
together. Those who go there, must become slave holders, and 
your whole system «a overturned— Betides, if the limited per- 
mission did not, of itself, produce the evil, to an unlimited ex- 
tent, (as it certainly would) it is liable to abases, beyond all pos- 
sibility ul control, which would inevitably have that effect. The 
numbers of a family are not defined— the number of families of 
tins sort, which a single individual may have, cauuot be fixed- 
It is easy to see how . under color of such penniuian, « regular 
trade ought be established, and carried on m loug as there was 
any temptation uf profit or interest.— This argument, however, 
has been pressed, as if a prohibition to go with slaves, was in 
effect a prohibition to the inhabitants of a slave-bolding state 
to go at all. 1 cannot believe this to he the case. They may go 
without slaves; for iJiough slaves are aeonvenimee and a luxury 
to thdse who arc accustomed to them, yet the inhabitants of tha 
slave-holding states would liaidly admit that they are indispensa- 
bly uecessary. Besides, they may take their stares with them 
as free si rvuuti. But look at the, converse.— The iutrodu ctiop of 
slavery, Imuishcs free labor, or places it uuder such discourage- 
ment and opprobrium as are equivalent in effect. You slnst the 
country, then, against die free emigrant, who carries with him 
nothing but his industry.— There are large aud valuable clas- 
ses ol* people, who are opposed to slavery, and cannot live where 
it is prruiiitrd. These too you exclude. The laws and the 
policy of a slave state, will and must be adapted to the condi- 
tion of slavery , and, without going into auy particulars, it will 
be allowed, that they are in the highest degree offensive to those 
who are opposed to slavery— It seems to me, sir, I may be par- 
doned lor so lar expressing an opinion upon the concerns of the 
tlav*> holding states— it teem* to me, that die people of the south 
have a common interest with us in this question, not for the ru- 
st Ives, perhaps, but lor ihose who are equally dear to them. The 
cultivation by slaves r* quires large estates. They cannot be 
parcelled out and divid'd. In the course iff time, and before 
very long, it will happ«n dial the younger children of southern 
.families must look elsewhere to And em ploy meot for their talents, 
and scope lor their exertion. What better provision can they 
have, than free states, where they may fairly cuter into compete 
turn with freemen, and every one find the level which his pro- 
per ahiiuits entitle hint to expect? The hint is sufficient: I 
venture to throw it out for the consideration of those whom it 
concerns. 

But, independently of the objections to the extension, arising 
from the views tints presented by the opponents of die amend- 
ment, and ind«-iH intently of many much more deeply founded 
objections, which I forbear now to press, there are enough, uf 
a very obvious kind, to settle the question conclusively. Willi 
the iuduigeuee of She committee, i will touch upuu some of 
them. 

It will he remembered, that this is the first step beyond the 
Mississippi— the state of Louisiana is no exception, for there 
slavery existed to au extent which left no alternative— It is die 
lutt ttep too, for this is d>e last stand that ran bo mad*. Com- 
promise is forbidden by the principles contended tor on bo Li 
sides; any compromise Uuu would give slayer) to HJjnsuuri 
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out of the question. It ia, therefor*, the final, irretrievable at*p, 
which ean never he reea'led, and muit lead to an immeasurable 
spread of slavery over the country beyond the Mississippi. If 
any one taulier, if he be tempted by ^nsinuationa, or terrified by 
the apprehension of losing something desirable— 4f he find him* 
edf drswn-aside by view* to the little interests that at* imme- 
diately about him— l«rt him reflect upon thu magnitude of the 
question, and In- will ba elevated above all sneh considerations. 
The ey * of tho country are upon him; the interests of poste- 
rity are committed to his care— let him beware bow he barters 
not his own but his children's birthright, for a mess of pottage 
—The consciousness that we have done our duty, js a sure and 
never faiiiog dependence. It will stand by us and support us 
through life, under every vicissitude, of fortune, and in every 
change of circumstances. It sheds a steady and a cheering light, 
upon the future as w«*ll as the present, and it at once a grateful 
aud a lasting reward. 

Again, sir, by increasing the market for slaves, yon postpone 
and destroy the hope of extinguishing slavery by emancipation. 
It seems to me, that tho rediqni.vn in value of slaves, however 
accomplished, is the only inducement that will ever effect an abo- 
lition of slavery. The multiplication of free states, will at the 
same time givo room for emancipation, or, to speak morn accu- 
rately, for those who are emancipated. This, I would respect- 
fully suggest, is the only effectual plan of colonizstion— but it 
ran toevertake effect while it is the interest of owners to pursue 
their slaves with so much avidity, or to pay such prices for them. 
Increase the market, and you keep up the value— increase the num- 
1st of slave-holding states, and you destroy the possibility of eman- 
cipation, even if every part of the uniou itbuld desire it. You 
extend, indefinitely, the formidable difficulties which already ex- 
ist. 

Nor does the mischief stop here. All liberal minds and all parts 
of the uuion, have with one voice agreed in the necessity of 
abolishing that detestable traffic in human flesh, the slave trade 
—the foreign • lav * tratte: But, reject the amendment on yoor 
table, admit Missouri without restriction, and you will inevitably 
introduco and establish agree* inland domestic slave trade, not, it 
is true, with all th** horrors of the middle passage, nor the cold 
Wooded calculation upon the waste of human life in tho sea- 
soning, bat still with many of the odious features, aud some of 
tho most cruel accompaniments of that Hateful traffic. From 
Washington to St. Louis, may be a distance of one thousand 
miles. Through this great space, and even a much greater, you 
must witness the transportation of slates, with the usual ap- 
pendages of hand-cuffs and chains. The lies of domestic Rls 
will be violently rent asunder, and those whom nature has bound 
together, suffer all tho pongs of an unnatural and cruel separa- 
tion. Unfeeling force, stimulated by unfeeling avarice, will tear 
the parent from the child, and the child from the parent— the 
husband from the wife, and the wife from the husband. We have 
lately witnessed something of this sort, during the period of 
high prices. Gentlemen of the south, particularly those from 
Virginia, who speak of their slaves as a part of their family, 
would start at this— They would reject, with scorn and indigna- 
tion, even a suggestion, that they were to furnish a market for 
the supply of slaves to the other states. I can well believe that, 
in families where the relation has long subsisted, there are feel- 
inn that would revolt at such a thought— feelings that have con- 
siderably modified this severe condition, and grown out of the as- 
sociations it has, in a long course of time, produced. But, can 
any one tell, what rapidity may win or necessity extort? No man 
is superior to the assaults of fortune; aud, if he wt-re, the stroke 
of death will surely come, and break down his paternal govern- 1 
merit, and, then, the slave-dealer, whom he would have Ricked 
from his inelosore, like a poisonous reptile, presents himself— 
to whom/— he cannot »cll. Thoughts like these have often, I 
doubt not, produced the liberation of slaves. If gem I men ques- 
tion our sincerity, let them consider at what period of life u is, 
that emancipation most frequently takes place. It Is at that se- 
rious moment, when men sit down to settle their worldly con- 
cerns, and, as it were, to take their leave of the world. Ttsro, ii 
is. by the last will, to take effect when their own control is ended, 
that owners restore their slaves to freedom, and, by what they eer* 
tainlv consider an act of justice rather than leave them to the dit- 1 
posal of they know not whom. Let gentlemen from thesouth re- 
flect on this. The public sentiment, upon the subject of slavery, 
is every where improved, and still improving. It has already de- 
stroyed that monstrous inhumanity called the slave trade. I fear 
that such a measure, as is now proposed by the opponents of the 
restriction, would not merely check tnd retard its progress; I 
seriously fear that it may gradually work an entire change. The 
effects are not to be contemplated without the deepest anxietv. \ 

The political aspect of the subject is not less alarming. The 
existence of this condition among us, continually endangers the 
peace and well being of the union, by the irritation and animosi- 
ty it creates between neighboring states. It weakens the nation 
while it is entire: And if ever a division should happen, ean 
any asm reflect without horror, upon the consequences that may 
be worked out of an extensively prevailing system of slavery! 
We are told, indeed, both in the noose and out of it, to leave the. 
matter to Providence. Those who tell ns so, are nevertheless 
active and eager in the smallest of their own concerns, omitting 
nothing to secure success. Sir, we are endowed with faculties, 
that enable us to judge and to choose— to look before aud after, 
however imperfectly. When these have been fairly and consci- 
entiously exerted, we may then humbly submit the consequences, 
with a hope and belief, that, whatever they may be, they will not 
be imputed to us. The Issue of our counsels, however well meant, 
it not in our hands. But, if for our own gratification, regardless 


of all considers' ions of right or wrong, of good or evil, we 
hug a vicioqs indulgence to our bosom, until we find it tsndy 
to a venomous serpent, and threatening to Ming ns to the heart, 
with what rational or consoling exportation, can we *»1| upon 
Providence to tear it array and save us from destruction/ 

It is time te come to a conclusion. 1 fear Lhave already ties, 
passed too long. In the effort I have maJe to submit to the com- 
mittee, my views of this question, it has been ini possible to es- 
cape entirely the influence of the sensation that pervade* this 
bouse. Yet, I have no such apprehensions as have been expres- 
sed. The question is indeed an important one; but its importance 
is derived altogether from its connection with the extension, inde- 
finitely, of mgro sherry, over a land which 1 trust Providence 
has di-stined lor (he labor and the support of freemen. 1 have no 
fear that this question, much as it has agitated the country, it to 
produce auy fatal division, or even to generate a new organitetion 
of parties. It is not a question upon which we ought to indulge 
unreasonable apprehensions, or yield to the councils of fear, it 
concerns ages to come and millions to be born. It is, as it were, 
a question of a new political creation, and it Is for us, under 
heaven, to say, what shall be its condition. If we impose the r» 
striction, it will f hope he finally imposed. But, if barrator it 
should be found right to remove it. and the state consent, are cut 
remove it. Admit the state, without the restriction, the power it 
rone forever, and with it are forever gone all the efforts tint 
have, been made by the non-slavcvholding states to repress and 
limit tlie sphere of slavery, and enlarge and extend the 
of freedom. With it, perhaps, is gone forever, the power of pre- 
venting the traffic in slaves, that inhuman and detestable unk, 
■o long a disgrace to Christendom. In futur*\ and do very dis- 
tant times, convenience, aud profit, and necessity, rosy be round 
as available pleas as they formerly were, and for the luxury ef 
•laves, wc shall again involve ourselves in the sin of the trade. 
We must not presume too much upon the strength of our reso- 
lutions,- Let every man who has been accustomed to the fcsdul- 
genc'-.ask himself if it is not a luxury— a tempting luxury, which 
solicits him strongly aud at every moment. The prompt obe- 
dience, the ready attention, the submissive aud humble, but engr-r 
effort to anticipate command— how flattering ta our pride, hew 
soothing to our indolence! l'o the members from the sooth, I ap- 
peal to know whether they will suffer auy temporary inconve- 
nience, or any speculative advantage to expose us to the danger. 
To those of the north, no appeal can be necessary. To both, f 
can most sincerely say, that as I know my own views on this sub- 
ject to be free from any unworthy motive, so will I believe, tint 
they likewise hava no object but the common good of our com- 
mon country, and that nothing would have given me mote heart- 
felt satisfaction, than that the present proposition should have ori- 
ginated in the same quarter to which we are said Co be indebted 
for the ordinance of 1787. Then, indeed, would Virginia have 
appeared in even more than her wonted splendor, and spreading 
out the scroll of her services, would have brheld nooe of them 
with greater pleasure, than that s* ries which began, by pleading 
the cause of humanity in remonstrances against the slave tradr, 
while she was yet a colony, and, embracing her own act of aboli- 
tion, and the ordinance of 1787, terminated in the restriction on 
Missouri. Consider, what a foundation our predeensors have 
laid! And behold, with the Mesdng of Providence, how the work 
has prospered! What is there, in ancient or in modern times, time 
can be compared with the growth and prosperity of the states 
formed out of the North West Territory/ When Europeans re- 
proach us with our uegro slavery; when they coutrast our republi- 
can boast and pretentious with the existence of this co md M sn 
among us, we have our answer ready— It is to yon we owe this 
evil— you planted it here, and it has taken such root In the sad 
we have not the power to eradicate it. Then, toroinr to the 
west, and directing their attention to Ohio, Indiana and UKoosi* 
we can proudly fell them, these are the offspring of oar pofiry 
and oar laws, these era the ftce productions ol the constitute* of 
the United States. But, if beyond this ami ling region, they should 
descry another dark spot upon the face of the new cre a ts o u - 
another scene of negro slavery, established by ourselv es , and 
spreading Continually towards the further* ocean, what shall we 
say then? No, sir, let us follow up the work our ancestors has# 
begun. Let us give to the world a new pledge of our tmferi ty. 
Let the standard of freedom be planted in Missouri, by tho hand* 
of the constitution, and let its banner wave over the heads of none 


but freemen— men retaining the image impressed upon t 
by their Creator, and dependant upon nono hot God and 
laws. Then, as our republican states extend, rctmbliean prisses- 
ciples will go hand in hand with republican practice— the bam of 
liberty with the sense ol justice. Then, sir, the dawn, hemm i ng 
from the constitution, which now illuminates Ohio, Indrawn Bad 
Illinois, will spread with increasing brightness to the father s 

till in its brilliant lustre, the dark spot which now reals r 

country, shall be forever hid from sight. Industry, 
merer and knowledge wHI flourish, with plenty and coi 
for ages to come, and the loud chorus of universal freedom i 
from the Pacific to the Atlantic, the great truths of the declara- 
tion of independence. Then too, our brethren of the south, if 
they sincerely wish it, may scatter their emancipated anises 
through this boundless region, and our country, at length he hap- 
pily freed forever from the foul stain and curse of slavery. And 
if (may it be far, very far distant?) intestine commotion ci vil din 
aentkm— division, should happen— we shall not leave oar pa st e 
ritv exposed to the combined horrors of a civil and a servile u» 
If any man still hesitate, influenced by some temporary motive *f 
convenience, or ease; or profit, I charge him to think what out fiw 
then have suffered for us, and then to ask Ins heart* If ha era ba 
faithless to the obligation be owes to posterity? 
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St . Louis), wear dirks by their sides; and dirking is 
very fashionable here.’ This tact is, of itself, a suf- 
ficient commentary on the state of society and mo- 
rals in Missouri/ 9 

What an imprudent extract! Are all the people 
of the “west”- of the many highly important states 
beyond the mountains, to be thus traduced by 
wholesale, or even those of Missouri to be condemn- 
ed en matte, because a few unhappy rencontres have 
occuired in the latter, and from the possibility that 
some few women, influenced by the passions thereby 
excited, may have worn *dirks,* as the letter states? 
though we know not how to believe that any such 
thing has happened. It is like the stories that were 
told of Baltimore after some unfortunate events 
here, by which many persons at a distance seemed 
almost to believe that we killed a man daily, and 
devoured him, like cannibals, in a public square, 
out, of the pure love of shedding human blood! It 
partakes, most liberally, of the spirit of the British 
tourists through our country: one of these, whose 
name 1 have long since forgotten, either stated or 
implied the fact, that the people of a certain quarter 
might be known from their having one eye gouged 
out in fighting — he had, perhaps, seen one person 
so maimed, and this was sufficient proof to him of 
its universal prevalence. It is true, several fatal 
intentions have recently happened in Missouri, 
and we have had large reports about riots and the 
like — but no one can believe that either should give 
a cha rafter to the people of that country, nearly 
ninety -nine of an hundred of whom are emigrants 
from the old states, our relations, friends and ac- 
quaintances. 

On the other hand, we notice the following toast, 
drank at the celebration of the late anniversary, in 
Virginia: 

“Missouri — 

Bom in freedom** ««rie-ne*t. 

Hock'd by whirlwinds, iu tbeir rage." 

This is as offensive to a great number of persons 
as the preceding extract can be to others — being 
the act of a large company, not that of an indivi- 
du«l. 

The framers of the constitution of the United 
States were athamed to mention the word slaves — 
deeply mortified at the necessity imposed of mak- 
ing any regulation except for citizens of the repub- 
lic; but here is a proud boast, that, because Mis- 
souri was allowed to be a slave-holding state, she was 
“rock’d in freedom's eagle-nest It a monstrous 
libel upon our republican institutions, and as little 
to be tolerated by a majority of the people of the 
United States, as the extract given above by those 
of Missouri. 

These are mere specimens of what has been said 
and written — indeed, more violent things than ei- 
ther of those quoted have met our eyes — we ask, 
what possible goodcan grow out of them? 

There is no evil to be imagined so fatal to the 
happiness of the citizens of this republic, so preg- 
nant with evil consequences to the march of free- 
dom over the world, as the division of these states 
would be. In 9pite of our own folly and wickedness, 
the grand fact exists, that there is no people on the 
globe to be compared with us for private comfort 
or public virtue. This, we believe, may be said 
without the suspicion of boasting, though indivi- 
dual cases are not wanting to prove the opposite 
of these things; and we have misery and corrup- 
tion enough. We stand before the human race as 
an example, that man is beat capable of self-govern- 
ment, and that no wretched race of semi-ideots or 
confirmed villains* arc needful to the preservation 


of order and law! Our responsibily is exceedingly 
great, not to ourselves only, but to all the worid; 
and we shall be blessed or cursed by the enlighten- 
ed of posterity, as we use the means afforded to 
rescua man from civil and religious despotism. Let 
us not, then, do any thing to weaken the bonds that 
unite us, and direct us to happiness — to power — to 
command! The Missouri question, in itselfi is a 
most awful one: it is sufficient to occupy our best 
minds and dispositions, free from any additional 
excitement; — it seems already to have made a moral 
separation among the people: let us all take care 
to avoid whatever may lead to a political arrayment 
of power against power. We had begun to lore 
each other; thousands of us felt that Americans in- 
habited the mountainous countries of Maine as well 
as the plains of Georgia, and the people of the sea- 
board and those of the interior, were knitting toge- 
ther by the most endearing ties. Frenzy to the 
brain that shall plot to disturb the happy progress 
of these things! But mutual forbearance and mo- 
deration is indispensably necessary to their preser- 
vation, and the indiscrete may destroy all which 
the coolest heads and best hearts have built up, as 
the asylum of the afflicted, the hope of humanity* 
and home of liberty. 

The pensioner. In our paper of the 15th inst. 
we noticed the case of an officer of the revolutiona- 
ry army, who had been relieved by the late pension 
law of the United States- with which, for the rea- 
sons stated, we were highly pleased. 

By letters received from two of the surviving of- 
ficers of the Delaware line — gentlemen whom I 
have always been proud to call my friends, as well 
as by a publication in the “Watchman,” it appears 
that 1 was mistaken as to the extent of the service 
rendered by the officer alluded to. I always under- 
stood until now, that he belonged to the famous 
Delaware regiment from the beginning until the 
end of the war, and had a part in all its severe 
fights and privations; but it seems that “he left the 
service in 1777, and resigned his commission [of en- 
sign] early in 1778; when he married and obtained 
some^property, which was soon expended; and, not 
being qualified for any other business, he was oblig- 
ed to seek his living by common labor” — says the 
writer in the “Watchman,” very warmly. 

It is always proper to correct error— and, cer- 
tainly, being a native of Delaware, and also on in- 
timate terms with nearly every one y of its surviving 
revolutionary officers, l should suppose that I Was 
almost the last man that would willingly depreciate 
the character of the state or that of persons so 
esteemed: yet the matter would not have been no- 
ticed, but for the reason that those gentlemen seem 
to be offended at what was honestly meant in com- 
pliment to revolutionary worth in general; as shew- 
ing that those who so largely participated in the 
memorable contest, were persons not ashamed to 
earn a subsistence by labor: and, at the time of 
writing the article, I had in recollection the ex- 
clamation said to have been made in one of the 
London theatres, (just after the peace of 1783* 
when a play was represented which was designed 
to ridicule the late officers of our army), to prove 
that high-sounding titles, or what are called the 
honorable professions, have nothing to do with 
the substantial utilities of men. But, as the mat- 
ter has turned out, and my design has lost its pur- 
pose as to those immediately interested, the follow- 
ing explanation is necessarily made: 

We are informed by the writer above quoted* 
that only foitf officers of the Delaware ton* wertf 
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placed on the pension list — “Beimet, Roche, Corse 
and Me Clan. M It was the latter to whom I had re- 
ference— and he is the only one, 1 am told, who is 
retained on the list, the rest being 1 struck off by the 
secretary of war, under the late modifications of the 
act, because they would not make themselves out 
to be absolute paupers, which it now seems is re- 
quired in order to obtain the benefit of the law! 
"This is sufficient— and certainly, though poor 
McClan has been complimented above his deserts, 
nothing has been said that ought to be construed 
into an act of wrong to others, who bore the bur- 
then of the war, and went through the oontest with 
so much honor to themselves, and so well entitled 
themselves to the gratitude of their country. 


The Bank Director’s Letter. 

The following letter, published in the London Cou- 
rier, of the 11th of May, last, has given rise to 
much indignant remark in many of the newspa- 
pers. Wc shall not trouble our readers with 
any comments upon it— every one will make j 
them for himself. The writer, we are told, is an I 
Englishman named Astley, who has obtained all 
his present consequence in the country which he 
traduces, and really is a director of the bank of 
.the United States. It is recorded in part as a 
curiosity, and to shew the sort of machinery 
which is always in motion to depreciate the 
United States in Europe, the agents of which are 
too often those whom we have tenderly nursed 
within our own bosoms. 

London, Mty 1 1, 1820. That wc arc suffering, 
very considerably, from the stagnation of our trade 
and manufactures, cannot be denied. We are not 
alone, however, in our embarrasments, as the fob 
lowing letter from one of the director* of the bank 
of the United States to a friend in Manchester, will 
testify: It will serve also, to soften down some of 
the bright tints in the picture which Mr. Baring 
drew, the other night, of the prosperous condition 
of all the rest of the world compared with our own: 

“Our difficulties in commerce, whether mercan- 
tile or domestic, continue without abatement. Men 
of business are like patients in the last stage of con- 
sumption, hoping for a favorable change, but grow- 
ing weaker every day till they expire. 

“Dismal as the prospects are on your side the 
Vater, they are worse here. You have some regu- 
lar and profitable trade — ice have none. It is all 
scamper and hap-lmzard. When I came to this 
country, on the first day of my arrival in Philadel- 
phia I walked round among correspondents whom 
I had before known by name. I was at home 
amongst them; and I would, without the least hesi- 
tation have sold them goods to the amount of 
100,000 pounds. Now 1 do not know the persons 
doing business; and there is not one amongst them 
whose order I would take for /1000! What a differ- 
ence! Along continuance of distresses in the com- 
mercial world has a bad effect on the morality of 
the country. The vast number of failures takes 
away their odium. Men fail in parties for conve- 
nience; and the barriers of honesty arc broken 
down by a perpetual legislation suited to the con- 
dition of insolvent debtors. We have now no im- 
prisonment for debt. Credit is become very rare, 
as you may well imagine, for we have nothing to 
depend upon but a man's honesty ! ! Besides our 
commercial distresses, we are suffering great alarm 
in this city, from incendiaries, who hare succeeded 
in setting fire to a great number of buildings. On 
Blmday evening our Theatre was entirely destroy 


ed. It produced the greatest flame l ever saw* 
Most fortunately a heavy snow had fallen during 
the day and the roofs of the houses being covered 
with it, were preserved from taking fire: other- 
wise we should have had a most dreadful confla- 
gration. 

“During the former prosperous times of this 
country, it was an universal complaint that the ex- 
penses of living were extravagantly high; but it is 
now discovered, that the place which is the most 
expensive to live in, is the best place for making 
money and living with comfort. Houses which 
rented for g 1200, now rent for 450 dollars; fuel 
which cost 12 dollars, now costs dollars; flour 
which was 10 and 11 dollars, is now 4$ beef 25 
cenjs, now eight cents; oilier things in proportion. 
It is thus true We now pay less for these necessa- 
ries, but we can make no money. The farmer m 
become as poor as a rat; the labor of his farm costa 
him more than the produce is worth. He cannot 
pay the store keeper, and the store keeper cannot 
pay the merchant. The economists who write on 
the advantages of keeping down the prices of the 
necessaries of life, are quite wrong; experience 
proves that when the produce of the ground beara 
a high price, labor will necessarily bear a high 
price also; and the abundance of money passing 
through all ranks of society, enables a vigilant and 
industrious man to possess himself of the means of 
comfortable subsistence. 

“Mail robberies and piracies are quite the order 
of the day. Two men were hung at Baltimore 
a few months ago for robbing the mail; two more 
will experience the same fate in a few days, at the 

same place, for the same crime Two men are to 

be hung there a week hence, for piracy, and five 
others are under sentence of death. You perceive 
that every description of vice prevails here in ita 
worst form, and it is the more shocking, since it 
does not arise from the pressure of circumstances 
that mefi should turn villains; it ij mere depravity .** 


Public Lands. 

We were amon£ those who warmly advocated the 
late change in the manner of disposing of the 
public lands, under the belief that it would 
prove advantageous as well to the western coun- 
try as to the nation at large. The debts now 
due for lands sold, amount to nearly 25 millions; 
and, as it had almost become a matter of course 
to extend the credit to those who asked for it, 
there was no calculating to what an extent the 
amount would have proceeded; and, in the pre-» 
sent state of the times, to have urged payment, 
would have caused the ruin of thousands of de- 
serving persons. Now the debt will be gradual- 
ly and easily diminished, and the emigrants 
westward, instead of adding to the difficulties 
experienced in that quarter, by adding to the 
debts due, will take out money with them to 
purchase lands; and so probably chiefly consist 
of that class of society which it is the interest of 
every community to possess. 

We have seen several articles like the following in 
the western papers, a»)d are much pleased to ob- 
serve that the change appears to be approved by 
those who seem more immediately interested in 
the matter. 

FRO* THX XRWTCCRT ABGUS, 

The present congress have made an important 
change in the price and mode of selling public 
lands. The price is reduced from two dollars per 
acre to one dotyur twenty-five cents; instead of the 
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former credits, the whole amount is to be paid 
When the land is entered; and the smallest quantity 
of land which can be purchased, is reduced from a 
quarter section or 160 acres, to a half quarter sec- 
tion or 80 acres. These changes, it is believed, 
will prove highly beneficial to the government, 
and not injurious to the people. The debt due for 
public lands was rapidly accumulating, every year, 
ior some time past; it has been necessary to pass a 
law of indulgence similar to our Green River bill, 
and serious danger to the government was appre- 
hended from this growing debt. Under the new 
system the debt will gradually diminish, and in a 
few years be utterly extinguished. No cause will 
exist for constant collision between the govern- 
ment and people, the former enforcing payment, 
and the latter evading it. What is the interest of 
the government, is the interest of the people. 

The only plausible objections we have heard to 
this measure are, that it may check emigration, and 
retard the growth of the western country. Had 
not the price and the smallest quantity of land al- 
lowed to be purchased, been reduced, these objec- 
tions would have been solid. But under the old 
system the price was $2; under the new £1,25; 
under the oKl system the smallest quantity of land 
which could be purchased was 160 acres, under the 
nesv it in 80; under the old system one fourth was 
to be paid in hand, under the new the whole. Un- 
der the old system a poor man emigrating to the 
west must necessarily buy 160 acres at g2 per acre, 
one fourth of which, or g80, must be paid in hand; 
under the new he may purchase 80 acres at gl,25 
per acre, the whole of which or glOO, must be paid 
in hand. Hence it is evident that the poor man 
can obtain a house now with a small farm for little 
more than he could before. Most men in these 
times would value 80 acres ail their own, with title 
complete, higher than 160 acres, one fourth paid 
for, without title, and subject to forfeiture and all 
the vicissitudes of the times. The industrious and 
economical r\an with 80 acres, will soon find means 
to increase his farm without trouble to his govern- 
ment, or embarrassment to himself. The great 
object of an emigrant, a sure and permanent house, 
is placed more completely within the reach of the 
northern and eastern poor than it was before, 
lienee, emigration will not be checked, but rather 
promoted. 


Surrender of Cornwallis. 

YHOM THE XEW YORK XVKN1H6 POST, JULY 11. 

Splendid painting . — The surrender oflorcl Corn- 
wallis at Yorktown, painted by col. Trumbull, for 
the United States, is now exhibiting at Washington 
Hall, previous to its being sent to the seat of go- 
vernment. The size of the canvass is 12 feet by 18, 
and contains 34 portraits of American and French 
officers; among which are the likenesses of general 
Washington, general Lincoln, marquis La Fayette, 
baron Steuben, gen. Wayne, gen. Knox, col. Ha- 
milton, col. John Laurens, of S. C.; T. Nelson, go- 
vernor of Virginia, count Rochambeau, count de 
Grasse, duke de Leval, duke de Lauzun, baron Vio- 
mencV count de Barras, and 19 others, all distin- 
guished officers of the American army. Of the 
British officers, the painter has, from motives of de- 
licacy, avoided giving resemblances. The painting 
represents the moment when the principal officers 
of the British are passing between the French and 
American generals to the place where they ground 
their anus, and from whence they returned to their 
quarters. The American troops are seen formed 


on the right side of the road leading to York, gen. 
Washington, with the American officers, at their 
head; the French troops on the opposite side of the 
road facing them; count de Rochambeau, with the 
principal officers of the French navy and army, on 
their left. General Lincoln, who was appointed by 
Washington to conduct the ceremonies of the day, 
occupies the fore ground of the piece, with the 
British officers and their commander at the side of 
his horse. This honor was assigned him in conse- 
quence of the unworthy treatment he had met with 
from lord Cornwallis in reverse circumstances, 
when he was compelled to surrender to him at 
Charleston about 18 months before, after sustaining 
with great bravery a seige of forty days for which 
he would have been apphmded by a generous ene- 
my, and have been as much as possible spared eve- 
ry circumstance mortifying to his feelings, but in- 
stead of that, his lordship magnanimously caused his 
army to case their colors and the drums to beat a 
yankce march. Little did he think that a stinging 
retribution was so near at hand. To general Lin- 
coln, therefore, was assigned the duty of superin- 
tending the submission of the British army under 
lord Cornwallis, at Yorktown, in precisely the same 
way that his own liad been conducted about 18 
month before at Charleston, “with shouldered 
arms, colors cased and drums beating a British or 
German march:” and the whole is faithfully repre- 
sented in this picture. In the centre, and in the 
distance are seen the entrance of the town, wiih 
the captured troops murching out; and also a 
gl impse of York river, and the entrance of the Che- 
sapeake, as taken on the spot. 

Such is the general and hasty outline of one of 
the finest pictures this country has ever produced, 
both as a performance in the art of painting, and as 
a subject upon which no man, who boasts of a drop 
of American blood in his veins, can look with in- 
difference; can look without feeling it grow warm- 
er at his heart, as he fixes his eyes upon the sight 
before him, and becomes animated and enkindled 
at the train of associations it calls up. It does ho- 
nor to our country; to the patriot heart that de- 
signed, and the skilful hand that executed it; and 
we should be wanting in our duty to our fellow ci- 
tizens, did we not urge every one to avail himself 
of the present opportunity to witness this elegant 
I specimen of the fine arts, by a native American, 
before its removal. 


Emigration from Europe. 

Patsengers . — It appears, by the official returns 
from the mayor’s office that, from December, 
1813, to December, 1819,35,560 passengers arriv- 
ed at this port. This will give an idea of the grest 
intercourse which is had with this city; yet it also 
appears that, out of this number, 16,628, were 
Americans, leaving 18,932 foreigners, which, of 
itself, is an important amount. There is something 
also to consider in the national character of these 
emigrants: 7,629 were English, and 6,067 were 
Irish. The proportion of Irish to English emigrants, 
has been heretofore in favor of the Irish, but this 
year, the English takes the lead. It is certain that 
the Irish have a more sincere attachment to this 
country than the English: their associations and 
feelings, and the success of many of their country- 
men, have given a great spur to emigration; added 
to this, their wants and their enterprise are great- 
er than those of the English; yet we have, in this 
excess of English emigration, a very strong proof 
of tlie misery of the times, and the extremes to 
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which they are reduced— extremes which the 
Irish have scarcely arrived at. Hit is said that 
many of these were bound to Canada, to settle on 
the crown lands, the reply will be, that the ex- 
pense of transportation from New York to Canada 
would exceed the value of their possessions, and 
emigrants bound to Canada, generally take passage 
for Quebec. If, on the other hand, it is contended 
that many have returned to Europe, we are satis- 
fied that the number is very trifling, and were not 
willing to work. Of Scotch there were 1942. This 
is a class of emigrants which are not idle in any part 
of the world. 

There is in Delaware county, in this state, a very 
extensive and respectable Scotch settlement, par- 
ticulaily distinguished for making great quantities] 
of good butter, and raising cattle, Of Swiss, there 
were 372. Considering that there is no maritime 
intercourse between this country and Switzerland, 
and that we cannot be familiarly known to these 
mountaineers, the number of emigrants is quite 
respectable. The Swiss, generally, are good farm- 
ers, and are a hardy, industrious, temperate race 
of people; and if our songs of liberty could reach 
their valleys, lakes, and glaciers — if they knew 
that they could raise the mountain grape, and feed 
their cattle in peace and tranquillity, we should 
find a greater number amongst us. 

Of Welch inen wc have 590, another class of tem- 
perate and excellent emigrants, peculiarly adapted 
to this country; and, to show how apt people are 
to choose for a residence, a country where habits 
and manners are similar to their own, in this annual 
batch of emigrants we have only 217 Spanish, and 
54 Portuguese, most of whom are doubtless gone 
to the neighboring islands. 

Our agricultural and manufacturing interest make 
it desirable to urge every species of emigration 
calculated to give these great national objects a 
judicious impulse, and the time is not distant when 
we shall hare to look more closely into these mat- 
ters. /ldvocate.] 


Legislature of Tennessee. 

Extract Jrom the menage of the governor of Tennea - 

see, at the called evasion, on the 26th June, 1820. 

I submit to the wisdom of the legislature, whe- 
ther, amongst the measures of general benefit, to 
which your investigation will be called, it would 
not be of importance to consider, to what extent a 
law might be applied which would contain provi- 
sions directing, that valuable property of the debt- 
or, under well digested limitations, and at a regu- 
lated discretion of the creditor, should be received 
in full satisfaction of the debtor. 

From my past experience in observing the ope- 
rations of a similar course, adopted by the general 
assembly of this state in the year 1809, as well as 
from the best conclusions which my mind is cana- 
ble of drawing, by the appearance of things at this 
day, 1 am fully persuaded, that much good would 
result to the country generally, by extending the 
time in which payments can, by the present laws 
be forced, unless the creditor should, by his own 
voluntary act, make terms of accommodation, and, 
instead of cash payment, take from the debtor such 
valuable estate, either real or personal, as it may 
be in his pawer to give, and at such abatement, 
under its estimated value, as you may direct. A 
regulation bottomed upon these principles is usual- 
ly termed a property law, and should be resorted to 
in cases of the highest emergency only. But as 1 
conceive that a crisis has arrived when the public 


welfare requires an extraordinary effort of prompt- 
ness and decision, no public functionary should hold 
back, from proposing and supporting such mea- 
sures, as, in bis opinion, may lead in any degree, to 
an advancement of the common good. 

Under a full sense of this obligatioif, and after a 
dispassionate examination of every circumstance 
which I have been able to collect, I would suggest 
to your honorable body, that a property law might 
be so formed as to secure much benefit for the 
country. Let it provide that, when property is 
levied on, for the purpose of compelling the pay- 
ment of debts, the plaintiff and defendant shall 
have each the right of choosing one man of good 
fame and competent knowledge in the worth of 
property, and to them shall be given the power of 
selecting a third person to assist their judgment, 
should they* not be able to agree in their estimate 
of the property levied on. Their valuation should 
be binding on the parties, but should not be predi- 
cated either upon the extravagant ideas which men 
entertained of property some three years ago, nor 
by the sum at which property generally would nowr 
sell if exposed to public auction. .The property 
thus valued should be tendered to the plaintiff by 
the defendant in discharge of the debt, rating it 
at two thirds of whatever may be esteemed its in- 
trinsic value, and the plaintiff should have it in his 
opin'rm to take the whole or a sufficient part, thus 
rated, in satisfaction of his claim. 

Should he not think fit to receive the property, 
the defendant ought to be required to direct the 
levying officer to proceed to make sale at public 
auction, of so much as will be sufficient to raise 
the sum necessary to cover the plaintiff's demand, 
provided it will sell for an amount in current bunk 
notes, equal at least to tw o thirds of it rated value. 
If the plaintiff objects against receiving the cur- 
rent bank notes, he must enter his protest to that 
effect previously to, or at th^ commencement of, 
the sale, and in that event, the defendant to avail 
himself of the privilege of prolonging the period 
of election, should execute his bond with approved 
security, payable to the plaintiff, in the currency 
originally stipulated for, in two years, and to bear 
interest from the date. In cases where the property 
of the defendant, thus offered, cannot, on each 
payment, be sold for two thirds of its value, it 
should be sold on a credit, extending to the end of 
the next stated session of the general assembly, the 
proceeds to be payable in specie, or in current 
bank notes, at the will of the defendant. 

A due share of attention must be employed in 
fixing upon the mode whereby the sufficiency of 
securities should be tested, and on the course to be 
pursued, where reasonable objections may be &how*p 
to exist against persons proposed by either parly 
in the valuation of their property; but,afteryou had 
settled on the basis of a system, the details neces- 
sary for carrying your views into operation, will not 
present many important difficulties. 

It* is not to be expected that legislative provi- 
sions can be made to reach every case oi individual 
distress; many are beyond the influence of any 
general plan; their all has already been swept from 
them; and, in too many instances, the entire sacri- 
fice of their estates has repaid but a small portion 
of its cost, and they are left encumbered with a 
debt so uncqal to their strength, that they lose sight 
of its redemption, and sink under its pressure. 
Still there is much left to be done. The pcuple 
should be made to see that those public Agents, in 
whom they have put thtir trust, have not abandon- 
ed them in their affliction; mens’ confidence in 
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each other's solvency will be restored; the thirst 
for purchasing at sheriff's sale will be allayed; trea- 
sures which are now hoarded uj^lp be used in fat- 
tening on calamity, will be drawn out, and again 
circulated in the ordinary channels of useful indus- 
try, when the schemes of grinding oppression have 
failed. 


Promotions and 'Appointments. 

ADJ. ANp IKSf. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

20th May, 1820. 

GENERAL ORDER. 

Promotions and appointments, made in the army of the 
United States , since the publication of the register 
for January, 1820. 

Ordnance department . 

2d lieutenant John Symington, to be 1st lieuten- 
ant 17th May, 1820, vice Wilson, dismissed. 

3d lieutenant Amos Woodward, to be 2d lieuten- 
ant, 17th May, 1820, vice Symington, promoted. 

Corps ojf artillery. 

Brevet major John Biddle, to be captain, Jst Oc- 
tober, 1813.' 

Brevet major R f M. Kirby, to be 1st lietenant, 
23d March, 4818. 

Second regiment of infantry. 

Brevet major Charles J. Nourse, to be captain, 
Itth June, 1816. 

2d lieutenant John Clitz, to be 1st lieutenant, 
31st December, 1819, vice Wood, resigned. 

Third regiment of infantry. 

Brevet major Wm. M 'Donald, to be captain, 11th 
November, 1814. 

1st lieutenant John Culbertson, to be captain, 
16th March, 1820, vice Baker, promoted. 

2d lieutenant Abram Musser, to be 1st lieutenant, 
16th March, 1820, vice Culbertson, promoted. 

2d lieutenant Horace Webster, to be 1st lieuten- 
ant, 5th April, 1820, vice Philips, resigned. 

Fourth regiment of infantry. 

Brevet major p. S. Belton, to be captain, 3lst 
July, 1817. 

Fifth regiment of infantry . 

Lieutenant colonel Josiah Snelling, of the 6th in- 
fantry, to be colonel, 1st June, 1819, vice Miller, 
resigned. 

Sixth regiment of infantry. 

Brevet colonel John E. Wool, to be lieutenant 
colonel, 10th February, 1818. 

1st lieutenant Alphonso Wetmore, to be captain, 
25th December, 1819, vice Read, deceased. 

1st lieutenant Thomas Staniford, to be captain, 
J st March, 1820, vice Livingston, resigned. | 

2d lieutenant John Mansfield, to be 1st lietiten- 1 
ant, 25th December, 1819, vice Wetmore, promot- 
ed. 

2d lieutenant Henry Taylor, to ba 1st lieutenant, 
1st March, 1820, vice Staniford, promoted. 

2d lieutenant Zajmon C. Palmer, to be 1st lieu* 
tenant, 1st March, 1820, vice Ellison, resigned. 

Seventh regiment of infantry . 

Lieutenant colonel Matthew Arbuclrie, to be co- 
lonel, 16th March, 1820, vice Brearley, resigned. 

Major John Nicks, to be lieutenant colonel, 16th 
March, 1820, vice Arbuckle, promoted. 

Brevet major baniel Baker, captain 3d infantry, 
to be major, 16th March, 1820, vice Nicks, promot- 
ed- 

2d lieutenant Richard D. Davis, to be 1st lieuten- 
ant, 15th February , 1820, vice M’Lean, resigned. 

Rifle regiment, 

1st lieutenant Thomas F. Hunt, to be captain, 
80th May* 1820, vice Hichman, resigned. 


2d lieutenant Samuel Shannon, to be 1st lieuten- 
ant, 23d February, 182u, vice Martin, dropped. 

2d lieutenant Gideon Low, to be 1st lieutenant, 
20th May, 1820, vice Hunt, promoted. 

appointments. 

Colonel Henry Atkinson, of the 6th infantry, to 
be brigadier general, 13th May, 1820. 

Henry Stanton, assistant deputy quartermaster 
general, to be deputy quartermaster general, 13th 
May, 1820. 

John D. Orfr, to be assistant deputy quartermas- 
ter general, 17th May, 1820. 

E. H. Bell, surgeon, 8th infantry, to be post sur- 
geon, 28th January, 1820. 

Wra. H Nicoll, surgeon's fhate, 6th infantry, t? 
be post surgeon, 28th January, 1820. 

Robert French, to be post surgeon 12th April, 
1820. 

Chas. N, M'Closkry, to be post surgeon, 12th 
April, 1820. 

James Cutbush, assistant apothecary general, to 
be post surgeon, 16th May, 1820. 

Charles G, Foster, to be assistant apothecary ge* 
nerul, 28th January, 1820. 

Robert P. M'Calla, to be assistant apothecary ge- 
neral , 16th May, 1820. 

Josiah Everett, post surgeoq, to be surgeon, light 
artillery, 28th January, 1820. 

Henry H. Macomb, to be 2d lieutenant, corps of 
artillery, Jst B. N. D, 28th January, 1820. 

Thomas B. Tilden, to be 2d lieutenant, corps of 
artillery, IstB. S. D. 28th January, 1820. 

George Mountz, to be 2d lieutenant, corps of ar- 
tillery, 4th B. S D. 28th January, 1820. 

Norman Holmes, to be 2d lieutenant, corps of ar- 
tillery, IstB. S. D. 28th January, 1820. 

Hezekiah Gamer, to be 2d lieutenant, corps of ar- 
tillery, 2d B. S. D. 28tb January, 1820. 

John C. Goolrick, to be 2d lieutenant, corps of 
artillery, 4th B. S. D. 28th January, 1820. 

James C. Hayward, to be 2d lieutenant, corps of 
artillery, 3d B. S. D. 28th January, 182Q. 

George C. Hotter, to be 2d lieutenant, corps of 
artillery, 4th B. S. D. 28th January, 1820. 

Thomas J. Ayres, to be 2d lieutenant, 1st infant 
try, 28th January, 1820. 

Wm. W. King, to be 2d lieutenant, 1st infantry, 
2jBlh January, 1830. 

David Brooks, to be 2d lieutenant, second infanr 
try, 28tli January, 1820. 

Carlos A. Waite, to be 2d lieutenant, 2d infantry, 
28th January, 1820. 

R. B. A, Tate, to be 2d lieutenant, 4th infantry* 
3d March, 1819. 

Joseph N. Clark, to be surgeon's mate, 4th infan- 
try, 28th January, 1820. 

Joseph Hare, to be 2d lieutenant, 5th infantry 
28th January, 1830. 

John Bradley, to be 2d lieutenant, 6th infantry, 
28th January, 1820. 

Presly H. Craig, to be surgeon’s mate, 6th infan- 
try, 12th April, 1820. 

John M ( Cauley, to h© 2d lieutenant, 7th infantry, 
28th January, 1820. 

Martin Burk, to be 2d lieutenant, 8th infantry, 
38th January, 18i0. 

Mosby M’ Daniel, to be 2d lieutenant, 8th infan- 
try, 28th January, 1820. 

Robert M. G. Walmsey, post surgeon, to be sur- 
geon, 8th infantry, 13th May, 1820. 

Charles Sloan, to be surgeon's mate, 8th infantry, 
28th January, 1820. 

John Clark, to be 24 lieutenant, rifle regiment 

28th January, 1820. 
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Stephen Shea, to be 2d lieutenant, rifle regi- | 
ment, 28th January, 1820. j 

R. V. M’Guire, to be surgeon’s mate, rifle regi- 
meut, 12th April, 1820. 

TRANSFERS. 

S. Donoho, captain of the corps of artillery, is 
transferred to the 4th infantry. 

Brevet major J. A. Burd, captain of the 4th infan- 
try, is transferred to the corps of artillery. 

Brevet major Thomas Biddle, captain corps of 
artillery, is transferred to the rifle regiment. 

. Brevet lieutenant colonel Joseph Salden, captain 
of the rifle, is transferred to the corps of artillery. 

The officers promoted will report for duty, ac- 
cording to their promotion. Those appointed 
have received special orders from tins office. 

By order, 

D. PARKER, adj. and imp . general . 

BIPORT OP A BOARD OF OFFICERS. 

The board of officers, consisting of major gene- 
ral Brown, brevet major general Scott, and lieut. 
col. Arbuckle, instituted by the general order of 
the 3d instant, to decide on the claims of certain 
officers of the general staff* of the army of the Unit- 
ed States, after an examination of the subject in its 
several relations, has the honor to make the follow- 
ing report: 

By the law of March 3d, 1813, for the organiza- 
tion of the staff, it appears that the officers who 
were transferred from the line of the army to the 
performance of staff’ duties, were secured in their 
right of promotion, and in their lineal rank; their 
promotion was to “take place in the same manner 
as if they had not been thus transferred.” 

The law of 24th April, 1816, for the organization 
of the staff* of the peace establishment, confirms to 
officers transferred from lineal to staff* duties, “all 
the privileges secured to the staff* of the army by 
the act of March 3d, 1813.” 

As the officers who claim their lineal rank on 
the authority of the preceding laws, do not appear 
to have made a voluntary relinquishment of it; on 
the contrary, as they have constantly asserted their 
claims to it, and as no evidence is adduced to show 
that they have been formally dismissed, the board is 
of opinion that those officers who were, at, and 
who have been since, the organization of the 
peace establishment, transferred from the line of the 
army to the staff, are entitled, and ought to be re- 
stored, to the lineal rank which they would now 
hold in their respective corps, had they not been 
thus transferred. 

Philadelphia, 30 th March, 1820. 

Adj. and insp. gen’s office. 

May 20th, 1820. 

Outer al order. 

The above report of the officers, of which major 
general Brown was president,^ i» approved; and, 
conformably thereto, John E. Wool, inspector ge- 
neral of the north division, is restored to the lineal 
rank of lieutenant colonel; to rank as such from the 
10th of February 1818, above lieutenant colonel 
Leavenworth. 

C. J. Nourse, assistant adjutant general, is re- 
stored to the lineal rank of captain in the 2d in- 
fantry; to rank from the 17th June, 1816, above 
captain Bailey. 

R. M. Kirby, assistant adjutant general, is restor- 
ed to the lineal rank of 1st lieutenant in the corps 
of artillery; to rank from the 23d of March, 1818, 
above lieutenant Dix. 

F. S. Belton, assistant inspector general, i9 re- i 


stored to the lineal rank of captain in the 4th infan- 
try; to rank from the 31st of July, 1817, above cap- 
tain Gale. 

j Wm. M’ Donald, assistant inspector general, is 
I restored to the lineal rank of captain in the 3d 
infantry; to rank from 11th of November, 1814, 

I above captain Garland; and John Biddle, assistant 
[ inspector general, is restored to the lineal rank of 
captain, corps of artillery; to rank from the 1st 
|of October, 1813, above captain Payne. 

These officera will be arranged in their proper 
places in the line, and will fill vacancies accord- 
ingly. By order, 

D. PARKER, adj . and imp . gene ml. 

adj. St ihsp. orb’s. orriCE, 

12th July, 1820. 

GENERAL ORDER. 

Promotions and appointments , made in the army of the 
I United States, since the publication of the general 

order of the 20 th of Mty, 1820, and the recent ap- 
I pointments in the subsistence department. 

Corps of artillery. 

Captain Wm. Wilson, to be major by brevet, to 
rank 3d May, 1818. 

2d lientenant Constantin M. Eakin, to be 1st 
lieutenant, 23d May, 1820, vice MTlvain, dismis- 
sed. 

Fifth regiment of infantry. • 

2d. lieutenant Platt R. Green, to be 1st lieutenant, 
27th March 1820, vice Gleason, deceased. 

2d lieutenant John M’Cartney, to be 1st lieu- 
tenant, 3d May, 1820, vice Fisher, deceased. 

Seventh regiment of infantry . 

1st. lieutenant Daniel E. Burch, to be captain, 
30th June, 1820, vice Bee, jr. resigned. 

2d lieutenant Richard Walsh, to be 1st lieuten- 
ant, 30th June, 1820, vice Burch, promoted. 
appointments. 

Lieut. Thomas J. Baird, of the corps of artillery, 
to be assistant commissary of subsistence, 11th Fe- 
bruary, 1820. 

Lieut. Richard B. Lee, of the corps of artillery, 
to be assistant commissary of subsistence, 24th Fe- 
bruary, 1820 

Lieut. Thomas Childs, of the corps of artillery, 
to be assistant commissary of subsistence, 19th 
April, 1820. 

Lieut. Sami. Keeler, of the 6th infantry, to be as- 
sistant commissary of subsistence, 14th April, 1820. 

Lieut. Sami. Shannon, of the rifle regiment, to 
be assistant commissary of subsistence, 14th April, 
1820. 

Lieut. Gideon Lowe, of the rifle regiment, to be 
assistant commissary of subsistence, 14th April, 
1820. 

Cadet Stephen Tuttle, to be brevet 2d lieuten- 
ant, corps of engineers, 1st Jidy, 1820. 

Cadet Andrew J. Donelson, to be brevet 2d lieu- 
tenant, corps of engineers, 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet Thomas E. Sudler, to be 3d lieutenant 
ordnance, 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet W. H. Bell, to be 3d lieutenant ordnance, 
1st July, 1820. 

Cadet Wm. C. De Hart, to be 3d lieutenant ord- 
ance, 1st. July, 1820. 

Cadet Francis N. Barbarin, to be 3d lieutenant 
ordnance, 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet Robert S. Brooke, to be 3d lieutenant 
ordnance, 1st July, 18?Q. 

Cadet Daniel D. Tompkin9, to be 3d lieutenant 
ordnance, 1st July, 1820. 

I Cadet Wm P. Buchanan, to be 3d lieutenant 
ordnance, 1st July, 1830. 
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Cadet James Chambers, to be 2d lieutenant light I 
artillery, 1st July, 1820. , 

Cadet Benjamin Gorham, to be 2d lieutenant light 
artillery, 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet George D Ramsay, to be 2d lieutenant 
light artillery, 1st July, 1820. 

Wm. T. Wolfe Tone, N Y. to be 2d lieutenant 
light artillery. 12th July, 1820. 

Edwin K. Albertie, Pen. to be 2d lieutenant light 
artillery, 12th July, 1820. f 

Wm, P. Young, Geo. to be 2d lieutenant light 
artillery, 12th July, 1820. 

Cadet Edward G. W. Butler, to be 2d lieutenant 
corps of artillery, 3d B. 8. D. 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet John 11. Winder, io be 2d lieutenant corps 
of artillery, 1st B. S. D. 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet Samuel 1). Dusenburv, to be 2d lieutenant 
corps of artillery, 4th B S D. 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet Henry J. Felt us, to be 2d lieutenant corps 
of artillery, 2d B. S. D. 1st July, 18i0. 

Cadet Rawlins Lowndes, to be 2d lieutenant corps 
of artillery, 1st B. S. D. 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet Lewis Morris, to be 2d lieutenant corps of 
artillery, 3d B. S. D. lat July, 1820. 

Cadet Joshua Barney, to be 2d lieutenant corps 
of artillery, 2d B. N. D. 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet John M.' Tufts, to be 2d lieutenant corps 
of artillery, 1st B. N. D. 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet George F. Lindsay, to be 2d lieutenant 2d 
Infantry, 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet Edgar S. Hawkins, to be 3d lieutenant 3d 
infantry, Jst July, 1820. 

Cadet Wm. S. Maitland, to be 2d lieutenant 3d in- 
fantry, 1st July, 1820. 

Wm. Tolson, \td. to be 2d lieutenant, 3d infan- 
try, 12th July, 1820. 

8 to wart Cowan, Ten. to be 2d lieutenant 3d int 
fantry, 12th July, 1820. 

Cadet Aaron B. Skinner, to be 2d lieutenant 5th 
Infantry, 1st July, 1820. 

Wm. E Cruger, N Y. to be 2d lieutenant 5th in- 
fantry, 12th July, 1820. 

Cadet Thomas Noel, to be 2d lieutenant 6th in- 
fantry, 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet Thomas M* Arthur, to be 2d lieutenant 6tli 
infantry, 1st July, 1820. 

C;idet Wm. Morris, to be 2d lieutenant 6th infan- 
try, lot July, 1820. 

Augustine J. Monroe, Ya. to be 2d lieutenant 6th 
infantry, 12th July, 1820. 

Cadet Nicholas Cruger, to be 2d lieutenant 7th 
infantry, 1st Jk ly, 1820. 

Cadet Chailes Guerrant, to be 2d lieutenant 7tb 
infantry, 1st July, 1820. 

John B. Pendleton, N. Y. to be 2d lieutenant 7th 
infantry, 1st July, 1820. 

Cadet Samuel M'Ree, to be 2d lieutenant 8th in- 
fantry, 1st July, 1820. 

Edward Polk, Md. to be 2d lieutenant, rifle re- 
giment, 12th July, 1820. 

Sion F. Spencer, Va. to*be 2d lieutenant rifle 
regiment, 12tli July, 1820. 

Wharton Rector, Missouri, to be 3d lieutenant 
rifle regiment, 12th July, 1820. 

The officer^ promoted will report for duty, ac- 
PQl^iiig to their promotions. Those appointed 
pave rt^eived special orders from this office. 

By D PARKER, Jblj. gen^ 


Foi&iujn Articles. 

OISAT B?tTAlN AXT1 ITtKLAHlY. 

Prom bm don pup*** to the lQth of Jvne . 
£ r §bwd lias been thrown into 9 great uproar by 


the arrival of the queen— she demands a public 
investigation of her conduct. The populace ar- 
dently take part with her, and consider her an in- 
jured woman. 

She was met in France by her legal adviser, Mr. 
Brougham, and by lord Hutchinson, on the part of her 
husband — the latter for the purpose of proposing 
terms to prevent her landing in England. The 
meeting was held at St. Omer’s. Lord Hutchinson 
was introduced; but it was required that what he 
had to say should be committed to writing; and 
accordingly he addressed the following note to Mr. 
Brougham : 

"Sin— In obedience to the commands of the 
queen, I have to infbrm you that 1 am not in posses- 
sion of any proposition or propositions, detailed in 
a specific form of words, which I could lay before 
her majesty; but I can detail to you, for her infor- 
mation, the substance of many conversations held 
with lord Liverpool. His majesty's ministers pro- 
pose that 50,000*. per annum should be settled on 
the queen for life, subject to such conditions as the 
king may impose. I have also reason to know that 
the conditions likely to be imposed by his majesty 
are, that the queen is not to assume the style and 
title of queen of England, or any title attached to 
the royal family of England. A condition is also 
to be attached to this grant, that she is not to reside 
in any part of the United Kingdom, or even to visit 
England. The consequence of such a visit will ha 
an immediate message to parliament, and an entire 
end to all compromise and negociation. I believe 
tiiat there is no other condition; I am sure none of 
any importance. I think it right to send to you an 
extract of a letter from lord Liverpool to me: bis 
I words are — ‘It is material that her majesty should 
I know confidentially, that if she shall be so ill-advis- 
ed as to come over to this country, there must then 
be an end to all negociation and compromise. The 
decision, 1 may say, is taken to proceed against her 
as soon as she sets her fool on the British shores.* 

1 cannot conclude this letter without my humble 
though serious and sincere supplication, that her 
majesty will take these propositions into her roost 
calm consideration, and not act with any hurry or 
precipitation on so important a subject. I hope 
that my advice will not be misinterpreted. 1 can 
have no possible interest which would induce me 
to give fallacious counsel to the queen. But let 
the event be what it may, I shall console myself 
with the reflection, that I have performed a painful 
duty imposed upon me, to the best of my judg- 
ment and conscience, and in a case in the decision 
of which the king, the queen, the government and 
the people of England, are materially interested. 
Having done so, I fear neither obloquy nor misre- 
presentation. I certainly should not have wished 
to have brought matters to so precipitate a conclu- 
sion; but it is her majesty*s decision, and not mine. 
1 am conscious that I have performed my duty to- 
wards her with every possible degree of feeling 
and delicacy. I have been obliged to make use of 
your brother's hand, as I write with pain and diffi- 
culty, and the queen has refused to give any, even 
the shortest delay. 

I have the hotior to be, sir, with great regard, 
your most obedient humble servant. 

HUTCHINSON." 

When thia was presented to the queen, she ex- 
pressed the utmost indignation thereat, and re- 
solved immediately to set out for England. She 
had been waited upon at St. Omer*s by many dis- 
tinguished persons — among them alderman Wood, 
who appears to have espoused her ca.ise very 
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ly, and to possess a large share of her confidence. 
'When she arrived at^Dover, all was bustle and con- 
fusion. She was received with shouts of applause 
by an immense crowd of people, and with a royal 
salute. Her firmness in taking this step was uni- 
versally admired. Her progress to London was like 
a triumphal march. In every town and village 
through which she passed, the very “chimney 
tops'* seem to have been crowded with persons 
anxious to behold her, and she took every oppor- 
tunity that she could to gratify them. In several 
instances, the horses were taken from her carriage,' 
and she was drawn great distances by the people. 

She proceeded to alderman Wood's house in 
London. All the neighboring streets were filled 
with people, huzzaing and crying out, “God save 
queen Caroline !” They made every one that pass- 
ed through the street take off his hat in honor of 
her. She repeatedly shewed herself at a front 
window of the house, at the call of the populace, 
who, after some time, were requested, in her name, 
to retire peaceably — they did retire, but parties of 
them proceeded to the houses of lords Sidmouth 
and Castlereagh, and several others, and deluged 
them with showers of stones. A strong party of 
the guards was posted at her husband's residence 
during the whole day, yet his house was stoned. 
On the next day, she caused the following message 
to be presented to the house of commons: 

“The queen thinks it necessary to inform the 
house of commons, that she has been induced to 
return to England, in consequence of the measures 
pursued against her honor and peace for some 
time by secret agents abroad, and lately sanc- 
tioned by the conduct of the government at home. 
]n adopting this course, her majesty has had no 
other purpose whatsoever but the defence of her 
character, and the maintenance of those just rights 
which have devolved upon her by the death of that 
reverend monarch, in whose high honor and un- 
shaken affection she had always found her surest 
support. Upon her arrival, the queen is surprised 
to find that a message lias been sent down to par- 
liament requiring its attention to written docu- 
ments; and she learns with still greater astonish- 
ment, that there is an intention of proposing that 
those should be referred to a select committee. It 
is this day fourteen years since the first charges 
were brought forward against her majesty. Then, 
and upon every occasion during that long period, 
ahe has shown the utmost readiness to meet her 
accusers, and to court the fullest enquiry into her 
conduct. She now also desires an open investiga- 
tion, in which she may see both the charges and 
the witnesses against her — a privilege not denied 
to the meanest subject in the realm. In the face of 
the sovereign, the parliament and the country, she 
solemnly protests against the formation of a secret 
tribunal to examine documents, privately prepared 
by her adversaries, as a proceeding unknown to 
the law of the land, and a flagrant violation of all 
the principles of justice. She relies with full con- 
dence upon the integrity .of the house of commons 
for defeating the only attempt she has any reason 
to fear. The queen cannot forbear to add, that 
even before any proceedings were resolved upon, 
she had been treated in a manner too well calcu- 
lated to prejudge her case. The omission of her 
name in the liturgy, the withholding the means of 
conveyance usually afforded to all the branches 
of the royal family, the refusal even of an answer 
to her application for a place ^of residence in 
the royal mansions, and the studied slight, both of 
English ipiqist&rs abroad, and of the agents of all 


foreign powers over whom the English government 
had any influence, must be viewed a9 measures de- 
signed to prejudice the world against her; and 
could only have been justified by trial and convic- 
tion.” 

On the 6tb, the following message was received 
by both houses from the king— 

“ George , R. 

“ 1 he king thinks it necessary, in consequence of 
the arrival of the queen, to communicate to the 
house of lords certain papers respecting the con- 
duct of her majesty since her departure from this 
kingdom, which he recommends to the immediate 
and serious consideration of the house. 

“The king has felt the most anxious desire to 
avert the necessity of any disclosure and discus- 
sions, which must be as painful to his people, as 
they can be to himself; but the step now taken by 
the queen leaves him no alternative. 

“The king has the fullest confidence that, in con- 
sequence of this communication, the house of lords 
will adopt that course of proceeding which the jus- 
tice of the case, and the honor and dignity of his 
majesty’s crown may require.” 

In the iiousc of lords a motion prevailed, by a 
majority of 79, to appoint a secret committee to in- 
vestigate the conduct of the queen: but in the 
house of commons, no decisive measure was adopt- 
ed — the subject having been postponed, to allow a 
few days for deliberation. The case between the 
king and his wife is now fairly at issue — neither 
can recede with honor; it is probable that the queen 
will be proceeded against with great rancor and se- 
verity on the one side, and be supported with as , 
much zeal and feeling on the other. What is to 
grow out of this affair, we cannot imagine— hut it* 
she can rally round her some of the leading men 
of England, the people, ready for any change, will 
take up her cause, and great events may occur. 
Her demand for a public trial must needs be ex- 
ceedingly popular, as it manifests a confidence in* 
her own integrity; and the mass of the society of 
every country is always ready to resist what ap- 
pear to be persecution, if at liberty to act. The 
king, certainly, has no right to complain of the in- 
continency of his wife, even if she is guilty, or 
that the lately deceased Charlotte was not hi* 
daughter — as, it i9 said, he always believed and 
constantly avowed, until “reasons of statc”|induced 
him to acknowledge her as such. 

On the 12th of June, lord Holland gave notice to 
the lords, that he should introduce a bill for the re* 
peal of the “royal marriage act.” 

The following are the names of the committee 
of the house of lords appointed to examine into the 
affairs of the queen:— Tne archbishop of Canterbu- 
ry, the lord chancellor, the lord president, the duke 
of Beaufort, marquis of Lapsdowne, marquis of 
Buckingham, earl of Liverpool, earl Beauchamp, 
lord viscount Sidmouth, bishop of London, lord Re- 
desd&le, lord Erskine,*and the earl of Lauderdale. 

A letter from Liverpool, dated 1st June, says— 
“The queen will get through her difficulties with- 
without public disclosure, though the terms are not 
yet known.” 

The following may serve as a specimen of the 
addresses to the queen, which was delivered to hef 
at Canterbury: 

“ We his majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
mayor, alderman, sheriff, and common councilmen 
of the ancient city of Canterbury, beg leave most 
respectfully to approach your royal presence with 
our sincere and hearty congratulations on your ma- 
jesty's sale arrival in this city— and to express rur 
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fervent hope that your majesty may long live in the 
esteem and admiration of a loyal and dutiful people. 

5th June, 1820.” 

Her majesty immediately delivered the following 
most gracious answer: 

“Gentlemen— I am very much obliged to you for 
the attention you shewed me, and certainly, if it is 
ever in my power, I shall be happy to do any thing 
for the good town of Canterbury, and make my 
people happy. Gentlemen, you must excuse this 
short address, as I am very tired, but I speak from 
my heart, and I am sure you will like that better 
than a formal address. I shall never forget the 
loyalty and affection that are shown to the house of 
Brunswick by this noble and generous nation.” 

The right honorable Henry Grattan, the cele 
brated statesman, died on the 4th June. With his 
latest breath, he expressed a wish that he might be 
conveyed to the house of commons, that he might 
die like the immortal Chatham. 

Banking! The marquis of Lansdowne, in a 
speech delivered on the 2d of June, mentioned the 
circumstances of a bank having failed, in the south 
of Ireland, in the sum of about 300,000/, which it 
was supposed would not be able to pay one shilling 
on the pound. The editor of the London Times 
says, he is not an advocate for increasing the num- 
ber of penal statutes; but he should not be sorry if 
a law were enacted, declaring parties, in such trans- 
' actions, to be guilty of something more than insol- 
vency. 

Mr. C. Wayte , the king's furrier, in Panton-street, 
has proposed to the Hope office an increased in- 
surance of 6000/. in addition to his stock, in conse- 
quence of his having to prepare all the ermine for 
liis majesty’s coronation robes. 

The ship owners of London, have petitioned par- 
liament against the freedom of trade. 

The JVcw Times , of the 24th May, says, that the 
Mechanic , from Virginia, is the only American ves- 
sel now in the port of Londonrand that a similar 
occurrence has not happened since the conclusion 
of the war between the two countries. 

Silver, which a few months since was so scarce 
that the greatest inconvenience to trade was the 
consequence, is now become quite a drug in some 
parts. At Plymouth, where about 50,000/. is an- 
nually circulated through the dock-yard, cash pay- 
ment, so long desiderated, is become quite the or- 
der of the day. 

The navy. The house of commons have voted 
the sum of 11,956,566 for the navy service the pre- 
sent year. 

Infamous acknowledgement . A free pardon is stat- 
ed to be making out for Edwards,Adams^)ionument, 
and Dwyer, for any treason oommitted prior to the 
23d of February. 

Sir F. Burdett. In the court of king’s bench, sir 
T. Burdett has obtained a rule to shew cause why 
the verdict in his trial, should be set aside. 

Stocks, June 12. 3 per cent consols. 68 5-8* 
Wheat , average, 70s Id. per quarter. 

Price of American flour at Liverpool, June 5, 
2/. to 2/. 4 s. per bbl. 

The British ports are now open for the importa- 
tion of wheat and flour, oats and peas, from the 
British colonies and plantations in North America. 

The house of commons. after debate, had agreed 
to a motion to enquire into the embarrassments of 
agriculture, with a view to their relief. This was 
unexpected, both by the ministry and4he mover. 
It excited a panic among the mercantile and manu- 
facturing interests. It was apprehended it would 


result in raising still higher the excluding price of 
corn. 

A loan of twelve millions of pounds sterling has 
been demanded by the ministers, to meet the ex- 
penses of the year! 

British, finances. If we are to believe the Lon- 
don Times, (the leading opposition paper) the al- 
most insupportable debt of the British nation, is 
rapidly accumulating, notwithstanding the state of 
universal peace and repose. We are now, says 
the Times, adding more to the national debt annu- 
ally, than we did at the beginning of the war un- 
der Mr. Pitt’s administration. We are now also 
adding more to a national debt of 8o0,006,000/ than 
we were then adding to a debt of 240,000,000^ and 
the money to pay this accumulating interest is now 
to be taken from an exhausted people, which ’at 
the beginning of the war was drawn from a popu- 
lation comparatively wealthy and at ease. In 
March, 1793, Mr. Pitt supplied the deficiency of 
the ordinary ways and means by a loan of 4,500^)00/ 
and the issue of 4,000,000/ of exchequer bills. We 
this year fund, oraddtothe affixed debt, 7,000,0 001 
of exchequer bills, {not, we fear, long to leave the 
market so far bear of that commodity); and we bor- 
row, as may hereafter be wanted, five or seven mil- 
lions; one sum being half a million, and the other 
2£ millions, more than we borrowed in the year 
1793; and we besides appropriate 12 millions of the 
sinking fund. In 1796, the third year of the war, 
we contracted a debt of 18,000,000/. In 1820, the 
fifth year of the peace, we borrow 12,000,000/ from 
the sinking fund, and between 5 and 7 millions 
form the contractors, making|between 17 and 19 
millions: in one case, but one million less, and in 
the other a million more, than in 1796. Where will 
this system have an end/ 

The minister has given notice in the stock ex- 
change, that he may require a loan of /.12,Q00,000. 
Seven of which he will take in the five per. cents, 
giving 1.90 five per cents, fori/,100 exchequer bilb, 
reserving to himself the right of raising five millions 
subsequently; but the public will recollect, that he 
must also borrow sixteen millions from the linking 
fund, namely: 

7 millions funding of exchequer, 

5 Bo. loan, 

16 do. sinking fund, 

28 millions— Total loan to be raised this year. 

He may only take twelve millions of the sinking 
fund, as last year, but then he must borrow four mil- 
lions by new exchequer, (in the year), for he has no 
real sinking fund at present, nor can he have any, 
■unless the revenue improve; and whether he will 
get the seven millions subscribed, entirely depends 
on the price of the funds up to the second of June. 
For instance, at /.104$ five per cents, the profit, 
(taking the exchequer bilb at 10*. premium) would 
only be about j per cent.; therefore, if the price of 
the five per cents, should get to 4104, nobody will 
of course fund, because there would be little or no 
profit, and he would be obliged to have recourse to 
an open loan; consequently, this great financial mea- 
sure is entirely at issue on a trifling fall of five per 
cents— as one-half per cent, fall would put an end 
to the proposed expedient. 

Uvei'pool petition respecting the navigation laws. On 
the 12th of June, in the house of commons, gen. 
Gascoyne said, he held in his hand a petition from 
certain merchants, ship-owners, and ship-holders 
of Liverpool, which, to a certain extent, differed 
from the petition which he presented from that 
place a few days ago. The present petitioners 


Digitized by ^.ooole 



MILES' REGISTER- JULY 29, 1 820— FOREIGN ARTICLES 


895 


prayed that no alteration should be made by any 
further relaxation of the navigation laws. They 
prayed further, that no relative alteration should 
be made in the imposition of duties on colonial and 
foreign timber. As an honorable member for the 
^ity of London had given notice of an intended 
motion on the subject, he should postpone the dis- 
cussion of the question until that more appropriate 
occasion. Sir I. Coffin observed, that the state- 
jnent of the petitioners was quite incorrect. In- 
stead of the timber, as they alleged, being colonial, 
and which was imported into this country from 
Hyebec, the fact was that such timber was the 
growth of the north-west part of the province of 
'New- York. He had himself written to lord Bathurst 
«n the subject, for such was the effect of that trade 
.between our American colonies and the U. States, 
that in the late war our colonies were wholly drain- 
ed of silver. The sooner a duty was put on the im- 
portation of that timber the better. We had by 
the preference given to that trade lost a good cus- 
tomer in Russia and the other northern states. 

General C&scoyne said that, as far 19 the know- 
ledge of his constituents went, they believed the 
timber imported from the British American colo- 
nies to be their growth. It is also to be recollected 
that the return sent from this country in payment 
of that timber was in salt, to the value of 40,000/. 
The petition was laid on the table. 

From Walsh’s JSTational Gazette, The distress 
among the occupiers and owners of land in England 
would seem to be excessive, and beyond all pre- 
cedent in that class of subjects. Mr. Stuart Wort - 
ley, a distinguished member of parliament, in pre- 
senting a petition from the inhabitants of a number 
of populous villages in the West Riding of York- 
shire, made the following remarks! “He begged 
leave to observe, that the petition came from a body 
of people, than whom no men in the kingdom were 
more ready to support the present order of things. 
The petitioners stated, that the pressure of dis- 
tress, arising from want of labor, was great with- 
out example. This fact they could not prove more 
clearly than by referring to a recent investigation 
of the distresses in their parish, from which it ap- 
peared, that out of 8,000 persons, 7,000, after hav- 
ing paid their rent, received only eleven pence 
half-penny per week. From this it was evident 
that the greater part of the population were in 
a state of absolute pauperism/’ 

The manufacturers are, if possible* in a worse 
condition than the agriculturists. The petition from 
Birmingham, laid before the house of commons on 
the 12th of May, unfolds a scene of unparalleled 
distress. To illustrate the stale of things in that 
city, a member of the house from its neighborhood, 
made this statement; “In the first four months of 
the year 1818, the slaughter of animals for the sup- 
ply of the town of Birmingham, amounted to 5,147 
beasts, including cows and oxen. In the corres- 
onding four months of the present year, the num- 
er of cattle slaughtered was 2,703. This circum- 
stance, he hoped, would have its full weight on 
those who imagined that they could procure high 
prices for agricultural produce, without giving to 
the manufacturer the means of purchasing it. The 
diminution in the slaughter of sheep bore the same 
proportion to that of cattle. In the first four months 
of 1818, the number of sheep slaughtered was 
11,479, and in the corresponding four months of the 
present year it was reduced to 6,216. 

FTIAKCB. 

Louvel, the assassin of the duke de Bern* was 
executed on the 7th pf June; 


j The execution passed over quietly — but soo 11 
after many people paraded, crying “the charter 
for ever — Jong live the emperor!” They were 
dispersed by the military, and order was restored. 
There is a manifest cuntroul of the press in giving 
an account of these things, and the extent to which 
they -proceeded is not to be ascertained from the 
journals. Some persons were arrested for trial. 

Paris is in a very unquiet state, and alarming tu- 
mults have taken place. They origi ated in con- 
sequence of the debates upon the election law. 
The debates continued to run high. The liberates 
complain that the troops have been called out to 
disperse the people. M.'de Girardin said, such a 
spectacle he had not before witnessed for thirty 
years. Paris, he said, resembled a captured city; 
troops stationed in various quarters, and posts fixed 
for their attendance. Me felt assured that the ex- 
asperation had been excited by the appearance of 
the regular force. On the other hand, it was said 
that the conduct of the military had exhibited 
great moderation. The groups that had been dis- 
persed, were shouting “long live the emperor/^ 
One or two lives had been lost. Frequent skirmish-' 
ings had taken place in the public places, between 
groups of royalists and liberales. The weapons 
used were'generall y canes, and sticks with ferrules, 
and the wounded were numerous. Many arrests 
have taken place. 

The “election law” is furiously debated in the 
chamber of deputies. The liberales say it is an 
outrage on the charter. The chamber is very 
much like a mob— such as was the national assem- 
bly, in the early periods of the revolution. Asso- 
ciations are forming called “ patriotic ,” and the po- 
lice is exceedingly vigilant. The chamber of de- 
puties have had their guard doubled, and large 
quantities of troops are kept ready for immediate 
service. They have had several slight contests 
with the people. No small degree of alarm pre- 
vails, and great anxiety is manifested for the result 
of the present state.of things. It is believed that 
something serious is brewing. We expect mighty 
events, before Europe can settle down into peace 
— when, or where, or how they are to commence, 
we cannot venture to predict. The king’s palace 
was surrounded by more than a thousand soldiers, 
prepared for battle. 

The following may serve to shew the spirit of the 
debates on the elections in the chamber of deputies: 
An amendment proposed by M. Boin, tending ma- 
terially to modify the tenor of enactment in the 
original projet t was adopted by a majority of 119. 
It was insinuated by a speaker of the Cote Govchc 0 
that this amendment emanated from the ministers, 
who, seeing the necessity of yielding in some 
points, had secretly negociatcd its being proposed. 
This was distinctly denied by the keeper of the 
seals, in the name of himself and colleagues. In 
the course of the discussion, some acrimonious di- 
gressions took place. M. de Girardin apostro- 
phized the law as “hideous in the eyes of the na- 
tion: it inspired universal horror because it had 
been already baptized with biood. Turnmre .] 
M. deTeyssera demanded the adjournment of the 
discussion, until justice should be rendered to the 
national representation for the injuries it hadVis- 
tained. The law, he vehemently declared, is an 
outrage to the charter and is held in abhorrence 
throughout France. One hundred thousand citi- 
zens in vain demanded the maintenance of the l -w 
of the 3d of Feb. 1817. You know the result. Men 
in disguise have assaulted the deputies and knocked 
doufii citizens. Have the guilty been seized? Doubt- 
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less some of them are considered to have acted in 
a becoming manner. It is thus, as at Lyons, ag- 
gressions remain 'unpunished The police intro- 
duced the troops.— [Here he was interrupted by 
loud clamors, and cries of - speak to the amemlment.] 

M. DWrgenson. «• The speaker it in order.' he 
hat a right to notice the mussucre which hat taken 
place , of peaceable subjects *’ 

M. Lafitte. “I have it in my power to prove it.” 
[A voice on the left — “civil war and atsattinations 
are preparing .” 

NETHERLANDS. 

A Brussels paper says — “the foreigners who ' 
wrote for one of the journals of this city, and who 
have been ordered to leave the kingdom, have 
been sent away with an escort.” 

SPAIN. 

At Madrid, on the night of the 18th of May, or 
on the following morning, several individuals were 
taken up, on suspicion of being concerned in a plot 
against the constitutional system. A list of the pri- 
soners is handed about: they arc members of seve- 
ral religious orders, besides a commissary of war, 
and other persons. 

Blood, it is said, has been shed at Saragossa. The 
arrival of the new captain general, who was sent to 
replace the marquis de Lazan, excited some com- 1 
motions. Battles were fought in the streets, and 
aeveral persons lost their lives. The troops with 
difficulty restored order. 

A circular of the minister of finances notifies all 
concerned, that the exemption from all duties lately 
granted to the importers of books, be extended 
to the importers of printed music. 

A royal decree of the 2d May, directs, with the 
full approbation of the provisional board, a negocia- 
lion to be opened for a I6an of two millions of dol- 
lars, within the kingdom, in shares of 200, 400, and 
600 dollars, bearing an annual interest of ten per 
cent, and to be re-imbursed in two instalments of 
eight and fourteen months, reckoning from the 
30th inst.; the whole of the public revenue, and 
especially the taxes known by the denomination 
of El Noveno, Excusado, and Tercias Kcales, being 
mortgaged for the payment of both principal and 
interest. 

A decree of the 15th May, after a preamble stat- 
ing, that the public tranquility is endangered by 
the presence of the members of the ordinary cor- 
tes, who signed the manifesto of the 12th of April, 
1814 C against the constitutional system J, directs 
them to be confined in the convents of their places 
of residence until the meeting of the legislature, 
with the exception, however, of such of them as 
are invested with the episcopal dignity. 

•Madrid, May 16. — The official Gazette of this 
day publishes the answers sent by the foreign 
courts to the notification of the king’s acceptance 
of the constitution of the cortes. 

The ambassador at the court of France announ- 
ces, that, on presenting to the king of France the 
letter written by the king of Spain, his most Chris- 
tian majesty said, that “he was persuaded that the 
king, his cousin, had done what he had conceived 
lobe most suitable to the happiness of his people, 
and that he anxiously hoped lie would obtain the 
object of his wishes.” 

The king of England has made the followingnn- 

swcr, which the Gazette publishes at length: — 

“Sir, my brother — l have read the letter which 
your majesty has addressed to me, for the purpose 
of notifying tome, that, in pursuance of the wishes 
manifested by your people, you had thought pro- 
per to acknowledge and swear to the political con- 


stitution promulgated at Cadiz in the year 1813. I 
receive this communication of your majesty as a 
testimony of your friendship, and I prayyoor ma- 
jesty to be assured of the sincere interest I fcel # 
on all occasions, in the well-being and prosperity 
of the Spanish nation, as well as in the stability 
and honor of your crown. I seize this occasion to 
renew to your majesty the assurances of the real 
esteem and perfect friendship with which I am, sir, 
my brother, 

“Your majesty’s good brother, 

“GEORGE R. 

At Carlton-palace, April 21, 1820.” 

The ambassador at the court of Saxony reports, 
that the king of 9axony “observed with the greatest 
grief the events which had preceded this measure, 
and the painful situation in which the government 
had been placed; but that he now learns with par- 
ticular satisfaction the proofs of love and attach- 
ment which his Catholic majesty has received from 
his people in this crisis.” 

The other sovereigns, whose replies are men- 
tioned, are the king of Bavaria and the king of the 
Netherlands. They are described as being nearly 
similar to that of the king of England. The fede- 
ral directory of the Swiss cantons has also congra- 
tulated Ferdinand upon his acceptance of the con- 
stitution. 

Spanish naval officers. — The officers of the Spa- 
nish navy at Cadiz, among them some of the high- 
est in rank, have presented a highly complimentary 
address to Ferdinand, on the occasion of his swear- 
ing to the constitution, and evincing himself the 
friend of liberty and of the people; among other 
things they say: 

“By swearing to the great national charter, by ren- 
dering this homage to reason and to justice, your 
majesty lias excelled the actions of all the Ferdi- 
nands, so grateful to our memory. If, under Fer- 
dinand Gonzalez, Castile was first distinguished in 
the peninsula, under Ferdinand the 7th she begins 
to aether part in Europe, and throughout the uni- 
verse — If she was erected into a kingdom by Fer- 
dinand the great, by Ferdinand the VII. she has 
been rendered a free nation, the greatest nation in 
the known world. 

If 8t. Ferdinand gave her general laws, without' 
which society cannot properly exist, Ferdinand 
Vlt. has given her a constitution which render* 
the laws stable, and leads the monarch to jus- 
tice, and the people, by secure paths, to Happiness. 
If the anti-evangelical and anti-social inquisition, 
the destroyer of learning and of talents, darkened 
the great deeds and glory of Ferdinand the Catho- 
lic, Ferdinand VII. lias abolished it forever, tho* 
forever its sad remembrance will remain, and ha* 
thus presented to us a solid basis for those benefits 
which will signalize his reign. As an ephemeral 
tranquility only, wa9 enjoyed under Ferdinand the 
VI. inasmuch as it depended upon the will of a sin- 
gle individual, therefore Ferdinand VII. by calling 
all Spaniards around him, by restoring to theta 
their imprescriptible rights, and by swearing in 
good faith, to accept of the agreeable employment 
of rendering them happy, has consolidated ami con- 
secrated their prosperity, as has the nation his per- 
son. 

Behold, sire, what a splendid laurel, what a noble 
palm will crown the auspicious name of Ferdinand 
— Believe, sire, that our joy is legitimate; that our 
congratulations are cordial. 

The descendants of thousands of Spaniards who 
in Cobadonga fought under the banners of Pelayo, 
for mure than a thousand years have loyally obeyed 
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his successors; twenty millions of Spaniards in both 
hemispheres swear to sopport your majesty as 
constitutional king, and obey you cheerfully, and 
will cause their children to obey and respect the 
successors of your majesty for an indefinite series 
of ages — Wc, the officers of the national tiavy, who 
by our profession are compelled to plough the vast 
ocean in every quarter, will carry from pole to pole 
(for the Spanish dominion extends nearly from one 
to the other) the name and glorious actions of your 
majesty, together with the faithful testimony of 
our adhesion to your sacred person, and the fer- 
vent desire of our constant gratitude and profound 
respect. 

Norfolk , July 10. Our last letters from Spain in- 
forms us that the message of the president to con- 
gress, recommending a suspension of hostile pro- 
ceedings against Florida, in consequence of the em- 
barrassments of the Spanish government, has gone 
the rounds of the Spanish papers (which are now 
free even to licentiousness) with comments, in eve- 
ry instance, highly honorable to the magnanimity 
of Mr. Mosrok, whom the Spaniards, in the full- 
ness of their jo>, declare (says our correspondent) 
“Aas a tout, and though a heretic , may get to hea- 
ven!” — Nevertheless, we are given to understand 
that in the midst of their acknowledgements of his 
forbearance in this instance, they do not forget to 
ascribe it in some degree to the extraordinary and 
pressing interference of his imperial majesty, the 
emperor of Russia; and in truth, facts seem to jus- 
tify this conclusion — Not satisfied with recom- 
mending to our government through its minister 
at his own court, to exercise forbearance and mode- 
ration towards Spain, and preaching with puritani- 
cal simplicity the cause of “peace and concord,” 
but for fear his friendly admonitions might be for- 
got, he orders the same sermon to be preached in 
duplicate, by his minister at Washington, and af- 
terwards in triplicate to the American minister at 
Madrid. This is acknowledged to be a most righ- 
teous act of friendship on the part of the emperor, 
but the officiouq repititions of it looks like being 
friendly overmuch, and as if {here was a lurking 
disposition underneath to do something more than 
recommend , if his advice was not taken. 

FORTUOAL. 

We have a paragraph stating the probability of - 
Ihe end of the reign of the house of Braganza, and 
the exaltation of that of Cadaval— believed by ma- 
ny to be the rightful heir of the throne, and much 
‘ persecuted by the former. 

ITALT. 

A letter from Rome says, that before the queen 
•f England left Pesaro, a deputy from the republic 
•f St. Marino, presented her the congratulations of 
the republic, on her accession to the throne. 

GERMANY. 

Sandt, the assassin of Kotzebue, has at length 
been executed. He died with astonishing firmness 
and composure, as he said, “for his country.” In 
consequence of the wounds which he inflicted on 
himself it was with great difficulty that his life was 
sustained during his long imprisonment of 15 
months. Yet no disclosures by him are mentioned. 
A great number of the students of Heidelberg 
steeped their handkerchiefs in his blood, when he 
was beheaded; and he seems to have been regarded 
as a martyr. 

Hamburg is very unhealthy — 8000 persons were 
said to be indisposed. 

“German papers state, that at the April fair, at 
Leipzig, the quantity Of English goods there may 
be inferred from the fact that 40,000 cwt. of Eng- 


lish yarns and calicoes have come by way of Lune- 
burg alone to Leipzig for this eastcr fair. A still 
greater quantity of other goods, for instance hard- 
ware, japanned articles, he. goes down the Elbe to 
Magdeburg, and so to Leipzig; a single house 
here has now received 300 cwt. of English tin (or 
japanned) goods, which still maintain the superior- 
ty over the German. One Hamburg house alone 
made sales of English goods to the amount of 
1 j 0,000/. The fair also passed off without any im- 
portant bankruptcy, from which it would appear, 
that the favorable change in the German markets is 
not Uie result of occasional speculation, or over- 
trading; but the natural consequence of the gene- 
ral recovery of the continent of Europe. 

The agents of the German merchants and manu- 
facturers in the memorial which they have address- 
ed to the congress at Vienna, insist on the necessi- 
ty of calling together a general congress of the 
European merchants; they desire that they may 
have granted to them, for six years only, the mono- 
poly which their rivals have enjoyed for ages, and 
they hope that in this short period they shall ac- 
quire sufficient strength to maintain the competi- 
tion with all nations; they especially demand, that, 
to promote the interest of the German manufac- 
turers, prohibitory measures may be adopted 
against England.” 

Mr. Rothschdd has concluded a loan with the 
Austrian government, and was so well pleased with 
it that he gave certain of his clerks 150,000 florins, 
for their agency in this business. 

SWEDEN. 

A Stockholm paragraph states that the king has 
been pleased to consent that the ships of the Unit- 
ed States of North America, laden with the natural 
produce or manufactures of the West Indies, shall 
come here without paying higher duties than Swe- 
dish vessels; but upon condition that Swedish ves- 
sels laden with the produce or manufactures of the 
countries on the Baltic shall enter the ports of the 
United States without paying higher duties than 
American vessels. 

nussrA. 

The emperor of Russia, in his anxiety to encou- 
rage the national manufacture of printed calicoes, 
published a ukase on the 24th of March, increasing 
the duties upon the importation of colored goods. 

TURKEY. 

Revolt of Ali Pacha . — According to information 
received at Venice, by a vessel from the Ionian Is- 
lands, which left Corfu on the 26th of April, it ap- 
pears that Ali Pacha, of Albania, had been called to 
Constantinople, by the grand vizier, to account for 
his conduct; but that he had refused to obey the 
summons, and had raised the standard of revolt 
against the Porte. It was added, that both Greeks 
and Turks had taken the oath of allegiance to him, 
and that he was at Prevesa, organizing his army. It 
was reported at Corfu, that Ali had declared him- 
self king of Epirus, and that to attach to his inte- 
rests the Greek population, which is by far the 
most numerous in his states, he had caused himself 
to be baptized. 

EAST INDIES. 

The boat of the brig Salamanca, in going through 
the Sunderbunds of Buckergunge, in August last, 
when pulling up, 20 feet from the jungle on the 
margin of the river, and being about 50 feet from 
the brig,, a tiger leaped into the boat, seized the 
man pulling at the bow oar, and in one spring, with 
the man in bis mouth, again reached the jungle. 
The tiger made not the least noise when he sprung 
into the boat. - London paper. 
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SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

It is stated, that the new sovereign of these is- 
lands has destroyed the whole system of idolatry, 
and burnt the temples, idols, be. U was feared 
that the death of the old king would throw obstacles 
in the way of the missionaries, but it has happily 
otherwise resulted, and the mission family who re- 
cently sailed from Boston, probably arrived at the 
very moment when the people were best prepared 
to receive the glad tidings of salvation. These is- 
lands will probably soon conform, like the Society 
Islands, to the external forms of Christianity, and 
introduce among them the arts of agriculture and 
of civilized life. The kingdom of darkness is tru- 
ly tottering to its fall, and the djiy is approaching 
when the “ knowledge of God shall cover the 
earth.*' Boston paper. 

BARBARY. 

The plague prevails in several cities in Barbary; 
but others are quite healthy. At Fez, the deaths 
by this terrible disease, are from 30 to 40 per day 
—at Oran, 50, at Magadore, 10. It seems to be 
peculiarly hard upon the Jews, who are numerous 
in these countries. 

CANADA. 

Very extensive and important fortifications are 
nowin progress at Quebec — 400 into ate drily em- 
ployed in mining and preparing the site ol a very 
strong work which is to crown that already formi- 
dable fortress. 

SOUTII AMERICA. 

A letter to the editor of the Register, dated at 
St. Thomas* July 8, informs that the constitution of 
the cartes had been proclaimed in all the islands and 
places on the Maine, in possession of the royalists — 
and that it was difficult to ascertain what propor- 
tion of those who have adopted the constitution 
are attached to the cause of independence. That 
there was a deputation at St. Thomas* on their way 
to Angostura, sent by Morillo and the cabildo at 
Caraccas, under directions from the government of 
old Spain, to treat with the independent govern- 
ment. It was said they had power to grant the pa- 
triots every thing short of independence — to retain 
all the, officers in their respective grades, be. and 
that, if their propositions are agreed to, Morillo and 
his army would leave the country, &c. These depu- 
ties first went to Bolivar’s head quarters, but he 
would not receive them, saying that his military 
operations could not be suspended; but he suggest- 
ed that they should proceed to Angostura,and make 
their terms known to his government, which they 
are now about to do. 

Bolivar’s army is yid, in all, to amount to 20,000 
men, well disciplined. That of Morillo is reported 
at only 6,000. 

Gen. Devereux is at last said to have reached 
Margaretta. The affair at Rio de le H&che appears 
to have had a miserable result for the patriots 
They were forced to abandon the place in great 
haste, and some of them have arrived at Jamaica in 
a wretched plight. 

Two patriot privateers, owned at St. Bartholo- 
mew* 8 1 have been captured and sent to Martinique, 
by the French frigate. La duchess d’Angouleme. 

CHRONICLE. 

The Coiambus 74, arrived at Gibraltar on the 4th/ 
•f June, all well. The Guerriere was also at that 
port, bet her officers were not permitted to come 
on shore on account of the late quarrels. 

Died, lately in Duplin county, North Carolina, 
<bl. fVm. Dickson, a native" of Pennsylvania, in the 


82d year of his age, but for 76 years a resident of 
N. C. He was a meritorious officer of the revolu- 
tion, and filled many honorable civil appointments. 

, suddenly, at Lancaster, Pa. Michael Gross, 

Esq . an active whig in the “times that tried men’s 
souls.** After dinner he laid down to take a nap, 
and expired without a struggle. He was in his 73d 
year. 

At the dinner in honor of the fourth instant, at 
Georgetown, in Kentucky, the head of the table was 
occupied by Nathan Young) aged one hundred and 
eight year i, who had been a soldier in B ruddock’s 
defeat, and fought in the battles of his country 
throughout the revolutionary war. 

Toasts drank at Boston on the late anniversary — ■ 
The army of the United States — May all invaders 
meet the fate of Puckingliam, and be sent packing 
off. 

America!— ‘trail arms.* Great Britain! — •ground 
firelock.* France — ‘as you were.* Spain— ‘Wheel 
to the right.* Freemen— ‘display column.* Tyrants 
— ‘take distance.’ South America — ‘close to the 
front;* ‘forward march;* ‘halt.* Nations of the globe 
— ‘order firelock;* ‘stack arms;* ‘rest.* 

Lewis , the robber, mentioned in our last, and who 
has been called the “Pennsylvania Abxlino,” haa 
died of the wounds which he received when he was 
taken. 

Santiago. Having noticed the capture of the Spa- 
nish ship Santiago, on her passage from Cuba to 
Baltimore, as probably within the jurisdiction of 
the United States, by the patriot privateer Wilson, 
alias Bolivar, a very short time after the latter ves- 
sel had left Norfolk, it is right that we should no- 
tice a long article in a late Charleston paper, sign- 
ed “J. Weeden, surgeon of the brig Wilson/* rela- 
tive to that capture— the amount of which is a* 
follows: That the Santiago was bound to Baltimore 
to be fitted to proceed to the coast of Africa for 
slaves, from whence she had just returned with 459 
human beings — that she. belonged to Juan Jaquea 
Bonne, of St. Jago, as her papers said-— that she was 
captured in nineteen fathoms water, and out of the 
jurisdiction of the United States — that those of her 
crew who were detained were held only as witne* 
ses for her trial at Margaretta, be. making a very 
different story of the matter; and, if true, render- 
ing the capture estimable in our eyes, much op- 
posed as we are to privateering from the ports of 
theUnited States, in the present circumstances af 
things. 

Pirates. Two vessels of 30 gons each, respect- 
ing no flag, are in the Mediterranean, which occa- 
sionally blockade Malaga and Alicant. 

Fraud. The pocketing of cash by the late cashier 
of the Phoenix bank of New-York, has excited much 
surprise. Greene marehed in the first circles, like 
several of the cashiers who have acted pretty much 
as he did, and seems to have been at the top of the 
wheel of gentility! So much has the public mind 
been vitiated by speculation, that we seem yet to 
have to learn that «on honest man’s the noblest 
work of God.” Give me a pure heart on the dung- 
hill, rather than a villain’s in a palace. We have 
long followed a bad “fashion,” as my old friend in 
Massachusetts says — but the times are mending. 

Kilting off. Looking over a file of London papers, 
(observes the National Advocate), we find the death 
of Mr. Holman announced; to which, is added the 
following singular piece of intelligence: Miss 
Moore, Miss Latimer, and Mr. Sanders of the same 
theatre, were struck dead with lightning.” Every 
thing is done to frighten persons from emigrating 
to this country. 
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Presidential election . *1 he following singular dif- 
ficulties have occurred: In North Carolina, a law 
was passed to choose electors of president by the 
people — but the time when was not appointed; and 
in Illinois, by a law of that state, the governor is 
required to divide the state into districts, accord- 
ing to the number of inhabitants, to be ascertained 
by census, the limit for the taking of which is be- 
yond the period at which the electors should be 
chosen! It seems probable that special sessions of | 
the legislatures of these states must be held to sup- 
ply the defects of their own laws. 

American jaconet muslin . We have at this moment 
before us a pieoe of jaconet muslin, of a fabric so 
perfect in every particular, that we may safely as- 
sort it to be equal, in every respect, to any thing of j 
the kind, produced in any part of the world. 

Familiar with the finest webs of Asia, we can com 
fidently assert, that the piece before us is equal in 
beauty, evenness, and much superior in the finish- 
ing,^ the fine muds of Hindostan. 

This piece is the first experiment made at the 
factory of Messrs. Thorp and Slidell, of this neigh 
borhood, yet it will bear inspection and compari 
t*on with any foreign production of the same number 
etfyanu 

This jaconet rivals, in beauty and texture, the 
lawns of Flanders, and for cravats, ruffles, and fine 
dresses, has no superior; and we earnestly recom- 
mend the products of these ingenious manufacturers 
to the notice and patronage of every friend of Ame- 
rican prosperity. — Aurora 

The vine . About 24 acres are occupied as vine- 
yards at Vevay, in Indiana, and in very prosperous 
cultivation by the industrious Swiss settlers. It is 
supposed that the present year’s produce w ill ex- 
ceed 5,000 gallons of wine, though great quantities 
of grapes are disposed of for other purposes. 

White and red lead. The St. Louis Gazette of 
May 31, announces, that the works for the manufac- 1 
ture of white and red lead have been established | 
in that place. 

Naming of the ships of war. The resolution of 
congress on this subject is defective. The names 
of Jit st rates are to be after states . and second rates 
are to be after rivers . Now it so happens, that the 
first name given to the first-rate ship, under that 
resolution, the Ohio, does not designate her rate, 
being the name of a state and a river also. The 
names of Alabama, Mississippi, Illinois, Tennessee, 
Connecticut, Delaware and Kentucky, are common 
to states and rivers. Missouri and Arkansas will 
stand in the same condition, when states. 

A bold fellow. A person is now confined in the 
jail of Pearson county, N. C. among other crimes, 
for having married not less than fifteen women, all 
living at the same time— yet he is only 30 or 35 
years of age. 

Cincinnati banks. There has been a great ex~j 
citement at Cincinnati, in consequence of a belief 
pretty generally entertained that those concerned 
in the Miami bank were secretly engaged in pur- 
chasing up its notes, at a very large discount; 
though, as it was also thought, the bank was able 
to meet its engagements, under a careful manage- 
ment. If such things have not happened at Cin- 
cinnati, they have occurred at other places, and 
there is no sort of novelty in them. The bills of 
the bank alluded to are worth about 25 cents to the 
dollar in the Baltimore money-market. I myself 
sold some at 50 per cent discount, and uitfortunate- 
1y yet have a few on hand very handsomely mark- 
ed like money. 

The inhabitants of Springfield, Hamilton county, 


state of Ohio, have held a meeting; at which they 
charge the non specie paying banks w ith a design 
to depreciate their own paper, for the purpose of 
buying it up at very reduced rates. They declare 
that an improper forbearance has been excited to- 
wards these banks; and that the people ought to 
have rejected every note *’as containing a falsehood 
on its face, so long as those who issued it refuse to 
discharge its obligation.” — They came to the reso- 
lution, “to desist from the use of any paper of 
banks that refuse to discharge promptly, the obli- 
gations specified on the face of the notes” — and 
they invite all the good people of the Miami coun- 
try to adopt similar resolutions. There is an ener- 
gy in this conduct wliich commands respect. 

Enquirer. 

Law Case. The following case, as reported in 
the Cincinnati “ Inquisitor ,” lately came before the 
city court of that place. The decision, certainly, 
is an extraordinary one. 

Bank United States 


J. 


Whipple and Washbume. 

The above cause came to trial a few days ago, 
before the city court, holden by the mayor and two 
aldermen. The case was regularly presented to 
the jury by the plaintiff’s counsel, and though 
there were several points made by the defendants 9 
counsel in the course of the proceeding, yet they 
were reserved, and the testimony considered as 
conclusive of the claim. It was admitted by the 
plaintiff’s counsel, that the note was discounted at 
the office established at this place. The defend- 
ants’ counsel insisted to the jury, that the bank of 
United States had no power to discount promissory 
notes—-that the bank was the mere creature of the 
act which created it, and possessed no other powers 
than such as were expressly granted. That it could 
take nothing by implication, however strong; and 
though the charter confers a right upon the corpo- 
ration generally to do and execute all and singular 
the acts, matters, and things, which to them it 
shall or may appertain to do, &c. and although it 
prohibits them to receive more than six per cent, 
upon its loans or discounts , yet, as there is no express 
authority either to loan or discount, such loans arc 
illegal and the security void. 

'Hie mayor charged the jury that the bank of the 
United States had no power under its charter to 
discount promissory notes, and the jury gave a ver- 
dict for the defendants. 

Passengers. Thirty-five thousand five hundred 
and sixty passengers arrived at the port of New- 
York from the 1st of March, 1818, to the 11th of 


Americans 

English 

Irish 

French 

Scotch 

Germans 

Spanish 

Hollanders 

Italians 


16628 

Swiss 

372 

7629 

Norwegians 

3 

6067 

Swedes 

28 

930 

Portuguese 

55 

1544 

Africans 

5 

499 

Prussians 

48 

217 

Sardinians 

3 

155 

Welshmen 

590 

103 

Danes 

9 -» 


18,114 reported, 
13,060 bounded, 
4,377 commuted. 


Total 35,560 

New- Hampshire'. The last return of the militia 
of tills state gives the following aggregates: Infan- 
try and riflemen, 23,063; cavalry, 2,071; artillery, 
1,142; — the whole are pretty well supplied vritlr 
.arms. No returns from two brigades*. 


Digitized by 


Google 



400 


NILES’ REGISTER— JULY 29, 1820— CHRONICLE. 


Spontaneous combustion. A case of spontaneous 
combustion occurred on Wednesday evening 1 in this 
city. The dregs of linseed oil having been thrown 
on a dung heap, caused a flame to beak out, which 
communicated with some boards connected with 
the heap; and had it taken place in the night, a 
great conflagration must have been the conse- 
quence. It is fair to presume that many of the de- 
structive fires originate from similar causes. 

[jv. r. coi 

Mephitic gas. An affecting occurrence took place 
in the neighborhood of St. Louis, on Friday the 23d 
June. 

Patrick Gorman and William Neal were employ- 
ed in sinking a well on the farm of Michael Gor- 
man, father to the former. On the morning of the 
23d, they went as usual to their work, and by means 
of a bucket, let down by a little boy, descended to 
the bottom of the well, then about thirty feet deep. 
Unhappily the well had filled with mephitic air 
during the night, and the young men were soon 
perceived by the boy at the windlass to be in the 
agonies of death. Uis cries brought his father, his 
elder brother and l'homaa Kenscla to the spot. 
'The two latter immediately descended in the buc- 
ket. — There were now four in the well, and but 
two could come back at a time. Thomas Ktnsela 
undertook to bring back William Neal, who seem- 
ed to be expiring; the two brothers Patrick and 
Thomas Gorman, were left for a second trip, and 
the father Michael Gorman and his Tittle son turned 
at the windlass to draw them up. When near the 
top, the strength of Thomas Kensela failed from 
the bad air which he had breathed; he dropped 
from the bucket and fell with William Neal, whom 
he was bringing up, thirty feetupon the two broth- 
ers below! The cries of the father and the little 
hoy brought in some neighbors, one of whom, Mr. 
William 'Tharp, had the intrepidity to volunteer a 
descent. Four times he made the perilous adven- 
ture, each time bringing back the body of a suffer- 
er. As fast as brought to the surface, the lancet 
was applied to their arms; the blood flowed freely, 
but life was extinct forever; and on the following 
day all four were buried in the burying ground of 
the (toman catholic cathedral in St. Louis. 

Antidote to poison . — A most important addition to 
the sum of scientific knowledge, and an acquisition 
of incalculable benefit to humanity, has been made 
by a gentleman of Norwich, Mr. Rogers, in the dis- 
covery of what appears to be an universal antidote to 
animal poisons. From the numerous and varied ex- 
periments, already made, it would seem that this 
singularly useful property of the gas, (for such we 
understand is the form of its application) is attri- 
buted to its power of effecting the chemical neu- 
t ralization of pestilential effluvia. In the more con- 
densed forms of animal virulence, as the virus of 
small par, cancel •, &c. its effects are said to be strik- 
ingly obvious, in the instantaneous decomposition 
of the poison, which thus becomes entirely quies- 
cent. We understand that government, justly sen- 
sible of the importance of the subject, will appoint 
* commissioners to investigate the facts of this disco- 
very, snch decide on its application to practical use 
in arresting the progress of contagion. 

London paper. 

.V/tj market for cattle. Some citizens of this coun- 
ty, (says the St. Louis Enquirer), have contracted 
with the earl Selkirk, to deliver him 120 head of 
cattle, principally cows, at his establishment at the 
confluence of the Assinaboin and the Red river of 


the lakes. The drove is about setting out. They have 
a long road through the woods, and many tribes of 
Indians to pass, and an attack upon the way may not 
be placed among improbable events. The earl'e 
establishment, consisting of a small agricultural co- 
lony of Scotch, a fur trading company, and a milita- 
ry garrison, is in latitude 50, longitude 23, west 
from Washington city, in a direct line about nine 
hundred miles. The cattle will probably march 11 
or 1200 miles, the Indians willing. 

Missouri. The convention recently elected in 
this territory, met at St. Louis on the 12th of June. 
David Barton, esq. was elected president. A re- 
solve that it was expedient then to proceed to form 
a state constitution having passed unanimously — 
various committees were appointed to draft dif- 
ferent parts of it, &c. The convention consists of 
41 members; of whom 16 were born in Virginia, 

8 in Kentucky, 4 each in Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land, 3 in North Carolina, 2 in Missouri, and leach 
in Vermont, Delaware, Tcuncssee, Ireland and 
Wales. 

St. Louis , C Missouri, J June 17. The committee 
appointed to draft a constitution for the state of 
Missouri, reported yesterday. The article which 
will be first enquired after is to the following effect: 
The legislature shall have no power to manumit 
slaves, except on condition of paying their full value 
to their owners; it shall have no power to prevent 
emigrants from bringing their slaves into this state; 
it shall have power to prevent slaves from being 
brought to Missouri to be sold us merchandize; per- 
sons who have been, or may be, brought into the U. 
States, in violation of the laws of congress for the sup- 
pression of the foreign slave trade, shall be free oa 
arriving in the state of Missouri; their posterity like^ 
wise; the right of jury trial for offences above the 
grade of petit-larceny is secured to slaves; it is 
made the duty of the court to assign them counsel 
when they have it not; if convicted to be punished 
in the same manner that white persons would be 
for the like offences; homicide, and dismember- 
ment of a slave to be punished as if committed 
upon a white person; and it is made the duty of 
tlie legislature to pass laws for the protection of 
slaves against injuries from their masters. 

These provisichs have been unanimously adopted. 
From the Missouri Gazette of June 28. By a letter 
from Prairie du Chien, we understand that a council 
with the chiefs of the Winebago nation of Indians 
has been held by colonel Leavenworth, on the sub- 
ject of the murder of two of the men belonging to 
the 5th regiment. They disclaimed and denounce# 
the act, and said it was done by two fools who had 
covered the whole nation with shame. That they 
had no wish or intention to go to war, and promised 
to deliver up the murderers in nine days, and in the 
mean time delivered five of their chiefe as hostages. 

The Sacs, Foxes, Kickapoos, and in fact all the 
Indians on the river, stand ready to join the Unite# 
States, in case it is requested, against the Wineba- 
goes, but no necessity for it exists. Part of the 
Winebagoes are friendly, and the residue fear our 
troops too much to do any more mischief. 

Washington City , July 25. Mr. John Graham, our 
minister plenipotentiary at Rio de Janeiro, arrived 
at this city yesterday, with hrs family, after a short* 
passage, in a vessel belonging to Georgetown. 

We are sorry that the reduced state of Mr. Gra- 
ham's health should have been the cause, as we 
understand it is, of his sudden return to the United 
States. 


" ■ 1 1 1 1 ■ ■ ■■ » 
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A curiosity , respecting thb bank of tbe United 
States, will be found inserted in the next page. It 
Will record the views of its founders. 

Our extracts and abstracts of foreign articles are 
continued, and to later periods by more recent ar- 
rivals. Even those who have access to the daily 
newspapers may find something new in our collec- 
tions, derived from iHany papfers; examined with 
care. 

American manufacturer. Thdtigh the follow, 
jng may not be very flattering to the patriotism or 
judgment of congress, and many of our fellow citi- 
zens not honored with a seat on the floor of thC 
capitol, — still the truth should be told, Jhat impro* 
vidence and folly may be rebuked and checked. 

It is assuredly a fact, that when the Messrs. Du- 
ponts, of Brandywine, were manufacturing their 
very superior cloths during the late war, they found 
for some time great difficulty in disposing of them, 
though they always kept thrif prices below those 
which were asked for British goods of like qualities. 
The stock on hand accumulated to such an amount, 
though the most assiduous efforts to make sales 
were not wanting, that it almost seemed problc 
matical whether they might not find it expedient 
to shut up their factory, and throw a large popula- 
tion out of employment! Their chief market was 
at Philadelphia} and here the best judges, with 
nearly all the great dandy. tailors, had pronounced 
their goods inferior, not fit for gentlemen to wear— 
they could not, «*in conscience, consent to cut them 
for their regular customers!” To relieve themselves 
Of this difficulty, and secretly punish the prejudice 
Which they could not openly overcome, the pro- 
prietors of tfie establishment purchased the aid Of 
an English agent, who, for the per centum allowed, 
gladly undertook the business. Twenty or thirty 
hairs wqre carefully put up at the factory, in strict 
Imitation of British cloths-— with the leads, covers, 
marks, Ac. Ac., and sent on to the agent} who 
soon made it known that he had received, no mat- 
ter how, whether smuggled or ntrt, a handsome assort- 
ment of cloths. No one suspected that he dealt in 
American goods— and bis store was soon thronged 
by tailors and others, to purchase them. They were 
quickly sold, at a dollar or two in the yard more 
than the factory prices— at an advance sufficient to 
pay the agent his per cent age, and leave a considera- 
ble excess profit to the manufacturers! Then came 
but the puffing advertisements in the newspapers 
bf tlite tailors and others, having received supplies 
of fresh goods; and their shelves were soon reliev- 
ed of these very superior English cloths, which they 
beould recommend to their customers !** 

The best of the joke Was, that the enterprising 
Duponts, by sufch operations, were enabled to carry 
bn and extend their establishments— but the most 
ridiculous part of the whole was as follows: The pri- 
mary object of the manufacturers was to dispose of 
their goods* but to build up a character for them, 
was hardly less interesting. To aid in this, they 
always kept out of the imitation bales the finest tnd 
best pieces thkt they made, to sell as American 
goods, at a lower rate than those so managed to be 
top posed English. When the head tailors had obtain- 
Voi,. XVlil.- 29. 


ed a stock, as mentioned above, they sent rotind to 
them those reserved pieces, asking a comparison# 
and soliciting purchases at reduced prices. Being 
well acquainted with the gentlemen, I think that l 
can now see one of them, without a smile oft hi* 
countenance, comparing one piece of his own cloth 
with another, gravely contending in favor of what 
he had to sell and which he knew was the best, and 
calmly listening to the numerous -objections urged 
against his opinions, about the fineness, texture, 
durability of color, and the like — all said to be su- 
perior in those goods which bad passed through the 
hands Of the English agent! How long this honora- 
ble deception, to make folly an instrument of goody 
was practised, we do not know. We have been 
told, however, that it never was detected} but, in a 
short time, such a character was established for the 
Messrs. Duponts? cloths, that no necessity existed 
for resorting to it. They could dispose of all that, 
they could make,— the people knowing that they 
were American goods, and purchasing them because 
they were better and cheaper than the imported. 

Last winter we indignantly noticed the receipt of 
a letter from the clerk of the house of representa- 
tives of the United States, Written on paper stamp- 
ed and marked with the royal crown of England; 
and were told, in explanation, that the clerk had 
only a few loose sheets of such paper in his office, 
one of which happened to be directed to us. tVc 
have not had any reason yet to doubt the latter 
statement, but soon after it was published, a friend 
in the senate sent us a 9heet of the paper usually 
laid on the desks of its members, dignifed with the 
same embleift of royalty, at which we w ere again 
mortified; The paper was of a very fine quality* 
better* perhaps, than four-fifths of the members of 
congress ever used, perhaps ever saw, before their 
arrival at Washington — nice enough for the tightest 
dandy to write a note to his goddess upon. We de- 
posited the sheet among our ^ueet things, intending 
to bring it forth when occasion suited, and to depre- 
cate the matter as it deserved. But we are just told, 
and We learn it with much pride and pleasure, that 
our wise senators are cheated — neatly cheated, and 
made a laughing stock of, like the Philadelphia 
taylors! Our best paper makers have vainly solicit- 
ed the honor of supplying congress;* their propo- 
sals could not be accepted; English paper only wan 
good enough for that exalted body— and so English 
paper was contracted for:— but we have now most 
humbly to apologize to Mr. Dougherty, and nil 
else who might be aggrieved by our former re- 
marks, in expressing our conviction that this paper, 

• Among these were the Gilpins, on the Bran- 
dywine, whose establishment for the manufacture 
of paper, we suppose must have cost between three 
and four hundred thousand dollars, and is said to be 
without a superior in the world; though several 
others of our paper makers manufacture gootln 
equal to theirs, and have for several years made 
papers which, with the same advantage of age be- 
fore using, would compare with any furnished from 
England, and ut 25 per cent, less price than they 
can be sold at, in that country. Paper is a dear 
article in England, though exceedingly cheap qi 
France, Germany, Italy, Ac. 
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if supposed to come from England, must come 
from a district so called, but with the important 
word^*NE\V” placed before it— being made by 
honest, “full bred yankees.” our countrymen, 
friends and brothers — “long life to them” for it! 

I like the fitn well; yet shall protest against it, as 
I formerly pledged# myself, by repeating the de- 
claration, that none of the members of congress 
shall receive the Register of me, if their secre- 
tary or clerk writes for it on paper stamped with a 
crown. “Let it take any shape but that,” and the J 
order shall be obeyed— a codfish or a hoe-cake— a 
yoke of oxen or a race horse — any thing but a re- 
gal crown. We do not know who it is that has the 
contract to supply the paper, and, certainly, are 
without the shadow of a wish to injure him on ac- 
count of this matter, but rather thank him for his 
patriotic management: yet we do not believe that 
even the senate, hitherto satisfied with the paper 
and the price of it, will suffer their mortified feel- 
ings to carry them so far as to insult the majesty of 
the people by acting upon it — they will most likely | 
be ashamed of what they have done, and “correct 
the procedure.” 


(4) Present annual expense*, 
(4) Supposed annual bad debts, 


doll*, 175,000 
136,000 


SIMM 


350,000 shares^ a 8 dolls, per ann. dieidenda^tfoft*. Z jSOOfiOO 
Again— 

I will suppose my estimate of S per ct. dividend above, 

, “ •dmiitM to be correct— and state it at dolls. IjtOOjzm 

(8) Then 1 will suppose the bank to buy SOfiOOfiOO dolls, 
per annum, of sterling bills, and make* l per cent, by 
the purchase and sale of them, tCOfidb 

(6) 1 suppose the bank to fkirnuh drafts upon distant 
places, say at Boston on Orleans, or Lexington, or Sa- 
vannah, or vice veraa. and to charge a small brokerage 
on tht m— say on 40,000000 annually, 1-2 per cent. 300000 




3000 000 
■r, in the 


Bank of the United States 

A singular accident lately gave me possession of 
"the following most curious statement. It was writ- 
ten in December, 1816, by one of the greatest spe 
culators in the^stock of the bank of the United 
States, to a distant gentleman who had invested a 
Considerable sum of money in that institution. The 
writer eithev seriously believed what he stated, 
(and he ought to be presuiped to have had an ex- 
tensive knowledge of the facts), or be deliberately 
told what he did believe to be true, to keep up the 
•bubble until he himself had realized his designed 
profits. If the former, we may laugh at his magnifi- 
cent notions— but if the latter, must severely con- 
demn the fraud. The people, twenty years hence, 
will hardly apprehend the splendid ideas which the 
stock-note milkers, (who chiefly made the bank of the 
United States), had of what they would do. It is a 
fact, that they aspired to nothing less than a regu- 
lation of the -whole internal and external trade of the 
country , and thought themselves so mighty that nothing 
could successfully oppose their march to supreme power. 
This paper, which I pledge myself is genuine, is a 
proof of these things— and yet, nurabile dictu , this, 
that was-to-be, tremendous institution, which was 
to raise up princerf and palaces, and break down 
every species of independence contrary to the 
will or wishes of tile paper-mongers, fell before 
the power of a few goose quills , directed^by truth, 
because its foundation was sandy! A happy deli- 
ver an ck to the people, and ah useful lesson to 

INORDINATE AMBITION, 

“ Views of the business to be transacted by the Sank of\ 
the Unitid States: 

[The figure* placed at the beginning of the line 
refer to the paragraphs in our comments.] 

fl) 6 per ct. icock owned by banfc, 310*0000 a 6 p. ct.— 1,360,000 

5 do. do. do. 7,000.000 o 5 “ — 


(3) Amount of specie, Ike. which may be miscounted, 

(see below*), 1 estimate at UfiOOfOQ a Op. eL—1,500000 


Annual receipt doll*. 3,110,000 


*Tht bank is to have in s pe ci e , doll*. 7JS00 MO 

It will have on deposits from the government and its 
agents, 8tc. 0,000,000 

It will have on deposite from merehants and others, SOOOjOOO 
It will have in harfd, received for drafts issued by it on 
apy place in the union, my. IfiOOfiOO 


' Makes, to discount upon, at above, dolt*. UjOOOfiOO 

u 2? *!**•" * boT * r ,e - 


350,000 shares at 10 per cent. or 10 dolt, per a 

to divide, per annum, 

(7) If 6 per cent, funded debt is worth 100 dollars, or t 
American stock market. United States 8 per cent, book iiou ■ 
in the same market, worth 133 1-3 dollars. 

If 5 per cent, stock m England is worth 100 dollars, as it is. 
United States bank slack, paying 8 per cent, at par, in Loaka 
is worth 160 dollars. 

Let the hank divide as k may, the above rota art a p pl ic abl e, and 
lead to certain and just results” ■ 

Ocy-Now let us compare these almost infinite cal- 
dilutions with the naked facts that we know, as to 
the “business transacted by the bank:” 

In the 15th vol. of the Keoistsh, page 456, there 
is a large table shewing the state of the bank, at 
sundry dates, from the time of its institution to 
November, 1818. We shall use the facts therein 
aff orded as far as they will go, and refer to others 
in our possession, that calculations and realities may 
stand side by side, for public edification or amuse- 
ment. 

(1.) The bank was to hold 21,000,000 of United 
States 6 per cent, stock, and draw an interest there- 
on — It appears by the report of the secretary of 
the treasury, that the whole amount which it ever 
held was 13,043,767, which he stopped the inte- 
rest upon anterior to September, 1817, by redeem- 
ing the principal — so this huge item amounted to 
nothing. See vol. XIII. page 242, 264* 

(2) The bank did hold and yet holds the 7,000,000 
of Sj)er cent ptock, on which the people of the V. 
S fate shave made a dead loss of $429,187 — see pre- 
sent vol. page 316. 

(3.) The bank was to have in specie 7,000,000 — 
its highest amount reported in the table above re- 
ferred to, was 2,739,626. It was to maintain a de- 
posite of 10,000,000 on public, and 5,000,000 on pri- 
vate account. For a month or two in 1817, anterior 
to the purchase of the stocks by government, the 
public deposite was heavy; but, in November, 1818; 
it amounted to only $1,385,190— and it is probable, 
that the monthly average will not exceed three or 
four millions, if it amounts to so much, from the 
date of the institution to the present day. The 
average of the individuals* deposites, in the table, 
was more than four millions, and herein the calcu- 
lation was tolerably correct. The highest amount 
of bills of exchange (foreign and domestic) held by 
the bank was 1,801,984— the lowest, 494,529— in- 
stead of 3,000,000, which was to have been regu- 
larly on hantl* received for domestic drafts, to be dw- 
counted upon. 

(4.) The permanent annual and current expense* 
have doubled, or trebled, the amount estimated, 
though, hereafter, they may not exceed this sum 
so much aa a half. The amount of “annual bad 
debts” have, thusfar 9 been eight or ten times great- 
er than the estimate!— and can hardly, at any time, 
however prudently the institution may be conduct- 
ed, fail to exceed the sum supposed. 

(5.) The bank was to purchase fifty millions — 
50,000,000— in sterling bills, to speculate upon!— 
This amount would, probgfily, have been greater 
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than ever was drawn, in one year, in all the United 
States, upon all the countries of Europe — and, per- 
haps, be treble the amount at this time negociated 
on England. This is a very wiid item, indeed. We 
do not believe that the bank has purchased “ster- 
ling bills,” except to pay for its own specie import- 
ed, or its own dividends so cunningly made payable 
in England, to the amount of one million a year, as 
articles of traffic — if any, at oil. 

(6.) The bank was to furnish drafts on distant 
offioes to the amount of forty millions— 40,000,000 
—a year. We cannot tell the amount furnished— 
but are satisfied that this item is as wild os the for- 
mer. Together, they shew that the idea was enter- 
tained of regulating the whole foreign and domestic 
trade of the United States, and of causing all the 
monied transactions of our dealing men to pass 
through the hands of the officers of the bank, at such 
shaving premiums as the president and directors 
should think fit to impose! 

(7.) This is not the fact— the charter is to expire 
in less than sixteen years, and the advance must be 
sunk; so that if a regular dividend of 8 per cent, is 
insurer!, the cash value of the stock, rating the inte- 
rest of money at 6 per cent, is now about 118 dolls. 
See vol. XIV, page 37, for some useful calculations 
on such matters. 

Further remark is useless— and the reader will 
either laugh at, or be sorry for, these strange no- 
tions, according to his humor. We have only to add 
a simple caution to the people, that they look about 
them well before they confide in new speculations 
in the stock of this bank, and new puffings that are 
made about it. There is nothing like malice in this 
caution— we are assured that the general interests 
of the institution are now carefully protected and 
promoted, evert, perhaps, to the detriment of (lie 
public welfare — but we think it morally impossi- 
ble, in the present state, of things, that the stock of 
the bank of the United States can really be worth 
more than its par value, if' se much, supposing mo- 
ney to be worth six per cent . “It ifesaid,” that the 
enormous losses of the bank will be retrieved by 
January next, and that a dividend will then be 
made, ft may be so. But the charter will determine 
by and bye, and what will become of all those cost- 
ly houses, &c. which are now counted as capital, as 
specie in the vaults? It is impossible that the charter 
will be renewed, unless we anticipate a victory 
over the people, by this monied corporation, that 
we tremble to think of— which we cannot suppose 
more probable than that the delectable director , 
whose letter we published in our last paper, should 
become king of North-America, because of his love 
for the country. 

P. S.— Before we leave this subject, we may ob- 
serve that the editor of the “Southern Patriot” has 
labored in Opposition to our remarks in the Rbois- 
tkr of the 1st ultimo, without, however, attempt- 
ing to impair the verity of what we stated. We 
are content that the facts are true, and the editor 
of that paper may explain them just as he pleases, 
lie talks of the bonus, 8tc. but “remembers to for- 
get” the advantages gained by the bank in its illegi- 
timate— tpaciiaskd charter. 


Missouri Question. 

SPEECH OF MR. BALDWIN, (OF PENN.) 

IX TUB IIOC8K OB RRPRF.SKXTATJVES. 

In discussing the right of congress to impose 
this restriction, gentlemen have confined them- 
selves to the enq !rv whether the constitution af- 
duett such limits to our povrert as prevent the exer- 


cise of this: 1 think it worth while to enquire whe- 
ther Congress have not limited themselves — though 
it were even doubtful Whether the constitution 
gives this power, yet, f apprehend, that if by a so- 
lemn treaty, to which the faith of the nation is 
pledged, and which has become the supreme law of 
the land, we have agreed not to exercise this pow- 
er— or, if we have already parted with and delegat- 
ed to another legislature, all the powers of internal 
legislation, without reserving a control or veto on 
their acts — if, in the whole course of our legislation 
for thirty years, there shall not only not be found 
a precedent for this restriction, but it shall be 
equally inconsistent with its principles and contra- 
dicted by the uniform practice of the government, 
gentlemen will at least pause before they assume it 
now. To these arguments, drawn from the Louisi- 
ana treaty, which have been so forcibly pressed on 
them, they reply; that, by the constitution, the ad- 
mission of new states is a matter on which congress 
alone can act — that the president and senate have 
no power to bind us by any treaty-stipulations in 
relation to this snhject — that to be valid, that part 
of the treaty must be ratified by us. By those who 
urge this argument, I hope it will be admitted, that 
if congress have once ratified this part of the treaty, 
it becomes binding as well on them as on France 
and the people; that a new ratification by any suc- 
cessive congress is not necessary. 1 beg them to 
attend to the act of confess, of 2d March, 1805,* 
declaring that the “inhabitants of the territory of 
Orleans. shall be admitted into the union upon the 
footing of the original states in all respects what- 
ever, conformably to the provisions of the third 
article of the treaty concluded at Paris on the 30th 
April, 1803, between the United States and the 
French repuETic.” In the latter clause there is a 

{ jrovision to guard against a declaration of my col- 
eague, that, if the people of Missouri would not 
consent to this restriction, he would reduce the 
state to the smallest limits. No alteration of boun- 
daries “shall be made which shall procrastinate the 
period for the admission of the inhabitants,” &c. 
When precedents are pressed on us, I must recom- 
mend this os coming from ourselves — it is the so- 
lemn ratification by the three branches of the go- 
vernment of the treaty which guaranties the ad- 
mission of the states formed out of Louisiana, on 
an equal footing in all respects with the original 
states; it is our own commentary on this article — I 
hope it may be coosidered as binding at least on our- 
selves. Even tyrants admit themselves bound by 
their own laws; for the honor of a republic, f hope 
we may not contend that when national faitli is 
pledged we may violate it with impunity. If there 
ever was a time when this nation ought to set an 
example of good faith, it is this — when we are ap- 
pealing, and successfully appealing, to the whole 

civilized world against the perfidy of Spain, when 

we are about engaging in a war to enforce the ful- 
filment of an unratified treaty; which, we say, is 
binding as a contract, and gives a right to the ter- 
ritory stipulated to be ceded, though that treaty 
has not passed through these forms, — perhaps is 
not, in substance, such as are necessary to give it a ' 
binding force. Spain p called on to fulfil— it has 
been recommended to you to occupy the country, 
and you may be called on to execute it by the pow- 
er of the nation; yet in the same session say, that 
a treaty made seventeen and ratified by yourselves 
fifteen years ago, after you have obtained posses- 
sion of all the rights stipulated in your favor, af ter 


3 vol. p. 630. 
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paying, to the foreign government all the money 
due to her, shall not be valid to secure to your own 
citizen* the performance of the stipulations in their 
favor. It is binding on France to give us the coun- 
try, — on us for the purchase money, but leaves the 
inhabitants no rights but such as flow from your 
sovereign pleasure. Sir, this is not the guarantee 
which the constitution gives for our national and 
political rights — we hold them by a higher tenure 
than your will — if their source can be traced to the 
constitution, a treaty or law, there are barriers in- 
terposed which you cannot pass without destroying 
the foundations of the government. No one has 
yet examined the relation in which we stand to the 
people of Missouri, and whether there do not re- 
sult from that relation, obligations as strongas those 
from the treaty. To ascertain this we must trace 
the organization of territorial governments. Though 
it is admitted by all that congress have, in the first 
instance, a power to legislate over the territories, 
there is much difference of opinion as to its source. 
An eminent senator, (Mr. King), derives it as an 
incident to sovereignty— others from that clause in 
the constitution authorizing the congress to dispose 
of and make all needful rules and regulations re- 
specting the territory and other property, Ac. 
This, 1 think, applies only to the national domain — 
that congress have no right to regulate what they 
cannot sell or dispose of, your*s and my personal and 
political rights, or those of communities, states, or 
the people. The source from which 1 derive the 
power is, as to the North-Western territory, the 
cession from Virginia; she had both soil and sove- 
reignty,— ceded both to us in full dominion, — un- 
limited, except by the terms of the cession and 
the general principles of the constitution, which 
afford equal protection to all within its sphere: so 
of Louisiana — by the cession from France, we ac- 
quired the sovereignty by the same authority as 
the soil, and hold both on the same tenure, until 
we part with either or both. In parting with a por- 
tion of the sovereignty, which is originally exclu- 
sively vested in tllis government by the organiza- 
tion of a local one, the first grade is to appoint a 
governor and judges; this is done under the authori- 
ty of congress— the people of the territory have no 
voice in their appointment; they are authorized to 
make laws, subject in all cases to the revision and 
veto of congress, to whom they must be reported 
from time to time, for their rejection or approba- 
tion; the laws are in force unless disapproved of, 
but may be altered by the legislature. When the 
free white male inhabitants amount to five thou- 
sand, they are authorized to elect representatives 
to the general assembly, who name ten persons of 
whom congress or the President select five, who 
compose the legislative council. Two branches of 
the legislature thus formed, they have authority to 
make laws in all cases for the good government of 
the district, subject to the veto of the governor, but 
not of congress: the only check or control which 
they retain is in the appointment of the govern- 
or and council. This is the general system 
prescribed by the ordinance of 1787, which has 
been applied generally to the new states;* in Loui- 
siana there was a legislative council in the first 
grade of government, but in other respects it con- 
formed to the ordinance .j- In admitting a territory 
to the second grade of territorial government, the 
general assembly is always vested with universal 
and unlimited powers of legislation. In the case 

• 1 vol. p. 476, 7, Ac. 

j 3 vol. p. <J04. 


of Missouri it is remarkably comprehensive — “The 
general assembly shall have power to make laws in 
all cases, civil and criminal, for the' good govern- 
ment of the people of said territory, not inconsis- 
tent with the constitution of the TJ. States/'* As 
to legislation for all internal purposes, this confer- 
ed as full powers as any state possessed; the only 
difference between a state and territorial govern- 
ment of the second grade, is, that in the latter, 
congress appoint the governor, judges and coun- 
cil, and the territory is not represented in the se- 
nate, and only by a delegate in this house; but the 
general assembly, once organized, has the same 
powers as a state— congress have no veto in either 
case, and can legislate in a territory np more than 
in a state, except os to the public property for 
federal purposes, or on'subjects over which, in the 
acts organizing the territorial governments, they 
have retained a control. It would, indeed, be in- 
consistent with the first principles of a republican 
government, that a power once delegated without 
reserve or condition, could at pleasure be revoked, 
resumed, or exercised, concurrently, by both con- 
gress and a local legislature. While this law for 
admitting Missouri to the second grade of govern- 
ment is in force, their general assembly has univer- 
sal powers of legislation; if congress can interfere 
in tllis, they can in any other subject of internal 
policy— a penal code, the rules of evidence, the 
descent of property, recording of deeds, Ac. It 
would be absurd to contend that there is a concur- 
rent power of legislation — which law, in that case, 
is to prevail? Both are made by the same authority; 
one directly, the other by delegation: it would be 
a gross violation of our plighted legislative faitb. 
In the first grade of government there is a veto 
reserved, in the second none; there is notice in 
one case, none in the other. The best evidence 
that congress intended to part with their whole 
ower as to internal policy is, that the laws passed 
y the general assembly need not be reported to 
them, as in the the case of those made by the go- 
vernor and judges. I never expected to be obliged 
to contend on this floor, that we could not govern 
a people whom we had authorized to govern them- 
selves, — that the powers of self-government were 
revokable at pleasure, even without a repeal of the 
law which conferred them — that there should be 
on our statute book a law telling to the people of 
Missouri, you are free, you may govern yourselves, 
your representatives may make laws in all cases, 
civil and criminal, for your good government— but 
with this law in force we will govern you ah we 
please. If the high powers of legislation, of self- 
government, can be revoked at will— if we are not 
bound by our own acts and laws, I think that in our 
zeal to make slaves free, we make freemen slaves. 
The essence of freedom is self-government by 
representatives: tyranny, in being governed by 
those who do not represent us. There is no con- 
nection between us and the people of Missouri — 
they are now governed by their own representa- 
tives; yet we are now asserting a principle capable 
of no limitation as to internal policy or regulation, 
until we reach, as my colleague says, the point 
when Missouri will be nolongerfit to associate with 
other states; or, as the gentleman from New- York 
tells you, bring her rights to annihilation. If this 
principle of the right of congress to exercise legis- 
lative powers in an organized territory is constitu- 
tional, why may they not exercise them in a state’ 
if the powers of self-government may be revoked 

* 4 voi. 438. — — — — 
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as to Missouri, they may in Illinois. A state govern- 
ment is but one grade in advance of a territorial 
one, it equally owes its existence to our laws; and 
I know of no legal principle which makes any dif- 
ference in their binding force. If a charter is grant- 
ed to a borough, bank, turnpike, or insurance com- 
pany, there is always authority to make by-laws. 
The legislative history of the country does not af- 
ford an instance of a revocation of one of those 
charters, or an exercise by legislation of powers 
delegated to those petty corporations. In the Dart- 
mouth College case, decided at the last supreme 
court, tliis principle was fully settled. A charter 
was granted to that college in 1769, with a certain 
number of trustees; in, say 1814, the legislature of 
New-Hampshire added to the number of the trus- 
tees without the consent of the old ones : the court 
decided that the latter law was unconstitutional 
and void. If it was incompetent for the supreme 
power of a state to even add to the number of a 
board of trustees, for literary purposes — if they 
could not thus, in a matter not destructive of the 
objects of the corporation, or the substantial rights 
of the corporators, interfere at all — if the constitu- 
tion of the country thus throws a guard round all 
the small incorporations— if the universal opinion 
and practice of the country thus holds them sacred 
and protects their rights, not only from destruction 
but invasion, interference and concurrent regula- 
tion— can it be possible that a whole nation is to be 
disfranchised, that seventy thousand people, who 
have now under your own laws and a solemn treaty, 
the rights of self-government, the right to create the 
same petty corporations which would be protected by 
the supreme court of the union from even your control 
are yet not protected in their rights? For eight 
ears they have enjoyed the rights of election and 
een governed by t their own legislature. You have 
not the power, sir, to bring them under your so- 
vereign power — under laws which you may please 
to make for them. You may as well revoke your 
grants of land as of political power— the latter are 
indeed, the most sacred and precious; both are held 
under legislative grants— some of our dearest rights 
are derived from laws, not the constitution, — the 
writ of habeas corptis; but once granted, they be- 
come inviolable and imprescriptible. It is my prin- 
ciple to enforce obedience to the laws, but there 
are r.ghts of that kind which rise above discu* Jon 
and swell beyond argument— if invaded by legisla- 
tive power, I would repel the usurpation by force.* 

If in the exercise of this power there could be 
any rule laid down, which would define the cases 
where Congress could interfere, after parting with 
general powers of legislation, there would be less 
danger in the imposing of this restriction; but its 

• There are no rights of which a free people are 
so tenacious as political: of suffrage, self-govern- 
ment, representation. The revocation of the char- 
ters of some of the English cities, was one main 
cause of their revolution. In the declaration of 
independence, our complaint against the king is 
“for taking away our charters, abolishing our most 
valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms 
of our government.” Would not the people of 
Missouri say this with truth to us, if we legislate 
within her jurisdiction on matters delegated to 
them? In another part of the same instrument, it 
is declared that “legislative powers, incapable of 
annihilation, have returned to the people at large 
for their exercise.” Yet the powers here spoken 
qf, were conferred hy a charter only from the king, 
not by an act of parliament. 


friends admit there is none, and thus derive this 
power on the broad principle that we may impose 
any condition on the admission of a state, compel 
them to alter all their institutions, when they are 
now as free and have the same power and rights as 
any state in the union; that we may rightfully re- 
fuse them admission, and retain them in a colonial 
State, till they will surrender rights which they en- 
joy by our own grant and charter — which are se- 
cured and guaranteed to them by the tre:ty under 
which this country become a part of our empire, 
subject to our laws. But if you had the power to 
thus grant and revoke, create and destroy at plea- 
sure, political sovereign rights of the highest kind— 
is it sound policy, will it add to the real solid power 
or permanence of this government? Remember, it 
rests for support not on bayonets, but the affection, 
the confidence of the people — that its strength is 
moral, not physical — operating by influence, not 
fear or force — efficient, not by the mere bond 
which holds us together, but by the ties of mutual 
interest which unite free and independent states. 
Destroy the confidence which is now felt in your 
legislative acts, your faith, your duty, to diffuse to 
ail alike the blessings of liberty and self-govern- 
ment — you merit the fate which is sure to befal in- 
ordinate ambition. The physical force of this na- 
tion is in its component parts—there it -ought to be, 
there it will be; it is neither your duty or right to 
destroy or impair, but to control and direct it in 
national emergencies. If you attempt to draw 
from theirs, to increase your powers, you will find 
that consolidation is weakness — the destruction of 
one involves all,— adhere to the principles of the 
constitution, the states cannot only defond them- 
selves but you. The late war was a striking illus- 
tration of this principle; here you were defence- 
less and wrtiiout resources — the states were sound 
and vigorous— Kheir means ample and efficient — 
their affection and patriotism saved the country. 

We have heard much of precedents, have been 
told that for thirty years restrictions have been 
imposed on new states — they have been quoted 
from pamphleteers, who seem, in writing on tlus 
subject, to have taken on themselves more than they 
can turn over; they have not traced these to their 
source— have looked only to those acts which in au- 
thorising the admission of new states have enume- 
rated the conditions — they have not gone back to 
the original acts which imposed them: had they 
have done so, it would have been found that there 
is not a solitary instance, in thirty years, of a new 
condition being imposed on anew state at the time 
of her application for admission. — In every instance 
they have been imposed while congress retained 
the powers of legislation, before the territory was 
admitted to the second grade of government, or in 
perfect accordance with the terms of the laws 
which conferred on the people the powers of le- 
gislation. There is not an instance of one act of 
congress passed on a subject of mere internal po- 
licy, after a local legislature had been organized. 
The ordinance of 1787 has been relied on as the 
great source of this power to impose restrictions 
and conditions on new states— gentlemen opposed 
to the restriction have felt themselves so pushed as 
to deny its force and to call it an usurpation. It 
must be a clear case before I could apply this term 
to an act of the old -congress, which has been so 
often sanctioned by this. I fully and freely ad- 
mit its validity and binding force;— to ascertain its 
character we must look to the situation of tho 
country to which it applied; — It wat a wilderness, 
the Indian title not extinguished, Virginia had ne* 
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Ter taken possession of it, had exercised no acts slaves and always have had them: here j* a prece- 
of sovereignty over it, her writs never run there, dent in point, and I hope will not be without it* 
she had organized no courts, the United States had weight in the body which made it, at least with 
made do grant of land, it was before Cutler and those members whose names are recorded in the 
Sergeant er Simms* purchase, there was not an journal [Journal 1818-19, page SO, 31], who press 
individual settled there under authority from Vi* us so much with precedents which have no appli- 
ginia or the old congress-cur’s were the rights of cation. I hope they have not established one which 
conquest, the inhabitants of Detroit, Vincennes and they are unwilling to follow. Precedents are to 
Kaskaakia settled under the British and French go- be respected if settled deliberately, and have been 
vernmenta — they were a conquered people, had for a scries of years uniform; but they must have 
no political rights: 4 * this government was under no a practical application, must grow out of the same 
obligation to them, and was free to exercise all or similar facts, must be in their great features the 
the rights of sovereignty as they had acquired them same: such I admit the ordinance of 1787 to be, in 
from Virginia; on whom then was usurpation to any territory situated as the North Western was at 
met? There were no rights to he usurped. In the time of its adoption, but it can have no applies- 
this situation, before any power was parted with tiontoone which was settled, containing 70,000 inha- 
by congress, before any could be conferred on the bitants, governed by a local legislature, for eight 
people, the ordinance imposed what are called years, in the complete, in the full enjoyment of legist 
conditions — to secure religious liberty, the writ lative powers for all the purposes of internal policy, 
of habeas corpus, trial by jury, &c.; the inhabitants A law may be vslid when there are no rightsto be im- 
to pay their portion of taxes — the legislature pot paired in its operation over a wilderness, but not in 
to interfere with the primary disposal of the soil, a territory organized under pre-existing laws with- 
holds of the United States not to be taxed, those out cqntrol or restraint: Such is the difference bp- 
of non-residcniq not higher than residents, the na- tween Missouri and the North Western territory. — 
vigablc waters to be commbn-highways, free to all Thirty -three years ago, when the subject is traced 
Use citizens of the United States. These were no through all the acts of congress, H will be found 
conditions on an existing population or restraints that our course of legislation has not been a blind 
on an organized legislature; they were merely de- one; it has been for thirty years uniform and con- 
claratory of the terms and conditions on which the sistent; all conditions and restrictions have been 
country should be settled and governed. When imposed before any local legislature has been orga- 
thc population amounted to 60,UU0, they were' to qized, while congress retained and before they had 
be admitted into the union on ap equal foqting with delegated their powers. As the case of Louisiana 
the original states. “There Shall be neither slavery has been much relied on, I will refer to that without 
nor involuntary servitude within the said territory,” fatiguing you with examining the others — In 1798* 
&c In admitting into the union the states form- (yol. 3d. 40,380.) the government of the Mississip- 
ed out of these territories, these provisions haye pi territory was directed to be organized in all re- 
been retained and inserted anew in the law, as e%'i- spects on the same footing as the ordinance of 1787, 
donee that they continued in force as part of the except the 6th article. In 1005 (3d. vol. 649), tha^ 
laws of the country, not as conditions of their ad- of Orleans was directed to be in all respects similar 
mission— for they were binding from the first set* to Mississippi, and the ordinance was extended to 
tlcment: they were not so much restraints as ppces- it in all respects, except the 6th article and the 
sary to ensure a republican form of government, part relating to descents. — This brought all the pro- 
the rights of the public and individuals to their visjpns of that ordinance to bear on this territory, 
land, and the use qf public highways. These were without any npw specification or recital, before 
matters in which cqngress had ap interest, and were congress had parted with their legislative powerv 
pot only authorized but bound to place beyond the before nny general assembly was organized. In 
control of the new states. Tho* their admission was authorizing the people to form a constitution in 
bottomed on this ordinance, yet it must be upder- 1811, (4 vol. 328), there was no new condition im- 
stood as applicable to those articles which were posed; all which are enumerated in this act were 
permanent in their nature and application, as well contained in the ordinance of 1787, which had been 
to their existence as states or territories. The 6th in force since 1805 — one was apparently new but 
article, respecting slavery, is not so in its terms and not really so; it was that which required them, to 
has not been so considered by congress; its bind- keep their records and publish the laws in the same 
ing force is confined to the territorial state— such language in which the laws of the union were pro- 
is its fair construction and such is the construction ‘tppTgated: it was well remarked by the speaker that 
which no longer agothap last session was put upon this did not prevent them from keeping and pub- 
it by this house— hot in silence or without delibera- fishing them likewise in the French language. But 
tion, reflection and solemn argument. When the in looking at the act of 1790 (2 vol. 102, 3,) in re- 
constitution oflllinois was presented to us, it was lation to recqrds, judicial proceedings and tne pub- 
found not to conform to thp ordinance of 1787, in lie acts of a state, and the act of 1804 (3d. vol. 604, 
the exclusion and abolitiqp of slavery— on com- 5), it will appear clearly that it had been imposed 
paring their provisions they were inconsistent — in substance, and by necessary implication, at so 
file gentleman from New York, who moved this early a period as in the first law passed after we 
amendment last year, objected to the admission of took possesion of the country. The ordinance of 
Illinois oil this account— there was a short but an *87 was never applied tp Missouri, but in the laws 
animated discussion; it was contended that the or- organizing their government all it9 provisions are 
dinattce did not extend to states and was not bind- inserted. Such will be found the uniform practice 
ing on them, and to thio home decided by a majority of this government without a single exception; a 
qf 1 17f to 34. In the senate there was no objection solitary precedent cannot be produced of a condU. 
— Illinois was admitted; she and Indiana qow have tion imposed under circumstances like the present. 

— By looking only at the laws which authorize the 

* By the cession from Virginia they were protect- people of territories to form constitutions and state 
ed in their property. governments, and not at the original acts which 

^56 from the non-slave holding states. prescribed those conditions, thp error has arisen of 
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considering the right of imposing restrictions as 
sanctioned by the uniform practice of this govern- 
ment. I hope to hear no more of these precedents 
as justifying this amendment — I claim their benefit 
and ask of this house to be consistent with former 
congresses— follow their course, restrain where you 
have power and before you part with it — impose 
any salutary restrictions while you are organiz- 
ing your territories, guard and protect all rights 
worthy of your protection, but do not now, for 
the first time in the history of our government, 
stretch your own powers to the destruction of 
the rights of others, your own faith and the prin- 
ciples of the constitution. When you are called 
on to exercise this power, it is a sufficient an- 
swer to say you have parted with and conferred it 
on another legislature, which, acting within its de- 
legated powers, is beyond your control — as su- 
preme ,as you are in yours. This answer applies 
conclusively to any exercise of legislative powers 
in a territory, let the original power come from 
either of the sources whence it is claimed: if, as an 
incident to sovereignty, the incident cannot attach 
after the sovereignty has ceased or been transferred 
—if, .under the authority to make rules and regu- 
lations, the act of organizing a local legislature 
with general powers, is a rule and regulation, a con- 
stitutional execution of the authority— if, by ces- 
sion from France, it has been ceded to the people 
by congress— so that it ceases to be so indispensa- 
ble to enquire whether the constitution has limited 
our powers, it is enough that we have affixed limits 
ourselves.- There was a time when this restriction 
could have been imposed. In 1812, when Missouri 
was admitted to the second grade of territorial go- 
vernment, we had the undoubted power — I wish it 
, had been then exercised: when that law was under 
discussion two of the representatives from Penn- 
sylvania, one of whom was lately, the other now is 
a member of the senate, offered an amendment 
similar to the one now proposed— it was debated, 
but rejected by a large majority. This was evi- 
dence of the opinion of that congress of the opera- 
tion of the treaty— it afforded a renewed pledge to 
the people that they were left to their own discre- 
tion, on this as on all qther subjects of internal poli- 
cy and domestic relations. 

This restriction is called a compact and much has 
been said to prove that states have power to make 
them. I freely admit that congress has power to 
make compacts with old states, new states, and 
states in a state of betweenity, and states with each 
other.* but they must be on subjects where con- 
gress has an interest in the subject matter— when 
they relate to the rights of the public, of indivi- 
duals, or the terms on which theirlands are to be 
sold and a new territory settled. The compactpit- 
ed between us and Pennsylvania was for the sale of 
the triangle; between ours and other stated, for the 
settlement of boundaries and before the adoption 
of the present constitution; between the old and 
new stktes about to be erected within their boun- 
daries, are authorised by the express words of the 
constitution. The gentleman from Ohio contends 
that this bill contains a restriction that the state 
shall not tax lands for five years after they are sold 
by the United States; by examining it, it will be 
found to be expressly offe^l for their free accept- 
ance or rejection — if accepted, there is a commu- 
tation for this exemption from taxation, that 5 per 
cent, of the whole proceeds of the sales are appro- 
priated for roads, certain sections in each townships 
set apart for schools or places of worship. Hut 
though rejected the state is not to be deprived of 


the right of admission into the union: The United 
States lia vy an interest too'in the lands, until they 
are paid tor — they retain the fee simple, the pur- 
chaser has an equitable title wliich can become pex*- 
fect only by the payment of the purchase money — 
it is forfeited and the land reverts if not paid* But 
in litis case, this condition is not offered as a corn- 
act— it is compulsory on Missouri; we declare to 
er she shall not be admitted, unless she incorpo- 
rates this provision into her constitution— it is not 
agreement but force, by withholding from her all 
federal rights. It is not a subject in which we have 
any interest* it is a matter in which every state has 
been left to herself; it is a condition never before 
offered. She claims admission under the treaty on 
an /equal footing in all respects with the original 
states, conformably to the principles of the federal 
constitution, which expressly secure to her the 
right to a federal representation, place the subject 
matter beyond our control and would render even 
void a compact for their surrender. She asks you 
for no new powers, to confer on her no new rights; 
the law of 1812 secures internal,— the treaty, fede- 
ral rights. She only asks you to redeem your 
pledge, fulfil your old treaty in good faith, not to 
make a new one. She asks to be included within 
the union, to be permitted to sign, to become a 
party to the national compact— the terms of which 
are explicit, defining what powers a state surren- 
ders, reserving the residue.* 

In opposing this amendment, which accotdswith 
my wishes* my feelings and my principles, I must 
not be misunderstood. It was not my desire to 
trespass on your patience— I should not have done 
so had not my situation been a particular one. No 
member of this house has a stronger dislike to sla- 
very, none can have stronger or more powerful in- 
ducements to vote for this restriction, fewer local, 
personal or political ones to vote against it; but 
none can be powerful enough to induce me to act 
when I am perfectly convinced that I am forbidden 
by the constitution, the treajy and our own laws. In 
a question involving all the great principles of our 
government, my conscience and my oath concerned, 

I must be governed by their dictates. I ought to 
have been let alone, no one had a right to question 
my motives or wish me to act against my conviction 
— but letters have been written to my district re- 
questing meetings to be called to instruct me, who 
am called “the only advocate for slavery in repub- 
lican Pennsylvania/* In self defence, it is my duty 
to give my reasons and to repel this charge. It 
was painful enough forme to be unable to comply 
with the unanimous request of the legislature of 
my state, to differ from perhaps all my colleagues, 
friends with whom it is my pride and pleasure to 
act; it was a ruthless hand which interposed be- 

*No new state but Louisiana has declared its 
adoption of the constitution. If its admission opens 
a negociation cm matters of mere internal policy or 
federal rights, if it is considered as any more than 
adding a new party to an old contract which was to 
be uniform in its application, it would seem neces- 
sary for each state to adopt it. New states delegate 
no powers to congress, the authority by which they 
legislate for general purposes, by which their laws 
extend to, and are binding on new states, is not from 
a new compact — but by the application of the old 
from the time of admission, which, in itself ope- 
rates as a delegation of all the powers which the old 
states have given tip, and none oilier. The power to 
admit new states Hrfullyexecuted by their beingjul- 
mitted — in the|form ami manner sanctioned by usage. 
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tween me and my neighbors, at home, to instruct try is a wilderness, the Indian title is unexting-uisttf- 
me to violate ray oath. Sir, 1 am no advocate for ed, you have the same full powers of sovereignty as 
ala very, and when there is the power, no one will were ceded by France, unembarrassed by any trea- 
go further or more cheerfully to abolish it. It must ty or legislative act. There are no people to whom 
be remembered that we did nof form the constitu- you have imparted powers, or on whom you have 
tion, but found it adopted as a rule for our conduct, conferred any rights — there are none but your 
si guide to our powers, the charter which gave us own. That part of the territory is in the same situa- 
jtxistence. If it is my painful duty to be obliged t|on as the northwestern at the time of the ordi- 
to depart from what now sectm* to be the opinion nance, and I cordially hope we shall all join in 
of our legislature, it is a Satisfaction to feel lily- following th'eijr example in meeting where Our fa- 
Nelf following what it was in 1815, on the same sub- thers met. Hie people of the south need not be 
ject— slavery, slave representation and conditions alarmed — they were not alarmed in 1787, but 
nn the admission of new states. In 1814, during unanimously consented to the ordinance. Thepro- 
our struggle for existence with a powerful enemy, posed restriction on the new territories impair* no 
the Ifari fol d Convention, for political purposes, aim- rights, political or of property — it goes no further 
ied at the existence of our government— recom- than the ordinance. It is called a compromise- 
mended to the several states amendments to the the term is misapplied, it surrenders or impairs no 
constitution to effect the same objects which are, to existing right; but points out the true line of consli- 
l?e accomplished by this amendment. The consti- tutional power consistently, and supported by an 
lution was not then even ii: their opinion strong uniform series of legislation for more than thirty 
enough— it was necessary to amend it, to give this years. On this subject I am happy in having had 
power to congress. Now, that the proposition an opportunity of recording my vote against the 
comes forward under the speciouf garb of religion, extension, in favor of the restriction of slavery ui 
morality s^nd philanthropy, it seems that our consti- th e new territories over which we have the powerj 
tutional powers can be stretched to the proper tiHs vote shews who are not the advocates of slavery, 
point. Among other propositions of the Hartford who will stop it when they can by the execution of 
Convention , submitted to our legislature for their our acknowledged constitutional powers, 
concurrence, were the following: It is not improper even in this stage of this de- 

••Tliat representatives and direct taxes should be bate, to state the question before us. Missouri 
apportioned among the stales according to the claims admission under the treaty and constitution, 
number of free persons.** no objections are made except on the subject of 

u rhp-t no new state should be admitted without slavery; it is admitted that her population is sufti- 
the concurrence of two thirds of both houses of cient, but the attempt is made to exclude her un- 

congress.” less a provision is inserted in her constitution, eman- 

The report of the committee of the senate, whiph cipating the issue of slaves now there, and those who 
was unanimously adopted by both Branches, is well may hereafter be brought into the state; to make this 
worthy perusal; on the slave representation it is irrevocable, by being the fundamental condition on 
both able and conclusive: I will read that part which which alone she shall be allowed to enjoy a partici- 
rulatesto the admission of new states (Niles* Regis- pation in the blessings of this government It is 


worthy of the serious consideration of her repre- this mode is resorted to »» a means of compelling 
pentatives; then it was her opinion that new terms the people to do whut it seems we have uot the 
of admission could not be prescribed, that it was not power to effect otherwise tlian by condition. ThiA 
in the powep and did not depend on the discretion opens a new source of legislative powers of the 
of congress £o go beyond the tenor of ihc original most dangerous kind, because they are in their na- 
stipulalion* made with the people of the territory, ture perfectly undefined. Legislation by condition 
2 belieyc it yet & be their opinion if the question is of all others perhaps the most dangerous; when 
was fairly stated. I speak with perfect respect of we have not the direct power, it will lead to all 
the legislature, but the person who drew the pre- kinds of bartering and huckstering to attempt to 
■ amble to their resolution has not stated the question assume it by conditions, as the price on which we 
fairly: He asserts— that “a measure was ardently will do an act of justice or favor. It is a mode un- 
supported in the last congress, and will be as ear- known to the constitution which gives powers di- 
nestly urged during tlie existing session, a measure rectly when it gives them at all— rby these means it 
in brief which proposes io spread the crimes and may be so modified by condition as to take from it 
cruelties of slavery from the banks of the Mississip- all its most valuable features, and shape it to meet 
pi to the shores of the Pacific.*? Sir, there was no the various bargains which may be made to increase 
such measure proposed at the last or the present or diminish the subjects of its jurisdiction. No case 
sess’onj'therc is none such now before you. The can more strikingly illustrate this danger than the 
bill fbr the admission of Idissouri contains no such amendment now on your table; it seems to me to be 
provision, it leaves this like all other.subjects of in- not only not authorised by the constitution, butab- 
vernal policy, to be regulated by the people as it is solutcly and expressly prohibited; it aim$ at the 
Regulated in all the states, new and old — as we said principle of representation, which is not oqly most 
last year tlpd Illinois might regulate it. The word clearly defined in its operation but guarded with X 
extension ofslaveiy has become very common; yet cape not only peculiar but exclusive, a care applied 
it is known to have existed in Missouri from its first to no other provision. All other parts may be 
settlement and during the sixteen yearn it has been amended in the manner pointed out in the 5th arti- 
in our possession; it existed in 181C, when it was in cle, at any time; hut for 20years, it is placed beyond 
your power to abolish and refused— it is now 9anc- the power of even a convention to alter or amend 
lioned and protected by every obligation which that part whi'ch relates to the census or enumeration 
can bind a government to the people. But it will prescribed in the second and ninth. sections of the 
be your fault if it does extend beyond the propos- first article. The representation in the senate is 
it! Boundaries of Mt&ouri; uortU and w est the coun- forever protected unless by the cen^rtf of U* 
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slate. This is unequivocal evidence that this was a 
subject of all others which the convention thought 
^nost dangerous to the permanence of the govern* 
ment. The adjustment of representation in both 
branches was the most difficult task — it was a great 
jiational compromise on which the constitution 
was built — without which it could never have 
been formed, and with the destruction of which it 
must fall. It extended to the old and then existing 
as well as the new states, and that not by implica- 
tion but express words, “among the several states 
which may be included within this union.'* To con- 
fine it to the old states, gentlemen must strike these 
words from the constitution; while they remain 
there, their construction contradicts its explicit lan- 
guage. The words of the constitution are impera- 
tive — there is no discretion in congress. “Repre- 
sentatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned." 
As soon as a state is included in the union, her right 
to federal representation becomes absolute. If you 
impose a condition that it shall be only on her free 
population, when the constitution says it shall be on 
three fifths of the slaves— she claims the benefit of 
that provision which says yes, your condition says 
no — thus, in direct collision with the constitution, 
your condition must give way. This amendment 
does not in terms contradict the constitutional in- 
juction, but it does it in substance in the most effec- 
tual manner, by taking away and destroying the 
subject matter on which it can operate. You can- 
not destroy or impair the principle directly, but de- 
feat its application by this new mode ofjegislaling 
by condition. The parts of the constitution on 
which this restriction has been placed, have been 
too ably discussed for me to trouble you with my 
ideas. But to settle the general principles of con- 
struction, it is all important they ought to be at 
rest. My political principles have ever taught me 
to take this instrument as we received it from its 
founders, as we are told in the Revelations to take 
the book of the prophecy— “If any man shall add 
unto these things, if any man Bhall take away from 
the words of this book” — l will not repeat the 
curse. This is the rule by which this book of the 
constitution is to be examined: Add nothing to it, 
take nothing from it, interpolate no construction or 
implied powers; take nothing from it by calling an 
express power an use or purpose— give to every 
word its full meaning, do not narrow or fritter it 
down by refinement. This, sir, if the practical 
common sense meaning of it, as understood by 
the people at the time of its adoption. By looking 
at it they could tell what powers were surren- 
dered and what Were retained. There was then, 
there is yet, an almost instinctive feeling, result- 
ing from an implied, tacit, general understand- 
ing, that this was a government of limited pow- 
ers, clearly defined in the constitution. At all 
times when a power is claimed by congress, the 
general question ip, in what part of the constitu- 
tion is it contained?— not whether it is necessa- 
ry, proper or expedient. The universal under- 
standing of the country has been, that the constitu- 
tion was made to give new powers to congress, not 
merely to impose restraints on pte-existing ones or 
those resulting from general sovereignty; this ne- 
cessarily results from the principle of delegation, a 
confering of * part from the supreme source of 
power, the people. The rest is retained. The 
people of this country never have nor never will 
submit to the doctrine of implied constuctive pow- 
ers; their assumption by congress has always created 
convulsions; it always will, because they are felt as 


a violation of the public faith, as usurpations of the 
creature from the creator. 

The sedition act caused such agitations through- 
out this nation that it was the main cause of a ra- 
dical change in the administration. The people 
would not bear it; in its operation it did not pro- 
duce oppression— it had a “beneficent object in 
view,” the punishment of falsehood; it did not af- 
fect the publication of truth. You and I, sir, have 
no objection to the punishment of lying, but would 
protest against the assumption of the power by a 
tribunal who could only efiept this purpose by a 
violation of the constitution. We abhor slavery, 
but cannot consent to its abolition by a body who 
are forbidden to act on it. The charter of a bank 
caused a great excitement, which has been increas- 
ed by its renewal; here you see the effect of the 
assumption of constructive powers — and this sub- 
ject gives me the opportunity of saying, that it is 
not the doctrine of Pennsylvania that congress 
have any implied powers. 1 am here asserting her 
principles, obeying the instruction of her legisla- 
ture, sent to me this session on this subject. It is 
not my fault that 1 cannot obey them all. T must 
select those most consistent with her general and 
uniform principles, the oldest. She not only de- 
nies the powers of congress to charter a bank, but 
has directed an appeal to be made to the states to 
prevent its exercise, and ha* requested her repre- 
sentatives here to use their exertions to procure 
the adoption of such an amendment. Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, Virginia, Tennessee, and perhaps some 
others, have agreed to it. Ohio speaks still loud- 
er— she not only taxes but collects a tax from the 
branches of this bank. This is evidence of the na- 
tional sentiment on implied powers— it is in ac- 
cordance with the constitution itself; and tills sen- 
timent will grow— -every year's experience shews 
the danger of using powers not delegated. This 
question should be an awful warning to us: in what 
a state is the country — in what a state are we here 
— why is there such unusual agitation and anxiety? 
At the opening of this session, the eyes of the peo- 
ple were tumed to us with unusual expectation; 
all the great interests of the nation in relation to 
revenue, commerce, manufactures, bankrupt law, 
foreign affairs, were before us— we are now at the 
close of the third month of the session — not one of 
these subjects have been acted on — all have been 
neglected, abandoned as not deserving our atten- 
tion: every thing is absorbed in this, which derives 
not its importance from its mere subject matter, 
but the mighty principles it brings under discus- 
sion. It is an awful question— your attention to it 
so long, the dreadful agitation it has excited, are 
indications that the fate of the government de- 
pends on it. It is whether there are any limits to 
our powers; whether there is any tie which binds 
us to the people; whether laws, treaties, or the 
constitution, can restrain us— or we may assume 
powers as broad as our discretion, unlimited as our 
opinion of their expediency, boundless as the neces- 
sity which we may create, as an apology for their 
assumption. 

1 do not understand the meaning of the word ne- 
cessity, in legislation; it means any thing or nothing: 
I want a measure, and say it is necessary — you do 
not want and deny both its necessity and propriety. 
Before we part, I shall tell the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Randolph), that it is necessary to protect 
manufactures — he will deny the whole hypothesis; 
if, then, implied powers are to be used because 
there is a necessity, by whose opinion or what rule 
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will you test them? We can agree as to what is 
contained in the constitution, but cannot as to what 
ought to be there— what is proper and necessary. 
That its framers did not intend that new sources of 
power should be opened by construction — that the 
parties to its ratification did not so intend it, is ma- 
nifest from this— all the important powers necessa- 
ry to put this government into operation, to give it 
strength, vigor and permanency, are expressly de- 
legated; but they are guarded by checks in the 
name instrument, and the amendments, which are 
a part. But to constructive powers there are none; 
perfectly undefined, they are incapable of limita- 
tion or control, except by the same discretion 
which brings them into existence: the safety of the 
people, the security of the states, rests not in the 
great charter, but yoUr pleasure — your opinion of 
what is proper and necessary. When a power is 
claimed which is admitted by its advocates to be 
capable of no limitation but your discretion, your 
opinion of its necessity, propriety, or expediency, 
— words which mean any thing or nothing, I at 
once deny it as not contained in but subversive of 
the constitution— as inconsistent with its vital prin- 
ciples. Taxation, the all-important power, must 
be uniform— its application is prescribed; but there 
can be no bounds to this claim tolnterfere with the 
internal policy of a state; it applies to one as well 
as to another subject — to all as well as any one. It 
is not to be believed that the states should, in the 
tenth amendment, declare all powers not delegated 
reserved to them or the people, yet leave their 
whole internal policy, their domestic relations, at 
your mercy. Their regulation formed none of the 
objects of the confederacy — states could regulate 
their internal affairs, — but it was necessary to ere- 
ate a government to whom should be confided the 
foreign, general and federal concerns, such as re- 
lated to the whole, not to any one part. I admit 
that when a measure comes home to our feelings 
of humanity and philanthropy, there are strong 
temptations to the exercise of a power—we feel 
desirous of finding it somewhere: — there is no sub- 
ject on which we ought to be more guarded. Pre- 
cedents will not be without their influence; you 
find them relied on to support this amendment — 
observe their progress, the danger of adopting 
them: you are called upon to impose this restric- 
tion on Missouri, because the ordinance of 1787 
imposed it on the North Western territory; yet one 
was a wilderness — Missouri is q settled territory, 
organized and governing itself: you imposed them 
in relation to public lands, &c. therefore it is said 
you may impose this — if you can impose one con- 
dition you may another — if on one subject, on all 
alike. Can there be a more dangerous principle 
which thus leads you to enquire not what the con- 
stitution authorizes, but what congress have done? 
Not to make that instrument, but our own legisla- 
tion, the test, the evidence, the boundary pf our 
power? You begin by implying a power from the 
constitution, by a doubtful, far-stretched construc- 
tion, that becomes as supreme and less limited than 
an express one,— from that you imply another, 
equally supreme with the first implication, equally 
necessary and proper; that begets another — thus 
you go on, indefinitely, adding implication to im- 
plication, construction to construction; each new 
implied power the centre of a new system, the 
germ of new ones, like wire-grass, taking root at 
ever)* joint, each root prolific of scions, each point- 
ing to the original stalk, forming a part of the ori- 
ginal system. Your constitution will soon remind 
us of the $f?ncalogical tables in Blackstone’s com- 


mentaries — like the common ancestor, John Stile* 
propositus, placed so high in the table, you cannot 
see him; his descendants, their childrens* children 
even to the twentieth generation, branching put 
till they would cover these walls: their features or 
affinity could be traced or recognized, not by their 
resemblance, but only by their reference to- the 
common stock. This is no fanciful comparison— 
the case cited by my colleague shews it to be found- 
ed in fact; he relies on the precedent of the bank 
as authorizing this amendment. It will be instruc- 
tive to trace this doctrine of constructive powers in 
the history of this institution: when it was fint 
chartered, it was thought an assumption of power; 
the right to create corporations, to grant charters, 
could not be found in the constitution, but it was 
necessary and proper: when the charter expired 
it was neither necessary, proper, or constitutional 
to renew it. In creating the present, it was neces- 
sary and proper that the charter should be sold 

1,500,000 dollars were paid in consideration of the 
exclusive privilege: there is a new implication; a 
charter is granted, not because necessary for the 
operations of government, feut because we were 
paid for it— we received our price and closed our 
bargain. This is a specimen of legislation by con- 
dition, bargaining, trsficking, huckstering, i had 
never before thought that the powers of this go- 
vernment depended on the price to be paid am 
their exercise; but a third implication was necessary 
and proper. Future congresses might not like this 
bargain, but wish to make their own — they, to* 
might be disposed to sell charters; to prevent this, 
in violation of the flret principles of legislation, 
which forbids one legislature from doing an act de« 
rogatory to the powers of succeeding one* the 
charter contains a clause intended to give it life 
and continuance, but which, in my opinion, contains 
the principle of its destruction. Future congr ernes 
are bound up for twenty years to grant no other 
charter to any other bank; thus not only creatisg 
and selling a bank charter, but a monopoly for twen- 
ty years. Monopolies are odious in free countries^ 
the sale of them is certainly a new feature, if not 
id the constitution, at least in the praotice of our 
government, even if called for by the public exi- 
gencies; and if this fails in effecting the objects of 
its creation, and for this exclusive monopoly the 
faith of the nation is pledged, will the friends of 
this bank say whether this charter is repealable^ 
They are authorized to make by-laws— is that au- 
thority revokable? If not, will they tell me by 
what authority you now claim to make laws for 
Missouri, after giving her a charter to make them 
for herself? or, are the high powers of legislation 
and self-government, revokable at your pleasure ? 
the faith of a nation only pledged to protect pecu- 
niary rights? Are the free people of a territory to 
become your slaves — monied monopolists the fa- 
vored, the exclusive objects of your protection? 
rights to be secured in an inverse ratio to their va- 
lue? With this pledge, legislative ceased and judi- 
cial implication began; the supreme court have not 
only' declared the charter valid, but have decided 
that the bank baa some exemptions and privileges 
of a kind so universal as to become subversive of 
the rights of the states — that the corporate stock 
of the bank cannot be taxed or the corporation com- 
pelled to contribute their share to the burthens of 
state governments. As this goyemnmnt had a right 
to create it, it has the power to protect the corpo- 
ration — if states have the power to tax, they have 
the right to destroy, to impede our operations and 
the execution of our laws, the collection and safe 
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keeping of the revenue; that as congress may, in 
the exercise of their discretion, create a bank 
which they may think necessary and proper for na- 
tional purposes, so the corporation may create 
branches to suit theirs, locate them where they 
please, deriving a revenue and profits from their 
operations protected by the states, yet their power 
of taxation confined to the real estate in which it is 
located, or the stock owned by its own citizens. 
Thus the creature of our creature, a branch of a 
.corporation, is invested with the same privileges as 
the c orporation itself— the one deriving its exist- 
ence from their mere volition, the other sanctioned 
by the three branches of the national legislature, 
acting on their high responsibility, yet all alike are 
judged the legitimate children of the constitution- 
al] equally favored and protected. Where, sir, is 
this principle of construction and implication to end, 
If the mere machine of a corporation is thus to be 
made a part of the machinery of government— if 
^charters and sub-charters may thus be made ad in- 
finitum, what security is there that the commerce 
of the country will not be in the hands of chartered 
monopolists? The termination is easily seen— you 
already hear, not from papers and mere idle tsdk, 
but from members of tills house, the expression of 
usurpation of states applied to the incorporation of 
banks -strange effect of the rapid strides of im- 
plied powers, that the creation of banks by con- 
gress is now a power so supreme in them as to de- 
stroy and turn into an act of usurpation a right 
claimed and exercised by every state in the union, 
— which they have not only never surrendered, but 
jiever delegated to you! Congress have express 
power to regulate commerce — what objections 
could be made to selling to a corporation the exclu- 
sive privilege, for twenty years, of commercejwith 
Moreign nations, between the several states, and 
the Indian tribes?” We have heard of the Archi- 
medes of logic; it was a saying of this mathemati- 
cian, “give me a place where to stand and I will 
move the world/* Make but a beginning, give but 
a fulcrum on which implied powers can operate, 
^ou shake and destroy the constitution. Against this 
principle, in all its effects, I ever have and will con- 
tend; whether it emanates from the Hartford con- 
tention, aiming at political power, or under the 
more imposing and seducing garb of humanity, both 
having a common object. Restraints and condition# 
on new states are subjects where the constitution 
ponfers no authority. Against constructive powers 
I will always protest— Pennsylvania always lias pro- 
tested; she gave instructions against chartering this 
bank, and from the decision of the supreme court 
she has appealed to her sinter states, to arrest the 
progress of a principle destructive of the sove- 
reignty of all. 

I should not have dwelt thus long on the bank 
had not my colleague cited it as a precedent to 
justify this restriction— I shall say much more on it 
when the house will consider the amendment to 
the constitution which, in pursuance of instructions 
from the legislature of Pennsylvania, I have had 
£he honor to present. I hope this may he the last 
time we or this nation shall be agitated by the dis- 
cussion of implied powers — the consequences of 
this have become serious, and will not soon subside: 
it is not confined to the admission of Missouri, but 
has led to that most dangerous of all decisions, local 
ones; the question has in the public mind become 
one involving not so much slavery but slave repre- 
sentation-even here the principles contended for 
lead to emancipation, though their Application to the 
old states is disclaimed: but ip the papers, in legisla- 


tive bodies, the ground is openly and publicly taken, 
that there is no slavery in the United States. Emi- 
nent members of the New York legislature have 
declared all the blacks free, that the supreme court 
would declare them so; — these gentlemen have 
been distinguished members of this house-and may 
be so again. The legislature of New Jersey have, 
in their instructions to their delegates here, de- 
clared, that congress has a “general power over 
the subject of slavery,” and that too under that 
clause of the constitution relative to migration, &c. 
which has been abandoned in this discussion as not 
authorizing thia restriction. What security, what 

« can be given, that these doctrines will not 
ocated within these walls? It requires but 
one election to procure such a change as will make 
the question not restriction, but emancipation.— 
Once begin to legislate on this subject, like all con- 
structive powers, they will be progressive; implied 
powers never retrograde - once break through the 
constitution and resort to abstract principles for 
rules of construction and the boundaries which se- 
parate the powers of government, there is n^ safety 
or security; foundations are broken up, the com- 
mon bond which unites us is dissolved when the 
constitution ceases to be a law for us, when our own 
laws are no pledge of security. Be assured, sir, we 
cannot stand many such shocks as this — that this go- 
vernment can never continue if this doctrine of con- 
struction is once established; the precedent once 
made, the series of legislation once begun on the 
subject of slavery in an old state or an organized 
territory, you will not stop short of universal eman- 
cipation. The greatest danger in a federative go- 
vernment is from the growth of power — the effects 
of consolidation by the gradual extinction of state 
rights and sovereignty — emphatically so when the 
apology for their assumption is the cause of hu- 
manity. When this subject which now agitates 
and convulses the country was started by men whose 
objects were avowedly political, it caused no ex- 
citement — it was put down by the almost unani- 
mous voice of the people: now it is renewed with 
other avowed motives, and one half of the union is 
arrayed against the other. Constitutions are neces- 
sary to restrain bad men in bad times; the good, 
the virtuous, may follow the impulse of beneficence 
—But who are bad men? what are bad times? His- 
tory tells us that all nations have seen them — but 
it is after the actors have passed away; those who 
administer m government never acknowledge them- 
selves bad or the period of their dominion a bad 
one. 

When Croipwell despoiled the parliament and 
overturned the constitution of his country, it was 
in the name of religiowand liberty. Tyrants and 
demagogues never avow themselves so, never want 
pretexts or specious excuses — not power, but the 
good of the people; but when their acts have pas- 
sed into history, they are understood — the princi- 
ples and motives of the actors, the character of the 
measure, is duly appreciated. Such a question as 
this has never arisen since the formation of our go- 
vernment — the nation looks to its decision with in- 
finite anxiety; you here see history represented be- 
fore you, to remind you that your proceedings will 
be impartially recorded. Posterity will judge of 
ns — and be assured, if this is destined to be the 
least republic — if, like all others, ours shall pass 
sway, this question will not be noticed as among 
the least causes which have contributed to its de- 
struction. When this constitution shall cease to be 
s common bond of union among the states, it will be 
by a consolidation — its overthrow will be traced to 
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implied constructive powers— Your decision of this 
question will be a precedent of the highest kind, 
not merely as evidence of the extent of your con- 
stitutional powers to’ impose conditions on new 
states in relation to their internal concerns, but that 
in the exercise of your discretion you are not limit- 
ed by treaties and your own laws. The people of 
this country have hitherto felt a complete security 
in the enjoyment of rights built op the law*, the 
faith of the nation — you now tell them these ape 
revokable, held only at your pleasure. The doc- 
trines advocated, the reasoning urged to support 
this amendment, will alone be remembered — the 
disclaimer of their application to the old states will 
be forgotten or disregarded— your successors will 
be as free as you are, not bound by your declara- 
tions: The impulse which now urges you to estab- 
lish this precedent, increasing by success, will, with 
renewed force, excite those who come after you to 
follow it it up, till all the feelings of the moment, 
whether of political power or philanthropy, and in 
all their changes from one to the other, are fully 
gratified. This amendment becomes a new con- 
stitution as a new source of power — it will be con- 
strued, refined and stretched to justify any usurpa- 
tion ou the people or the states. 

q^Wc have br en requested to add the following 
note to Mr. Baldwin's speech, given above: but tile 
length of the extracts, whose insertion is desired, 
and tlie fact that niost of our readers who wish to 
examine them, (being in possession of complete 
| sets of the Huoisteu,) may do so at pleasure, has 
determined us to dispense with them— apd, be- 
sides, though the Missouri question is, in our 
opinion, if viewed in all its parts and bearings, 
far the most important which has arisen since the 
adoption of the constitution, yet so pinch has 
been said and printed about it, that we fear the 
patience of most persons is exhausted, even with 
ho much of the matter belonging to it as we have 
thought it an indispensable duty to preserve in 
this work. 

“As the questiori of slave representation has 
been connected with the Missouri restriction, and 
perhaps been one cause of the general interest 
and feeling excited, it may not be improper to 
publish the opinions of the legislatures of Pennsyl- 
vania, New-York and New-Jersey, op the proposi- 
, tions from the Hartford convention on this subject. 
It is, indeed, necessary, as the preamble to the 
Pennsylvania resolutions refers to the admission of 
Missouri, “which has a palpable tendency to impair 
the political relations of the several states.” 

Insert, from the Rboistbii, 8 vol. page 16, the 
J^ew- Jersey answer, from the words “their obvious 
tendency,” &c.; Pennsylvania , 8 vol. page 65, from 
“the admendments as far as they relate,” &c. to 
the end of the answer on this proposition. New- 
York , 8 vol. page 10Q, in the second column, near the 
bottom of the page, from “your committee would 
further remark,” &c. to the end. 

The public will judge how far the revival of this 

3 uestion now will have a good or bad tendency. If 
le object is at present not political but humanity 
merely, it is not unworthy of remark, that, in the 
District of Columbia, where congress has exclusive 
jurisdiction, slavery should be permitted without a 
proposition for its mitigation ever having been 
made.” 


Foreign Articles. 

OnBAT JllilTAlir AXD IRBLASTO. 

The lord mayor, aldermen and commonalty of 


the city of London, have addressed the queen, ex* 
pressing their loyalty, attachment and regard, and 
condoling with her on the various afflictions site 
had sustained, since her departure from England, 
as also expressing a hope that the unfortunate dif« 
ference between her and the king, might be honor- 
ably arranged, and hopiqg that the investigation 
might be conducted in an open and impartial man- 
ner, and terminate iu a complete vindication of her 
majesty’s honor. 

The queen replied to the address as follows: 

“I return you my heartfelt thanks for Ihi* duti- 
ful address, which is both loyal to the king and 
affectionate to me. 

“If any thing could lessen the grief, which I 
must still feel for the loss of those dear relations, 
of whom I have been deprived since I left Eng- 
laud, it would be the proofs I now receive, upon 
my return, that their memories are cherished as 
their virtues deserve. 

“In the new trials to which I am exposed, mjr 
first duty is to vindicate myself, and my next wish 
is to see nothing attempted that may hurt the feel- 
ings of others. 

“But in all the troubles, through which I have pas- 
sed, the generous attachment of the British peo- 
ple has been my safeguard against the king’s ene- 
mies apd my own; and be well assured, that no- 
thing can ever weaken the grateful impressions of 
such obligations.” 

Speaking of the queen, the 'nines of the 16th 
observes: 

“It may be difficult to see very deeply into \ 
subject purposely involved in darkness and obscu- 
rity; but we apprehend there is little doubt of tLe 
negociation terminating as all friends of the house 
of Brunswick, ami of the permanence of the throne, 
wish and expect.” 

A great number of the electors of We sm in iter, 
have petitioned the high-bailiff to call a public 
meeting at the palace yard, for the purpose of con- 
gratulating the queen on her return. The bailiff' 
refused his assent to the proposition, until the 
sanction of higher powers should be obtained. 

The speeches and debates in parliament, respect- 
ing the queen, are very important to the people of 
Britain, and of some interest to those of the United 
States. Though we cannot make room for them, 
we shall carefully note results, as belonging to a 
history of the times. The Courier denies that a 
secret investigation of her conduct is intended. That 
paper, of the 16th of June, is nearly filled with an 
account of the king’s levee. 

The presumed charge now urged against the 
queen is of adultery, committed without the realm. 
It does not amount to high ti'eusov, inasmuch as it if 
so supposed to have happened; yet Castlereagb, 
well versed in those things in Ireland* can produce 
witnesses to prove any thing which he desires. — 
This is an evasion— the king knows that he dares 
not do any thing that would bring her to the block. 
We trust that this injured woman will remain firm, 
and at least humble the “royalty of England.”* 

The news of the rejection of the tariff* bill by 
congress had reached England, and caused much 
joy there. 

A motion to reduce the army to 80,479 men, his 
been negatived. Mr. Hobhouse said that, if the 
proposition was to abolish it altogether, he would 
vote for it! 

The unredeemed debt of England, on the 5th 
of January last, amounted to 836,246,923/ , and the 
total annual charge amounted to 49,592,152 /. which 
has since been increased by the late loan. 
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The dock-yard sea-wall, at Plymouth, England, 
which has been carried on for upwards Of fou* 
years by means of a diving bell, is at length raised 
above low water-mark. The foundation lies at the 
depth of from seven to eight fathoms, and is com- 
posed of oak timber and stone. The wall is ten 
feet thick, built of square bricks of Dartmoor gra- 
nite and cement. 

It is agreed, that the farmers of England cannot 
cultivate the earth unless the price of wheat is 
forced up to ten shillings sterling per bushel— be- 
cause, except it will bring that price, it is impossible 
to pay the taxes, rates and tythes, though it might 
be obtained for half the sum from other countries! 

The earl of Liverpool has stated in the house of 
lords, that the deficiency of British exports to Ame- 
rica, amounts to /.3, 100,000, annually, on an average 
of three years. This be attributes to the great dis- 
tress that prevails in the United States— saying that 
we are retracing our immense strides, and falling to 
the original situation we held twenty years ago— 
but he thinks that we must ahoay s depend, in a 
great degree, on British manufactures for a supply. 
His lordship is mistaken. 

It is believed that two-thirds of the people of Eng- 
land very rarely eat animal food. There is notone- 
hundredth part of the population of the U. States 
who do not eat it daily, if they please. 

The visitors to the British museum have amount- 
ed to 63,253 in one year, though during two months 
in the year, it was closed, and, at other times, only 
opened three days in the week. 

We have an indistinct account of something like 
a mutiny in a battalion of “the guards” — but it is 
said they returned to duty, in spite of some cries of 
"long live queen Caroline,” by the populace. 

A petition from William Cobbett, farmer, was 
presented in the house of lords, June 8th, by lord 
Holland, complaining that by the rise in the value of 
money consequent upon the act for the resumption 
of cash payments, the sum (13,000/.) for which he 
had mortgaged the estate he had bought at Botley, 
(and for which the executor of the mortgagee now 
threatened to foreclose,) was equivalent now to near- 
ly double the amount. He therefore prayed to 
have the value of money again reduced, or such 
other relief as the house should seem meet. Or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The London Morning Post is exceedingly uneasy 
under a report that sir Francis Burdett had been 
invited to review the yeoman cavalry of one of the 
counties, and is very anxious indeed to be enabled 
to state that the report is untrue! 

A great dinner was lately given at the Crown and 
Anchor tavern, being the 13th anniversary of the 
“triumph of Westminster”.. -400 persons were pre- 
sent, sir F. Burdett in the chair. The first toast was 
“The sovereignty of the people, the only source of 
legitimate power,” which, with that of “the queen,” 
was drank with great applause. During the sitting, 
a very splendid vase was presented to sir Francis, 
ws a token of respect from the people of the parish 
of St. James. 

Forty five thousand newspapers are published 
in Loudon every Sunday. 

The salarv of the lord lieutenant of Ireland is 
30,000/. or g 133,200. 

Sir Chai lt s Wolesly is confined in the jail at Ab- 
bingdon — Mr. Hunt in that of llcester. They ap- 
pear to be well treated, except in the loss of fiber- 
'*>'• 

The coronation. Mighty preparations are making 
for the coronation. We shall collect together some 
of the queer things which are goingon. The fronts 


of houses, to see the procession, are already engag- 
ed, some at 2000 others at 2,500/. A certain spot 
ot ground has been rented at eight guineas a foot* 
for the purpose of fixing seats upon it, and 10, 15 
20 guineas are offered for a seat! 

Sank*— no less than eleven have failed in the south 
of Ireland, and the distress thereby caused has re- 
duced thousands to a “state of starvation.” Their 
bills formed the circulating medium of the country, 
and the people would not bring their articles to 
market lest they might be seized by the hungry, 
populace. The notes of one firm in circulation ex- 
ceeded 500,000/. — g2,200,000. A 51. note has been 
offered for a leg of lamb and refused. Credit was 
refused to the best men. A person who had a 10/. 
note of the bank of England, because he could not 
get it changed, was actually compelled to defer a 
dinner which he was to have given to some of his 
friendB— he could not obtain the several small arti- 
cles which he wanted! Such is glorious banking f 
Several houses in London and Dublin have stopped 
payment inconsequence of their connection with 
these banks. The amount thrown out of eircula- 
lation'by their failure, is estimated at I,lo0,000/. Par- 
liament have granted 500,000/. to assist in arresting 
the effects of such a state of things. 

The champion of England. Asa part of the farce 
of a coronation, a man rides in the procession clad 
in a full suit of armor, M ho is called “the champion 
of England.”— On a certain occasion the earl mar- 
shaljsounds a trumpet and says, “If any person, 

whether he be high or be low, deny that — is 

the rightful king of England, I, as the king’s cham- 
pion, am ready to prove him a false traitor,” and 
then he throws down his glove! This is a grand af- 
fair; but the matter would look very foolish if sonje 
one were to take it up, and we should have a hear- 
ty laugh if it were done on this occasion. This of- 
fice belongs to the possessor of the “manor of 
Scrivelsby; who may be man or woman, white, red, 
or black. The present owner is a clergyman, who 
designs to act by proxy. We have the following 
“notes of preparation” from a London paper — “A 
person has been in training ever since the death of 
George III. to act as champion at the approaching 
coronation, the health of the lord of the manor of 
Scrivelsby rendering it necessary to perform the 
service by deputy. A long training is necessary 
tp inure the champion to the extreme weight and 
cold of the armour. He begins by wearing one 
piece for three or four hours a day, when he can bear 
that he puts on two, and so on till he can bear the 
whole.” 

Scotch representation. On a motion made by lord 
A. Hamilton, in the British house of commons, for 
a reform in the Scotch representation, he stated 
that, as the qualifications did not depend at all on 
property, it was possible for the whole representa- 
tion of Scotland to be in the hands of those who did 
not possess an inch of land in the country, while 
the whole landed property of the country might be 
in the hands of those who had ribt a single vote. — 
Mr. Hume added that the whole number of qualifi- 
ed! voters, for the 30 Scotch counties, was 3,600, and 
mentioned one county where there were but 20 
votes, of which 18 belonged to superiorities per- 
fectly detached from the land. Mr. Abercromby 
stated, that in England every man. having a freehold 
of 40s. in the county, had a right to vote, while in 
Scotland a landed proprietor worth 10,000/. per an- 
num, not only might not have a right to vote, but 
might be disqualified from being elected. 

[Yet though so smal^a freehold makes a voter in 
England, even in London there are only T, 000 votes. 
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in the great city of Liverpool but 2,500, and in 
several other large cities from 300 to 1,000. In some 
of the boroughs two members are made by less than 
a dozen votes!] 

A great affair . George IV. has been graciously 
pleased to dispense with the ladies wearing hoop* 
at the drawing rooms. 

Army and navy estimate* for the year 1820. 

Army. — The total strength of the army, including 
19,899 on service in India (the expense of whom is 
borne by the East India company): is 112,485. 

The number to be provided for on the home es- 
tablishment is 92,586, to which there must be added, 
for corps remaining to be disbanded 6 76, making 
the total 93,262. The total charge for this force of 
93,262 men is 3,775,586/. 2*. 2 d. 

Exclusive of this regular force, their are volunteer 
corps, whose numbers are not stated, but for which 
an additional cliarge is made of 169,500/. 13*. 10rf. 

' The expense of the regiments in India, which 
is borne by the East India company, is 647,907/. 13*. 
3d. 

Of the regiments in India, two have been order- 
ed home, the 21st and 22d light dragoons. The 
21st have already arrived (on the 6th of April last), 
and the 22d are expected to arrive by the 24th of 
June. 

The estimate for the royal military college is 
21,471/; 16*. 9d. — for the army pay of generaloffi- 
ces 178,753/. 3*. 6c/.— for garrisons, 34,638/. 6*. 2 d. 
— for full pay of retired officers, 89,594/. 10*. 3d.— 
for half-pay of the military allowances, 819,999/. 
3*. 4d.— for foreign half-pay, 125,289/. — for in- 
pensioners of Chelsea and Kilmainham hospitals, 
60,1 o5/. 14*. 2d.— for out-pensioners of ditto, 
1,087,680/. 11*.— for the royal military asylum, 
35,500/. l$t. 10c/. — for widows’ pensions, 114,882/. 
4*. — for compassionate list of bounty warrants, and 
pensions for wounds, 178,370/. 12*. Id. — for reduc 
ed adjutants of local militia, 20,495/. 12*. — for su- 
perannuation allowances, 39,235/. 18*. 3d. — for ex- 
chequer fees, 35,000/ Total of these supplementa- 
ry Charges, 2,841,047/. 9*. 4d. The grand total to 
be provided for army services in 1820, is 6,807,466/. 
6*. 6d. 

Navy '. — The first of the estimates for the naval 
service ofthe year, includes the salaries and contin- 
gent expenses of the admiralty, navy pay, navy and 
victualling officers, ofthe officers of the home yards, 
the out-ports, and foreign yards, and other naval 
establishments; and of the wages and victuals to of- 
ficers, ship keepers, and the men serving on board 
vessels in ordinary; the charge of harbour mooring, 
and rigging; of the ordinary repair of ships in bar- 
bpr, and of the docks, wharfs, &c. Total charge of 
these various branches of expenditure is 1,228,008/. 
14*. 6d. But there is an abatement on account of 
©M naval and victualing stores received in 1819, of 
263,820/. which reduces that total to 964,188/. 14*. 
Gd. 

The second pa^t of the estimates, including su- 
perannuations ancl pensions granted to officers, 
their widows and relatives, bounty to chaplains, 
compassionate list, and royal naval asylum, amounts 
to 1,150,370/. 9*. 9 d. 

The third part comprehends the superannuations 
and pensions granted to commissioners, secretaries, 
clerks, and others, in the civil departments of the 
navy. Its amount is 102,186/. 19*. 8 d. 

Grand total of the navy estimates for 1820, 
2^216,7462. 11*. 3d. 

rn.vwcs. 

„ The papers are filled with riotous proceedings 
in the chamber of deputies as well as in the streets of 


Paris. The chamber is veiy much like a mob. IC 
is therein that the opposition express their senti- 
ments, because the censors of the press have no 
controul over what happens there; and thus it is 
that the legislative body is made an instrument to 
tell the people “the news!” — letters are read and 
speeches made which appear to have no other ob- 
ject: these are warmly repelled or replied to by 
the ministers, and great disorder prevails. The 
city is filled with seditious cries. Many little bat- 
tles take place between the people and the troops 
ht which some are killed. The army yet remains 
faithful to the king’s ministers; and its force at Pa- 
ris is very considerable, under the command of mar- 
shal Oudinot; who was injured in one of the af- 
frays. The streets are paraded by the nationaf 
guards. The king has thanked the officers of se- 
veral corps for performing their “duty.” An officer, 
decorated with the star of the legion of honor, 
had been found in the Seine, supposed to have 
been knocked oif his horse by the populace, and 
thrown into the river. An attempt was made to 
fire the house of “her royal highness, madame,” 
by throwing in combustibles through a window*, 
and partially successful in the place to which they 
were communicated. This state of things cannot 
last. 

We see by the following that the election law 
has passed: “ Calais , Juno 13, 1 1 o'clock, P. A I . — A 
telegraph despatch was received here this evening 
at 8 o’clock, informing us that the famous law con- 
cerning elections, has passed the chambers— 152 
for it — 95 against it — 57 in favor of ministers. AU 
was quiet this morning in Paris.” 

This law, so long debated and so warmly support- 
ed and opposed, is considered by the liberates as a 
gross violation of the charter, which the king bound 
himself to support. It makes an essential change 
in the manner of electing the deputies, by interpos- 
ing an electoral college between the people and 
the deputies, &c. 

Louvel, the assassin of the duke of Berri, was de- 
capitated, without the torture. A Paris paper gives 
the following as a speech made by him when he 
was condemned by the chamber of peers : 
j « 1 have to-day to blush for a crime which I alone 
| committed: I have, however, in dying, the consola- 
tion of thinking that I have dishonored neither the 
nation nor my family. I ought to be considered as 
a Frenchman, who has devoted himself to be sacri- 
ficed, in order to destroy, in virtue of my system, a 
portion of those individuals who have taken up 
arm? against their country. I am accused of having 
deprived a prince of his life — 1 am alone guilty; but 
among the men who hold the reins of government, 
there are others as guilty as I am; they hare pro- 
claimed, according to my notions, crimes for vir- 
tues: The worst governments which France has 
had, have always punished those who betrayed it, 
or who carried arms again?t the nation.” 

The state of the press may bo partially judged of 
by the following incident: a young man named Lai- 
lemand was killed by the royal guard in one of the 
affrays, and he was defamed in the journals. His 
father attempted to publish the facts to vindicate 
his son from a false statement; but the censors 
would not allow it to fye printed — and so a letter 
on the subject was read in the house of deputies, 
to give publicity to the facts! » 

The French post office recently withheld two 
sets of Spanish papers from the editors to whom 
they were addressed; and when the conductors of 
one of the liberal journals introduced a paragraph 
to announce thfe circumstance to the public, the *r- 
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tide Was struck out by the censor! Thus has alrea- 
dy happened what a person would have been 
thought a madman a few months ago to have pre- 
dicted the circulation of Spanish journals being 

prohibited in France ! 

The press in France . A most severe sentence has 
been passed upon the editors and other writers in 
some of the French papers, for proposing a subscrip- 
tion in behalf of those who might suff er under the 
late violation of the charter. Five of them are to 
pay a fine of 6,000 francs, and suffer five years’ im- 
prisonment! And nine more to 12,000, and to Buf- 
fer the same period of bondage! They are all fur- 
ther-condemned to pay the costs of the prosecution, 
and of the printingand posting up of five hundred 
copies of their sentence. Why this is pure roving 
revenge! The government must be growing intoxi- 
cated with the consequences of its own errors; but 
such things, in such times, wUl surely only hasten 
some very awful waking moments. Among the 
former class of sufferers, is Etienne, one of the 
most celebrated writers of the Minerve. Lon. pap* 

The Parisian opposition newspapers, (says a Lon- 
don newspaper,) present a cunous appearance at 
present; in every column almost, you see a hiatus 
of ten lines or more, wherever the censors have 
objected to the article. Thus the journals are like 
fragments of political essays, and the reader is left 
to fill up twenty blank spaces in every sheet, ac- 
cording to his imagination. 

(j3*There is a long article in the London Morn- 
ing Post, on the “alarming state of France,” which 
pictures the country as on the very eve of a revo- 
lution, and says that “Paris exhibits now the fea- 
tures of August, 1792”— that the people talk of 
bringing back Napoleon from the rock of St. Hele- 
na, by laying hold of all the Englishmen that they 
can catch, ami keeping them as hostages, &c.; and 
the English in France are advised to “return home 
without delay.” The picture is, most probably, 
much too highly oolored. 

• SPAI5. 

All religious communities are forbidden to admit 
any member— nor are they to sell, exchange, or 
otherwise dispose of the property which they now 
possess. The king declares, that he wishes con- 
vents should be in future, asylums for the virtuous 
and unfortunate, not receptacles for the lazy slid 
thoughtless. 

The archbishop of St. Jago has given a gift of 
o 40,000 reals towards the clothing of the troops. 

The elections for the cortes were going on. 
Those who suffered under the late order of things 
appear to be generally chosen; and hence, a9 be- 
fore observed, we expect a great collection of feel- 
ing in that body at its meeting. 

Several political clubs have been formed at Mad- 
rid, which, like those which existed in Paris during 
die revolution, appear to have taken upon them- 
selves to decide on most importaut measures.— 
As an instance, they demanded the dismission of one 
of the ministers, and it seems that he was about to 
resign. Rational liberty is not to be promoted by 
such proceedings. Nothing but anarchy can grow 
out of them. Some of the later proceedings of the 
club had been successfully resisted. 

The king, and princes of his family, lately partook 
of a civic feast given by the officers of the corps of 
engineers and artillery, united. Among the toasts 
drank /was **tke sovereignty of the Spanish people /” 
The patriotic airs, composed for the troops under 
Quiroga, while in rebellion to the king, were played 
on this occasion! A great crowd attended to wit- 


ness the singular spectacle of a king of Spain thus 
engaged. Ferdinand is quite a politician, 

A steam-boat, called “ Qwroga,” lately departed 
from New-York for Havana. 

It is understood that Spain has renewed her pledge 
to England, as to the abolition of the slave trade- - 
and it would seem that the price of this, was a pledge 
on the part of England, not to desire the immediate 
emancipation of South America. 

The Spanish, merchants in London, have waited 
on the duke de Frias, the new ambassador from 
Spain. In answer to their congratulation on the 
happy events in Spain, the duke said— “It gives me 
pleasure to assure you, that the king is as sincerely 
attached to the constitution as any man in the 
country. Spain, I trust, will now become the abode 
and asylum of rational liberty, where persons from 
all parts of the world may find protection.” 

The plague is said to have broken out in Ma- 
jorca. , 

ITALY. 

We have great news from Rome. It seems cer- 
tainly to be a fact that the pope, (who is represent- 
ed to be a liberal minded man), has permitted the 
Calvinists to administer the sacrament, in a church 
open to the public! There are many speculations 
about this procedure. 

hossia. 

Twenty six thousand dessalines of land (a dessa- 
line is 2,400 square fathoms) are to be assigned in 
the south of Russia, for the Jews who became con- 
verts to Christianity; a guardian or curate is also ap- 
pointed expressly for those colonists. 

TURKEY. 

We have some additional accounts of the pro- 
gress oflfcli Pucha— this is the inhuman wretch to 
whom the merciful British sold the people of Paroa, 
one of the most infamous transactions on record. — 
He appears to have rendered himself pretty strong, 
but as he has not a fleet, there is no hope of the 
capture of Corfu by him, and the sale of the British 
governor ami garrison to the Arabs of the African 
deserts, though he may, perhaps, shake the Otto- 
man empire. 

AFRICA. 

The i/Viger. The opinion appears to be gaining 
ground in Europe, that this mysterious river, to as- 
certain the termination of whichao many unsuccess- 
ful attempts have been made, and so many lives 
lost, flows into the Nile. In closing a review of the 
first volume of Buckhardt’s travels, the quarterly 
has devoted several pages to this subject, and has 
at all events collected some circumstantial evidence 
tending to establish this important fact. Mr. Buck- 
hardt was repeatedly assured that the Niger of Sou- 
dan and the Nile of Egypt were one and the same 
river, and the reviewers say that, the same opinion 
lias been repeated by every Arab merchant and 
black pilgrim in north and western Africa. The 
Egyptian slave merchants, also, confirm this opi- 
nion, by saying that the fact is not to be doubted. 

Com . Ad, 

west nrnTEs. 

A letter from Havana says— «We are quietly 
choosing our representatives here; and the citi- 
zens are now all armed and pretty well trained; 
patrol duty is performed by them every night, al- 
though we have 603 0 troops here of the army^art 
of whom I wish away as soon as may be. 

“The people are yet children in politics. Should 
the government change in Spain, this island will 
maintain her independence. 

“We are apprehensive of some disturbance in 
Metico, the viceroy not having proclaimed the 
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constitution; the royal order has, however, 1 under- 
stand, gone down.*' 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

Several American vessels were at Rio de la 
Hache when it was captured by the Independents, 
under admiral Brion. One of these has arrived at 
Newburyport, after being plundered of 50 or 60 bbs 
of flour. The captain reports that 700 creole 
troops deserted the patriot standard at Rio de la 
Hache; and that the Irish soldiers, to the number of 
800, refused to do duty. With their arms in their 
hands, they insisted on being transported to Jamai- 
ca, and carried their point, which island they reach- 
ed in a miserable condition— with nothing but their 
arms, which they would not give up. Previous to 
the departure of the squadron, the town was fired 
in several placea and nearly reduced to a heap of 
ashes. 

Accounts from Lima, via Panama, have been re 
ceivcd— which state that sir Thomas Hardy's squad- 
ron was daily expected at that place; and a report 
also, that admiral Cochrane’s flag ship, the O’Hig- 
gins, had been wrecked. 

By an arrival from Jamaica, it appears that gen. 
Devereux, and his suit, has arrived at that island. 
He went first to Margaretta— there was nobody to 
receive or provide for him there, and he proceeded 
to Rio de la Hache, whither the troops of his legion 
had gone — he found the place in possession of the 
royalists, and determined to bear away for Jamaica, 
where he very unexpectedly found the meif which 
he was in search of, as mentioned above# The arrival 
of those persons, without the means of subsistence, 
has created no little difficulty at Jamaica# 


CHRONICLE. 

The Constellation frigate has left New York for a 
three years’ cruise in the Pacific ocean. Her com- 
mander is Charles 6. Ridgely; she has 8 lieutenants, 
31 midshipmen, and the other usual officers. 

The United States schooner Nonsuch , lieut. Tur- 
ner, has sailed from Norfolk for a cruise on our 
southern coast. 

The Congress frigate wa# at Manilla (Phillipine 
islands) in March last, and expected to sail in 10 or 
12 days for Macao. Oar flag and officers had been 
treated very respectfully at Manilla. 

Walsh's appeal from the judgments of Great Bri- 
tain. This celebrated work has much occupied the 
attention of the British reviewers anil from what 
we have seen, the castigation which he has given 
them will be very useful, especially to the editors of 
the Edinburg Review, who appear severely to feel 
the force of Walsh's remarks upon them. But 
the Scotchmen get “bock again ” very awkwardly,* 
though very eloquently, and seem to have exerted 
alt their talents to excuse themselves. 

Counterfeit notes, on the Central bank of George- 
town, of the denomination of g-100, have lately ap- 
peared. They are so well done as to deceive al- 
most any one, and the bank has veiy properly re- 
solved to call in those that are out, and issue no 
more from the old plates. 

Flour has recently been sold at Cincinnati for 
g2.25 per bbl. “good money.” The crops of grain 
have been exceedingly heavy in the western coun- 
try. 

Company at sea. Two ships arrived at Baltimore 
on Sunday last from Liverpool — they sailed from 
thence at the same time anti never were out of 
sight of each other during the whole voyage. 


Patriot recruits . About 20 seameto succeeded i* 
eluding the vigilaiice of the -officers at Charleston* 
and went to sea to join Almeida’s privateer; but 
they were afterwards taken by the U. 8. schooner 
Tartar, and brought back, examined and committed 
to prison. 

A pirate — with a crew of many nations, chiefly 
Spaniards and French* iroff the coast of Florida, 
and has robbed several vessels. 

A robber lately fired upon a traveller, without 
warning, as he was on the road from Bowling Green' 
to Russelville, Ky. but missed him thbugh he shot 
the horse. The traveller disengaged himself, and 
rushed upon the assailant, threw him down, seized 
on his arms, and with the robber’s own pistol, blew 
out his brains! 

Churches . There are thirty places of public wor- 
ship in the District of Columbia, some of them very 
handsome buildings, for a population of about 
30,000 persons, in all. 

Death. A person named Woodruff lately died 
in New-Ynrk. He was much given to intoxication. 
He was sick, but told his friend that an angel had 
appeared to him, and directed him to remain beast- 
ly drunk for nine days, when he should get weH. 
So he bought a barrel of whiskey, and drank a gal- 
lon per day for the limited number of days, with- 
out eating any thing, and then he was in such a 
weak state that he could not take any nourishment; 
and died# 

The Winnebago Indians have delivered up to the 
commanding officer at Prairie du Chien , the Indians 
who killed the two soldiersof the rifle regiment at 
fort Armstrong, on Rock Island, in the month of 
March last. 

Canal and lake navigation. On the 18th ult. the 
large and elegant new boat governor Clinton, be- 
longing to II. Taylor, eStj. arrived at the west shore 
of Cayuga lake, opposite r l rumansburg, in three 
days f roro Utica! This boat is 50 tons burthen, ana 
was laden with merchandize, anti performed this 
trip of 130 miles in three days, without a change of 
horses. 

Salt mines of Mcurthe. The researches for the 
discovery of rock salt, which commenced in July 
last, at Moyenire, in the department of La Meurthe, 
in France, are carried on to advantange. After ex- 
ploring to the deph of 200 feet, and reaching the 
first layer, which is 11 feet in thickness, the work- 
men liad to perforate a bed of gypsum and clay of 
546 feet, when they came to a second stratum of 
salt, eight feet in thickness. It is intended to re- 
mote the researches to two other neighboring 
points, to ascertain the breadth and magnitude of 
the whole bed. The two points form a triangle 
nearly equilateral, each side of which may be about 
6 oj* 700 toises in length. One of these points is the 
city of Vic, and the other to the south of it. On this 
latter point they have already pierced to the depth 
of 26 feet of vegetable earth: the orifice of each bore 
is inches, which constantly fills up with fresh wa- 
ter. The salt of the first bed is extremly white, and 
transparent as rock crystal. It is likewise very purt, 
and free from every noxious or ferrene jubstance. 
The second appears to be intermixed with gypseous 
or argilacious substance, but in a very small propor- 
tion. This salt is brown, not unlike a clouded flint; 
both the kinds are very compact, wellchrystallized, 
the fractures cubical, and the saline taste superior 
to that of any salt obtained by evaporation, it con- 
tains but very little of muriate of magnesia or of 
sulphate Of lime. 
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The auction bill. By the publication of Mr. ships of the line, lately built and building 1 in the 
Baldwin *s speech on this bill, our readers are now United States, have again excited astonishment, aa 
possessed of the rearons hnd views of the commit- Well in their architecture and equipment, as in their 
tee of manufactures, on the several subjects present- preparation and discipline for battle. There is yet 
ed by thefcn to the consideration of the house of re- nothing like them, though several vessels are build* 
presentatives. ing as copies of them; but they will yet want the 

— 4 — soul, the “main brace?*— enterprizing men, some- 

Axemcans at sea. There is a boldness of de- thing more than “fighting machines,** ** soldiers 
sign, and a facility in the execution of whatsoever and sailors are sometimes called ift monarchical 
belongs to “a life on the ocean,” in the American countries. But we have even yet a more singular 
Seamen, which seems to reali 2 e the boast of Britain, instance of the superior coutage and skill of our 
that “her hoxbm on the deep," if applied to her de- seamen to mention: It is well known that the great 
hcendants, the people of the United States, whether port of Literpool, at and from which many thou - 
we refer to their works of peace or of war. The sand ships and vessels arrive and depart every year, 
Reiteration of this mastery in spirit and perseverance is oftentimes so completely blockaded by gales from 
justly belongs to our eastern brethren, especially the west, that even the best appointed packet boats 
the people of Massachusetts — inhabiting a soil have been unable to leave it for weeks at a time, 
rather sterile, and penetrating every region to If the wind is not fair, the departing vessel must 
bring its profits to their own fire-sides. But nearly have the tide in her favor; this falls so rapidly that 
a common feeling rtow pervades the entire body of the least error or mistake may cause the loss of the 
our seamen and commercial men — with shades of vessel— and, if in a gale, perhaps the lives of the 
difference in their pursuits, but all actuated by the crew. Now it happens that ships do depart from 
same principle of attempting to do what any other Liverpool against st'.ong winds from the west, tho* 
persons have done — and more. hundreds still wait for a change. It was the Ame- 

We instructed the world in the wealth of the ricans who lately taught the British to leave the^ 
deep, and opened the mine of riches in the fishe- second port in the tl»ree*kingdoms, and several of 
ries. The north no longer yielding much profit, our vessels now generally sail, if they are ready, 
our countrymen dashed to the south, doubled Cape let the wind blow as it may. The name of the firat 
Horn, till then the terror of navigators, pursued ship that came out in a western gale has been men- 
the mighty whale into the Pacific, and thought no tioned to me — she arrived safely at home, in the 
tnore of “a voyage round the world’* than an exchr- United States; and, as we had no arrival for nearly 
•ion of pleasure, “a visit for a week!** A little two- six weeks after her, there was a great stir among 
masted boat has been seen at Canton, with nothing our politicians, it being known that many other* 
else to sell than a few barrels of cider, and an oven were ready to sail. It was agreed that an embargo 
constructed to make up various sorts of cakes, for had been laid— but for why, nobody coqld tell. An 
which the materials were on board; and I, myself, embargo did exist, but it was laid on by the wind, 
have seen a small sloop which had been more than not by the government. 

1500 mileaup the greatriver Amazons, from whence This same spirit prevails also in our “landsmen,” 

she returned via China, where she just put in to which we have frequently noticed. It would by 
dispose of her cargo, and bring home some teas and no means astonish me to hear that captain Symmes 9 
other “notions.** One of the celebrated European (if he were supplied with money for an outfit), 
navigators, (whose name I forget, though the fact is should get as many recruits as he desired, to at- 
fully impressed on my recollection), thought he tempt a trip to his imagined world in the interior 
had discovered an important river, or inlet, on the of the earth* entering at the “hole” which he 
north-west coast of America — but, after sending supposes that there is at the north, 
his boat many miles into the interior, they found We were led to these running remarks by no- 
there a small craft, and a number of Americans ticing the following in a late Boston Daily Advertiser: 
working aa blacksmiths, making axes and hatchets “A friend has furnished its with the following re- 
fer the Indians— and who, upon enquiry, had been markable narrative of the very active arid useful life 
at that place “many a-time,” without thinking that of Mr. William Smith, who was bom November 14, 
there was the least merit in the adventure. During 1768, at Flowery Hundred, Prince George county, 
the late war, it is well known that the skill and Va.andcame to Boston 1790, since which date he has 
courage of our seamen transformed “fir built fri- sailed out of this port He has since that period 
gates’* into “non-descripts,” or ships of the line, performed eight voyages round the world, besides 
and that their genius and understanding effected one voyage to China and back, 
escapes for them from superior force which no one 1st voyage —He sailed in the ship Magnet, James 

before thought was practicable; — “wind and wave” Magee, master, Oct. 17, 1791, and returned August 
was familiar to them, and in many chases of our 17, 1794. 

fast sailing schooners, their whole decks have been 2d voyage— Sailed in the ship Despatch, Elias 
for hours cover with the sea!— they would not douse Newbury, master, Oct 28, 1794, and returned in 
the “striped bunting,” but carried their enormous June 1796. 

weight of canvas at seasons when ships of the line 3d voyage— Sailed in Aug. 1796, in the same 
were under close-reefed topsails, it blowing * gale! strip, Jonathan Bowers, master, and returned in May 
Our frigates were soon imitated by the enemy, but 1798. 

our flying schooners were unmanageable by them, 4th voyage — Sailed June 23, 1798, in the ship Vfe- 
and yet peculiarly belong t+«is — no one but an Arne- -ginia, Edward Brown, master, direct for Cautoq," 
rican can sail them with reasonable safety. The and returned in June, 1799. 

Voa. XVIIF,« 30. 
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5th voyage— ^Sailed Sept. 1799, in the ship Ha- 
zard, Ben. Swift, master, and returned May 6, 1802. 

6th voyage — Sailed in Sept. 1802, in the same 
ship, with same master; returned May 6, 1805. 

7tli voyage—Sailed July 22, 1805, in the ship Ha- 
zard, as master, and returned June 23, 1808. 

8th voyage — Sailed July 6, 1809, in the ship Alba- 
trps, Nathan >V inship, master, and returned in the 
ship O’Cain, Robert McNeill, master, October 15th, 
1817. For about seven years of this voyage he 
commanded the Albatros, which vessel was em- 
ployed about four years of the time in transport- 
ing sandal wood from the Sandwich islands to Can- 
ton, for capts. Wm. 1L Davis and Jona. Winship, of 
of this place, who held a contract with the king Ta- 
roaahmaah, for the exclusive privilege of export- 
ing sandal wood from hi9 islands to China for ten 
years, but in consequence of the war, and the arri- 
val of the English sloops of war Raccoon and Che- 
rub, the contract was broken, through the interfer- 
ence of the commanders of those vessels; the re- 
mainder of the time capt. Smith was cruising in the 
Pacific ocean in quest of Seal islands, and trading 
on the coast of California. On this coast, having 
gone ashore in the boat, he was taken prisoner by 
the Spaniards with his boat’s crew, and after a de- 
tention of two months was released, and proceed- 
ed to the Sandwich islands, where he joined the 
ship O’Cain, in which he came home. 

9th voyage— Sailed Dec. 5, 1817, in the ship Bor- 
neo, George Clark, master, which was cast away 
Jan. 28, 1819, near Kygahna, on the northwest 
coast of America, situated in about lat. 54, 48, N. 
long. 132, W. and lost afl his journals from his first 
voyage in 1791, and every thing but the clothes 
which he liad on. 

He proceeded thence to the Sandwich islands in 
the ship Volunteer, of this port, Jas. Bennett, mas-< 
ter, there joined the brig Brutus, of this port, David 
Nye, master, proceeded to New Archangel, a Rus- 
sian settlement, where be arrived in June of the 
same year, and joined the ship Eagle of this port, 
Thomas Meek, master — went thence to Canton* 
from which place he returned to Boston, and arriv- 
ed on the 25th of July last. 

He first went on board the U. S.row galley Man* 
ly, capt. W. Saunders, in February, 1779, which 
vessel cruised up and down the Chesapeake. He 
was afterwards transferred, with the same com- 
mander and crew, on board the United States brig 
Jefferson and ship Tartar; continued in the service, 
till Feb. 1780, when he left it and went to the West 
Indies. Fropi„ that time to 1790, he performed 
twenty three voyages to the West Indies from 
Philadelphia, Baltimore and Virginia, when he 
came to Boston, and has sailed out of this port ever 
since above slated. 

During the whole period since the year 1779, he 
has been dismasted twice only, shipwrecked once— 
the last voyage; — once taken prisoner by the Spa- 
niards on the coast of California, and once by the 
Indians on the northwest coast. 

He enjoys fine health, has a very strong memory, 
relates the incidents of his life with great minute- 
ness and accuracy. Probably no other person ever 

erformed so many voyages round the world. He 

new of one person, a black man, who died at the 
Marquesas islands on his eighth voyage, hut no 
other who had performed so many.” 

Literary Curiosity. 

IBOX THB HATIOHAL 0A KITTS. 

I offer you what may be deemed a literary curi- 


osity. It is a supposed Indian oration on the death of 
com. Decatur, written by a female now confined far 
insanity in the cells of the Philadelphia alms-house. 
This unhappy person being asked by the keeper 
whether she would take pleasure in reading, an- 
swered in the affirmative; and added that she would 
also gladly compose on any subject which might be 
suggested. She has written several pieces of a re- 
markable character, besides the following, which 
will,,! think, be admired as an ingenious allegory, 
conveying an excellent moral. P- 

IHDIAX OttATlOH, 

On the death of commotlore Decatur 9 
Composed by Mrs. in the cells of the alms- 

house. 

The warrior of the water is gone to the land of 
spirits, and the ghosts of his fathers rejoice not in 
his coming — for be came not in the storm of bat- 
tle. 

The warrior of the waters was s great lion: when 
he rose in his rage, and shook himself, the g r e e n 
hills trembled: when in anger, he thundered with 
his voice, the storm did follow. He bounded over 
the waters, and the beasts of the other mountains 
hid with fear: He stretched his paw over the great 
waters, and gored the lion of the east He was 
mighty and great as the AllegUai.y: he was strong 
I and fierce as the torrents down tlie steeps of Nix* 
|gara. Mighty and great he was: yet a little bee 
| did overcome him. Public opinion was a small bee, 
and the lion might have crushed it with his foot — 
hut the little bee crept into the ear of the great lion 
and stung him on the strings pf life. The lion was 
vanquished, and the little bee yet lives and buzzes 
of his conquest. 

The warrior of the waters has gone to the land 
of spirits, and the ghpsts of his fathers rejoice not 
in his coming — for he came not in the shroud of 
glory. 

The Auction Bill. 

SPEF.cn OF Mtt. BALDWIN, (OF PENN.) 

IX TUB 1IOUSK OF BBPRF.SESTATIYBS OF THE U. S. OX 
THE SILL FOR LAYING A TAX OH SALKS ATACCTIOX. 

That the house may feel the necessity of this bill 
and the propriety of its details, it will be proper 
to examine the nature and tendency of auction 
sales: when they are understood it will be a matter 
of surprise that they 9bould have continued so long, 
and account for the almost numberless petitions 
which pray for its adoption, for the alarming situa- 
tion of the sea ports, the state of commerce, manu- 
factures, agriculture and revenue. It was deemed of 
great importance, in connection with the other bilb 
reported by the committee, as without this they 
would be ineffectual — it has nowbecome indispen- 
sable since the rejection of the last bill, by which 
the bouse has decided not to touch the custom- 
. house credits. This system of auctions is one which 
I has been created by state laws, and presents ia 
| many of them a thing very unusual in this country, 
a monopoly which in no case ought to be favored, 
but discouraged when it is injurious to the commu- 
nity. In most of our large cities, the number of 
auctioneers is limited — they are commissioned by 
state authority, and no other persons are authorized 
to sell in this way. In New -York the number is 30, 
in Philadelphia 7; sales by public outcry must be 
made by them. If this mode of sale is for the con- 
venience or benefit of commerce, it ia strange that 
a regulation, which thus confines R to a'set of pri- 
vileged men, should have been so long submitted 
to by that class w ho are so desirous of leavmg 
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things to regulate themselves. They have, how- 
ever, continued without complaint, and serious in- 
conveniences were not felt till the peace in Europe 
opened new prospects for their commerce; the ex- 
clusion from the markets of the continent, compel- 
led the British merchants and manufacturers to 
make the most of ours. With an accumulated stock, 
increasing beyond the regular demand —the expe- 
rience of the past and present affording no new 
hopes for the future — the continental system of 
their allies becoming more rigid os the good effects 
of it were becoming apparent to those nations who 
adopted it, they have been eagle-eyed to discern 
all the advantages which they could derive from 
our trade, our system Of revenue and modes of 
sale, to make them the means of continuing their 
own establishments and business. That the means 
employed should be ruinous to ours — that, what 
saves the one should destroy the other, is not a 
matter for their consideration; they deserve Credit 
for their exertion to protect their own, and the in- 
dustry of their country, at the expense of ours: the 
blame must rest on us for permittingand not check- 
ing the evil where its extent is so general, its effects 
so injurious. If the foreigner was obliged to be at 
the same expense, to employ the same machinery 
in His operations as the American merchant and 
manufacturer, he would be obliged to come into 
our market on equal terms; to the country at large 
it would r*ake but little difference as to interest; 
there would be the same employment given to la- 
bor, the same market for produce, value to mate- 
rials, houses and stores; the same amount of taxes 
paid for the support of local and general govern- 
ments; these, added to the expenses of their estab- 
lishments at home, would be a serious obstacle to 
their pursuits, their operations here; remove them, 
the foreigner has all the advantage of our market 
without rendering the slighest benefit to the coun- 
try— this is effectually done by auction sales anil 
custom-house credits. 1 allude to the latter, not to 
renew a discussion on a subject already decided, 
but to illustrate their tendency; goods are consign- 
ed to an agent or an auctioneer, are bonded, landed, 
sold at auction, the auctioneer a director of a bank, 
the notes weH endorsed are discounted, commis- 
sions deducted, the proceeds remitted, with the ad- 
dition of duties, say 25 per cent, for which there is 
a credit of 8, 10 and 12 months, without interest; 
to say the least of it, the use of the amount of the 
duties is more than equal to the charges of auc- 
tioneers and the expenses of shipment; it must be a 
bad sale which will not nett the price at the manu- 
factory in England. 

The foreigner has his establishments at home — 
they must be kept up at all hazards, their burthens 
are more in proportion to their magnitude than the 
amount of sales, as the latter can be increased with- 
out adding to the expenses. The facilities afforded 
by our systems enable them to reap all the bene- 
fits of an establishment here, without its costs ami 
risks, sure of sales at home, at a price ay good at all 
events as our merchants can make, and with the 
same opportunity of profitting by the rise in the 
market — ours is almost the only one left to him; 
the trade is not sufficient to give employment to 
both ours and foreign merchants and capital; some 
must be excluded, and unfortunately ours have 
become the sufferers by the great temptations and 
inducements held out to those who do not reside 
here, and are enabled to carry on a profitable 
trade abroad, without adding to their expenses at 
home. The foreigner’s goods never remain on hand; 
lie contracts no bad debts, is exposed to no casu- 


alties, losses, or expenses, and is at no trouble to 
find out the state of our market as to the quality* 
quantity, and kind of goods required for our con- 
sumption. The American merchant, from bis know-* 
ledge and experience, is enabled to ascertain all 
these matters before |ie sends out his orders; when 
his bill i* filled, there is a surplus— his information 
is the guide — his order points to the necessary in- 
formation. The foreigner ships on his own account; 
our market is filled with a supply double that of the 
demand; in the competition for sale, the foreigner 
must prevail; lie can afford to sell at his price at 
the manufactory, and charges. Our merchant, who 
pays the price there, must have an advance on his 
investment, and is subjected to the same charges, 
except the auctions* there he cannot compete, his 
goods must remain on hand, he continue idle, or 
send his goods to be sold at a certain loss. It is 
impossible to calculate with precision the ordinary 
expenses of a commercial establishment. From 
the information of the most experienced and, re- 
spectable merchants, furnished after much reflec- 
tion and enquiry, I am confident that house and 
store rent, stationary, fuel, insurance, clerk hire, 
family expenses, taxes, bod debts, expenses of coU 
lection, fall in the price of goods remaining on hand, 
will exceed ten per cent, on the amount of capital 
employed. I think it a low estimate — this is all 
saved to the foreigner- When lie can thus add to 
his capital by custom-house loans, carry on trade 
without the ordinary expenses, it is not surprising 
that lie should avail himself of these advantages, 
while an European peace continues. The proporr 
tion of auction sales to private, of foreign to do- 
mestic, will increase — it lias already become alarm- 
ing to all the commercial cities. The petitions from 
Philadelphia tell you that four-fifths of auction sales 
are on foreign account: I appeal to gentlemen who 
represent others, if there is not the same propor- 
tion. This accounts at once for the rapid transition 
of the trade and commerce of the country from ours 
to foreign merchants. Trace it in Its consequences 
through society, you will find none exempt from 
suffering; realize the time which i9 fast approach- 
ing, when your importations are on foreign account, 
eight or ten auctioneers doing the business of your 
sea ports; leave the interest of manufactures out of 
view as unworthy of notice, but look to other classes, 
other occupations in and around your great cities; 
contemplate the scene of desolation that opens to 
your view, then console yourselves, if you can, with 
the reflection: “it is better somewhere else;* 
others flourish, though we are destroyed. 

It is worth while to look to other effects of auc- 
tion sales, which have now swelled into an extent 
and grown into a system which not only impove- 
rishes but cheats and defrauds the people, to an ex- 
tent not easily calculated. Information, tVom a 
gentleman of great respectability and intelligence, 
who has been employed three years in a great auc- 
tion hou-ie, and who speaks from his actual obser- 
vation, enables me to say that the difference be- 
tween orch.rgoods, (sent for by our merchants), and 
auction goods, (consigned by foreigners), is at least 
20 per cent. Artfully made and carefully packed, 
none but good judges can discriminate; the mass 
of purchasers, in the hurry and confusion of an 
auction sale, are unable to compare and judge. 
They are allured by a low price; as they buy to 
sell again, profit, and not quality, is the great ob- 
ject* the country is filled with worthless articles, 
and however great the fraud, I find, from this ad- 
vertisement, that “damages must be applied for iq 
sixdaysfrom the sale;*' “s»*es and width of the goodS 
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are copied from the invoices but are not warrant- to a prohibition. If is to be hoped it will leaaen 
ed,” is another condition of these sales; here is them, and give a fair proportion of the sales to oar 
another reason opened why auction goods are own citizens; it will be, at all events, a tax to that 
cheap: they are made for this kind of sale — manu - amount — an offset to the numerous and great facafc- 
factuved to meet these conditions. 1 am told that, in ties now afforded to foreign importations and sales, 
private sales of broad cloth, five per cent, is allow- the importer, manufacturer, and the treasury wiB 
ed for short measure; that is, if a piece measures participate in the benefits. An additional duty of 
twenty yards, you pay for nineteen. This tells me, five per cent, is proposed when the sale is in quaa- 
if the piece contains nineteen yards, you pay for tities less than they were imported. This is neces- 
twenty at auction, making a difference of ten per sary for the protection of the small dealers and re- 
cent. I am not enough initiated to knowhow much tailers. Auctioneers now sell by the yard as well 
is gained in the width, an inch or two would be no- as the piece, and aim at a perfect monopoly as well 
ticed but a little, but would count in the cost a good/ as the capitalist or the small trader; it cannot be 
deal. I have heard, too, of such things as puffs em~ necessary to dwell on the propriety of imposing 
ployed, and sham sides to the kkowiko ores to regu- a heavy tax, if not an effectual prohibition, on 
late the piice to the simple ones, and other et ceteras this part of the system. Though the petitions aU 
too tedious to enumerate. Among many other means concur in asking a duty of ten percent, on all 
of injuring our manufactures, is the practice of auction sales, without regard to the kind of goods, 
making goods of a bad quality in exact imitation of we have not extended it to such as are imported by 
domestic, so that they may have a bad reputation in our own merchants, and do not interfere with the 
the market, and suffer in comparison with the fo- fair competition between ours and foreign 
reign; the difference is not discerned by common factures. On all articles not manufactured, it is pro- 
observation, and is known only when the articles posed to impose two, and on American manufkc- 
come into use. tures one per cent.; these are for revenue. Tbo 

It is difficult to ascertain the amount of auction former auction duty produced about 800,000 dol- 
fwles; in New-York the duties paid to the state the lars a year; that, too, during the war, when there 
last year, were 141,000 dollars. But the mode of were but few imported goods in the country; this 
conducting them does not make it necessary to re- will probably produce a much larger amount, and 
turn all sales; such, for instance, as are made by the I hope will remove objections which bare been 
partners of the auctioneers, which are regulated by made to the other bills, by those who are alarmed 
the sale at auction of a number of packages suffi- at the state of the treasury, and object to the nes- 
cient to fix the price of a large quantity. 1 find it sures proposed by the committee as tending to im- 
is common to advertise A. B. auctioneer, C. D. pair it. We have in all of them connected this 
commission merchant. Sales by the latter are not with our other objects, consistently with the plan 
returned in the amount of duties. It is probably first avowed— to protect the industry of the nation 
not overrating them in that placa at 15,000,000 a against foreign competition, then tax it its fair pro- 
yean the greater part by not more than ten auc- portion of the public burthens. I hope it may not 
tioncers. In the first three months of the present be deemed injurious to commerce, as it is called 
year, about 10,000 packages of dry goods were for by the almost unanimous voice of the merchants 
sold at auction; in the first fifteen days of this month, as necessary for their assistance; or to agriculture, 
about 2,000. Connect this with the fact that three as without it the sea-ports will be depopulated and 
fourths of the importations are on foreign account, its only remaining market taken away; and tomana- 
and an idea may be formed of the extent and gene- factures 1 need not say the measure is without itsim- 
ral mischief of these sales. I need not dilate on portance: as it can injure no interest, is called for by 
the consequences of business being thus almost all, perhaps it may escape the fate of the last one, 
monopolised by a few — the country glutted with and at least one thing be done by general concur- 
worthless goods-^every class of society, except the rence. If a measure like this cannot be adopted, I 
auctioneer, suffering severely and calling on you shall indeed despair of any relief for the distresses of 
for redress. If these complicated evils were tern- the people; it seems to me that no one ought to, or 
porary, if the evils themselves were diminishing, can be willing to permit this thing to regulate itself; 
there would be less reason for your interference, if an evil of this magnitude cannot be checked, go- 
But the reverse, in all respects, is true. Do not vemment is almost an useless burthen; if the inte- 
rely on my statements, or on the documents to rests which are prostrated by auction sales are not 
which you have been referred; ask those who are worthy of protection, I know of none that are. 
daily witnesses of the progress of this wide spread- I am aware of one ground of opposition to this 
ing ruin — look to the petitions which come to you bill which arises from the revenue derived by the 
from tens of thousands of your citizens; not manu- states of New-York and Pennsylvania, and perhaps 
facturers merely, but merchants, mechanics, own- some others, from these sales. It is a matter of re- 
ers o f houses and ships, all join in deprecating a gret that the general good should call for a mea- 
comrnon calamity. Injurious as auctions are to the sure injurious to any part of the union; but it would 
great interest of the country, it is not intended to be a source of still deeper, that local interest should 
abolish or prohibit them; the bill proposes a duty prevent its adoption. As a mere revenue bill, or 
of ten per cent, on manufactured articles, and will as one tending to the benefit of only one class or 
not put the American and fbreign merchants on body of men, 1 would deem it a duty to the state 
terms of fair and equal competition. The foreign- which I in part represent, to oppose the diminution 
cr can afford to pay this to avoid the nume rous ex- of its revenues at a time when its treasury requires 
penscs which would a- tend his residence among us, 'every aid. Rut I would be an unworthy represen- 
in managing private sales; this 1 feel justified in tativc of that great and disinterested state, if, hoar- 
saying from the almost unanimous opinion of those ever dear its interests may be to me, I would not 
best conversant with the subject. With cash pay- yield to considerations of general concern. As s 
mentof the duties, it would no doubt, for the pre- part of a general system for the protection of na- 
sent, have considerably checked and perhaps ulti- tion&l industry, this measure has become indispen- 
jnately have stopped them. But, with the present sable; it is not the character of the state, it is not 
credits, the effect will be but little felt as tending the wish of its representatives, to prefer local to 
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general objects; the sacrifice will, however, be but allowed to speak with confidence, arising, not froin 
nominal -the merchants, protected and enabled by conjecture, but facts and assurances, the result of 
this bill to prosecute their business, will cheerfully accurate calculations, furnished from sources en- 
pay, by a tax on licenses to sell foreign goods, the titled to the most perfect credit. 1 defend it . as a 
same revenue now derived from auctions if their measure necessary to place the American merchant 
amount should be diminished. But 1 am abundantly on fair competition in our market; as necessary to 
satisfied that it will be much less than is feared, prevent the introduction and consumption of iufe- 
The long credits of the custom-house will be found rior goods, deficient in measure as well as quality* 
to amply compensate for the duty and auction sales, to diminish the temptation to purchase that which is 
The firmer are the cause, the latter the effect . As we nominally cheap, but really dear; to. prevent the 
have been unable to diminish them, the only re- country from being so completely overstocked as to 
source is now in this measure, which it is doubly repress all efforts to bring our own fabrics into corn- 
incumbent on you to adopt and to guard against all petition ( with foreign— not as an exclusion of the 
evasion. When a system has grown to the extent foreigner or foreign goods, from a fair chance on 
of this, when it has so far attained to a monopoly, equal terms. Competition is the security of the 
that, as I am informed from most respectable autho- people from imposition, but it cannot exist where 
rity, the profits of one auction firm have exceeded there is a monopoly. One gentleman speaks of a 
100,000 dollars a year, it is to be expected that monopoly of selling cheap, as one to be favored: if 
gTeat efforts will be made to counteract and evade such a monopolist will give any assurance that he 
the provisions of a law calculated to impair the ex- will continue to sell thus cheap, when he has the 
tent of their operations. On this subject great pains complete command of the market, there may be 
have been taken by the committee in the details of some reason to permit him to enjoy it. But let the 
the bill, and we believe they will be efficient. foreign merchant and manufacturer once put down 
I find gentlemen from all parts of the union agree the domestic, let them command the supply of the 
as to the state and condition of our commerce; if 1 country, and competition will cease; one year's 
have been mistaken in assigning the causes, they profits will make up for all former losses. If the 
are called on to correct me, and assign the true foreigner’s extortions should again raise our estab- 
ones. If this bill will not check its embarrassments, iishments, so as to create some competition, lie will 
to say what will. They will remember that auctions for a time reduce his prices till our manufacturers, 
arc a regulation of commerce, on the part of the tired of the endless fluctuation, will forever aban- 
states, by making public sales a monopoly in the don them in despair. There must be a system, 
hands of a few; if it is a conveuient mode of selling, steady and uniform in its operations; some general 
it ought to be free and open to all; if otherwise, let measures by which the faith of the nation will be 
it be a source of revenue, a mean of equalizing sales pledged to support its true interests, not growing 
on foreign and American account— shaped and con- out of a policy which merely resorts to temporary 
trolcd so as to promote, and not be permitted to expedients for raising revenue, and changes with 
destroy, the general good. Though these sales are all its ebbs and flows. Manufactories are the work 
not the ultimate, they are the operating cause of of time; tlieir perfection is progressive and gradual; 
most of the distress which is now so general. Con- those concerned cannot invest, withdraw, and rc- 
nected with, and as a consequence o& long credits, invest their capital to suit every surplus or deficit 
they are the instruments which fill the country with in your treasury. Every consideration should induce 
foreign goods of a bad quality and low price, de- you to give them no encouragement, afford them no 
Htroying competition, either by the manufacturer or protection, or to give it to the extent of the 11 a- 
merchant — enabling a few to do the business of tional objects which require it— the state of your 
thousands — drawing from us all our resources, giv- commerce poiuts this out as the only means of its 
ing employment and activity to none. To balance safety: your shipping and importing merchants 
these evils, there is but one advantage, which might want some assurance from you, that they will not 
formerly exist,but haslongsince ceased: the dimimi- be abandoned and their interest sacrificed, by your 
tion of the price to the consumer. It is well known refusal 'to shape your systems according to the 
and generally admitted, that the difference in price events which control their operation. Examine the 
is not equal to the difference in quality and mea- petitions whioh call for this law; look to the consc- 
sure; the apparent loss to the importer is a real quences which merchants tell you will inevitably 
gain; the apparent gain to the purchaser a real flow from auction sales, if they continue uncoutroi- 
loss. These reasons would justify a total prohibi- led or undisturbed: they call on you to regulate 
tion, and the time may not be distant wnen this them as the only means by which they can be re- 
will become necessary. Auction sales must be stored to employment. You have refused to go to 
checked; if this bill should pass, we can find, from the sources of the cause which produces the effects 
its effects, whether the duties ought to be lessened which they deprecate; you must now aim at the 
or increased; the general effects on all classes of the effects themselves. In doing it in the manner pro- 
community, are such as I think ought to unite us posed by this bill, you aid aU the great interests of 
all in going, at least, to the extent proposed; it will the nation in the only mode which is practicable 
enable us to ascertain the sources of the general de- and efficient. 4 will secure to agriculture a mar- 
pression; if this is not the proper remedy, experi- ket, to your merchants your trade, and remove one 
ence will point it out — till some other causes are as- great impediment to the success of our manufac- 
signed, some other cures proposed, 1 must feel it tures — call it encouragement if you please, it is 
my duty to press the adoption of t(\is. necessary: they have struggled long, and hard; 

ft is very unpleasant to be obliged to differ from their importance has not been duly estimated. Now 
those who are friendly to this bill, as to it$ effects; in their decline they require permanent, not tern- 
as it is one which was called for principally by the porary, but efficient support, though not injurious 
petitions of merchants, great pains have been taken to the country. Gentlemen, who complain so much 
to acquire from them such information as would of the measures we have recommended, have not 
enable the committee to unite theirs with the ma- takenthetroubletoexamineournresentsystems,the 
nufacturing interest. It was not intended to pro- great encouragement to foreign Importations which 
bibit auction sales, and that it will not— 1 must be they hold out, and the powerful obstacles they pro- 
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sent to our industry. The measures we hare pro- 
posed are no more than are necessary to enable our 
manufacturers to come into fair and equal competi- 
tion; but if they gain the entire command of the 
home market, we have abundant evidence of the 
salutary effects of such a measure. I must again 
refer the house to the fact, that the high duties on 
coarse cottons have nearly, if not wholly, excluded 
the foreign article; the domestic competition has 
improved the quality, and diminished the price: — 
they are now made at a price less by nearly one- 
half than they ever were imported. I state the fact 
with perfect confidence; no one will orcan contradict 
it; it is confessedly true. With evidence of this 
conclusive kind to Answer them, 1 hope gentlemen 
will not insist that the encouragement of our manu- 
factures is a bounty to the few at the expense of 
the many; that domestic monopoly will tend to in- 
crease the price to the consumer. Facts like these, 
and practical observations of their effects, are the 
best means of testing measures of national policy 
— that command of the market encourages the com- 
petition and reduces the price, we have now ascer- 
tained by a fair experiment for four years; can there 
be a better reason offered for so modifying our sys- 
tem as to embrace other articles which are neces- 
sary for our comfort and wants? In adopting a prin- 
ciple which has produced the same results where* 
ever it has been brought into operation, we can cer- 
tainly be exposed to no risks; but if we abandon it — 
leave foreign bounties, custom house credits and auc- 
tion sales, to operate without restriction or coun- 
ter action, are you not trusting to theories which no 
other nation has followed but ours, which we are 
now called on, hy the strongest expressions of pub- 
lic opinion, the most alarming evidences of general 
distress, to explode? When you complain of the 
extravagant protection asked for our industry, look 
to your own la*rs for the almost boundless encou- 
ragement offered to foreign. If your custom- house 
bounties must continue, if your accumulated regu- 
lations to favor imports are too sacred to be touched, 
at least tax, and tax highly, those monopolists, those 
monopolising sales, made such by state authority, 
which take from our own citizens, not only all 
chance of competing in the manufacturing, but the 
distribution of the articles of consumption. In pre- 
tending to guard alike the great interests of the 
country, preserve at least the semblance of impar- 
tiality. If one of yours, or any state* system, gives 
a bounty or a premium to foreign industry over 
ours, check and countervail it, if no farther, at all 
events so as to equalize, to afford some competition. 
In your zeal to guard against a domestic, do not 
create a foreign monopoly— in putting it out of the 
power of manufacturers to continue their establish- 
ments, for fear of excessive profits, are you sure 
that the merchants will not avail themselves of the 
power you thus give them— I am not aware of any 
greater security from imposition by them. 

We are told of ten per cent, as the regular mer- 
cantile profit on fqreign importations. I had thought 
the rule was what'an article would bear, depending 
on the quantity and demand; that those were the 
standard by which to estimate and class the profits; 
the gentleman surely could not have referred to the 
last war, and he will find himself as far mistaken, in 
calculating profits at ten per cent, if there is once 
a command of the market by those who are neither 
bound to the government or people of this country 
by any tie or obligation. Let me again ask the 
gentlemen if they prefer a foreign to a domestic 
monopoly; the supply of our market to be in the 
jhands of those who are identified with the prosperi- 


ty of the nation, or those who cao prosper only by 
our adversities. This bill is necessary to guard 
against such a monopoly, by enabling our merchant* 
to compete with foreign; this is its great object; it 
is not a manufacturing bill, though important as 
part of a system for the for the protection of that 
interest; its operation may not be veTy decisive. — 
The great cause of the declension of domestic in- 
dustry is the extent of foreign importations, the 
supplying the demands of the country from foreign 
sources — not the mode of telling or the persons vfo 
tell, whether at auction or private sale; if our sup- 
ply must be from abroad, you will see how little 
will be the gains to manufactures, by changing the 
distribution from one set of merchants to another 
— but, as a part of a great system necessary to guard 
all the industry of the nation, to put heavy clogs 
on sales which are destroying all, I hope you will 
see the necessity of its adoption. Gentlemen may 
talk as they please about the necessary hostility be- 
tween agriculture, commerce and manufactures; 
but in their zeal against the latter they arc sure to 
injure the former— look round the country, you 
find them all alike depressed by the same causes; 
trace their progress in other nations; they go hand 
in hand, mutually giving and receiving support— - 
the universal sentiment of the people, expressed in 
their toasts on all national festivals, "agriculture* 
commerce and manufactures,” has arisen from ex- 
perience and observation of their intimate connec- 
tion in a firm and permanent state of things. The 
time has been when, during the twenty five years of 
the tornado in Europe, the wants by other nations of 
our produce, as well as carriers for their o»«* 
held out such inducements to agriculture and com- 
merce as made us overlook manufactures, and think 
their prosperity inconsistent with a flourishing com- 
merce. The unexampled continuance of this state 
of things has led us to believe it the natural course, 
of events, which is only checked by a peace; to re- 
sort to expedients of all kinds to keep off a system 
which our distresses will make inevitable; to trust 
to vain and illusory hopes of a recurrence of event* 
beyond all human probability; disregarding expe- 
rience, the conviction of reason, and the embarrass- 
ments which now reach every man in the commu- 
nity. — No gentleman can point out an injury which 
this bill will do to any interest in the country; I un- 
derstand the source of the opposition, it tends to 
benefit manufactures; the friends of commerce 
ought to pause before they carry the opposition too 
far. The effects of auction sales have become alarm- 
ing; they threaten to depopulate two of your proud* 
est fcomroercial cities; all classes ioin in their peti- 
tions; though these evils may not be so severely felt 
in other places, I beg gentlemen, who represent 
them, to 4 reroember, that the evil has become firmly 
fixed, is rapidly spreading, and will soon reach 
them. They must not indulge in fancied security 
for themselves, or feel indifference for the distres- 
ses of their neighbors, not of one class or interest* 
but all. This bill is necessary to save our commerce 
and merchants; it is astonishing to me that it can 
be opposed by those who profess to be their friends. 
Cannot they judge for themselves; do not their pe- 
titions speak to you in a language which you will 
believe? The tariff was opposed, and the custom 
house bill defeated, because they were thought un- 
favorable to commerce. I now call on the gentle- 
men to show their sincerity in advocating this bill* 
which is imperiously called for, more for the pro- 
tection of that interest than any other, by at least 
nine-tenths of the merchants of New York, Philadel- 
phia and Baltimore; — from the interior and west 
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the call has not been so imperious— the evil has not 
and can never be so deeply felt. If our manufac- 
tures are to be prostrated; if the credits on lands 
are to be taken away, and yours continued on im- 
ported goods; if we are to be the mere consumers 
of the produce of other Countries; the commercial 
interests must reflect well on the mighty impor- 
tance to us of checking auction sales; of the danger 
of arraying itself against a strong and growing inte- 
terest; we are in our infancy; but it will soon be 
manhood. You can easily trace the march of wealth 
and power— it is to the west. It was one of the ear- 
liest lessons 1 was taught, to conciliate nrnl be on 
good terms with boys — they will soon be men: let 
me recommend this lesson to the commercial oppo- 
nents of this bill and point their attention to the 
next census. This* of all others, is a time for union, 
for common action; each must give up something 
to save all from the ruinous effects of your present 
systems. Live and let live , is a good rule for indi- 
viduals and should be adopted by legislators. Here 
is a measure of* a national character; it will bene- 
fit all Interests for which any of us are concerned, 
though not in the same degree; we must not calcu- 
late tne proportions, but only whether it is not ne- 
cessary and indispensable — it is not the less inte- 
resting to me because it is peculiarly beneficial for 
merchants; goaded, abused, as 1 » ive been, it shall 
not provoke me to hostility; the allusions I have 
made must not be called the language of 1 .'treats, 
but taken as the caution and advice of a friend. — 
Commerce, no more than manufactures, can sup- 
port itself against foreign competion and your in- 
difference; it requires legislative aid, which must 
be freely and liberally afforded, not for its exclusive 
benefit and the injury of olher interests equally 
interesting; it requires none such, for there is in 
this country one community of interests: national 
measures will promote and save all alike. The 
commerce of the nation cannot be benefitted by 
measures that will destroy the agriculture and ma- 
nufactures; they are its only materials: they rest too 
on commerce as the only means of distributing 
their products: sensible of this, the committee 
feel a consciousness that they have been true to 
these principles — that their measures have not been 
partial in their design, or, if adopted, will prove so 
in their operation. They, at all events, must be 
exempted from this charge. Though convenient 
und useful for the protection of manufactures, the 
general principles and details will be found to be 
cautiously devised for the protection and benefit of 
the American merchant, and 1 believe have met 
with their general and unqualified approbation. — 
Though eminating from a committee of manufac- 
tures, it has excited no jealous fears except in this 
house — there is no alarm in the sea ports; it is 
strange to me there is any here; still stranger, when 
I sec the quarter from which it comes. While there 
is a disposition to make a common cause, to do 
as much for one as the other interests of the coun- 
try, let me entreat gentlemen to cultivate and avail 
themselves of this generous feeling; to abandon the 
delusive hopes which, contrary to their own con- 
victions, they still indulge. Commerce is not and 
will not be what it was — it has departed from us, 
and can only be reclaimed by legislation — cannot 
regulate itself; has been destroyed for the want of 
regulations which this bill calls for. It must not 
be opposed because it contains protection to others 
— commerce ought not to be the exclusive, though 
a principal, object of our care: we must look for 
the causes which have given it a proud pre-emi- 
nence— they have ceased and cannot recur. It has 


been in a long fever, an unnatural state of excite- 
ment, buoyed up by foreign aid; now it is met by 
foreign competition, the natural, obvious effects of 
a general peace, which will be more and more felt 
by its continuance: to resume the sphere of its for- 
mer action has become impossible; to open new 
ones, to retain what is left, other means must be re- 
sorted to, than to rely on the expectation of events 
which can never happen. The supremacy of com- 
merce has passed— it is our imperious duty to aid 
and protect it, but not to make it the sole object of 
our concern; if its friends urge and persist in these 
pretensions, they must look to the consequences. 
Hitherto the country has united in its support, let 
it not be spoiled by indulgence; its operations ex- 
amined too minutely, and its extravagant preten- 
sions to exclusive protection unite against it the 
two other great classes of society — I ain anxious to 
avoid, to avert these dangers; to take advantage of 
tliis time to adopt salutary national measures, ne- 
cessary for the general welfare — you cannot, with- 
out rum to all, separate the great sources of Ration- 
al wealth and power— you must recur to pnnei- 
pies applicable to your present situation, and make 
allowances for the changes in our relations with 
other nations— these will account for the slate of 
our agriculture, commerce and manufactures, and 
ought to convince you of the duty of immediate ac- 
tion. For myself I much regret that any excitement 
should have been caused by the measures offered 
for your adoption; that there should be thought to 
beany hostility between the great interests which 
K think alike deserving of support; if there is any it 
is beyond my perception— not only unseen but un- 
felt by me. If these measures are defeated, or kept 
off till public distress forces their enactment; if 
there should be then a disposition, in what must 
some day be the preponderating interest of the 
country, to act alone for itself, I beg the house to 
remember that such a disposition is not to be found 
in these bills; that it has not been avowed or evinced 
by me; that 1 here publicly deprecate such a spirit, 
and in a warning voice entreat others not to indulge 
it. 


Legislature of Massachusetts. 

Extract from the speech of Gov. Brooks to both Oran • 
ches of the legislature, June 6, 1820. 

Hut the welfare of the state, l am aware, is not 
wholly under your controul. Its prosperity may 
be promoted or impaired by causes extraneous to 
its local authorities and institutions. The right of 
regulating commerce is exclusively vested in the 
government of the United States, and the people of 
this states are deeply interested in the administra- 
tion of that great branch of political economy and 
national revenue. The interests of Massachusetts 
are essentially agricultural and commercial. Do- 
mestic manufactures, upon which immense labor is 
| bestowed, have grown up, and interwoven, with 
agriculture. The mechanic arts, which now give 
lucrative employment to a vast proportion of tbe 
population of tliis sUie, have sprung spontaneously 
from the wants, and have thriven and multiplied in 
proportion to the increased numbers and wealth of 
the people. Agriculture, navigation, and com- 
merce, maintain an intimate relation with the me- 
chanic arts; they mutually sustain and ere support- 
ed by each other. Hitherto, conformable to the 
genius and maxims of free republican governments, 
all the departments of industry have been equally 
protected by the laws. The destination of labor 
and capital has been controlled by the option of in- 
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dividual*; and in this freedom of choice our liberty 
greatly consist*. W e are characterized by no Asia- 
tic casts, nor degraded into villanage by the tyran- 
ny of feudal laws, but the citizens of our republic, 
having equal constitutional rights, are entitled to 
equal protection in the pursuit of happiness. 

From the earliest period of the history of the 
people of this state, industry appears to have 
been a prominent trait of character, aqcompaniri 
ed by a talent of judiciously applying its pow- 
ers to the purposes of subsistence and accumula- j 
tion. The primitive fathers of Massachusetts 
brought with them, in their pilgrimage, a moderate 
capital, and a good knowledge of the arts of life. If j 
the greater part of their number were engaged 
in bringing forward their agricultural settlements, 
others were no less assiduously employed in conpi- 
listing the good will of the savages with a view tp 
the fur trade, or exploring the coast for the ulterior 
purposes of establishing fisheries and commerce. — 
Whilst the utmost scope was thus given to enter- 
prize, they prosecuted their most weighty concerns 
with consummate wisdom and eminent success. — 
And it is but paying a just tribute of respect to the 
memory of our reverend progenitors to acknow- 
ledge, that to thpir good sense in giving directions 
to industry apd capital, to their piops and patriotic in- 
stitutions, and to their correct and economical habits, 
welfe indebted for many of pur most substantial en- 
joyments. This ancient metropolis, so long greet- 
ed as the cradle of American liberty; our university, 
that rich nursery pf literature and science, whose 
origin is inscribed on the first pages of Massachu- 
setts' history; many of the towns and villages which 
jsdom our ?ea coast, are among the beloved monu- 
ments of the enterprize, and the wisdom, and the 
patriotism of our venerated ancestors. 

The gifts of nature are distributed with an un- 
sparing hand, by one common parent, but in v i- 
oiis forms and in different proportions, over every 
section of the earth. Products, which are denied 
to some, are bestowed on others in gre^t profusion. 
Tlfpse objects which excite the keenest thirst of 
avarice every where, are imparted only to particu- 
lar regions; although every known portion of the 
globe is possessed of some peculiar product of more 
intrinsic value than the precious metals. In this 
diversity are to he found the elements of commerce; 
which, being mqilified and preserved by human in- 
genuity, become the object of desire and exchange, 
and common sources of enjoyment to the whole hu- 
man family. A lid f may add, that while the com- 
mercial intercourse of nations serves to multiply 
the means of subsistence, and the objects of taste 
and convenience, it tends to humanize the original 
eavageness of our nature, and to make man the 
friend and auxiliary of man. 

Hut reciprocity is the vital principle of commerce. 
The idea i* not fqr a mqment to be sustained, that 
a nation should be able tp avail itself of the pro 
ducts of others, without being able in some form to 
pay an equivalent. Nor is the doctrine to be admit- 
ted, that a nation may be rieh, and great, and pros- 
perous, and Ijappy, by immuring itself within its 
own boundaries and consuming on its own necessi- 
ties the fruits of its labor. The whole history pf hu- 
man affairs is opposed to such an hypothesis, pain 
is the only unfailing incitement tp industry. Labor, 
graduated by the same hope of competent subsis- 
tence, must, besides exposing thp laborer to evils 
arising from accidents and unpropitiqus seasons, 
become languid and spiritless, and, being conduct- 
ed with apathy, will probably terminate in suffering 
pgd fu*u. The wealth of a nation is but the aggre- 


| gate of the wealth of individuals, which is great, 
or otherwise, iq the ratio of its exchangeable value. 
It requires no formal induction of reasoning to show, 
that as every state and nation is endowed with «!»*- 
tinctive advantages, its pqpsperity must depend on 
the use made of those advantages, and in their be- 
ing developed by a judicious application of indus- 
try. In proportion as industry is thus applied, will 
be its power of accumulation, and the amount e£ 
surplus above consumption goes to form the mer- 
cantile capital of the state. It is not intended to be 
insinuated, that the exchangeable products of a. 
state arise exclusively from agricultural excess, nor 
that the commerce of nations consists in a specific 
exchange of their respective commodities. It is far 
otherwise. Capital may be generated by every 
possible modification of labor, and extensive inter- 
nal commerce is known to exist with little or do di- 
rect barter of local products. 

Hence the unspeakable importance of commerce 
to the people of Massachusetts. Denied a genial 
climate and a prolific soil, many thousands of them 
are compelled to seek their sustenance from the 
ocean, and to become carriers of the wealth of 
others. Circumstances favorable for ship-building, 
for navigation, for the fisheries of every description, 
and for the foriqation of seamen, having presented 
themselves to their choice, have led to great in- 
tenseness of industry; which, by the involutions of 
commerce, has been converted into wealth. The 
official statements of the United States treasury 
department, sufficiently establish the importance of 
the navigation and commerce of Massachusetts, 
not only as brandies of political economy, but as 
sources of public revenue. For a number of years 
past, we learn, by official documents, that one third 
part of the tonnage of the United States has been 
owned by the citizens of this state; and that the 
exports of foreign^produce, the last year, exceeded 
by a large amount the exports of any other state in 
the union. 

Whilst, then, the interests of navigation and com- 
merce must be peculiarly dear to the citizens of 
this state, as means of subsistence, they have strong 
claims to the patronage of the national government 
as sources of income. The circumstances of the 
Unitea States, at all times, require no inconsidera- 
ble revenue; ami experience has shewn that reve- 
nue, derived from a judicious rate of imposts, of all 
others, is the most certain, and the most easily paid. 
Kxcessive restrictions on trade lessen the amount 
of imposts and induce a resort to direct taxes, which 
the people will he less able to pay, as the products 
of agriculture shall be reduced in value by the di- 
minution of commerce. 

A just government will be disposed to do equal 
justice to all its citizens, and to afford equal encou- 
ragement to every branch of useful labor. And the 
utmost iiqpulse being thus given to industry, the 
general prosperity and happiness may be expected 
to ensue. 

U. S. Naval Fraternal Association. 

; We recently noticed a meeting of delegates from 
several of the naval stations of the United Mates, 
at New-Vork, for the purpose of forming $ cha- 
ritable association for the relief of the families of 
deceased officers; and have since been favored 
with a copy of their proceedings. As it may be 
useful to many, we give the constitution at length; 
premising that after it was adopted, the following 
gentlemen were provisionally appointed to exe- 
cute the duties of the board of directors: 
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Commodore Isaac Hull* master commandant John 
H. Elton, major John M Gamble, marine corps; 
lieutenant David Connor, doctor Edward Cutbush, 
reverend Cheever Fetch , purser Robert C. Ludlow, 
surgeon's mate Frederick P. Markham, sailing mas- 
ter Frauds Mallaby, midshipman Franklin Bu- 
chanan . 

Constitution of the United States Naval Fraternal 

•Association, for the relief of the families of deceased \ 

officers . 

At a convention of delegates, appointed by the 
officers of the navy and marine corps, for the pur- 
pose of organizing an association for the relief and 
support of the families of deceased officers, h olden 
on board the United States’ ship Washington, in the 
harbor of New- York, the following constitution was 
made and adopted: 

The officers of the United States’ naval service 
being associated in the same duties and dangers, 
and bound to each other by long intimacies, like 
Interests and personal friendships, cannot but re- 
gard the families of each other, as having claims for 
mutual and united protection. Considering the 
liability of the families of officers to lose their na- 
tural protectors, from whom they had derived their 
support, and desirous of guarding against the pe- 
cuniary distresses of the families of their brethren, 
the officers of the navy and marine corps do volun- 
tarily unite in a fraternal association for the protec- 
tion, support and relief of families who may be 
placed in such circumstances as to require aid. 

To accomplish, in a systematical and permanent 
manner, so desirable an object, they do make and 
subscribe the following constitution as the basis of 
the association, and the form of government which 
shall direct its operations: 

ARTICLE f. 

Sec. 1. This society shall be known by the name 
and title of “The United States Naval Fraternal 
Association, for the relief of the families of deceased 
officers.** 

Sec. 2. It shall be composed of such commission- 
ed officers in the navy and marine corps, and such 
sailing masters and midshipmen as shall have at- 
tained the age of eighteen years, who shall volun- 
tarily subscribe the constitution of the society and 
pay the fee of admittance. 

Sec. 3. Any officer now in service entitled to be- 
come a member, who shall not avail himself of the 
privilege within six months after being in the coun- 
try, or any officer entering the service hereafter 
who shall not become a member within one month 
after being entitled to membership, shall not be 
admitted unless by ballot of the board of directors. 

Sec. 4. No officer shall become a member unless 
l}e pay the amount of the assessments and interest 
which would have accrued thereon from the time 
that he might have become a member. 

Sic. 5. Any officer on paying one hundred and 
fifty dollars shall be considered a member for life, 
and shall be exempted from any further assessments. 

Sec. 6. The board of directors shall have the 
power of making honorary members of such dis- 
tinguished citizens of the United States as may ex- 
press a desire of joining the association, who shall 
be entitled to vote in the concerns of the society. 

See. 7. Each member shall receive a diploma, 
certifying his membership, signed by the president 
and secretary. 

^’Commodore Chauncey was first chosen, but de- 
clining to serve, commodore Bud was unanimously 
elected, 


Sec. 8. Any member neglecting to pay the as- 
sessments for one year, (unless absent from the 
country), or neglecting to pay when called oo after 
a delinquency of six months, shall forfeit his mem- 
bership. 

Sec. 9. Any member who shall leave the navy 
with honor, shall be considered a member so long 
as he pays his assessments, and he shall be entitled 
to all privileges, except being eligible as a director. 

Sec. 10. Every officer who shall be dismissed the 
service of the United States, by the sentence of a 
court martial, shall not be entitled to a vote, nor 
shall he meet the society on any occasion; but as 
this association is based upon principles of pure 
benevolence, if a person so circumstanced shall 
continue to pay his quarterly fees, his family shall 
be "squally entitled with the families of members to 
all the advantages of the association. 

Sec. 11. Any member shall be at liberty to with, 
draw whenever he shall signify such a wish to the 
board of directors. 

ARTICLE IF. 

Sec. 1. The management of all the concerns of 
the association shall be vested in a board of direc- 
tors, consisting of one from each grade of officers 
in the navy entitled to membership, and one from 
the officers of marine corps, to be elected annually 
in the manner hereafter prescribed. 

Sec. 2. Every officer who is a member of the as- 
sociation shall have u right to vote for directors by 
proxy, provided such proxy be given to an officer of 
his own grade. 

Sec. 3. The meetings for the election of directors 
shall be held on the first Monday in July annually, 
by public notice from the senior member of the 
association on each station; and the officers of each 
class shall vote for & director of their own grade; 
and one officer of each grade, with the secretary 
of the meeting, shall count and declare the votes; 
which votes being certified by the president and 
secretary, shall be returned to the secretary of the 
board within ten days after the election. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the secretary and 
treasurer of the board to count the number of votes 
for each class which shall have been returned with- 
in sixty days after the election; and the officer of 
each Class who may have the highest number, shall 
be considered elected. The secretary shall record 
all votes returned, and, within ten days after count- 
ing them, shall notify each member of his election. 

Sec. 5. Should any director die, or decline serv- 
ing, the board of directors shall supply the vacancy 
by an officer of the same grade. 

Sec. 6. If two or more candidates for the office 
of director should have an equal number of votes, 
the board of directors shall decide which of the 
candidates shall be entitled to the seat. 

Sec. 7. The board of directors shall meet at the 
seat of government on the first Monday in January 
annually, and elect from their own body a president 
and vice president, and appoint a treasurer and 
secretary, who shall be members of the institution. 

Sec. 8. The president shall have, besides his vote 
as a director, a casting vote in all questions on which 
the board may be equally divided. 

Sec. 9. Six directors shall be necessary to con- 
stitute a quorom for the transaction of business, but 
a less number may adjourn to any other day. 

Sec. 10. At the annual meeting of* the board, the 
accounts of the treasurer shall be examined and set- 
tled; the records of the secretary inspected; the 
appropriations of funds for the exigencies of the 
succeeding year be made; claims on the society ex- 
amined and determined; the treasurer directed 
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how to invest the, funds, and the current business 
of the society transacted. 

Sec. 11. The president may call a special . meet- 
ing 1 of the board on any extraordinary occasion, at 
such place as may be most convenient. 

&c.X2. The board of directors shall have power 
to make any by-laws, not inconsistent with the prin- 
ciples of this constitution. 

Sec. 13. The treasurer and secretary shall dis- 
charge the duties of their offices until others are 
appointed. 

ARTICLE III. 

Sec . 1. Every officer on subscribing to the con- 
stitution, shall pay to the treasurer or ms agent ten 
dollars. 

Sec. 2. Every member shall pay to the treasurer 
or his agent a quarterly assessment of three dollars. 

Sec. 3. The treasurer shall vest all unappropriated 
moneys in such national Or state stocks, as the board 
of directors shall order. 

Sec . 4. Certificates of stock shall betaken in the 
name of the board of directors, and shall not be 
transferable but by an order of the board, signed 
by the president, vice president and secretary. 

Sec . 5. No part of the principal of funds invested 
shall ever be distributed. 

Sec. 6. The funds shall accumulate for at least five 
years before any part be used, except for the neces- 
sary expenses of the institution 

Sec . 7. Seven per cent, at least on all moneys ac- 
xruing annually to the society, shall be applied to 
the permanent fund, until such time as it shall 
amount to five hundred thousand dollars. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 1. The disposable funds of the society shall 
be appropriated by the board of directors to the 
relief and support of widows and orphans of mem- 
bers; or in case adeceased member should leave no 
widow or child, then to his widowed mother or 
maiden sister or sisters, should they require the 
aid of the association; and for no other purpose ex- 
cept to defray the necessary expenses of the insti- 
tution. 

Sec. 2. The support and relief granted from the 
funds of the society shall be without relation to the 
grade of the deceased members, but according to 
the number and circumstances of the families re- 
quiring aid. 

Sec . 3. On the decease of a member it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of the board to write to the 
widow, child, widowed mother, or maiden sister, 
as the case may be, inquiring whether their situa- 
tion requires relief from the society. Such infor- 
mation as he may receive, he shall lay before the 
board of directors at their next meeting. 

Sec. 4. Belief shall be continued to male children 
of deceased members until they attain their eigh- 
teenth year, and to females so long as they re- 
main unmarried, and no longer. 

Sec . 5. Each director may be allowed fifteen 
cents per mile to eover all travelling expenses to 
and from the places assigned for the meeting of 
the board, and two dollars per diem, whilst actual- 
ly engaged in the affairs of the institution. 

Sec. 6. The secretary and treasury shall receive 
such reasonable compensation for their services as 
the board of directors shall deem proper. 

Sec. 7. The treasurer is authorised to receive 
any donations which may be made to the society, 
which shall be added to the permanent funds of the 
institution. 

Sec. 8. All orders for paying moneys shall be 
drawn, registered, and signed by the secretary, and 


approved by the president or vice president of the 
board. 

Sec, 9. Orders so drawn, registered, signed and 
approved, and such only, shall be good vouchers in 
the settlement of the accounts of the treasurer. 

Sec. 10. All persons paying moneys to the trea- 
surer shall take duplicate receipts therefor, and 
transmit one of them to the secretary. 

Sec. 11. It shall be the duty of the secretary to 
charge the treasurer with all such receipts, and 
credit him with all orders drawn on him. 

Sec. 12. The treasurer shall give bonds for the 
faithful performance of bis duty, to the amount of 
the funds that may be at his disposal during the year 
for which he shall be appointed. 

Sec. 13. The society shall have a common setl, 
which shall be kept by the secretary, and affixed to 
all papers of the institution. 

Sec . 14. This constitution shall not be altered or 
amended, unless such alteration or amendment be 
proposed at an annual meeting of the board of direc- 
tors, and approved by two thirds of them. The 
amendment or amendments proposed shall then 
be submitted to the members of the institution, and, 
if approved by four fifths of them, previously to tlie 
next annual meeting, it shall become a part of the 
constitution. 

Sec. 15. The board of directors shall prescribe 
the manner in which the opinions of the members 
shall be ascertained respecting any proposed 
amendment of this constitution. 

Sec. 16. The secretary of the board shall furnish 
every commander in the navy, and officers of the 
marine corps commanding, with a copy of this con- 
stitution, to which officers may subscribe. 

Done this fifteenth day of July, in the year of our 
lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty, 
and of the independence of the United States 
of America the forty-fifth. 

I. CHAUNCEY, President 

SAMUEL EVANS. 

A. J. DALLAS. 

W. B. SHUBRICK. 

I. M’KEEVER. 

SAMUEL H. MARSHALL.. 

CHEEVER FELCH. 

J. Watson, secretary. 


Lands in Virginia. 

The following, politely furnished for publication in 
■ the Register, may afford useful information to 
many persons in different parU of the United 
States: 

Auditor * soffice, Richmond ’ June 28, 1820. 

A brief, yet* comprehensive, abstract of the laws 
concerning forfeitures, and sales of lands for taxes, 
within this commonwealth, shewing how the same 
may be redeemed, will furnish useful information to 
those interested, particularly non-residents, who 
may not have the means of recurring readily to the 
various statutes passed on the subject: 

The law of February, 1814, directed that, in 1815; 
and in every year thereafter, in the month of Aug. 
the sheriffs of the counties, after advertising the 
same, should expose for sale all delinquent lands, 
or so much thereof as should be necessary to dis- 
charge the arrearages due tbereon. The provi- 
sions of that law were only partially enforced, and 
| no lands were either sold, or offered for sale, ex- 
| cept in the following counties, viz: — Amelia, Am~ 
hertt, Bath, Betjford, Botetourt , Brooke, Bucking- 
ham, Cabell, Campbell , Charlotte, Chesterfield, 

I Cumberland, • Fluvanna, Frederick, Goochland, 
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Grayson , Greenbrier , Grennsville, Hanover , Henrico , 
Henry, Isle of Wight, James Oily, Jft/ig and Queen, 
King William, Zee, Louisia, Lunenburg , Madison, 
Mason, Matthews, Mecklenburg, Monroe, Northum- 
berland , Nottoway, Ohio, Orange, Pendleton , Pitt- 
svlvania, Powhatan, Prince Edward, Prince William , 
Prince George, Randolph, Rockbridge , Russel, Scon, 
Shenandoah , Stafford, Surry, Sussex, Spottsylvania, 
Tazewell, Washington, Wood and Wythe. In such 
of the counties as are in italics, there were no sales 
until 1816. 

Such lapds us were actually sold in August, 1815, 
and not redeemed within one year thereafter, are 
vested absolutely in the purchaser, and are now ir- 
redeemable. Lands offered for sale , but not actually 
Isold, were forfeited to the literary fund, but may be 
redeemed at any time before the 23d of February, 
1822, by the original owner, or his representative, 
on paying the taxes due, together with ten per cent, 
per annum damages thereon. 

The lands which were actually sold in 1816, were 
redeemed by the executive, in pursuance of the act 
of February 20, 1817; and the taxes and damages 
for which they were sold, refunded to the purchas- 
ers thereof. They are now indefinitely redeema- 
ble by the original owner, or those claiming under 
him, on paying the amount so disbursed by the ex- 
ecutive, together with damages, at the rate of ten 
per centum per annum thereon. Until such re- 
demption ir effected, the money so paid by the ex- 

S cutive, constitutes a lien upon the land. The lands ( 
hat were offered for sale, but not actually sold, in 
August, 1816, became vested in the president and 
directors of the literary fbnd, and may be redeemed 
in the like manner with those which were forfeited 
to the said fund in 1815. 

The aforesaid act of February 20, 1817, repealed 
so much of* the law of 1814, as directed the annual 
sales of delinquent lands, and declared that the ar- 
rears of taxes and damages should be a lien upon 
the lands and lots upon which they were chargea- 
ble. Lands, therefore, which have neither been 
sold, nor offered for sale , upon which simple arrear- 
ages are due, may be redeemed at any time by pay- 
ing the taxes, with ten per centum per annum da- 
mages thereon, and a fee of fifty cents for each or- 
der of redemption. 

The lands which were forfeited to the literary 
fund in 1815 and 1816, and those which were ac- 
tually sold and re-purchased by the executive, can 
be redeemed by payment into the treasury only, on 
an order obtained from this office. Arrears due 
upon other delinquent lands may be paid either to 
the sheriffs, or directly into the treasury. 

* The situation of the lands in Virginia may be 
comprehended in the following classification: — 1st, 
Such as were sold in August, 1815, and not redeem- 
ed by the owner thereof within one year thereafter; 
the title to which may be considered as absolutely 
vested in the purchaser. 2d, Such as was offered for 
sale , but not sold from various causes. These be- 
came vested in the literary fund, and may be re- 
stored to the original owner, in the mode herein 
before stated. 3d, Such as were actually sold in 
1816, and redeemed by the executive — These are 
redeemable at any time. 4th, Such as have neither 
beenso/d nor offered for sale , but returned delin- 
quent to this office — These also may be redeemed 
as abovementioned. 

Proprietors residing without the limits of Virgi- 
nia, or in a part of the state remote from the situa- 
tion of their lands, would find it to their advantage 
to emploj' agents in the city of Richmond to super? 
tbeir interests, or else to correspond from 


time to time with this office. In their communica- 
tions should be particularly staled, the quantity and 
situation of their tracts, together with the names of 
former owners, from whom such tracts may have 
been transferred. A prompt and regular redemp- 
tion of delinquent lands, at this office, w child not only 
avoid the accumulation of damages, but be attended 
with much less hazard than to make remittances to 
the counties where the lands are situated. 

JAMES E. HEATH, Auditor . 


Foreign Articles. 

OURAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

The names given to things belonging to royally, 
if not really blasphemous are truly ridiculous. Thus, 
certaiu parts of the king’s dress at the coronation, 
and article^used thereat, are called “Ao/y” — 
cred,” &c. And it is noticed that one of the man- 
tles anciently used, was “ sacrilegiously ” stolen. We 
plain republicans cannot understand how there 
coidd be any thing more like sacrilege in the steal- 
ing of that mantle than in stealing a sheep. 

A smuggling vessel was lately captured by a re- 
venue cutter and sent into Dover. Ten of her crew 
being judged “fit fot his majesty’s service,” Were 
put into jail until they could be delivered to some 
proper officer. But at-noon'day, a large mob of 
smugglers and others collected, and, though every 
precaution in the power of the mayor had been 
taken, proceeded to work, unroofed the jail, threw 
down one of the side walls, and set all the prisoner* 
free! Several persons were injured m the affair. 

The Kent, of 74 guns, which was pulled on her 
slip by machinery about two years since, will be 
launched in the course of the next autumn. She 
has had a complete repair, and is as good as new. 
It is said that the expense of hauling up so large a 
ship as the Kent, is so great, that the experiment 
will hardly be repeated. 

The queen . This woman has been generally re. 
presented to us as coarse and indelicate. Mr. Can- 
ning, who some years ago had many opportunities 
with her as a legal adviser, has recently spoken of 
her in parliament as possessed of “fascinating man- 
nera-~of an open, genero.^, and unsuspecting dis- 
position” — that he felt nothing towards her but 
“affection and esteem;” and said, though he is one 
of the cabinet ministers, “so help me God, I never 
will place myself in the situation of an accuser to- 
wards that illustrious individual .” 

Royal Society . Sir Joseph Banks, from his age 
and infirmities, has tendered his resignation as pre- 
sident of this enlightened body. His resignation, 
however, was not accepted, from respect to his 
services. But an effort seems to have been made 
to elect prince J Leopold in his room! We pray that 
the honors of science and literature may remain 
the exclusive property of talents and worth, and not 
come under the withering grasp of royalty; though 
a besotted prince, living in open violation of most 
of the articles of the decalogue, was elected patron 
of the great British Bible Society. 

Courtly manners and severe rebuke. We have heard 
much of the princely deportment, suavity of man- 
ners, and polished behavior of the prince regent of 
England, now George IV. An anecdote, however, 
is related of his behavior to the celebrated Curran , 
which places these qualifications in ratiier a ques- 
tionable point of view. Upon Curran’s appointment 
as master to the rolls in Ireland, being in London, 
he was invited, together with many other distin- 
guished characters, to dine with the regent, who 
shewed Jiitu great and marked attention, by placing 
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him on his left hand at table. The bottle passed in 
princely stile during* the entertainment, and after 
drinking a variety of exhilirating toasts, the chair- 
man requested every noble guest to fill a very high 
bumper , which was complied with. The prince rais-' 
ed his glass apparently with the intention of saying 
something agreeable: all eyes were fixed on him, 
eager to meet his wishes, when he, without hesita- 
tion, threw its contents in Curran's face! I he fa- 
cetious barrister shook his head, wiped his face, and 
instantly raising his glass, passed the contents in 
his neighbor's face; whp bounced up greatly en- 
raged, and was about to proceed to extremities, 
when Curran addressed him with much good hu- 
mor, saying “My lord, it came from the chair!” 

Church of Scotland . An order in council having 
last year been sent to the general assembly of the 
church of Scotland, prescribing forms or heads of 
prayer, to be used by the ministers of that church, 
respecting prayers for the royal family, it was taken 
up by the general assembly on the 20th May. The 
following motion was thereupon made and carried, 
126 to 5o: 

“ That, whereas the independence of the church 
of Scotland, in all matters of faith, worship and dis- 
cipline, is fully established bp law, the general as- 
sembly finds it unnecessary and inexpedient to 
adopt any declaration with regard to the late orders 
in council, relative to prayers for his majesty and 
the royal family.” 

Later — London dates to the 22 d June . 

Bills for a loan of 12,000,000/. and the funding of 
9,000,000/. in exchequer bills, are before parliament. 
But the appropriations proceed in their usual stile. 
Consols for account were at 70 1-8. [By this we are 
to understand that the loan is really for twenty -one 
minions!] 

Military and marine mutiny bills were pending. 
Another attempt to reduce the army had failed. 

The court of king's bench, in the case of the 
sev. Father Hayes vs. E. A. Kendall, esq. have grant- 
ed a commission to be sent to Home, for the pur- 
pose of examining his holiness tiib porx, PIUS VII, 
cardinal Gonsalvi, and other church dignitaries of 
that city, in order to falsify a libel brought against 
the plaintiff. 

The queen , On the 19th of June, lord Castlereagh 
announced to the house of commons the failure of 
the negociation with the queen, and laid a-large 
bundle of papers on the table, the titles of which 
were read, and they were ordered to be printed for 
the use of the members. He and Mr. Brougham 
both expressed themselves doubtful if any arrange- 
ment would be made. On the 20th, when Mr, B. 
took his seat in the hause t he was loudly cheebed !— - 
and an anxious debate took place, but nothing was 
decided — some wished a further postponement of 
the affair, and so it was laid over until next day, an 
account of the proceedings on which has not reach- 
ed us. Lord A. Hamilton gave notice that he should 
iftove for the production of the orders in council, 
in pursuance of which her majesty’s name was 
erased from the liturgy.” [“Hear, hear."j 

The queen is said to have determined to remain 
in England, and to have engaged a Residence in the 
eountry. 

A London paper of the 20th girts the following 
account of the negociation — “The negociation be- 
tween his majesty's ministers and the queen, as we 
stated in yesterday’s paper, has failed. The cor- 
respondence, by the king’s command, was laid upon 
the table of both houses, and ordered to be printed. 
They are, in all, ten papers. ' The two first are 
genuine copii s of the letter of the carl of Liverpool, 


dated the 10th inst. and her majesty’s answer, the 
substance of which was stated, hut not accurately, 
in the papers ten days ago. Her majesty was not 
called on to renounce the style and title of queen. 
The next was a letter from lord Liverpool, to say 
that though they had not received an answer to the 
proposal of the 1 5 th April, made to Mr. Brougham, 
they were still ready to receive any proposition that 
her majesty might be graciously pleased to make. 

To this her majesty answers, that this proposition of 
the 15th April had never reached her hand till now; 
but the desire which she had to yield to the wishes 
of the two houses of parliament, would dispose her 
to receive with the most serious attention, any pro- 
posal that his majesty’s ministers might now make 
to her, consistent with her honor and dignity. That 
it was important to her majesty, that her name 
should be restored to the liturgy, as the withdraw - 
ing it, contrary to the statute, had the appearance 
of tending to some parliamentary or legal proceed- 
ings against her, and that must be removed as an 
equivalent resorted to as the means of removing 
that impression. That a suitable royal residence 
should be provided for her, such as her apartments 
in Kensington palace, which she had never given 
up, and that then she would be prepared to re- 
ceive further proposals. To this lord Liverpool 
replied, that the withdrawing her majesty's name 
from the liturgy had no view to any parliamentary 
or legal proceedings, but was grounded on the pre- 
cedent that the queen of king George I. was not in- 
cluded in the liturgy; aiijd that, as to a royal resi- 
dence, there was none at this time unoccupied, her 
majesty's former apartments in Kensington palace 
being in possession of her H. H. the dutches* of 
Kent; but his majesty’s ministers had directions to 
supply her with the means of such accommodation 
as her majesty might be pleased to chose for her- 
self. To this the queen replied, that the omis- 
sion of the name. from the liturgy of the queen of 
king George I. was only while she continued abroad, 
and that the restoration of her majesty’s name was 
indispensable to her honor. A proposal was then 
offered of a mediation, which was agreed to; and the 
next papers are the protocols of the meetings at 
the house of lord Castlereagh, in St. James’ square. 
At these conferences it was stated, on the part of her 
majesty, that the unfortunate circumstances in 
which she was placed, her anxiqus desire for the 
public tranquility, would make her give up with re- 
luctance her wish to remain in this country; but in 
taking up her residence abroad, instructions must 
be given to his majesty’s ministers to receive and 
present her at every court which she might visit, 
as .queen of the United Kingdom. As to her 
name being mentioned in the liturgy, she again de- 
manded it as a sine qua non. It was answered, that 
it was the invariable etiquette that foreign courts 
would not receive any person who had not been 
presented to the court of their own sovereign. — 
But if her majesty would condescend to fix her resi- 
dence either at the court of Milan, or another in 
Italy, his majesty would instruct his ministers at 
such court to shew her the due attentions as queen 
.of England, but his majesty cpuld not take upon 
himself to say that his recommendation would be 
effectual as to, her being received as queen. It-is 
also said, that when her majesty had fixed on the 
place of he? future residence, a suitable provision 
(»nd we understand the sum stated was 50,0002. a 
year) would be settled on her for life. The natu- 
ral and dignified reply to this was — that money 
ought not to be mentioned, for nothing was so dis- 
tant from her thoughts. 1: was not for money that 
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she contended, and it must not be alluded to again. 
Finally, she could not accept of a conditional re- 
commendation to be received at the court where 
she might take up her residence, and she must in- 
sist on the stipulations which had been required.-— 
Here the negociation broke oft*. 

Latest — London papers to the2Sth of June. 

The case of the queen almost exclusively occu- 
pies the newspapers. She has ordered a residence 
to be fitted up for her in England, where she in- 
tends to reside at least one year. Mr. Brougham 
is to resign his seat in the house of commons to 
plead her cause bcffore that of the lords. It will be 
seen below that she has been rather censured by the 
house of commons for rejecting the overtures made 
to her. We suppose now that her trial will be pres- 
sed. She persists in demanding “her rights,” and 
there appears to be no alternative. It seems high- 
ly probable tfrat many most scandalous tales will 
be told. The public, indeed, is prepared to ex- 
pect much obscene matter. 

The secret committee of the house of lords is 
about to commence its operations. 

In the house of commons , June 22, Mr. Wilberforce 
offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this house has learned with un- 
feigned and deep regret, that the late endeavors to 
frame an arrangement which might avert the neces- 
sity of a public enquiry into the information laid be- 
fore the two houses of parliament, have notledtothat 
amicable adjustment of the existing differences in 
the royal family which was so anxiously desired by 
parliament and the nation. 

That this house, fully sensible of the objections 
which the queen might justly feel to taking upon 
herself the relinquishment of any points in which 
she might have conceived her own dignity and ho- 
nor to be involved, yet feeling the inestimable im- 
portance of an amicable and final adjustment of the 
present unhappy differences, cannot forbear de- 
claring its opinion, that when such large advances 
have been made towards that object, her majesty, 
by yielding to the earnest solicitude of the house of 
commons, and forbearing to press further the adop- 
tion of those propositions on which any material dif- 
ference of opinion yet remains, would by no means 
be understood to indicate any wish to shrink from 
inquiry, but would only be deemed to afford a re- 
newed proof of the desire which her majesty has 
been graciously pleased to express, to submit her 
own wishes to the authority of parliament; there- 
by entitling herself to the grateful acknowledg- 
ments of the house of commons, and sparing this 
house die painful necessity of those public discus- 
sions, which, whatever might be their ultimate re- 
suit, could not but be distressing to her majesty's 
feelings.” 

Lord A. Hamilton moved, as an amendment, that 
at the end of the first period in the original reso- 
lution, all the words between “that this house” 
and the words “sparing this house” should be struck 
out, and the following words inserted in their stead. 

“That this house, sensible of the objection the 
queen must feel at the relinquishment of any points 
in which her dignity and honor are involved,* is of 
opinion, that the insertion of her majesty's name in 
the liturgy would be, under all the circumstances 
of the case, the most expedient and roost effectual 
mode of sparing this house,” 8tc. 

Sir F. Burdett seconded the amendment. , 

Mr. Wilmot supported Mr. Wilberforce** motion 
in a speech of some length. 

A debate of great length ensued. At the conclu- 
sion of which strangers . ere ordered to withdraw. 


Lord A. Hamilton's amendment was negatived with- 
out a division. At half past three A. M. the house 
divided on the original motion. 

For Mr. Wilberforcc's motion 391 

Against it 124 

Majority 267 

Ordered, that these resolutions be laid before 
her majesty. 

Ordered, Thai Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Stuart 
Wortley, sir T. Ackland and Mr. Bankes, do attend 
her majesty with the said resolution. 

On the 23d the queen's answer was presented to 
the house by the committee, as follows: “I am bound 
to receive with gratitude every attempt on the part 
of the house of commons, to interpose its high me- 
diation, for the purpose of healing those unhappy 
differences in the royal family, which no person has 
so much reason to deplore as myself. And with 
perfect truth I can declare, that an entire reconcile- 
ment of those differences, effected by the authority 
of parliament, on principles consistent with the 
honor, and dignity of all the parties, is still the ob- 
ject dearest to my heart. 

“I cannot refrain from expressing my deep sense 
of the affectionate language of these resolutions. 

“It shows the house of commons to be the faith- 
ful representatives of that generous people, to 
whom I owe a debt of gratitude that can never be 
repaid. — I am sensible too, that I expose myself to 
the risk of displeasing those who may soon be the 
judges of my conduct. But I trust to their can- 
dor and their sense of honor, confident that they 
will enter into the feelihgs which alone influence 
my determination. 

“It would ill become me to question the power 
of parliament, or the mode in which it may at any 
time be exercised. But however strongly I may 
feel the necessity of submitting to its authority, the 
question whether I will make myself a party to 
any measure proposed, must be decided by my own 
feelings and conscience, and by them alone. 

“As a subject of the state, K shall bow with defer- 
ence, and if possible, without a murmur, to every 
act of the sovereign authority. But as an accused 
and injured queen, I owe it to the king, to myself, 
and to all my fellow subjects, not to consent to the 
sacrifice of any essential privilege, or withdraw my 
appeal to those principles of public justice, which 
are alike the s afeguard of the highest and the hum- 
blest individuals.” 

After which there was considerable debate, but 
the house adjourned without deciding any thing. 
On the 26th, lord Castlereagh moved that the sub- 
ject relative to the queen should be postponed till 
“Thursday se'night,” and that further debate on 
his majesty’s message about her, “be adjourned to 
Friday week,” — which were agreed to, 195 to 100. 

The members of parliament, who waited upon the 
queen with the resolves of the house of commons, 
were exceedingly abused and violently hissedbv the 
populace assembled near her residence. After they 
had retired, they called loudly for the queen, and 
she appeared on the balcony, richly dressed. It 
was announced that she was to visit Drury Lane 
theatre, Where a particular play was to. be perform- 
ed, at her request. It appears very evident that 
she is desirous of increasing her popularity, under 
the belief, perhaps, that public feeling may have 
some weight in the scale against the influence of 
the king and his ministers. 

In the house of lords , June 26, the following peti- 
tion was presented from the queen. 

*• Caroline Regina — The queen having been in* 
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formed that proceedings, affecting her dignity, ho- 
nor and character, have been instituted against her 
in the house, feels it necessary, as the only consti- 
tutional way which she is informed is left to her, to 
approach the house of lords, and to petition as a 
fellow subject. Her majesty is ready and anxious 
to meet every charge affecting her honor, and chal- 
lenges the most complete inquiry into her conduct; 
but she protests against any committee of secret 
examination. Her majesty is also anxious that the 
inquiry should be speedily and openly gone into; 
but she cannot bring herself to think that the house 
oflords will sanction so cryingan injustice as that 
of proceeding to that enquiry in the absence of her- 
self, her oounsel, and witnesses, the latter of which 
cannot be brought together in some weeks; but the 
moment they arrive, ner majesty will cause due 
notice to be given to the house of lords, that the 
inquiry may proceed any way the house may think 
fit. Jn the mean time, before any other step is tak- 
en, her majesty prays to be heard, by her counsel, 
at the bar of their lordships house this night.’* 

On this being read, her counsel were admitted. — 
Mr. Brougham boldly pledged himself to maintain 
her cartse, and afford “glorious proof of her inno- 
cence.” He asked for a little delay “not in the vul- 
gar sense of the word,” but merely to collect and ar- 
range those materials which was to resist and drive 
out from their lordships presence the “creatures 
who had been spying into her conduct,” &c. Af- 
ter which, the meeting of the committee was put 
off to the 28th June. 

On the 23*th June, the last date that we^have be- 
fore us, it was proposed to discharge the secret 
committee altogether— This was rejected 102 to 47. 

FRANCE. 

A writer in the Federal Gazette , who appears to 
have made himself fully acquainted with the sub- 
ject, has given us a long and interesting article on 
the “French election law,” in that paper of Monday 
last; of which the following is a brief abstract, leav- 
ing out any notice of his well pointed comments: 

After the abdication of Napoleon and his exile to 
Elba, Louis granted what is called the charter, in 
1814> which contained many provisions suppos- 
ed to be suited to the advance of mind. Among 
other things, this charter provided for a repre- 
sentation of the people in the chamber of depu- 
ties, after this manner — the voters for deputies 
were to be persons paying 300 francs, (about 860) 
direct taxes, and to be 30 years of age. They 
met at the chief town of their department and elect- 
ed the deputies to which it was entitled. A person 
eligible to serve as a deputy, was ,to pay, at least, 
1000 francs, (g200) direct taxes, and to be 40 years 
•f age. 

• About four weeks after the battle of Waterloo, 
when Paris was possessed by the allied troops, ano- 
ther regulation was adopted under their bayonets; 
but it did not last long, and gave way to that above- 
mentioned in the charter; under which, all the per- 
sons in France, entitled to vote, only amounted to 
between 80 and 100,000. 

The new arrangement proposed, and lately car- 
ried by the ministry, gives the power of represen- 
tation to 15 or 20,000 electors, out of a population 
of28, 000,000 of people, and those the most wealthy, 
and, of course, the least friendly to the advance- 
' ment-of the lower and middling classes of the com* 
munity, after this manner: 

“The list of all the qualified voters in the depart- 
ment being taken, the one fifth in number of that 
9 Jist, are selected, who pay the highest taxes — be- 
ginning with him who pays most, and so, going 


down until the one fifth of the whole number of 
voters in the department are taken. These per- 
sons so selected are to form the Electoral College 
of the Department t the remaining number of voters 
ate to be divided into as many college s as there are 
arrondissements in the department, each ammt&tse- 
ment having its college of atron di torment, each of these 
colleges of arrondiseement is to nominate as many 
persons as the department has a right to send de- 
puties to the chamber. 

“The list of all the persons nominated by the or- 
rondissements is then presented to the college of de- 
partment , composed as above stated; and from that 
list the college of department^ selects the number of 
deputies, which the department is entitled to re- 
turn to the chamber of deputies. 

“But if there should not be a sufficient number of 
candidates returned by the colleges of arrondistemeni, 
as having an absolute majority of the votes , the college 
of department can complete the list by taking the 
names of any persons voted for, no matter how few 
votes they may have had— so that a person who lias 
the least number of votes may be returned as a de- 
puty to the chamber. For example, the depart- 
ment IfAisne , is composed of five arrondissemeuts, 
and sends four deputies to the chamber. The rot- 
leges of arrondissemetit will have to present, there- 
fore, twenty candidates to the college of department . 
But, suppose that two or three persons, most dis- 
tinguished in the department, should be voted for 
in several of the arrondissements -the college of de- 
partment may make up the list of twenty from the 
others voted for in the arrondissements; and then, 
as it may choose any on the list, it may actually re- 
turn to the chamber of deputies a person who has 
received only one vote, in preference to him who 
has received a thousand.” 

With such provisions, the idea of representation is 
a mockery —yet the ministry have said that, with- 
out such checks, it was impossible for the present 
government to stand! Then let it fall. The origi- 
nal law was bad enough— out of nearly five millions 
oj men , capable of bearing arms, and liable to be 
called upon to defend the countiy, it only allowed 
about 100,000 voters — that is, one of fifty ; now they 
would allow only one of two hundred and fifty to have 
direct weight in electing the representatives of the 
people!!! 

One of the latest London papers says— We are 
informed by an intelligent Frenchman, just arrived 
from France, that some very serious disturbances 
have taken place at Lyons. An immense mob as- 
sembled* who were attacked, and finally dispersed, 
by the Swiss, with the loss, however, of about 300 
of the latter killed and wounded. That the legion 
de la Vienne had refused to fire on the populace, 
and were in consequence decimated, and their co- 
lonel thrown into prisbn. He adds that the censure 
will not allow any of the above particulars to ap- 
pear in the journals. 

A late private letter from Paris says:— The dis- 
trust and alarm and indignation of the public mind 
has nearly reached its highest point; the cup is 
nearly full, a very few drops more and it will over- 
flow. If arbitrary power and oppression seem de- 
termined to re-seize their sceptre in this country, 
old friends and allies — the ignorance and prejudices 
of the dark ages, have also awaked from their slum- 
bers. 

Accounts from Paris were to June 19. Tbe mu- 
nicipal body of Paris had presented a loyal address 
to tne king, lamenting the late disturbances. Tbe 
king said the charter was dearer to him tban to 
those who had shouted its mune. At Brest, N <nu snS 
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Rennes, there had been riot*, which had been sup- 
pressed by the military. 

A new ordonnance of police has been published 
at Fans, strictly enjoining all hotel-beepers, 6tc. 
and all persons letting lodgings, or having inmates, 
to make a daily return of all persons in their houses, 
whether residing there as lodgers, as guests, or as 
friends. 

(^Letters and papers from Paris, of the 22d of 
June, are noticed in those of London. That city 
was tranquil, but at Toulouse, Ilheims, Issoire, Brest 
and Caen, some disturbances had taken place, tho* 
nothing serious is mentioned as having happened. 

BETHBBJ.AKDS. 

The moving mountain . — Accounts from Namur say , 
that the moving mountain has made terrible pro- 

f ress during the night, from the 30th to the 31st of 
anuary. It has advanced more than six feet; the 
communication between that city and Dinant, which 
was the great road to Paris, is shut up; people must 
go by way of La Plante, along the Meuse, and in 
case the waters should rise, the passage would be 
impossible. The house of Mr. Staplaux is cracked 
by the pressure of the earth, and that of Mr. Detil- 
leux is threatened by the neighborhood of a mass 
which is sixty feet higher than the roof. 

spAur. 

Accidentally turning over the ninth volume of 
the Rkoistkr, page 412, wc saw an account, told 
by a fellow from the pulpit, of the labors of Ferdi- 
nand, when at Valency, in France, to make a pet- 
ticoat for the J<Queen of Angels,” the Virgin; and 
that she, the said “queen of angels,” appeared to 
another fellow and the king himself, to express the 
pleasure -which her new clothes gave her, promising 
great things! The story is worth referring to by 
those depressed in mind, that they may laugh hear- 
tily and be relieved, though it was printed under 
authority of the holy inquisition! 

The following is the substance of sundry late re- 
gulations of the government of Spain:- Licenses 
which have been granted since the 9th of March 
last, to trade beyond seas, are suspended: fogging 
is prohibited throughout the Spanish dominions: 
the proper tribunals are to take cognizance of all 
suits arising from confiscations and reprisals: the 
political sentiments and moral character of the re- 
venue officers are to be enquged into: the chapters 
of certain churches praying to be maintained in the 
enjoyment of certain privileges f have been told that 
privileges are contrary to the spirit of consti- 
tution, and that, therefore, their application cannot 
be complied with: invalid soldiers are to be prefer- 
red for revenue officers^ and the girls who marry 
such persons arc to be the first pensioned: the king 
has given up many sources of his personal revenue 
for the payment of the national debt: the creditors 
of the state arc hereafter to receive the funds appro- 
priated for them. 

Don Raphael Diego, having four times declined 
the appointment of major-general, which had as 
often been offered to him by the king of Spain, on 
the fifth offer, accepted the appointment. He has 
a command of 3600 men at Seville. 

Two regiments have had a quarrel at Zerez, but 
the particulars are not yet known. 

An article from Irun, dated the 6th instant, says— 
“Messrs. Calderon and Cerezo, comprehended in 
the late royal decree against the 69 perjured mem- 
bers of the cortes, are at Bayonne; and Messrs. 
Labondesa, Cattero and Sanchez, belonging to the 
same party, are at St. Jean de Luz. 

“The marquiss de Villa-Piayres, secretary-gene- 
ral of the supreme tribunal of the inquisition, was 


to leave the capital on the 4th, in order to proceed 
to Geifoii, where he is conveying all the furniture of 
his house, and even his library.” 

BCSSIA. 

An article, dated Hamburg, June 12, states that 
“the emperor of Russia has addressed a declaration 
to all the European courts, relative to the late po- 
litical changes in Spain.” 

A Frankfort article mentions the negociation of 
a new loan of 100,000,000 roubles for the court of 
Russia. 

On the 24th of May, a fire broke out in the im- 
perial palace of Zangajesclo, 14 miles from St. Pe- 
tersburg, which consumed a great part of that splen* 
did edifice, together witli the academy founded by 
the present emperor. The emperor was present 
I during the conflagration, and animated the exer- 
! lions of the engineers and military in extinguishing 
the flames. 

TURKEY. 

Great preparations are making at Constantinople 
for the reduction of Ali Pacha, who is represented 
to be immensely rich, and determined to employ 
his money to maintain his revolt by arms. 

SOUTH AXEBICA. 

Com. Aury has returned to Old Providence, with 
a light squadron of 15 vessels, frojn an unsuccessful 
attempt on Truxilloand Amoa,from whence he was 
beaten off, with the loss of 15 killed and wounded, 
and one vessel sunk. 

CHRONICLE. 

Med, on Sunday last, at Georgetown, John Gra* 
ham , esq. late minister of the United States at the 
court of the Brazils. 

A general court martial , composed of gen. Scott, 
as president, and colonels Mitchell, House, Pink- 
ney, Lawrence, Eustis, and Walbach; as members, 
was to have assembled recently, at Detroit, in Mi- 
chigan, for the trial of several officers of high rank 
in the army. Col J. L. Snath, of the 3d regiment, 
is said to be one of these officers. 

From Gibraltar . We learn that on the arrival of 
the Columbus, 74, com. Bainbridge, at that port, 
gov. Don immediately sent him a polite note, stat- 
ing that the restriction which he thought it his duty 
to impose on the American squadron, in March last, 
was removed— by order of his government; who, it 
seems, rightfully considered that the quarrels of a 
few individuals should not assume any thing like 
a national affair. The customary salutes were then 
fired, and the commodore went on shore to vi- 
sii the governor. After which, those officers who 
had behaved so badly to capt. Thompson, of^the 
Guerriere — see page 271, together with those of 
the sixty-fourth regiment, who seemed to have 
combined to kill the officers of that ship, nobly came 
forward with satisfactory apologies. So all is peace 
again. Capt. Thompson had been requested by 
the governor to prefer a statement of facta against 
the officers who visited his ship, that they might 
be tried by a court martial, but he generously de- 
clined it. The conduct of com. B. in this affair is 
highly spoken of, and the whole matter has added 
not a little to the reputation of our countrymen. 

Philadelphia. It was announced in the papers of- 
that city of the 4th inst. that during the preceding 
fortnight twelve cases of “yellow fever,” had ap- 
peared in a small district, nine of which had termi- 
nated fatally, and that the three others had been 
removed to the country: but that no case of the dis- 
ease was then known to exist in the city. No new 
case has been reported since, and we sjnceTely 
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hope # that the health of Krtladelphia may be pre- 
served. The district was depopulated by the 
board of health, except one person who would not 
remove— fenced up and guarded, to prevent access 
to it. The seat of the disease was in a space of only 
80 yards. Here is proof that the disorder is local, 
were further proof of the fact desired. 

Mortality . Interments in Baltimore for the week 
ending Aug. 7. — Consumption 4, still-born 2, teeth- 
ing 2, worms 1, oholera 14, suicide 1, accidental 
death by hanging 1, old age 4, dropsy 1, suicide by 
insanity 1, convulsions 1, casualty 1, dysentery 3, 
rheumatism 1— Total 37. 

Of whom 16 were of one year and under, 5 be- 
tcen 1 and 5; 3 between 5 and 10; 1 between 10 and 
21. Of the whole number, 8 were colored. This 
shews, perhaps, the most extraordinary degree of 
health ever known at this season of the year in Bal- 
timore. 

The number of deaths in Philadelphia during 
the last week was 53 adults and 58 children. Of 
those there were of Colera morbus 27, dysentery 5, 
remittent fever 1, bilious fever 13, nervous fever 1, 
malignant fever 4, typhus fever 8, leprosy 1. 

Counterfeit bank bills, abundant / — 1. — as 5 dollar 
bills of the bank of the U. S. payable at Philadel- 
phia, not engraved by Murray, Draper, &c. 2.— 3’s 
of the Union bank of Georgetown, so well done 
as to deceive good judges— let the whole of this 
denomination be rejected. 3.— 5’s of the Farmer’s 
bank of Maryland. 4 3*s of the same, both paya- 

ble at Annapolis, which may be detected by those 
acquainted with the genuine notes. 5. — l’s of the 
Franklin bank of Baltimore 6.— 2*s of the same 
bank. With care these may be discovered, but the 
best way is to refuse to tike neither l’s or 2’s of 
this bank. Is it not time that the trash of small 
notes was driven out of circulation altogether? 

Eastern banks. There are one hundred and one 
kankino institutions in New England, Vhich are 
divided among the states as follows: Maine, 15 — 
New Hampshire, 11 — Massachusetts, 30 — Rhode 
Inland, 34 — and Connecticut, 11. 

Naval. The ship of the line just about to be 
launched at Philadelphia, is to be na ned the "North 
Carolina” as determined by the lot. Her figure- 
head is to be a bust of sir Walter Raleigh, who is 
considered as the founder of the state. In like man- 
ner as in the case of the Ohio, a frigate is immediately 
to be laid down on the place now occupied by the 
«N. C.” There is a great economy in timber by this 
arrangement. 

African colonization . By the arrival of his B. M. 
ship Tartar, sir Geo. Collier, at Charleston, from the 
coast of Africa, we learn that 14 out of 22 of the 
principal settlers, recently from the United States, 
had died at Shebro' island. This is truly bad news. 
The British have four corvettes and two gun brigs 
on the coast. . The officers and crew of the Tartar 
had suffered severely— in nine months, 1 lieutenant, 
2 masters, 4 surgeons, 1 purser, 1 gunner, and seve- 
ral midshipmen, had been buried from her. 

North- Carolina. We lately noticed an alleged 
defect in the law of this state, as to the election of 
presidential electors. The law is now said to be 
sufficient— a different opinion was entertained on 
account of the words hereafter having been printed 
for hereinbefore. 

The Choctaws. We are pleased to believe that 
the report of a dreadful civil raging among this 
tribe of Indians is without foundation. A late tra- 
veller through the nation heard nothing of it. 


Com. Chauncey has been appointed president <wf 
of the Agricultural Society of New York, This se- 
lection appears rather singular, though pleasing’. 

More silver/ We have the following account of 
the discovery of a silver mine, in a paper printed 
at Salem, Indiana, July 10.—' “We have been inform* 
ed by gentlemen of credibility, that there has been 
a silver mine lately discovered in the late pur- 
chase in this state. The circumstances relating tzr 
it are these: A few months ago, a gentleman near' 
the boundary line was informed, by an Indian, that 
there was a mine of this kind somewhere, but re- 
fused to tell him where it was, unless the man 
would pay him fifty dollars, a horse, gun and seve- 
ral blankets, which the man did, and was taken to 
the place, and brought away several pounds of the 
ore. He has since, we are told, brought a way about 
three hundred pounds. He refuses to tell" where 
it is, but says there is at least three waggon loads 
already cast into bars by the Indiahs, which he in- 
tends to bring away. We have seen (so have seve- 
ral citizens of Salem) some of the ore, and should 
suppose it at least two thirds silver. The ore is so 
pure that it can be drawn out with the hammer, into 
bars of almost any size, and it is thought by some 
to be sufficiently pure in its natural state. From 
the representation of it, the mine is inexhaustible, 
and in a situation difficult to be discovered.” 

Whaling ! It would seem by the following arti- 
cle from the Boston Patriot, that the invention of 
the torpedo by the late Robert Fulton, to destroy 
enemies* ships in the late war, is about to be made 
use of for another valuable purpose, viz. blowing 
up whales! 

“It was hardly to have been expected, that these 
destructive engines should have been adopted in 
the prosecution of one of the most thriving branch- 
es of business in which navigation is now employed. 
Yet, we are informed that a vessel has recently been 
fitted at New-Bedford, bound on a whaling cruise, 
with an apparatus on board for the purpose of tak- 
ing whales by blowing them up. 

Torpedoes, of arrow form, are thrown from a guw 
I on board the vessel, which are calculated to rink 
I into the body of the whale, and there explode. As 
the experiment has not yet been fully tested, we 
think its success, to say the least, is problematical” 
New Fork school find, &c. We have a long and 
interesting statement in the New York papers, of 
the furf.s set apart for literary purposes. They 
chiefly consist of bonds and mortgages, for money 
loaned, a considerable quantity of bank stocks, and 
sundry valuable tracts of land. The amounts are 
as follows: 

The fund for the support of “common schools” 
is equal to $ 1,232,908— and its annual product 
about g78,964. 

The fund for the. “promotion of literature** 
amounts to g20 1,439, and its income is $5,288. 
This fund is divided among the colleges, in propor- 
tion to their scholars. Both of these funds are on 
the inevease as to value and product. 

Besides— the occasional grants of the legislature 
for literai7 purposes since 1790, amounts to one 
million, one hundred and eighty -nine thousand and 
fifty -six dollars. And the general aggregate of ap- 
propriations, for the last thirty years, including 
escheated lands, school lots, fees, Icc. but exclud- 
ing the annual revenue derived from the permanent 
fiwds, is estimated to amount to three millions of 
dollars! 


POINTED BY WILLIAM OODXX MILES, AT THE FRANKLIN P1ESS, WATER-STREET, BAST •* SOUTH-STREET. 
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, We have been politely requested to register the 
convention by which Louisiana was ceded to the 
United States, and shall do it at the first convenient 
fceason. 

. Our late news from England shew that the king 
and his ministers have resolved to degrade and re- 
pudiate the queen, if they can. 

Bad xadb worse. Few gentlemen have claimed 
a greater share of my respect than the patriotic go- 
vernor of Tennessee— a plain honest man “whose 
Word would pass for more than he is worth;” and I 
never saw any thing from him or heard ought about 
him, which 1 so much regretted as his message to 
the extraordinary meeting of the legislature of that 
state, on the 26th of June la*t, an extract from which 
was published in the Register of the 29th of July, 
l>age 389— in which he recommends what he calls 
a “property law,** or, in other words, a law to ar- 
rest the progress of the law for the recovery of debts 
honestly due — a violation of contracts^ i am sure 
that he meant well, much as I differ from him as to 
the justice or policy of this proceeding. | 

But the legislature^ acting on this subject has 
hdopted something much worse than the governor 
proposed — they have made a “great big” Aaitir, which 
• hall discount notes, and only call in payments on 
certain conditions and at fixed rates — the notes of 
which are to be received in all payments made to 
the state for lands of otherwise,— it is also enact- 
ed, that no execution shall issue unless tlie plaintiff 
will agree to receive the bills or notes of this bank 
in payment; and all this, without the deposit of a 
solitary dollar in the vaults of the bank to redeem 
the notes thus attempted to be forced upon tlie peo- 
ple! Why, the thing is so fiery— has so much of 
combustion irt itself* that it must blow up; but not 
perhaps, until some h cute speculators have made 
their fortunes out of it, as the fashion is. It is like 
“jumping out of the frying part into the fire.** 

T he madness, the wickedness of the “paper sys- 
tem,” is now so well understood that it is useless to 
speak upon it. Rascals rolling in wealth and ho- 
nest men oppressed by poverty, is every where 
manifested as the fruit which it produces. I do not 
mean by this to allude to banks established on so- 
lid capitals and conducted by worthy men; for a 
few or these are not only most eminently useful 
but indispensable to the public oonvenience; situat- 
ed as things are. But when a bank is bottomed on- 
ly on stock notes, or, like that to he made in Ten- 
nessee, only founded upon a law* and the notes of 
such institutions are forced into circulation, it is 
a robbery on the many for the advantage of a few. 
it is just as certain as that the sun shines at noon 
day, that the benefits of this grand panacea will 
Centre in perhaps less than 50 or 100 individuals— 
and that til the rest of the people of the state will 
he sufferers by it. We shall see. The generous! 
citizens of Tennessee will curse this institution in 
less than two years, like the people of Pennsylvania 
and Kentucky have cursed the abominable litters 
which have absolutely ruined so many of them, 
theretofore independent and happy. We “put this 
down,” that it may be remembered; and that, as 
on fbrmer occasions, we may have die merit of pro- 
ptiecying, when we only mean to say that if a man 
VOL. xym. 31. 


| applies a coal of fire to a cask of gun-powder, that it 
will explode* 

The U nited States, with all their infl uence, could 
not force the use of treasury notes in the late war; 
and can Tennessee expect that those of her paper 
bank will be forced? Public opinion greatly sup- 
ported the former; but the latter is without this 
poweiful aid: what, then, must be the result? Mere- 
ly the issue of more paper — a partial procrastina- 
tion df distress to some needy persons— but accu- 
mulated misery to all except a few tpeculatore — the 
leeches of society, who fatten on the sweat and 
blood of men. We have had the paper mania and 
must wear the “straight jacket,” to be cured of it, 
— the fever must he allayed by abstinence. Nothing 
else will relieve it. 

Besides — the worst evil that Tennessee suffers, 
has probably been caused by the liberal purchases 
of her merchants and dealers when the represen- 
tatives of money were cheap, and any body could 
get a discount at bank. The continual demands of 
the importers drain the country of its wholesome 
medium, and this law will keep what yet remains in 
it out of circulation. The notes of the new bank* 
we venture to say, if now issued, could not, in three 
months hence, be converted into money , even in 
Tennessee, at 25 per cent, loss, and our brokers 
would not then buy them at 75 per cent, discount. 
Hut, the law of the statq cannot interfere with a 
creditor in another — the courts of the United States 
will not respect this law of the state, impairing the 
obligation of contracts, and executions roust issue. 
What then? only gold and silver, or the notes of 
specie-paying banks, will be received, and property 
will he sold at less, perhaps, than half the price v 
which it would have brought but on account of this 
unfortunate unconstitutional law — the enactmont 
of which, With the light and knowledge at present 
spread befbre the people as to the eff ect of a posi- 
tively paper currency, is about one of the most 
wonderful tilings that we have lately met with— as 
odd, as that the king of England should be president 
of a society “f or the suppression of vice and immou> 
rality!” 

Aoaixst tub hew tariff* The following print- 
ed circular, from the Chamber of Commerce of 
Philadelphia, appears to have been freely distribut- 
ed over the United States: 

Philadelphia, June 29/A, 1820* 
Sib — T he Chamber of Commerce of this city, be- 
ing impressed with a belief that the contemplated 
revision and alteration of the system of duties, at 
the next session of the national legislature, is one 
i of the most important measures which can be the 
subject of deliberation by the general government; 
and alarmed at the efforts which were made during 
the last session of congress to establish a new tariff* 
founded on principles which they conceive to be 
highly injurious both to the commercial and agri- 
cultural interests of the union; consider it incum- 
bent upon them to take the most early and effectual 
measures to prevent the proposed alteration. 

Under these views entertained by the Chamber, 
at a special meeting held on the 14th inst. it was 
determined that it would be essentially useful to 
collect the sentiments end information of the great 
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body of merchants and men conversant with the 
trade of the country, that they may be, combin- 
ed in the assertion and maintenance of the rights 
and interests of commerce, in a manner calculated 
duly to impress the national legislature. Resolu- 
tions were accordingly passed, a copy of which is 
annexed. 

The committee appointed by the Chamber beg 
leave to request, that you will take measures to pro- 
mote this interesting obiect, by making known 
these views to the merchants generally in your 
place, and exciting them to a thorough examination 
of the subject, that they may become actively and 
earnestly engaged in the support of interests which 
are of most unquestionable magnitude. 

With deference the committee suggest, that the 
sentiments of the merchants, and others connected 
with commerce, may be most effectually collected 
and embodied, and a system of uniform and gene- 
ral action be best matured, by a convention of de- 
legates, from as many of our mercantile towns and 
cities as can conveniently send them, to meet in one 
of the central cities; and to this suggestion your 
particular attention is requested. 

The committee trust that it will be recollected, 
that complaints have been made, with great justice, 
of the extreme inattention of the mercantile inte- 
rest to this most important subject, during the late 
session of congress, and confidently hope, that here- 
after no cause will exist for a similar imputation. 

The committee will be happy to receive from 
you an early communication on this subject, and 
request that it may be directed to John Vaughan, 
Esq. secretary of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
city of Philadelphia. 

On behalf of the committee, 

ROBERT* ALSTON, President. 
THOS. M. WILLING, V. President . 
Johx Vacchajt, Scc'ry C. C. Phi la. 

Extract from the minutes o f the Chamber oj Commerce 

of the city of Philadelphia , at a special meeting, held 

the 14rth of June, 1820. 

* Hesolved, That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire if any, and if any what alterations are neces- 
sary in the existing tariff* of duties; to digest and 
prepare a new system if they think proper; to cor- 
respond with and interest the Chambers of Com- 
merce in other places; and where no such bodies 
exist, to apply to the principal merchants and en- 
deayor to obtaiu a general co-operation, by conven- 
tion or otherwise, of the mercantile community, in 
a representation to congress at the ensuring session; 
the object of which will be to afford equal encou- 
ragement to the great branches of national indus- 
try, agriculture, commerce and manufactures; and 
generally to pursue such measures m they may 
deem proper to promote the object of their ap- 
pointment. 

"Resolved, That the officers of the Chamber, to- 
gether with Messrs. H Pratt, Jacob Sperry, Samuel 
Archer, R. M. Whitney, J. R. Evans, J. S. Wain, B. 
Dahlgren, Charles Perry, and J. Goddard, be a com- 
mittee to carry the foregoing resolution into effect.” 

In consequence of the preceding, a meeting of 
merchants and others was held at Richmond, Va. 
on the 8th inst., at which the following resolution 
was adopted: 

« Resolved , That a committee of seven be appoint- 
ed to take into consideration the papers which have 
been submitted from the Chamber of Commerce of 
Philadelphia, and to report such measures, -touch- 
ing the proposed tariff, as the said committee may 
deem it expedient to adopt, to a meeting to be held 


at the Coffee Room, on Friday, the 8th September* 

And the following gentlemen were then consti* 
stituted the committee, viz. Messrs. Thomas Ruth- 
erford. Robert Pollard, John G. Gamble, Charles 
Ellis, Edmund Taylor, Thomas Brockenbrough mud 
William Galt.” 

(O It is highly probable that similar meetings 
will be held in many other places; for it is said, that 
“when the manufacturing interest conspires, it is 
necessary for the agricuituralits and merchants to 
combine.” 

The agriculturalists of the eastern, middle and 
western states, we are of opinion, see it clearly to 
be their interest that domestic manufactures should 
prosper, because of the home-market afforded for 
the productions of their soil— a market whose ad- 
vantages are every day becoming more and more 
manifest to them. We venture to say, without the 
fear of contradiction by any one who lias the mind 
to ascertain and the industry to consider what may 
be called the statistics of tije, in a state of society, 
that the location of one hundred manufacturers in 
a district containing one thousand persons engaged 
in raising and rearing articles of food, would give 
an increased value to those articles, in consequence 
of such location, so that the difference in price would 
exceed the entire amount paid for clothing the 
thousand, much more the pittance of price which 
an advance of the duties might impose upon their 
apparel: — we mean in times like the present, when 
Europe is at peace, and every nation is required to 
rest upon its own resources, destitute of artificial 
'excitements am! temporary advantages. But it may 
not seem to be alike the interest of that class of 
agriculturalists, generally known and understood 
by the name of planters — that is, the growers of 
cotton, tobacco and rice, important staples of our 
country and worthy of great consideration. As, 
comparatively speaking, they raise no more grain 
and cattle than is sufficient for the common con- 
sumption of their respective families and districts, 
bending their force to the articles mentioned, it 
appears to them that an advance of duty on a yard 
of cloth, needful for the comfort of themselves or 
their people, operates as a direct tax upon them, 
without any counteracting benefit. In the first 
place, the amount of this advance duty is greatly 
overrated; and in the second, the protection of do- 
mestic industry may prevent a real direct tax, which 
will bear peculiarly heavy upon these, because of 
the principle of representation adopted in the con- 
stitution. 

As to the former— It must be recollected that 
the present duties on imported goods exist for the 
sole purpose of revenue ; and, high as they are said ta 
be, we know that we have really to borrow not 
much short of five millions to keep the “wheels of 
government” a-going, this year, and it is reasona- 
bly calculated that we shall have to borrow mate 
for the service of the next: after which, if Europe 
remains at peace and we are compeDed to rest 
upon our own natural resources, we must barrow, 
borrow, borrow, after the manner of Great Britain, 
—or, levy new taxes or retrench our expenses 
enormously— perhaps, imprudently. I say impru- 
dently, because though I believe that a great re- 
treachment may safely be made, I apprehend that 
the “signs of the times” and the general nature 
and progress of things, will not permit it to pro- 
ceed so far that our expenditures can be met with 
the revenue to be expected from imports, if) the 
general want of profitable employment which pre- 
vails over so many parts of our country. So we 
see that, as the present tariff was not laid for the 
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advantage of domestic industry at applied to ma- 
nufactures, it cannot be lessened in its amount for 
the benefit of the planters— government “wants 
tnoney and must have it.” Well, at this time all 
cotton goods are estimated (fol* duty) to cost 25 
cents per square yard, and the duty is 20 per cent, 
ad val.\ so that the duty on the lowest priced cot- 
tons, including charges, (if fairly paid,) may now 
femount to about 5£ cents per square yard. This 
takes in a very lar^e portion of the cotton goods 
tvhich we used to import — not less than one half 
Yet so it is, that this rate of duty, by the improve- 
ments in labor-saving machinery, may be said to 
haVe driven the coarse East India goods out of our 
market, and to have severely checked the import 
of those of Great Britain, &c.; and it is a fact, that 
good and strong American muslins are now selling 
at from 16 to 17 cents per square yard, as regular 
prices, which is little enough in all conscience — not 
to be complained of by any one. But if the duty 
on foreign cottons was at even 53 1-3 per cent., as 
proposed by the new tariff*, what would the differ- 
ence amount to ? Take the average of the people 
of the south who are clothed in coarse goods, 
(about one half of the whole number of persons,) 
nnd I venture to say, that they do not consume more 
than twenty yards of cottons, or any thing in lieu 
thereof, in a year. On these, the difference of duty 
would amount to about 60 cents for e^ch person, per 
fennum — the sum which I used to pay every three 
weeks on the coffee consumed in my little family! 
which, person for person, was more than twice as 
much as the proposed difference in the tariff would 
make, though that difference, it has been fearfully 
said, would make “Virginia tributary to Rhode Isl- 
and!” But the fact is, even this difference would 
not exist. The assessment of the 33 per cent, could 
only have this effect — to exclude such East India 
and British goods as we can easily make at home, I 
and, possibly, advance the price of the latter from 
half a cent to one cent per yard, which would cstab- J 
lish our cotton manufactories and afford an ample 
profit to all persons engaged in them. This is the | 
effect of machinery.* So we perceive that a mea- 
sure which would employ a large portion of our 
unproductive population, and give life and activity 
to many suffering districts, amounts comparatively 
to nothing, when we look at it fairly. The differ- 
ence in the cost of clothing a full field hand, (as to 
cotton goods), would be less than the duty which 1 
paid for the coffee drank by my youngest child! 

We state the case as to cottons and apply our 
remarks only to coarse goods, for the sake of ex- 
ample. We think that distinctions might safely be 
made in regard to cotton, as well as in other goods; 
and that duties, as protective, should only be laid on 
those things which experience has proved we can 
snake with a little encouragement, to give employ 
to the surplus labor of the country. It is the care- 
lessness of estimating surplusse s that leads many into 
error — a surplus of five barrels of flour to the hun- 
dred, will depreciate the whole value of the hun- 
dred more than the five are worth: and five people, 
as a surplus, idle m a hundred, will reduce the pro- 
fits of the labor ef the hundred more than the wages 
of five persons would amount to. This may be bet- 
ter understood by asserting, as I firmly do, that if 
the state of Georgia, for instance, raised no bread 
stuffs, all the surplusses of all the rest of the states 
would hardly supply her people with food. 

* Rapid -weaving.— I n the Otsego man 1 1 factory, oe- 
longing to col. Williams & Go., three girls, in pow- 
er looms, made 296 )a rds of shirting, on the 11th 
July. 


In the Second place, the necessity of direct taxes 
is evident, if the laboring classes want employment. 
Men may say what they please and talk as they like 
of the taxes which they pay — the base of nine- 
tenths of till that are levied any where rests upon 
the productive classes. We have recollected the 
shrewd remark of Mr. Jefferson, when a citizen of 
New York was boasting of the amount which that 
city paid into the treasury— “remove the custom 
house across the Hudson,” said he, “and the city 
of Jersey will pay it.” Every resource ofthis kind 
depends upon production — without that, rents and 
interests cannot be paid nor trade be supported. .The 
corporation of the bank of the United States does 
not create the value of one cent during a year; and, 
without it 8assessme«\t on the labor of others, would 
be minus by the amount of its expenses. The la- 
boring people in the United States are very nu- 
merous. Britain, with her much greater population, 
has not one half so many persons who live com- 
fortably upon their daily or weekly wages as we 
have had; and so it was, that persons receiving from 
one to two dollars per day, paid more taxes in the 
United States than others, (planters and farmers), 
worth many thousand dollars, from the circum- 
stance that they live chiefly in the cities and towns 
and used more of foreign taxed products. But how 
is it now? They are forced to retrench— an occa- 
sional glass of wine or of brandy and water, a fine 
broad cloth coat and many little matters for the wo- 
men, are dispensed with: rye supplies the place of 
eolfee and t ea, and whiskey only is to be found in their 
cup boards. Journeymen mechanics* who have fa- 
milies, paid taxes to government on coffee, tea and 
foreign liquors, of from 10 to 20 dollars a year — 
thousands of these are no longer able to pay them* 
thus it is in many other things, as demonstrated by 
the deficiency in the revenue— yet to be more 
severely felt than it has been. They “cannot make 
bricks without straw” — ttyey must use the cheapest 
things that will sustain and cherish life as their 
means of living are straightened. It may be said, 
that tlifc essential articles of food are very low; it is 
well that they are — a domestic scarcity would fur- 
nish us with many cases of actual starvation; but 
there is no drayman in the street who will not tell 
you he wishes that flour ^vas double its present 
price in consequence of a foreign demand; and I 
heartily wish it, though I never sold one grain of 
any sort of com, because it is known that I could more 
easily p;.y for what I want, by the circulation which 
it would give to money, and the increased liberali- 
ty and punctuality that would attend all money 
transactions. Salaried men know nothing of this. 
If all the United States were divided into “ten mile* 
square,” and each square could have as many per- 
sons living on salaries as the District of Columbia 
furnishes, we should jjet along very snugly! But 
this cannot be, though it may account for the want 
of feeling which so generally prevails in the metro- 
polis^^ , 

*lt is a singular fact which conclusively shews 
the pressure of the times, that our master mechanic*, 
even of the most necessary callings, such as shoe- 
makers, hatters and tailors, are uot doing more than 
One half or two thirds of the business which they 
did three or four years ago. “People must weir 
shoes” is a common saying — true, they still wear 
them, but they take much better care of them than 
formerly. Cobblers have increased, but shoemakers 
have decreased. A dollar now affords matter of 
reflection to many who lately put their hand into 
their pocket and gave one away, without a thought 
of bow its place was to be supplied. 
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I have always contended that direct taxes must despots, and their execrable parasites, who outrM 
form a part of every just system of taxations and, for the rights of mankind in the old world. Mid wBj 
the causes now stated, have oftentimes said that they sicken at the idea of their conservation here , 
would be rendered indispensable. We shall have had hoped, that we should have persevered with 
them before many years, unless prevented by sdme unanimity, as we have hitherto done, in erecting 
fortunate foreign events to give emplbyment to our new republics upon the true and genuine prutet- 
people. We are at present depending on the chap- pies of our government, excluding human slavery 
ter of accidents, or on loans, to meet our future ex- with the utmost care and solicitude, wherever it 
penses, and all administering the affairs of govern- should be in our power to do so. Thegenerous »i*a 
tnent know it. When the direct tax comes, they predominant sentiments of the American people, 
on whom it will bear most heavily, may begin to as far as 1 have had an opportunity to he acquainted 
calculate whether it is better for them to pay 100 with those sentiments, seemed to me to warrant 
dollars a year for their lands, houses and slaves, than such a hope; and I cannot rehnquirti the idea, 
a presumed advance of from 10 to 20 on articles of We have been told, indeed— and I feel it my duty 

clothing 1 . as a representative of republican Pennsylvania, to 

Hut, as I have said before, I am almost glad that notice the remark- we have been told, Mr. Cbmir- 
the tariff bill failed at the last session; and indeed, man, that, however laudable may be the motnes of 
I do not wish it to pass, exactly as reported, at the many who are in favor of restricting slavery, ye*. 
next. The rates on some articles are too high, that there are political juggler* behind the sceiM», 
Unless it is intended to introduce sundry inter- who are makiug use ofthe proposition and its 
lul taxes or excises— which should be avoided if vocates, as the forlorn hope, and the last desperate 
possible, because of the inquisitorial power ne- effort of an expiring party. Sir, where I am best 
cessarily connected with them, and on account of known, it would be needless to say that / bare nc- 
tlie numerous officers and dependants on govern- thing to do with their views, their efforts, or their 
mint which they must create. 1 am in favor of go- hopes -that / have never had any concern or con- 
ing on a step at a time, and of doing effectually all nection with that expiring party. From my earliest 
t! At we pretend to do- of establishing such manu- youth, upwards, 1 have been a democratic re pub li- 
t'actures as we think it expedient to protect, leaving can; and 1 leave it to those who have once belonged 
all else for the purpose of revenue, as now existing, to the aforesaid expiring party, lf Uiere be any su cm 
W e may advance as our population requires; and, here, to develope the schemes of their jugglers. I 
b v furnishing employment for all, enable every man have never been in their secrets; but I cannot help 
' to contribute his portion to the public burthens, observing, that I see gentlemen who are avowed 

r . . * I f ik.C ^a.lAUlk* 


afid so secure prosperity and content. 


members of that unfortunate party, zealously engag- 
ed itt the ranks of our opponents, in endeavors to 
defeat this amendment. Sir, I do not believe it is a 
question of party views with any man who loves bis 
country, or feels an interest in its reputation and 
permanent welfare. But, sir, I have always been 


Missouri question. 

SPEECH OF MB. DARLINGTON, (OF PENN.) 

IN THE HOfjSE OF BEF'RKSENTATIVES. r _ 

&r. Darlington addressed the chair a9 follows: taught to believe, that it was no part of republican- 
Mr. Chairman — I wish to submit a few remarks i*m to authorize, or even to connive at, slavery, in 
on this question; andl trust the committee will be the formation of governments, where it could pos- 
disposed to extend their indulgence towards me for sibly be prevented. I will here frankly confess, 
a few moments, when they recollect, that I am not too, that it is cause of pain and regret to be oppot- 
in the habit of trespassing upon their patience in ed to gentlemen for whom I have the highest re- 
this tvay. I am very sensible that 1 shall not be gard, and with whom it has generally been the 
able to do justice even to my own views of the sub- pride and the liappihess of myself and my col- 
lect; for 1 am utterly unpractised in the business leagues to co-operate. But, on this occasion, I 
of public speakings yet, believing that this is a must pursue a course, however opposite to that 
- question of vital importance, not only to the cha- of my southern friends, which a solemn sense of 
racter of this nation, but likewise to its safety, pros- duty renders imperative; and I ask gentlemen to 
perity and happiness; and believing, also, that some exercise their accustomed liberality towards us. it 
erroneous impressions exist, in relation to many of they think it strange that we, who have generally' 
those who advocate the amendment before you, I acted With them, are opposed to the* on this sub- 
feel constrained to attempt a few observations. ject, we can Only say, that we think it equally 
I shall not presume to undertake an exposition of strange, end we ao most sincerely fegfet, to find 
ambiguous constitutional points, after the very able them in opposition t* u*. 

and learned discussions which we have hadT from What is it, Mr. Chairman, which tills amendment 
gentlemen who have preceded me. Such an attempt proposes, and which seCms to excite such an un- 
would, in my opinion, be as unnecessary now, as it common degree of sympathy for Missouri? What 
•crtainly would be presumptuous in me at any time, is the mighty bug-bear that so alarms gentlemen? 
I shall, therefore, content myself, id this stage of Is it proposed to bind her, hand and foot, anddeli- 
the debate, with offering some of those views which ver her over to the dominion of despotism? Sir, a 
present themselves to a common understanding, man of plain comprehension might well be aStontsh- 
And here, sir, as an American, proud and jealous of ed if he were to learn, for the first tim£, after hear- 
our national character, I trust I may be permitted ing the arguments and forcible appeals of gentle- 
to say, that it is a source of no little mortification men, that the simple proposition before you is, to 
to me to see the congress of these United States, enable Missouri to become an independent repub- 
in the 44th year of our independence, seriously sus- Kean state, and to tecure her from the dreadful cur** 
tainlng the question, whether it be rightful andexpe - of slavery f We propose to do that for her which we 
client, without an uncontrolable necessity, to sanction have already done Tor the states north-west of the 
human slavery in the new republics which are to be Ohio, and for which the citizens of those states will 
added to this confederacy? I had once fondly hoped be forever grateful. Mr. Chairman, the existence 
that such a spectacle would never have been exhi- of slavery seems to be universally considered a great 
bited by us* to gratify the malignant envy of the moral and political evil in the community. Honor- 
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able gentlemen, who have an intimate knowledge 
of its nature and tendencies, have emphatically 
termed it a curse and a scourge to society. The 
ancient and respectable common wealth of Virginia 
perceived, at an early day, the evils which it would 
entail upon her, and she protested against the fur- 
ther increase of it. But the government of Great 
Britain, regardless of the welfare of her colonies, 
permitted the temporary interest of a few to endan- 
ger the prosperity, the happiness and the safety of 
the countless generations who were to succeed 
them. We know that this tremendous evil was 
fastened upon our country by the mercenary, heart- 
less policy of an arbitral*}', commercial government, 
not only without our agency and consent, but 
against our earnest protestations. But 1 beg to ask, 
sir, what it is we are about to do? 1 wish eveiy 
member of the committee would seriously consider 
this question— What is it we are about to do? Sir, 
unless this amendment prevail, wk, the republican 
congress of the United States, are about to permit 
the temporary interest of a few individuals (for few 
they are, compared with the numbers who are here- 
after to exist there) to entail this same transcendant 
curse upon the unborn myriads of our posterity, 
who will, in future times, inhabit the fertile regions 
of the west. Yes, sir, as we now view the conduct 
of Great Britain, in imposing or authorizing slavery 
in some of our ancient commonwealths, so will the 
future citizens of those western republics regard 
this congress , unless we interpose to stay the pro- 
gress of the desolating evil. If we suffer this perni- 
cious population to ramify and diffuse itself through- 
out the new states to be formed in our territories, 
their citizens will one day direct their agonized 
views to the proceedings of this body, and deplore 
the policy which sanctioned their dreadful destiny. 
They will find- themselves doomed to evils, by our 
connivance and authority, which it will be vain and 
hopeless to attempt to remove. Will any gentle- 
man of Virginia or Maryland say, that it would not 
have been a happy circumstance for their own states I 
if the early settlers had been prevented from intro- 
ducing slaves among them? And will it not be 
equally beneficial to exclude them from the west- 
ern commonwealths? Can there be a doubt about 
this? No, there cannot. Then, now is the time to 
interfere; and it is vow on vkvsr. But it is object- 
ed, that we are presuming to iudge for the people 
of Missouri. Sir, I consider tnat we are interested 
in this question as well as the people of Missouri. 
We are juding for ourselves as well as for them; 
and we are enabled, by melancholy, dear-bought 
experience, to judge correctly. Gentlemen have 
acknowledged that they would advise an exclusion 
of slavery. Decause they know it is an inveterate 
and incurable evil. But, sir, although we know the 
future citizens of Missouri would be grateful for 
the restriction, it is not fyom an officious disposition 
to meddle with concerns which are foreign to us, 
that we urge it. No, sir. If the Missourians were to 
be a separate people, it would be nothing tons how 
many slaves they had, or what regulations they 
adopted. Although we might wish them to enjoy 
republican freedom, it would be none of our busi- 
ness what they were, or how they were governed. 
But, Mr. Chairman, they are to become a consti- 
tuent part of this confederacy; they are to be 
members of our political family. They are to be 
co-partners in our great national firm: and are 
not we interested in the character and condition 
of those who propose to join us? Have we no 
right to judge of the fitness of thoqe who wish 
to participate in our affairs? \\ r e h$ve embark- 


ed in the business of free government. We hav e 
recognized the sublime doctrines of the rights oi 
man in our own states, as far as existing circum- 
stances would permit: and do we not owe it to cou* 
sistency, to our high character, and lofty preten- 
sions, nay, to our own welfare and safety, to carry 
this recognition of sound principles into all the new 
governments erected under our authority, and 
which are to join us in the magnificent scheme?— 
Do not the wise and the virtuous, the friends of 
freedom and of mankind, in all parts of the world, 
anxiously expect it at our hands? Shall wc blast 
the hopes of those philanthropists, who regard our 
country as the great asylum, the last and only re- 
I fuge of liberty und rational government? Forbid 
it Heaven! We are solemnly bound, not only to 
Secure our own welfare, but to provide, as far a9 Wc 
can, for that of our posterity. When we know that 
the welfare of our descendants in Missouri, as well 
as in the United States generally, requires the re- 
striction of slavery, how can we reconcile it to our 
sense of duty to permit the unnecessary introduc- 
tion and diffusion of an evil which we are sure will 
be the scourge of countless generations? But, say 
gentlemen, the people now in Missouri may not 
choose to exclude slavery; and they have a right to 
judge for themselves in this matter. And pray, sir, 
have not this congress a right, also, to judge for 
themselves, whether it will be for the good of the 
union to admit new members who hold mankind as 
slaves? If the people of this nation, or a great mu- 
jority of them, believe as I have no'doubt they do, 
that it would be pernicious and dangerous to add 
new states, of this description, to the union, have 
they not a right, and a discretionary power, to ex- 
clude such states? If they have not , then they are 
in a most deplorable condition. They are then de- 
prived of the right of self preservation, which is a 
right inherent in all bodies. Sir, we have the right 
of self-preservation; we have the right to judge of 
the means of our safety: and it is our solemn duty 
to exercise it, and to guard against evil, whenever 
it is in our power to do so. It is our duty to take 
care that the republic receive no detriment; and, 
believing that it would be highly detrimental to 
this union, and destructive to the first principles of 
our government, to sanction the creation of new 
members with a poorer to establish human slavery 
where it is not absolutely necessary, I feel bound to 
oppose it. I should deem it a dereliction of duty, on 
my part, to connive at such an evil, for which I could 
not hope to be pardoned, either here or hereafter. 
1 am perfectly satisfied, that the clause of the con- 
stitution which says “new states m ay be admitted 
by the congress into this union, •» gives us the right 
to judge whether they ought lo be admitted. We 
must exercise our discretion, and ascertain, to our 
satisfaction, whether such “new states' 9 are of a 
character to increase the strength and promote the 
welfare of thi$ union; or whether they may not en- 
danger our safety and happiness: for I contend we 
have a right to consult our safety and to pursue our 
own happiness. The declaration of independence 
is surely correct when it asserts this right, notwith- 
standing some of its doctrines have been ridiculed 
and denied on this floor, as they once were, and 
probably yet are, in the British parliament. Sir, 
suppose the island of Cuba should become an inde- 
pendent state, and should apply for admission into 
this union, with all her slavesfcnd foreign habits; are 
we bound to admit her? No one will pretend 
that we are. We should judge for ourselves whe- 
ther it would be for our own good to receive her: 
and J, for one, shouldjvcry much doubt it, under any 
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treaty stipulation*,- for 1 hold the good old republican 
doctrines relative to the treaty making power. — 
And yet, sir, we might admit her, because congress 
may admit new states. Sir, I have not the slightest 
doubt on the subject of our discretionary powers. 

The sparse population now in Missouri, may not 
yet perceive the evils of slavery; and may, there- 
fore, be willing to indulge in the dangerous gratifi- 
cation* which it affords, until it is too late. So it 
was in South Carolina and Georgia. Those states 
wished for more slaves. They insisted on the pri- 
vilege (which, unhappily for themselves, and the 
whole nation, was conceded to them,) of importing 
that description of persons for twenty years after 
the adoption of the federal constitution. But, Mr. 
Chairman, what do they say now? Do they not 
see their error? Nay, do they not feel it, and de- 
plore it? And are we never to profit by woful ex- 
perience? Are we to go on, wilfully, and perverse- 
ly, blindfold, in this fatal career, until slavery shall 
be extended over three fourths of the republics in 
this confederacy? I hope not. I pray to God that 
wc may have the virtue, and the firmness, to re- 
strain its progress, before we are irretrievably lost 
in the dreadful abyss. Some of the learned gentle- 
men of the bar, who oppose this amendment, 
have exercised their ingenuity in subtile distinc- 
tions and technical rules of deduction, borrowed 
from their profession. They were, no doubt, very 
applicable to the subject; and, as far as I understand 
them, I listened with pleasure— I hope with profit. 
They also borrowed some of their illustrations from 
vi y profession; and there, I think, I understood them 
better. Rut, Mr. Chairman, I could by no means 
assent to their correctness, when they came within 
my province. I trust they are more correct, while 
on their own grounds. Gentlemen compared the 
evil of slavery to a malignant poison; and they cal- 
led upon us to dilute it, by diffusion, in order to ren- 
der it more tolerable. Sir, it is a malignant poison, 
or rather, I would say, it is a malignant disease in 
the body politic , whose deleterious ravages arc ex- 
tended with all the certainty, and inveteracy, of 
specific contagion. It is more loathsome than the 
•mall pox itself; and its desolating influence ought, 
by all means, to be confined within the smallest 
possible limits. Would you diffuse contagion in a 
community, by Way of relief? Would you dissemi- 
nate small- pox, with a view to dilute its malignity, 
or to mitigate its effects? No, sir, that would be 
quackery without a parallel in the darkest ages of 
the profession. Sir, the immortal ordinance of 1787, 
respecting the territories northwest of the Ohio, 
was the grand JenneiHan discovery in relation to the 
malady of slavery in our country; and I trust we 
shall continue to avail ourselves of the blessing. — 
The congress of *87 introduced a sort of political 
vaccination into the constitutions of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois, which effectually secured those states 
from the evil; and I am also for extending the same 
salutary process to our infant sister, Missouri. And 
wl») ? Is it to injure her? Is it to mutilate or dis- 
figure her? No, sir: it is to secure her health, and 
to preserve her beauty! Mr. Chairman, should you 
deem these observations to savor unduly of the shop, 

1 must plead in mitigation of your censure, the pre. 
cedent set by the gentleman of the green satchel. 
Much has been said, Mr. Chairman, on both sides, 
about religion, as connected with this question. I 
shall not adduce religious arguments in aid of my 
opinions, because 1 am well aware that the sacred 
name of religion has been too often improperly 
used for political purposes. I have, indeed, heard 
the benevolent principles of Christianity urged, 


with unanswerable force, in my estimation, against 
the further extension of this crying enormity: and 
yet I have also recently seen, with feelings which I 
shall not attempt to describe, the holy scriptures 
cited as authority in favor of the practice of hold* 
ing mankind as slaves! But I am not disposed to 
mingle politics with religion. I am for keeping 
church and state separate, on all occasions. 1 can- 
not, however, help noticing a remark of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Pinckney). I 
understood him to say, that slavery could not be 
inconsistent with religion, because the Deity per- 
mits a large portion of the human race to be held 
in bondage. I am sure the gentleman did not re- 
flect on the extent to which such an argument 
would go, or he would not have advanced it. Sir, 
if that doctrine were correct, it would go to sanc- 
tion every evil that is permitted to exist in society; 
and we should find little reason to smile, or be sur- 
prised, at the quaint determination of the liberty- 
loving fathers and founders of New-England, who, 
we are told, resolved that they would be governed, 
by the laws of God until they could enact others 
better suited to their condition. But, air, I must 
beg leave to say, that the/religion which sanctifies 
the unnecessary existence of slavery, is not the re- 
ligion which we profess in Pennsylvania. 

It has been said, Mr. Chairman, in opposition to 
this amendment, that all the citizens of the United 
States have a right to the territory west of the Mis- 
I sissippi, inasmuch as it was purchased with their 
money; that, therefore, congress cannot prevent ci- 
tizens from removing thither with their slaves and 
other property. But it is admitted that the people of 
Missouri may, themselves, exclude slavery. Now, 
if it he a right which belongs to a citizen of the Unit- 
ed States, as such, to remove there with every de- 
scription of property, how comes it that his slaves 
may be thus excluded? Can sixty thousand people, 
by forming a state government in one of your ter- 
ritories, abridge the rights of citizens of the United 
States? When the public lands are thrown into the 
market, can these Missourians exclude all purcha- 
sers who wish to come there with their slaves? ft 
would seem that they can; and this, to my mind, 
conclusively shows that the right to carry slaves 
into the new states is not a right of an United States* 
citizen, aa such. But, again: it is generally con- 
ceded, that congress may prohibit slavery in a fer- 
ritory ; and yet, if holding and carrying slaves were 
one of the rights of a citizen, as aforesaid, such pro- 
hibition would seem to be a more direct infringe- 
ment of that right, because the territory is the com- 
mon property of the people of the United States. 
My inference, therefore, is, that the right to carry 
slaves into a new state or territory, is not a federal 
right. I consider the right, if it may be so called, 
of holding mankind as slaves, to be a local one, de- 
rived from those state institutions where slavery is 
already permitted. 

Mr. Chairman, I cannot but view this ardent de- 
sire to introduce slavery into Missouri, as somewhat 
analagous to the mania for banking which lately 
prevailed to auch an unfortunate degree in some of 
the states. A number of speculators were so infa- 
tuated with the prospect of gain, by banking, that 
no argument could prevail with them to pause, or 
to calculate the dangers of the scheme. They per- 
sisted in the delusion until they had well nigh ruin- 
ed the country; and entailed upon it aTitiated cur- 
rency, which can only be eradicated by a loog pe* 
riod of suffering and privation. So will it be, but 
with consequences a thousand fold more aggravat 
ed, if slavery be permitted in Missouri* Ttie peo* 
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pie of that state, or their posterity, will find, when 
it is too late, that, by yielding to the seductions of 
a fallacious, temporary interest, there will be en- 
tailed upon them a perpetual curse— an evil without 
u remedy; and, what is more to the purpose of the 
present argument, an evil which will not merely 
affect themselves, but the whole union, it will im- 
pair the strength and existing relations of the union; 
and, therefore, Pennsylvania is deeply interested in 
preventing such an evil. Sir, Pennsylvania has a 
deep Interest in the perpetuity of this union. Her 
locality — her territory, stretching from the Dela- 
ware to the Ohio, and partaking partly of the cha- 
racter of an Atlantic, and partly of that of a west- 
ern state; her habits and her attachments, all aff ord 
a strong pledge of her devotion to the union; and 
she cannotfail to be sensibly alive to every measure 
calculated to affect the bonds of our confederacy. 
She regards the unnecessary extension of slavery 
in the new states, as a measure of that description; 
as a most pernicious and dangerous measure . It is, 
in her estimation, subversive of the true principles 
of the constitution; incompatible with the high 
character of our government, and repugnant to 
every dictate of sound policy. Nor can these views 
be interpreted to the disparagement of Pennsylva- 
nia. Are they not consistent with the eternal and 
immutable laws of truth and justice ? Do they not 
accord with the established character of Pennsyl- 
vania? What is her character? Gentlemen have 
taken occasion to eulogise their respective states, 
with great justice and eloquence; and 1 can see no 
reason why 1 may not attempt, in my humble style, 
to tell the simple, honest truth of mine. Is she 
aspiring or ambitious? Does she assume more than 
becomes her as a member of this union? The ho- 
norable speaker has told you, and told vou truly, 
that she is “unassuming.” Is she not mild, and just, 
and humane, in her policy? Consult her institutions, 
is she not republican? Yes, sir, she presents to you, 
in her soiu, a phalanx of republicans, whose firm- 
ness and inflexible devotion to the true principles 
of liberty may challenge comparison with those of 
any of liej* sisters. Is she hostile to her sisters of 
the south? Hostile, sir! on the contrary, she enter- 
tains the warmest affection for them. She rejoices 
in their prosperity, and sympathizes with their ad- 
versity. When calamities overtake them, shfe feels, 
and she acts, as becomes her — as becomes a t rue and 
virtuous member of this political family. If proof 
were demanded, I need only refer you to her pro- 
ceedings at this moment, in relation to a recent and J 
dreadful calamity in the south, (the fire at Savan- 
nah). Sir, they are worthy of her; and 1 take plea- 
sure in adding, that, in the district from which I 
have the honor to come, every township in the re- 
spectable county where I reside, has a committee 
now employed in procuring relief for the sufferers. 
Mr. Chairman, l mention not these things vaunting- 
ly — I would disdain to do so: it would be offensive 
to the generous spirits engaged in this laudable 
work. I notice them to show that Pennsylvania is 
any thing but hostile; that she possesses and cherishes 
the kindest feelings towards the south. Is she hos- 
tile to southern politics? Let the unostentatious 
annals of her political career furnish the answer. 
No, sir; it has been her pride to act in concert with 
the republicans of the southern states. Her sons 
have marched with them, shoulder to shoulder, in 
the various struggles for political rights and na- 
tional honor; and, when some of her temporarily 
misguided sisters have been vexed at her undeviat- 
ing course, they have peevishly exclaimed — Penn- 
sylvania it partial to Virginia ; site it devoted to the 


interests of the south ! Sir, those idle reproaches 
moved her not. She regarded them as the ebulli- 
tions of vexation and disappointment. Her object 
was the establishment of those great political prin- 
ciples in the administration of our government, 
which has made it the envy and the admiration of 
the world. In every national contest for principles 
or for safety, her aid has been unceasing, her sup- 
port invariable; and, amid all the difficulties which 
the government has found from foreign foes, or 
wayward domestic factions, she has been uniformly 
kuown as “ faithful Pennsylvania .** 

Away, then, with every insinuation that Penn- 
sylvania may or can be cajoled or influenced on this 
question, by tlie spirit which erst displayed itself 
at Hartford, or any other unhallowed spirit. Sir, 
any imputation of that sort, from any quarter what- 
ever, is as groundless as it is illiberal; and she re- 
pels it with scorn. She acts from the noblest mo- 
tive that can animate the human breast, and from a 
clear and thorough conviction that the adoption of 
the proposition before you is essential to the wel- 
fare, the honor, and the safety of this republic. The 
unanimous voice of her legislative councils on this 
subject, attest her deep sense of its importance; 
and I trust her representatives here will respond, 
with fidelity, to her wishes. 

MR. FORREST, (OF PENN.) 

EXTRACT. 

Mr. Forrest, commonly called colonel Forrest, who 
delivered the speech a part of which follows, was 
a much esteemed and very gAllant officer in the 
revolutionary war. He is now a member of the 
society of Friends, or Quakers. Mr. Speaker 
Clay, in his eloquent speech on this question, 
complimented the colonel in his powerful man- 
ner, on account of his services in war and his 
love of peace, calling upon him to interpose the 
weight and influence of his character to arrest 
the evils which he [Mr. Clay] believed would be 
suffered if Missouri was not admitted unrestrict- 
ed. This short introduction seemed necessary 
to a full understanding of what colonel Forrest 
said, to those not acquainted with him.— F.d. Reg. 
I will relieve the committee from further atten- 
tion, after a vCry few remarks on observations that 
have been made by members opposed to the a- 
mendment. The member from Virginia, who is 
not now in his place, but who I have in my eye, 
when on the floor, dealt out denunciations of dis- 
union, massacre, civil war, horror, and blood, ex- 
claiming that, if the restriction should be carried, 
this would be the darkest day our country ever saw. 
Here I must differ with the member. No; the 
morning of the 26ih day of December, 1776, let me 
tell the youth, whose father wus a fellow soldier of 
mine, a revolutionary compatriot in the cause of li- 
berty, was the darkest time our country ever saw. 
It was then Washington led his patriot band of 
freemen to the battle of Trenton, the forlorn hope 
of the independence of his country. It was then 
he commanded the rifle corps, under capts. Wash- 
ington and Monroe to drive in the Hessian pickets. 
Mcthinks I see thestripplings skippingin obedience 
— The action became general, and Washington, at 
their head, pouring forth liis patriotic exhortation, 
in words that will ever be remembered by me, and 
ought to be impressed on the minds of every friend 
to liberty: “That the darkest time of night was just 
before day;*’ which was soon verified by the sur- 
render of the Hessians, an event that gave a pre- 
ponderance to the invisible balance held by the 
hand of Him who weighs the fate of nations. It 
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was that event that laid the foundation of our coun- 
try’s independence, and to which we are indebted 
for our seats at this day, in this splendid hall, once 
more engaged in the cause of liberty. When Wash- 
ington led on his little patriot band, to them he was 
as a modem Moses; he went before them as 'a pillar 
of smoke by day, and a column of fire by night; his 
Sympathy in their distress and sufferings allayed 
their hunger and quenched their thirst. They fol- 
lowed him as the modem Israelites the Israelites 
of the day, with their urim and thdmmim 6n their 
breasts, the insignia bf their cause inscribed on es- 
cutchconb of brass, fixed' on their bayonets and 
sword belts — liberty or death — united we stolid, di- 
vided we fall — *tis for posterity we die. Posterity! 
wliat, posterity perpetuate slavery! How shall I 
express myself? Oh pour un mk'nteau pourcouvm 
les faces de ceux qui aont les fils de mes compatri- 
ots, who with me in battle fell, whose deaths I then 
regretted as premature and unfortunate, snatched, 
as I then thought, from *a participation in the bles- 
sings 6f ah happy independence, in the ftrtl enjoy- 
ment of every Civil and religious liberty. But how 
I have occasion to rejoice; yes, rejoice overmuch, 
that they were not, like me, permitted to live to see 
posterity outgrow the remembrance of the patriotic 
virtues of their fathers, by an act for die extension 
of slavery. 

It has been a very considerable source of pain to 
pie, and an afflicting exercise of mind, tq hear mem- 
bers on one side of the house, or those who are op- 
posed to restriction, use such language against tjieir 
fellow-members on the other side, as does not com- 
port with their dignified standing on this flooiv — 
Denunciation, sarcasm, and insinuation! serve to ir- 
ritate and excite Wannili with some, but with me 
they only produce sorrow, that the exemplary and 
conciliatory language of Abraham the elder, to f-ot, 
t he younger brother, did not pervade our feeling * — 
“'Let there be no strife between theq and me, be- 
tween thy herdman and mine; are- we not bre- 
thren ? ” I shall notice an allusion to me by a mem- 
ber when on the floor, who was pleased to charac- 
terize the extremes pf my life, by pourtraying the 
previous patt in *11 the habiliments and trappings 
of a soldier in uniform clothes and epaulets. The 
friend must have liad but a very imperfect know- 
ledge of the revolutionary armv. if he supposed 
that they were as neatly 'dressed and equipped as 
the officers of' the present day. No; 1 it was the in- 
ability of congress to furnish the meank to either 
feed,* pay, or clothe the army, that reduced them 
to starvation and to the necessity of cutting up their 
only blankets to make a coat and overalls; and as 
to rank it could not be distinguished, fqr the want 
of epaulets. I ! w sm in hopes the little service I 
rendered to my country would not have been suf- 
ficient to have brquglit me into notice at this day; 
it is a part of my life I wish to forget, being op- 
posed to war, believing it to be unl*wfuj in the 
sight of God. HUt, if the extension of slavery grows 
out of the question before the committee, 1 shall 
Ahink the small share I have had in the revolution, 
was the blackest part of my life. 

My plainneWof dress and manners were also no- 
tiaed and complimented, as belonging to the soci- 
ety of Friends, otherwise called Quaker*. I trust 
I am a member of the church militant, and in spiri- 
tual unison* with Friends, whose character is peace 
and good will to all men; and I am authorized to 
say, that 1 would cheerfully give up the territory 
to the inhabitants to free their fellow men, to avert 
wliat has been threatened, but which I cannot think 


will ever be realized. However, I cannot do an 
evil that good may come out of it. 

I now shall conclude, with expressions of respect 
for the members from Virginia and Kentucky, who 
were pleased to compliment the state, of which I 
am an humble representative, by ascribing its dig- 
nified standing in the union to the exemplary con- 
duct of the people called Quakers. Would to God 
we were all Quakers; there would be less strife, 
more harmony and brotherly love among us; and, 
if we were to follow their precepts, and emulate 
their virtues, we should do as they do; they build all 
their churches without a lottery; they do not sell 
their pews to the highest bidder; but sit on bench- 
I es, master and man; they maintain their own poor, 
and pay their tax assessed for the maintenance of 
the poor of the township they live in; they believe 
God to be a spirit, and worship In spirit and truth. 


Quiroga, of Spain. 

The more we know of this most extraordinary man, 
the more we wish to know of him. He is one of 
those rare characters which now and then spring 
up to afford examples for their fellow men. 'The 
following letters shew that he possesses a very 
strong and well cultivated tnind, as well as a 
heart devoted to the cause of liberty. 

Anstver of the general commander in chief of the troops 
of the island of Aeon, addressed to the bishop of C«l- 
diz, in reply to his pastoral letter. 

Mt Loan — The first duty of men is to be just; to 
respect truth, and not darken it with sophisms, is 
the rtost an gust' function of pastors whom the God 
of truth has appointed on earth in order to propa- 
gate it; The pastoral letter, which your excellen- 
cy has deigned to address to the faithful of your 
diocese, does not not breathe this language. What- 
! ever may have been your motives, our duty is to 
point out to your excellency the want of sound 
principles in the discourses of a pastor of souls, so 
respectable on account of his zeal and virtues. We 
shall not be tedious: truth \s concise, its light shines 
of itself, and requires no ornaments to render it 
amiable. We shall here treat of'btie question only. 
Ought nations to be governed by absolute and ar- 
bitrary monarchs, without any other laws than those 
of caprice, or the passion of the moment? or ought 
they to be governed by kings who rule according 
to laws justly established by the people, and pre- 
sented by a respectable body who may restrain the 
excesses so common to power? , • 

The choice is not doubtful; perhaps the elevated 
station which your excellency hdlds in society will 
make your understanding incline to the system, of 
servitude; but those principles do not belong to the 
reasonable part of Europe. Reason and experi- 
ence reprobate absolute monarch *: the widked wish 
for them because they oppress mankind; the igno- 
rant, because they have no idea of public h»w. This 
truth is so evident that it appears uSelea? to us to 
demonstrate it; * The spirit ofliberty, the abhor- 
rence of injustice and oppression, are so natural to 
man, so deeply engraved on our hearts, that servilw 
ty can only 'be the language of stupidity. Or the 
most abominable hypocrisy. Spain understood 
thede principles, and gave itself a government 
which foreign nations applauded. ' If any thing can 
be called lawful, it was without doubt, the political 
constitution of the Spanish monarchy. All the 
classes of the state swore to support it, the ar- 
my swore to it, and the people hailed it with ac- 
clamations. If this code, so respectable, was tom 
up by ingratitude and perfidy, this is no reason 
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that it should be buried in oblivion, or that the loy- ' 
al Spaniards who cherished it should be accus- 1 
ed. To say a thing 1 is bad because it is forbidden 
by an absolute prince is to deceive; to say that those ] 
who desire the bappifless of their country are crimi- 
nals, because they go against what are called the 
prerogatives of the monarch, is to deceive; to say 
that the military ttfio rise to restore to the nation 
their salutary government are puijured, is to tram- 
ple down all ideas of whatever is sacred in an oath, 
or in the object of it. Every citizen ought to swear 
to devote himself to the glory and happiness of his 
country. There can be no tie to oblige him to perpe- 
tuate public evils towards a prince who is not the fa- 
ther of his subjects. The king cannot be separated 
from the nation. When their interests are mutual- 
ly opposed, the oath received by the former is not 
binding on the latter. The Roman soldiers took an 
oath to the consul, but Wl he attempted to enslave 
the country, the legions which would have disobey- 
ed him could not have been perjured. 

To reason otherwise is to confound things, and 
not understand the spirit of institutions. The Span- 
ish military swore to observe and defend the Span- 
ish constitution; they were peijured when they 
tacitly consented to the overthrow of the sanctuary 
of their laws. To call aloud for the rebuilding of 
>t» to devote one’s labor and blood to it, and invite 
the rest of the nation to follow so noble an example, 
is faithfully to discharge the duties which are im- 
posed upon one by the interests, happiness and 
glory of the country. Who called them peijured? 
The spirit of oppression or the language of hypo- 
crisy! From all this, my lord, it follows, that the 
soldiers of the army so justly called national, are 
not the enemies of order, nor of the laws and state; 
they are not men persecuted for their crimes, nor 
the factors of former rebellion, nor men thirsting 
for distinctions and honors. 

The language of seduction they make use of is 
that of reason and knowledge; the religion they 
invoke is that of your excellency, that which they 
carry in their hearts, that which they received from 
their fathers; lastly, that which they do not wish, 
under any pretence, to innovate. The proclama- 
tions which have reached your excellency are only 
the candid expression of their sentiments. It 
is very easy to employ sophisms when reasons are 
wanting, and very common in those who write to 
commit faults in criticism and logic at the same 
time. We shall make no answer to the texts of 
scripture quoted by your excellency; they are en- 
tirely foreign to the object on which we are treat- 
ing. There are kings of several ahd distinct classes, 
according to the constitution of states. The king 
of England has not as much power as the king of 
Prussia, and both reign equally. Whatever vio- 
lence may he dbneto the sense of the holy books, 
there is not a single passage to be found authorizing 
the unlimited power of kings. Despotism is an 
outrage on the human species, and the God of 
justice cannot allow the violation of those law? 
which strike at the preservation of a good so wor. 
thy of his hands. We shall conclude with a slight 
reflection which appears applicable to circumstan- 
ces; the language of peace, of moderation, of 
meekness, is that which Jesus Christ taught the 
pastors of souls. Political events are foreign to 
their holy profession, as the gospel itself shows 
in so many places. Its divine author never speaks 
of the government of the Caesars. The violation 
of this maxim has caused great harm to the state, 
and more fatal evils still to the church. The 
greater part of the storms it has suffered, the 


schisms and reforms Which have divided it, and the 
philosophical writings which have given it such 
mortal blows in the last century, have no other 
origin than the spirit of persecution and intolerance 
which its ministers have manifested on so many oc- 
casions. This is an indisputable truth, confirmed 
by all histories, and which we would not point out 
to your excellency, if you had confined yourself 
to the spiritual administration of your flocks, and 
the exercise of those pacific virtues which have 
procured vou such high respect in the eyes of af- 
flicted and suffering humanity. QU1ROGA. 

Freyre’s correspondence with Quiroga. 

Gen. HEAD-Q.OARTX1LS 

Seville , January 15, 1820. 
Sr. Don Anthony Quiroga: 

The authority I am now exercising, my true 
affection towards the person ofthe king, my master, 
and my particular friendship towards you, sir, when 
1 admired you as an officer in his majesty’s army, 
prompt roe to address you, to prevent ills, which, at 
the moment, may yet be none; when, after being in- 
evitable, will be, of consequence, fatal to yourself. 
If one moment of political phrenzy could make you 
forget his majesty's and your own interests, I wish to 
facilitate you the means* to restore to you the sove- 
reign’s favor, and that opinion you have lost with 
i the nation. By the choice of those risen, of whom 
you are at the head, you are not ignorant, sir, ofthe 
means to make unsuccessful the valor and determi- 
nation of the officers of an army. A forced march, 
leaving uncovered by advanced forces the passage 
of these, a sudden, well-timed panic, or your own 
retreat at some critical moment, will be sufficient to 
deliver them up to the king’s arms, and put an end 
to weighty calamities. As respects to your fat?, 
sir, I offer all my mediating interposition with his 
majesty, not only for your free pardon, but as well 
that, in the royal revenue or otherwise, you receive 
an appointment corresponding to your grade. I 
cannot doubt, sir, but you wifi return to yourself, 
and that, without hesitation, you will embrace my 
proposition. FREYRE. 

Answer. 

Gen. Head-wtahteiir, 

St. Fernando , January 18 th, 1820. 

General:— You have doubtless forgotten, when 
writing me your insidious letter, that you were ad- 
dressing the chief of the free Spaniards, and who, 
fifteen days since, had sworn to the universe, death 
or liberty. 

I have read your letter: the stamp of weakness 
and malice, and a blot for yourself, it is with difficulty 
you will expunge: in every line I see deception, 
perfidy and weakness, and, finally, all the base qua- 
lities, the characteristic of your government and of 
its subjects. You have dared to indicate the means 
to sell those citizens who boldly confided to me 
their lives, their liberty, and that of the mother 
country. I am horror struck that such ideas are 
fostered by a Spaniard. The perfidiousness ofthe 
most ungrateful of men cannot have reception in 
the first free citizen of our countries, certainly a 
sufficient motive to abhor him. But, as you have 
taken up the pen to insult me, I will, in return, serve 
I you; and, in the name ofthe fathers ofthe country 
[ and of good Spaniards, I solemnly forgive you; and, 
for myself, offer you all my influence, that, imme- 
diately when the government to which you are per- 
jured are re-united, that your services may be* rc- 
cotnpensed; and for this favor I require only tlmi 
you devote yourself to our country, and give up the 
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command of an army that ’tis only a Swiss would 
accept of. General, I salute you; be convinced of 
this truth, and know that ray small army is confident 
that he who suffers for liberty is immortalized. 

QUIROGA, 


Law case — U. S. Bank. 

On the 29th ult. page 399, we published a report of 
a decision by the mayor of Cincinnati, in the 
case of the bank of the U. S. vs. Whipple and 
Washburne. We have the following in the Ga- 
zette of that city as a correct account of the pro- 
ceedings thereon. 

“It was an action brought by the bank of the 
United States against Whipple and Washburne, as 
endorsers of a promissory note. In the course of 
the investigation several points were raised by the 
defendants' counsel which were reserved, and the 
case was regularly presented to the jury. The 
plaintiff’s counsel declined to say any thing in the 
opening — the counsel for the defendants commenc- 
ed his address to the jury by stating, that his de- 
fence was founded on the inability of the bank to 
deal in promissory notes; but it was restricted in its 
charter to bills of exchange, gold and silver bullion, 
&c. He was interrupted by a suggestion from the 
mayor, that the court could not be expected to 
charge the jury on so important a point, without a 
full investigation, and that the point had better be 
reserved. The counsel insisted upon his right to 
argue it to the jury, and proceeded. He was followed 
by the counsel for the bank; not a single authority 
was introduced on either side, and the only part of 
the charter that was read, was the ninth rule of the 
fundamental articles of the incorporation, which de- 
clares that “the said incorporation shall not, directly 
or indirectly, deal or trade in any thing except bills 
of exchanges gold or silver bullion, or in the sale of 
goods really and truly pledged for money lent and 
not redeemed in due time, or goods which shall be 
the proceeds of its lands. It snail not be at liberty 
to take more than at the rate of six per centum per 
annum for, or upon, its loans or discounts.” 

After the close of a very short argument, the may- 
or again suggested the propriety of reserving the 
point for further investigation, stating his incompe- 
tency to give an opinion, without further reflection, 
that would be satisfactory to himself. The counsel 
on bpth sides appeared to Insist on the charge. — 
The mayor then turned to the jury and repeated 
to them the reluctance he felt in being compelled 
by his duty to charge them on a point of so much 
importance, with so little opportunity of forming 
an opinion; that what lie should say to them would 
be the mere impressions of the moment, which up- 
on more mature consideration he might probably 
be induced to alter, tie then stated to them the 
genera] doctrine of incorporations, that they are 
the creatures of the law, and must act within their 
charters, & c. that the ninth fundamental rule ofthe 
bank which had been read, appeared to him, with- 
out further opportunity of reflection, to restrict it 
from dealing in promissory notes; that the words 
discounts, which was made use of, did not necessa- 
rily apply to promissory notes; that it was equally 
applicable to bills of exchange. 

The jury returned a verdict for the defendants. 
It was expected a motion would be made for a new 
trial, which would have given an opportunity for 
a more mature investigation, but the counsel for 
the plaintiff' thought proper to take a different 
course.” 


Foreign Articles. 

cuix at axrrAiir and irslasd. 

Royal Society . In noticing Sir Joseph Banks* pro- 
position to resign the presidency of this society, in 
our last paper, we . neglected to mention that he 
died soon after— that is, on the 19th of June. 

Woollen yam. One pound of Merino wool* being 
spun upon a newly invented machine, has produced 
95 hanks, of 530 yards each, — equal to thirty nikt 
and 400 yards! 

Liverpool. The number of vessels that entered 
the port of Liverpool during the year ending June 
24, 1820, was 7,276, viz. from foreign ports, 4*317; 
coasters, 2,745; in ballast, 214; whole tonnage, 
805,033. This tonnage is greater than that of aay 
preceding year except 1819, when it was 867,318 
tons. 

British naval affairs . It appears by the latest na- 
val publication, that the British, since the termina- 
tion of the late war, have broken up or sold, nearly 
four hundred and fifty vessels of war, and that they 
have now building ninety-seven sail, for which nearly 
six millions of dollars are annually appropriated. 
Of these, three are to carry 120 guns, two 10^ and 
one 106. There are, besides, seven of 84 guns, 
six of 74, five of 60, and thirty-one frigates of 46 
guns each. 

The queen and her husband. We have already said 
enough to give and preserve a pretty clear view of 
the proceedings on account of those “Mustek** 
persons,” as they are generally called, and shall 
say no more about either, except in very brief 
sketches of what is going on. How great a blessing is 
royalty, when the strife of a man and his yoke £eU 
low, neither of whom are worth a moment’s con- 
sideration or regard aa individuals, should so much 
affect a mighty nation, and threaten to convulse it 
to its centre! It is quite certain tliat the ministry 
on one hand, and the mass of the population on 
the other, look up to the affairs of this man and 
woman with the greatest anxiety; and it seems half 
acknowledged that the army has been pvt upon the 
b$st possible footing, with an especial view to its 
adjustment! It is truly laughable to see the grave 
correspondence of Wellington and Castlereagh, on 
the part of the husband, and Brougham and Des- 
man on the part of the wife, drawn out in all the 
formula of a conference between nations, and so- 
lemnly considering the indecent quarrel between 
two persons whose conduct, on either side, might 
exclude both of them from any respectable com- 
pany in the three kingdoms if they were not rvyel 
or noble/ An entire Reoistkr would not contain 
the one half of the papers which we see on this mo- 
mentous affair — yet we shall endeavor to give the 
great outlines with brevity, that a history of the 
business may be rendered familiar to all interested. 

The queen, so far, has obtained great advantages 
over her enemies. A little while since, the nunis- 
ters called her the “person who had been princess 
of Wales” “illustrious person,” &c. (see page 123, 
&c.) — the name of queen was a sort of high treason, 
if mentioned by them. Now they “majesty” her 
enough. She had been tempted by a bribe, and 
then threatened if she came to England — yet she 
came, and has met every thing so firmly as to dis- 
compose her husband&nd his servants not A little— 
the terrible “green bag” does not affect her, though 
she suspects it to be filled with purchased, perjured 
statements against her. Mr. Hobhouse, speaking 
of her in the house of commons, said, that although 
she came into the kingdom so privately, he believ- 
ed that the whole fleet would be ordered to attend 
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her out of it, if she insisted upon that as a condition! 
—but he declared that he did not believe her life 
would now be safe on the continent! 8he is said to 
live very very regularly; she breakfasts at nine, 
dines at two, and sups at ten, and retires to rest 
about the time the fashionable world sits down to 
dinner. 

This lady was born in 176$^ hence is in her fifty 
second year; somewhat too old, we should suppose, 
to be guilty of the offences ascribed to her. She 
was married in 1795 to the present king — in a few 
weeks, some say days, the prince separated himself 
from her, to pursue his old courses; in three months 
they had different establishments in the same 
house; and at the end of a year after marriage, they 
lived in separate houses. No fault was imputed to 
her in bringing these things about. Since then they 
have not had any personal intercourse. But the 
prince, for some reason, wishing to dissolve the 
matrimonial bond, encouraged the retailing of scan- 
dal about her, and in 1806 a committee of four 
lords was appointed to examine hen conduct. This 
was called the “delicate investigation,”— she was 
charged with having been delivered of a child while 
in a state of separation from her husband, of which 
she was folly acquitted; though the lords, perhaps 
to try to please both aides, reported that she had 
indulged in “improper levities.” After this she was 
received at court— and Perceval, who had been her 
law adviser and written a book to shew the maligni- 
ty with which she had been treated, became one of 
the ministers, and the book was suppressed. She 
certainly has been much abused, and we hope will 
humble her adversaries, though her conduct ap- 
pears to have been somewhat rude — perhaps, to 
be called vulgar, in some respects. 

Late i — Liverpool papers of July 8. 

Wheat, per quarter, 69*. 8 d. The son of the late 
Mr. Grattan, who was a candidate for parliament at 
Dublin, has been defeated by a large majority in 
favor of Mr. Ellis; after which the windows of the 
friends of the latter were broken by mobs. The 
demand for cotton wool is on the increase, and the 
distresses of the poorer classes are said to be dimiA- 
ishing. 

The queen. The papers are still filled with the 
affairs of this lady. Tie marquis of Lansdowne and 
lord Erskine have declined to serve on the commit- 
tee to investigate the charges against her, and the 
earl of Hardwick and lord Ellenborough have been 
appointed in their stead. She had received loyal 
addresses from several cities and towns. She lately 
visited Guildhall, London — an immense crowd of 
ladies and gentlemen waited her coming. Her car- 
riage was drawn by the populace, and she was re- 
ceived with every possible indication of respect. In 
all her proceedings there is an evident willingness 
to cultivate her popularity, and she now seems de- 
termined to push the king and his ministers to the 
utmost— resolved -“to vindicate her innocence.” It 
is intimated that her legal advisers will also be pos- 
sessed of a “green bag,” to contain a small account 
of the acts of her husband. 

In the house of lords, July 3, the earl of Harrow- 
by presented the report of the committee appoint- 
ed to inquire into the charges against her majesty, 
which was as follows:— “That the committee have 
examined, with all the attention due to so import- 
ant a subject, the various documents laid before 
them, and they find that those documents contain 
allegations, supported by the concurrent testimony 
of persons in various situations of life, residing in 
various parts of Europe, deeply affecting the hon- 
or of the Queen, an £ charging her majesty with an 


adulterous intercourse with a foreigner in her ma- 
jesty's service— and attributing to her majesty a 
continued series of conduct highly unbecoming her 
majesty’s situation and character, and of the most 
licentious description. The committee have so 
deeply felt that the character and honor of the 
crown, as well as the moral feeling of the country, 
are involved, that they are of opinion, that it is in- 
dispensable that this matter should become the sub- 
ject of a solemn inquiry, the necessity of which 
they most deeply deplore.” 

Earl Gray ably reprobated the manner and mat- 
ter of the report, saying also that it was premature, 
and he seemed to make the ministers feel rather 
uneasy. Lords Darnley and Holland proposed a de- 
lay of the coronation until the queen’s affairs were 
settled. On the 5th of July, the queen, by petition, 
stated, that she was prepared at any moment to de- 
fend herself against the “extraordinary report,” so 
far as she could understand it. The lords refused 
to call in her counsel. After which, lord Liverpool 
delivered a long speech and brought in a long bill, 
which, in its preamble, states, that whereas the 
queen, at Milan, had committed adultery with a cer- 
tain Bartolomo Pergami, “a foreigner of low sta- 
tion” in her service— that she had held “a mo 3 t un- 
becoming and disgusting intimacy” with him — that 
she had obtained “orders of knighthood and titles of 
honor” for him, & c. &c.; that, therefore, after the 
passing of this act, the said “Caroline Amelia Eliza- 
beth” shall be deprived of the title of queen and all 
else belonging to that station, and her marriage with 
hismajesty,be from “henceforth wholly dissolved.” 
After the bill was read a first time, a copy of it was 
ordered to be given to the queen. And so the matter 
stood at our latest London dates. The house of com - 
mons appears to wait the proceedings of the lords. 

FRANCE. 

The editor of the National Advocate , a longtime 
one of our consuls in Barbary, expresses his sur* 
prize that France has just discovered that she is in- 
debted to the regency of Algiers more than a mil- 
lion of dollars. This claim was set up more than 
25 years ago, and always laughed at until now. Mr. 
Noah observes that the Algerines are fitting out 
their squadron, and ventures a suspicion that France 
may be about to subsidize the pirates as England 
used to do. 

Marshal Grouchy and geo. Clause! have arrived 
in Franoe. 

T/te navy , When the budget of expanses for the 
current year was under discussion in the chamber of 
deputies, a member proposed the abandonment 
of all naval preparations — that ever since the reign 
of Louis 14tn, the navy had experienced nothing but 
a series of disasters — that during the war with Eng- 
land, from 1792 to 1801, they lost 47 ships of the 
line, 132 frigates and 161 sloops — that, to avoid such 
losses thereafter, the ships had been suffered to rot 
in the ports, &c. Jt is not said what success attend- 
ed the proposition, but wc presume it was not car- 
ried. 

Tonnage duty on French vessels. The law passed 
at the late session of congress appears to have made 
no little stir in France* Many things were spoken 
of to retaliate it— to lay a duty of 100 francs per 
ton on American vessels, to exclude the importa- 
tion of American cotton, &c.; but it is believed that 
no retaliatory measure will be adopted. France 
has long been respectfully solicited to give our ves- 
sels in her ports the same liberality which we ex- 
tended to heris, visiting those of the United States; 
and cannot possibly find fault with us for acting to- 
wards her as she has acted towards us. Wt are 
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willing to admit French vessels upon the same 
terms that she will admit our’s — and more than this 
no one can require of us. 

The following account of the proceedings in the 
chamber of deputies is extracted from the “Constilu- 
tionale” of June 24: 

Mr, Caeimer Perier — In addressing you now, gen- 
tlemen, my intention is not for the present to sup- 
port or oppose the proposals for the budget of the 
navy, but merely to awaken the attention of the 
chamber and of the government to an event which 
is intimately connected with the question now un- 
der consideration— [Profound silence]. An im- 
portant decision of the government of the United 
States has just been made known. Should this de- 
cision, which I consider as authentic, be confirmed, 
it doubtless will have a most serious influence on 
our commercial relations, and will prove highly pre- 
judicial to the interests of the merchants and ship- 
pers of our sea-port towns. It appears certain that 
the American government has laid a tonnage duty 
of gl8 on French vessels entering its ports. This 
duty amounts to 100 francs per ton. Such a duty, 
gentlemen, is equivalent to a real prohibition; it is 
not only destructive of all future means of commer- 
cial intercourse with the United States, but, also, it 
exposes to inevitable ruin the owners of shipments 
commenced, made, or on their way to the United 
State 9. The losses which may result from this mea- 
sure ought to be attributed to those who have not 
made all their exertions to avert a storm which was 
necessarily to burst upon us, owing to the want of 
foresight that presided in the establishment of our 
relations with the several maritime trading powers, 
and to those who have not deigned to imitate the 
example of England, who has just adopted the sys- 
tem of reciprocity in most of her relations with the 
United States. The Americans have long since re- 
monstrated against the great disparity of our cus- 
tom-house system towards them, and against the 
charges of every description to which their vessels 
are subjected in our ports. It is asserted that the 
American government, to prove its desire of pre- 
serving profitable and amicable relations with 
France, has made the most conciliatory proposals, 
and endeavored to establish reciprocal conditions 
for the commerce and navigation of both nations; 
representing that it was impossible that a free and 
enlightened government should submit any longer 
to see its interests suffer by a series of obnoxious 
ditties, which it had the prudence and good sense 
not to lay on French vessels. It appears that these 
pacific negociations have not led to any result, and 
that the Americans, tired to see no satisfactory 
answer made to their claims, have adopted the 
painful resolution which I have communicated. My 
intention, gentlemen, is not to attempt to frighten 
you; but I must say, that should not the government 
think fit to apply a suitable remedy to such a state 
of things, it might result in serious evils and diffi- 
cult to repair. It is, however, but justice to say, 
that if, in this circumstance, some reproaches may 
be attached to the French administration, the re- 
sponsibility which may result from its false measures 
ought to weigh also on a number of respectable 
persons who have been consulted on this subject, 
and who, in expressing to government their opi- 
nions, have not felt willing to be impressed with 
the idea, that if a few unenlightened merchants 
wish for a monopoly, the general interest of trade 
requires liberty— and especially that government 
and nations demand now, (and will still more insist 
upon it in future), that the first condition of the 
mutual exchauge of commodities between them be 


founded on the equality and reciprocity of the ar- 
rangements they may think fit to adopt — and in or- 
der to prove how much reason and sound idea* con- 
tinue to prevail over the prejudices which, till now, 
have governed the Commercial world, I will men- 
tion the motion made some time since in parliament, 
by the chief of one of the first bouses in England. 
Mr. Baring, respecting the so much boasted pro- 
hibitory system of that country. 

The minister of the navy was telling us just now, 
that, in order to be strong, we ought to have a navy. 
Yes, no doubt wc ought to be strong, but we ought 
also to be just; and we should feel a persuasion that, 
in the negociation alluded to, government will not 
lose sight of this maxim, and will attempt every 
means compatible with our political rank, of re-es- 
tablishing our commercial relations with a people, 
which so many recollections and interests make it 
a duty for us to cement more than ever. — (Murmurs 
of approbation on the left.) 

The minitter of foreign relatione — I will not at- 
tempt here to establish a discussion on the princi- 
ples and on the facts just now stated. 1 his ques- 
tion would be so important, that before acting upon 
it, more certain and positive documents.tJian those 
hitherto obtained, should be required. 1 will noteven 
venture a positive opinion on the question now rais- 
ed, and will merely state, that some time since ne- 
gociations had been comjnenced between the Ame- 
ricans and France; my predecessor has caused them 
to be communicated to the French chamber of com- 
merce. The council of manufactures and commerce 
lias been assembled, but its deliberations have given 
no additional facilities for the progress of these ne- 
gociations. Government, anxious tp leave nothing 
untried, has consulted all the chambers of commerce 
in France; an answer from all of them has not yet 
been received; but the opintoiisbf those which have 
reached government are different. However it 
may be, such a question is pot of a nature to be dis- 
cussed in this house, and no person has a right to say 
that, ip this occurrence, such or such a measure 
ought to be pursued. 

Mr. de Yitele , in opposition to Mr. Casimer Peri- 
er, paid, that the chamber had no right to scrutinize 
or to blame any act or relation of government with 
foreign governments, and although there might be 
something true in the report, he could npt believe 
that the American government had taken to hasty 
a step, but contended that shpuld this be the /act, 
the Frei rh government ought to pursue a retaliato- 
ry system, the result of which would show which of 
the two nations would be most affected by a cessa- 
tion of intercourse. 

Mr. Casimer Perier rose, and after a few remarks 
in reply to the minister of foreign affairs, said that 
he had not, as was intimated, condemned govern- 
ment in an absolute manner, since he had declared 
that the responsibility'of the evils which existed in 
the present state of the relations between France 
and the United States, ought to weigh, in a great 
measlire, on those persons who had been consulted; 
he said this subject was not foreign to the chamber, 
and that his observatipns were founded on bis duty 
and his constitutional fights. 

The minister of foreign affaire contended that the 
chamber had no right to discuss or encroach on the 
views of government; the right of making treaties 
belonging, by the constitution, to the king alone. 
[And the house adjourned.] 

(fj Our readers will recollect the law which if 
viewed as unfriendly to France, passed both houses 
of congress nearly unanimously— on a simple eX- 
planation from the chairman of the committee of 
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commerce. The same terms were offered to her i 
which had been accepted by Russia, the Netherlands 
and the Hanseatic cities, in vain. She refused to 
reciprocate our liberality, and the measure appear- 
ed indispensable to a just consideration of what we 
owed to our own shipping interest. The bill con- 
tains a provision that when France shall admit our 
vessels on liberal terms, our restrictions on her 
commerce shall cease. On this subject the National 
Intelligencer, of the 12th inst., has some remarks, 
and publishes a letter from Mr. Gallatin, as follows: 

“The most interesting feature, to us, of the late 
news from Europe, is the excitement produced in 
France by the passage of an act imposing new ton- 
nage duties on French vessels. From the friendly 
feeling of this country to France, that act was pass- 
ed reluctantly, and will be cheerfully suspended, 
according to the provision it contains authorizing 
that course, when the government of France shall 
think fit to reciprocate with us the liberality of our 
commercial regulations. The measure seems to 
have produced there as much sensation as if it had 
been unexpected. But what else could they have 
looked for ? Our minister to that country had been 
long enough entreating them to listen to reason, 
and long enough put off by evasive answers. The 
subjoined extract of* a letter from him to the se- 
cretary of state, communicated to congress at the 
last session, shows the ground on which our law 
was passed, and it is presumed, in the end, France 
will not disdain to be as wise as England, and, by a 
relaxation of her system, avail herself of the oppor- 
tunity now offered to her of placing herself in our 
ports on the footing of the most favored nations. 
Extract of a letter fvm Mr . Gallatin to the secretary 
of state , dated Paris, January 20, 1820. 

“ 1 have now the honor to enclose the copy of 
Mr. Pasquier’s long promised answer on the sub. 
ject ef our commercial relations, which was not re- 
ceived till after! had closed my last despatch to you. 

1 am confirmed in the opinion, that nothing will be 
done here until we shall have done justice to our- 
selves by our own measures. The ministry is, 1 
think, well disposed; but they will not act in oppo- 
sition to the remonstrances of the shipping interest, 
and of the chambers of commerce, which nave been 
tonsulted. That of Paris is averse to our proposals. 
Indeed, Mr. Pasquier informed me that of Bordeaux 
alone had given an opinion favorable to them, “ 

NZTHKBLAJTD8. 

A grand Te Ileum was chaunted at Antwerp on 
the 18th June, in celebration of the battle of Wa- 
terloo, 

STAIV. 

A fetter from Spain, dated June 9, says “the 
friends of liberty are highly gratified by the result 
of the election of members of the cortes. Out of, 
200, it is supposed there arc not more than 20 Ser- 
Viles.” This is excellent. 

The members of the cortes as they arrive, meet at 
their boarding houses and form clubs C caucuses J, 
One at which about 40 were present, debated a re- 
solution, to be submitted to the cortes, declaring 
that the sixty nine deputies of the old cortes, who 
requested of the king to abolish the constitution, 
should be sentenced to death, but that the king 
should also be supplicated to pardon them. One 
•f the members, however, named Romeuo Puerto 
(eighty years old), resisted so powerfully that part 
of the resolution which requires -a supplication to 
the king for the remission of the doom,lthat all the 
rest relinquished it. 

It is said, that the cortes will not assemble at Ma - 


the vicinity, where, it is added, they can deliberate 
uninterrupted by the 1 bad passions which too often 
prevail in large cities. 

It was settled that the cortes were to assemble 
on the 8th of July. The members elected were 
almost uniformly friendly to the constitution and 
new order of things, and the only fears that prevail- 
ed with the considerate people, were, that they 
would not be able to controul the enthusiasm of the 
nation, and settle upon a calm and rational govern- 
ment. 

The birth day of the king of Spain has recently 
been celebrated throughout all Spain, with great 
pomp and enthusiasm; particularly in the cities of 
Cadiz and Barcelona. 

There is a report that generals Freyre, Valdez 
and Campana, and the bishop of Saragossa and seve- 
ral friars, were shot, on the demand of Quiroga and 
his troops. 

Latter from Cadiz of the 30th May, mention a fact 
calculated to convey a very strong impression of 
the patriotic feeling that exists among the inhabi- 
tants of that city. The merchants of Cadiz have 
agreed to advance a loan of four million of reals 
for the use of the marine, and three millions for the 
civil service, without interest. They have also de- 
termined on subscribing as far as their means will 
permit, to the loan of 40 millions of reals now rais- 
ing in Spain at an interest of ten per cent, on terms 
equally disinterested, because they think that the 
receiving so exorbitant a rate of interest, is taking 
an unfair advantage of the necessities of the king- 
dom, a principle they are desirous by their own ex- 
ample pointedly to discountenance. 

Free masons lodges are extending through Spain. 
A little while since, to be suspected of beiug a 
mason was punished as a crime most horrible! 

GJUIMAKT. 

Accounts from Hanover repeat with more confi- 
dence, a report which was recently mentioned, that 
the sovereign of England intended to proceed 
thither before the end of the year, for the purpose 
of being crowned king of Hanover. It is added, 
that the palace of Herrenhansen has been rapidly 
fitted up for his majesty's reception. 

At Dresden, the assassin of the painter Kugeleber, 
having been detected by a Jew, the latter refused 
the reward of a thousand crowns, because the Mo- 
siac law forbids taking the price of blood. 

Germanic federation . A Frankfort paper of June 
12, says — “At length the great subject which 
has arrested the attention of Europe for so long a 
time, is brought to a close. The definitive act for 
new organization of the Germanic confederation, 
was communicated to the Germanic diet , on the 8th 
of this month; and bos, with all the protocols and 
papers accompanying it, been inserted in the regis- 
ters of that assembly, and has become the supreme 
law of Germany. 

This important act of the oongress of Vienna, is 
entitled “ Definitive act of the ministerial conferences 
held to complete and consolidate the organization of the 
Germanic confederation” It contains 65 articles, is 
drawn up with great display of talent, and is in uni. 
son with the most liberal principles of the age. 
The preamble states, “The sovereign princes and 
free cities of Germany, considering the obligations 
they imposed upon themselves at the formation of 
the Germanic league, to exalt and perfect their 
union, by giving the necessary development to the 
fundamental dispositions of the federal act: consi- 
dering also, that to render indissoluble the strong 
ties which unite all the German states, in a system 
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delay to fulfil, by a common deliberation, the obli- 
gations thus imposed on them, and which the gene- 
ral necessity required: They have, &c. 8tc. \Here 
follows the name of the plenipotentiaries.] 

The 1st article provides that the Germanic con- 
federation is a federal union of the sovereign prin- 
ces and free cities of Germany: an union founded 
on the public law of Europe; and is formed for the 
maintenance of the independence and inviolability 
of the states composing it; as also of the interior 
and exterior safety of Germany generally. 

In communicating the above act to his court, the 
Prussian minister remarked, that it was a proof the 
most satisfactory of the unity and mutual confidence 
which animated all the ministers of the confedera- 
tion; who were all penetrated with gratitude for the 
zeal which animated the emperor of Austria to de- 
monstrate anew his good wishes for Germany, and 
for the interest which his majesty of Prussia took 
in promoting every thing which was necessary to 
establish more strongly the confederacy, and the 
happiness of the Germanic states. 

Vienna, June 8. The report presented to the em- 
peror on the operations of the sinking fund, created 
January 22, 1817, has just been published. The! 
productive capital of the sinking fund for the new 
public debt bearing interest, amounted, on the 28th 
of February, 1820, to 94,224,96 7 florins, and has 
been augmented since its establishment 44,893,400 
florins. The annual receipt of the fund at the same 
date, amounted to 7,477,303 florins, money of con- 
vention. By meana of these receipts there has been 
withdrawn from circulation since the origin of the 
establishment, 87,998,681 florins of obligations, 
bearing interest, in money of convention, according 
to their current value. The whole sum of obliga- 
tions of the old debt, withdrawn from circulation 
since April 14, 1818, amounts to 16,801,955 flo- 
rins. 

SWEDEN. 

The prohibition against the admission of coffee 
into Sweden, has been repealed. 

DENMARK. 

A letter from Copenhagen, dated June 20, an- 
nounces the failure of the well known and long es- 
tablished banking house of Ryberg and Co. an 
event which bad produced a great sensation on the 
exchange of that city. 

RUSSIA. 

Four steam boats now pass every day between 
Petersburg and Cronstadt. The emperor reviewed 
in the vicinity of his capital, on the 17th of May, for- 
ty thousand men. 

TURRET. 

We have a report that the forces which marched 
against Ali, pacha of Janina, had joined him, and 
that be was marching upon Constantinople at the 
head of 80,000 men. A destructive war is expect- 
ed, and some suppose that Russia is at the bottom 
of it — that, like France in regard to Switzerland, 
and Great Britain in respect to the Ionian islands 
and mighty regions in Asia, she may become the pro- 
tector of Turkey, as she has “protected*' Poland. 

BARBART TOWKHB. 

Mr. Shaler, American consul at Algiers, has ad- 
dressed the following circular to Mr. Appleton, 
consul general of the U. 8. at Leghorn: 

Algiers , March 14. I have the honor to inform 
you, that an Algerine squadron, composed of three 
large corvettes, two brigs, a polacre and a schr. is 
ready for a cruise and will soon sail. I have inquir- 
ed of the government of Algiers respecting the 
object of this armament, and have represented in 
the most friendly manner, that, under present cir- 


cumstances, our safety and interest required, that 
Algerine ships should not be permitted to board, 
or, in any manner, to interrupt the merchant ves- 
sels of our nation. The dey replied that these ves- 
sels were nbt destined against any Christian power, 
but that, in every case, the most strict orders should 
be given, that the vessels of his friends, the Ameri- 
cans, should suffer no injury. Preparations are 
making, at the same time, by the land forces, from 
Which it is presumed, that these forces are directed 
against Tunis. Whatever may be the true object 
of these preparations, I think it will be useful to 
make known to this government that we are pre- 
pared in every event. 

P. 8. May 12. — It is said the Algerine squadro* 
will sail to-morrow. 

(Signed) Wa Shale*. 

CHRONICLE. 

The U. S. schooner Lynx , has recently recaptur- 
ed a Spanish vessel from one of Lafltte's piratical 
cruisers — 5 of his gang who were on board the prize, 
are kept in jail at New-Orleans, to be tried as pi- 
rates. There is a bad business still going on in the 
Gulf; and several suspicious vessels have been in 
the vicinity of Dauphin Island, See. 

Counterfeits on the bank of Pennsylvania, at Phi- 
ladelphia, of the denomination of 100 dollars, are 
in circulation to the westward. Some of them have 
been received in a remittance from Nashville. 

A great Jlood in the Missouri lias inundated the 
bottom lands, and destroyed the gardens planted by 
the troops at the Council Bluffs. 

Died, on the 10th ult. at his seat near Fort Jack- 
son, Alabama, William W. Bibb , esq. governor of 
that state. 

on the 18th of the same, in Virginia, colonel 

George Hancock , an officer of the revolutionary ar- 
my, much respected. 

at Chelmsford, Massachusetts, Mr. Joseph 

Spalding, aged 64— one of the heroes of Bunker 
Hill. He tired the first gun, and was supposed to 
be the man who killed Major Pitcairn, having fre- 
quently declared lie took deliberate aim at him. 

, on the 7th ult, in Somerset county, Md. in 

the 64th year of his age, col. George Handy , a sol- 
dier of the revolution, and a captain in Lee's legion 
in the southern campaign. 

at New-York, recently, in the 41st year of 

his age, Mr. John /?. Leacraft , formerly a sailing- 
master in the United States nary, and one of those 
who volunteered their services, under the command 
of the gallant and much lamented Deeatur, to bum 
the frigate Philadelphia, in the harbor of Tripoli, tm- 
the 16th of Feb. 1804. 

— — at Council Bluffs, Missouri territory, on the. 
27th ult. lieut. Samuel Keeler , of the 6th regiment 
U. S. Inft. assistant commissary of supplies* in the 
28th year of his age. 

in England, May 31, Mr. Bradley, the York- 
shire giant— when dead he measured nine feet in 
length, and three feet over the shoulders. 

Ten or twelve heavy ships, engaged in whaling 
“round Cape Horn,” belong to the little port of Bern 
Harbor , Long-Island, N, Y. These voyages are heal- 
thy and profitable Not one man was lost from any 
of the ships belonging to that place, during the past 
season. The business is also, a noble nursery oC 
seamen — fit to carry the ‘fstriped bunting” to tbe 
antipodes. 

The steam-boat Chancellor Livingston, accom- 
plished the distance of 330 miles on the waters of 
Ithe Hudson, in 43 hours* four of which w€rt oceu- 
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pied in stoppages— the wind was a-head during all 
the time. 

Baltimore. Interments for the week ending on 
Monday last, 58; of which 9 were colored. 2d died 
of cholera, 6 of consumption; only two of fevers, 
remittent and intermittent. 25 were under one 
year; 15 from 1 to 21; 8 above 21. In the preced- 
ing week there was not one death, iiv a population 
of 60,000, by all the families of fever, and now only 
two — and this is the month of August! We are of 
opinion that the like was never known before. 

Philadelphia. Interments for the week ending 
August 12 40 adults, 73 children; lotal 115. Of 
these, twenty seven died of various kinds of fever- 
11 bilious, 3 malignant. The alarm on account of 
the latter appears to have been very great. On 
Tuesday last, the board of health, having consulted 
with some of the most eminent of the medical pro- j 
fession, made a report to the public. They stated ' 
that, in the small district where the malignant fever 
first appeared, on the 24th ult. there had been ele- 
ven cases of a decided character, and three of a 
doubtful nature: of the first, nine died and two re- 
moved— of the last, one died and two recovered. 
This district of the city was immediately emptied 
of its inhabitants, and the streets fenced up, &c. of 
course no new case had appeared in it. But, on the 
9th inst. the attention of the board was directed to 
some suspicious cases in another quarter of the city, 
half a mile distant from the former — 18 such cases 
were known to the board to have appeared in this 
district in the last eight days, of various grades, 
“from the type of the common remittent to the 
highest grade of malignant fever.” On which the 
board went instantly to work to depoluate this seat 
of disease, erect fences across the streets leading 
to it, and remove the shipping from the wharves; 
and express a hope that the progress of the fata) 
malady may be arrested. Since when, three other 
cases were reported as existing at the time, though 
unknown to the board. We have not heard any 
thing from the board since the 15th inst. but it is 
generally said that the alarm was increasing. 

QCj*Just ** <nir paper was going to press, wc saw 
the report of new cases of malignant fever made to 
the board of health on the 16th inst. They amount 
to eleven —' “all originatingin the infected district.” 

Robert Lee , of New- Jersey. In the last, or 17th 
vol. pages 192 and 282, we inserted most honora- 
ble accounts of the proceedings of our friend Robt. 
Lee, for the manner in which he allowed lands sold 
for taxes, and by him purchased, to be redeemed. 
He has since taken to himself a wife, and we hear- 
tily wish him joy, for we learn from a New-Yprk 
paper, that “Mr. Lee, at the time of his marriage, 
was in possession of titles for estates, forfeited for 
taxes, valued at more than £20^000. Before his mar- 
riage, he required an express stipulation from his 
intended wife, that she should always permit the 
redemption of those estates, for the taxes, charges, 
and interest thereupon, whenever the former own- 
ers should be inclined so to redeem them.” 

A New-York paper, of Aug. 6, says— “The corps 
•f Catlett , from West Point, about 250 in number, 
arrived at Staten Island on Saturday, and have en- 
camped on the heights near the vice-president’s 
seat. We understand they will parade in this city 
to-day, march through the principal streets, ami 
perform various evolutions; after which they will 
return to their encampment and remain several 
days, before they take up the line of march for Phi- 
ladelphia.” 

The cadets, after gratifying the people ’of 
New-York, have arrived at Philadelphia, to sEew 
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to the people of that city the perfection of their 
discipline, &c. 

The navy. It appears by a statement in the New- 
York Columbian, that “uwr navy, including vessels 
building and authorized to be built, will consist of 
14 ships of the line, 22 frigates, 13 ships of 14 to 32 
guns, 14 brigs and 14 schooners, besides gun-boats 
barges and galleys. The expense of a ship of the 
line, in service, is, for one year, 202,110 dollars; and 
of a frigate, 134,210 dollars exclusive of repairs.” 

u Pen cutter to congress.” A silly fellow has been 
puffing himself off to the eastward as “pen cutter 
to congress” telling the people that he f urnished 
the national legislature with pens to the amount of 
1600 dollars per annum. Messrs. Davis and Force, 
of Washington, who furnish all the stationary for 
congress say that this person never furnished a pen 
to congress and that his whole charge for cutting 
pens for Tan, for a year past, amounted only to 40 
dollars 50 cents 

The seu-serpent. Many persons assert that a sea- 
serpent is again off the eastern coast of the United 
States. Certain persons, whose names are given, 
declare that they were within 30 yards of the animal. 
They counted 23 bunches on his back; his head 
was like that of a common snake, and held about two 
feet out of the water. Others declare that they 
have fairly viewed it in Boston bay. It his hard to 
get over so much testimony— yet people are slow 
to believe in the existence of this animal. 

Ancient*. The four surviving sages \irho signed 
the declaration of independence, are said to aged 
at follows: William Floyd, of N. Y. 87; John Adams, 
of Mass. 85; Charles Carroll, of Md. 82; Thomas 
Jefferson, of V§. 73. 

And recently, at Plymouth, Mass. 208 old soldiers 
met to substantiate their claims for pensions— se- 
veral of them were more than 90 years old— the 
youngest wa9 56. 

The atmiversury of independence was celebrated 
in a new and solemn style at Castleton, Vt. It ap- 
pears that capt. Nathan IVilliam s, on the 6th day of 
July, 1777, while repelling the attack of an advanc- 
ed party of British and Indians, under gen. Frazer, 
at Fort Warner, in the eastern part of Castleton, 
was killed, scalped and left upon the ground. His 
body was subsequently buried in an Indian blanket, 
about 18 inches below the surface. Some of his 
surviving companions in arms aought out his re- 
mains, and took occasion to give them a public and 
honorable burial. In addition to the religious ex* 
erases, patriotic addresses were delivered by C. 
Langdon, esq. and Mr. A. L. Burnap, 

Accommodation ! It appears that water of the 
Thame § river, Eng. is actually imported into New- 
York to please those who are in love with its com- 
pound! Re gustibus non dispatandum. “The old wo» 
man kissed her cow!” 

American antiquities. On the Creek Indian lands, 
a couple of miles from the line that separates that 
nation from Gwinnett county, in Georgia, is a natu- 
ral curiosity, as well as a convincing proof, that ere 
an European foot pressed on American soil, the 
aborigines of this country were not unacquainted 
with the art of warfare. The (so called) Stone 
Mountain, is a rock much in the shape of a sugar- 
loaf— it is upwards of 2000 feet in height, and about 
four miles in circumference at the bottom. One 
side of the rock projects forward seventy or eighty 
feet; the height from below is awful, almost terri- 
fic! On the other sides, you hare a gradual ascent 
to about three-fourths of the way up, wheft you 
xome to a level space fifty widevthat extends 
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entirely around the rock. On the outward side tit* 
this level are fortifications, except on that aide that 
projects forward; where, indeed, none are necessa- 
ry, The fortifications are six feet wide; and in 
places where the rocks have not been made use of 
as a source of amusement to visitors, in rolling them 
down the sides of thisruggid rock, they are twelve 
feet high, and a mile and a half long. The native 
Indians can in no way account why and when those 
fortifications were made. It certainly is a stupen- 
dous memorial of Indian valor and industry. After 
passing this fortified place, and gainingthe summit 
of tliis rock, you then are iodeed well paid for the 
fatigue and danger of ascending so high. It is im- 
possible to convey an idea of the grandeur of the 
sight you behold! Wrapt in wonder and in medi- 
tation, it is sometime ere your confused snd hurried 
ideas can well comprehend the sublimity of the 
scene. I will only remark, that the Alleghany and 
Cumberland, or Great Laurel Ridge Mountains, the 
latter two hundred and twenty miles distant, are 
distinctly seen from this “mother of rocks.” 

[ Georgia paper. 

Savannah . The committee appointed to distri- 
bute the funds collected for the relief of the suffer- 
ers by the dreadful fire in January last, have made 
a report of their proceedings: The claims made for 
losses, (leaving out the rich sufferers), amounted to 
-$776,000. The amount received for their relief was 
$99,451 75 ; of which about 8,000 dollars was col- 
lected in Savannah. This appears to have been 
equitably distributed among the poor who suffered, 
without respect to color. 

The amounts were received as follows, classing 
them as coming from states: 

Georgia, ... $35,700 95 

South Carolina, - - 20,637 27 

Virginia, - 1,136 56 

Maryland, - - - * 5,232 46 

District of Columbia, - - 1,686 11 

Pennsylvania, ... 19.382 25 
New-York, .... *1,198 93 
Massachusetts, - 12,195 85 

District of Maine, - 733 28 

New-Orleans, ... 1,209 80 

Tennessee .... 338 29 


$99,451 75 

.XeVt-Iia mpshi re state prison. The income of this 
penitentiary, for the last year, has been derived from 
the usual sources, the labor of convicts in its vari- 
ous departments, the sale of articles manufactured 
by there, and the fees* of admittance to visitors — 
the 'whole amounts to $4660 81 cents. The expen- 
ditures during the same perit-d, amount to $4203 
;»5 cents— leaving a balance gained to the institu- 
tion during the last year of $457.28. The amount 
of property on hand has also increased $1811.41; 
mid the balance of debts due, $743.14 —making the 
whole income $2553.55; from which deducting the 
amount received from the treasury, leaves a balance 
further gained of $454.55. In the amount of debts 
due is included $3637.03, charged to the state 
house committee, for labor of the convicts in pre- 
paring stone, &c. for that building; which, if paid 
over to the state-prison, would reduce the sum re- 
quired from the treasury to meet the estimated 
expenses of the present year to $963. 


•It will be recollected that the amount collected 
in the city of New-York ($10,238) was returned. 


Worth- Carolina, The naval survey of the coast 
of this state has been completed. We learn 
many important errors have been' corrected. 

Ohio. The treasurer has given notice that he will 
deceive nothing but “ specie and Substantial sped* 

| funds? on account of the state. This is absolutely 
necessary, for the paper of many of the banks are 
50 per cent, below money, even at home. The peo- 
ple, in several places, have resolved that they will 
not any longer give a circulation to such miserable 
trash. 

Missouri. The Constitution was adopted by the 
convention on the 17th ult. The most interesting 

£ revisions have already been noticed, and we shall 
ereafter publish the instrument entire. A place 
on the Missouri river, near the mouth of the Ohsage, 
is fixed upon as the permanent seat of government; 
at present it is to be at St. Louis. It is proposed to 
call the new city MissouripoHs. 

Extract of a tetter f'om the Council Bluffs , dated the 
6M of Marche 1820. 

“The agent, major O’Fallon, captain Riley, and a 
subaltern’s command of the rifle regiment, hav£ 
been on a visit to the Grand Panis, Pauls Loups, and 
Panis Republican. 

The principal Chief of the Grand Panis, called 
Long Hair, was not disposed to give ii civil recep- 
tion to the agent, but changed his conduct on meet- 
ing a decisive tone, and eventually gave him a hos- 
pitable and apparently friendly reception. 

“The Panis Loups did much better- They came 
out two miles, with a body of five hundred horse, 
conducted the agent and party into their village, 
and treated them with Ml honor and distinction 
imaginable. 

“The Panis Republican, who plundered the scien- 
tific party last fall, also met the agent with every 
demonstration of friendship, and expressed the 
greatest contrition for this outrage. 

“This nation, the Panis, have lately had an en- 
gagement, on the confines of Mexico, with the Te- 
tans and Spaniards, and lost ninety -three warrior*, 
killed or wounded.” 

Genet al Post-Office , August 3, 1820. ft having 
been represented^ to this office that the newspaper 
mail is frequently carried outside, instead of inride 
of stages, to the great injury of the newspaper* 
contained therein: Notice is hereby given, to all 
whom it may concern, that, on information being 
given to this office of such a practice being pur- 
sued by any contractor for carrying the mail, or by 
the persons employed by him, the penalty annexed 
to such a violation of the rules of this office will be 
rigidly enforced in every case. And, for the infor- 
mation of the public, and to put the contractors on 
their guard, the following article, contained in eve- 
ry contract made with this department, is now pub- 
lished: 

“9. That, when the said mail goes by a stage- 
waggon, it shall invariably be carried within the 
body of a comfortable stage, suitable for the ac- 
commodation of at least seven travellers; and when 
it is carried on horseback, it shaH be covered se- 
curely with an 6il cloth or bear skin, against raih 
or snow, under a penalty of dollars for each, 

time the mail is wet, without such covering; and 
that when it stops at night, it shall be put in a se- 
cure place, and there be locked up. A penalty of 
one dollar a mile shall be incurred for eteiy mile 
in w hich the mail, when conveyed by stage, shall 
be carried out of the body of the carriage above 
described.” ' 


rUlATKIi UY WILLIAM OODEX SILKS, AT TUE FBAKKilH TBIS*, WATEtt-STBIKT, EAST OF «rCTM*m#»T- 
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TUR EAST THE PRESENT FOB THE FUTURE. 
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(j5»We have now inserted all that we design to 
give place to, of the speeches in congress, on the 
Missouri question. It has cost much time and at- 
tention to make the selection which we have— the 
purpose was, to avoid -a repetition of the same ar- 
guments and present a full view of the subject, on 
both sides *f the question. How fur we have suc- 
ceeded in this, our readers will determine. Con- 
sidering Messrs. Clay or Lowndes as the most pow- 
erful of those opposed to restriction, we wished to 
have published the speech of one of them, but that 
of neither of those gentlemen has yet been given 
to the public. 

(£j*We are sorry to postpone the eloquent me- 
morial of the merchants agriculturalists, and others 
of the town of Fredericksburg, Va. against thei 
tariff, said to be from the pen of the celebrated 
John Taylor , of Caroline — the powerful remon- 
strance of gen. Jackson and others against the late 
proceedings in Tennessee, received since the article 
below was prepared for the press — the papers be- 
longing to a termination of the claims of Mr. Meade 
against the government of Spain, which, on ac- 
count of his sufferings, have excited so much feel- 
ing in the United States — and sundry other matters, 
original and selected: But, relieved of the Missouri 
debate, we shall, for some time to come, be enabled 
to indulge our wishes and present a more agreea- 
able variety. 

TFe close or the editorial tear. This number 
concludes the 18th volume or 9th year of the Re- 
oisTEit. The title page and index for it are printing, 
and will be forwarded as usual. It is now that we 
expect to receive, not only arrearage# due, but also 
the payment of g>5 in advance for the coming year, 
according to the terms entered into between the 
editor and his numerous subscribers. He regrets 
the necessity of repeating what he said at the close 
of the last year, as to the deficiencies of remittances, 
for the times are still “hard,” and the circulating 
medium of our country is, in some parts of it, yet 
in a deranged state: but certainly, our condition is 
growing better and less burthensome, by an increas- 
ed economy, and a refusal to contract debts with- 
out calculating how they are to be pAid. And, while 
the editor is resolved to do all that seal and in- 
dustry can accomplish still further to extend the 
circulation of this paper, and will endeavor to shew 
his gratitude by his work* for favors received — he 
frankly recommends it to every gentleman believ- 
ing that he cannot afford to receive it, or who is not 
able to pay for it promptly, as the payments become 
due, to retire from it. The presumption is, that 
there cannot be more than a few doeen persons so 
situated — and he does not love money well enough 
either to wheedle or wrest it from those who have 
none to spar£fram their own immediate and more 
important wants. The Resi^ter is not altogether 
an article of luxury— yet it is of that class of things 
which should either be paid for Qr dispensed with 
—to save time and trouble to all parties concerned. 

But the prompt attention of so many of his sub- 
scribers has placed this work upon the only ground 
on which any one can be really useful andprosper- 
ous* Its editor is very far, indeed, from being rieh,— 
VottXVm 32. 


hardly in that state of business which is called 
“easy,” but so far independent as to be enabled to act 
purely from the dictates of his own conscience, with-* 
out regard to parties or individuals— and hence it i% 
that he sometimes rather displeases both sides to a 
question; o*r, perhaps, more correctly speaking, 
does not always please cither party to one. He has 
long since renounced parties, and attempted to pur- 
sue fundamental principles only. 

While, with great freedom, the editor has ex- 
pressed his own opinions on some of the leading 
topics of the day, lie has been careful not to offend 
by rudeness, or impeach men’s motives who had the 
same right to determine on things that he himself 
exercised^ and the selected articles on those sub- 
jects, have been chosen with the sole view of giving 
the best intelligence on the matters at issue. As, 
for instance, a speech in congress on one side of a 
question, ha9 never been inserted without is oppos- 
ing argument on the other, if to be obtained; and 
we believe that the editor of a journal refuses jus- 
tice to his readers, when he pursue* a different 
course. 

The same liberal spirit has directed us in another 
concern, which required a more severe trial, and 
touched iis in what is quaintly called the “tender 
place:” the extra gratuitous supplements published 
during the editorial year just now conclud'd , cost ns 
no less a sum than one thousand and twenty- eight 
dollars! This large sacrifice of profit was made to 
a pride to increase the value of the work, and in a 
belief, also, that it would not be made in vain. We 
have nothing more to add, thgn that the same course 
will be pursued so far as the means are afforded to 
justify the expenditure; and that no change will be 
made in the general manner or matter of the Re- 
gister. 

The annual bills will be immediately forwarded 
as customary; and the friends of this work are 
reminded, that the notes of any specie-paying bank 
in the United States are received in payment, which 
may be forwarded by mail at the risk of the editor, 
and at his cost, too, for postage, if any think that 
he ought to pay it, that every account may be clos- 
ed— and his time be "legitimately” appropriated to 
the desk in his library, instead of being occupied 
at that in the counting house. 

Foreign news. We have extracts from London 
papers of the 9th of July; and so it is, that though 
we must smile at the uproar created in England by 
the queen's affairs, we cannot avoid feeling a deep 
interest in their progress and issu^. Whatever 
may be her faults, (and we do not expect to find 
those virtues among princes and princesses which 
are essential to character among honest folks,) she 
certainly, has been basely treated by her husband 
and his minions and ministers, from two or three 
weeks after the time of her marriage until the pre- 
sent day. It was not to be expected that such an 
accomplished debauchee as the present king was, 
could feel the obligations due to a state of matri- 
mony— ^ret we might have looked fora little decen- 
cy in his deportment, to a person selected for “rea- 
sons of state,” to be a breeder of princes. Rut he 
has been totally regardless of those rule* of con- 
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duct which all men acknowledge as necessary to 
‘ tile preservation of morals. His “Oteheitean 
dances” had rendered the sober affairs of husband 
and wife disgusting to him; and he wished to rid 
Iiiinself of even the semblance of restraint on his 
. outrageous pursuits. Let the queen be ten thou- 
sand times worse than she is represented, if wrong 
can palliate wrong, she will be excused by all ac- 
quainted with her case, though she may not be 
justified. It is true, she was said to have had some 
amours before her marriage, but her conduct after 
marriage until her husband separated himself from 
her, is acknowledged to have been proper; then 
came the malicious tales of sir John Douglas and 
his wife, which, in their essential parts, were prov- 
ed to be lies, and now she is charged with offences 
of six years standing, which never would have been 
urged against her if she had been content to fore- 
go the rights of a queen; but on the contrary, she 
might have received 50 or 100,000 pounds per an- 1 
num, to be spent in any sort of excess that she 
pleased, but for her determination to meet her ac- 
cusers and vindicate her fame. 

The present charges against her are said to be 
founded on seventy depositions — Castlercagh could 
obtain seventy thousand, if it were needful; it is an 
old business of his to buy oaths, like potatoes, by 
their size. We see that the witnesses against her 
tvho have arrive^}, are of the meanest of the people; 
apparently the refuse of the streets of an Italian city, 
who are about the lowest order of mankind. And, 
it is strongly intimated that the person with whom 
she is said to have committed adultery, is not a man! 
This is probable enough; forthe queen is an eccen- 
tric woman, and cast off' as she has been, there is 
some excuse for her oddities. 

The articles relating to her, as before observed, 
are interesting. The coronation which was to have 
taken place on the 1st of August, had been indefi- 
nitely postponed, to the infinite mortification of 
thousands and the gfeat joy of others. It was no 
doubt feared that the performance of that ceremony 
on the king alone, might have produced an awful 
commotion — the peoplo adhering to the sound 
common sense and law maxim, that the queen must 
be presumed innocent until she is proved to be 
guilty. She is evidently gainingground; and, if she 
is a true -woman, may shake the most corrupted go- 
vernment that the world ever knew to its very 
centre. Her cause must need* be the popular one 
—the pimping system practised against her should 
meet with the execration of the human race, whe- 
ther she is harmless or otherwise; and she Claims and 
should be supported in, an o pen trial, at which she 
can meet her accusers face to face. These are fun- 
damental principles on which the welfare of society 
depends; and John Bull, silly as he is in many things, 
we think, will regard them with reverence. Her 
counsel is of the first order and apparently much 
devoted to £er; and if she is treated according to 
the law as it respects private persons, will very 
much thwart the designs of her enemies, and bring 
to light many matters which the ministers will 
be exceedingly loath to exhibit, in respect to what 
is called the “Milan commission,” Ac. 

It is also intimated that she may (though one of 
her counsel, Mr. Denman, at present aisclaims the in- 
tention to do so),exhibit the conduct of her husband 
to lessen the force of the charges preferred against 
herself. Common justice, as well as the practice 
of the courts in such cases, will bear her out in this 
procedure. If she will appoint tome trusty agents, 
well supplied with money, to seek out evidences 
among the miserable females who inhabit the poor 


houses, work houses, jails and hospitals of the me- 
tropolis, she can produce witnesses enough of the 
adultery of her husband, tp fill the chamber of the 
house of lords, and astonish the great mao on the 
wool-sack with the display of a greater number of 

harridans than ever before were congregated 

Even at this late day, perhaps, five hundred such 
might be collected for as many guineas — to give 
positive testimony as to facts which they know to be 
true'. 

Hut it is disgusting affair, and we wish we were 
relieved of an apparent necessity to mention it. — 
Its character is dishonorable to our species— -yet it 
may be right to present it as a portrait of royaJty; — 
and if she shall succeed in humbling those who have 
so long put honor and justice to scorn, her history 
will merit a record on pillars of brass, for the use 
of posterity. Mr. Bennet said, in die house of com- 
mons, that “the discussion of her case would give 
a blow to the character of monarchy which it might 
rue to it latest existence.” To w hich we say. Amen? 

Tub cbuscs. I do not believe that there is a. more 
industrious gentleman, or more zealous officer in 
the service of the United States, than col. Bentalou, 
marshal for the district of Maryland; and beitce it 
is 1 have concluded, that one of the most interest- 
| ing and important purposes designed to be ascer- 
tained by the census now taking, will be defeated — 
the list of manufactures and persons employed 
therein. The returns will be so imperfect, that it 
would have been better if the subject of enquiry 
had been altogether omitted. This has been brought 
about by the mistaken economy of congress — the 
allowance to the deputy marshals, or persons em- 
ployed to take the census, is totally inadequate to 
a full performance of the duties imposed by the act, 
or directed by the secretary of state, in pursuance 
of the authority invested in him. It is not to be 
expected that the deputies can “call and call again” 
until they meet with the heads of families; — in at 
least one case out of two they will receive their in- 
formation of females, and what do they generally 
know of the state of the manufactory earned on by 
their husbands? If the queries are most patiently 
put to them, there is not one in a thousand that can 
answer them all, in some of their most essential 
points. We may get a tolerably correct account of 
our large manufacturing establishments, not more 
than a fourth part, probably, short of the troth; but 
of the lesser ones, and perhaps at least teo times 
more important as to their aggregates, we expect 
them to be short three-fourths of their real 
amount. It is better not have any than such imper- 
fect returns. 

These remarks are founded on things that I know. 
The person employed to take the census of the 
ward which I live in, is probably as competent and 
faithful as any one engaged in the business. He 
visited my house in my absence, and no doubt has 
taken down the population of my family correctly, 
hut must have been just as ignorant as to its pro- 
duct, 8tc. in manufactures, as if he never had been 
there. I had even prepared a statement, in writing, 
to save him and my family trouble; but it happened 
that he did not get it. My little iffaira are of ne 
import in the great scale of things; but die case* 
serves to shew what may be looked for. The facts 
so needful to a sound political economy will not be 
obtained: the law to ascertain them is defeated in it- 
selt,by its own parsimony. Men should always receive 


•It is not singular, but seems to ben common 
one. 
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a sufficiency of compensation to give them, an inte- issuing his notes in the same way— every body 
rest in the things that they do— without this, they would mark him down villain ; but it appears that 
are content to fulfil the letter of their obligations, what is honesty between man and man, is too often 
and let the spirit go. The appropriation of a few disregarded by corporations, for the reason that 
.thousand dollars more would have given us intelli- they have “no souls.*' 

gence worth as many millions. Light and truth ^ The one and two dollar notes generally circulate 
are not to be valued by dollars and cents. ed, are executed in a most slovenly careless man- 

ner, seemingly to offer a temptation to counterfeit 

Mas. Allstob. In the present volume, page 311, them* and most of them are only signed by one per* 
we copied from a New- York paper, a horrid ac- son, the cashier or teller. All of these descriptions 
count of the fate of this lady, said to have been should, at once, be indignantly rejected, if offered 
given by a pirate under sentence of death at New- by the banks; and every considerate man who re- 
Orleans. Accounts from that city now assure us, ceives one of them, should immediately pester t|ie 
that no such confession was ever made there. In- bank by demanding specie for it; unless it is known 
deed, soon after the publication of the tale, we that such bank has ceased to issue these dirty little 
thought it untrue, from certain facts staled by a bills — just at likely, sometimes, to be a medium of 
much esteemed friend, whose fortune it was to be conveying yellow-fever, as sundry tilings wisely 
a prisoner on board of admiral Warren’s ship, rthe prohibited by certain boards of health! The ped- 
St. Domingo, I believe,] during the late war. While pie of Baltimore talk of calling & town meeting to 
on board, be frequently heard the officers speak of “cry them down," and we sincerely hope that some 
Mrs. AUston — kow that the admiral had given up measure will be adopted to lessen the extent of 
his cabin to her, — that she was exceedingly glad to the evils suffered by illegitimate makers of bank 
find a woman on board the ship, a petty officer's notes. 

wife, who was ordered to wait upon her, — that a Gvtxl newt. The Central bank of Georgetown, 
female domestic who accompanied her was afraid to Col. is winding up its affairs, and we understand 
leave the pilot boat, and the officer who had charge will close them handsomely — having specie provid- 
of that boat was much joked with on account of it, ed to meet its notes in circulation. The bank of 
&c. Not being particularly interested in the case, Caroline, at Denton, in Maryland, is retiring from 
he made no special enquiries; but it certainly ap- business — making no new debts and paying off its 
. pears that the pilot boat was captured by the Bri* old ones as fast as possible. We wish that about 
tish, and that the lady was treated with great re- two hundred more in the United States would act 
spect and sent away, after being some time on board like wisely. The procedure would contribute much 
the admiral’s ship. This is all that he knows of the to the public safety against counterfeits, &c. 

matter; but it is sufficient to destroy the story that 

the crew of the pilot boat, after being “two or three Mahaqemeht. It appears by a statement in the 
days at sea," rose upon the captain, &c. Any friend Savannah Republican, that, on account of the dis- 
of the lady may have a reference to the gentleman credit of the notes of the. banks of that city, in con- 
alluded to, through the editor of the RsGisT&g. sequence of their refusal to pay certain debts which 
— — they owed to the office of the bank of the United 

Ibpbudebce— ob wobse. The “St. Louis Enqui- States established there, they have, by great exer- 
rer," intimating that the restrictionists intend to tions, liquidated those debts, and again have the 
yenew their designs at the next session of congress, credit attached to specie-paying banks — but it ap. 
says —Missouri will then appear “as a tovereign tiate , pears, that they refuse to give money to individuals 
according to the law of congress, and not us a ter- for their paper, unless the person applying for it 
ritorial orphan;” that her people will, in that case, will agree to take half the amount in bills of the 
“give fresh proof to the world that they know their Darien bank! It is also stated, that sometime since, 
rights and are able to defend them.” What signi- when undoubted bills on England were at par, these 
lies such language as this? All things considered, we banks bought large quantities of them, and sent 
wish that the Missouri question may be suffered to them off with orders to ship specie for them to eer- 
iest where it is, as the lesser evil; but, if congress tain of the eastern ports of the United States. They 
pleases to take it up again, and refuses to admit the made a profit on this transaction, in the first place, 
territory under the constitution which its conven- and, when the specie arrived at New- York, for in. 
tion has formed and is without power to enforce stance, though they would not pay the cash for their 
its determination, it is high time, indeed, that a new notes as they promised on the face of them, they 
organization of affairs should take place. would oblige a holder of them by a draft on that 

city, at three per cent, advance! fVhal a beautiful 

Basks abd small botes. This city, as well as tiring it f he ratftyttemf 
many other places, has long been inundated with — - * 

counterfeit notes of the denominations under Yellow rsvsB. There are some prejudices against 

five dollars, and the recent detection of a great which truth seems to make a very slow progress — 
horde of them, has, at last, roused the people of witness the belief in “ghosts and hobgoblins," still 
Baltimore to a consideration of the growing evil* prevailing and tincturing tlie minds of most persons. 
The losses on these notes, nine times out of ten, fall in a greater or lesser degree. Even the light or 
upon the poor, and it is time that their circulation experience, so embodied as almost to be felt with 
was altogether stopped. The yr&nt of specie is not the hand, is at times insufficient to do away the ef- 
even pretended; why then should the hanks be suf- fee? of notiont acquired we know not how. New- 
fered to intrude their trash upon the public — impu- York has prohibited the intercourse with l’hi- 
detttly intrude it, after knowing that such bills are ladelphia, so has Wilmington, Del. and Norfolk, 
so well imitated as to deceive and defraud us? If partially. In Philadelphia the same policy was pur 
a private gentleman, accustomed to issue many notes sued in former years, and yet now the board c£ 
on a peculiar kind of paper, or in any particular healthy with much apparent gratification, declares, 
manner, was to be informed that such notes were tbut each of the ft* cas* s of fever occurring in 
counterfeited so well as to deceive some that con- that city, can be traced to the “infected district,” or 
tided in his ability to pay, and yet still persist in districts. We have flo doubt of thto—ij Khcwstbat 
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the disease is local, and not contagious, as has been 
completely proved a thousand times over. The 
fever which we had last season in Baltimore, was 
not Contagious — it may not have been the yellow 
fever, though all the doctors said that it was — but 
this is certain and known to every one, that no case 
of contagion was heard oT. In the camp of 1000 
persons, removed from the “infected district,” and 
huddled together as it were in heaps, several per 
sons were taken sick soon after removal — but not 
one in consequence of the sickness of these: thenu- 
mernus cases at the hospital were carefully nursed, 
and oftentimes visited by the mayor and other phi- 
lanthropic gentlemen, but no one suffered by such 
attendance upon the diseased, whose complaints 
were generally of the very worst description. With- 
in a stone's throw of the editor's dwelling house, 
seven or eight persons died of the fever, in the 
midst of numerous families — not one of these be- 
came ill, for the subjects brought the disease from 
the “infected district” — in which, truly, a severe 
xriDEYic prevailed. And in the present year, six 
or eight weeks ago, we had three or four as pure 
cases of yellow fever, (so the doctors said), as ever 
were known; but the cause of the disense was 
removed, and the district has ewer since been as 
healthy as any other. In New-York, too, last year, 
there were sundry instances of this fever, but th6 ! 
police confined it to the space in which it originat- 
ed. If it had been contaqiou s, could it have been 
stopped so promptly? Cestainly, I would not free- 
ly visit or attend upon a person sick with the yel- 
low fever at a place where he caught the disease, 
but, in a pure atmosphere would as willingly wait up- 
on him as on another with a broken leg. We ex- 
pressed these sentiments when Baltimore was af- 
flicted, and repeat them now when she is in extra- 
ordinary good health, not for the sake of contro- 
versy, but to subserve truth. Acting on these prin- 
ciples, Baltimore will not prohibit the intercourse 
with Philadelphia, and thus give the strongest test 
that we can of our faith in the opinion, that this fe- 
ver is local though it may become an epidemic— -but 
that it is not contagious, and cannot spread in an 
atmosphere destitute of its principles of formation. 
It \3 believed that the yellow fever may be generat- 
ed just as easily as intermittents are produced in 
flat countries by ponds of stagnant waters, expos- 
ed to the rays of a summer's sun, &c. And the 
singular exemption of Baltimore at this time from 
every description of fever, we think, under Poovi- 
hkxck, is to be attributed to the meritorious exer- 
tions of our city police — the mayor and the com- 
missioners of health, assisted and supported by 
the other officers. All these have been indefati- 
gable, and we are permitted to enjoy the blessed 
fruits of their labors. 

Mona or this Tsmfxsszx phoject. Having re- 
ceived a copy of the wonderful law recently passed 
by the state of Tennessee, we had an intention to 
publish it entire — for the good of posterity; as we 
are quite certain that we shall have to give a dismal 
account of its operations: but meeting with the 
following summary of it in the “Richmond Enqui- 
rer,” we have thought its ^-publication might be 
sufficient: 

The relief law of Tennessee. The bank bill, esta- 
blishing a new bank , (“Bank of the state of Tennes- 
see,”) at Nashville, with a branch at Knoxville, to 
continue till 1843— capital g 1,000, 000, in bills paya- 
ble to order or bearer, to bi» emitted on the secu- 
rity of the borrowers, and guaranteed by tl)e state, 
on the proceeds of the sales of Highwassce lands. 


the interest of the sales of land south of Fren^i 
Broad and Ilolston, and the ordinary revenue of tbe 
state not otherwise appropriated; the ftotes of this 
bank to be not under the denomination of 1 n6r 
over $100. All the public monies to be deposited 
in it. It shall discount bills of exchange, notes well 
secured, or public stock; it shall also loan for twelve 
months, in tbe nature of discounts, on real or per- 
sonal property, secured by a mortgage on the pro- 
perty, the loan never to exceed one half of its va- 
lue — no loan to any individual to exceed 
Agencies to be established in each county, which 
shall loan to them a share of the capital propor- 
tioned to the amount of tax it paid into the treasury 
in 1819. The bills of the bank to be receivable for 
all monies due to the state, colleges. See. and for 
county taxes, &c. No execution to issue from any 
court until two years after tbe rendition of judgment, 
unless the plaintiff shall endorse on execution that 
he is willing to receive the notes of this bank, as 
well as of the others specified in the act of Novem- 
ber 24, 1819. (This bank is not to have any specie 
to redeem its notes, unless peradventure it may 
obtain a small supply by the power given the go- 
vernor to issue $$250,000 of six per cent- stock, to 
be sold by the bank from time to time, at par — but 
as it is not provided what this par is to be in, whe- 
ther specie or bank notes, it is highly probable that 
the payment for the slock will be made in notes, 
and thus no specie will flow in. It results that be- 
sides all '.he paper of the present banka, Tennessee 
is to be flooded with a new circulation of a million 
of dollars, inconvertible into specie. By what a mon- 
grel, fluctuating and depreciated currency must 
this state be cursed, in consequence of the unwise 
policy of establishing this new, specieless, and wild 
institution). 

2. “Besides this relief bank, a redemption act is pass- 
ed, authorizing the defendant to redeem in two years, 
all lands and negroes sold under execution, on pay- 
ing the purchaser ten per cent, on the money he 
may have advanced. It also prohibits officers sell- 
ing under execution some few household and fami- 
ly articles— it also authorizes personal property, sold 
before next December, to be redeemed in like 
manner as negroes or real estate. This is a new 
relief, different from a stop law, property law, re- 
plevin law, and others of the relief family- It rather 
resembles the redemption of lands sold for taxes.” 

(£3*It appears that general Jackson again stepped 
forward to serve his country, while these bills were 
pending. A remonstrance, atlributedlo bis nervous 
pen and written with great ability, and signed by 
himself, col. Edward fVard , and others, of David- 
son county, against those proceedings, was pre- 
sented, pronouncing them to be in direct violation 
of the constitution of the U. States; which the mem- 
bers were reminded that they had taken an oath to 
support— and also, that they were inexpedient, mad, 
in their opinion, would prove ruinous in their eon- 
sequences. We have not seen this remonstrance, 
in extenso, but, from its character, shall probably 
insert it at length. It gave much offence, in remind 
ing the members of the legislature of tbeir onto 
to support the constitution of tbe United State, 
and its consideration was postponed until the 1st 
day of January, 1821, by yeas and nays in die se- 
nate: yeas 11, nays 6. Two of those whet voted ia 
the affirmative have felt it necessary to come for- 
ward with a long statement of theirreasonsfor da- 
in g* so. The Enquirer says that “a biH for estab- 
lishing a town by the name of Jackson^ was Am*- 
kd by striking out the name and inserting itiy 
port/ 9 * . 
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Missouri Question. 

.SPEECH OF MR. TUCKER, (OF VIRGINIA), 

IX'THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 

After some prefatory remarks on the unusual length 

to which the present discussion had been pro- 
tracted, and the impatience it was so well calcu- 
lated to produce, 

Mn. Tuckeb, of Virginia, said, he should not 
have ventured to trespass further on the time of 
the committee, if liis objections to the proposed 
amendment, particularly as to its expediency, had 
beei^nticipated by those who had gone before him 
in the debate. There is, indeed, said he, Mr. Chair- 
man, something peculiar in every man’s views of 
the subject, who exercises his own powers of re- 
flection, and it is only by looking at it under these 
different phatpt that we can form a just estimate of 
its bearings and dimensions. I am the more desirous 
of speaking on the policy of the proposed restric- 
tion, because a distinguished member from Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr. Sergeant ), has said that Virginia had 
no interest in this question. Sir, 1 think 1 can shew, 
to every unprejudiced mind, that it threatens not 
only the p^ace and welfare of Virginia, in common 
with all the slave-holding states, but their very po- 
litical existence. . 

Before 1 consider the constitutionality of this re- 
striction, I beg leave to say a word on the subject of 
precedents. The member from Pennsylvania who 
spoke yesterday, (Mr. Baldwin), has, perhaps, ren- 
dered it unnecessary that I should address you on 
this topic. He has shewn, by arguments which it 
would be difficult to answer, that the precedents 
on which the supporters of the amendment so much 
rely, either have no application, or, if closely ex- 
amined, disprove the existence of the power now 
chimed for the congress of the United States. But, 
sir, suppose these precedents to be of a different 
character, what is their authority? 

The effect of precedent, in a constitutional ques- 
tion, seems to be derived from the presumption that 
those who have made the decision have heard the 
arguments for and against the power sought to be 
exercised, and have, after due deliberation, decid- 
ed. But when we know that this presumption is 
npt the fact, and that the power in question has 
hitherto been exercised without controversy or ex- 
amination, I think that precedents of this sort are 
entitled to little or no weight, and that those Who 
deny the existence of the power have a right to ask 
those who assert it to point out that particular part 
of the constitution from which it is derived. The 
advocates of the amendment have virtually admit- 
ted the reasonableness of this claim, as, while they 
have insisted on the force of precedents, they have 
directly inferred the power they contend for by 
arguments drawn from the constitution itself. 

In the examination of this doctrine, I shall confine 
myself to that clause of the constitution which 
speaks of the admission of new states; for, although 
other parts of that instrument have also been re- 
ferred to in support of the restriction, yet every 
gentleman on that side of the question has laid the 
chief stress of his argument on this clause, and 
some have relied on it altogether. They contend 
that the right in congress to admit new states into 
the union, implies the right to refuse admission. 
This, I agree, is a fair implication. But they further 
insist, that the right to admit or reject implies the 
right to impose terms on admission, and they sup- 
port their position by the legal maxim at jut ett dare 
ejtn esi disponcre — he who can give may regulate his 
gift; may say how he gives. Sir, this is not true, 


even in municipal law. If there be a grant in f< c 
simple, on condition that the grantee shall not alien, 
the condition is void for repugnancy, and the grant 
h absolute: so, also, of a condition In violation of 
law, or against its policy. 

But the rule is still less true in constitutional ju- 
risprudence. It may sometimes be expedient to 
give the power of rejection, and to refuse that of 
admitting on condition. The one may be deemed 
safe and salutary; the other inexpedient and dan- 
gerous. Examples of this sort are frequent in our 
constitutions. Thus, the president may approve or 
reject a law, but he cannot propose amendments. 
It is true, he has but a qualified veto; but in those 
cases in which a law has passed by a majority of 
both houses, but with less than a majority of two- 
thirds, the argument is the same as if his negative 
were absolute. I appeal to every member of the 
committee, whether, if the president possesse d the 
power of making amendments, it would not be u 
greater power than that of absolute rejection. The 
one has been exercised but two or three limes since 
the formation of the government; the other uould 
be a matter of daily recurrence. Thtis, too, in the 
constitution of Virginia, the senate has the uncon- 
ditional power of rejecting money bills, but not the 
poWer of amending them. And, in like manner, it 
would be ale«9 power to refuse the admission of a 
new state absolutely, than, by taking advantage of 
its anxiety to come into the union, to mould its con- 
stitution, in a great degree, according to the plea- 
sure of congress. The power of annexing condi- 
tions, then, being a different, and not, necessarily, 
an inferior power, the one is not included with the 
other. 

But, Mr. Chairman, if the power of admitting 
new states into the union, docs not give congress 
the right of imposing conditions at discretion, still 
less does it give the right of imposing conditions 
repugnant to the great principles of th£ constitu- 
tion. We cannot, without the grossest absurdity, 
infer from that charter a power to effect its own de- 
struction. To do this, would be to make the impli- 
ed power greater than the express; the creature 
greater than the creator. But the power of impos- 
ing the proposed restriction on the state of Missouri 
is thus inconsistent with the constitution. 

In the first place, it would alter the proportion of 
power between the general government and the 
individual states. The essence of our complex go- 
vernment consists a« much in this proportion as in 
any thing else. If congress possessed more muni- 
cipal powers, ours would be more a consolidated 
government; if a less portion, it would more re- 
semble the old confederacy. This proportion of 
power is as much disturbed by lessening the power 
of the states as by increasing that of the United 
States. The effect is the same whether you take 
out of one scale or put into the other: in both qases 
the balance established by the constitution is de- 
stroyed. 

Sir, if you have the right of imposing one condi- 
tion, not expressly prohibited, you have the right 
of imposing another. Suppose, then, that congress 
should reserve to itself the right of defining and 
punishing crimes in the new state, or the regulation 
of its landed property, ora negative on all its laws, 
would not the possession of these extensive muni- 
cipal powers completely change the character of 
this government? 1 would further observe, that this 
power must appear to be the more dangerous, 
when we recollect how large a part of our territory, 
west of the Mississippi, »s yet to be laid off’ into re w. 
states, and that every new state which enters into 
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the union, with restrictions on its sovereignty* as 
was well argued by a gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, (Mr. Lowndes), becomes at once an example 
and an advocate for further restrictions on others- 
In this way, that constitution, whose component 
parts were so cautiously adjusted and so skilfully 
balanced, would be effectually destroyed. 

It is no answer to this argumeul to say that such 
an exertion of power as I have supposed is highly 
improbable. In expounding a constitution, it is per- 
fcctl) fair to test the correctness of a principle by 
extreme cases. Besides, the framers of the federal 
constitution have endeavored to guard not only 
against probable dangers, but also against remote 
possibilities. They have prohibited both the Unit- 
ed States and the several states from passing any 
bill of attainder, than which, according to the set- 
tled principles of criminal law at the present day, 
nothing was more improbable. Thus, too, there is 
a similar prohibition against the gram of any title of 
nobility. Surely, when we consider that this insti- 
tution originated in the days of feudal barbarism, 
and recollect how much the genius of our people, 
their habits and laws, all favor an equality of rights, 
it must be admitted that nothing but a determina- 
tion to guard against the most distant and improba- 
ble dangers could have dictated such a provision. 

Mr. Chairman, the proposed restriction is also in- 
consistent with the federal constitution, because it 
is irrepealable. The framers of our form of govern- 
ment knew that in the vicissitudes which time is 
ever bringing about in human affairs, provisions 
should be made for correspondent changes, not 
only in our laws, but in the constitution itself. Ac- 
cordingly, there is no rule of action, whether it be 
prescribed for individuals, for the slates, or for the 
federal government, which may not be legally 
changed. Sir, this restriction would either be an 
act of judiciary legislation, or a fundamental law. 
If k be a mere legislative enactment, it may be 
abrogated by our successors; the clause which de- 
clares it irrepealable may be itself' repealed. If it 
be a fundamental law, then we cannot pass it. lr, 
cither case, by attempting to impose an irrepealable 
condition on the people of Missouri, we attempt to 
exercise a power which the constitution has denied 
us. 

In support of these extraordinaiy doctrines, the 
advocates of the amendment have found it necessa- 
ry to draw a distinction between the rights of the 
thirteen original states and those subsequently ad- 
mitted. But the constitution recognizes no such 
principle; and it would be not more an invidious 
discrimination than it is repugnant to the common 
sense of mankind. Allow me, Mr. Chairman, by 
way of illustration, to put case familiar to all. Let 
us suppose a voluntary* association of individuals, i 
for purposes of business or amusement, who form 
certain tules for the government of their society or j 
club; and that one of these provides for the admis - 1 
sion of new members. When a new member is ad- j 
mitted, we know that he is placed, in all respects, 
upon the same footing as the former members, un- 
less, indeed, some previous rule warranted a dis- 
tinction, or a new rule is made for that purpose. 
Now, the constitution is precisely such a set of rules 
for the association or confederacy of states. It is 
not pretended that it makes any distinction between 
its new and its old members; and a rule cannot be 
made by you, but solely by the people. I will here 
take occasion to observe, Mr. Chairman, that, in ex- 
pounding the constitution, I think we should be 
cautious of introducing to* much subtlety and re- 
finement in our reasoning; both because that-iustru- 


ment is made in the name of the people, and be- 
cause the people are, in some form or other, It* final 
expounders. Simple, direct and manly reasoning, 
conforming as much as possible to the common 
sense of mankind, gives us at once the justest rale 
of construction, and the only one, which, in great 
cases, is likely to be carried into effect. 

Gentlemen, on the other side, however, by way 
of parrying the force of these objections, have urg- 
ed that, though the proposed restriction may not be 
void as a condition imposed, it may be valid as a. 
compact agreed to. But if, as has been shewn, new 
restrictions on the power of states would altfer tire 
essential character of the government, the? yon 
can no more consent with another to impose these 
restrictions, than you can impose them by your sole 
legislative will. You cannot aid in doing that in- 
directly, which you are forbidden to do directly. 
With the limited power delegated to you by the 
charter which created you, you never can rightfully 
assume the power of destroying that charter, or of 
assenting to its destruction. Besides, there most 
be a third party to such a contract, and the most 
material party, too, (I mean the people), before it 
can be binding. 

But, again, sir, in every contract, both parties 
must be bound, or neither; and the people com- 
posing the proposed state of Missouri cannot bind 
future generations by a compact of' this character. 
An honorable memberfrom Pennsylvania, (Mr. Ser- 
geant), by way of obviating this difficulty, has main- 
ly contended, that a state may, by compact, part 
with portions of its sovereignty; and he cited seve- 
ral instances of such an exercise of power. Bat 
that gentleman did not, with his usual perspicacity, 
advert to the distinction between two very differ- 
ent exertions of sovereign power; acts which are 
complete of themselves, and rules of action. The 
one looks to the present and the past, the other to 
the future. Thus, a sovereign state may, by ex- 
pending money, alienating territory, declaring 1 war, 
and the like, do that which it can neither read nor 
control: but, by such acts, the state may be said to 
exercise its sovereignty, rather than to part with it: 
and it will be found that the examples given by the 
honorable member w*ere of this character. But, 
as to the rules of action, whether they be prescrib- 
ed to the legislature for the future conduct of the 
citizen, or by the people for themselves, I had sup- 
posed that, it) this country at least, these might 
always rightfully be abrogated or changed. Sir, if 
there be any political principle deemed fundamen- 
tal among us— if there he one on which the Ame- 
rican revolution rests for its justification, or the 
right of self government for its security, it is, that 
no generation can make laws or constitutions that 
are binding on their posterity. And this amend- 
ment, turn it as you will, is an attempt to make a 
constitution by law, and to make that law tmebange- 

The same gentleman, as well as Jus colleague 
who preceded him, (Mr. Hemphill), contended that 
the proposed restriction would not impair the rights 
of Missouri; for, said they, slavery is confessedly 
an evil and an injustice, and a state cannot claim a 
right to do wrong. Here, too, the gentlemen have 
not exercised their wonted powers of discrimiaa- 
tion. They confound political with moral restraints; 
power with right; the possession of the power with 
the virtuous exercise of it. Thus, to illustrate the 
difference, every man has tlie power of regulating 
the concerns of his own family as he please^ if be 
violate not the laws of the laud- He may be very 
capricious and tyrannical, and, no doubt, often is *0* 
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but, while he thus violates moral right, he has the 
power, not merely physical, but political, of thus 
acting. This is what is called an abuse of power; 
and, in that sense, a man may properly be said to 
have a right, that is, the legal power to do wrong*. 

I will not detain the committee by objections to 
the amendment derived from the Louisiana treaty, 
especially as the arguments which had occurred to 
me on this topic have already been urged by other 
gentlemen. I will, therefore, proceed to examine 
the policy of the proposed restriction. 

M r.- Chairman, the view 1 have taken of the con- 
sequences of this restriction compels me to regard 
this as the most important branch of the question 
before us. I have seen, by ingenious and refined 
constructions of the constitution, measures pursued 
by each of the great parties which have ruled the 
destinies of this nation, that were supposed, by a 
large majority of the community, to have violated 
the meaning of that charter. Such occasions have 
indeed always produced great party heat and ani- 
mosity, and interrupted, in no small degree, the 
harmony of social intercourse. After a while, how- 
ever, these feelings have passed away. The wounds 
they created were healed^ and their causes forgot- 
ten. But, if you persist in this restriction, it is not 
for human foresight to estimate the sura of its future 
mischiefs. I beg leave to call the attention of the 
committee to some of the most obvious. 

It is, in the first place, Mr. Chairman, no small 
objection to the exercise of this power, that it is 
unpalatable to the people on whom it is to operate. 
In the other instances which have been produced, 
in which conditions have been attached to the ad- 
mission of new states, these conditions have been 
entirely acceptable to tbe states admitted, and such 
as they would voluntarily have imposed on them- 
selves. But tiie present is the first occasion in 
which this government has attempted to impose un- 
welcome conditions on a new state. The people of 
Missouri can see no reason why they should be 
treated with this unwonted rigor. To tell them 
that this restriction is for their benefit, is to add l 
mockery to unkindness. 

Sir, they claim the privilege which every free- 
man asserts, of being the best and tbe sole judge of 
what suits them. They say that all your arguments 
derived from morality, religion, or local policy, 
should be left to themselves, and that, while you af- 
fect to receive them as equals, you are dictating to 
them as children; or that you yourselves manifest 
a distrust ofthese arguments by your wishing to en- 
force them with constitutional provisions. Sir, 
they arc just such men as yourselves; they are a part 
of yourselves; and they would be unworthy the 
name of American, if they did not feel this condi- 
tion as a degradation. On the policy of introducing 
slaves, I understand they are somewhat divided in 
Missouri, as elsewhere. Many of them, contemplat- 
ing the moral and political effects of domestic sla- 
very, are opposed taits further extension. Were 
I there, I should probably be one of this number.— 
But on the power of congress to impose the restric- 
tion, I learn that there is but one sentiment. 1 hey 
consider it a common cause, which they ar%bound, 
upon every principle of self-respect, to oppose; and 
they already assimilate your conduct towards them 
to those oppressions of Great Britain towards her 
colonies which finally produced their indepen- 
dence. 

Putting aside the feelings of the people of Mis- 
souri, is it not a solid objection to this restriction 
that your power to impose it is doubtful and con- 
tested? However thoroughly gentlemen on the 


other side may be persuaded that congress posses- 
ses ibis power, they must know that a large por- 
tion ofthe United States are as thoroughly persuad- 
ed that it does not: that, on this question, there is 
entire unanimity in the slave holding states; and 
that, with all the motives to an opposing unani- 
mity in the dther states, there is, among them, 
as well as among their representatives in this 
house, considerable diversity of opinion. They 
must also recollect, that, though these circumstan- 
ces do no not produce conviction, they must pro- 
duce some doubt; awaken some distrust in the in- ^ 
fallibility of human reason in every ingenuous mind. 
And, Mr. Chairman, when we consider the influ- 
ence of public opinion on the harmony and stability 
of this union, it must always be a matter of regret 
that the government should exercise powers that 
arc doubtful, or even disputed. Until habit and 
custom have had their wonted effect in cementing 
the union, its strength and permanency must rest 
on the affections, the undivided affections, of the 
people, and nothing is more likely to weaken tjieir 
attachment than a want pf confidence in this house, 
the natural guardian of the people’s rights, and 
their immediate representatives. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the immediate effects of this 
restriction, important as they are, shrink into in- 
significance when compared with its distant conse- 
quences. I ask the indulgence ofthe committee, 
while I endeavor, as briefly as 1 can, to be intelligi- 
ble, to bring them to their notice. 

It will be admitted that our numbers will con- 
tinue to increase, at their present rate, or near it, 
until they are checked by a diminution in the 
means of subsistence, and that the means of sub- 
sistence will be abundant and easy, so long as \vc 
have fertile lands to settle and cultivate. Thes cr 
principles of population, now so familiar to all, 
were first distinctly stated, so far as my informa- 
tion extends, by sir James Steuart. They are also 
noticed by Dr. Franklin, and seemed to have been 
an original suggestion of his own good sense and 
sagacity. But, their influence in producing hu- 
man misery and vice, and in circumscribing the effi- 
cacy of governments, were never fully developed, 
before the appearance of Mr. Malthus* essay on 
population, which I cannot but consider as a work 
of great ability. I make these remarks, because 
tbe censure of my colleague (Mr. Randolph) on this 
writer, the other day, was general, though proba- 
bly it was intended to apply to the author’s theory 
of the poor laws, and not to the principles of which 
I have spoken. 

From these undeniable principles, itfollows that, 
if the blacks be confined to tbe present slave-hold- 
ing states, while tiie whites are left free to*emigrate 
to the more tempting regions ofthe west, the ratio 
of blacks to whites must be continually increasing, 
until our population has reached the Pacific. 

It has, however, been contended, that the blacks, 
thus confined to the slave holding states, will in- 
crease more slowly than if they were allowed to 
spread over the country w r est of the Mississippi, 
because population in that case will sooner begin 
to press on the means of subsistence; and, in answer 
to the inhumanity which this consideration implies, 
the gentleman from Penn. ( Vr. Sergeant) s..;, 
that, as the check upon the natural increase must 
inevitably take place, sooner or late r, on Loth clas- 
ses, it is better that it should operate first and 
strongest upon the blacks rather than the whites. 

The argument would be sound, so far as policy 
is concerned, whatever may be thought of its con- 
sistency with some other principle# maintained by 


Digitized by u.oooLe 



456 


NILES’ REGISTER -AUGUST 26, 1 820-MISSOURI QUESTION. 


the same side, it* the restriction would have this period for human life, but is a short one in the life 
partial operation. But, by reason of the emigration of a nation. There are few of the sovereignties of 
which is ever going on from those parts of the Europe which cannot number many centuries of 
United States where population is most dense, to existence, and I should be sorry to think that our 
those where it is most rare, the natural multi plica- government was not likely to endure and prosper 
tion is every where the same. Thus, in the state as long as any other, llut, let us limit our views to 
of Connecticut, of Maryland, or Virginia, though, the moderate term that has been mentioned, 
by the census, their population seem to be nearly Supposing then the slaves in the United States 
stationary, we have every reason to believe that the to have augmented as fast, in the last ten as they 
principle of increase operates in as full vigor as in did in the ten years preceding, they now amount 
the other states; and that the excess of their nuni-' to upwards of a million and a half. Suppose that 
here is kept down by emigration, to which the they will cqntiuue to double every twenty-five 
state of our country and the habits of our citizens years their present rate of increase, then, in the 
afford so many facilities. The check, then, of lapse of a century, their numbers will amount 
which the genMemun speaks, operates on both clas- to no less than twenty-four millions. Estimate 
ses alike, and *wi II operate upon neither until the ing the present slave-holding states to contain 
whole of our territory is settled, and its most fertile 424,000 square miles, according to Mellish's esti- 
lands are bought into cultivation. mate, this number of slaves will give nearly sixty 

The state of Virginia has already experienced, in to a square mile; a density of population impH ing 
a small degree, the effects of this partial tmigra- a general occupation of the land, but by no means 
tion. U will be recollected that the member from a difficulty of procuring subsistence. In the same 
Indiana, (Mr. Hendricks), stated, that he repre- period, the whole population of the United States, 
seiited as many who had migrated from the south allowing it to double, in like manner, four times, 

;ts from the north; and the states of Ohio and llli- will amount to one hundred and sixty millions, 
jiois have also received considerable accessions which, according to the name authority, will give, 
from the slave-holding states. Now, as these emi-' for the whole union, nearly an average of sixty to 
grants have not been permitted to carry slaves with the square mile. Now, as this population will be 
them, their removal must have altered the ratio of very unequally spread over the different parts of 
the twp classes ill the states they have left; and oqr territory, being more dense in the older settle- 
hence it is, that, in Virginia, as one of the fruits of ments, and less so in the new, it is impossible to 
her cession of the territory northwest of the Ohio, say, with accuracy, what will be the degree of den- 
the black population has been steadily gaining sity in the sluve-liolding states: but, whether it be 
flomewhat on the white. — Hitherto, however, the greater or less, the ratio of blacks to whites would 
migrations from the older slave -holding states have be most fearfully increased. If we assume it to be 
been principally to Kentucky, Tennessee, and the eighty persons to a square mile, (and f think wc 
oilier Mississippi stales, from one part of the slave- cannot reasonably believe it would be much great- 
holding country to the other, where lands were at er, on the supposed average, throughout the union), 
puce cheaper slid more fertile; but, as soon as these the blacks would be to the whites nearly in the 
>tates are tilled up, and population begins to press proportion of three to one. 

. upon subsistence, the Missouri, and its thousand tri- With this great and still accelerating gain of the 
butary streams, will cjraw off* the surplus numbers black population, who can answer for tile conse- 
©f the slave-holding states, and this unequal drain uuences? 'flic wildest political visionary does not 
will operate with undivided and still increasing think it practicable to amalgamate such discordant 
force, materials; we must be in tbatsituation then in which 

It has also been urged against the probability of we can neither safely set them free, nor hold them 
this growing disproportion between the blacks and in subjection. If one of the two races must yield 
the whites, that it must be the poor and laboring to the other, who can say which it will be, or how 
dass^ persons not owning slaves, who may chiefly it will be effected? Sir, this is a subject of peculiar 
be expepted to emigrate from the slave-holding delicacy, and 1 will not press it further than to re- 
states; and that these states have not a sufficient mark, that if restriction could be enforced, the 
pumher of that cla^s to admit of emigration tq the least pernicious result to which we could look for- 
extent supposed. But it must be remembered, that ward, would bp, that the whites, finding the African 
fhe white population considerably exceeds the race constantly pressing on them, would finally 
black, and that as individual citizens often own abandon the country, and leave the blacks undis- 
vnany slaves, there must be u proportional number puted masters of the soil, llut if, as would be too 
who own none. There must, necessarily, be, for probable, the disease should have a violent termina- 
every person who owns an hundred slaves, mpre tion, the struggle between the two races would end 
than an hundred white* who are not slave-holders, in a War of extermination. 

There is, then, an ample number of the poorer class It has also been that, be the political and mo* 
for the inducements to emigrate to act upon; and, ral evils, from the growing increase of the blacks, 
if that were not the case, the same inducements what they mz/, the whites, in any disproportion 
would operate on the slave-holding class, and, by which can he deemed probable, will always be suf- 
transferring the lands and slaves into fewer hands, ficient to keep the blacks in subjection, and secure 
assimilate every portion of the slave-holding dis- the tranquility of the state. Uut,‘graHti»g that the 
trict to the lower part of Soqth Carolina, and some authority of the whites would always be sufficient 

/Other of the Atlantic states. for this purpose though history warns us of the 

An ltonpiable member from Massachusetts, (Mr. contrary— yet there is a cause beyond our control. 
Whitman), however, observed, that there could lie which will, sooner or later, prevent our holding 
no danger from the relative increase of slaves, for them in servitude. 

an hundre4 years to come, and that a century was As soon as our population has overspread the 
us far as politicians could be expected to look or whole habitable parts of our territory, and brought 
provide for. I will observe, by the way, that I was our waste lands into cultivation, human labor will 
surprised to hear such an opinion from au Amen- begin to decline in value. This is very high w*if| 
van statesman, Art liundreo years, sir, is a long ^t present: it is lower in Europe* and lower atUl 
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in China} every where gradually decreasing as po- 
pulation advances. In the same proportion that the 
price of labor diminishes, must the value of slaves 
decline* until at length the cost of bringing up one 
will be more than he is worth. When that period 
arrives, the community will not, and cannot, impose 
on itself the burden of supporting slaves; and, be 
the consequences what they may, they will be manu- 
mitted, and then all the difficulties to the union of 
the two races must be encountered. This effect of 
the gradual decline of labor in producing enunci- 
ation, was also urged by the Speaker, (Mr. Clay), 
ut we draw different inferences as to its remote 
effects. I cannot agree with him in the probability 
that the African, as well as the Indian race, will, 
under any course of policy we may pursue, be fi- 
nally extirpated. It stems to me that they will con- 
tinue to increase until their labor ceases to be valu- 
able, that is, until our waste lands are brought into 
cultivation, and, when that period arrives, we have 
seen that their numbers will probably amount to 
twenty-four millions, and greatly exceed that of the 
whiter inhabiting the same district. 

But, Mr. Chairman, many look to colonization as 
the means of avoiding these threatening evils. Sir, 

I do not wish to disparage the exertions of the so- 
ciety established for the purpose of colonizing the 
people of color — hs members deserve the thanks 
<and good wishes of every friend to his country. But 
•1 have long since abandoned the hope of deriving 
any remedy for the evil of domestic slavery from 
this quarter. 1, too, was once an advocate for colo- 
nization, but I now consider every project for rid- 
ding the country of its black population, as utterly 
hopeless and impracticable. • Estimating their pre- 
sent numbers at 1,600,000, their annual increase is 
about 51,000. The colonization ^ociety, as the re- 
sult, I believe, of one year's efforts, are about to 
send to Africa, from New-York, 17 blacks, which is 
little more than the increase of a single day. Tak- 
ing the average value of the slaves to be 300 dolls, 
each, it would require upwards of 15,000,000 of 
dollars to purchase 51,000, and probably 5,000,000 
more to transport them to Africa. And this annual 
expenditure of 20,000,000 is not to reduce the num- 
ber, but merely to keep it stationary. 

Thus, sir, we see that the effects of this fatal po- 
licy are as inevitable, as uncontrollable as the laws 
of' nature. But if, on the other hand, the slaves be 
allowed to spread themselves equally with the 
white population west of the Mississippi, then they 
must always continue, as they now are, inferior in 
number to the whites; and, when the period ar- 
rives, as it certainly must, when the self-interest of 
individuals will burst the bonds of the slave, eman- 
cipation will then consist with the tranquility and 
safety of the state; and, in the mean time, partial 
emancipation is making rapid advances. Let me 
call the attention of the committee to its progress, 
according tc facts which are correctly taken from 
Doctor Seybert's valuable publication, and which 
are not garbled like those in some late pamphlets, 
to further a favorite purpose. In the state of Dela- 
ware, in 1800, the free blacks were, to the slaves, in 
the proportion of four to three. In 1810 they had 
increased to the proportion of more than three to 
one. In Maryland, in the same ten years, the pro- 
portion of free blacks to slaves, had increased from 
one-fifth to one-third. In Virginia, from one-seven- 
teenth to one-thirteenth. In North Carolina, from 
one-nineteenth to one-sixteentli. In South Caro- 
lina, from one-forty- six tli to one-forty-third. 

In Georgia, however, the proportion has dimi- 
.gished from one-thirty- first to one-fifty -eigfch; be- 


cause, as you know, Mr. Chairman, the legislature 
of that state thought it necessary to prohibit tlie 
further progress of emancipation, and to expel a 
number of its free blacks. It is worthy of remark, 
that this progress increases by regular gradations 
as you advance north. It is owing to voluntary 
emancipation no less, perhaps, than to the migra- 
tions from Europe, that the ratio of slaves to the 
whole population of the United States has been con- 
tinually decreasing. In 1790, they were more than 
one-sixth of the aggregate of our population. In 1810 
they were reduced almost to one-seventh. They 
now are, without doubt, less than a seventh; and, 
before the lapse of a ceutury, if things are left to 
their natural operation, they will probably be re- 
duced to a tenth, or less. But, if you enfiftce this 
restriction, other states will follow the example of 
Georgia, and, in their own defence, put an entire 
stop to the further increase of free blacks among 
them. Surely, then, gentlemen on the other ride 
will uot render impracticable that melioration which 
they so much profess to cherish. 

But, if our brethren of the north and east are in- 
different to our interests, I trust they will not be 
regardless of their own. Sir, J think that all the 
Atlantic states are concerned in opposing this re- 
striction. If the confinement of the black popula- 
tion to the east of the Mississippi, while the whites 
are free to emigrate to the west, must necessarily 
alter the proportion of their numbers, as I think I 
have shown; then. In which ever way the slavery of 
the blacks may terminate, the strength and influ- 
ence of the Atlantic states will be greatly impaired. 
As our population advances westwardly, the line of 
local division will probably be, not as at present, 
between the north and the south, but between the 
western and Atlantic states. On all questions con- 
cerning foreign commerce and navigation, the inte- 
rests of the latter will, in time, be the same; and 
these interests cannot be protected against the pre- 
ponderating influence of the west, without a voice 
and numbers that will secure respect. Besides, 
without waiting for the dangerous epoch I have 
mentioned, if the arguments be just, that a state 
will possess more wealth, and strength, and weight 
in the legislature, when inhabited by freemen than 
by slaves, it seems strange that gentlemen from the 
north should seek to increase that political influ- 
ence which, on the supposition of local parties, will 
be opposed to them, and to lessen that of their na- 
tural allies. 

Before I conclude, I will take a cursory notice of 
some further considerations which were urged in 
favor of this restriction. 

The member from New-York, who moved the 
amendment, (Mr. Taylor), said that the further dif- 
fusion of slaves would lessen the revenue of the na- 
tion, inasmuch as the consumption of slaves is less 
than that of freemen. No argument could have been 
more unfortunate than this. It is well known to us 
all, that the slave-holding states are generally op- 
posed to an increase of the impost, and the other 
states generally friendly to i-; and this because we 
are the greatest consumers of imported goods, and 
they are the most extensively engaged in domes- 
tic manufactures. Ask, sir, the great importers of 
New York to whom they make the chief sales of 
foreign merchandise, and they will tell you, to the 
merchants of the Carolina*, of Georgia, and Virgi- 
nia. 

Another objection has been drawn from the in- 
crease of representation which Missouri would de- 
rive from itsslave population; and a member from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Hemphill )$ in urging this argu 
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ment, observed that a citizen in the slave-holding 
states, who owned an hundred slaves, had as many 
votes as sixty freemen in the other states. This 
remark did not partake of the candor which in ge- 
neral characterized that gentleman’s speech. 

Sir, in the slave-holding states, one-slave-holder, 
having the right of suffrage, has no more votes than 
another; and if we estimate the additional influence 
which each voter derives from the representation 
of two*fifths of the slaves, it will be found to be 
less than a vote and a half, instead of sixty for one. 
Tor this small difference of political power, they 
pay a full consideration, not only by bearing a 
greater share of direct taxes, but by contributing 
more largely to the revenue arising from impost. 
Both these objections are, moreover, founded on 
the fallacy that the number of slaves will be in- 
creased by their further introduction into Mis- 
souri. But, it is conceded, that their multiplication 
is as great at present as the laws of nature permit; 
and we have seen that they will continue to increase 
at their present rate, whether they be confined to 
the slave-holding states or not; it follows, there- 
fore, that the question is not whether we shall 
have a greater or smaller number of slaves, but 
whether we shall have the same number on the east 
or the west side of the Mississippi. 

But H has also been said, that the slaves, in a 
slave-holding state, increase faster than the freemen 
—Sir, the census gives evidence of no such fact, 
notwithstanding what more than one publication 
lias stated to the contrary. If we take the whole 
slave-holding district together, (and this is the only 
fair way of making the comparison), it will be found 
that the increase of the whites, from the year 1800 
to 1810, was as 100 to 126, while that of the slaves, 
in the same time, was as 100 to 129. This difference 
of increase amounts only to about 40,000 in favor 
of the blacks; which is certainly not more than 
can be accounted for by the importations from the 
year 1800 to 1808, when congress put a stop to that 
abominable traffic; and to tlie emigration to the 
north-west of the Ohio, of which I have spoken. 
Leaving out the states of South Carolina and Geor- 
gia, the white population has gained a little upon 
the slaves. The truth is, that if there be some 
causes more favorable to the natural increase of the 
blacks, there are others more favorable to that of 
the whites. Thei'e is, therefore, very little differ- 
ence between them; and the increase of both is 
nearly at its maximum. 

There is, however, an objection of more plausi- 
bility, to which I will advert. It is said that, by ex- 
tending the market for slaves to Missouri, we shajj 
encourage the African slave trade. Sir, I cannot 
be brought to believe that our government is not 
able to carry into execution the laws it has made 
against this disgraceful traffic. But, supposing that 
a small number of slaves should be smuggled into 
the country in spite of our utmost vigilance, they 
will then remain in Louisiana and Georgia, where 
their labor is most valuable, and not be transported 
into Missouri. The slaves which would be carried 
to that state would be principally original members 
of the families of emigrants; and it is extremely 
improbable that any would be carried there from 
the Gulf of Mexico. The trade is known to be in a 
contrary direction; nor do I remember ever to have 
seen in Virginia a slave who was horn in Africa; 
except in a single instance, in a town in which I 
live. If we regard the known current of trade, it 
is just as reasonable to suppose that our settlements 
on the Missouri will give new encouragement to 


the smuggling of tea, for example, in Passamaquod- 
dy bay, as of negroes in Louisiana. 

But the zeal and ingenuity of gentlemen have 
found a further motive for this restriction, id the 
peculiar liability of slave-holding states to insurrec- 
tions, and in the greater probability of their involv- 
ing the general government in war. But, Mr. Chair- 
man, a similar objection may be made to the further 
extension of our foreign commerce. AU the mari- 
time wars in which this government has been in- 
volved, have grown out of foreign commerce. Now 
what would the members from the new state of Maine 
say, if they were told, that, as that commerce to 
which they were addicted, was dangerous to the 
peace of the United States, they must agree to 
abandon it before they could be admitted into the 
union? If they could insist liiat they already pos- 
sessed this commerce — that the other adjoining 
states were allowed to prosecute it unmolested, and 
that no discrimination could justly be made between 
them and the other members of the same confede- 
racy, the representative of Missouri might allege 
the same arguments in his favor; and no reply could 
be made to him, which could not, with equal pro- 
priety, be made to the members from Maine. Suoh 
a discrimination being equally odious, unreasonable 
and oppressive to both* 1 trust it will be attempted 
on neither. 

Having now, Mr. Chairman, examined tliis great 
question with all the fairness of which I am capable, 

1 intreat the committee to give these suggestions 
their serious consideration, if my views of the con- 
sequences of this policy be correct, as I religiously 
believe them to be, it must be seen that the slave- 
holding states are bound to resist the restriction at 
every hazard. I mean not this as a threat; but 
merely to remind them of the uncontrollable influ- 
ence of the law of self-preservation; and to appeal 
to the interest which every member of this com- 
mittee roust take in the safety of the union, and the 
welfare of every part of it. 

REMARKS OF MR. SMITH, OF MD. 

Mr. S. Smith said, that he rose principally with a 
view to state his understanding of the proposed 
amendment, viz. That it retained the boundaries of 
Missouri as delineated in the bill; that it prohibited 
the admission of slaves west of the west line of Mis- 
souri, and north of the north line: that it did not 
interfere with the territory of Arkansaw, or the un- 
inhabited land west thereof. He thought the pro- 
position not exceptionable, but doubted the pro- 
priety of its forming a part of the bill. He consi- 
dered the power of congress over the territory as 
«t< preme, unlimited, before its admisrion; that con- 
gress could impose on its territories any restrictions 
it thought proper; and the people, when they set- 
tled therein, did so under a full knowledge of the 
restriction. If, said be, citizens go into the terri- 
tory thus restricted, they cannot carry with them 
slaves. They will be without slaves, and will be 
educated with prejudices and habits such as will 
exclude all desire, on their part, to admit slavery 
when they shall become sufficiently numerous to 
be admitted as a state. And this is the advantage 
proposed by the amendment; for, when admitted 
as a state, they can, under the constitution, be sub- 
jected to no other restriction than is imposed by 
that instrument on all the other states of the union. 

Mr. 8. said that he meant not, at this time, nor 
did he know that he should, at any future tune, en- 
ter into the discussion of the main point; but he 
must protest against the construction just £tven to 
the section of the constitution relatire to migration 
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and importation. The section he read thus: “The 
migration or importation of slaves, such as any of 
the states may think proper to admit, shall not be 
prohibited by congress prior to the year 1808, but 
a duty may be imposed, not exceeding ten dollars* 
each.” The word migration Was, he contended, 
applicable to slaves imported / it had no reference 
whatever to the native bom slaves. The word was 
intended to prevent the interference of congress 
with slaves imported into one state from being re- 
moved into another. The states of South Carolina 
and Georgia insisted on this provision in the con- 
stitution. Virginia and Maryland did not permit 
importations. The importations were almost ex- 
clusively confined to Charleston; and the word ‘mi- 
gration’ was introduced to permit slaves, imported 
into that part, to be passed, without molestation, 
into Georgia and North Carolina. It had no refer- 
ence to any other than slaves imported; none what- 
ever to the native born slaves. Read the section 
without the words “or importation,” aiui a doubt 
cannot remain, to wit: -“The migration of such 
slaves as the existing states shall think proper to 
admit, shall not be prohibited prior to the year 
1808.” Can these expresses have any reference 
to the native born slaves? Certainly not; they refer 
only to such slaves as the existing states may admit 
to be imported during the given time, and to none 
other. I remember well, that the word “migration” 
was considered, by the friends of the alien law, as 
applicable to the whites emigrating from any part 
of the world to the United States; and that the 
sweeping effect given by the gentleman, (Mr .Brush) 
to the words “general welfare,” was used to justify 
the alien and sedition laws; indeed, the gentleman’s 
construction of the powers granted by those words 
gives all power to congress: the power would, ac- 
cording to his definition, be completely dictatorial . 
But the gentleman says, that congress has power 
“to regulate commerce among the several states;” 
and, under that power, can prohibit slaves passing 
from one state to another. A farmer, going to Mis- 
souri with his family and slaves, can be prohibited 
by congress, under the power to regulate commerce, 
from taking his slaves with him, although intended 
for agriculture, and not for commerce . Can the gen- 
tleman really believe in that doctrine? But I deny 
that congress has power to prohibit the produce of 
Maryland from being sent to Boston. It has never 
been tried; if it ever should, it will meet with few 
advocates. If congress has not the power to prohi- 
bit the cotton of* the south from passing to New- 
Yorkfor sale, it cannot have the power to prohibit 
the slaves of the south, under the power to regulate 
commerce, from being sent to Missouri, either with 
or without their masters. If they are property, they 
cannot be prohibited, unless congress has power to 
prohibit other property. If they are persons, black 
persons can no more be prohibited than white per- 
sons. 

Mr. Smith then said, that he had been led farther 
into the subject than he had intended when he rose, 
and would detain the committee no longer. 


Foreign Articles. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

The private banks continue to increase the pub- 
lic distress, by failing to meet their engagements, 
ft appears that several of them, like our own “Owl 
Creek” and Mutton town banks, were built upon 
paper only, and will not pay “any more than noth- 
ing” in the pound! 

Mr- Kean, the great play actor, is about to visit 


the United States. It is said that he took a benefit 
on the 13th of June, at which he played in high tra- 
gedy, danced and sung in an interlude, and was tho 
Harlequin of the entertainment — all excellent. 

Cheap crim . con. Capt. Pellew, of the navy, son 
of lord Exmouth, has recovered 250?. of a military 
officer, for criminal intercourse with his wife, who 
was the daughter of rir G. Barlow. Judgment was 
given by default — and assessed by a jury, perhaps 
only with a view to facilitate a divorce. Another 
person was, at the same sitting, brought in for da- 
mages to the amount of 1200/. tor meddling with a 
wife who was a neice of lord Egretnont. These are 
the “Corinthian capitals of society!” The vulgar 
sell their wives in the market, including the bailer 
round their necks, for half a crown; but the nobilily 
and gentry dispose of theirs, through the courts, 
at from 250 to 10,000 pounds, according to quality! 

Generosity! Much praise is given to prince Leo- 
pold, who receives 222,000 dollars a year from the 
people of Great Britain without rendering a pre- 
tended service thefefot, because he has “most libe- 
rally” undertaken to support his infant niece, the 
daughter of the late duke of Kent!— but his present 
liberality is not to be a bar to future claims on her 
account! The mother of this child receives 1 1 1,000 
dollars a year; and, One would think, might maintain 
the baby herself. 

Forgery. When, a year or two ago, we noticed 
the numerous executions for forgery in England, 
and made some remarks on the counterfeited paper 
money of the United States and of France, which 
the British government caused to be put in circula- 
tion; but we little supposed that an English court of 
justice had been polluted with a decision favoring 
the practice. A late Aurora, speaking of lord chief 
justice Kenyon says — he “owed his elevation to his 
baseness; and bad as the system of English common 
law is, and liable as it is to be the instrument of bad 
men against the best, the spirit of the corps has gene- 
rally sustained some sort of character on the Eng- 
lish bench: but all lawyers concur in the execration 
of Kenyon, f or the shame he has inflicted on Eng- 
lish jurisprudence; at the instigation of Pitt, he de- 
cided, w hat has since been fatal to English credit, 
that bank notes were a legal tender — and by another 
decision, that the forgery of asshnats was legal and- 
laudable.” 

The qttecn. It may be well to put the following 
biU on record, as introduced into the house of lords 
on the 5tli of July, by the earl of Liverpool, and 
briefly noticed in our last. From the experience 
of the ministry as to the manufacture of testimony, 
we cannot hesitate to believe that persons are duly 
prepared to swear any thing against the queen; and 
to make it out, if necessaiy, that, like a poor mani- 
ac I once knew, who, having a hammer in his hand, 
being asked “what it was, and what he was going to 
do with it?”— said “it is a jovial tool, with which on 
the wings of the locust I rode to the north, and con- 
quered the winter!!!” she has visited capt. SytnmesV 
inner world, iuid committed adultery with t lie prince 
of the hole at the north, or south, or cast, or west, 
as the case may require. The only thing doubtful 
is— whether the people will believe the testimony. 

But John Bull is a queer fellow, moved sometimes 
by things that no other person regards, and besides, 
John is pinioned by the nobility, the fundholders 
and the priests, supported by a standing army 
greater than England ever knew in time of peace. 
The following is the bill alluded to — 

“Whereas, in the year 1 814, her majesty, Caroline 
Amelia Elizabeth, the princess of Wales and now 
queen consort of this realm, being a tr Milan, iii Italy, 
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engaged in her service, in a menial situation, one 
Bartolomo Pergami, otherwise Bartolomo Bergami, 
a foreigner of low station, who had before served in 
a similar capacity: 

“And whereas, after the said Bartolomo Pergami, 
Otherwise Bartolomo Bergami, had so entered the 
service of her royal highness the said princess of 
Wales, a most unbecoming and disgusting intimacy 
commenced between her royal highness ana the 
said Bartolomo Pergami, otherwise Bartolomo Ber- 
gami. 

“And whereas her royal highness not only ad- 
vanced the said Bartolomo Pergami, otherwise Bar- 
tolomo Bergami, to a high situation in her royal 
highness* household, and received him into her ser- 
vice, and that in high and confidential situations 
aboujt her royal highness* person, but bestowed up- 
on him other great and extraordinary marks of fa- 
vor and distinction; obtained tor him orders of 
knighthood and titles of honor, and conferred upon 
him a pretended order of knighthood, which her 
royal highness had taken upon herself to institute 
•without any just or lawful authority. 

“And whereas her said royal highness, whilst the 
b#id Bartolomo Pergami, otherwise Bartolomo Ber- 
gami, waB in her said service, further unmindful of 
her exalted rank and station, *nd of her duty to 
your majesty, and Wholly : • gardless of her own ho- 
nor and character, concluded herself towards the 
enid Bartolomo Pergami, otherwise Bartolomo Ber- 
gami, and in other respects both public and private, 
in the various places and countries which her royal 
highness visited, with indecent and offensive famili r 
arity and freedom, and carried on a licentious, dis- 
graceful, and adulterous intercourse with the said 
Bartolomo Pergami, otherwise Bartolomo Bergami, 
which continued for a long period of time during 
her royal highness* residence abroad, by which 
conduct of her said royal highness, great scandal 
and dishonor have been brought upon your majes- 
ty’s family and this kingdom. Therefore, to mani- 
fest our deep sense of such scandalous, disgraceful, 
and vicious conduct on the part of her said majesty, 
by which she has violated the duty she owed to 
your majesty, and luts rendered herself unworthy 
of the exalted rank and station of queen consort of 
this realm, and to evince our just regard for the dig- 
nity of the crown and the honor of this nation, we, 
your majesty’s most dutiful loyal subjects, the lords 
spiritual and temporal and commons in parliament 
assembled, do hereby entreat your majesty that it 
may be enacted, and be it enacted, by the king’s 
most excellent majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the lords spiritual and temporal and com- 
mons in this present parliament assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, that her said majesty Ca- 
roline Aihelia Elizabeth, from and after the passing 
of this act, shall be and is hereby deprived of the 
title of queen, and of all the prerogatives, rights, 
privileges, and exemptions appertaining to her as 
queen consort of this realm; and that her said ma- 
jesty shall, from and after the passing of this act, 
for ever he disabled and rendered incapable ofuse- 
ing, exercising and enjoying the same, or any of 
them; and moroever, that the marriage between his 
majesty and the said Caroline Amelia Elizabeth be, 
and the same is hereby from henceforth forever 
wholly dissolved, annulled and made void to all in- 
tents, constructions and pwposes whatever.** 
Latest — London papers of tlx 9th July. 

The question as to an alteration in the duties on 
limber, is set at rest for the present year, the com- 
mittees of both houses of parliament having ad- 
journed the consideration of thq subject until the 


next session. In the course of a debate on this 
subject, lord Ellenborough said, it appeared, from 
evidence, that British shipping could be navigated 
at a cheaper rate thah shipping from any other 
part of the world. 

The Agricultural committee made their report 
in the house of commons on the 8th of July, but no 
proceedings upon it were expected to be made 
the present session. 

The report of Mr. Canning’s resignation is con- 
tradicted. He Remains in office upon an under- 
standing with his colleagues, that he is to take no 
part in any proceedings relative to the queen, either 
in the cabinet council or in the parliament. 

In consequence of the postponement of the coro- 
nation, a number of the workmen employed in 
Westminster Abbey, have been discharged. 

It appears from the report of a committee ap- 
pointed to investigate the massacres at Manchester, 
that the number of persons injured at the field Pe- 
terloo, amount to six hundred, who were cut, 
trampled, bruised, legs and ribs broken. See.* Out 
of 420 sufferers, whom the committee first visited, 
one hundred and thirteen nsere females! Out of the 
whole number, one hundred and thirty received 
sabre cuts, and of the last number, fourteen were 
females! 

We notice the failure of^cveral banks. Within 
60 miles ot Cork, the amount of such failures is sup- 
posed to exceed a million and a half sterling! 

It is calculated that a person has 1500 opportu- 
nities to leave London, by stage coaches, in 24 
hours, including their repeated trips. 

The population of Glasgow is 147,197, of whom 
63,994 are males, and 78,203 females — an unusual 
population of the latter. The weavers and warpers 
amounted to 12,155 — persons licensed to sell spi- 
rituous liquors, 1,613 — one to every 20 families. 

It is statod in the London Traveller oj' the 14th 
June last, “ There are at present 1634 students on 
the books of Trinity CoUege, Dublin — an unprece- 
dented number. Oxford has 4102, and Cambridge 
3958 members; all quite beyond former example. 

There is a person at present residing in a small 
seaport town in Wales, who is clerk to the collec- 
tor of the customs, clerk to the excise office, and 
clerk to the justices: he is parish clerk for the Eng- 
lish service, ami parish clerk for Welsh service: 
clerk to the coaches, and clerk to the packets. — ■ 
He keeps a lodging bouse — is a notary public, an 
auctioneer, collector of the king's taxes, collector 
of the parochial rates, and a sexton. 

The paintings by the old masters, which belong- 
ed to the late Mr. West, have been sold at vendiie 
in London. The whole produced 10,027/. The 
death of Actacon, by Titian, brought 1700 guineas; 
a head of Christ, by Guido, 700; Abraham enter- 
taining the angels, by Rembrandt, 7 by 9 inches, 
200; the bath of Diana, by Titian, 600; the last sup- 
per, by Titian, 435; the Virgin and child, and St. 
John and Mary Magdalene, by Parmagiano, 350; 
the watering place, by Wouvermans, 560; Peasants 
with cattle, by A. Berchem, 450; view on a river, 
by Hobbima, 290; a knight in full armour, by Gior- 
gione, 140; view of a village, by Gasper Touissui, 
210; a dead hare, and other game, spaniel, &c. by 
Wfcnx, 165; Minerva, with her jEgis, &c. by Ru- 
bens, 155; Christ betrayed, by Teniers, 126 ; and 
many others at proportionate prices. 

Stocks, July 9—3 per cent, consols. 68 5-8. Ame- 
rican 3 per cents. 66 to 66* ; 6*s, 102 to 103. U. S. 
bank shares, 22/. 

The queen. '1‘lie coronation of the king has been 
put cffindciinitely— the ministry thought it best ta 
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give way, though lord Castlereagh declared that it 
was not occasioned by the proceedings in the case 
of the queen — but nobody believed him. 

• In the house of lords, July 6, lord Dacre present- 
ed the following petition from the queen: 

"Caroline Regina , 

“The queen has heard, with inexpressible aston- 
ishment, that a bill, conveying charges, and intend- 
ed to degrade her and to dissolve her marriage with 
tbe king, has been brought by the first minister of 
the king into the house of lords, where her majesty 
has no counsel or other officer to assert her rights. 
The only alleged foundation for the bill is the re- 
port of a secret committee, proceeding solely on 
papers submitted to them, and before whom no 
single witness was examined. The queen has 
been further informed, that her counsel last night 
were refused a hearing at the bar of the house of 
lords, at that stage of the proceeding when it was 
most material that they should be heard, and that a 
list of the witnesses, whose names are known to 
her accusers, is to be refused to her. Under such 
circumstances, the queen doubts whether any other 
course is left her, but to protest in the most solemn 
manner against the whole of the proceeding— but 
she is anxious to make one more effort to obtain 
justice, and therefore .desires that her counsel may 
be admitted to state her claims at the bar of the 
house of lords.” 

Lord Dacre moved that the counsel be called in. 

Messrs. Brougham and Denman then appeared— 
they were restricted to a discussion of the mode 
and time of proceedings, when Mr. B. delivered a 
very eloquent, perhaps it might be called an indig 
nant speech, at being thus confined, &c. He spoke 
of the bill and the manner and time of it in pointed 
terms — that justice to the queen required that it 
should be immediately acted upon. He said “he 
was bound to believe that some of the dicta given 
out of doors had had influence on that house; and 
it had been said that she was to be dealt with 
as the lowest in the realm. God grant that she had 
been the humblest, and not the highest — she would 
then have had no proceedings against her, because 
she would have been fenced round by the triple 
shield of British justice. Then a bill of divorce 
and of pains and penalties could not have been 
brought against her, until the verdict of a jury had 
gone against her, by twelve honest, conscientious, 
and impartial Englishmen, at whose door the influ- 
ence of the other party might have flagitated for 
ages before one single particle of it could have en- 
tered.” When be was proceeding in his speech, 
the lord chancellor checked him, but Mr. Brougham 
said “no power under Heaven should prevent him 
from attempting to do his duty to his illustrious cli- 
ent; but he might be put down— there was no re- 
sisting power — yet he knew their lordships were 
wont to be just.” He then went on and whipped 
the ministers for offering the queen 50,0001. a year, 
while they pretended to believe she had committed 
the most flagitious crimes. That she had a right to 
the benefit of the law, and to be presumed innocent 
until proved guilty, &c. Mr. Denman fallowed, and 
deli vered an able speech. He stated that the queen 
desired to meet her accusers within 24 hours. He 
said “they were told by the bill that that with which 
she was charged had been contir;;ed for six years; 
why then were not these charges made before? In 
ordinary cases of divorce it was customary to en-. 
quire what had been the moral conduct of the hus- 
band; and even if that had been correct, there might 
be an abandonment on his part, Hvhich would de- 
prive him of the remedy he sought for. She, how- 


ever, waved all claim to such enquiry, in order to 
see at once at the bar all that her accusers coultl 
bring as witnesses against her. The names of all 
the evidence in eveiy criminal case were endorsed 
on the back of the bill presented to the grand jury; 
they were examined on oath in open court; and was 
her majesty to be the only person in the land who 
was denied that right and justice? All former cases 
of this kind had been attempted to be justified on 
grounds of state necessity; but if that bad been tli« 
case in the present instance, would it have been 
allowed to sle'ep over six years?” He prayed that 
she might have the opportunity to vindicate her- 
self, like the meanest subject in the realm, and pro- 
tested against the proceedings of a secret tribunal. 
After which the ministers carried a proposition to 
postpone the further consideration of the matter 
until Monday the 9th, of which no account has yet 
been received. 

In the house of commons, on the 6th July, sir B. 
Ferguson stated many particulars about what was 
called the “.Milan commission,” which was the em- 
ployment of persons to rake up scandal against the 
queen. Tnis affair cost 37,000/. “a sum sufficient, 
he said, to destroy the character of any man or wo- 
man existing in Italy!” 1 he head of this commis- 
| sion appears to have been a wretched Italian, and 
when Castlereagh said that he had been represent- 
ed as a gentleman of purity of morals, every body 
laughed . He refused information respecting this 
commission; of which the vice chancellor had had 
the management Mr. Crevey said “the house had a 
right to have the vice chancellor before them, as 
but for such intermeddling, the whole of the differ- 
ences might have been settled. It was the officious 
Mr. Leach that had kept these unhappy differences 
alive, and the vindictive spirit of the king. — ( Order , 
order , order). Ministers had negociated with tbe 
queen at $t. Omers, and afterwards in London, af- 
ter they had been in possession of these most seri- 
ous charges. The question betwixt the king and 
the queen was a private matter, and the king was 
to he put in the same state as any other man who 
applied for a divorce. To be entitled to that reme- 
dy, the king must come with clean hands into court 
(" Order.) on sucrti an occasion.” Castlereagh re- 
proved Mr. Crevey, for attacking the king— 1 “such 
epithets no man was entitled to bestow on that 
illustrious personage.” Mr. Bennet delivered a 
very free speech. He spoke of the dreadful odds 
against the queen, through the influence of the 
king in parliament — Castlereagh rose to order— if 
was again 9 t the rules of the house to introduce the name 
oftheswerdgn into the debate * After this, the fur- 
ther discussion of the whole subject appears to have 
been postponed until the 15th August, on the mo- 
tion of the mitHStjprs. 

It is stated that the queen has written to Italy, 
requesting the attendance of 100 persons of the first 
families, to give evidence in her behalf. Sundry 
witnesses against her have reached England from 
Italy. Every account says that they are of the very 
dregs of the people of that country. When they 
grrived at Dover the people pelted them, trampled 
upon them, and spit upon them; they hardly escap- 
ed with their lives, through the interference of the 
magistracy, who were compelled to read the riot 
act. Much amusement has been excited in London 
by a procession of people carrying two green bags 
on the end of a long pole, on which was written, 
“ Britons protect your injured queen against the filthy 
contents of the green bag .” She has been informed 
that liberal supplies of money will be granted to 
her to carry cm her defence.- A London paper* of 
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the 9th, says "The noted count Pergami is by some 
asserted to be a j emote! and by others* to be of that 
description of persons who are occasionally import- 
ed from Italy to sing the tenor notes in some of our 
theatres. Alluding, as we suppose to these rumors, 
a morning paper says— ‘If, in the present instance, 
this charge against her majesty of adultery with Per- 
gami, docs not produce more laughter throughout 
Europe than any tiling which has occurred since the 
beginning of the French revolution, when laughing 
went' out of fashion — nay, we will even go farther — 
if this solemn charge reduces ultimately any tiling 
hut laughter against the fabricators and believers] 
in the supposed intercourse, we sliall be content to 
be reckoned the greatest dupes that the whole land 
contains.’* And, the London Observer says, «Wc 
have reason to believe, that when the charge against 
her majesty comes to be investigated, it will ap- 
pear perfectly absurd. Rumors are publicly afloat 
on this subject, to which we cannot properly allude, 
but which it is universally supposed are not without 
foundation.” Another paper says — “Our readers 
will observe, that, if the adulterous intercourse with 
Pergami is not proved, the bill against the queen 
falls to the ground.” 

trance. 

Various arrests have recently taken place at Pa- 
ris; but the city and country now seems quiet. 

The election law passed the chamber of peer t by 
a vote of 141 to 56. 

The Moniteur contains the official promulgation 
of the election law, and announces the proportion 
of new members to be furnished by the different 
departments, towards the completion of the addi- 
tional 172, prescribed by the enactment. 

A society of ladies meet regularly at one of the 
churches in Paris, to pray that the, duchess of Bern 
may be safely delivered of an heir to the throne!!! 

Two trials have taken place for seditious cries at 
Paris. The discovery of a tri-colored flag at Ailes 
made a great uproar; but the peace of the town was 
maintained! * 

An Englishman who was taken up at Nantz dur- 
ing the riots, told the judge in his own defence, that 
not understanding French, and being accustomed 
to scenes of far more hostile character in his own 
country; he remained in the crowd, not thinking that 
a tumult had commenced! 

M. Ganilh lias concluded his report on the budget 
of ways and means; the whole revenue of the state, 
after deducting that arising from the royal domains, 
the forests, posts, lotteries, &c. landed property and 
fixed capital paid 9-16ths; industry and commerce 
l-16th| and taxes on consumption 6-16tlis. The 
chamber, after finishing the adjourned discussion 
of the articles relative to the legion of honor, 
adopted the law by a majority of 133 to 29 votes. 

The budget of ways and means occupies the at- 
tention of the French chamber of deputies. M. 
de Corcelles objected to a sum of 300,000 francs, 
which was charged upon the estimates in favor of 
the widow of general Moreau. He acknowledged, 
that it was a balance due to that great man, which 
liadbeen retained by the state, upon the sale of his 
property, to defray the expense of “a too celebrat- 
ed trial.” “But,” observed M. de Corcelles, “if she 
be thus indemnified as the victim of an inquisitous 
judgment, France is thronged with'similar victims. 
Doubtless the ill fated general had more than once 
led our battalions to victory; but French banners do. 
not shade bis tomb, and bitter regrets were mingled 
with his latest breath. Let us not disturb hisosbes; 
but let us never forget the lessons of our own his- 
tory-. Jffayard, when expiring under the murderous ; 


steel of the foes of his country, thought himself 
more happy than the constable de Bourbon, trium- 
phant at the head of an enemy’s army.” {lively 
animation; general Foy and other liberal deputies 
called for the printing of this speech)^ 

M . Caste l Bajac observed that Moreau fought ami 
died in the cause of his sovereign. 

The pensions of the last year, charged on the roy- 
al treasury, were — 

Civil, 2,340,000 

Military, 52,000,000 

Ecclessiastical, - 10,900,000 

Additions to the appropriations for the 

following ministers: 

Of the interior, 630,390 

Of war, 270,000 

Of justice, 360,000 

Of finance, 502,260 

, 1,762,659 

Trance , 69,002,650 

This was proposed to be reduced four millions 

the ensuing year. 

spun. 

It is stated that Mr. Meade , so celebrated for his 
sufferings in Spain, lias atlast accomplished a settle- 
ment of his claims, and to receive between 4 and 
500,000 dols. from the government of that country. 

All Frenchmen that were confined in Spain or 
her possessions, for being without passports, or ms 
spies, or as being connected with the insurgents, 
have been released. 

The place at Toledo, wherein the accursed inqui- 
sition was accustomed to amuse themselves by roast- 
ing people alive, has been demolished, and a co- 
lumn erected to mark the unhallowed spot. 

The plague prevails at Majorca — but some parts 
of the island are yet exempted from this terrible 
disease. 

•BUM ANY, &.C. 

British goods were so much sacrificed at some of 
the late fairs in Germany, that they are stated to 
have been given away. 

It is said that the new constitution of the Prussian 
monarchy will be published on the 3d August, the 
anniversary of the birth of the sovereign. 

EAST INDIES. 

Accounts from Java say that the numerous fail- 
ures in the United States have caused the greatest 
distress in that Island. 

tviui. 

We hear much of the preparations of the grand 
signior to reduce Ali, pacha of Janina. He has 
taken the town of Salona and put the Turkish gar- 
rison to the sword. The Turkish flotilla has captur- 
ed a vessel from Leghorn laden with supplies for 
him —they have several ships of war off the coast. 
An interview had taken place between Ali pacha, 
and sir Thomas Maitland, the British satrap in the 
Ionian islands. The former demanded that “the sti - 
pulations which date from the time of the Venetian 
republic” which prohibits the Turkish fleets from 
navigating the Adriatic and Ionian seas, shall be 
maintained. Sir T. Maitland declined answering 
the question. 

One hundred and thirty ships have arrived since 
the defeat of the Arabs by the English, and the na- 
vigation of the Tigris is quite safe since fiadtk Bey 
(brother to the last pacha,) who excited ftie Arabs 
to revolt, has fled to Persia. 

The English have established paoket boats be- 
tween Bagdad and Bossorah, which sail down the 
Euphrates in a very short time, and take 12 days to 
sail up th? river. 
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Constantinople, May 26. On the 17th, a great fire 
broke out in the quarter of the Jews, which consum- 
ed 380 houses. 4 

BAKBART POWERS. 

* The Algerine squadron has sailed, destination 
unknown. 

BRITISH RORTR AMERICA. 

The following statement of vessels arrived at 
Liverpool from the British colonies of North Ame- 
rica, during the last six years, will show the increas- 
ing importance of this trade to that port. 


Years. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Men. 

1814 

99 

26,235 

1,310 

1815 

161 

42,668 

48,127 

2,135 

2,448 

,1816 

181 

1817 

164 

43,463 

2,175 

1818 

334 

80,560 

84,570 

4,625 

1819 

320 

4,245 


SOCTIf AMERICA. 

Gen. Macgregor, who made so ifmch noise in 
Venezuela a few years since, is now said to live se- 
cluded at Gonaives, with very few followers — yet 
still meditating grand expeditions. 

COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC. 

We now present to our readers a translation of 
the letter of Morillo, addressed to the congressa at 
Angostura, dated on the 17th of June last, upon the 
subject of bis proclamation, together with the an- 
swer given thereto by congress — from which the 
friends of liberty will be able to form their own 
conclusions. — Aurora. 

To their high mightinesses the congress, assembled at 
Guyana. 

Hioh and miciity lords — Your high mightinesses 
are acquainted with the late events on the penin- 
sula, and with the triumph of the general opinion 
of the. nation in the re-cstablishmcnt of the consti- 
tution of the Spanish monarchy, sanctioned at Cadiz 
in the year 1812, by the universal suffrages of the 
representatives of both hemisphere*. Having re- 
ceived positive orders from the constitutional mo- 
narch of the Spains, to enter into a ju*t and gener- 
ous accommodation, which will re-unite all the fa- 
mily, in order to enjoy the advantages of our politi- 
cal regeneration, ar.d to put an end to fatal effects 
of a division generated by the desire td be free 
from oppression, that, by a false calculation, had 
been considered peculiar to these countries, not- 
withstanding that it had been transcedental to all 
the empire, I take upon myself to make known to 
your high mightinesses, that I have opened commu- 
nications with the superior military chief of your 
government, and with his subalterns, proposing to 
them a suspension of hostilities, until the realization 
of a reconciliation which has been confided to bri- 
gadier don Thomas Cires, governor of Cumana, and 
don Jose Domingo Duarte, intendant of tfee army, 
and gen. superintends nt of the finances, appointed 
commissioners near your mightinesses, on the just 
basis of equality and reciprocity, honorable to both 
parties. 

I have given orders to my subalterns to make 
suspension of hostilities, and to remain in their se- 
veral positions, without making any movements, 
unless they shall be first attacked. 

As a military chief, subject to subordination, the 
fundamental basis of my career, I have made war; 
as a reconciliator, I take upon me, with the greatest 
pleasure, and in the same spirit of subordination, to 
display the principles of liberality, with wluch the 
king and the nation have authorized me, to estab- 
lish peace and reconciliation between the two peo- 
ple, Spaniards by nature, and by the course of ac- 


tual circumstances, worthy to participate in the re.* 
form of our political institutions. 

Your high mightinesses must cast away from your 
remembrance, as well ss I do from this moment, the 
odsoutness of the war, and bestow all our regardson 
the sweet and smiling hope of re-uniting sons with 
their fathers, brothers with brethren, Mends with 
friends, and Spaniaids to Spaniards, who had been 
separated by a fatality, in order to reciprocate our 
felicitations on the happy opportunities which a 
conciliatory constitution presents us,which, by com- 
mon consent, we can ameliorate, when the practi- 
cal operation of affairs apd experience shall point 
out its necessity. 

The constitution equalises the representation of all 
the people— no one is dependent on the other — of course 
they are free and independent : To the suffrages of 
this representation is assigned the authority to 
make these laws which we are to observe, as well 
as the economical regulations by which our agricul- 
ture shall be governed, as well as our commerce, 
all the arts and every kind of industry free from 
those odious monopolies which the avaricious poli- 
cy of the past centuries had imposed on every peo- 
ple. 

The commissioners wiH explain to your high 
mighti nesses the elements of reconciliation, and I am 
fully persuaded that affection and benevolence will 
renew and fix their fraternity, notwithstanding that 
for the moment considerations of distrust, arising 
out of past events— epochs truly of fury and des- 
peration— your high mightinesses may for amoment 
refuse to adopt the propositions of the nation, ema- 
nating from the predilection by which it is animat- 
ed, of making the triumph common to all the Span- 
ish possessions in all the quarters of the globe 
where its laws have reached, and where, with bet- 
ter dispositions, the new institutions will now be 
received. 

What a delightful metamorphose for all of us 
when we shall be re united, and 1 stall be enabled 
to divest myself of the habiliments of war, and 
without any other distinction than of a pacific 
Spanish citizen, participating in common in the 
public celebration of the triumph obtained recipro- 
cally over our passions. Until this happy event 
shall be consummated, your high mightinesses can- 
not appreciate the difference between a general 
and a citizen, who has a constitutional honor to te 
the most humble servant of your high might inesses. 

PABLO MORILLO. 
Head-quarter * , Caraccas , June 17/ h, 1820. 

Ansioer of Congress. 

Sir— The sovereign congress which has been 
convoked in an extraordinary«session, to take cog- 
nizance of a letter from you, dated the 17th June, 
1820, from the head quarters at Caraccas— in which 
you have communicated that brigadier general 
Thomas Cires, and Domingo Duarte, were appoint* 
cd commissioners to proceed to this city with the 
object of soliciting the union of this country with 
the constitutional monarchy of Spain, and that the 
said commissioners will explain the elements of 
reconciliation proposed by tlie nations— has, in the 
public session of the 11th instant, deliberated, and 
resolved, that the following decree shall be trans- 
mitted to you as their answer : 

DECREE. 

The sovereign congress of Columbia, anxious4o 
see peace re-established, will hear with pleasure 
the proposals which may be made on the part of 
the Spanish government, provided they shall have 
for their end the absolute acknowledgment of the 
er.fire sovereignty irftl independence of therepuh- 
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Jic of Colombia; and that they will not admit any 
other overture, which shall not conform to this prin- 
ciple, proclaimed by the government, as well as by 
the people at different epochas. 

The president of the sovereign congress has the 
honor to remain your very humble servant, 

FERD. PENALVER, President of Congress. 
Palace of the Congress , at New Guyana, 

13M July, 1320— tenth year . 

Philip db la Piank, Secretary. 

To Don Pablo Jforilb. 


CHRONICLE. 


The U. S. brig Enterprise, touched at Charleston 
on the 9th inst. on her way from Havana, Jamaica, 
Ac. to New-York. She brought home five persons 
who had been detained at Havana, as patriot pri- 
soners, and also 200,000 dollars in specie, from Ja- 
maica, for a house in New-York. 

A duel was lately fought near Petersburg, Va. in 
which the parties, being excellent marksmen, kill- 
ed each other. One died on the spot, the other 
two hours after the battle. This is well. 

Died, on the 12th inst. at Brooklyn, N. Y. Mr. 
Francis Guy , landscape painter, late of Baltimore, 
in the 61 st year of his age. 

, in Indiana, an infant, whose death was the 

first that had happened in the family of Mr. “Jesse 
Vawter, whose cnildren and grand children were 
fifth eight** 

The shakers of Canterbury and Enfield, N. H, 
have given $500 for the relief of the sufferers by 
the late fire at Troy, 

Washington city . The secretary of state is the 
only head of a department now at the seat of go 
vernment. 

JVew- York. A respectable citizen of Philadel- 
phia, from the infected district, has died of the 
yellow-fever at New-York. 

Ijonisiana. Thomas B. Robertson, esq. is elected 
governor of this state, and Edward Livingston, esq 
chosen as iu representative in congress. 

Wool . A waggon, drawn by seven horses, with 
three tons of merino wool on board, was lately pass- 
ed on a road from New-llampshire, for the facto- 
ry at Danvers, Mass. 

Courts martial. By division orders, published by 
direction of major-general Brown, it appears that 
major Abraham H. Wooley , of the corps of ordnance, 
and captain Hczekiah Johnson , assist, dept, quarter- 
master-gen. have been tried on charges preferred 
against them by post-surgeon Hanson Catlett, and 
were both honorably acquitted, the charges ex- 
hibited being pronounced * t vexutious f unfounded 
and malicious **—' “for the purpose of malice and gra- 
tification of rancour.” It seems to us that a provi- 
sion which belongs to an ancient institution, might, 
perhaps, be usefully applied by courts martial— if 
a person fails to substantiate a charge preferred 
against his fellow, the accuser shall be liable to the 
pains and penalties that-would have been inflicted 
on the other, if found guilty. 

Counterfeits . A grand nest has been broken up, 
which had its head quarters in the city of New- 
York, where many agents, men and women, were 
in regular employ in passing off notes. It is sup- 
posed that this gang has circulated forged bills to 
.the amount of $300,000! Their work shops were 
in Canada. A fellow has been arrested at Norfolk 
with an assortment of counterfeits — he was a pedlar. 
Good imitations of the two dollar notes of the Ha 
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vre-de- Grace bank are abundant — all of that de- 
nomination should be refused. The source from 
whence have issued the streams of counterfeits on 
the Baltimore, Annapolis, and Havre-de-Grace 
banks, has been discovered to be at the house of m 
Henry Freburger, a baker in Baltimore, where fogg- 
ed bills to large amount, supposed to be from the 
manufactories in Canada, were taken out of a jar 
buried in the cellar. It is believed that forged notes 
to the amount of 30,000 dollars have been distribut- 
ed from this wholesale shop of villainy. Frebqp- 
ger made his escape, but we trust will be arrest- 
ed. He is a man well known, and the pursuit it hot- 
rhe bills found in the jug are given as follows : 

. - ~~ Havre -de* Grace bank, $2,440 

Franklin bk. of Baltimore 3,836 
do do do 1,084 
Georgetown (D. C.) 2,244 

Phoenix bank of New-York 10 
Mechanics’ bank do 3 

Mechanics* and Farmers* 

bank of Albany 2 

$8,*ao 

Stock jobbing. We are sorry to believe that 
jobbing in stocks begins to be something like a re- 
gular business in the Ignited States. We are oppos- 
ed to every sort of trade which brings forth no fruit 
—a dealing in stocks to the amount of 50 millions 
a year will not produce a thing of value to the coun- 
try equal to that of a grain of com, though it may 
enrich some ami beggar others. The following arti- 
cle, from the New-York “Americant” accounts for 
the late fluctuations in the prices of the stock of 
the U. S. bank: 

“Owing to the vast amount of unemployed capi- 
tal in our principal cities, a system of speculation 
(we might call it gambling) in the stocks is grow- 
ing up, which, tho* carried on with somewhat lesn 
craft, and mystery* and slang, than upon the Stock 
Exchange in London, bids fair to rival the doing* 
of that great mart, in the sudden fluctuations to 
which it exposes the public stocks. It is from the 
effects of this system that we have lately seen U. SL 
bank stock one day at 106, and in three or fouf 
days after at 103, without the occurrence of any 
thing in the intermediate time which could at all 
vary the intrinsic value of the stock. This is brought 
about in the following manner: contracts are made 
for stock at a stipulated price, payable and deli- 
verable at some distant day* It may so happen, as we 
understand was recently the case, that many cC 
these contracts for large amounts become due about 
the same time; the sellers must make good tbeiT 
contracts whatever be the price of stock, and their 
competition therefore alone would tend to raise 
the price. But it is also the interest of the buyers 
that the price should be enhanced— for, all above 
the rate at which they stipulated to receive the 
stock, is so much, clear gain to them; by a little ju- 
dicious management, therefore, they can give a lit- 
tle lift to the stock, and thus, between buyers and 
sellers, it is suddenly run up to an unreasonable 
height, until the contracts are completed, when it 
as suddenly falls back.** 

Washington City. The corner stone of a building 
intended for a City Hall, was laid at Washington, on 
Tuesday last, in ample masonic form, in the pve- 
sence of a great multitude of people— after which 
there was an addresk and an oration, Stc. It is stated 
that the designed building, when completed, will 
rival the capitol in its dimensions. 


END OF THE EIGHTEENTH VOLUME. 
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